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Remembrance of our 

Companion Animals
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History of Memorial Rituals

• Memorial rituals are practiced 
in every known culture, and 
consistently serve to mark 
death as a ‘rite of passage’

• Evidence suggests that burial 
rites have been practiced for 
animals (primarily dogs and 
cats) for 14,000 years

• Rituals around death and dying have waned in 
western society since the beginning of the 20th

century
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Cross-Cultural Functions of Memorialization

• To honor and remember ancestors

• To help the deceased transition 
through “liminal space” and 
achieve a happy afterlife

• To ask the deceased for protection

• To make meaning out of life, 
death, and relationships

• To facilitate an ongoing 
relationship with the deceased   

Memorial Rituals

• Private:  meaning making for individuals/ immediate 
families; may involve remains care and dedications 
to/communication with the deceased
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Memorial Rituals

• Public:  validates grief by making memorialization a group 
activity; facilitates social connection and resilience
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Honoring/Remembering

• When organizing a public event, be mindful of 
cultural/religious diversity of the participants

• Involve rituals or readings from different cultures

• Acknowledge and welcome diversity

• Non-denominational ceremony

• The ways to memorialize our companion animals 
are as varied as each one of us.

www.theurnist.com
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www.pueblodirect.com

www.memorypendants.huffmanstudios.com

Shared Resources

• Contact Joelle

• joelle.nielsen@cvm.osu.edu

• 614-746-0138

mailto:joelle.nielsen@cvm.osu.edu

