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BUT I’M A LIBRARIAN.

WHY SHOU LD I DO

MY OW N RESEARCH?
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ENHANCE

VISIBILITY

Bringing in grant money 

is not required, but grants can 

help you do larger-scale projects 

and enhance the visibility of 

you and your library.

DOING YOUR OW N

RESEARCH
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5 key reasons 
librarians should do 
their own research:
1.	 Improve LIS practices
2.	 Partner with and understand the needs of researchers
3.	 Collaborate with librarians in different environments
4.	 Bring in grant money
5.	 Build toward promotion and/or tenure

REQUIREM ENT TO PU BLISH

A survey conducted by Catherine Sassen and Diane Wahl suggests an increase in 
the requirement to publish in academic libraries and an increase in the number of 
libraries where librarians have faculty status.
— “Fostering Research and Publication in Academic Libraries,” College & Research Libraries



HOW DO I

GET STARTED?

5BY CAROL TENOPIRLIBRARIANS DO RESEARCH TOO!
LIBRARY CON N ECT BLU EPRI NT FOR SUCCESS    HTTP:// LIBRARYCON N ECT.ELSEVIER.COM



FU N DI NG

6BY CAROL TENOPIRLIBRARIANS DO RESEARCH TOO!
LIBRARY CON N ECT BLU EPRI NT FOR SUCCESS    HTTP:// LIBRARYCON N ECT.ELSEVIER.COM

From 1996 to 2014, 

the Institute of Museum and 

Library Services funded more than 

1,000 projects in academic libraries, 

library consortia, research libraries/

archives, LIS schools and 

special libraries. 

http://www.imls.gov/

REFLECT and 
think about

↘↘ What research questions get you excited?
↘↘ Will your background and expertise be of benefit?
↘↘ How can you build on strengths within your organization?
↘↘ Who can you speak with about their research experiences?

Approach potential 
collaborators and funders
Find out:

↘↘ Who in your circle of colleagues is doing research or interested in starting?
↘↘ Are there researchers who would like an information specialist partner?
↘↘ Where is funding available — from government agencies, foundations, 

institutional research offices, professional societies, or companies?

GETTI NG

STARTED
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Attend research sessions 
and talk to colleagues 
at local, regional, national and 
international conferences:

↘↘ Association of College & Research Libraries (ACRL)
↘↘ American Library Association (ALA)
↘↘ Association of Research Libraries (ARL) Assess
↘↘ Association for Information Science and Technology (ASIS&T)
↘↘ International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA)
↘↘ Association of European Research Libraries (LIBER)
↘↘ United Kingdom Serials Group (UKSG)
↘↘ Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA) Research

OUTSIDE TH E BOX

For inspiration beyond the realm of the library, try a multidisciplinary conference such as:
SXSW  (http://sxsw.com/)
EDUCAUSE  (http://www.educause.edu/annual-conference)

GETTI NG

STARTED

FI N DI NG

A CONFERENCE 

Search association 

websites and check out these 

resources:

Library Conference 

Planner (© Douglas Hasty)

http://lcp.douglashasty.com/ 

index.html

International Library 

Related Conferences 

(James Thull & Marian Dworaczek)

http://www.lib.montana.edu/ 

~james/
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Read to get ideas on 
topics and methods
I recommend research-focused 
LIS journals, such as:

↘↘ College & Research Libraries (C&RL)
↘↘ The Journal of Academic Librarianship 
↘↘ Library & Information Science Research

↘↘ The Library Quarterly
↘↘ Portal — Libraries and the Academy 

GETTI NG

STARTED

JISC I NVESTM ENTS

I N R&D TOPICS

Data and analytics £3.5m

Research and research data £2.3m

Digital literacy £998k

Curation and preservation £811k

Course data £400k

Open access £388k

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/rd/ 
in-numbers

Web. 3 March 2015.

LIS RESEARCH TREN DS

This data visualization of 

“Library and Information Sciences” 

is based on more than 42,000 

publications from 2010-2014.

Source: SciVal Trends module, drawing from

Scopus and ScienceDirect data.



I’M A LITTLE FUZZY

ON RESEARCH M ETHODS

WHAT DO I DO NOW?
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READI NG LIST

Applications of Social Research 

Methods to Questions in Information 

and Library Science

By Barbara M. Wildemuth

RESEARCH

M ETHODS
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Whether you need 
a refresher or 
an introduction:

↘↘ Scan research methods texts
↘↘ Select an appropriate research method (qualitative or quantitative)
↘↘ Think long term — are these research questions and methods 

you want to build on throughout your career?
↘↘ Take a statistics refresher course or find a research partner 

with complementary expertise
↘↘ Consider your timeline:

«« Would a preliminary study with a colleague help 
you gain experience?

«« If this is an area with little research to date, 
can you do an exploratory study first? 



OK, I’M READY TO GO

OR AM I?
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BE READY

12BY CAROL TENOPIRLIBRARIANS DO RESEARCH TOO!
LIBRARY CON N ECT BLU EPRI NT FOR SUCCESS    HTTP:// LIBRARYCON N ECT.ELSEVIER.COM

Only if you have 
taken the time to:

↘↘ Turn your ideas into a hypothesis or research question
↘↘ Design your study and instruments
↘↘ Conduct some pilot testing and plan analysis before you begin
↘↘ Determine whether you need permission from your Institutional Review 

Board if your research involves human subjects
↘↘ Decide how you will contact subjects for surveys or interviews

RESEARCH TIP

“Research involving contact with students, faculty, staff, or other persons 
— termed ‘human subjects research’ — may require approval from the college 
or university institutional review board (IRB).”
— Maura A. Smale, “Demystifying the IRB: Human Subjects Research in Academic Libraries.” portal: 

Libraries and the Academy



I’M DOI NG IT!

HOW DO I BALANCE 

MY RESEARCH WITH 

TH E REST OF 

MY WORKLOAD?
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BALANCI N G

RESEARCH &

WORKLOAD
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There’s no simple answer 
to this one: 

↘↘ Prioritize
↘↘ Tell your supervisor what you’re working on
↘↘ Delay taking on new responsibilities if possible
↘↘ Share the research work with colleagues at your library, your university, 

or other universities who have expertise in some aspects of the project
↘↘ Align your research with your work and ways to improve practice

BARRIERS TO RESEARCH

In a 2010 survey, Canadian university librarians indicated their perceptions of the degree 
to which a series of barriers affect librarians’ ability to research. The top five barriers were:

1. Lack of skills
2. Lack of experience
3. Lack of research culture
4. Lack of time
5. Lack of motivation
— Selinda Adelle Berg, Heidi LM Jacobs, and Dayna Cornwall, “Academic Librarians and Research: 

A Study of Canadian Library Administrator Perspectives.” College & Research Libraries



I’VE GATH ERED DATA

AN D COM PLETED MY RESEARCH

AM I DONE?
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FI N ISH & SHARE

YOU R WORK

PROMOTE YOU R WORK
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Not yet. Now it’s time to 
consolidate and 
promote your hard work: 

↘↘ Organize your thoughts and start writing
↘↘ Communicate your findings in a venue that reaches the right audience, 

whether it is a journal, a conference (presentation or poster) 
or a newsletter (like Library Connect!)

↘↘ Share your work on academic networks like Mendeley, on social media 
and websites, and on library listservs and blogs 

Find more ways to prepare, publish and promote articles in Elsevier’s 
“Get Noticed: Promoting Your Article for Maximum Impact”
http://www.elsevier.com/promote-your-work

ACADEMIC 

WRITI NG

Academic writing means 

being precise in what you say. 

Conduct a literature review 

to learn from successful authors, 

and be sure to consider 

implications and limitations.

Get Noticed
Promoting your article  
for maximum impact
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Academic Writing and Publication
Bem, Daryl J. 2003. “Writing the Empirical Journal Article.” Cornell University. 
http://dbem.ws/WritingArticle.pdf

Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. 2008. The Craft of Research. 
3rd ed. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0740818802001627

Munger, Michael C. 2010. “10 Tips for how to Write Less Badly.” Chronicle of Higher Education. 
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Human Subjects – Contacting
Groves, Robert M., Floyd J. Fowler Jr., Mick P. Couper, James M. Lepkowski, Eleanor Singer, 
and Roger Tourangeau. 2004. Survey Methodology. Piscataway, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Lohr, Sharon L. 2010. Sampling: Design and Analysis. 2nd ed. Boston: Brooks/Cole.

Trochim, William M. K., and James P. Donnelly. “Sampling.” Research Methods Knowledge Base, 2006. 
http://www.socialresearchmethods.net/kb/sampling.php

Weiss, Robert S. 1995. Learning From Strangers: The Art and Method of Qualitative Interview Studies. 
New York: The Free Press.

Human Subjects – Institutional Review Board
Institutional Review Board. “IRB Facts & Statistics.” Accessed September 30, 2014. 
http://www.bu.edu/irb/about-us/irb-facts-statistics/

“IRB and Office of Human Research Ethics.” UNC Institutional Review Board. 
http://research.unc.edu/offices/human-research-ethics/

Labaree, Robert V. 2010. “Working Successfully With Your Institutional Review Board: 
Practical Advice for Academic Librarians.” College & Research Libraries News 71 (4):190-193.
http://crln.acrl.org/content/71/4/190.short

Smale, Maura A. 2010. “Demystifying the IRB: Human Subjects Research in Academic Libraries.” 
portal: Libraries and the Academy 10 (3):309-321.
http://www.maurasmale.com/pubs/10.3.smale.pdf
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Instruments, Pilot Testing and Plan Analysis
Creswell, John W. 2012. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches. 
3rd ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications

“Framework for Creating a Data Management Plan.” ICPSR Data Management & Curation, accessed 
September 30, 2014, http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/datamanagement/dmp/framework.html

Groves, Robert M., Floyd J. Fowler Jr., Mick P. Couper, James M. Lepkowski, Eleanor Singer, 
and Roger Tourangeau. 2004. Survey Methodology. Piscataway, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Guest, Greg, Emily E. Namey, and Marilyn L. Mitchell. 2013. Collecting Qualitative Data: 
A Field Manual for Applied Research. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.

“Measurement Tools/Research Instruments: Resources.” University of Washington: 
Health Sciences Library, 2014. http://libguides.hsl.washington.edu/c.php?g=99174&p=641942

Sapsford, Roger J. 2007. Survey Research. London: SAGE Publications.

Spatz, Chris. 2010. Basic Statistics: Tales of Distributions. 10th ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Trochim, William M. K., and James P. Donnelly. “Hypothesis.” Research Methods Knowledge Base, 2006. 
http://www.socialresearchmethods.net/kb/hypothes.php

Westbrook, Lynn. 1994. “Qualitative Research Methods: A Review of Major Stages, Data Analysis 
Techniques, and Quality Controls.” Library & Information Science Research 16 (3):241-254. 
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Implications
“Critical Thinking and Academic Research: Implications.” Research Guide. University of Louisville Libraries. 
http://louisville.libguides.com/criticalthinking

Limitations
Brutus, Stéphane, Herman Aguinis, & Ulrich Wassmer. 2013. “Self-Reported Limitations and 
Future Directions in Scholarly Reports: Analysis and Recommendations.” Journal of Management 
39(1) : 48-75. http://jom.sagepub.com/content/39/1/48.full

Ioannidis, John P.A. 2007. “Limitations are not Properly Acknowledged in the Scientific Literature.” 
Journal of Clinical Epidemiology 60(4): 324-329.

Literature Review
1994. “Why Do I Have to Have a Literature Review?” University of Queensland Student Support Services.
https://www.uq.edu.au/student-services/phdwriting/phfaq23.html

Ridley, Diana. 2012. The Literature Review: A Step-by-Step Guide for Students. 2nd ed. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.

Webster, Jane, and Richard T. Watson. 2002. “Analyzing the Past to Prepare for the Future: 
Writing a Literature Review.” MIS Quarterly 26 (2):xiii-xxiii.
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Posters
2001. The Handbook of Visual Analysis. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.

Block, Steven M. 1996. “Do’s and Don’ts of Poster Presentation.” Biophysical Journal 71(6): 3527-3529.
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006349596795498#

Tufte, Eward R. 2001. The Visual Display of Quantitative Information. 2nd ed. 
Cheshire, CT: Graphics Press. 

Research Methods
Sarjeant-Jenkins, Rachel and Keith Walker. 2014. “Researching in Communities: A Librarian’s Checklist.” 
College & Research Libraries News 75 (9): 514-515.
http://crln.acrl.org/content/75/9/514.full

Creswell, John W. 2014. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. 
4th ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.

Wildemuth, Barbara M. 2009. Applications of Social Research Methods to Questions in Information 
and Library Science. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited.
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Study Design
Babbie, Earl R. 2012. The Practice of Social Research. 13th ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.

Blaikie, Norman. 2009. Designing Social Research. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Polity Press.

Connaway, Lynn Silipigni, and Ronald R. Powell. 2010. Basic Research Methods for Librarians. 
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3rd ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.

Creswell, John W. 2014. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. 
4th ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.

Eldredge, Jonathan D. 2004. “Inventory of Research Methods for Librarianship and Informatics.” 
Journal of the Medical Library Association 92 (1):83-90.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC314107/

Hider, Philip, and Bob Pymm. 2008. “Empirical Research Methods Reported in 
High-Profile LIS Journal Literature.” Library & Information Science Research 30 (2):108-114.

Mitchell, Mark L., and Janina M. Jolley. 2012. Research Design Explained. 
8th ed. Belmont, CA: Cengage Learning.
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Why Do Research?
Berg, Selinda A., Heidi LM Jacobs, and Dayna Cornwall. 2013. “Academic Librarians and Research: 
A Study of Canadian Library Administrator Perspectives.” College & Research Libraries 74 (6): 560-572. 
http://crl.acrl.org/content/74/6/560.full.pdf+html
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Does Research Inform Practice?” College & Research Libraries 66 (3): 231-247.
http://crl.acrl.org/content/66/3/231.full.pdf+html
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