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• Reasons for acquiring the animals

• Are the animals considered to be pets?

• Do they have names?

• Are people attached to the animals?

• Chickens and goats as food animals

• Loss of donkeys

• Personalities of the animals

• Stories of their relationships

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jphpk.gov.my/English/boer.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jphpk.gov.my/English/goatbreeds.htm&usg=__5muq3i_G5KVEnZsQAtfe_gfR9Qw=&h=342&w=300&sz=31&hl=en&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=U8DsWfllvs75MM:&tbnh=120&tbnw=105&prev=/images?q=meat+goat&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_nnvJ-L0OrTk/Sk9uNtPD0MI/AAAAAAAAAmA/GtFehVQM6lI/s400/June+30+09+034.JPG&imgrefurl=http://smallgoatgarden.blogspot.com/2009_07_01_archive.html&usg=__ZP62DYqZ2bzTAk-SnNkNVlI6X14=&h=300&w=400&sz=30&hl=en&start=44&itbs=1&tbnid=YwEM9aI6xEAIjM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=meat+chickens&start=36&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cuteoverload.files.wordpress.com/deeleesh_flakage_1-2899.png&imgrefurl=http://cuteoverload.com/2007/01/29/mini_popsicles/&usg=__9VdDQC5rqAP6aumkdN10zU2xodQ=&h=400&w=300&sz=184&hl=en&start=38&itbs=1&tbnid=7Jz9ZlyQHjBSWM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=cute+goat&start=36&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3519/4013151559_48e85e6141_o.jpg&imgrefurl=http://flickr.com/photos/rwhitlock/4013151559/&usg=__1bmna35CK445bb_KHNGfzug2tQo=&h=433&w=649&sz=173&hl=en&start=54&itbs=1&tbnid=8JHX75Af1-BhkM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=121&prev=/images?q=fuzzy+chicken&start=36&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1


5/24/2010

4

“Yours is a a city-person, Europeanized 
mentality, and that's what's wrong with 
this world nowadays. You probably 
subscribe to AGW too. And that's BS.”
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• January 2 – 18, 2010

• 400 respondents 

• 87% from 46 states

• 13% from the UK and Australia

• 85% female

• 49 years average age

• 73% recruited through Yahoo groups

• Doe ~ a goat ~ a female goat

• Buck ~ a very stinky male . . .

• Doeling ~ a baby female

• Buckling ~ a baby male

• Wether ~ a neutered male

• Dam ~ a mama goat
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.antlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/sav7.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.antlife.org/why-goats-are-so-important/&usg=__B_abKEnUSS2zJaWbvMSffQLLNBk=&h=375&w=500&sz=136&hl=en&start=46&sig2=tDzQB6mg8hzbLwZB1UXH9A&itbs=1&tbnid=EIrvfCIlLd_xDM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=saanen+goats&start=40&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=qVPJS-b_AsGwrAfGv_jqBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://boldt.us/10045-2/baby_goats_closeup.JPG&imgrefurl=http://boldt.us/places/zambia/peace_corps_pics/baby_goats_closeup.JPG.html&usg=__b0cX72KhFZBV__s-MsiCLDyfX6I=&h=600&w=800&sz=71&hl=en&start=8&sig2=GCxl5FsjMWJqKroKXxe0IQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=ZAyKwrUHXTEH-M:&tbnh=107&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=baby+goats+pictures&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=nTvKS_uMKtCzrAe-8fHpBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.instructables.com/image/F9XKPJ5FV9XYNLM/How-to-milk-a-goat.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.instructables.com/id/How-to-milk-a-goat/&usg=__TLRqe_31K6TcF36YXYPeKUajvDs=&h=333&w=500&sz=19&hl=en&start=7&sig2=9ESI5TFkccTLwnlfQUaoUg&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=OD9nRoo-jkRaAM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=milking+a+goat&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=sDbKS63_Oc-prAfxlN3cBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://jensfunnyfarm.com/images/jen_with_baby_goats.jpg&imgrefurl=http://jensfunnyfarm.com/NewArrivals.html&usg=__pPmoFgud-19A4VIJvcRBmALIPxc=&h=1728&w=2304&sz=1990&hl=en&start=3&sig2=YLPFwBrcEFHj8MTVLUUqyQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=6w67-jDVDZlsuM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=baby+goats+pictures&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=nTvKS_uMKtCzrAe-8fHpBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.agnewboers.com/images/2006/04-19-06/StrictlyBusiness.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.agnewboers.com/winners.html&usg=__I9mQy7T7fZKHFlCqGDvWOuZfiZw=&h=509&w=550&sz=95&hl=en&start=11&sig2=e9MzGkvvZ25WQmx7E-GpHA&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=HhQD10t2XboKDM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=133&prev=/images?q=meat+goat+business&um=1&hl=en&sa=G&tbs=isch:1&ei=3jzKS5CxJcG6rAfamNHaBA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cmkikogoats.com/images/goat-swarm-chaparrel-web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cmkikogoats.com/Brush_Busters.html&usg=__hS4o2krJW0oFrAF_2bIPm0aAySc=&h=720&w=960&sz=115&hl=en&start=7&itbs=1&tbnid=yb6EgV56SL5a-M:&tbnh=111&tbnw=148&prev=/images?q=goats+eating+brush&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hobbyfarms.com/images/farm-breed-profiles/pygora-peacher_190.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hobbyfarms.com/farm-breeds/others_goats_all_landing.aspx&usg=__T0CQ0haDlRndkLN4WMOFhUCnLZo=&h=256&w=190&sz=23&hl=en&start=67&sig2=T_S318j06OCUA4hgTdr8fQ&itbs=1&tbnid=p5HFLLMReLuoFM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=82&prev=/images?q=pygora+goat&start=60&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=7zjJS6HOIMq6rAeikuzACQ
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http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.farmwest.com/images/photogallery/pictures/Picture%20001.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.farmwest.com/index.cfm?method=photogallery.drilldown&photoid=7&usg=__LbH1SouXM4SGtQ-7j7gv0QPAYA4=&h=332&w=440&sz=41&hl=en&start=6&sig2=3ullylQyz9b1bskN3kiEsw&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=nfpRApwGeGwpkM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=goat+dairy&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=0jjKS_2uBo24rAe7psTiBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://jensfunnyfarm.com/images/jen_with_baby_goats.jpg&imgrefurl=http://jensfunnyfarm.com/NewArrivals.html&usg=__pPmoFgud-19A4VIJvcRBmALIPxc=&h=1728&w=2304&sz=1990&hl=en&start=3&sig2=YLPFwBrcEFHj8MTVLUUqyQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=6w67-jDVDZlsuM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=baby+goats+pictures&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=nTvKS_uMKtCzrAe-8fHpBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/images/uploadedfiles/editorial/pictures/2009/06/03/GOAT1_STORY_-_VERTICAL_F1665505_71705.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/article/2009/06/05/83581_business-news.html&usg=__3MzpodXRp2ntt9hATzumh2JFV6I=&h=361&w=316&sz=32&hl=en&start=49&sig2=NP2r01cJ1SdTVgYuQfZnTQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=aYjf6pWcsWyTkM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=106&prev=/images?q=goat+business&start=40&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=tzzKS9ysNsLGrAeVoaDkBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hhollow.com/images/moosewin.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hhollow.com/Pages/winners.html&usg=__5GSTOqEmzl6VOJe7OCy_aKmZmfI=&h=336&w=350&sz=14&hl=en&start=36&sig2=vbGhgPTIqkWqyOsi84DGFg&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=nnHamJ2VCnHSDM:&tbnh=115&tbnw=120&prev=/images?q=pygora+goat+show&start=20&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=pUjKS_WlF9O1rAfahoHZBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://thesoappeddler.com/images/medium/goat_milk_lotion_2_450x340.jpg&imgrefurl=http://thesoappeddler.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=10&number_of_uploads=0&language=en&usg=__7jmr5RkNbkKMMwSYJ8FQCMkLCL4=&h=340&w=450&sz=33&hl=en&start=38&sig2=0njzclft8fSgg9H0c1Yl9w&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=shc43ZlLENwCXM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=goat+milk&start=20&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=gzPKS_DgL4K4rAfs3KHoBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://anniesgoathill.files.wordpress.com/2009/10/goat-milk-soap.jpg&imgrefurl=http://anniesgoathill.wordpress.com/2009/10/26/product-monday-cool-citrus-goat-milk-soap/&usg=__asZ0MhTWTOhUpjjQCrWb-nWTjiU=&h=768&w=1024&sz=258&hl=en&start=70&sig2=Fo5KkF85tPD5lsItS91xjw&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=KJ5MaVx4BxY-mM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=goat+milk&start=60&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=3TPKS8_fA9S1rAeFs-zdBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mountainbellefarm.com/images/wool1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mountainbellefarm.com/&usg=__5knMwr12PCc1iZRis90EA1QDvas=&h=512&w=768&sz=72&hl=en&start=1&sig2=pj-VISH3SM3wvu7EDIiEXQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=5BbdSmA8ddgtuM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=142&prev=/images?q=goat+fiber&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=yzTKS7b0GsufrAeW4uHXBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.oneinchpunch.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/goat-meat.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.oneinchpunch.net/2009/04/26/goat-meat-in-vietnam/&usg=__Em1-zVCQGcPVCDEuRWinGHtm3O4=&h=281&w=420&sz=50&hl=en&start=18&sig2=dI07CGlIfsBj0Er7QdhYhQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=iQmSsLHF9GJfHM:&tbnh=84&tbnw=125&prev=/images?q=goat+meat&um=1&hl=en&sa=G&tbs=isch:1&ei=hjXKS9xfjbmsB_Ky1dcE
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.instructables.com/image/F9XKPJ5FV9XYNLM/How-to-milk-a-goat.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.instructables.com/id/How-to-milk-a-goat/&usg=__TLRqe_31K6TcF36YXYPeKUajvDs=&h=333&w=500&sz=19&hl=en&start=7&sig2=9ESI5TFkccTLwnlfQUaoUg&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=OD9nRoo-jkRaAM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=milking+a+goat&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=sDbKS63_Oc-prAfxlN3cBA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://danamccauley.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/goatmilk.jpg&imgrefurl=http://danamccauley.wordpress.com/2009/02/09/discovering-goat-milk/&usg=__KbvoQ9TbESmqTnT447U4wtMBG-Y=&h=297&w=426&sz=43&hl=en&start=23&sig2=2fKwaaaWieGkVOh6IIzu6Q&itbs=1&tbnid=iJ3J6Udbv2C4TM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=126&prev=/images?q=goat+milk&start=20&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=B4bKS8r-EpPDrAfbjtXhBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gardenharvest.org/donategoat3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gardenharvest.org/donategoats0704.htm&usg=__1Z6gwLj2bb6KEmTE2qHjlGTFDak=&h=430&w=450&sz=46&hl=en&start=30&sig2=IqXh4iU1vTq6CiZIrGnN1A&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=VKx17S9co_Ks7M:&tbnh=121&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=dairy+goat&start=20&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=JjPKS9H9OdO5rAfm8OzZBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1345/1219037298_5dbb717a56.jpg?v=1187924307&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/goldenmoonbear/1219037298/&usg=__XYwfzI_55OxuiEahR2mil37sioM=&h=500&w=375&sz=161&hl=en&start=5&sig2=p3qHEaVH3bPfqJFzCgTUrA&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=vIf9UzZeVwshkM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=98&prev=/images?q=walking+a+goat&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=3DXKS-rzCsWvrAfelvTdBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://sites.google.com/site/caribbeanbuddies/_/rsrc/1257519201176/home/team-biographies/IMG_9403.jpg&imgrefurl=http://sites.google.com/site/caribbeanbuddies/home/team-biographies&usg=__5nUAWBia7FF3MVyX-diEi2Dx4Mk=&h=360&w=480&sz=55&hl=en&start=15&sig2=N9obBZHVZ0qF_NFvAKBhoA&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=lSj5E9lUbSnZRM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=129&prev=/images?q=hiking+with+a+goat&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=GzbKS9TJAsLGrAeVoaDkBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://boldt.us/10045-2/baby_goats_closeup.JPG&imgrefurl=http://boldt.us/places/zambia/peace_corps_pics/baby_goats_closeup.JPG.html&usg=__b0cX72KhFZBV__s-MsiCLDyfX6I=&h=600&w=800&sz=71&hl=en&start=8&sig2=GCxl5FsjMWJqKroKXxe0IQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=ZAyKwrUHXTEH-M:&tbnh=107&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=baby+goats+pictures&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=nTvKS_uMKtCzrAe-8fHpBA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.silvercreekboers.net/SHOWS/goat%20show%20ccmga%202008%20010-1.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.silvercreekboers.net/fullblooddoes.htm&usg=__YddlsFyKC0H0dDcUS1FLun4ODCw=&h=538&w=717&sz=71&hl=en&start=16&sig2=zPvb2b6q3cezOtNU_To1aQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=d7k_gofMcsa8MM:&tbnh=105&tbnw=140&prev=/images?q=goat+show&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=KDvKS6yBJs-prAfxlN3cBA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.workinggoats.com/Images/goats/cassiepearlsally_2005-09-03.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.workinggoats.com/?id=210&usg=__B__4QTWt6yxrKXVGs2eYcLeZvWo=&h=306&w=346&sz=71&hl=en&start=12&sig2=OdqYEke6DbZgLoBHg88WSw&itbs=1&tbnid=43j-nX2vgXDgOM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=120&prev=/images?q=goat+pulling+wagon&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&ei=5nPKS92yB4ewrAeeqYHaBA
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• Integrated into family life.

• Hobby has become almost an 
addiction…They make me happy.

• Can’t help but develop attachment 
to these interesting creatures.

• House privileges for some.

• Therapy pets.

• Pets, companions, and friends who give 
milk and pack.

• Provide milk, but also pets who will 
never leave the home.

• Pure pets as much as cats and dogs,  
being trained as pack goats.

• Working pets provide fiber and 
milk – and need lots of love.

• Some are sort of pets, but cannot support 
any animal simply because she is cute.

• Pets are by definition not productive.

• Retirement pet homes for some special 
goats when no longer productive.

• Goats are loved, but are not really pets.

• Those with engaging personalities are 
livestock that become good friends.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.frontiernet.net/~joe14580/Baby%20goat%20picture.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.network54.com/Forum/181413/thread/1255730164/last-1256097965/Millicent+Grace+is+home!&usg=__Fmm0xDCdy7_wA61c85Q5YdsIQQ8=&h=324&w=400&sz=21&hl=en&start=23&sig2=aXxt3zjILEIYbnGlGhB_YQ&itbs=1&tbnid=XAJFiqGtvDQFEM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=cute+goat+pictures&start=20&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=ZgjJS8zRBZG2rAf-j6nyCA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://followellfarm.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/Rick_the_Sheriff_028.300145316_std.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.followellfarm.com/kiko_goats&usg=__I7rC1CfnXKSbdD4WWKidffjw04M=&h=480&w=640&sz=143&hl=en&start=91&sig2=fxDNF4sRZxbSZcEyw5Is9w&itbs=1&tbnid=uPSfgYOKaCPN3M:&tbnh=103&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=kiko+goats&start=80&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=4y_JS_bQB4-mrQfdkfCTBw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.larkspur-lane.com/images/packwethers/resour1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.larkspur-lane.com/resources.htm&usg=__LtLcDb_0o3JwvY0C7Ztusucm8Z0=&h=384&w=512&sz=44&hl=en&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=wa8YS1jMZFfkfM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=131&prev=/images?q=pack+goats&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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• Milk them, eat them, but all are pets 
and babies from birth until they leave 
the farm -- by whatever method.

• Pets with a purpose:  treated with 
utmost care, but must produce milk or 
become meat.

• All are babied, loved, and talked to --
but those sold for meat are not named.

• “Petstock” goats produce fiber commercially, 
but farmer is attached   and cannot sell goats 
for meat.

• Surplus and retired goats are found pet homes 
rather than being sold for meat.

• A few commercial dairy goats earn dignified 
retirement after doing their share during 
productive lives.

• Certain does earn retirement through 
performance in milking, show ring and kidding.

• Money comes first, but a few earn retirement 
and even pet status through production – those 
are allowed to grow fat and happy in the barn.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://followellfarm.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/Rick_the_Sheriff_028.300145316_std.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.followellfarm.com/kiko_goats&usg=__I7rC1CfnXKSbdD4WWKidffjw04M=&h=480&w=640&sz=143&hl=en&start=91&sig2=fxDNF4sRZxbSZcEyw5Is9w&itbs=1&tbnid=uPSfgYOKaCPN3M:&tbnh=103&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=kiko+goats&start=80&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=4y_JS_bQB4-mrQfdkfCTBw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.techcrunch.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/05/picture-3.png&imgrefurl=http://www.esai.org/myESAi/viewtopic.php?t=13387&sid=f45173bbf8058353cf35882e38773dc8&usg=__2ram8CLF4H88JtC01WASdRaKY74=&h=364&w=365&sz=244&hl=en&start=24&itbs=1&tbnid=0IU0apR9vgHPkM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&prev=/images?q=goats&start=18&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
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• Some goats will never be pets, as they are not 
so inclined.

• Goats that want human interaction become 
pets – goats who prefer not to be pets are 
respected for that choice.

• Some goats decide they want a relationship 
with their caregiver; others want only food 
and shelter.

• They THINK they are all pets.

• More than 85% name all goats.

• Only 1% do not name any goats.

• Most goats in large herds may have 
numbers as names.

• Registered goats all have names.

• Names often depend on goat’s status.

• Young male goats may not be named.

• If named, young meat goats may be 
called   “Taco,” “BBQ,” or “Toast” as a 
reminder of their status.

• All bucklings may be called the same 
name, such as “Little Billy Goat.,” If 
owner decides that the goat will become 
a breeder or a pet. he is then given a 
name.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://followellfarm.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/Rick_the_Sheriff_028.300145316_std.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.followellfarm.com/kiko_goats&usg=__I7rC1CfnXKSbdD4WWKidffjw04M=&h=480&w=640&sz=143&hl=en&start=91&sig2=fxDNF4sRZxbSZcEyw5Is9w&itbs=1&tbnid=uPSfgYOKaCPN3M:&tbnh=103&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=kiko+goats&start=80&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=4y_JS_bQB4-mrQfdkfCTBw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.frontiernet.net/~joe14580/Baby%20goat%20picture.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.network54.com/Forum/181413/thread/1255730164/last-1256097965/Millicent+Grace+is+home!&usg=__Fmm0xDCdy7_wA61c85Q5YdsIQQ8=&h=324&w=400&sz=21&hl=en&start=23&sig2=aXxt3zjILEIYbnGlGhB_YQ&itbs=1&tbnid=XAJFiqGtvDQFEM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=cute+goat+pictures&start=20&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=ZgjJS8zRBZG2rAf-j6nyCA
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• Names make no difference at all.

• All animals on the farm but chickens have      
names.

• They all have first and middle names.

• Names are better than numbers.

• All get numbers at birth; the ones with good 
dispositions get names (except the boys).

• How would I call them if they didn’t have names?

• 63% of respondents are attached to ALL 
of their goats

• 33% attached to some goats

• 3.2% not attached to any goats

• 30% avoid becoming attached to at least 
some of their goats

• Wethers to be sold or butchered get 
names that remind owners of status – -
not always effective.

• Kids to be sold for meat aren’t named, 
but treating them in a more “commercial” 
way doesn’t always work ~ their 
personalities shine through.

• My rule with the bucklings:  Do not name, 
and do not kiss the boys.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2282/2529081183_7a8709788a.jpg&imgrefurl=http://flickr.com/photos/7305029@N04/2529081183/&usg=__Jhd5ErNfg9CXOp8uf1Biu3cA-wo=&h=453&w=500&sz=212&hl=en&start=17&itbs=1&tbnid=3DKhfIowdraA2M:&tbnh=118&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=goat+buckling&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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• Goats are kind, social creatures – as loving 
and affectionate as a dog.

• Goats are understanding, very intelligent and 
compassionate – they know how to comfort 
people.

• They have unique personalities and are as 
fascinating and more honest than most 
people.

• How can one NOT be emotionally attached to 
their goats?

• They have terrific personalities and are easy to 
train for crate, obedience, and pet therapy work.

• When my favorite goat died, it was more of a loss 
than when my mother died.

• Goats have a way of connecting withpeople that is 
unique.  As herd animals, I think they try to 
incorporate their human caretakers into the herd 
with is flattering and rewarding.

• Oh my – I can’t put that into words . . .

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://followellfarm.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/Rick_the_Sheriff_028.300145316_std.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.followellfarm.com/kiko_goats&usg=__I7rC1CfnXKSbdD4WWKidffjw04M=&h=480&w=640&sz=143&hl=en&start=91&sig2=fxDNF4sRZxbSZcEyw5Is9w&itbs=1&tbnid=uPSfgYOKaCPN3M:&tbnh=103&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=kiko+goats&start=80&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=4y_JS_bQB4-mrQfdkfCTBw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.frontiernet.net/~joe14580/Baby%20goat%20picture.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.network54.com/Forum/181413/thread/1255730164/last-1256097965/Millicent+Grace+is+home!&usg=__Fmm0xDCdy7_wA61c85Q5YdsIQQ8=&h=324&w=400&sz=21&hl=en&start=23&sig2=aXxt3zjILEIYbnGlGhB_YQ&itbs=1&tbnid=XAJFiqGtvDQFEM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=cute+goat+pictures&start=20&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=ZgjJS8zRBZG2rAf-j6nyCA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.frontiernet.net/~joe14580/Baby%20goat%20picture.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.network54.com/Forum/181413/thread/1255730164/last-1256097965/Millicent+Grace+is+home!&usg=__Fmm0xDCdy7_wA61c85Q5YdsIQQ8=&h=324&w=400&sz=21&hl=en&start=23&sig2=aXxt3zjILEIYbnGlGhB_YQ&itbs=1&tbnid=XAJFiqGtvDQFEM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=cute+goat+pictures&start=20&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=ZgjJS8zRBZG2rAf-j6nyCA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/.a/6a00d8341c630a53ef0115705d8b74970b-800wi&imgrefurl=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/unleashed/2009/04/your-morning-adorable-fainting-goats.html&usg=__ovv97hTyyh49unrdUdCCI1vdOcM=&h=371&w=495&sz=51&hl=en&start=1&sig2=Armm6DXSGByWa6ay1f5VCQ&itbs=1&tbnid=GMtuKsY40gZj3M:&tbnh=97&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=adorable+goats&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&ei=dhfJS4vlOoyxrAfn6vm8CQ
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://amusenews.typepad.com/a_muse_news/images/2007/10/30/baby_goat.jpg&imgrefurl=http://amusenews.typepad.com/a_muse_news/on_the_home_front/&usg=__82wsJTzBGrBFAfRzWq79Of9xCU4=&h=233&w=350&sz=133&hl=en&start=101&sig2=5jidafQud13H4pzjAF1Npg&itbs=1&tbnid=2aNJ6rsYlAS-VM:&tbnh=80&tbnw=120&prev=/images?q=adorable+goats&start=100&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=VBjJS8CePI-mrQfdkfCTBw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.buycincy.com/goats.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.buycincy.com/2008/02/b-d-goats.html&usg=__eK5yD1F1Ed1p6WVLSU06ltllJQg=&h=303&w=468&sz=19&hl=en&start=55&sig2=SLAJNQyeFaEkVlMSDx7TSQ&itbs=1&tbnid=uIdydfk9MbwDcM:&tbnh=83&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=adorable+goats&start=40&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=-xfJS6j1DNS8rAfD6e22CQ
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://hiddenspringsfarms.com/images/gallery/w500/119509171966.82.9.108.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hiddenspringsfarms.com/content/103&usg=__WPCQW-w-mEK8X2bWIn7Ld5H7wDw=&h=375&w=500&sz=46&hl=en&start=85&sig2=CnoJwuZkxIjd-tdjwHtVow&itbs=1&tbnid=u0rlPTXxn-31aM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=boer+goats+pictures&start=80&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=wRzJS4fCB8myrAfd_4zJCQ
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/billingsgazette.com/content/tncms/assets/editorial/9/12/fb9/912fb903-5bd0-5af4-8f02-7873d763f387.preview-300.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.billingsgazette.com/topic/?q=goats&t=&l=25&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=&sd=asc&usg=__qJWnC__F4SpRaPMuCjhToCfKr_w=&h=423&w=300&sz=28&hl=en&start=27&sig2=41a9Sk2_54nJ8eiQbP_Lzw&itbs=1&tbnid=D0HoLpyof5QFUM:&tbnh=126&tbnw=89&prev=/images?q=baby+lamancha+goat&start=20&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1&ei=YB3JS8zqN8-0rAeI5OXGCQ
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• March 24 to  May 5, 2010

• 375 respondents 

• 70% from 43 U.S. states, 79 from UK,                       

1 each from Canada, and Austalia 

• 45 years average age

• 82% female

• Two third recruited through Yahoo groups

• 60% had chickens up to 3 yrs;  16% for 10 yrs +

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2235/2288857392_23b23298c5.jpg&imgrefurl=http://pioneer.livejournal.com/&usg=__LeaqjC1-YJFJGZwXh6xOAm51wro=&h=375&w=500&sz=111&hl=en&start=55&itbs=1&tbnid=mjUBfPcpFEx5LM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=54&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=263748&id=110752152272718
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• I want my children to have a connection with 
and a respect for the food they consume.

• Since living with my father in the suburbs of 
Pittsburgh . . . we realized the benefits early on 
as a family of hunters to have a sustainable meat 
and egg source available to us.

• I wanted to save ex-battery hens from being 
killed when they were no longer any use to the 
farmer.

• Local eggs and manure for garden.

• It’s something I have always wanted to do as long 
as I could remember, so when we moved we got the 
chooks before we even finished decorating the 
house. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scampers.co.uk/generic_docs/client/m_chic.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.scampers.co.uk/poultry-fancy.asp&usg=__xWTl_lzzn_7IfE4UJP3P43tNRKw=&h=267&w=192&sz=21&hl=en&start=104&itbs=1&tbnid=cbL-VxH7GVeGSM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=81&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=90&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i216.photobucket.com/albums/cc67/willyap/Chicken%20Coop/kent_chicks.jpg&imgrefurl=http://easy-chicken-coop-plans.com/blog/page/11/&usg=__Q3XwmEqpHtCxNXUFzFdP2vlylrQ=&h=288&w=319&sz=10&hl=en&start=410&itbs=1&tbnid=5qW5DYne9vQhgM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=118&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=396&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=110752152272718
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://static.mypetchicken.com/images/ChickenPix/medium/Studio_BuffBrhmaHen_1086_M.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mypetchicken.com/chicken-breeds/Brahma-B16.aspx&usg=__gYbYSf-_U-urww8NbcFLh2OzIn4=&h=255&w=255&sz=21&hl=en&start=58&itbs=1&tbnid=dCbJ2c5R9eSHSM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=brahma+chicken&start=54&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/Amberbock.jpg&imgrefurl=http://therealowner.com/birds/top-10-breeds-of-chicken/&usg=__seya87hkTB21fjp8NIpfPgx6cZI=&h=1896&w=1432&sz=475&hl=en&start=66&itbs=1&tbnid=qxluWrjt0AGsrM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=113&prev=/images?q=rhode+island+red&start=54&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_EVftVF6OptY/Sji-6SHcKpI/AAAAAAAAJFA/WIGjGT8vJxQ/s400/Araucana-Chicken-3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://pattypenny.blogspot.com/2009/06/araucana-chickens.html&usg=__wX846o56w7gpwntj_vxlIxRpVIA=&h=400&w=289&sz=38&hl=en&start=22&itbs=1&tbnid=Ddo5m-lo0nwOVM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=90&prev=/images?q=araucana+chickens&start=18&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cacklehatchery.com/plymouth_rock_hen_std.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cacklehatchery.com/barred.html&usg=__ykblXx-fAE4uP4EhZVPcqkjZvkY=&h=788&w=596&sz=325&hl=en&start=8&itbs=1&tbnid=dR2MbmUbAhufcM:&tbnh=143&tbnw=108&prev=/images?q=plymouth+rock+chickens&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.self-sufficient-life.com/Goliath13lbs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://successwithpoultry.blogspot.com/2007/04/famous-chicken-breeds-orpington.html&usg=__1sv8QejVSHyFvdTMqTv43T4guoA=&h=342&w=400&sz=60&hl=en&start=87&itbs=1&tbnid=KPxoknCfbype2M:&tbnh=106&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=orpington+chickens&start=72&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm1.static.flickr.com/164/392975634_669d303689.jpg&imgrefurl=http://flickr.com/photos/mypetchicken/392975634&usg=__M-8Tm-V34vIC30JnsqRHayeGdFY=&h=500&w=333&sz=70&hl=en&start=50&itbs=1&tbnid=-fow4K0QafIM6M:&tbnh=130&tbnw=87&prev=/images?q=rosecomb+bantams&start=36&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fermeklassique.com/images/Golden_sebright_female.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fermeklassique.com/09bbF_Oiseaux_exotiques.html&usg=__BtPX66deoWgrt0RpfiaS5FgbPLg=&h=400&w=302&sz=45&hl=en&start=46&itbs=1&tbnid=iGZDximfNkPVfM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=94&prev=/images?q=golden+sebright&start=36&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.triplespringacres.com/Otis.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.triplespringacres.com/rareandfancychickens.htm&usg=__c7pBIVdiqhy70Cd3nPzUZhk8lKQ=&h=2126&w=1417&sz=346&hl=en&start=3&itbs=1&tbnid=Us_o8mD_XLyHfM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=100&prev=/images?q=white+crested+black+polish&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://static.mypetchicken.com/images/ChickenPix/medium/Studio_WSilkie_1005_M.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mypetchicken.com/chicken-breeds/Silkie-Bantam-B100.aspx&usg=__qcKpjY3BpV3szDlDBZA8KajyWU0=&h=255&w=255&sz=12&hl=en&start=16&itbs=1&tbnid=AX0wLEq9juP0DM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=white+silkie+chicken&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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• 91% have them for the eggs!

• 85% have them for pets

• 17% have them for meat

• 5.5% have them for  show. 

• They work our compost heap and make us laugh a lot.

• To give them the opportunity to live out their lives as 
they should be living them after life as a battery
hen.

• We are a school. Caring for the hens teaches children 
all sorts of skills.   Joy, slowing down, education (learning 
how to care for something other than a cat or dog).
They are great therapy.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img.alibaba.com/photo/11121685/Farm_Fresh_Chicken_Eggs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.alibaba.com/product/sreemeggs-11121685-10773826/Farm_Fresh_Chicken_Eggs.html&usg=__TErZXVO7yZCD8t2lS_LhbTNTO1k=&h=400&w=600&sz=17&hl=en&start=1&itbs=1&tbnid=mfEKvlW7bk6puM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=chicken+eggs&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sophieshens.com/images/ChickenEggs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sophieshens.com/index.php?pid=hatching-eggs.php&usg=__ty_ZFdSojfPTDCp5BsAGyXqWXiE=&h=336&w=448&sz=57&hl=en&start=7&itbs=1&tbnid=R9sbqQjoTV8YxM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=chicken+eggs&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.specialtyproduce.com/ProdPics/4088.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.specialtyproduce.com/produce/Brown_Chicken_Eggs_4088.php&usg=__8BP4BL4KCz7A_i7LMJavE965y-U=&h=276&w=436&sz=90&hl=en&start=34&itbs=1&tbnid=Lkd70khAsSmt_M:&tbnh=80&tbnw=126&prev=/images?q=medium+brown+chicken+eggs&start=18&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3075/3105034247_01a3a3afc0.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.backyardchickens.com/forum/viewtopic.php?pid=2861308&usg=__3TUOPIes_HZxWVTNvjWCb7BTghE=&h=384&w=500&sz=78&hl=en&start=20&itbs=1&tbnid=0yxxQJTPhp6xPM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=marans+chicken+eggs&start=18&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.brackenridgeranch.com/images/araucanaeggs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.brackenridgeranch.com/crafted_eggs_10.html&usg=__71ucMouzeutOpmDg9WjX7OCixrQ=&h=533&w=603&sz=93&hl=en&start=38&itbs=1&tbnid=FcbrO8VdLPYWVM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=araucana+chicken+eggs&start=36&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i7.photobucket.com/albums/y286/helena_the_chicken_lady/All%20About%20Chickens/araucanagreeneggplate.jpg&imgrefurl=http://professorchickenscolours.webs.com/eggcolours.htm&usg=__gJMBQeFAHxqSrueHaQwBd3ES7xE=&h=600&w=800&sz=95&hl=en&start=63&itbs=1&tbnid=YFrHVyYqlcoV7M:&tbnh=107&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=araucana+chicken+eggs&start=54&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://littlepeddler.files.wordpress.com/2008/05/bceggs3125.jpg&imgrefurl=http://littlepeddler.wordpress.com/about/&usg=__bg8khMGuNohoDIIfJzrRU_LdWmk=&h=422&w=400&sz=178&hl=en&start=79&itbs=1&tbnid=H6_rQ8_v7Y_XjM:&tbnh=126&tbnw=119&prev=/images?q=french+marans+chicken+eggs&start=72&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.backyardchickens.com/forum/uploads/37655_e2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.backyardchickens.com/forum/viewtopic.php?pid=3855311&usg=__yE8hR1Vdg2f73DpB_aQX_6Y7JGI=&h=480&w=640&sz=33&hl=en&start=12&itbs=1&tbnid=tXzY5YDHeUmVFM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=big+chicken+eggs&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=19305&id=110752152272718&op=6
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cacklehatchery.com/white_leghorn_hen1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cacklehatchery.com/califwhitepage.html&usg=__d0EUoNjajvXFFpN--3NpqmBj184=&h=594&w=600&sz=159&hl=en&start=3&itbs=1&tbnid=X2p_yZaNsSkGBM:&tbnh=134&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=white+leghorn+chickens&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tribuneindia.com/2002/20020413/wld4.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tribuneindia.com/2002/20020413/world.htm&usg=__qksVOfOILZrMA-MY3LX3EA_21ak=&h=202&w=250&sz=35&hl=en&start=3&itbs=1&tbnid=jk_aRDYSBJdnjM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=prize+chicken&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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• The birds are a wonderful way to relax, and they 
provide a perfect reason for getting up in the morning! 
They show their gratitude by asking for your company 
as they search for bugs, grain, etc.  I can't imagine 
how I ever lived without them. Being able to have 
chickens here was the only stipulation I put on the 
idea of moving here in the first place with my husband!

• Because Henrietta is a wonderful chicken.

• 75% say that all chickens are pets

• Nearly 17% say that some chickens are pets

• 8.2 say none of the chickens are pets

• They are, and always will be, pets. 

• I am attached to ALL my girls, some are more 
friendly than others but none the less they are all 
treasured. As you get to know them you realise and 
appreciate the different personalities of each of them. 

• I was not intending for them to be pets, but I quickly 
developed a real love for them and do now consider 
them dear pets. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=292541&id=110752152272718
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=292545&id=110752152272718
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=264509&id=110752152272718
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=292547&id=110752152272718
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://msnbcmedia1.msn.com/j/msnbc/Components/Photos/070720/070720_chicken_pets_hmed_7a.hmedium.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/19871559/&usg=__PV-wqIQYz4etx4BC3yTESKUYeS0=&h=273&w=376&sz=22&hl=en&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=l19vokcmZKzadM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=122&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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• They are not pets as such but are interesting and nice 
to have around.

• I do not eat them or their eggs and they are cherished 
pets. 

• I love my chickens and spend time with them having a 
chat every day. In fact all members of my family do this. 

68.5% say all chickens have names

24% say some chickens have names

7.4% say no chickens have names

• Polka-Dotty is the smartest chicken out of our little flock. She likes 

to jump up on the picnic table bench, and gently peck you until you 

give her a treat- she's trained up to give her treats! 

• Tilly - short for 'Atilla the Hen' - as she was the boss of the bunch 

and used to peck the others. She was a bit of a bully.

• Elvis has a funny hairdo and looks permanently surprised. She 

especially kicks off when another hen is in 'her' nest box and will honk 

like a goose. She has been known to swallow a whole frog. Maybe 

that's why she honks. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/images/2009/may/adams%20400&imgrefurl=http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2009/05/if_you_have_to_be_a_chicken_be.html&usg=__y5Z5oxNgHCxT8_thtp8tEmfjAss=&h=319&w=400&sz=169&hl=en&start=71&itbs=1&tbnid=_Ixf9putWJlhTM:&tbnh=99&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=54&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jillianlauren.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/chix.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jillianlauren.com/blog/?m=200908&usg=__MZuTKSDBWRjD64S_8uME555uEjc=&h=338&w=450&sz=29&hl=en&start=92&itbs=1&tbnid=nty7SLlL_9RiCM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=90&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img1.eyefetch.com/p/dg/645851-b2d24889-ac09-4852-8360-99e6e39eae7cl.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.eyefetch.com/image.aspx?ID=645851&usg=__svWEykDggFg-VGp3aBv629K67vM=&h=535&w=800&sz=96&hl=en&start=125&itbs=1&tbnid=ac0N9YwPuQFQJM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=108&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s2.hubimg.com/u/954105_f520.jpg&imgrefurl=http://hubpages.com/hub/Living-With-Chickens&usg=__Aqni6TjgUUAj-gbddFRmk6mB43k=&h=390&w=520&sz=41&hl=en&start=444&itbs=1&tbnid=Y-S44iEEmjxhPM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=131&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=432&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
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• 64.6 are attached to all their chickens

• 21.5% are attached to some chickens

• Nearly14% are not attached to any chickens

• I am very attached to both the chickens. They chat back when I talk to 

them and they sit on my knee if I have a cuppa in the garden.  They are little 

feathered people and are members of the family.

• Emotional attachment seems like a strong way to describe it. They 

certainly don't exhibit any affection and I don't expect them to. But 

they are living beings that I see every single day living out in my 

yard. They're part of our lives.

• They are delightful little creatures and I would be heartbroken if 

anything bad happened to them. I love the way they come running 

when we whistle and they make us laugh too. 

• We give them foot rubs, hold them if they seem unsettled (they 

don't like change), feed them warm oatmeal in the winter, give 

them treats (raisins and grapes are a favorite), I sing them a 

lullabye at night sometimes.

• Talk to them; cuddle them; stroke them gently; praise them 

and thank the girls for their lovely eggs.

• We have both a morning waking-up routine and a nightly going to bed 

routine that includes turning on their warming light, covering their cage 

and talking softly to them, and giving each of them a final hug. I'm 

amazed at how much love they want and give.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.chickenbreeds.info/images/serama-woman.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.chickenbreeds.info/serama-chickens-as-house-pets/&usg=__66loLLaxaHBMvsWaiKDSLdjOYNU=&h=344&w=400&sz=26&hl=en&start=59&itbs=1&tbnid=fB5LAPkm7l8hZM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=54&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.britishblogs.co.uk/images/685537.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.britishblogs.co.uk/search/fireman/&usg=__0oGm6UlZhAAx04_tYgIBBHmBezA=&h=336&w=300&sz=16&hl=en&start=166&itbs=1&tbnid=kWqVo1OGJ0JxDM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=106&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=162&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/chicken.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/hingham/2009/11/chickens_natures_perfect_pet.html&usg=__0Qb3ltiTce1g_sgj-FRcrAUd_gw=&h=336&w=450&sz=14&hl=en&start=304&itbs=1&tbnid=F0GCKHuhKevGIM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=288&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://media.pennlive.com/midstate_impact/photo/chickensjpg-5ace6624fcee8dc0.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/03/chickens_called_americas_coole.html&usg=__cSLWQQOZZrocIUxw2W550ZQO2Qs=&h=682&w=1024&sz=259&hl=en&start=352&itbs=1&tbnid=OjTWx4ECnJHwYM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=pet+chickens&start=342&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
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• They will stay on as valued pets.

• MMM chicken soup, that's why I named them all Girl.

• They will enjoy their retirement in my garden.

• Keep them. They are my chickeny mates. I know they will stop laying, 

but they aren't the hardest or most expensive pets to keep. They are little 

savages who have wrecked my garden, but so what, I love 'em to bits.

• They are pets & treated as such. No stew pot for them. I'll be running the 

geriatric ward for hens.

• Obelisk the Tormentor has a forever home here...eggs are just an added 

benefit.

• Keep their useless butts around for entertainment :-)

Keep their useless butts around for entertainment :-)

• Keep their useless butts around for entertainment :-)

• I'll find someone who wants them for food. There are plenty 

of people who would want our hens for food, but as they are 

our pets, we don't want to eat them.

• Although I still eat chicken, I could never eat one of MY 

chickens. Hypocritical, yes, but I consider them pets. 

I will hold them lovingly in my arms as I always have and 

when we are both relaxed and ready I will quickly and as 

painlessly as possible break it's neck.  I will continue to hold 

it as it goes through the death trows and the body is drained 

of blood.  I will clean it and process the body with respect 

and appreciation and I will consume it with full awareness of 

who that creature was that gave it's life for my meal.  I will 

celebrate that it's bones are hard from running in my garden 

and that it actually had a life, unlike the mass produced meat 

at the grocery store.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.dailyradar.com/media/uploads/humor/story_preview/2009/08/06/catablogging_the_best_of_my_pet_chicken.jpg&imgrefurl=http://lolblips.dailyradar.com/story/pet_names_for_the_pop_culture_fanatic/&usg=__nK6WuVBTZpDIEh68Oz9_6YTuepA=&h=140&w=140&sz=8&hl=en&start=18&itbs=1&tbnid=tkXgXrk58rwcnM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=my+pet+chickens&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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• March 2 to April 30, 2010

• 217 respondents 

• 70% from 43 states in the U.S.

• 20% from Canada; 4% from New Zealand; one each 

from S. Africa and Yeman

• 88% female

• 52 years average age

• Most recruited through Yahoo groups

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://politics.nashvillepost.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/donkey.jpg&imgrefurl=http://politics.nashvillepost.com/2009/03/31/importing-the-donkeys-mouth/&usg=__ZGZxtb2lXsq93bMj_eGmbo-V_dQ=&h=298&w=400&sz=34&hl=en&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=fh9kFmu03zuvhM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=donkey+and+girl&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/other/donkey/standard/images/standard-web-1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/other/donkey/standard/index.htm&usg=__8B7vvbb1WsNLrqhjqUSSGi12UYo=&h=257&w=300&sz=19&hl=en&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=lsz1NmJhprOmKM:&tbnh=99&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=standard+donkey&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.equineadoption.com/picts/WILD%20THING.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.equineadoption.com/2006.htm&usg=__teERpZay4Mw0PXxLs2d8_8R5BeY=&h=269&w=300&sz=146&hl=en&start=6&itbs=1&tbnid=vtFDx0gL3ZdpiM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=standard+donkey&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3289/2723071780_99067c3f91.jpg?v=0&imgrefurl=http://flickr.com/photos/tjrglass/2723071780/&usg=__L4D9DiXTz0Kz3WCAH5Cf3H9vy5I=&h=375&w=500&sz=151&hl=en&start=77&itbs=1&tbnid=xiRm_86EHdtylM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=mammoth+donkey&start=72&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://debruceranch.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/rudy_adms_national_championship.95213348_std.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.debruceranch.com/7_mule_days_ole_days&usg=__Mpnxv3Pmsu20PDG9FtH8OtylZd8=&h=963&w=800&sz=90&hl=en&start=9&itbs=1&tbnid=yHrgnfX3FIHIkM:&tbnh=148&tbnw=123&prev=/images?q=mini+donkey&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://image52.webshots.com/152/6/5/58/443660558vlRnfc_ph.jpg&imgrefurl=http://travel.webshots.com/photo/1443660558077835635vlRnfc&usg=__c7fptV1M6DiJdcwmle3GGJ6rEwc=&h=600&w=800&sz=117&hl=en&start=4&itbs=1&tbnid=c_flkJy-UU9ahM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=irish+donkey&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_xPRJcY91HB4/SbwGujyu03I/AAAAAAAAAR8/NCLAyLKPVhY/s400/Baudet+Donkey.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fupenguin.com/2009/03/start-fucking-donkey.html&usg=__qmST29NcVPDh2ozk1duQwyK1nc0=&h=387&w=400&sz=48&hl=en&start=81&itbs=1&tbnid=VEE-qy_nBqVCqM:&tbnh=120&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=poitou+donkey&start=72&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
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• Guardians for sheep and goats

• Protectors and companions for horses

• Jacks for breeding mules

• Giving rides at petting farms

• Driving a cart or wagon

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_yrba-xkdf6w/SPQIrQVt2sI/AAAAAAAABZA/tt_Vn861sIM/s400/Stoney+Ridge+Farm+Oct+08+023.jpg&imgrefurl=http://deremerblog.blogspot.com/2008_10_01_archive.html&usg=__Vg9s5uWpjGAiPMdrIOJi4VjI8IA=&h=300&w=400&sz=35&hl=en&start=14&itbs=1&tbnid=xyqhZxCtPVFKsM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=donkey+ride+petting+farm&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://mohair.alphalink.com.au/Images/meandmickie3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mohair.alphalink.com.au/donkeys.htm&usg=__clFGzYNUc7_5sThBfRPBy3d00es=&h=240&w=360&sz=22&hl=en&start=15&itbs=1&tbnid=bEdTnytHAswXUM:&tbnh=81&tbnw=121&prev=/images?q=donkey+pulling+cart&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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• I saw one and my heart melted.

• I love their looks and their sound.

• They make me laugh and take me for 
VERY interesting rides.  There is nothing 
like riding a curious burro!

• They are a constant source of love and 
company.

• They are the most fab animal and the 
perfect pet for kids or adults… God’s 
greatest creation!

“I have always been attracted to donkeys… 
have no idea why, except that my maternal 
Grandad owned them in Sicily.  My mother 
thought it genetic.”

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://image59.webshots.com/559/8/55/25/2349855250064374303WrbmeU_fs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://travel.webshots.com/photo/2349855250064374303WrbmeU&usg=__AKIC5FfkvxAIPfKIrC6E9KYxLW4=&h=1192&w=1789&sz=692&hl=en&start=84&itbs=1&tbnid=nqeg54QTag3RTM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=riding+a+donkey&start=72&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.northgatefarm.com/images/OurStory02a.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.northgatefarm.com/miniature-donkey-story.htm&usg=__9D1FkTh81P47QLIcNcc_L0cCk0k=&h=507&w=667&sz=97&hl=en&start=54&itbs=1&tbnid=oKKLFb-jFxOCBM:&tbnh=105&tbnw=138&prev=/images?q=miniature+donkey&start=36&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://image28.webshots.com/29/4/8/21/270940821rCXpgj_fs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://outdoors.webshots.com/photo/1270940821065593418rCXpgj&usg=__DeTh2ZlLEGJrNkQSI1mxikwmsmU=&h=660&w=948&sz=114&hl=en&start=48&itbs=1&tbnid=atv9XfbaEGhwJM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=148&prev=/images?q=donkey+in+sicily&start=36&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
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• 75% say all donkeys are pets

• 16% say some donkeys are pets

• 10% say none of the donkeys are pets

• Donkeys adopted as companions for horses 
became companions for me

• Donkeys are working stock on a ranch and are 
ridden to check fence lines, scout for game

• Donkeys – the pet you can ride

• Companion donkeys have no other job

• Donkeys used for breeding, but are 
also pets

• All of my donkeys are loved pets, but 
each each has a job to do – driving, 
riding, ground work.  

• Donkeys as part of a support system –
due to my close relationship with 
donkeys, I have met great people who 
share my life and passion for them

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://forum.belmont.edu/africa/donkey_ride_lg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://forum.belmont.edu/africa/2008/05/just_people_helping_people_1.html&usg=__gGDs_dNxqlBBey70OWuIh5U-mg8=&h=844&w=1125&sz=229&hl=en&start=14&itbs=1&tbnid=VT5eiSERyknh7M:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=donkey+ride&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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• Jacks are not pets. They need to be             
treated firmly but kindly.

• As much as we love them, their primary        
purpose is as brood stock.

• My goal is to breed a real mammoth donkey.        
My jack is a very correct specimen and               
will be an asset to the breed, but he is               
also very much my pet and companion.

• 85% are attached to all donkeys

• 12% are attached to some of their donkeys

• 3% are not attached to any of their donkeys

• I am attached more than a person can know.

• He makes me laugh and feel that I am special.

• I have great respect for them as a breed, but they 
are livestock.  It is a business arrangement – not a 
love affair.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.masassacres.com/images/threeamigos.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.masassacres.com/welcome.htm&usg=__B8SEPx9M4I5_TtO0mqxeEAtLEr8=&h=375&w=500&sz=85&hl=en&start=4&itbs=1&tbnid=_sP6bSafpqmFmM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=mammoth+jackstock&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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• She is the equine light of my life.  I love her attitude, 
the way she processes information, her learning 
capacity, her patience, and her company.

• He trusts me.  He feels I am his person.  His breath 
smells like honey.  He is a character with whom 
discussions are important, not orders.  He requires 
tact and a relationship.

• I am attached, but they are not cats or dogs.

• They are just like big, friendly dogs that don’t 
come into the house.

• They follow me around and enjoy human 
company, with temperaments very much like   
big puppy dogs.

• I see no difference between my 4-footed and 
2-footed children.

• I love them just as I love all my pets.

• Donkeys work their way into your heart and soul.

• They are like giant dogs with bunny ears and have the 
intelligence of a small child.

• I would be lost not seeing his happy face and big ears.  He 
shared my grief when I lost other animals.

• They have a presence that is unmistakably loving, warm and 
comforting.  They have been my solice in hard times –
there’s no human that has been such a steady friend.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.animalliberationfront.com/News/AnimalPhotos/Animals_141-150/itsadonkey.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.animalliberationfront.com/News/AnimalPhotos/Animals_141-150/144DonkeyDog.htm&usg=__0YnginUE4eNv7oMQlWC6KzIKGs8=&h=479&w=596&sz=66&hl=en&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=497lG8cQ0dcRAM:&tbnh=108&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=donkey+and+dog&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img.metro.co.uk/i/pix/2008/10/DonkeyAPEX_450x300.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.metro.co.uk/news/346669-a-donkey-that-s-got-the-run-of-its-owners-home&usg=__V3WfT2lrkm4vitT8QAZj3Bx237M=&h=300&w=450&sz=37&hl=en&start=3&itbs=1&tbnid=qUUDWfUF3-SB_M:&tbnh=85&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=pet+donkey&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.robink.ca/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/faustusjacquie.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.robink.ca/blog/moving-the-donkeys/&usg=__qjxCO-w9yqBwJCr54E801m-dbSA=&h=600&w=600&sz=361&hl=en&start=35&itbs=1&tbnid=3SL-TN1otJZLkM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=donkey+following+person&start=18&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_imAh6XVQ8Pk/S5XBLgepyqI/AAAAAAAAAMg/hqFDlR7TB8w/s400/P1000419.JPG&imgrefurl=http://equestrianink.blogspot.com/2010_03_01_archive.html&usg=__nPBhziixtVW3VOcJ6uO6Njr8c4M=&h=300&w=400&sz=56&hl=en&start=8&itbs=1&tbnid=3KxECvpPOARb7M:&tbnh=93&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=i+love+my+donkey&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sunnygacres.com/Carmen,%20Vanna%20&%20Vanessa%20-%20R.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.sunnygacres.com/&usg=__9nYor95f9w9TWuoqAOTLg5CDC60=&h=332&w=400&sz=38&hl=en&start=97&itbs=1&tbnid=69PNhwUPrG6ONM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=donkey+love&start=90&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1
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Cocaa Puff Kissed by the Full Moon 
Dry Gulch Maynard Assteroid

Winston Churchill Bella Teodora

Lollipop Ruby Slippers

Flapjack Buffalo Bill

Peapod Louis L’Amour

Honkity Hank Mighty Small Wilbur

Mischief Patience My Ass

D.B.  Buckaroo’s Little Stinker

• The death of my donkey was very difficult.

• Our donkeys are buried on our farm, with each 
having a board on the fence with their name and 
dates of birth and death.

• The donkey was in constant pain, so I did what was 
best and put her down.  Of course I was sad.  I 
felt like someone ripped my heart right out of my 
chest and sucked the breath right out of me, but 
it was the right thing for her.

• It is illegal to bury an animal in our county, so we had to 
dispose of the body through the rendering truck.  It 
was very distressing to lose a friend you love to see and 
hear each day, then see him dragged across a field by 
means you wouldn’t dream of doing in life.

• I missed my donkeys very much, but not as much as the 
other donkeys.  For two weeks, they left a place at the 
trough where the others once fed.

• At the moment of her death, all the donkeys brayed as 
I wailed.  The vet said he had never witnessed the 
compassion these animals had.
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“He was a top halter and performance donkey 
and a dear friend.  We never got over his 
death and still have his old nylon halter 
hanging in our living room.  We said we would 
take it down when a jack came along who 
deserved to wear it.  We’ve had two that were 
that good, but the halter still hangs.”


