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CUAPTES X 

THE PROBISM AHO ITS lEFIHITION 

PurpoM 

This is a stud^ to datoraiao tba status of thm public apoodOi 

traialng prograa ia tho rural high schools of Toaaessoo aad an effort 

to offer a coastructiTO help ia the iaprosoasat of that prograa. Tho 

purposes of tho stadtjr are as foUomt 

(1) To find to what exteat our poteatial eosmaity loaders 

axo zoeoioiag traiaiag la tlw art of publie spoakiag* 

(2) To dotorsdas iriiat nethoda are bsiag usod ia tho de-volop* 

asnt of public spoakors* 

O) To flad tho i^ortcoedaes of our prosoat spooch-trmiaiag 

ooti^. 

(U) f9 devolop a hoadbodh ia puihLie spoakiag for otudsato 

oaroUed ia Tooatioaal agriculture. 

Head for tho Study 

mth pooplo ia tho Hold of agricultural odueatioa it is a 

rtosgsiMd fact that ia our prssoat ooeial sotiq>« loadsrship is aa i»* 

portaat factor ia tho aaiatoaaaco ̂ tho faraors* woll-bolBg. Tho fact 

that loadsrship aad publie i^idCUg arc tied so dosoly togsthor is 

probably one of tho tcsy thov^ts ia tho purposo of this atudy* It also 

follows aatursUy that siaos tho toachor of Tooatioaal agrioultoro is 
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la tte f«nnr8< a»ll-b»ing, Iw will b« vitally iataiwstwd 

ia tlw davBlopoeat of publie opoakors who will tako thoir plaeo ia 

tho e<»ntiiBitloa of our Stato, 

To dotoraiao the otatao of our iqpoodi traiaiag progi«% oor-

taialy oao of tho firat thiaga wo aaod to do ia to flad what aothoda 

are hoiag uaod ia the earrirlag oat of this prograa, aad to loam, aa 

aoarly aa poasiUOf whieh of thoao aathoda ara giviag boat rasulta* 

Hera, alao, wo ali^t fiad aona iadieatLoa aa to who-yior atiU other 

aathoda aight bo iatrodueed with daairdble raaulta. 

Most of us will readily OMooda that ao oduoatlfmal progroa is 

perfect, aer are aoat of our aathoda of teaehiag without vom for i»» 

provoaaat* Thezofore, perhaps wo eaa aaauao that there are short-

coaiBga ia our proaoat apeeoh-traialiig setup, nth this assisqitioa 

ia aiad, wa ̂ all try to flad soaa of the ooakaosaee aad thea aaka aa 

effort to atroagthea or ovorowaa these poiata. soaa eases, it alid^t 

evoa be poaaible to tern apparaat liabiliUos iato assets. 

Oao of the aoat poteat weapoaa for ooBviadag "Uie huaaa 

is throu^ publie spoooh. through this aadiua, opiaiona are fonad 

aad ohaagad, ideas aad ideals axe foxeulated aad uniargD ehaagea, aad 

ovoa patteras of gavorMsat are quite oftea affeeted by sen who qmb 

sway the eaotioae aad the thiakiag of a peiqple by the art of oratiag. 

Xeara of oxporloMo ia this field have ahowa that iaforaatloa in the 

fore of refereaea aatorlal ia very lisited. It ia the iateatioa of 

the writer to ociqpils iaforaatloa, diraetioaa, awl guidaaoe ao toaohora 

aad atudeata aay fiad it to be of valuable aaaistaaaa. 



IdaitatlMUi of tho Sto^jr 

Tkm lo llsitod to tho pfubllo hi|^ oidiools of Tobmbmo, 

Tho dogno of siidlorlty botiiooa this ood othor stotos is prebLoastiesl, 

Hoso'mry it is iatoadsd thot tho OMralusioBs ohi^ wmj bo rosofaod fr«s 

this stodljr will bo usod Isrgsly in this Ststo. 

Tho stu^jr lisdts itself to tosehors of Tocotionsl sgrieultwrs. 

FOrhsps tho best rssseo for this lioitatiMi is that tosobsrs of rocs-

tioBal agrieulturs are aero dirsetly eoaooraod, aad azo oozw directly 

charged with, tiio dBvoleposnt of fax* loadsrship througlhowt tho cooatios 

of our Stato. !niis stii4jr dsos not iatontionsUy detract froa tho fiao 

job boiag doao hgr toachors ia othor dspartasats of onr hie^ schools. 

Fsrhapo «ro of tho groatost liaitatioas of this, or any nw* 

stu^f, is that it deals with nors or loss iatangibis factors. It is 

aot as oaay to arriwo at aaswsrs ia toruB of facts aad figures as it 

would bo ia a studjr which deals with tangible owideaco. This is preba-

blj a aajor reason coatributiag to tho fact that so few studUs have 

booa aads ia this field. It is hanaa aatare to assy fi^ thMo 

things that azw difficult to put ea paper ia tho fora of ocOLd facts 

aad figures. Xho writor realises tho soriousBess of this liaitatioB. 

Methods of Procedure aad Sources of Osta 

the prooodurs usod ia aaldag this stuc^ began with tho forma, 

latioa of a surwey fom whi<di was designed to cover the prooodarss, 

practices, aad aaUiods usod ty vocational agriculture toactero to 
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train atudenta in pubiLLc apaaklng. Included in this survejmre nanor 

criteria, stioh aa publie speech training possessed hgr the teachers then-

selves, ehieh would have varied effects cm the public speech training 

program for hi|^ schot^ students* 

A list of the teachers of voeaticmal agriculture in l^emsssse was 

secured throui^ the Agricultural Education fiepartaent, Ihiiversilgr of 

Tennessee, and a decision was made to select twenty teachers at well-

distributed points from each grand division of^State* 

The survey forms were mailed to the sixty seleoted teaehers* Com 

pleted forms were returned ty fifty teaohers. Aa excellent Job was done 

in eonpleting the forms by those idio returned them, with^exception 

of the cfOBstioas relating to reference materials used, both for classro<Mi 

stuty and for 'Uae training of individual speakers* This fact, along with 

remarks made relating to reference materials, indioated a decided lack 

of adequate reference materials. 

Based on these finding and throu(^ information foimd in a number 

of books and periodieals on public speaking, the writer proceeded to 

assemble a handbook section intended to help hiejh school students, pri 

marily, and teachers, secondarily, in public speech training* 

Beview of Belated Literature 

Tressler and Christ^ saidi 

C* Tressler and Benry X* C3irist, English in Action (Bostoni 
B, C* Beath and Coepasy, 19$$)$ P* U7* 



Itelasa you plan to live a« a herHlt on a lona araxintaintop^ 
aooaar or later you're going to have to epeak in public. The 
butcher, tiie baker, the foreman, the clerk, the faneer, the 
storekeeper, the lai^r, the engineer, the teacher, the doctor—. 
all need to be able to explain to oae or acre people ehat to 
do and hoe to do it. 

Judson^ said that irriting and speaking are the only effective 

■edia that ee have for conveying our ideas to o^r people. He also 

indicated that the person who can speak effectively enjoye the richest 

rewards frcoi life and should thusly train hinself to the hi^st possible 

degree in the art of public epeakiag. 

Hmqpberys^ statedt 
Possibly it is not too much to siy that one of the najor nsechi 

of the all»day agrictiltural prograa is a provision for an activity
which will assist the Future Famsr to recognise the fandng prob. 
Isms of his day and to studjr these probleas looking forward to a 
satisfactory solution. The recognition and solution of cceuwa 
problenis in farsing call for a gro^ consciousness and a coopeiv 
ative effort for their satisfactory solutim. The public speaking 
contest properly conceived and properly organised seesm to offer 
an excellent device for e desirable informal forun in the local 
chapter for etiaulatiag the studf of local problens, thinking,
discussing, and planning tbs solution of thoso probleas. This 
type of activity appeals to ths writer as functitmal learning. 

Sai^^ advocated intensive trelning in public speaking for tho 
outstanding students in this field. However, he strongly recnnsndsd 

ths tsadiing of the fui^Unsntal principles of publie spoaking and prac-

tlco in theso principles for all students enrolled in daises of voca-. 

tional agriedture. 

^lyoan Spicsr Judaea, Public Speaking for Futu^ Farosrs (Oanvllls,
lUiaoiet Ths Interstate Printers and Publishers, 19U3)* PP« 9-10. 

^t,. B. Huaphsrys, "Public Speaking As a leadarship Activity In 
F.FJL.," Ths Agricultural Edneatioa Magaains. 25i 137» Dscsmbsr 1952. 

^Lso H. Solth, "Training a Publie Speaker," Ths Agricultural
Education Ibigaaias, 23t llU» Hoveobsr 19^* 
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IfeiJiAr^ 8tr«8«id tiM Iqportfioace of training boy8 in tlio pmpara-* 
tion and dslivoiy of spoechoa beeaus* it holpa the* to iopress groupa 

of peopXa, iBg>roims thair abilily to aaat and Ulk with paopla, and 

aida then in loading diseusaion grovqia* 

Scott^ nrgaa tha atinulaticn of participation in local public 
apaaking contosts, aaylng that thia ia pexhape our finoat aathod of 

dovoloping coaaunity leaderahip. Ba alao foola that tha agricultum 

toachaira ahould aeok tha cooperation of tha En^iah teachar in giving 

thia training. 
^ 7 

Cartwright anthuaiaatically calls to our attention tha fact 

toat aa a zwault of public speaking and leader^ip training in wocao 

tional agriculture, we now have mu^ of thsaa fomer atudenta leading 

state lagialaturea, aarving aa repreeantatives friaoi l^ir districts, 

and aany other raaponsihla positions of laadarahip. Ba urges the da-

velopnent and eapansion of our laadarahip training piograa. 

Dslinltion of Xifai 

Tha te» "public speaking" appliee to speeches deliveied to 

9' State Officara," The AgriculturalEducation liagaaiw. 2Ui 2^,Ki^ X9$Z, 

^Joseph K. Scott, "Contributions of tha P.7.A, to tha CooBunity."
The Agricultural Education Magazine. 2^1 79, October 19^2, 

7 

m. t Cartwright, "P,F.A.—-Vocational Agricultuie's ̂ rangth."The Agricultxaml Education Magazine. 281 129, Qacemher 19^, 
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pablio gBthsringa and grotqpta 

Tha phraM "^hlic speech treiaiBg progru" is used to Indicate 

the progzwa for training students to iqpeak pnblicaXIy, to participate 

in public speidciiig oootestSf aad to participate in other youth actiTl-

ties* 

The tern *Udalc on as used in this study is interpreted 

M a value which is the result of training in public speaking* The 

training in public speaking should enable the individual to think while 

Btan^ng before a group and fluently eaqpraae hie thou^s* 

The tern *8peech eenetruction** refera to the biingiBg together 

of related oeterials in such a way aa to effect a total apeaoh. 

The tern "chapter contest" refera to public epeaking contests 

which arc held in local F.F.i. chapters in the hi^ eehoole. 

"Beference neterlal" is a tern used to designate those bo^cBn 

periodicals, and other infomatLoa that are used ae teadiing aids in 

olasarooa work and as aourcas of reaaaroh in the coiwtructien of 

spooohoe. 

The tern "handbook* as usad in this study i« intorpxwtad to 

nsaa naanal or guidsbodk. 

V t ^ 

> . ' 



CMPTEH II 

sirmTioi 

0»air>l 

In anrLTljaig at tha status of tito public spaakiiig program in tho 

Tooational agriculture dspartoeixts of tha high sefaools of Tomissssef suru 

eey fosras mere mailed to sixty teatdiersy of idiich fifty were retiumed 

ccnq^ted. Forms were mailed to tmenty eidely distiributed teaeluirs in 

eadi of the three grand divisicuBS of the State. Eighteen completed forsaB 

mere returned from East Thnassseey sixteen from MLddle^ and sixteen from 

Ifost. 

One of the major intentions in this study vaa to find the factors 

affscU.ng the publie epeeeh training program im our high schools, as eell 

as ths relationship of theso factors to eadi other. A study of ths tables 

in this chapter elU rtiow these factors and, to a Baited extent, their 

relationships. 

Presentation of Findings 

The investigator vanted to find out if there liis ai^ relation ba-

teeen tho mxnbar of years tat^t and the attitude toward public speaking. 

The results are ahofwn in Table I. 

The differences were not too great. The conclusion here ie that 

nearly all teachezw enjoy teaching publie speaking. Of those idio did 

not enjoy it, the main reason giren was that they felt their own train 

ing in publie speaking to be inadsquate. 

An effort was mads to find how teaohsrs foel abcmt tho la^Mrtance 

of training in public spsaking. Sixty-six per cent of the teaohsrs 

https://affscU.ng


TABU 1 

TEACmSS'EXPERIEICE AND ATTITUIS 
TCfvABD pmic s?smm 

Xbots* Tsadilag 

lasa than 20 

20"IS 

16-20 

Over 20 

total 

^aoher R»Bpona»» 
JNAwr Par Oant 

9 18.0 

8 16.0 

13 26.0 

20 ItO.O 

56 100.0 

Viudasr Teadittrs Iho Enjoy 

a 

T 

10 

Ik 

3? 



10 

8iirT»7»d f«lt that this training nas important} thlrtar-four per 

cent felt that it was important. It was interesting to note that none 

considered it to be nainportaat. This information is fonnd in Table 1Z» 

If the opindLim of teadiers eaa be used as a measuring stick, then 

me are assured of the i8|)ortance of offering training in public speaking 

to hi|^ school students. 

In the first tmo tables it mas the writer's intention to present 

the attitude of the teachers toward public speaking. In Table HI is 

found the teachers' estieates of the percentegs of etudents mho ean 

profit fron training in publie epealEing. Forty^i^ight par oent of the 

teadhire said that one hundred per cent of ttm students eould profit 

fron the training} taenty-four par cent of the teachers felt that seventy-

fins per sent could so profit} or, ei^^tyi^ight par eont of the teeohere 

estinated that nore than fifty per eent of tho hi|jh ediool studsnts eould 

profit from being trained in the art of public speaking. 

To the mriter. Table HI and Tabla IF are closely related, and the 

pictxirs presented in these two tablas is a striking mm. Ihil^ in Table 

HI the teachers estinated that nearly all students eould profit tram. 

training in public speaking, in Table I? forty««i^t per eent of them 

rate etudant intereet in public spaakiag as low} fifty per cent medium} 

and imly tmo per cent rate it as being hl^. 

It might be interesting to the reader to probe into the relation* 

ship batmeon Table 17 and Table HT. 

The teacher ains in teadiing public speaking did not ihow great 

varlatioa, as found in Table 7. Thirty-ei^ht teachers gave "leadership 
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X4BLE IX 

TEACHERS MIKIRQ IMFORTAIiCB 
OF PUBLIC SPEECH TBAIMZIK} 

DBgrse of iMportaiie* Mttibor For Oeni 

▼•27 laportoiit 33 66.0 

laqportant 17 3U.0 

Mot Xoportoat 0 0.0 
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tism xu 

VSR GBHT or STDCmS mCHEBS MUErS GiH 
PBom FBOM PUBUO SPEECH TS&INIIIO 

teacher HespoBaee" 
hinVm-r Vmr* CmniPer C»at Hhmbar

IX per cent 2k U8.0 

7$ per cent 12 2lt.O 

!Sb per oeat 8 16.0 

2$ per cwnt 2 U.0 

Under 2$ per cent 2 ll.O 

Ho aaneer 2 li.O 

ir 
4". ./. • -• V H'-

.\v • ■" ■ . • 
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TABLE 17 

TEACHER RATING OF STUEEHT INTEREST 
IN POBIIC SFEAKIHQ 

Tochars Rating 
Stwiant Interart Mwbar Par Cent 

^1^ 1 2,0 

Ibdiujt 25 50.0 

2U U8.0 
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TABES 7 

TEACHER AIMS IN TEACHINQ PIBLIC SPEAHRQ 

No, Teaohars Cbsektng 
Alas 

I. Hslp studsnts in gensral school 
setirltles 12 

2. llaka F.F,A. oBstings aors 
intoresting 0 

Lssdsrship bsyoad hi^ sohooX 38 
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beyond higb eehool* as their pzdjsaxy aim in teaching public speaeh* 

llUelve teachers said they fvve the troiniag in order to help students 

in gsMral school activities. Hone offered tbe training for the purpose 

of aakiag F.F.A. aasetings nore interesting. 

Table VI tells us that sixteen teachers Btat the nain purpose of 

a speech as being to inpart technical and factual knoeladgo to the an-

dLenoe. On the other hand, thirty-four teadiers had the above as ons 

puxpose in presenting a speedli, but they also had another purpofNi, that 

of asking a bid for listener attention through beautilUl words. 

Table Vll presents sons interesting inforaation. Seventy per cent 

of the teadiers used class tins for instruction la public speakittg, but 

only forty per cent included it in their teaohing calendars. Hhj do 

P*** eent of the teachers use class tiae to teadi public apeakiag 

and yet do not include it in their teaching caleadars? The writer does 

not feel qualified to answer this question, and, if he did, it would be 

purely a aatter of opinion. 

As to hear anofa tins was used to teach public speakiag, we will find 

in Table VIII that seniors were accorded aore training tiwe than oithar 

of the other elaeses, with the freehaen beiag allotted the soallest 

aaouat. There was a gradual iacrease ia tins spent in public speoeh 

training froa the first year ia high school to the last. 

The iaterpretatioa of Table X showed ei^ty-four per cent of the 

teachers coapletiag survwya gave individual instruction in public speak 

ing to their studenta. Tha xunga ia hours listed per student varied froa 

a low of one to a hi^ of twenty, with three tea^iors ssyiag that gave 
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ft8 ffisjatir ttB naeded. 

fiartiig h««rd taachara eooplain for a aoaber of 3^ars abotxt tha 

iiaadetjaaqr of good refere«ca aatarlala for public epeaklng, the writer 

tried to Had ottt idiat reference wterials ware being used. Table IX 

indlcatee that the teadiers have had beale for their CQii?)laiiit«. Many 

of Mm teacliers listed only one or two reference books that they wore 

using, while nineteen teachers evidently had no refereneee. Of those 

refereaoee that were listed, wany wore not written to be used as refer 

ences for hi^ school students. It can be seen frcm Table H why teach 

ers plasad for scan siaple reference aaterial. 

Methode of practising pnhlie speaking vary widely, as Is evideBced 

by the (bte in Table H. Most teachers used several nethods. FToa Mm 

facts presented here, it would sppear that no single nethod of practice 

is outBtaB<fi.Bg over the other nethods. Soae of tJ^ie laethods most ooanon-

ly used were as followst speaklag before civio groupsj practicing be 

fore other teachers, before a nirror, at hone) personal eraaple by the 

teacheri piaybaok reeordiags; and dbliverlng the speech for crltician 

by other students. 

Scans 8igBin.cant insists on why certain techniques of teaching 

are follcfwed by taadiers and how students ere motivated by teachers are 

revealed in Table HI and Table Xni. Table IH supports the feet that 

the Majority of teachers offered training in nsaoriaed speaking to their 

studentsj yet, in Table HII, the greater aunber stated that they pre-

fai'red training studsata to speak firen notse, reasoning that beyond 

sehool, students would not be spsaldag froas nsnorlaed saterlels. Those 

https://outBtaB<fi.Bg
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TABI£ n V 

posposES OF im spmM 

No, of teachers' 
lialn Purposes Main Purpose 

1. To iB^art technical and 
faetual knowledge to the 
aucHezxie 16 

2. For listener appeal Wirou^i 
beautiful words 0 

Both?• % 

■7. 

MBkAbiSHLiiSiil 



�� 

  

v' i ■■,." •■ 
18 

,,v: ; . 

*̂ 49 " '.M 
• . 

^ 

i •-• ■ 

"• '-■ 

JV. -'. ^ 
"H ■■ 

H 

umE vzi 

KUMBER fEACHESS USIMG CUSS TXHE 
m PUBUG SFSECH INSfBUOTIOK 

Bae Olase Tiae 

laoladid In Teadiiiag Calendar 

Teacher Bcapongea 
Mxatbey Per Cent 

35 70 

20 j^Q 
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CJA^SS TAUGHT PUBLIC 
AND HOUBS mS 

CXmms 

FsVfteMB 

8o|AioBior* 

JNmior 

Senior 

2.1$ 

2 • 10 

X • 10 

1 - 1^ 

$.k 

6,1 

6,6 

^ ,• 
»• 

^ it- /•; 
i-

■. , ' y ■■'*.» *^i«-

•^v-

i-- p iVi^ 

Vii' 1) 
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t&Bl£ IX 

BEHISEirs mmokis u^o fgb cussHcxai 
AMD IMmVIDUAL IMSTRUCTIOM 

Bsfexences Used 
in Class Woiic 

'io.— 
Using 

Referenees Used in Individual 
Speeeh Construction 

No. 
Using 

Winning F.FJl. 
Speeehee U Sow to Write a Speeds 1 

Helps in Mastering 
Farliansntar:/ Pro 
cedure 1 F.F.A. Public Spesking 3 

Bleaents of Public 
Speaking 3 Basle Principlss of Speech 1 

Public Speaking for 
Futture Farmers 8 Former students' speeohes 1 

Mbe lou'ze Talking 1 Winning F.F.A. Speeches 3 

F.F.A. Haimal 1 Guide to Publie Speaking 1 

College Textbook 1 Sati«ial Report 2 

Farm Magaaiaes 1 

lectures of Robert L.1 

Taylor 1 

Rational F.F.A. 
Report 1 

Aaerioan Speeeh 1 

English Textbooks 1 

HOTEt Xineteeii teachers did not list aaj references used. 
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TABI£ X 

B9UBS OF imsmimL xHSTaucrxov 

BottW Xastyuctlon 
Jfawhr teBponsea" 

1-2 

3-U 

5-6 

8-10 

10-15 

80 

VariftB 

9w 

As Muoor «8 Msdsd 

9 

k 

9 

3 

3 

3 

5 

3 

3 

18 

8 

18 

6 

6 

6 

10 

6 

6 

;,V. 

:< 

,.-

.V' • 

.1 ' : 

^ 
. .. .'.fs 

^ipxr": 
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»• 
>■ 

' 

y 
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tkBlE U 

letHODS FCB PRACTICE 
IH PUBLIC SPSAHMG 

ItOBber Tisaehazv 
Ifcthodc For Pr>etle> Uglng Ifcthod 

1. Playback neordliigs 23 

2. Psrsoaal •aon^lji 2X 

3* Practles btforv otfatr 
teachars 36 

k» Crltiol«B iQT ot)»r students 26 

$• Bom prsoties 30 

6. Praetlcs befozu nlrror 20 

7> Spssk to eivlc groiapa yt 
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; TABtE m 

TIFES OF SFEEOi TRAINING OIFSBEO STUIENTS 

typ» of Sp—ch Training Mmbr Ti»aoh>ra Otiag 

SxtoqporuMoua 13 

IfBwrlMd X9 

FrwB aot«t 13 

All typ— 21 
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TABLE mi 

imsor si>EECHEs bt tea^sbs 

lfuKb«r Teaehftrs 
Typ* of Spoldng Preferring 

ExtoiqioraxMous 7 

Ueaorlsed 12 

Froa Hotes 18 

AU typ»> jg^ 

v: V..,_ .1 Mf . I -- ..O f' A4)f -0,.>t^"AiO iwA> 
i-vA \, w a. i 

V v ■•"' 

..5' . '■ 
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TWT^ 

prefemd oeaorlMd spaaklag contanded that tha awrage student vaa 

not eapable of doing * good Job of sponkiag from aotoa until fan had had 

training in maaorlwd spaaking. Tbt7 *lso eontandad that this mathod 

gava him graatar eonlidanoa in himsalf during hla aarly training, nhidi 

thay baliavad to be very important. 

Teachers naad a great variety of methods to create interest. The 

methods most frequently used nerst stressing future naadS} showing stu 

dents tte valua of publio speaking as a F.F.A, aceaisq)lishaant} and giving 

students awards, trophies, and additional credit on their grades. Ti«4e 

evidence is supported by Table XX?. 

Aoeording to Table X?, seventy-four per cent of the teachers hold 

a local chapter pabLie speaking contest. Forty.six per cent of the teach-

ere entered their subdistriet contest more than Hfty per cent of the 

years that they had been teaching. Forty-twe per eent entered from 

twenty-six to fifty per tmnt of the time. The remaiBder of the geovp 

dropped below twenty-five per cent. 

It is found from a study of Table XVI that there was a great vari 

ation in the tine spent in preparing speeches, mw range was from one to 

more than twelve weeks, with the average being ten. The same was true in 

the case of time between finishiag the speech and date of the contest, 

whidr would be the length of time available for practicing the speech. 

The average length of tine available for practice was four weeks. 

As cam be aeea from Table XVII, forty-five per cent of the teach 

ers preferred msmoriaed speakUg eoatests. Ihirty-eigbt per eent would 

prefer contests in speaking from notea. Several teaobere eald they be— 
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T/LBLE nV 

UETHOQS TEACHERS USE TO CREATE 
INTEREST IN PUBLIC SPEAEIHQ 

Nuatber Toacbera 
litthods Umd to Craate latorest Using Uathod 

Gdving addod ozvdit, cirards and trophlea 8 

Interriowing studaats parsoaoUjr 1 

Baading pravious F.F«A. spaeehas 6 

Curzvnt •'rant talka« MgasiaB rvports 
and dabating U 

Stxnaaing fUtura naad lit 

l^owlev imlm aa F«P.A. aoooaplii^intnfc X3 

Explalnii^ ▼alue aa related to other 
Bohool eonraea X 

Talka foroar ninning atudenta 3 

Conatructive criticism of outside speakers 2 

> t . A.** 
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PAfiSlCXFATXON IH FOBLIC smKXBQ COIRI^ 

Teacher RespciDBeg' 
ftrpo of Coateat Ifuaber Per Cent 

Chapter Contesti 

Hold eosteat 37 Ik 

Subdietrict Contest (Per cent 
of total years entering)* 

25 per cent or less 6 12 

26* 5i9 21 U2 

Si•75 10 20 

76^ 100 12 26 
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um,zvx 

KOMBBR WSK8 fSOU STAmm AND FIfiZMiKI 
SPEECH 10 TIME OF COHTEST 

less More AYg. 
Than !» ks 8.12 Than No. 

lUm Weeks h Vfteks lliseka Wiseks 12 weeks weeks 

Betntea starting 
spsecdi and oontsst 
(No. teachers re. 
porting) U 6 15 10 13 10 

Bstiieen finishing 
tptmdh and contest 
(Mo. teaeters re. 

16 12 1 1 h.... p^fP^s) ^ 

S 

.■ > < ■ > ■ . -<■ \ 
• ■■ .■■ /I-^ - JL.. ^: ; -
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urns Of POBUC sfeakxhg comtests 
pmVRnmn g;fRAntfRRS 

fochT Basponsea 
typ» Cont»Bt lhartwr Par Cent 

UmorlMd 23 kS 

ExteiqporaiMous 8 16 

Proa Hdtas 19 38 

' , ■ - '■ 
■' • • I > •? > ■ -'■nXit i fi ■ ^^.Vvl 1' 

■ :/u ' ' *v •••■ : 
■* ■ 
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lieved that training to apeak trcm notes proridsd bovs practical ex» 

perienoe, bat that it «as not a fair test of the student^s aULlity to 

8peak« 

Table XVIII lists the values that the teachers saw as results 

froB public speech training. The values osntioned sost often sere the 

devsloi»BBnt of self«>confidenoe and leadership. 

Table XIX suppozts the analysis of Table 11, vhidi shesad the 

teachers' attitude toward the importance of public speech training. 

Sevsntgr per cent of the teachers stated that too little enphasis was 

being placed on this training in high school. 

With the eaneption of two teachers, idio had had considerable 

training and ezqperience, all teachers were eaphatic in their stateaents 

that their trainii^ in public speaking had been very Inadaqpate, and 

that thsQT nseded wire training and other kinds of assistance. These 

facts are presented in Table XX. 

If the reader will turn his attention to Table XXI, he will find 

the kinds of help needed by the teachers in giving training in public 

speaking. It eifht be pointed out that forty>eight per cent of thm 

said tluy needed general help, idiile aU,with the exception of two 

■entioned earlier, listed specific needs. 

Table XXII shows a clear picturs of tha teaohars* opinions re 

garding a stttdsnb handbook in public speaking. IGLnety-bsD per cent of 

thm expreesed theeaelvee as seeing (^finite need for sush a handbook, 

while the response shown in Table XXI indicates the type of infomation 

idiieh should be included. With this in wind, the writer has osds an 
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attaapt to vrlta a hi|^ school studiRta* handheolt follows as 
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TABUB mil 

TAIUES BECBIVED FKHf PUBLIC SPEECH TRAINIlfO 

Mo« Teacher* 
Value* Beceived 

1. OeTelope pomr of e3g;>re88loB 17 

2. Devalope Mlf-confidenc* 30 

3. XacreaMs vUllugiMae 6 

k. Develops ability- to aeet peoi^e 9 

$. Ijq>rore8 use of oorzect En^sh 6 

6. Develops poise 1$ 

7. Develops abilitjjr to thisde on feet 1$ 

8. Develops leadership 2k 

9. Znozeases teohnieal and faetual kacerledgB 12 

10. Sells P.P.A. and himself 5 

/ w 
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TAB££ ZU 

TEACIEB BiTI!ia OF EliPHZSXS PUGEO 
OS PUBLIC SFBAKINQ 

fcachr SaUmT 
Otgrea of ftiqahaalg Soaber Wr Cani 

Too meb 1 2 

111 28 

Too littlo ?? , 70 
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TBkmt mamm ih public smxim 
AMD NEED FOR ASSISIAHCE 

No. Teachsrs 
Teacher Beeponwe Needing Asslstanoa in 
Nnaber IPer Oeai 

None 13 26.0 X3 

SeXf-aeqaired 
experiei^a 7 13.0 ii 

1 conns 5U.0 2627 

2 eonrsea 6 12.0 5 

3 eonrsea 2 U.o X 

NOIEt Sam teachers tdioeed both self~ac<pired ei^rience and fonMl 
training. 

-? > 

s-.-. f 
■4. i i 

_ ^ J*C 

y.-.. 
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fABLS XXX 

KINDS OF HELP NEEEED AS REPORTED BI TEACHERS 
IN QIVINQ PUBLIC SPEECH TRAINIIIO 

Jr»«eher Besponaes 
Nuabsr Per Cent 

■Md gBMral halp 2U U8 

S«nt«ae« structure aad con^ositlon lU 28 

Help la speech instruetlcm aad dellYezy 16 32 

Svqpervisor la public speakiag 5 10 

Subject aatter materials 9 18 

A eoBcise text 9 18 

Public speaking wozicshop 13 26 

Help ia sntiTatioa 12 2h 

Siople refexeaees B 16 

Beeordsr 6 12 

Flaaaiag and pxepariag speteh 10 20 

(brgaaisiaR the subject aatter 8 16 
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TABI£ mi 

NEED FOB H^DBOGE IM PUBLIC a»KECH TEIINIHO 

Teachers Reportins 
Ibad For Handbook i^ber INir Cent 

1*6 92.0 

8.0Mo h , , 



CHAPTER m 

A HAKDBOOK IS PUBUC SFEAKINC 

Introduction 

Yott can Mln a apaedit lou way not belio've It and tlia vfaoln 

Idea nagr aeond inpoaslbla to you. Parhqpa you hara alwaya dreanad of 

standLng bafora a apallbound audienea aa Hia principal apaakar. Many 

tinaa you hava nada tba raiaark, "I idLah I could naka a epeaeh 

that." Sot mly hara you vaad thaaa aorda, but you haiva hoard athara 

naka tha aaaa atatanaat. With tha propar knovladsB, traialag, and 

prmetioa you e«a naka a spaadh. 

In ordar to driaa aa autonehlla thera arc cartain fundaaaatala 

that yon wtat knov hafora your initial driving laaaon^ and tten you 

nuat faava aona praetica in driving bafora you can baeona a akillad 

drivar. Baba Ruth had to loam tha rulaa of tha gana of baaaball;^ 

but oiOy aftar gaining akill throu^ nuch practioa did ha baooaa tba 

idol of tha sporting vorld. So itis with apaaking in piiblio. 

Sobart L« Taylor aas a gzaat lacturar and ona of Idta ailvaiv 

t<mguad orators of this nation*s history* but first ha sarvad as a 

lanyar, govamor, and aanator* An Sanea licCord is perhaps ona of tin 

outstanding orators of Tannassaa today, bat years of rapaatad apptBar" 

anoas bafora tha public have givan hin this reputation. 

Thara ara fav fields of endaavar that will allov you to achiava 

sucoass in a day* or any ralativaly short pariod of tine, fioaavar, do 

not alloar this to disoouraga you. Regardless of what you are doing* 
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joy and aatisfaction urill cow with tba aura knowledge of accoaqpliidi«> 

sent. For this reason, we point out that public speakers are not 

developed overnight, nor was the Eapire State Building. let, it is 

a na^aifioent wonvent to dreaae and effort. 

Our stately buHdings, otsr aoet graceful i^ips, our strongest 

bridgss wers first drsase In the winds of individuals before -Uiey vre 

put on paqper in the form of plans mad finally beeans rasOitlas In the 

fom of brick, etvl, and other materials, lbs, it is necessary to 

drev, but Unally thara snst be scmbb effort before the dream will 

eov true. 

With the help of facts gleaned through much reading end the 

knowledge i^ined during twvty years of varyii^ experieneee in the 

fle24 of puhLio ̂ peaking, tiia writer will attempt to mt fcnrth sowe 

guides that wi^t be of assistazwa to the beginner in publie speaking. 

Beginning Sssentials for a Publie Speaker 

Attitude 

Perhaps of forsnost importance is a genuine desire In the lndi« 

vldual to bacov a public speaker. Without this ingredient, the teadier 

wad the atudant are both «b a loss In the beginning. 

Willingness 

the student of pubLio leaking arust be willing to accept advice, 

he aost stzlve to follow dirscti<»mt, and he must observe when opportunity 

permits him to see and hear public speaksrs in action. 
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Enargy and Fmrae-vrmaem 

I«arning th* art of public speaking requires energy and peree* 

yeranoe. PlanniJig a speeeh and catheriag tba saterLals to ineorpoiwte 

into the epeeeh are actiTitles that require energy, finally* the aot 

of doing a good job of deliveriag an addrsse requires far eore energy 

tiian the non-epeaker iiould eeer suspect. 

The Speech Situation 

At the outset* there ara certain factwa in every apee<di situa 

tion irtii^ the speaker vill do esU to know. If he is to be sueoessfal* 

the speaker sill aake it a point to learn these facts before he eakes 

the first aove teeard speedi preparation. 

Factors to oonsidert 

(1) Ties allotted on the progran. 

(a) Long 

(b) Short 

(2) Place allotted oo the progranu 

(a) Early . 

(b) Late 

(3) Audience . 

(a) Sise of audience 

(b) Interests of the Ueteners 

(o) Attitude of the audience toward speaker 

(d) Attitude of the audienee toward what has gona bafore 
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(U) Iteturd of thft prognm 

(5) Haos dhere spoeoh will be glwiB 

(a) largB roon 

(b) Snail 3x>on 

(e) PznsexMa of a publie address systen 

(d) CkK>d or poor aeoustioa 

It is Mosssaxy that the speaknr knesr the length of tine he has 

been allotted on the progrm bafoxe he ean know hew mdi aatarial to 

prapaxe for his speech. It is Just as inpertant that fas know dhethsr 

^nil! be appearing early or late on the prograa tmd how —mt** tins 

will haws transpired before his speech* If the speakar appeairs late 

on a lengthy progran, the audieaoe asy haws bsooas restive. Ihis will 

nake the Job of the speakar aore difficult, and ha nay need to readjust, 

probably shorten, the length of his speech. This thinking, of course, 

would not ̂ ply in the case of s perticipsnt in s public spsaking con* 

test. The reeeons for this fact are obvious. 

Ifaa qpesker will bs govemsd to a great axtant by audianoa inters 

asts and attitudaa and ty tha nature of the progran. 

Tha plaea is an important alanant in any apeaoh aituaUoa. Thare 

ia a great daal of diffarenoa in tha acoustie diaraeteriatica of dif 

ferent auditoriuna. Tha voioa will travel easily in ons, whils in 

another it will seen to cone to a "dead atop" a few faat in front of 

tha apeaker. This ia due to tha atruetural diffezenoas in huildinga, 

and it ia mcassazy tjurt tha speaker adjust the toIisbs and pitdi of his 

voioa to neat theaa pacularitias. Otbarsiaa, there nay ha people in the 
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rmvp of tho «uditorivBa who will bw Tmabla to hoar what the opeafcor haa 

to say* It is ii^ijortanitj thersforSf that ths qtoaksr know thoss ehar-

acteristies of a plaeo in which he is to speak* In addition* he will 

also need to kmsr idtether the prograa will bo outside or inside and 

uhether or not ttere will be a public address systes in use* Xittaer 

or both of these eleiwats eight affect the style of deliweiy that he 

•ill use* If a public address system is to be used* he probably can 
talk in a coawBrsational tone; whereas, without a public addzess systee, 
he will iwed to increase the volume of his voice accordingly* 

If the speaker loows all these eXeaenta in his speech «ltuati«Mi, 
he will be aore cotifidsat end will be wtch more able to adjust to the 

situation* 

Planning and Preparing the Spee<A 

Juat as in preparing the seedbed ibr a new crop, planning and 

preparing the speech is more than »half the batUe,« the step# in this 

prooedurs ni^t go something niw this. 

X* Planning 

A* Oetemining subject to bo used 

(1) Select sublet of curmnt interest 

(2) Collect information you know on the subject 

(3) Collect all availaliLe information <m the 8td>Jeet 
(1») Consii&ir time required to discuss the subject 
(5) Select a svibject of peraonal iuteiwst 

B* Xiocating and securing inforaatloa 

(1) local libraries 
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(2) Soiiool dspartmat librarl** 

(3) lonr hmm Htsnry and that of friends 

(U) College and University libraries 

(5) Eaperiasnt statitms 

(6) Ftw publicatloBs froa eoMssrelal eeMs>aides 

(7) Oenstui reports 

(8) CMdier govemwatal releases 

i9) Hrmm «ho are fudliar eith tl« sab>ct 

ZZ« Pieparing 

A* Outlining the speeoh 

(1) hahe brief, but cover hi|^ points 

(a) The probZea or situation 

(b) DLseussion of factors xelated to the problea 

(c) Conclusione 

(2) Adjust information to the allotted time 

B. Relating the study 

(1) Bead material ttorourihly that you have assembled 

(2) SUaiaate the undesirable aaterials 

(3) 7alk to authorities on your sid>3eot 

C. Writing the speecAx 

(1) Keep your thou^e ia order, foUonlag the above 

outline as you vrrita theai first ths problsa, than 

factors related to the problMi, and, finally, your 

oenclusicms. 

(2) Uae a ocnbinatloa of words that sound pleasant to 

the ear. 



U3 

0* Saeurlng hmXp trcm yoxir iMsitmv 

(1) I&8CU0S 

(2) fievrlt* if necMsmrx 

Tha Subject 

the taidE of dotandaiag or selecting the subject Is of aejor 

importutomf and warrants such sore tlae and thought than are usually 

accorded it* 1!he subject is the begirmiag of your speech and* at 

this pointy you eiUier do or do not oiqf»tiire the iaaginatioa and at<-

tenti<m of your lietMors, 

fhe subject,•«um Shalt Call and I Will kxmnr Ihee,« ia-

aediately oatehee the iaagination of the listemr. He says to 

self, "lhat la the world could be ia a speedi with a subject nif 

teat?" In order to find out, he continues to listen. Perhaps the 

too, cannot understand how this subject could he linked to 

agricultural sub>ct natter. Hdeewsr, the boy uho used this subject 

placed second in the Southern Hegioaal F.FJL. Public Speaking Contest, 

foday he is president of the senior class of a leading college of 

deatistiy. 

lou nsy be wondering Just how such a subject eould be na^ to 

fit a spooch or vice eersa. This speech was written and deliuezed 

during the course of World »r n. The last paragmph of this speech 

by Ralph Irem, student at Hoehein High School, follosei 

We have pronieed to furnish food to our alliesf we have prom
ised to feed the boys narching under the red, white, and bLuet 
we have proniaod to feed the people working in our own industriest 
we have proaised to feed the starving peoples of the world, we 



hk 
hairtt Tlrtually Sftld, "Ihou Shalt oall> and I will ansiier 
thaa." Tha alL-iaportant question iSj ̂ ill wa aaaaar?" 
And aillioM of san* w«»aen, boys, and girls living on the 
fame of these United States answer, "We will." When he 
conpletes the gigantic task idiioh has been outlined for 
him, the Aneriean fanaer should be ri^tfuUy placed at 
the head of the list in Amrloa*s Hall of Fa 

Bou^as Pierce, another student at Mo^ein Hi0i S<^ool, used the 

subjeet, "Down Thrott{^ the Xears." Sou^as eaptured 'ttie attention of 

his listeners with this subject and with the cflnMnatixm of wards that 

he used in his first two paragraphs, in the form of an introduction to 

the problen. These two paragraphs are quoted as an example of how words 

and aentences can ba uaad to capture listener attenticm. niia speech 

placed second in a Southom Regional F.F.A. Public Speaking Gontest* 

Did you ever watch the saooth, rtiythnic action of a clock 
pondulun in its gentle swinging to and f^7 (With thie sentence 
he gently- noved a finger back and forth.) That ie the sane 
action idiieh charaoteriaee Old Father Tim as he ssinge his 
sqythe into the espanae of our Uwes. He cute a wids swath} 
lays then aside, one hgr one, into a neatly arranged atack, and 
than calls the result histozT*. 

Oewn through the years, since the beginning of tine, nan has 
gradually adraxieed into the aecret realaw of the eorsterioue 
known. WS ha-ve now reacl«d a point at whidi, with propor nanage* 
meat, ciTilisation eould operate en Jeweled beazdngs of luxury 
and oaao. Man has bsen both oonstrttctive and dastruotive. Mi^ 
we pause to pay tribute to sowa great aceoapXishnents and, at 
tha aana tins, extend a word of adaoniehMint that certain prao~ 
tieea nliht not be e<mtinued nor repeated. 

For the benefit of you boys who wonder triiether public epeedh and 

leaderehip training are worthnhile, nay it ba pointed out that thie bey 

was gradnated fron one of the great nedioal aehoels of thie country, 

fdiere be ins president of tbs sonlor class, and tho any haa now placed 

hln in om of tho outstanding hospitals for further training. 

"What lext?" is a atriking subject for a speech. It won first 

place in e national F.F.A. Public Speaking Contest. 
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Th« subjset ahould lat of eurrtnt IztUrost, law pooplo vill bo i»-

torosted in a oubjoct tbot would hsvo boon tiooly ton yoara ago but is 

Bot so now. On tbo other hand, it tains a skillfbl epoakor to handle a 

-vozy futuristie spoodi. 

The Bttbjoct should be one on which the speaker possesses moo kaowl'-

•dgs, if only to a sli^t dsgxee. It i^ould also be one on idiioh infoiv 

nation ean be foui^ rather readily. If information on the subject is too 

hard to find, the leaker may beeun dLseouraged and give up. 

The tins that the speaker Is expeeted to use en the program will 

be a ditermialBg factor on how audi information he needs. It stands to 

reason tiiat more informatim will be required to talk ten idnutes 

would be the ease if the required tine was only five miimtes. 

lou should be interested in your subject. If not, then you 

do well to diseard it and get another. Ife individual can do as well in 

presenting a subject for which he has no interest or enthusiasm as he 

if he haa gsntdns bslief in the facts which he presents. 

Speech Information 

One of the richest values in public speaking e^ees la the form of 

knowledge which the student gains throu# the studbr and research necee~ 

eary in connection with writing a apeetdt. The student needs to eppre-

date the fact that nerely wlttsdag a contest le seeendary in value when 

eompared to the knowledge experlenoe gained froa the process of 

plsmdJig, preparing, practicing, and dsliveriag a speech. 

The places where information f<Mr speech writing may be found are 

almost unlimited. «b might mention the librazy of the vocaUoad 



Agrieultttr* dspartiKnt, th« 0diool Xibrary, libraries of other eehooX 

departaente, county and dty libraries, eiqperiaent stations, peraonal 

or how lilnrariaa, Ihm aagazines, and other pexlodicals. Often you 

will have authoritlea on your subject living near you* Talk with the* 

and take notes on the infomatLon they give you. It la a good practieo 

to take mtea on all the worthndtila refbreneee that you read. This 

will greatly facilitate the actual coaposition of your speech. 

Outlining the Speeds 

Up to this point, the plan for your speech has been largely in 

your eiad. Ifow it la tiee to atart putting the plan on paper. 

Ihen an indivldaal dacidea to build a heuee, he atarts aearching 

for a plan that will eaet the desires of hieadf and his Ikeily. Be 

prebably will discard eaaiy plans and possibly any nsver find oas ez<» 

actly to his liking. But, eventually, he will draw a plan on paper. 

This plan will serve as a guide to the craftseea id» build tiw house. 

Can you inagine the results if you should build a hotne without ever 

having a plan to follow? 

The eaee is true with preparing a qpeech. The outline will serve 

as a guide for the actual writing of the apeech. 

Belated Study 

It is vezy essential that the etudent thoroughly study the ante-

rial that he hae aeseebled. Then, as he writes on different phases of 

his speech, he will Und thoughts following each other in a soeewhat 

definite pattern, with relation to his speech outline which he has at 

hand. 
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Writing the SpMoh 

Xf the job of planning and preparation haa been done in a eoaplete 

manner, the task of nUting the apeecdi haa been redoeed to only a ali^t 

bit of effort. It ia new merely a matter of putting on pamper a thou^rt 

pattern mhioh eorresponda to the apeeeh outline. 

Aa you write your apeeeh, renember that a "amooth tmigui" and 

soft, pleaeant words can often accompliah more than harsh words, cold 

faeta, and all the money in the world. Aa an exampla of the meaning 

here, a ̂ jactation from "Ihe Path to Peaee" by Mu Cobble, another Moeheia 

Hi^ Sohool etudent who placed second in a national F.PJl. PubLic Speak* 

ing Contest, follows» 

The vast majority of mankind wants to live in a world where 
agriculture, industry, and labor all atanl on tim same level; 
where white, red, black, and yellow have equal opportunity; 
where Catholic, Protestant, and infictal have equal right to 

baliefe. The children of smx are due to be bom with 
these ii^rent ri^ts. 

Being a farmer, and freabom, wgr thoughts turn to agricul 
ture. The American fhxmer, with far lees labor, fhr less ma 
chinery and equipment, and far leea repair convenience, fed 
the allies throuih World War II and continues to feed the starv-
i^ nations of the world, with a production recoil surpassing
the highest hopes. The American fanwr wants peace, that he 
may rest and live in contentment. He dreams of producing for 
construction and not for destruetim. 

IMa type of speech construction ia comparable to the old practice 
of giving children castor oil in orange juice. The dosage haa the 
aired effect but is far more pleasant to take., 

The critic mi^t condemn this aa the use of aiqperfluoua words in 

this type of apeeeh conatructimi. However, perhaps it any well be point 
ed out that it is better to have superfluous words and ̂ dn the desired 
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sffoot than it is to striln ovt "ttsi superfluous serds and have an in^ 

attentive audULenoe, 

Xa forttier support of this ooatentlon on tiie use of uerds^ the 

reader is asked to note the use of words in ''Bevelati<m'' X6tl8« 

And thers were voices, and thunders, and ligjhtnings} and 
there was a great earthqualoe, su^ as was not ainos aen were 
v^oa the earth, so ai^ty an sarthquake, and so great. 

l^write If necessary 

m will presuas that you have now finis)»d ths firwt draft of 

your speech. Tidoe it to your vocational agrieulture toachor, Bnglidb 

toaeher, and ai^ othom who nay bo cooperating in your speooh training. 

ktk thoa to chock it vexy oloMly and then give you the results of their 

findings. Xou will rewrito the speedi asd oorrsct the ahorteoaia^ 

aiatakes vfaieh they found. Of course, if they zeecsewnd only ninor 

or no ehangse, then these will be no enuso for you to rewrite. 

Tine Slsaeat in Speech Construction 

The student has perhspe been wonderli^ vdien ell of this work in 

planning and preparing the apee<di should be done. This is a good quaotion 

end it deserves a good anseer. 

Ibqy students of public spodciag do not allow thenselves enough 

tine for planning, rosearoh, speech oonatruetion, and praotioo and, conso^ 

quently, thenselves an injustiie by not having suffioiont tine to do 

the Job in eccordanoe with their abilities. 

It is not unuranl for a student to att«q;>t to write, nonorise, 

praotioo, and doUver a speech in e eoateet, all within the span of a 
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WMk or tw»» Evoa tti aooMpllchod spoakor oould bt hoarlly tajoad to do 

a job of this ■agaitudo. 

lot ue thixde in toms ©f nininaa langtha of tina that will onabla 

tho student to do his bast. Actually, the student should sot his own ♦-I"* 

Units. Poxtaps ho should start wrking on his spooch at least two nonths 
before ti» contest date, and the speech should bo coapleted in not noro 
than a nrath, Ihis will allow hin a nonth in which to do the neoossazy 
resoardi work and write tJM spooch, and anothor aonth to nenorlao, prac 
tice, and otheraiso prepare hiasolf for the contest, 

Renenber, the tine lengths nentiooed were suggested as 
liaits. If ^ student desires, and can gire aore tine than the 
to his speech preparation and practice, it will be aere to his adrantage, 

Menerisiag and PracUcing 

!Bwi stwlent who deidres to advance in the field of public speak 
ing atst be willing to glwe aneh tine to practice. Be met go right on 
practicing, even beyond the point at which he thi^ he has spent euH 
fioient tine in pzuctioe. One youeg nan prepailng for a c<»te8t becaaw 
cowrinced too early that he had practiced enough end elowed down. As a 
result, duriag the contest he forgot his speech, end the contest was 
lost. 

The 2«est tine pMsible ehould be taken in aeoorising tla speech 
oo that the atxiaua aaount of tiae con be given to practice. 

There are a auabar of effective wthods for speech practice t 
1, Before various school classes 
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2, PrlTAtely, iilth ia^yldaal 

3* Alxms^ Ib the auditoritaB 

It* Bom praetloa 

5* Bafon a adrror 

6* Vlth a aagnatle neordar 

7. Whila at work 

6. Bafan civic organlaatioiui and other groi^a outsida 

tha achool* 

Meat taaohara will ba happgr to hava you appear before their claaaaa 

for practice. lou aak thaa la a polite aort of way, and they certainly 

will not turn you down. Ihay will be hai^ to help you. Aide thm to 

liatan to your apaaoh privately, aa wall aa in elaea, and offer conetruc-

tiva eritician. 

Share ia nueh tine that can be given to hoaa pznctica, Uany of 

thoaa tinea whwi yen would otherwiaa be doing nothing, be practicing 

that apaaofat Hava your aether, father, bxother, or aiater prompt and 

critioiBa. Place youraelf in front of a nirror and obaarva facial ax-

preaaiona and gaaturaa, Thia will help you to aaa youraelf aa othara 

aae you. Do you lifco lAiat you aee there in tha nirror? If net, try to 

do aonething about it. 

If you have never learned to anile, now ia a good tine to bagia 

learning. The world lovaa a pleaaant anile. Tour audience and your 

Judges are a part of the world and they, too, like a anile. So, loosen 

and anile a little tot tbant Tow will know whan to anile at tha ri^t 

tinea ia your apaadi} you will know the paaaagas that ra(yiire a look of 
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MrlousmsB, Pz«.etic« th«a» Xftclal aaqprtBgloat Juat u urtliatly m you 

praeties tha words of yotir speaidli. 

Wion opportunity psradtSf go into th« auditorluM and practice. 

This will glvw you an opportunity to bee<MMi aocustoaed to different 

acouatical situations. It will give you the additional advantage of 

learning to lo^ at greater space as you talk. This way you will he 

practicing frcm a etage, aribich ie eonewhat differant from a^qpearing be 

fore a class. 

Oesturss 

The pirohlMi of when and how such to ̂ sturs with tlis hands has 

alwsars been one for irtiieh it has bssn difficult to find n sstisfactory 

anarwer. Bosever^ it is safe to say that the amateur public speaker will 

best leave a»st of the hand gesturas to the experieiued speaker. Oea-

tures sBist eons naturally and may often be used to add ewpbetie or give 

eaprossim. 

IfiBjy of our esqjorioaood speakers g*eat3y overdo the use of gss-

turee^ probably diw to their leek of training. Ihey are liloily tmaware 

of those gsstures end people ere reluctant to toll thorn. It is much 

better to wm no gestures than to use too many. Ihe speaker who uses 

gestures to excess will <|aits often find that the interest of the audi-

enoa is focused on the mammmt he will mslos next, rather than the «•-

sage he is trying so herd to convoy to thsoi. 

One of the finest ways of giving that added touch of OB^aais, and 

at the same tine net nsks a distracting movsmsnt, is with Urn head «ed 

eyes. A gentle nod, shaken or backward neveasnt of the head will nsay 
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tisMS httvit far graater effect than you odL^t expect. Ihe writar baa 

■any tlaea heard the reaaric, "He talks with his eyes." Ihen you are 

talkiag to an audlaaoe, you are talkiag to IndlTidttals. Do not sake 

tho horribla ■istake of lookiag at the floor^ the ceillngy or out a 

wlBdow while you talk. Look those indiTidnals in the eyes, and tbegr 

will feel that you are taUdag to thea. leu aay find this distzuctiag 

when you first t*y It, but this feeling, with a little practice, will 

leawe you, and you will flad that you really talking to then and 

enjoying the feeling. 

fiineerity 

Practice being sincere in the things you have to say. When people 

are willing to spend their tlae listening to a spesker, tiMQr deserve to 

hear s spMch that is the result of nueh thoasdit end ens in which the 

speaker ehoss his own eiaeerity. The speaker who delivers a spseeh in 

s Iseksdslsical, "don't cars," dlslntsrestsd sort of way will get what 

fas dessrves if asabsrs of the audieaoe decide to take a walk. Be ein. 

cere as you writ# ibm epeoeh, aa you praetioe it, and especially as you 

dslivsr it. 

Psing tha Raeordsr 

Pse of the aagnetie recorder is perhsps oae of the flnsst aodera 

aethods of speeoh rsheanal. The speaker can record his speeeh and then 

listen to the reeordiag. This gives hia aa axoellent opportunity to 

eatch his own aistakes and correot thni. If the student desires, he aay 

aSk the tea^r to record the epeseh t^pe md then let the student 
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list«n. fhid is sspssisUy •fl^setivs if tbs tsachsr is particularly 

adapt in his ability to render and axsnpliiy roiee espressioa, 

Otuf a student speeeh eontestant beosaw ill ifloaediately after 

the speeeh vas written and did not haws an oppertunity to practice it 

even oeee befwe contest date. Be neaorised the speeeh while lying 

in bed. fm or three days before contest tine, the teaofaer recorded 

the speech in his own voice and placed the recorder ly the student's 

bed. Oaring the renainder of the availahle tine, the student listened 

to the reeordlag nany, nany tines. On contest day his condition was 

sufficiently inproved for bin to get out of bed, drees, and ge to the 

subdietrict contest. Be won this contest and the sueeeeding mies un> 

tU he was defeated in the Southern BegLonal Gontest. the student had 

bo the recording until the details of the speech were so clear 

in his nlad that he experienced ebedutely no difficulty in foUosing 

throui^ in the contest. 

A <pioUtion fnm an article by Dr. Qeorge W. ILegers, Jr,,^ 

foUowet 

Begnetie recordings have been used effectively...in 
helping to develop or iaprove public speakers. The student 
practicing his i^peech can operate the nachlne himeelf. Be 
can listen to his recorded speeeh for the purpose of in. 
proving such things as ocntent, enunciation, diction, enphasie, 
timing, pronunciation, and other items. 

Delivering the Speech 

The eetual deUvery of the speeeh is a ners foneality, in a sense. 

^orga W. Hogers, Jr., "learning Through Magnetic Becordings,"
The Agricultural Bdueation Ifagasiae. May 29$l, 
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if a good Job of practloo hae bean dona* fiowvar^ there are a few 

that ahould ba reMBdMred. 

Iha salutation should ba pleasant and Inclusline* Ihe esact sording 

will depend on tl» paartioular audLenoe. Soae speakers siapV begin wlto 

"Ladies and gsntlensn" and then launch into the speech* In nan;^ instances^ 

parfa^ a better ipproaeh aig^t be so»thing like "Mr. atainaan, fellow 

r*P*A* naabers, dlstinguidaed guests, and fPiends, I shall speak to yon 

on the subjeet * * • *" 

Try to be deliberate fron ties you rise to year feet until 

to sit down again* Ooe of the nost ooaeon Mistakes is that of appearing 

to be in a hurry* Wiis is likely to give the audlenoe and the Judges the 

ijg»zession that you are nervous* A. deliberate aaiuier of speaking will 

also help you to enunciate your words aors olearly* Ihsn one talks rapid, 

ly, he nay havs a tsndsncy to "run the words together*" This can be a 

serioua handicap to a public spetissr* 

Answering Questitms 

M«it F*7.A* public speaking eontente allov five minutes for the 

Judges to ask the spssksr ciusatioiw on his subject natter after he has 

finished his spss^* 

Ih# student will have bseons rather well acquainted with the sub 

ject natter naterials during the tiae he has been doing resear^ for the 

preparation of his spsooh* After getting his speech nenorized, he should 

eontlnue reading every related Material availalde* 

Daring the questioning period the spoakar ihouldt 



X» Be deliberate--take tisie to think, 

2« Be eooplete—there is no eoareity of words} so use 

eaou^ of them to render a eaaplete answer, 

IHsoellaneoiis Helps in Peblio Speaking 

Stage Frifdit 

The nemesis of beginziiBg pnblie speakers is stage fri^t. This 

is a condition ehich is hard for tfem average beginning speaker to nnder— 

stand, and being hard for him to vnderstand, it is difficult for hln to 

overc<»e the trouble. 

Stage fri^t might be explained this wagr, IBien the speaker thidks 

of that sea of faces he is going to face, the natural raaetion is fear. 

Be begins to breathe faster and his breath faecones diorter. Ibis tends 

to cense the heart to quicken its beating pace, a condition which, in 

turn, inereases the blood pressure. At the sane time, the adrenal cor-> 

tez releases adrenalin into tha bloodstream, greatly increasing the erqp-

idy of nervous energj. The smooth muselss of the Btcmuush, skin, and othar 

parts of the bodv tend to contract. 

Seme helps in ecobating atags fright might bat 

1, Foroa the mind to think about scmsthiaqt alsa, 

2, Force yourself to breathe deeply, 

3* Bold some small object in the hand, even if it is 

only a pad of matchas, niis will help to absorb that 

nervous energy. 
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It. Adopt this sttitudot Tbs people irtio azti listening 
h«v» probebljr never wtde a speech. They are anticipating 

yenr apaecdi, and certainly they are not going to hurt 

yott. 

5. Find opportimities to aeile. A snile vriU increase yonr 

self•confidence• 

Arrange to talk to evexy civic organisation and ether gro«^ owt» 
side the school that you possibly can. This will give you the veiy de 
cided advantage of taec<wlng accustoned to facing an audienee and an oppor 
tunity to gat over those pangs of stage fright which aggravate the average 
beginning speaker. 

Using the Hancte 

What to do eith the hands is usuaUy a problen to the beginaiag 
speaker. Ti»y aeem to suddenly be somthing that he does not needi) and 

he has no place to put the*. This need not necessarily be true. Xo one 

else is apt to notice then until you start noticing thm yourself and 

start using then in an unaocustmMd aanner. 

let the hands appear natural. If they want to clasp behind you, 
let then do that| if one wants to stray to a pocket, 1st it strayi if 

one wants to hold to a lapel, let it do so. When you start hunting for 

places to put then, you an asking for trouble. 

Psing the Body 

(has of the cardinal rules of public speaking ist do not sway ths 

body bsek and forth. This is a veiy ccwmn error of the averags beginning 
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speaker. Tbe writer has never heard a plausible es^lanation of ttMi eause 

of this body swaying on the part of beginners^ nor will he attenpt to 

one. The point to reaeaiber ia that it should never be dom. 

Sli^t aofeaents of the body# usually co-ordinated with novensnts 

of the head or laabs to add eoidiaais# are occaeionaUy perwlssible. 

k sli^t step forward to indicate eophasie or change of pace in the 

speech, or parfaaps a ali^t backward step in oertain instances, wmy be 

used to advantage. However, the begLraer should avoid walking about tlui 

stage or even too nuch elii^t novinMUit. 

Speaking frosa Hotes 

Ihe approa<^ to the situation of ̂ waking from notes vUl be little 

diffbrsnt fToa that of the nenorieed speeeh. llie planning, research, and 

outlining should be the saaa. Iha real dlffarsnoe is that the speaker 

will speak fr<m the outline instead of writing a detailed speech and ccm-

aitting it to iaeaoxy. 

ExteaporaneoxM Speakittg 

It is rsooansnded that the student experience both amorised speak 

ing and speaking from notes before attespting to speak exteaporanaously. 

£xtaa|)or«aious speaking requires a wide range of reading and general 

knowledga of nasgr subjacta. It rsquirss fast thinking, and this ability 

usually eoass as a result of practios and axperianes. 

Ihere to Stand Ihen Speaking 

Hsually, the question of idwre to stand is a problem for the student. 

His decision is usually affected by several factors. For instance, if the 
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ttsotustioa tare poor, h» will probably iimi4 %9 staad aa near as he can to 

the front of the stage. 

If there Is a tahCLe on the stage, the speaker will probably want 

to stand near the left or ri^t side of it. This neamesa will possibly 

add to his selfo^eonfldsnce. It in usually bettor for the beginner to 

refrain frota standing behind a table or roatrun. Ibis particular prac 

tice is used better bgr experienoed speakers, 

the speaker should not slusp or bear his weigjit on ons leg. He 

should place his weight finaly on both feet, 

gsing Poetiy 

Good poetry ie nusie to the eare and wins for the aoul. It is a 

tragic wests for ao few people to appreciate and use the poetic utter-

ancea of aooe of our greatest ass. 

She asaorizing and reciting of poetry is an excellent aeans of 

learning voice expresaitm and ea^asis. If the etudent spaakar desires, 

he ai^t aOc his teaetor to ex^jOain -Uw aeanings aaibodied in the poea 

and to ejBii^^iff the Mphasls and es^ression nMded, 

An ex8aq)le of the tjype of poetry that aagr be best used by the 

puhXlo speaking student foXlosrsi 

UmLF 

X hare to live with ayself, and ao 
I want to be fit for ayself to knenr, 
I want to he able, aa days go by. 
Always to look ayself straisht in the ayai 
I doa*t want to stand with 'Uie Mtting sun. 
And hate ayself for the things I'we done, 

I don»t want to keep on a closet shelf 
A lot of secrete about ayself 



59 

Aad fool ̂ ysolf as X case and go, 
Into thinking that noboc^ slss wf knoVy 
nw kind of a aaa X nsally ui} 
X don*t want to drsss a^jraelf In shan. 

X want to go out with hoad oreot; 
X want to deserve all nan's rsspaet} 
And here in the struggle for fans and pelf 
X want to be abla to like mrself* 
X don't want to look at mraelf and know 
That X'n bluster and bluff and eapty show. 

X asvar ean hide ngraelf from nsj 
X see idiat others asgr asvar sea; 
X know what others nay never know} 
X never can fool nysalf and bo, 
mhatavar happens, I want to be 
Self-respecting and conseienoe-frse* 

--Sdgar A. Quest 

Befierenceg 

The following axe xefszenoes that my be used by the student of 

public npeakiagi 

Public Speaking for Future Famers—Judson 
Danville, Illinois, The Interstate 

Winning Future Famer Speeches-—Judson 
Danville, Illinois, The Interetate 

Program for Future Faxmr Chapter Hsetings—Tsansy
Oanrills, Illinois, The Interstate^^" 

Amrican Speech—Bedde 

lectures and literary Works of Robert L. Taylor 

Babating for Bpys^Foster 
Msw lorkt The MaolfLllan Goapany 

The Pyiic Speaker's ̂ asum Caiest—Herbert Victor Proohnow 
Hsw Toik aad London: iiarper and Brothers 

Public Speaking-^s Idstenars Uke It—Borden 
Iswiorict Harper and Brothers 

Personal Power Through Speecb—Sarett and Foster 
Bostont Houston lQ.fl^Q!n Cosqpany 
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Speech« A School Gour^«~Sarctt and Foster 
Boston! Houghton Mlfflin Coapaagr 

Reaching Spwch In School^lteid 
CoXwljia, mssonrtt Artcraft Prats 

Yon Cy Talk tfeH^^^aasr 
Haw Bruaawicki Butgere Unirersitj Press 

Hoe to Sneak. Bare. Tiwre and on lAie Air—OLxon 
New Io»t AhiagdoD-CokesWy Press 

Your Yoice and Your Sijeech^-Desfossls 
New Yorkt Cattell and C«q>aa|]r« Iws. 

FundayHtaXs of PuhLic Speaking—Bryant and WalJLace 
New Yorkt AppletoxwCentu^ Campunff Inc. 

Speech Coiapoeitlon>~.Brlgance 
New torki fT S, C^fts and CtMipaiigr 

Biiaor 

Nothing pats the audience nore at ease at tiie beginniag of a 

speech than a good Joke. This^ of course, is not a emeaon praotioe in 

contest speeches and is not reccanendsd as suoh. Nor is it recoBaeended 

for the speaker who is Just beginning. There is as aneh art in telling 

a Joke weU as there is in doing a good Job of doliroring e spoetdi. 

Warn using hoaor in a epeech, keep it "clean." There are few 

people eho appreciato a speaker telling ahadjr stories. Xt is net neoos-

sazy} so do not take the rii^ of Bekittg Toursolf ur^pular with your 

audience. 

Dross and Physical Appearance 

The kind of eXothes worn by the student public speaker is not 

too important. But, it is iaportant that his clothing bo clean and naat. 

Be ehottld be clean ahavenj his teath should bo spsuddLingily eleaa. 
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and hla hair shoiild havt that mll-cQabed appaazmnce. 

Winning and losing 

It is sadiilarating to sinf idia'thsr it be in public speaking# base* 

ball# baetetball# a shooting natch# or a sack ra<». But the winmir should 

reasnlier that there nere soae others who did not sin and# through kind 

vorcto of eneouragenent# ha should tiy to ease the disappointaent for then* 

They edll appreoiate this eourtesy, and the ninner will grow in stature 

in their eyes and in their nasmzy. 

(hi the other hand# the loser idiould lose like a nan* He nost real*, 

iae that eonsone had to win first place and that the winner is just as 

happy for Uie winning as the loser would haee been had he won. After the 

decision# the reaction of the loser should be inoediate. Be should shake 

hands warsly with the winner, congratulate hia# and wish hin well in aiy 

future contests in idiitdi he nay be participating. 

The stuttait of puULic speaking should Isam early that the winning 

of Urst plaee in a contest is not the nost iiqiortant consideration 

Yolved. Swery student idio nakes a speedh gains by the esqperienoe he z«-

oeiwes; therefore# in a sense# ewery partieipant is a winner. 

Tb* loser should realise# too, that with a different set of judgee# 

the result night have been entirely different. Thie stateaent ia not in 

tended to cast say raflections on the people who Judge contests. Judgss 

srt huBsn hsiags snd reset differently to different things. Therefore, 

another set of Judges aL|^ like another epesker snd his speseh better. 

To lose the decision in any contest is no disgrace# as a decision of sward 

aay be affected by several factors. 
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Eacaapla of « Sp»»eh 

On pagi U2 thr«« Mln parts of a apeat^ outXlna «ar» anggaataiA 

as foUowai 

1* Tfaa problem or aituaticm 

2« QLaeuasloa of factors related to the problem. 

3. Coneloelone 

Mm,aa an exaeqiile, la apeedb «lth ehieh, as a hi^ aehobX 

student, the writer represented the Southern Aiglon In a National F.FJL, 

Pidsllc leaking Ctooteat, 

THE mUBE OF T»S AMSBIGIN FARMR 

The orlala throu^ which the imezicaa lamer is passing la 
the msult of mangr eaaaea, aam of them intricate and old in 
their origin, others easily recognized and of recent develop-
went. Our national growth resulted largely from the liad.tles8 
opportunities of our vast national resources and the txemendovm 
human energy and ambitions of our citizenship. let, these very
forces have, in the last quarter of a century and more, received 
four distinct shocks and (^locations that have not been fully 
understood. First, the fr<nxtier is gone. Kieze are no more 
new lands or virgia prairies or limitless forests to lure the 
unMiqjloyed or to beeosM a reltege for those who are discouraged 
or discontented with life in the older sections. For two eeatu» 
ries, the western frontier has been the safety valve absorbing
the pressure of growing population, of lack of adjustment 
discontent. Our fathers can probably remember a grandmother
wiping the tears from her eyes wi^ a faded apron as her young 
est son or one of her grandsons started for the great West, awiy
from worn hillsides, in search of fame and fortune. Bius, in a 
lifstiae of this generation, the greatest corrective force and 
the greatest asset of any people—unlimited public domain, with 
rich and fertile eoil—has faded, and with this Changs cornea 
problems that are difficult to c<maprehend. 

Ito machine age, with its dsvelopmsnt and the multiplying out 
of all proportion to past progress the power of human hands, has 
created the second shock. Mechanised industry and agriculture
have nade for happinssa and wealth, and yet, at the same time. 
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they create a challenge of aaae production, surplus goods, 
closed factories, unei^loynent, hunger, and want. The 
aaohine has been one of iBaakind*s greatest blessing light 
ening burdens and lifting loads. Vhile the oachine is even 
yet in its infancy, ee nust ehange otir attitude and consider 
it nade to help nan and not nan to operate the aaehine. lie 
now face a period of readJUBtnent noze serious and pronounced 
than the En^ish xevolution a oentuzy ago, following the de-
velopnent of steaa. le cannot stop progress, but we smst 
huoanize the forces that snchaniaed life has created. 

The third great factor has been tlw dsvelopsnnt of tlw 
corporate structurs in business and finance. Corporations 
have been used for generatirais, but it is only in the last 
half century that it was possible for giant organisations to 
absorb dosens, scores, hundreds, and aooatiaes thousanda of 
procfaietion or retail establishneats. Thus, undar one nanage-
■ent and ona corporate existence, good can he aoccwiplished
that was asver drsaaed of before, and along with the good 
coMsa tha avil that can crush the very life out of famere* 
Maaa production, chain distribution, and hi^-pressure adver 
tising are factors that in a very short tine have placed the 
unorganised Anericen faxwer at a hopeless disadrsntags. The 
cox^ratioa, like the naehine, is here to stay, but like the 
BHiKdiine, it wamt be the servant and not the master of huasui 
welfare. 

The fourth dislocation haa been the decline and, in acew 
eases, loss, of foreign aaikets. For ons htmdrsd years our 
idiesp land and our abundant fartility enabled the American 
farmer to ernqpete in tdxe world's markets and to sell idieat 
and neat in competition with the rest of the world and at the 
same tins orsate a trads balanM that has been a bansficial 
factor to our naticaial developmsnt. The increasing value of 
land, the mounting tax cost and declining fertility and low 
ered world prices, created a condition driving soiae farm prod 
ucts from the world markmt. But noze serious than the matter 
of pzlce decline has been the mad race for self-sufficiency so 
that some of our mazkets aze lost, never to return. 

All these factors have pzofoundly affected tha AmerLoan 
farmer and have changed curreata of national advanoeasnt and 
progrese, affectiag people in cvezy walk of life. There aze 
sons basic fluctors irtiidi should not be for^tten. It shotad 
he remambezed that in the final analysis, modem civiXisation 
with ita ecoigeeted cities, its ekyscrapeze aikl its nstwozk of 
railways and highways, like a spider web across the continent,
only beeaam possible because the fazmer has learned to froduee 
enou^ for his family and a surplus to spare. In I776, it took 
the lAbor of maze than ninety men to fsed themselvea and a few 
people in town. (h» hundred and fifty years later, thirty 
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peopl« f»d thsaselvea and sevanty peopl# in tti© city, villag» 
or town, and at tiw saw tins piroduosd an unconsuiasd surplus 
that ehallengsd ths stability of an aconoale structurs 
our nation itsslf. Thw, the ability of the Aasricaa farasr 
to produce abundantly to feed and clothe hiwelf tod all those 
aho live under the flag is a prlnary factor in hie dsvelopnent 
and progress. 

IRille dienging econooio conditions tod nsthods have placed
burdens on people in all welJce of life, it is well to repeat
that the passing of the frontier, the aadiins age, the corpo« 
rate structure in business and the decline and loss of export 
aarkots, have created a crisis in agriculture of first magni 
tude, and which aaiy of our atatemsn and many of our economists 
have failed to recogniae as daaandiag iamsdiate, sensible, pa 
triotic, and Amsriean treatment. 

Theee problems would have bsen serious within thewelves 
and would have brouj^t stagnation regardless of international 
affairs, but the most costly, xiseless and destructive war in 
the history of the world baetened the crisis. Ife cannot burn 

the savings of a lifetime and drentdi the world with blood 
without paying the price of national hatred and economic chaos, 
uasmploymeat, hungsr, mLsery, and wmmt. After the world war,
the American farasr, as well as asn in other businesses foolishly
tried to speculate tfasaselves into prosperity, and with the un 
sound boom, the decay of moral and spiritual fibre, the dulling 
of the patriotic age, and the old-fashioned virtuee of thrift 
and honor were led to the inevitable consequeneee of a terrible 
crash. The story of recent years is too weH knonn to nred 
rspstltlon, but it is wise to occasionally survey the progrese
made and note the direction we are traveling. 

The American farmer stands at the crossroads of one of the 
most important period in his history, A suffering farmer, eon* 
fused by a magnitude of probleae, finde himeelf fadng mai^ 
roada toward Ihe future and with the neoeseity of immsdiately
determin^g which of the hi^wayg he will travel. The reaction 
s', without sermping the moee from the past, would try to turn 
ths progress of the farmer into that highway itich would let 
nature take its course, in the hope that privilege and ruthless 
power might agein domiaate and control. 

Ths noli^ radical, ths well.«eaaiBg dsmagogus, ths tftopian
dretosr tould have the American fanwr follow a revolutionary
highway into a dream world, umiadful of Wm fact that no in 
dividual, county, atate, or nation has ever or over can, with 
out terrible suffering, destroy all oonneotioB with the past. 
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Th« hlgfanKy that tha feet of the Aoerlcan fazver ehotdd 
press to the end is the middle road of progressive, construo-
tivB, for»rard-looking advancenent, with his feet on granite 
rook of ezqperlenoe and Anerican ideals, his head above the 
fog, his eyes and mind focused on tha fact that ee live in 
a nev and chan^ng world. 

The AsBrican fanaer, nov and in the futuxe, mnst (dzsnge his 
agricultnrel practices and policies. He saust see to it that 
farm practlcea are not continued that daplete tiie famer of 
his greatest wealth, the soil under his feet. The ABsrioaa 
farsaer should in tha future use nethods end practices that 
will enable him to operate liis farm and prevent as far as 
possible, the loss from erosion Ijiy runH}ff water. The fer 
tility doee not belong alozie to those who hold the deed to 
the farm. It is not the wealth of this generation; it la 
the prc^rty "ttuit belongs la part to those who will Uve in 
eenturiee to oasss. 

The Amerieaa famer should think of conservation in its 
broadest sense. IMle his first task is to find bread and 
butter to preserve the lives, and funds to pay the ctobts of 
this generation, he mnst Invest la the future in a ooirserva-
tioe progran that is sound, ooastz^ictive, and helpful. Mil-
lloas of aorea of marginal land should be withdrawir from culti 
vation and put back into forestry. Ve must make ths wood lot 
of every farm a atorohouse of timber and the farmers of the 
future to protect these natuml resources with idrieh we were 
once 80 richly endowed. 

The thoughtful efforts beii^ made ty the Dbited States De-
partsmnt of Agriculture to develop a long-time agricoilturel 
progmm that can meet the changing conditioas cfrnfronting our 
farm life are to be comnended. land utilization should be 
studied. The American famer, throu^ organisation and edu 
cation, will put his agriculture house in order* Timber, for 
estry, and shelter belts will be planted, ifore laportant, he 
will seek a balanced agricultural program that will give him 
a clearer picture of his responsibility' to co-operate with his 
fellows in naintaining a mors profitable rural life. 

fbm goal of the long-time policies of the American farmer 
should be the preservation of the family and the msdium-eised 
farm unit. The Ameriean farmer, through co-operation and 
organisation, and through governmental guidonoe, cam hold his 
own for gensxetions, provided he keep step with the dzaages 
that take place about him. The goal of the American farmer 
must be farm ownership. A man c^ratlng his fara with his 
fasdly, eai^Ioyiag a aowll anoiat of year-round and seasonal 
help, is mmr and will ever remain the backbone of American 
agrioiature. 
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OosclusioB 

rtm powtr of Bpooefa 1« too groat a noapoa to lot it fall adely 

into tho haado of radiealo, doaagogaoo, and "ao*oivdo«oi»lla." Orators 

who aro nsa of vision, suefa as Idbstor, Cl*y, and Xdaooln, will ovor bs 

nsodod in shaping tho dostinlos of onr eonntzy and of tho world. Msn 

who possoss ths inbsreat <|aalltlss that codd ho dsvolopod to nsot those 

needs have an obligati<m to their fellow naa ^at rizould be diseharesd. 

Teachers idio have stwdents with these qoaliUes ander their instruction 

have aa ohUgatLon to discharge ia rsadsriag the best possible training. 

ftm field of public speaking has never been crowded with good 

speakers. As in all other fields, there is alwwys plenty ©f space for 
h<mest nsa of hi^ principles and hieh ideals and mm who are willing 
to sacrificM. To be a ipjod public speaker, you aust be willing to sac-
rifles, willing to give of yourself, and ever conscious of the fact that 

you are the servant of your fellow nan. 

loimg aea, ^ writer (diallenges you to work hard, studty earnest, 
ly, praotice unceasingly, and nake of yourself a good speaker. Tho 
richness of the rewards will far exeeed your fondest dreanol 



CHAPTER 17 

SUmiABI, £XPZAKA71(»« AliO BEC01QIENi:An0KS 

0»rUia dtdnotiont aajr \m wdt trm Urn wrwy iihlch vu coa-

dMtsd on th« •Ituation nXfttlv* to public spoeeh training in tho hi^ 

schools of Xsansioso. Seas of tbsss deductions are as follovst 

(1) All teachers felt that training in public speaking nas 

iqsortant. Haay felt that it «as eazy ii^wrtant. 

(2) A vast oajority of students oaa profit trm traisiag 

in pulalio speaking. Kamr teachers felt that all 

students can profit froa such training. 

(3) fbe indication was clear that too nacgr students uam 

not interested in public speakiag. There was a definite 

need for tlM creation of sore interest in this field. 

(k) The priaazgr ain of nost teadiers la giring training in 

public speaking was to furnish leadership beyond Mjfr 

sidiool. 

(5) "Rie teachers had as their main pxixpoees, idien helping 

a student construct a speech, to iignurt technical and 

factual knoiaedgB and, at the sans tine, add listener 

appeal throu^ the use of beautiful words. 

(6) A large aajority of the Tocational agriculture teachers 

gase class tine to instruction in public speaking, and 

the nost of this group gars the training to all classes. 



(7) A Mjmrltgr of tfao toadMrs did aat iaolud* public 

arpaaklng In thair teaching calendars. 

(0) Moat teachers had sexy fhw public speaking references. 

Sobs had none* ehile others had only om or two. 

(9) Mearly all teachers gave the pfiqdls individual and pri 

vate instruction. Soae teachers gave this additional 

training only to contest entrants. 

(ID) A najority of the teachers used the foUoving aethods 

for studsnt speech practices 

(a) Playback recordiags 

(b) Personal exaaple 

(c) Critieim by otbrnr students 

(d) Practice before ether tesehsrs 

(e) Bone practice 

(f) Practice before a adrror 

(g) Talk to dvio clubs and other adult groups 

(11) When helping students eonstruet speeches,^y tssed asy 

relbrenee naterials available on the sid>Ject. 

(12) Meet tea^ars enjoyed training students in public ̂ pedfc-

ing. A few did not enjoy it because they felt %tmy bad 

net had omui^ training to effectively teach public 

speakiBg. 

(13) A large percentage of the teasers gave their students 

training in extenperansens speaking, nenoriBed speaking, 

and in speaking fToa notes. Of those uho gave traAniag 
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id only emm typ«, nor* off«r»d tb« tralniag Is pnoriB*^ 

epnakidg, 

(lU) A InrgB nuabtr of tonehon found that training in all 

throa typas of apeakiag 0tnm bast rosults. 

(1^) k aida ▼ariety of nathods were used for creatLag etudont 

iatareflit in imhlie apaaking. !Rsa laading aethod waa an 

expOiaatiaai to atudanta of thair naad for pufalie apaaking 

aftar finishing 8<^ool« 

(16) Only one taaehar had nawar had an entrant in a aubdietriet 

F.F.A, public apaakiii^ eonteat. Moat of then had bean 

rather aonaiatant in thair participation. 

(17) Savanty-four par cent of the teaohara hold local chapter 
puhLie apa4dcing aontaata. !>%• ranaindar dataxndLnad thair 

aidxlistrict antraata by accepting woluntaara. 

{}£) The greater nunbar of taaehara aaid thair ooataat antraata 

atartad preparing thair apaaohaa j^ron ai^t to taal-va 

waaka bafoza oontaat date. Bowawar, the ra^a waa fren 

one weak to a eontiniMraa proeaaa. 

(19) k majority of the taaehara reeonaandad a nininun of one 

ttonth batwaan the Idjaa of coapletLon of the apaach and 

the contact data* 

(20) k ali^t majority of the taachers preferred to train 

etudents in aeaorizad apaaking. A ali^tly amllar nun-

bar would prefer to teach thnn to apeak fxxni aotaa. 

(21) The taaehara liatad the f»llowiag waluea raoaiwad fron 

public spaakingt 
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(a) OBTtlops pamr of •xprtttloB 

(b) Mlf-COXlfidBSM 

(g) Increases willingness 

(d) OBvelops atility to neet the pnfalic 

(e) JaprwB use of corrsct English 

it) Oeinsl(qps poise 

(g) Osfolops ability to thliric on feet 

(h) Develops leadership 

(i) Increases technieal and factual la»>«rledgi 

(J) Sells F.F.i. and taiaself 

(22) I na^ority of tim teachers felt that too little «^pha» 

sis was being placed on public speech training. 

(23) Few teachers had acre than one college course in public 

spealdjD^. Several had none. 

(2U) All teachers, except two, expressed a need for assist 

ance in giving training in publio speaking. 

(2$) Teachers nseded all kinds of help. The kinds of help 

needed were so varied that no attempt will be nade to 

list then hexe. 

(26) All teachers, except two, said that students need a hand-

bo^ to assist then in public speech training. Many of 

then eaqpressed keen interest in this idea. The two who 

did not need help have been teaching tor several years 

and have been vezy successful in the field of public 

speaking. 
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Kaplination 

7h* •umjr nhieh ms o<mduet0d ganrt strong Indieatioaa ttint 

toachors an in graat aaad of halp in thair afforte to giva training 

in publie apaaking. Alaof in intarvlawi aith taachara ovar a paxiod 

of aavaral yeara, thia aituation haa baan found repaatadly* 

Moat taachara faal that atiidanta hara a great naad for training 

in publie apaaking^ and thay do not hesitata to aapraaa thair eon-

vietiotts on thia aattar. Hor do thay haaitata to aiy that, aa taadhaxa, 

thair ovn training haa baan inadequata and naada angaanting* 

■early one hundred par cant of tha taachara aaid tha atudenta 

aMded a aiaqple, eonciaa handbook to aaaiat than in public apaaking. 

In aa attaqpt to partially fulfill tha naada aa axpraaaad bgr 
tha taa^ara, aa affort haa ba«B nada to writa a hudbook in piiblic 

apaaking, and it ia inoludad aa Chaptar IH in thia tbeaia. 

An affort waa nada to nrita thia handbook ia audi a nay 'Uiat 

hi|^ 8(diool atwienia could aaaily undaratand and foUoa it, and in a 
aanner that would eaptura and hold Hiair inaginatioa. 

BaoonneadatloieB 

It ia rBcomaended that Qiaptar III, Tha Handbook in Public 

SpaakLag, ba usad ty high adhool atudanta who daaire to baccne pro 

ficient ia the art of public apaaking. 

It ia further reccnneadad that taadiars atmdbr the handbook ia 

all of ita aapaeta, ia order that thay nay batter adriaa with thair 
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students In all of its iBtsrpretations, 

The handbook is intsadsd to help the student in all of the 

steps neosssaxsr to the launching of a career in publio speaking, 

therefore, reoonaasndation is made that the student have the 

available for rsadsr reference at all tines. 

It is hoped that the handbook will, at least partially, fill 

the ibr teachers she need a siaple reference and guide for class-

rooa teaching. 



 � 
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APPENDIX A 

MaymrdvillB, TennsssM 
July 19, 1956 

Oiar 

I tm working on & la tha public speaking field and 

aa in need of your assistanoe. X hope that it will not be aeldng 

too meh of you to fill out the enclosed aorw^ fo» and return 

to ee at your earliest convenience* 

lour nans will not be used and all infornatitm will be 

kept confidontlal* If you would like to add other inforaatlon, 

please write on the back of the survey ibrm. 

With kindest thanks and best regards, I reauda 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Elno Johnson 

EIto J^bastm 
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Ammsx B 

STTRTET OH PUBLIC SPEAKIHO 

1. Humber of jeai* you haw boon toadilng . 

2. Do you fool that training in piMic apeaking ioi (1) Tory ia^r* 
taut I (2)Is^rtant ;(3) Hot iaiportant ? 

3* Ihat peroontagB of studenta do you IxAiow can profit froa this 
training? (1)100^ t (2)1$% j (3) ^0% j (U) 25% 

J (5) Ondor 25% 

U* Bavo you found studont intorest in public speaking to bet (1) 
I (2) Modiua }(3)Im ? 

5. lour primary aia in training students is tot (1)help than in 
gOQsral actd.vlti08 i (2) Hideo F.F.A. naotings aore Intoreoting 

t (3) furnish ooaaonity loadersftiip beyond hi^ eohooX , 
(Check ons.) 

6. Ihen helping a student construct a speech, do you strive (1)to 
5La^rt tachnieal and factual knoirledgo to lha audience or 
(2) for lifltener appeal throu^ beautiful uords or (3} 
both « (Cheek one.) 

7* Do you use class tina for iiuitzuetl(»i in public spssking? Tes 
Ho . 

6. If so,(1) to idiicfa classes do you offer this training 

and (2) hoe aany hours of instruction do you uss per clasaT 

9» Do you inoluds puKLic speaking in your teaching calendar? les 
Ho . """" 

10* Hhat rsfersncee do you use? 

11. Do you give the students indlvidaal and private instruction? lee 
Ho . If so, hoar many hours per individual? _______ 

12. Hhat mthods do you uss for student practice? (1) playback recoirdU 
I (2) Mwoiml eaca^pXe t (3) practice before other 

teaehers t {k) onticisa by other students |{5)hoee 
prectiee i (6) bsfors sdrror i (7)other , 
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APPENDIX B 
(continued) 

13» Do you h&ve them talk to outeide groupe. aucb eo dvic dubaa 
etc? Xes Bo , 

lU» When helidng a student construct a speech, what referenee naterials 
do you use? 

15. Do you enjoy giving training in public epeaking? See No . 
16. Bo you give your stu^nts training in(1)exteqporaneoue speaking

(2)mewriaed speaking |(3)from notes j(U)aU 

17. Which have you found gives bsst results? (1) exteaporamous |
(2)asBorised j(3) trom notes |(1*) all thrsa 

18. What methods do you use to create student interest In public speak* 
iag? 

19. How many years hare you had an entry la the subdistrlct P.P.A. publie 
speekiag ooatast? . Results , 

20. Do you hold e chapter public speaking contest? Xes No . 

21. If not, hy vhat aetJhod do you select your contest entrant? 

22, How long before contest tine do you have your entrant start working 
on his j^e(di7 

23, Beeonoend a dealrable period of time be'bseen co^f^tion of speetdi 
construction and contest date. 

2k. lou would prefer to train students for speaking in(1) nemorised con* 
» (2) extoaporanecua contests j(3)from notes con 

tests , (Check one.) Why? 

25. As you Me It, list the values revived from public speech training? 
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APPEIimx B 
(contiAtiBd) 

26, At you too it, urt uo plaelBg(1)enou^ i (2)too anieh 
or(3) too littlo uphosls on public opoofdi training?
(Gfaoek ono.) 

27* Ihtt training hava you had in publio apaaklng? ___________ 

28, Do you fool tho zieed of assiatanco in gtving training in publio qjoak-
ing to yo*ir atudenta? Xos 8b . 

29, If 8o, ahat kind of holp do you neodt 

30, Do etudsnts nood a haaidbook to assist thsa la putiULc spaaeh training? 
les Bo • 
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