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ABSTRACT

The relationship between human beings and the earth has roots in the prehistoric era. Since the time of homo erectus, humans constructed their lives around the rhythms of the earth, fulfilling an unconscious need for an intimate relationship with their immediate environment. This need is going unmet in the 21st century, with the pace of life having accelerated to a tremendous speed. In this time of instant gratification, when a few key strokes and a single button click access endless amounts of information, humans have all but lost touch with a vital means of experiencing their world.

The evolution of the spatial experience from the time of the first humans to the present includes the birth of architecture as it is now defined. The criteria by which architecture is identified and evaluated have been shaped by time and circumstance in such a way that the necessity of architecture that creates in users an awareness about their surroundings is no longer considered necessary at all. This mindset has left humanity bereft of a critical connection to the earth. 

This thesis explores the role of the ritual in constructed culture in contrast to the more universal culture of humanity in an attempt to reposition the role of spatial experience as a priority in mundane architecture, bringing  sacrality to the architecture of the profane that dominates modern life, moving humans ever farther from the rhythms of the earth.
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PART 1 – THE GREAT AMERICAN LANDSCAPE



The 1st thing

This is some of the stuff that I’m totally going to write about thing one that I’m putting in this paper. It’s going to be awesome. Everyone is absolutely going to love it.

The 2nd thing

This stuff here, oh boy. It’s some provocative stuff. It’s going to be a page-turner, this.

The 3rd thing

Now the third thing is a bit tedious. I’ve got to get a lot of groundwork laid. 
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