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CHAPTER I 

IN'rRODUC TION 

Thi s  the s i s  reports the e voluti on of the Rhe a County 

S chool Sys tem from 1806 to 1960. The de ve lopme nt of  e du c a t i on 

b e gins w i th the e arly h i s tory of the county .  The s tudy show s 

the r i se of  private s choo l s  and academie s .  The b e ginning and 

growth of free e lementary s chools  and the beginning and de ­

velopment  or se condary scho o l s  and colle ge s are s hown . 

There i s  no organi zed re corde d hi s to ry o f  e ducati on in 

Rhea C ounty . The re are ve ry few e arly re cord s pe rtaining t o  

the deve lopment and ope r a t i on o f  the s chool s  in  the county and 

tho se in exi s tence are no t re adily avai lable f o r  use . A s  

t ime p a s se s ,  the possib i l i ty of the available information con­

cerning the s chools  bej_ng lo s t  or  de s troye d incre ase s .  

A .  PURPOSE O F  THE STUDY 

Knowle dge of the p a s t  i s  s ome t ime s of  c ons ide rable 

value in mee t ing the ne e ds o .f the pre sent ; the refore , the 

preparat ion of a written h i s tory of e ducat i on in Rhe a C ounty 

may be helpful to the e duca t i onal le ade r s  of the c ounty . 

The purpose  of the s tudy was to  give a c onc i se ac count 

of the e duca tional deve lopment in Rhe a C ounty, Tenne s see ,  and 

find fac t s  upon which to base plans for the future . Fac t s  re ­

lated to  the development  o f  e duc ati on and the ir rel a t ion to  
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the progre s s  of the county are provide d .  The s tudy incl�de s 

summarie s o f  Private Le g i s l at ive A c t s  pa s s e d  by the Tenne s se e  

Le g i s lature and how s ome o f  the A c t s  affe c ted the Rhe a C ounty 

School System.  

B .  SOURCE S  OF I NFORMATION 

The prime s ource s of informat ion u s e d  in thi s  the s i s  

were Rhe a C o unty re cords found a t  Dayton, Tenne s se e , i n  the 

Re g i s te r ' s  Offi ce, County C ourt C l e rk ' s Off i ce , C ircui t C ourt 

C le rk's Off i ce and Supe rintendent of Rhe a C ounty S choo l s ' 

Office . The bac kground mater i al was  o btaine d primar ily from 

l i b rary sources which i nclude d the Univer s i ty of Tenne s se e ,  

Will iam Jenn ings B ryan College , Te nne s see St ate Library and 

Archive s ,  the Rhe a Central High S chool Li brary , the newspape r 

l i braries of the Dayton He rald and the Chat tanooga Time s ,  and 

the write r ' s  private c olle ction of b ooks . In add i t i on t o  

thi s the w r i t e r  he ld interviews  w i th pe ople who were fami l i ar 

w i th the hi s tory of Rhe a C ounty . The se interviews furni she d 

informat i on that in al l pro babil i ty would no t h ave been  found 

e l sewhe re . 

C .  IMPORTANCE OF 'I'HE STUDY 

The information he re re c orde d i s  of importance and 

bene f i t  to the te ache r s  of Rhe a C ounty who are re spon s i ble 

for the teaching of the his tory of the county and s tate . It 
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w i ll give the pe rsonne l in charge of s chool admini s tration in 

Rhe a C ounty knowle dge and ins i ght into t he cond i t i ons  unde r 

whi ch the Rhe a C ounty Schools have ope rate d in the pas t as  

we ll as  the pre sent,  and the p re sent s truc ture o f  the Rhe a 

C ounty S chool Sys tem.  For o the r De rsons it  will  depi c t  fac t s ,  

inc i dent s ,  s tatis t i c s , s tatute s and court de c i s ions of hi s ­

torical s i gnifi cance . 

D .  METHOD O F  ASSEl\ffiLING I N?ORHATI O N  

Since the wri te r  h a s  s e rved as a te ache r  in a one -room 

mountain scho o l ,  a two -room isolate d s choo l ,  t he large s t  high 

s choo l  in the county , Supe rintendent of the Rhe a C ounty S chool  

Sys tem for  the pas t  two ye ars ,  and has prac t i ce d  law in all 

the lo cal C our t s , he has been  ab le to acquire loose ly con­

ne c te d  fac t s  pe rtaining to t he s chool  sys tem o�1er the pas t  

twenty- two ye ars .  

The data were ob t ai ne d  from the s ource s pre v iously men ­

tione d b y  re ading and pe rsonal interview s .  The information 

c olle cted w a s  reduced t o  note s .  When the note s we re analyze d 

much of t he information was d i s carde d  an d the remainder organ­

i zed  for pre sentation along chronological line s .  

E .  LIMI TATIONS OF STLIDY 

Thi s s tudy i s  limited by lack  of ava i lab i l i ty of 

re cords  and information . The deve lopment of the Rhea C ounty 



S chool Sy s tem i s  the primary o b j e ct of the study . Stat i s t i ­

c al data were availab le  for county pub l ic: s choo l s  only . 

F .  ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY BY CHAPTERS 

4 

Chapte r I include s the lntroduction,  stateme nt of' the 

problem, purpo s e  of' s tudy, s ource s of' informa tion,  me thods  of 

o b taining information,  l imi tati ons of' the s tudy, and or�ani ­

zation of' the s tudy . 

Chapte r I I  give s a brief  ge ograph i c al p i c ture of' the 

county and inclu_de s informat i on pertaining to e conom i c  de ­

ve lopment of' the county . 

C hapte r  I I I  pre sents  the hi s tori cal  b ackground of' the 

are a,  the s tate , and the c ounty . The chapter d i scusse s the 

original owner s  of  the land , when the c ounty w a s  se t tled  and 

under wha t  c ond i tions , the type of pe opl e , gove rnment al 

organi z a t ion,  and growth. 

Chapte r IV pre sents  informat ion pe rtaining to  the firs t 

s cho ol and how the s choo l  w a s  supporte d by  the Fe de ral 

Gove rnment and the Pre s by te r i an Church. The hi s tory of' 

academie s i s  g iven and how the c ommon s cho ol fund was  a t  time s 

u s e d  to s upport the a cademie s . The chap t e r  shows how the s e  

ins t i tutions a t temp te d t o  mee t  the ne e ds of the pe ople and how 

they ce ased  to exi s t  when the s tate and coun ty a cce p te d  the 

re spons i b i l i ty of furnishing e ducat ional opportuni ties for all 
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the pe ople . A brief account of the founding and growth o f  

the William Jennings Bryan C olle ge , forme rly Willi am Je nnings 

Fryan Unive r s i ty is given als o . 

Chap te r  V pre sents  informa t i on a bout publi c s chools 

from the ir  b e ginning to 1873.  How the publi c s chool s y s tem 

originate d ,  the ne e d  for pub l i c  e ducation ,  a nd a ttemp t s  to 

provi de e du c a t ional oppor tunitie s are given .  The a t t i tude 

of s ome of the pe ople toward public e duca t i on i s  alRo shown . 

C hapte r VI shows t he development of the Rhe a C ounty 

School Sys tem from 187 3  to 1960.  The chapter give s informa ­

t ion  about  the gene ral s chool organizat ion,  consolida t ion and 

transpo r tat ion, finance , trai ning of te a che r s ,  and s ome pri­

v ate le gi sla t i on a ffe ct ing the admini stration of publi c e du­

cat ion in Rhe a C ounty 

Chapter VIJ give s the summary and conclu slons . 



CHAPTER II 

A GEOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF RHEA C OUNTY 

A .  LOCATION AND BOUriDAR IES 

Rhe a County i s  lo cate d on the we s te rn s i de of  the 

Tenne s se e  Rive r in Eas t  Tenne s se e  and i s  d iv i de d  betwee n  what 

i s  generally c al le d  The Valley of  East  Tenne s se e  and the 

Cumberland Ta bleland . That part of  Rhe a C ounty located on 

the C umb e rl and Tableland i s  on Walde n ' s  Ridge and cons t i tute s 

approximately one - third of  the are a of  the county . 1 

The c ounty i s  b ounde d on the e a s t  by  the Tenne s se e  

R iver whi ch has now b e e n  conve r te d  into lake s by the Tenne s s e e  

Val le y  Autho r i ty .  The s outhe rn part of  the e astern boundary 

i s  now name d Chi c amauga Lake whi ch was  cre ate d by the con-

s truc t ion of  the Chicamauga Dam in Hami lt on C ounty in the 

1930 ' s .  The northe rn se c t ion o f  the e a s te rn boundary i s  now 

the we s t  shore l and o f  Wa t t s  Bar Lake whi ch w a s  cre ate d b y  

the c ons truc t ion of Wat t s  B ar Dam b y  the Tenne s se e  Valley 

Autho r i ty in the 1940 ' s . The we s te rn boundary i s  l ocate d 

approximate ly in the center of Walden ' s  R idge . 

The northern boundary o f  the c ounty i s  White ' s  C re ek 

whi ch flow s  e as twardly to the Tenne s se e  River .  The s outhe rn 

1H i s to ry of Tenne s se e  ( East Tenne s se e  e d i t i on; Nash­
v i lle : Go odspe e d  Publ i sh1n� C ompany , 1887 ) ,  p .  817 . 
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b oundary l ine 1s  Roaring C re e k  a t  the s outhwe s t  corner o f  the 

county and thence i s  a surveye d l ine tha t inte r se c t s  the 

Tenne s s e e  R iver on the we s t  s ide imme d iately s outh o f  the 

mouth of the Hiwas se e Rive r tha t  emptie s into the Tenne s se e  

Rive r on the e as t e rn s ide . The countie s adjo ining Rhe a C ounty 

are Ro ane , Me jgs , Hami l ton,  Ble dsoe and Cumberland . 

B .  TOPOGRAPHY 

The Cumbe rl and Ta b le land se c t i on of the county, be t te r  

known a s  Walden ' s  R idge , i s  comparatively l e ve l  and has s andy 

s o i l .  The Table l and se c t i on r i se s to  an al ti tude o f  approxi ­

mate ly 1800 fe e t  above se a le ve l .  The valley are a o f  t he 

county average s  800 fe e t  above s e a leve l . 

The d i v i s i on be twe en Walden ' s  R idge and the v alley  im­

me diate ly e as tward i s  an e scarpment tha t  e xtends the ent i re 

length of the county .  B e tween the e scarpment  to the we s t  and 

valley r i dge s t o  the e as t  l ie s  a narrow v alley extending al ­

mo s t  the ent i re length o f  the countJ . In add i tion t o  thi s 

the re are a s e r i e s of b ro ke n  kno b s  or  r i d�e s to the e as t  that 

se parate  the river v alley from the remainde r o f  the c ounty . 

Prior  to the forma t i on o f  Chi camau�a Lake a nd Watts  

B ar Lake the e a s t e rn part  o f  the county w a s  a highly produc ­

t ive agri cultural are a of  r ive r bottom l and . Thi s part of  the 

county i s  now cove red b y  wat e r  which remove d most o f  the usab le 

agri cul tural l and from use . 



8 

The drainage s tre ams lead from the mountai n  s e c ti on on 

the we s t  a cro s s  the county t o  the Tenne s se e  R ive r on the e a s t .  

The princ ipal s tre ams are Whi te ' s  C re e k ,  P iney R iver,  C le ar 

C re e k  and R i chland Cre e k .  

The C i ty o f  C inc innat i ,  Ohi o , owns  a railroad right-

of-way that runs  the entire length of the county . The C in -

c inne t i  and Ohi o - Texas Pa c if i c  Railroad C ompany ope rate s a 

railroad over the right -of-way . Thi s  rai l ro ad i s  a pa rt  o f  

the Southern Rai lway Sys te m .  

Uni te d  S tate s H ighway Numbe r  27  i s  almo s t  parallel  w i th 

the r a i lroa d .  Tenne s se e  H ighway Numbe r  68 cro s se s  the northe rn 

par t  of the county , whi le the southe rn par t  of  the county i s  

serve d b y  Tenne s se e  Hi ghway Numbe r  30 and Te nne s se e  Hi ghway 

Numbe r  60. 

The c ounty i s  s erve d by a small private ly owne d air-

por t ,  and a mun i cipal airport is  now be ing constru c te d by the 

C i ty of Dayton . 

C .  AREA OF RHEA C OUNTY 

The county i s  re c t angular in shape and pre sently i s  

approx imate ly thirty -f i ve mile s in length and has an ave rage 

w i dth of approximately te n and one -half mi le s .  The to tal are a 

i s  s a i d  to  b e  360 square mile s . 2 Thi s  figure probab ly 

2T .  J. Campbell , Re cords of Rhe a ( Dayton:  Rhea Pub ­
l i shing C ompany, 1940 ) ,  p .  23. ----



9 

include s land that i s  now covere d  by w ate r .  The land are a i s  

3 3 5  square mile s . 3 The are a of  the county  has b e en change d 

twenty-one t ime s  by Le gi s l at ive A c t s  s ince the county was 

cre ate d in 180 7 . 4 

Original ly Rhe a C ounty was a part of  Roane County and 

extende d from ne ar Wh i te ' s  Cre ek on the north to the Ge or·gi a  

and Alab ama State l ine s o n  the s outh . 5 Part of  the fo llovdng 

name d count i e s at one t ime were a part of  Rhe a C ounty : 

Hamil ton, Roane, Ble dsoe , Cumbe rland , and Me igs . 6 

No change has b e e n  made in the a rea o f  the county 

s ince the Le gislative Act  of 1903 .  The gre ate s t  alterati on 

of the are a of the county c ame in 1836 when the land lo c at e d  

e ast o f  the Tenness e e  R ive r w a s  remove d for the cre ation o f  

Me i gs C o unty . 7 

3uni teo State s De partment of  C omme rce , Bure au o f  
Censu s ,  C ounty Data Book ,  A Supplement to the Stat i s t i c al 
Ab s trs c t  of  U .  s:--(Wa s hington: Gove rnment Pri nt ing Off i ce , 
194 7) . 

4Acts of  Tenne s s e e : 180 7 , Chapte r  9 ,  20 ; 181 5 ,  C hapter  
7 5 ;  1815,  Chap ter 202 ; 1817 ,  Chapter 13 ; 1819 , Chapter  3 ;  182 1 ,  
C hapte r  7 3 ; 1821 , Chapte r 169 ; 1833 , Chapte r  16 ; 1837 , Chapter 
2 59 ; 1850 , Chapte r 8 2 ;  1855,  Chapter 6;  1 8 58 ,  Chapter 83 ; 1860 , 
Chapte r 211 ; 1867 , Chapter  23 ; 1879 , Chapt e r  137 , 1887 , Chap ­
te r 143 ; 188 9 , Chapte rs  2 5 ,  140 ; 190 3 ,  Chap ter 41. 

5Acts of  Tenne s s e e  180 1 ,  Chapte r 45 ; 180 7 ,  Chapte r  9 ;  
Emma M .  weT1s-,-! History of  Roane C ounty, Tenne s s e e , Vol . I .  
( Chattanoo ga :  Loo kout Pub l i shlng Company , 1927 ) ,  p .  9. 

6Acts  of  Tenne s see : 180 1 ,  C hapte r 45 ; 1821 ,  Chapter  
169 ; 1 8 50 ,  C hapte r 82 ; 1855 ,  Chapte r 6 .  

?c ampbe l l ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  20 . 



D .  NATURAL RESOURCES AND PRODUC'l'S 

The l and l o cate d along the Tenne s se e  R ive r and i t s  

tributarie s i s  ve ry fer ti le . Thi s  po tenti ally product ive 

land induced the e arly immigrants  t o  se ttle  in the are a .  

10  

Much o f  thi s land is  now cove re d by lake s cre ate d by the con­

s tru c tion of Chi c amauga Dam and the Watts B ar Dam on the 

Tenne s se e  Rive r in the 1930 ' s  and 19� _01s . 

The county was o r iginally covere d w i th virgin t imb e r ,  

but this  has been remove d .  Some l�mje r i s  s t i ll pro duce d ,  

b ut the current t imbe r  a c t iv i tie s cons i s t primari ly o f  the 

product ion of wood use d for the manufacture of pape r .  

The mo s t  important  agr i cultural product s  today are 

s trawberr ie s ,  mi lk,  b e e f ,  ve ge table s ,  and s ome grain .  

Lime s tone , s ands tone , potter ' s  clay ,  fulle r ' s  e arth,  

iron o re , and coal are found in commerc i al depo s i ts in and 

ne ar t he Walden ' s  R idge e s carpment and under the Walden ' s  

Ridge plate au . 

The re are seve ral factor i e s in Rhe a C ounty that manu­

facture ho s ie ry ,  cloth ,  unde rwe ar , play or sports  clo the s ,  

concre te building suppl ie s ,  gas s tove s ,  furnace s ,  and o ther 

he at ing e quipment . 

The mo s t  valuable and :i.mpo rtant produ c t  and export o f  

Rhe a County i s  i t s  young pe ople who le ave ye arly to  prepare 

for and e nte r almo st  all  the trade s and profe s s:i.ons in o the r 

parts  of  the country . 



E .  SUMMARY 

11  

Rhe a C ounty i s  lo cate d in East  Tenne s s e e . The county 

i s  b ounde d on the north by Roane C ounty, on the e a s t  b y  Me igs  

C ounty, on the we s t  by B le dsoe  and Cumbe rland C ounty , and on 

the s outh by Hami lton County . 

The we s te rn part o f  t he county i s  part o f  the Cumbe rland 

plate au .  The e as te rn half i s  in the Tenne s se e  R iv e r  valley .  

The c ounty has  a g o od tran sp ortati on sys tem c ons i s t ing pri ­

marily o f  one Uni te d  State s Highway , thr e e  State H i ghway s ,  one 

rai lroad,  the Tenne s se e  Rive r ,  and a small privately owned 

airpo r t . Rhe a C ounty i s  re ctangular in shape , with an are a of 

approximate ly 360 square m i le s .  

The mo s t  import ant a gr i cultural product s  are s traw ­

b e rrie s ,  ve ge table s ,  milk ,  be e f  and some ?rain.  The re are 

comme r ci al de po s it s  of coal ,  l ime s tone , s andstone , potte r's 

c l ay ,  fulle r ' s e arth and i ron o re . Ho s ie ry ,  unde rwe ar , cloth,  

s port clothe s ,  concre te b u ilding s uppl i e s ,  gas  s tove s ,  fur­

nace s and o the r type s o f  cooking and he ating e quipment are 

manufacture d in the county . The mos t  impor tant produc t and 

e xport of Rhe a C ounty is i t s  young people who le ave ye arly 

to pre pare for and e nte r a lmo s t  all the trade s and profe s s i on s  

in  o ther par t s  of  the county . 



CHAPTER III 

A HI STORICAL SKETCH OF RHEA COUNTY 

A .  HI STORICAL BACKGROUND TO 1807  

The Ea st  Tenne s se e  Valley where Rhe a  C ounty is  located 

o r i ginally was the property or the Che ro ke e  Indian s . Pri o r  to  

1805 the Uni ted S tate s gove rnment re c o gnized  the c laim or the 

Che ro ke e s to thi s land . Howeve r ,  thi s prope rty was w i thin the 

terri tory c laime d  by the State of  North Carolina ,  and North 

Carolina c laime d  the area had been  re leased by a prev ious 

treaty and pro ce eded to i s sue grants to  land located w i thin 

the Indian territory .  One of the se grants  by the State of 
1 North Carolina was made to  Stokley Done l son,  July 20 , 1 7 9 6 . 

The grant purported to c onvey 19 , 000 acre s o f  land which was 

all the valley land lo cated in  the pre sent Firs t ,  Se cond, 

Third ,  and part o f  the Fourth C iv i l  D i s tr i c t s  of  Rhe a C ounty . 

Ove r  thre e -four ths of the valley land or the pre sent  county 

was included in the grant . 

Even b e fore the grant was made to S t o kley Done l son,  

whi te pe ople had e ntered upon s ome o f  thi s  area and had built  

home s w i thout le gal author i ty .  Afte r Done l son re ce ived the 

grant,  parts  o f  the land we re sold and traded to s e ve ral pe ople , 

1state of North Carolina ,  Grant Numbe r  2 7 5  ( co py ) ,  
C ounty C ourt Clerk's off i ce , Dayton . 



with re sult whi te pe ople w e re l iving in  this area prior to  

the cre ation of  the State o f  Tenne s se e  in 1796  and pri o r  t o  

the tre aty w i th the Cheroke e s  i n  180 5 .  

I n  O c t o b e r  1805 ,  Re turn J .  Me igs and Jame s Robinson 

1 3  

acting a s  C omm i s s i one r s  for  the Uni ted S tate s ne got iated two 

treati e s w i th the Che ro ke e  Indians by  which land including 

the pre sent Rhea County was re leased by the Indians . The con­

s ide ration for all the land was $17 , 000 cash and $3 , 000 

annually fore v e r .  I n  addit ion to  this agre ement f o r  a cash 

cons iderati on there was a se cre t  agre ement made with the 

Indian Repre sentative , Chie f D sugue lade g i  o r  ''Double head" 

where b y  he re tained a tract one mi le s quare for himse lf and 

hi s family at the mouth o f  the Hiwassee  R i ve r . 2 

The information about the s e cre t treatie s w i th Double -

head b e came known, and the Indians refused to acce pt the 

terms o f  the treat i e s  and c ons idered the whol e  treaty arrange -

ment as a be trayal of  Che rokee  intere s t  be cause Doublehead ' s 

action had no t been  sanctioned by the Na tional Coun cil . 

In  1806 the United S tate s began to exer c i se autho r i ty 

ove r the large tract  of land that  had b e en re le ased unde r the 

treaty w i th Chi e f  Doublehead .  The gove rnment cons tructed a 

for t  one mile north of  the mouth of the H iwas s e e  River in what 

2Fourth Tre aty o f  Te llico ( co py ) , O c to b e r  27 , 180 5 ,  
State o f  Tenne s s e e  Library and Archive s ,  Nashville , Tenne s se e . 
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is presently Rhe a County and named the fort H iwassee Garri -

son . The H iwasse e Garrison was staffed w i th so ldiers and Re -

turn J .  Me i gs was placed there to re present the United States 

Governmen t  in  de al ing with the Indi ans . 3 Me i gs dut ies in­

cluded p ay ing annually the $3, 000 . 00 that w as provided for the 

Indians in the tre aty . 4 

On O c to ber 29 , 1807 , a b il l  w as introduced in the 

Tennesse e Le gislature to reduce the s i ze of Ro ane C ounty and 

to cre ate there from one o f  whi ch later be came Rhe a C ounty . 5 

This b il l  w as passed by the Le gisla ture November 30 ,  1807 . 6 

Governor John Sevier s i gned the b i l l  on De cember 3 ,  180 7 . 7 

B .  HI STORICAL BACKGROUND FROM 1807 TO  1960 

Although the State o f  TelliJ.essee re cogn1zed the tre a t ie s  

entered into by  Re turn J .  Me i gs and James Rob i nson in 1805 as 

3Pene lope Johnson Alle n ,  " Le aves from the Family 'I're e ,  11 

Chattanooga Times,  Apr i l  29 , 1934 . 

4John P .  Brown, O ld Front iers ( Kin�sport : Southe rn 
Publ ishing C ompany , 193E/; pp . 451 -453 ; History of Te���� 
( East TelliJ.essee edi tion ; Nashv i l le : Goods9e ed Publ ishing 
C ompany , 1887 ) ,  p. 817 .  

5T .  J .  Campbe l l ,  Re cords o f  Rhe a ( Day ton: Rhea 
Publ ishing C ompany , 1940), p .  I2-. - --

6Acts of  Tennessee ,  1807 , Chapter 9 .  

?c ampb e ll ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  14 . 
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be ing vali d ,  the C he roke e claim to the land whi ch i s  now Rhe a 

C ounty was  not ful ly extingu i she d  unt i l  t he Treaty of  New 

E cho ta was o b taine d by thre a t s ,  force , coe r c i on,  and whiske y 

in 1835.8 

For many ye ars pri o r  to  1805 whi te pe o ple had li ved 

w i thin the are a now known a s  Rhea C ounty although i t  was  In-

dian terri tory . The Uni te d  State s government had trie d to 

prevent the " Squat ters" from taking the Indian lands for 

the ir  own use but had b e en unab l e  to e nforce  the terms o f  the 

tre at ie s that had been made in thi s re gard . 9 These original 

s e t tle rs  we re  mainly from Virgini a ,  North Carol ina ,  and South 

Carolina . They were primarily of Anglo - Saxon extrac tion . 10 

Some of  the s e  people including Jame s Campbel l, Jonathan 

Fine , Abraham Hoi-rard ,  John Henry, Jo se ph Brooks , Danie l 

Rawlings , and W i l l i am Long me t at the home of  ·wi ll i am Henry 

locate d approx imately four mile s north of the pre sent town of  

Dayton on pre sent Uni te d State s Highway 27 , on  January 25 ,  

1808, for  the purpo se o f  organi z ing t he new county that had 

authorize d by the State Le gi s lature . The above name d people 

8B rown, ££· c i t . ,  pp . 472 -498; Campbe l l ,  ££· c i t . , p. 
13. 

9c ampbe ll , op. c it., p .  21. 
lOwor th s. Ray , Tenne s se e  C ou s ins , ! Ris to� of Tenne s se e  

Pe ople ( Aus tin,  11exas : -published b y  the author ,  199)'), p .  453· 
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were e le c te d Jus t i ces of the Pe ace and Jame s Campbe ll was 

made Chairman of the Court . O ther county off i c i al s  were 

e le cte d also at thi s t ime . The Henry home was made the temno -

rary C ounty se at ,  in whi ch capac i ty i t  serve d for approx i -

mate ly four year s . 

The following ye ar a c o�� i s s ion was  se le c te d  by the 

C ounty C ourt to  make a survey and sele c t  a s i te for  the l o c a -

tion of  the new county seat . There were s i ze ab le se ttle d com-

muni t ie s at the t ime , and i t  was ne ce s s ary that a s i te b e  se -

le cted and deve lope d .  One of  the s i te s  inve s t i�ate d in 1810 

was  at  the mouth of  R i chland C re e k  whe re i t  empt i e s into the 

Tenne s se e  R ive r ,  ab out four mi le s north o f  where the H iwas s e e  

Garri son had b e e n  e s tab l i she d .  Thi s  s i te was no t approve d ,  

probably b e cause one o f  the group was drowned i n  Haley ' s Pond 

located ne ar the s i te . ll  

In 1 81 2  the commi s s ion that had b e en app o inte d to  se -

le ct the lo cation for the c ounty se at sele c t e d  a s ite c on-

s i s ting of forty - se ve n  acre s located  one mile from the 

Tenne ssee R iver on Spring C re e k .  The new county seat  was  

name d Washington .  The gre ate r part of the l and w a s  div i ded 

into lots  and sold to o b t a in funds to f inance the c ons truction 

of  a c ourthouse and j ai l .  The Tenne s s e e  A cade my was  e s t a b -

l i she d  there p r i o r  to 1819 .  The Mon�outh Pre s byte r i an Church 

11R .  G .  �vaterhouse , 177 5-1827, "D iary , " C armack  
Wate rhouse , Dayton . 
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was e s tabl i she d  in 1 8 20 .  John B. Hood e s tab l i she d the r ir s t  

newspape r i n  the county at Was hington i n  1 8 2 5 . 12 

Washington and Rhea C ounty grew rapidly in population  

unti l  1836 when Me i gs C ounty was create d out  of  that part or 

Rhe a County ly ing e ast  of  the Tenne s se e  R ive r .  This was the 

reason the populat ion or Rhe a C ounty droppe d rrom 8 , 186 in 

1830 to 3 , 98 5 in 1840 . The populati on again increas e d  ye arly 

until  i t  reached 1 5 , 410 in 1910 . In 1911 the b la s t  rurnace s 

at Day ton were c l o s e d  caus ing an exodus or  pe ople . The popu-

lation in  1920 was 13 , 81 2 .  The populat i on or the county d i d  

no t exce e d  the population o f  1910 unt i l  the c ons truct ion or  

Watts  Bar Dam in 1940 . 13 Tab l e  I show s the po pulat ion o r  

Rhea County a t  t e n  ye ar inte rvals from 1810 to  1960 . 

In 1870 the C i ty or  C inc innat i construc ted  a rai l road 

l ine from C inc innati to Chattanoo ga .  The rai lroad was o pe ne d 

ror t raffi c Fe bruary 12 , 1880 . The name of the village or 

Smi th's C ro s s  Roads was c hanged to Dayton whe n a munici pal 

government was o rganized in 189 5 .  The opening to railroad 

traffi c  made i t  po s s i b le for  the iron and c oal depo s it s  to  

l 2campbe l l , o p .  c i t . , pp . 25-28 ; Pene lope Johnson 
Allen, op . c it . ,  O c tober-28 ,  1934· 

13uni te d  S tate s Depart::nent or C ommerce , Bureau or  
C ensus , Census o f  the Uni te d  S tate s (Washington: Gove rnment 
Printing ()ffi ce - , -195'(Y) . 



TABLE I 

POPULATION OF RHEA COUNTY FROM 1810 TO 1960a 

Increas e  
Ye ar Populati on or de cre ase  

1810 2 , 504 
1820 4 , 215  1 , 711  
1830 8 , 186  3 , 971  
1840 3 , 9 8 5  - 4 ,  201 
1 8 50 4 , 415 430 
1860 4 , 991  57 6 
1870 5 , 538 547 
1880 7 , 0 73  1 , 53 5  
1890 1 2 , 647 5 ,  574 
1900 14 , 31 8  1 , 67 1  
1 9 10 15 , 410 1 , 092 
1920 13 , 8 1 2  - 1 ,  598 
1930 1 3 , 8 7 1  59 
1940 1 6 , 3 53 2 , 482 
1 9 50 1 6 , 041 312 
1960 15 ,  8 5o b 

auni ted States Bureau of Census , u. s. Census o f  
Population 1810 - 1940 (Washington: Gove rnment Printing 
Office) . 

-- --

bD aytoE Herald , May 23 , 1960 . 

1 8  
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be mined o n  a co�merc ial scale . Almost immed ia te ly after the 

construc t i on of the railroad, industrial development b e gan to 

appear . B last furnaces for the manufa cture of  iron were bui l t  

and operated a t  Dayto n .  The hei ght of the i ron pro duction was 

from 1890 to 1910 . Dayton became the large s t  town in the 

county after the c ounty sea t  was moved there from Washington 

in 1890 . 14 

C. SUMMARY 

In 1796  the State of Nor th Carol ina granted most of  

the land where Rhea C ounty is  now l o cated to Stokley Donalson . 

The Indian claim to the land was remove d by  the Fourth Treaty 

of  Te l l i co in 180 5 .  Rhea C ounty was c reated out of  a part o f  

Roane C ounty by  the Tennessee Le gislature i n  1807 . The Rhea 

C ounty Govermnent was organi zed in 180 8 . 

The town of washington w as establ ished in 1812 and the 

county seat was estab l ished there . In 1890 the c o unty seat 

w as moved from Washington to Dayton . 

The populat ion of Rhea County has fluctuated widely . 

Part o f  the populat ion fluctuation was caused b y  Mei gs C ounty 

be ing created out of part of Rhea C ounty in 1836 , and the 

closing o f  the b last furnaces at Dayton in 191 1 . 



CHAPTER IV 

PRIVATE SCHO OLS IN RHEA C OUNTY 

A .  FIRST SCHOOL 

The f irst known schoo l  in Rhe a C ounty was lo cate d near 

the H iwassee Garrison that was bui lt  near H iwasse e or Jolly's 

Island in 180 6 .  Reverend G ide on B lackburn, w ith the assist -

ance of  the Uni te d  States Gover��ent , estab l i she d the s choo l  

under the ausp i ces of  the Presbyterian Church and the n  serve d 

as the first teacher. The school pro bably laste d unt i l  1 8 1 5 . 1 

Cherokee Chief " Doublehead" wante d the scho o l  estab -

l ishe d f or the Cheroke e s ,  and i t  was through his  influence 

that permission was grante d to build  i t .  When the ne got ia-

t i ons were c omple te d,  he  approache d  the miss ionarie s and sug-

�e ste d that the y  present him w i th a b o ttle o f  whiskey for  his 

aid in putt ing through the pro j e c t .  

The operation and mai ntenance o f  the scho ol was organ-

i ze d  under the d ire c t ion of the Presbyte rian Church by a 

Presbyterian minister for the bene fi t  o f  white pe ople and 

I ndians . The s chool was under the pro te c tion of the Unite d 

S tates Army at the Hiwassee Garrison and was supported 

lT .  J.  Camp b e l l ,  Re cords of Rhea ( Day ton : Rhea Pub ­
l ishing Company , 1940 ) , pp . 1 0 -42 ;- John P .  Brown , Old 
Frontiers ( Kingsport :  Southe rn Publ ishing C ompany , 1938 ) , 
pp . 167 -468 ; Robert  Sparks Walker,  Torch Lights to the C hero ­
kees ( New  York: The Macmillan Company , 193 1 ) ,  p .  lb. 
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financial ly by the Presby te r i an C hurch and the Unite d S tates . 

This was in v i o lation o f  the First Amendment of  the C ons t i tu-

t ion of  the United  State s whi ch provide s for the se parati on 

o f  the Church and the State . 2 

B .  SUBSCRI PTI ON SCHOOLS,  ACADE'HES, 

NORMAL I NSTI TUTE S ,  AND C OLLEGES  

Sub s cr i p t ion o r  Private Common S cho o l s  

Ramse y  and o the r s  ind i cate d  that pr ivate , common o r  

subscription s chools we re in  existence in thi s  are a from 1801 

unti l  free pub l i c  s choo l s  were e s tab l ishe d . 3 The e arl i e s t  

known sub s c ript ion scho o l  i n  Rhe a County was  the Walnut Grove 

Schoo l  locate d where the Spring C i ty High Scho o l  bui lding now 

s tands . 4 The s chools were he ld by any pe rson who c ould at-

tract  and hold  s tudent s .  In  the be ginn ing fre e pub lic s choo l s  

we re o perate d for very short  te rms . At the e nd o f  the te rm 

the patrons would some t imes pay the te acher to provi de addi -

t i onal ins truction s o  that a b e t te r  e ducati on for the ir chi l -

dren might b e  o b taine d .  

2Brown , op . c i t . , pp . 467 -468 . 

3J .  G .  M .  Ramsey ,  The Annals of Tennessee to  the End o f  
the Eighteenth C entury ( Phi l ade lphia: Lipp inco t t-,-Grambon,  -
and C o mpany , 1 853), p .  722 ; Rober t  A. Ladd , 11 The Deve lopmen t  
of  Education in Ro ane C ounty Tenne s s e e " ( unpub l i she d I'1as te r1s 
thesis , The Unive r s i ty o f  Tenne sse e , Knoxville , 1958 ) ,  pp . lO ­
ll . 

4c ampbe ll , o p .  c i t . , pp . 7 5-7 6 .  
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The re cords ind i cate d that it  was diffi cult to  o b tain 

a common scho ol e ducat i on during the formative years of  the 

county and almost impossi ble  t o  o b tain an e du cation in any pro -

fess ional f i e l d .  One of the first physi c ians , Dr . John Royal , 

walke d from Rhea C ounty to Philade lphia, Pennsylvania, in 

orde r  to o b tain me dical e ducation  and traini ng . 5 

A numb e r  of schoo ls known as academies were e stablishe d 

in Rhea Coun ty . Mo s t  of  the academies w e re charte re d by  the 

le gislature and were e l i gi ble  t o  re ce ive support from " The 

C ommon S choo l  Fund" of  the State ; howe ve r ,  the re was no re cord 

that such support was re ce ive d .  These schools e xiste d for 

some t ime in  Rhea C ounty b e fo re closing or b e ing supe rse de d by 

the pub l i c  schools . No re cord showed clearly the curr i culum 

that was offere d in each A cademy ,  b ut the Le gislature in 

se t t ing out the dut ies of  the State Supe rintendent o f  In-

struc t i on made i t  his duty to see that orthography , reading , 

writ ing ,  ari thme ti c , ge o graphy , grarrnnar , C onsti tu ti on of  

Tennessee ,  an d the Const i tution of the Uni t e d  State s we re 

6 taught . 

The Le gislature of the S tate passe d in excess of  one 

hundre d Le gislative Acts in an a t tempt to c reate and dis-

tribute a common scho o l  fund fo r the support and maintenance  

5r b i d . , p. 1 56 .  

6Acts of  Tennesse e ,  1866 , Chap te r 26 ( Passe d March 5 ,  
1867 ) .  



of  s tude n t s  in s chools  who w ould o the rw i se  b e  deprived  of a 

common s cho ol e ducation . ? As s tate d b e fo re no re cord  w as 

found whe re s tudents in Rhe a County actually re ce iv e d  any 

b e ne f i t . 

Tenne s se e  Academy 

23  

Re cords showe d that the f ir s t  r e cogn i z e d  Ac ade my e s tab -

l i she d  in the County afte r i t  came into exi s tence was  the 

Tenne s se e  Acade my in 1809 . The S tate Le g i slature passed  an 

a c t  appo inting two trus tee s  for the Tenne s s e e  Academy .  The 

s choo l  was  e s tab l i she d three  ye ars l ater in Washington . The 

Le gi s lature of 1822 provi de d  that the pro ce e ds from the s ale 

of  s choo l  lands in Rhe a C ounty be a ppropr i a te d for t he support 

8 of  the Tenne s s e e  Ac ademy for ten  ye ars . 

I n  1819 Henry D .  F .  R o be r t s  was author i ze d  to  enga�e 

te ache r s  and to f ix the i r  salarie s .  Shortly the re after ,  Mr . 

Ro be r t s  re s igne d and William Johnson was  se le c te d  t o  succeed  

him as  Principal of Tenne s se e  Academy w ith jur i sd i c tion over 

7Act s  o f  Tenne s se e , 1822 , Chapte r  1 39; 1829 , Chapter s  
54 , 17 , �1� ; 1832,  Chap ter s  41 , 42, 61,  7 9; 1833 , Chapters  
34 , 54 ; 1837 , C hapters  107 , 190; 1837 -183 8 ,  Chapter 148; 1839 , 
Chapte r s  20 , 3 8 ,  39; 184 1 ,  Chapte r s  47 , 180 , 1 59 ,  16 5 ;  1843 , 
Chapte r s  54 , 7 7 , 60, 221 ,  23 1 ; 184 5 ,  Chapte r s  54 , 60, lOC,  112; 
1847 , Chap te rs 110 , 17 5 ,  206 ,  207 ,  61 ; 1849 , Chapte rs  133 , 147 , 
1)1 ; 1651 , Chapte r s  68 , 113 , 120 , 129 , 1 3 3 ,  1 50 ,  16 5 ,  204, 2 50 , 
2 8 1 ,  296; 185 3 ,  C hapte rs  � 6 , 8 ,  61 , 7 1 ,  8 3 ,  2 7 3, 316 . 

BA e t s  of Legi slature , 180 9 ,  1822,  Chapter 139 . 
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b oth t he male and the female Acade my . 9 Thu s , from thi s e arly 

be ginning opportuni ty was  given w omen to  o b t ain an e ducat i on. 

In 18 52 ,  the Le gi s la ture pa s se d  an Act t hat re quire d all 

C ounty Aca demie s to re ce i ve female a s  we ll  as male  pup i l s  and 

t e a ch them in the several branche s as  "are now taught in s aid 

ins t i tuti ons . 11 10 

In re fe rring to the Tenne s se e  A c ademy , Campb e ll and 

Hame r gave in forma ti on a bout the 5ns t i tu t i on pro bably de s cr i p -

t ive o f  the a c ademie s tha t  l ate r e xi s te d  in o ther p arts  o f  

the c ounty . 

From the forego ing i t  s e ems plau s i b le tha t the 
firs t pe rmanent bui ld ing for  the Acade my w a s  no t 
comple te d ,  may no t e ven have been be gun , unti l 1823 , 
the ye ar Reve rend McAlp in w a s  e le c te d princ ipal . 
I t  i s  se t out in the Minute s of  1826 that the b o ard 
vote d to contribute one - third of the c o s t  of a r a j l 
fence around the s choo l  b ui lding . Jt was o rde red  
that W i l liam Farnsworth be allo�e d  $3 . 50 for e ach 
s e a t  made b y  him and that any te ache r be cons idere d 
who would b ring the hi�he s t  l ist o f  s tudents  t o  the 
s choo l  for one ye ar . The b uild ing w a s  s t i ll te rme d 
"new " in 1829 ,  when Samue l Frazier w a s  Pre s i .dent  of 
the Ac ademy and Ralph Lo cke was  Profe s so r  of  Mathe ­
mat i c s . . 

In 1830 , on mo tion  of Wil l i am Locke , i t  was  ad­
verti se d t ha t  " The Ac ademy Hous e  of WashJng ton i s  
o pe n  an d f re e  t o  all  pe o ple worshipping the Almi�hty 
God in a pe ace a b le and Chr i s tian manne r when no t in 
use for s choo l  purpo se s • . . • 11 

9Pene lope Johnson Allen, " Le ave s from the Family Tre e , " 
Cha tt anooga Time s ,  Octo b e r  28 , 1934· 

lOAc t s  o f  Tennesse e ,  February 1 8 52 ,  Chapt e r  186 . 

llcampbe l l ,  op . c i t . , p. 6 1 . 



Some conception of the se chan�e s may be  �aine d 
from t he a dvert i seme nt of  the Tennessee Acade mv at  
Washington in Rhe a C ounty,  in 1819 . Tui t ion 

u 

range d from twe lve to thirty - s ix dollars pe r year,  
and b o ard amounte d to one hundre d do llar s pe r 
ye ar . • . . 12  
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The State Le gi s lature in 1849 author i ze d  the Tenne s se e  

Academy to use  a port i on o f  i t s  funds f o r  the purpo s e  of  pur-

chas i n g  a l o t  End to cons truct  t he re on sui table buildings for 

a cademy purpo s e s . l3 In 1 8 54 ,  the nee d  for large r  a ccommoda-

tions was ke e nly fe l t ,  and a new b uilding was  e recte d for the 

Academy on the l o t  that had been purchase d .  The new bui lding 

was a two s tory structure and w a s  c on s i de re d  a model bui lding 

in i t s  d ay .  

The new b ui lding burne d in 1868 . A small b u i lding was 

e recte d on the north e dge of town to  re place i t .  By thi s 

t ime the exodus of c i t i zens to Cha t t anooga w as in full swing ,  

and a large bui lding was  no t ne ce s s ary . 14 

C amp be ll ' s  writings j_nferre d that thi s  academy c on -

tinue d t o  exi st o n  a small s c ale unt i l  a central hi�h s choo l  

came into exi s te nce i n  190 6 .  Howe ve r ,  i t  w a s  r e charte re d and 

named Washington A c ademy A s so c i ation in 1879 . 1 5  

1 2Phi l i p  M. Hame r ,  Tenne s se e , A H i s torr ( New York : 
The Ame ri can H i s tori cal So c iety ,  1933), Vol . I ,  page 361 .  

13Ac t s  of Tenne s se e , 1849 , Chapte r 136 . 

14c ampb e l l ,  o p .  c i t . , pp . 61 -63 . 

1 5Qffice of the Tenne s se e  Se cre tary of  State , Na sh­
v i lle, Book B ,  p .  508 . 



26 

Thi s ins t i tution s imi lar to the Tennes see A cacemy was 

chartered by the State of Tennessee in 1850 . The s choo l  was 

lo cated approximately four mi les north of Spring C i ty in what  

is  now known a s  the Mar s  H i ll C ommunity .  According t o  ava i l -

able ev:i.den ce the b ui ldings cons i s ted of t he Academy , a boys ' 

and a girl s ' dormi tory , and a ho tel . The cost of food for a 

s tudent  w a s  $2 . 00 per week . One hundred twenty-one s tudents  

at tended the Academy during the s chool year 18 58 - 1859 . Mars  

Hill  Ac ademy c lo sed in  187 5 . 16  

Tennes see V alley C olle�e 

Thi s  s chool w a s  chartered by  the State of  Tennessee on 

January 20 ,  1881 . 17  The s choo l  w as located at  Darw i n's Sta-

t ion whi ch is  now Evensv i l le .  I t  operated ini t i al ly a s  an 

elementary and secondary s choo l ,  but soon after Rhea Central 

Ei gh Schoo l  was estab l i shed at Dayton in 190 6 ,  i t  w a s  c on-

ver ted to an elementary s choo l  and renamed Evensvi lle E le -

mentary School . At  t he time the s chool wa s ren&.med , i t  was 

placed under the supervi s ion and j urisdi c tion of  the Rhe e 

C ounty Department of  Educat ion . 18  

1 6c ampbel l ,  op . c it . ,  p .  62. 

1 7orf i ce o f  the Tennes see Secretary of State,  Nash­
vi lle ,  B o o k  B ,  p .  109 . 

1 8c ampbell ,  op . c i t . , p .  63 . 



Grandview Normal Ins t i tute 
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In 1880 an e as te rn mi s s i onary s o c i e ty wanted to l ocate 

a s chool  in the s outh and cho se a s i te on Walden's Ridge 

which was  f ive miles northwe s t  of  the pre sent town of Spring 

C it y .  In r e c o gni t i on o f  the magnifi cent  pano r ama whi ch 

s pre ads e a s tward into the E a s t  Tenne s se e  V alle y of the 

Tenne s se e  R ive r ,  t he s choo l  was given the name Grandv ie w .  

The char te r  o f  incorpora ti on f or th i s  institu t i on was  i s sued  

<"• 88 
19 

March 2b , 1 1 .  The name was l ate r change d to  Grandv iew 

Normal Ins t i tute. The s choo l  grew very r apidly and was i n -

s trumental in e ducat:lng hundre ds o f  peo ple  i n  t he are a .  I n  

1925 part o f  the school pro pe rty w a s  c onveye d t o  the Rhe a 

C ounty De partment o f  Educa t i on f or the maintenance o f  a n  

e leme ntary s cho o l ,  and the Grandvie w Normal Ins ti tute was 

close d .  

Gra_1svil le Academy 

In 1892 the Grays v ille Acade my w a s  e s tab l i shed by 

Elde r G .  W. C o l lard unde r the sponsor ship and d ire c t ion of 

The Seventh Day A dventi s t  Church.  The ins t i tuti on w as orig-

inally e stab l i s he d  to  me e t  the ne e ds of  the memb e r s  of t he 

Se venth Day Adventi s t  Church in thi s are a ,  but i t  grew 

rap i dly and was patronize d  by s tudents  f rom s e ve ral s tate s .  

l9Qffi ce of the 'l'enne s se e  Se cre t ary of  State , Nashville , 
B o ok E ,  page 87 . 



In 1916  the upp e r  gre.de s of the s chool 1\Tere moved to Junior  

C o llege at C o lle ge dale . The name w as later change d to The 

Southe rn Mi s s i onary Col lege . In 1960 Graysv ille  Academy ,  

grade s one through ten ,  had an e nro llment o f  approxi mately 

fifty s tude n t s . 

Wi l l i am Jennin.a:s Bryan C o l le _ge 

In 1925 t�e Le g i slature of  Terme s se e  pas sed  an a c t  

known a s  the " Tenne s s e e  Ant i -Evo lution A c t . 1120 

Te aching o f  Evolut i on Prohib i te d - - I t  s hall b e  un­
le.wful for any t e acher in any o f  the unive r s i t ie s ,  
'l'e ache r ' s  C o lle ge s ,  Normal Schoo l s ,  o r  o the r  pub l i c  
s cho o l s o f  the State w hi ch are s upported in w hole  or 
in p ar t ,  b y  the public  s choo l  funds of the State to 
te ach any t he ory that denie s the s to ry of the divine 
cre a t i on of man as taught in the B ib le ,  and to t e a ch 
ins te ad that man de s cende d from a l ower or der o f  
animals . Any t e a che r v i o l a t ing thi s sect ion s hall be  
gui lty of a mi sdeme anor and f ine d not le s s  than One 
Hundre d Dollars  ( $100 . 00 )  nor mo re than F ive Hundred 
Dollars  ( $500 . 00)  for e ach o ffense . 
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John T .  S cope s ,  a b iology teache r a t  Rhe a Central High 

S chool at D ayton,  Tenne s se e , fully admi t te d  the v i olation of  

thi s l aw .  In o rder t o  cre ate a c a se  t o  te s t  the con s ti tu­

t ional i ty o f  thi s s tatute , Scope s was pro se cute d . 21 The 

case  imme di ate ly b e came w or ld known whe n  Clare nce Darrow , 

a famous  criminal lawye r ,  w as s e cure d as  de fe nse  counci l ,  and 

Wi lli am Jennings Bryan, f o rme r Se cre tary of  State , agre e d  t o  

20A c� of Tenne s se e , 1925 ,  Chapte r 27 . 

2lscope s v .  State , 1 54 Tenne s se e , 10 5 .  
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ass i s t  in the pro s e cution . Scope s  w as found gui l ty b y  t he 

jury,  but  t he jury did no t a s se s s  the f ine of $100 . 00 a s  re ­

quire d  by t he C ons t i  tut:i.on o f  the S tate when the re quire d 

required fine i s  in exce s s  o f  F ifty Dollars ( $ 50. 00 ) .
22 

On 

appe al the Tri al C ourt was reve r s e d  on thi s  te chn i cal i ty w i th 

the sugge st ion �iven by the Tenne s s e e  Supreme C ourt to the 

Attorney Gene ral t hat the p e ace and dign i ty o f  the State w ould 

be tter  b e  c onserve d by the e n try of  a nolle pro sequ i . be ing 

e ntere d in thi .s cau se ; thu s , a final op inion on the fac t s  w as 

not re nde re d .  

B ryan ,  during the progre s s  o f  the trial whi ch laste d 

e leve n  d ay s ,  indicated  the nee d  of  a Chri s t i an Ins t i tut ion of 

hi ghe r le arn i ng in thi s are a .  S o on afte r  h i s  de ath, whi ch 

o c curre d in  Day ton thre e d ay s  afte r the end of the tri a l ,  

lo c al pe ople began the organization  o f  the W i ll i am Jenn i ngs 

Bryan Unive r s i ty .  Thi s  inst i tution  be gan operat ion in 1930 

in the old  Rhe a C entral H i gh Schoo l  b ui lding whi ch w as fur­

ni she d free by  the Rhe a County B oard of Educa t ion . 23 The 

ins t i tution e xls t s  today a s  Will i am Jenn:i.ngs Bry an C olle ge . 

Thi s co lle ge l oc a te d  a d j acent to  the C i ty o f  Dayton 

had a fi nan c i al s truggle for many years  but re ce ntly has made 

22cons t i tut i on of S ta te of Tenne s se e , Se c t ion 14 , 
Art i c le 6 .  

--

23Minute s o f  Rhe a C ounty B oa rd of Educati on,  January 
1 1 ,  1960 , Dayton . 
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rapid progre s s  finenc l al ly .  Re cently t he S tate Department  o f  

Educa t i on r e co gni ze d the colle ge a s  a te ache r  t r a i n ing in­

s t i tut ion . In 1960 the re w e re fifte en t e acher s  in the Rhe a 

C ounty s chool sys tem who re ce ive d all o r  par t  of the ir colle ge 

training a t  the ins t i tution . 

In 1960 William Jennin�s Bry an C olle ge w a s  a four ye ar 

ins t i tutl on grant ing B . A .  and B . S . de gree s .  The lns t i tuti on 

had a s tudent b ody of 217 w i th a te aching s taff of fifte e n  

membe r s . 

Othe r  Ins t i. tutions 

Some o the r a cademie s ,  s cho o l s , and so calle d c olle ge s  

we re c harte re d b y  t he S tate or  re c o gn i zed a s  private s chools ,  

but ve ry l i t tle ac curate jnformat ion pe rta ining to the ir ope r ­

a t i on w a s  found . Some of the se i n s t i tutions  include d Ri ch­

l and Academy a t  D ay ton, D ayton Masonic  C o ll e ge at D ayton , and 

the Luminary School ne ar Evensvi lle . 

C .  SUMMARY 

The a cademy s chool movement in Rhe a C ounty fulfi lle d 

the educati onal ne e ds of the are a tha t we re no t prov i d e d  by 

pub l i c  ins t i tut ions during the nine te enth century and e arly 

part of the twe nt ie th century . Whe n the S t a te and lo cal 

gove rnme n t s  a c ce p t e d  the i r r e spon s i b i l i t i e s  for  fur n i shing 

all the pe o ple w i th primary and s e condary e duc ational o ppor­

tunit i e s a nd furni s he d  a r e a sonable amount of f inanc i al 
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support , mo s t  o f  the private s chools were di s cont inued . S ome 

were c onverted into publ ic e le men tary s choo l s  whe n  Rhe a 

C entral H i gh School w a s  es t a b l i shed in 1906 and Spring C i ty 

H i�h S choo l  w a s  e s tabli shed in 1909. 



C HAPTER V 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN RHEA COUNTY 1806 TO 1873  

A .  GENEnAL SCHOOL ORGAN I ZATl ON 

Chap ter V pre sents  info rmet i on c once rning pub l i c  

s choo ls in Tenne sse e and Rhe a C ounty and the s upport of  

pub l i c  e duc ati on by the peo ple from the time th e c ounty was 

formed unt i l  1873  when an acce ptable  General S cho o l  Law w a s  

pas se d . 1 

Pub lic s chools  in  Tennesse e had the ir  o rigin i n  an 

agre ement e n te re d  into by the Uni te d  State s ,  Nor th C aro l i .na,  

and Tenne s s e e  reQ;arding publi.c l ands . The a$2;re ement  was 

known a s  the C omp a c t  of 1806 . Unfortun ate ly for t he deve lop­

ment  of pub l i c  e ducat ion in Tenne s se e ,  t he Uni te d  S tate s made 

no prov i s ion for re servati on of lands for schools  in the South­

we s t  'Terri tory a s  had b e en d one in othe r te rri torie s .  Rhe a 

C ounty was forme d  out of  a part  of tee Southwe s t  Te rri tory . 

An attempt was  made in  the Coffipact of 1806 to c orre c t  thi s 

de fect . As  one of the cond i t ions  of the s urre nder o f  the 

Uni te d  State s of  her cla ims t o  t he se  pub l i c  l ands i t  was pro ­

vided th at Tenne s s e e  should re s e rve in  th i s  re g ion , where 

e xi s t ing cla ims w ould pe rmi t ,  one square mile out of e ach 

thi r ty-s ix s qu are mile s for the use  of s chool s for t he 

lA c t s  of Tenne ssee , 187 3 , Chapte r 24. 
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instruc t i on of  chi ldren foreve r . 2 Unfortunate ly for  the 

school s  in Rhe a C ounty prac ti cally all of  the l and tha t was 

fit for cultivati on had alre ady been  grante d to Stokley Done l -

son.  

In 1825  the Le g i s l a ture of  Tenne s s e e  dir e cted that all 

s choo l  l ands be s old and the pro cee ds from the s al e  to be pre -

s e rve d as  a pe rmanent s cho ol fund for  all the common s chool s 

in the State . The j nte re s t  from the fund was  t o  support the 

pub l i c  schoo l s . When the s choo l  l ands we re s o ld, i t  was 

found that the intere s t  from the c ommon s choo l  fund was not 

suffi c ient to s upport the s choo l s . 3 

The lack of  financial s upport of  pub l i c  fre e s cho o l s  

re sulte d in  much i ll i te racy in the are a .  Acc ording t o  the 

memorial pre pare d for the Le g i s lature from the Common S cho o l  

C onvention he ld in Knoxville i n  1847 , one -fourth o f  the whi te 

pe o ple in the are a we re unab le t o  read and write . Attempts  to 

suppleme nt the income from the s chool fund of the s tate by  

taxat ion w e re repe ate dly made , but  the y we re re j e c t e d  by  the 

Le gi slature unti l  1 8 53 . In that ye ar Governor Andrew Johnson 

sent a s trongly worde d  re commendation to  the Le gi s l ature . 

Gove rnor Johnson wrote :  

2
Philip  M .  Hamer ,  Te nne s se e  A H i s tory 167 3 -1932 ( Ne w :  

York : The Ame r ican H i s torical So c iety , 1933 ) ,  V o l .  I ,  p .  3 53 .  

3I b i d . , p .  3 54 ·  



I t  mus t  b e  apparent to al l that our present sys tem 
of  c ommon s choo l  educat ion falls  far s hor t of c oming 
up to the imperat ive c ommands of the C on s t i tution.  I f  
the l aw e s t abli shing our sys tem of  c ommon s chool s  had 
b een perfect  in all detai l s , the c o mmon s chool fund 
would be wholly inadequate . • • • I f  we are s incere 
in what we profes s for  the c ause of educ ati on,  we 
should • • • prov i de means to accompli sh i t. There i s  
one w ay • . •  that the children of  the S tate can be  
educated • • •  that i s  to levy and collect  a tax from 
the people of the whole State ,  or t o  au thor ize the 
C o unty C ourt s  separately to do so • • • suff i c ient in  
amount when added t o  our  present s choo l  fund, to  g ive 
l ife and energy to our dyin� or dead sys tem of c ommon 
s choo l  educat ion . 4 

The Legi s l ature pas sed an act fo r the levyi ng of a 
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State tax o f  two and one-half cent s on each one hundred do l -

lars o f  a s ses sed value o f  pro per ty and each county was per ­

mitted t o  levy a t ax . 5 

B .  RHEA COUNTY SCHOOLS BEFORE 'rHE C IVIL WAR 

No local offi c i al reco rds were found tha t  showed tha t  

publi c s c ho o l s  or  free s cho o l s exi s ted a s  such in  Rhea C ounty 

pr ior to the C iv i l  War . The State attempted to create a fund 

for the s upport of  pub l i c  or common free scho o l s  in 1823 . The 

funds ava i l ab le for  the support  o f  such s choo l s  were derived 

from the interes t on the common s chool fund that h ad been 

created b y  the State from the s ale of  s chool lands .  I t  

appeared from c ircums tantial evi dence that Rhea C o unty did  

4I b i d . 

Sr b i d . , pp . 3 57 -358 .  
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par t l c ipa te i n  the d i s tr i bution of the com.'non s chool fund , 

but the re venue s may have been us e d  by the academie s that 

furni s he d  e duc a t i onal oppor tun i t ie s to the p e ople . Two a c t s  

o f  the Tenne s s e e  Le gi slature suppor te d thi s  conclus ion .  

Se ct ion one and two of an act  passed  in 1822 were as  fol l ow s : 

Se ct ion 1 :  Be  i t  e nacte d b y  the Ge ne ral A s s e mbly 
of the S tate of Tenne s se e , Tha t the proce e d s  arl s ing 
from the s chool lands in the County of Rhe a shall and 
may be appropriate d  to the support of the Tenne s s e e  
Acade my in s a i d  county for a ter 'n o f  ten ye ar s  from 
the fir s t  of January nex t .  

S e ction 2 :  B e  i t  furthe r enacte d,  That the s ai d  
s chool lands shall b e  under the control of the 
Trus te e s  of s a i d  Acade mv for s aid te rm ,  and anv­
thing in any law to the

"
contrary notw i ths t andi�g . 6 

Se cti on two of an act  pa s se d  by the Le gi s lature in 1824 

s tate d :  

Se c ti on 2 :  B e  i t  e nacte d  tha t por t i on of the 
mone y whi ch shall be alloc ate d to the c i t i zens  of the 
Hiwa s s e e  Dis tri c t  include d wi thin the coun tie s of 
Rhe a and Roane , s hall be  tran smitte d  to the Age nt s  
o f  s a i d  c ount ie s re s pe c tive l y ,  a t  Kings ton,  and 
Washington, to be l oaned to the c i ti ze ns of that 
part of the Hiw as s e e  D i s tr i c t  exclu s ive ly,  unde r the 
s ame terms and rule s and condi t ions gov e rn ing the 
othe r  a genc i e s  in the State . 7 

The money de r ived  from the inte re s t on the co�non s chool fund 

v ar i e d  b e tween  for ty and fifty cents  a year  for e ach ch1 ld of 

s chool age . Afte r s tate t axe s for s chool purpose s we re lev i e d  

i n  1 8 54,  the amount ava j  lab le fo:P e ach chi ld w a s  almos t 

6A c t s  of Tenne s se e ,  1822 ,  Chapter 139 . 

7A c t s  of Tenne s see , 1824 ,  Chapte r  26 . 
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doubled . The Rhea County s cho la s t i c  popul a t ion wa s 2 , 0 34 i n  

1860 . 8 

C .  SCHOOLS I N  RHEA C OUNTY , 1861-1873  

The wri ter was  unable to  loc ate any informa tion whi ch 

showed that org anized  pub l i c  s cho0 l s  were o perated in Rhea 

County from 1861  to 1868. Acco rding to the Reg i s ter for Rhea 

C ounty , part o f  the records pertai nin� to s cho ols  and other 

county affai r s  were des troyed b y  f i re in the courthouse at  

Washington a bout  1890 . S t i ll o ther records were �i s p1aced 

when the county seat was  transferred from Wa shj ngton t o  

D ay ton i n  1890 . 9 

Gove rnor 1rli lliarn G .  B rownlow s tated that the common 

s choo l  fund was  used t o  f inance the Army of 'Tennes se e  during 

the C iv i l  War . Governor Brownlow in hi s addre s s  t o  the j oint 

meeting of  the Senate and House of  Represen tatives on Apri l  6 ,  

1865 ,  indi c a ted tha t i l l i teracy had increa sed during the war 

year s . Whi le d i s cuss ing s chool s  and taxes he s a i d :  

• • •  The com�on scho o l  sys tem w i l l  i n  thi s connec ­
t ion demand your attention . The fund appropria ted for 
thi s  purp o se has been s quandered by  b ad men and the 
di shonest  functi onaries , who fled on the appro ach o f  
the old  flag.  What  shal l be  done to  replace thi s 
lo s s ?  A t  no period  in the h i s tory of  thi s  s tate has 

8Edgar W. Kni ght,  Pub l i c  Edu c � t i on in the South ( Bo s -
ton: Ginn and C ompany, 1922 ) , p .  lb7 . 

--- ---

9 sta ternent by Mi s s  Marc:1ie James , Regi s ter of Deed s , 
C ourthouse,  Dayton . 



the young r i s ing gene ration appe ale d s o  e ffe c tively 
for le gi s l ative a i d .  Prac ti c al ly den i e d  all 
s cho l as t i c  advantage dur ing the pa s t  four ye ars ,  and 
de prived ,  as  thous ands have been o f  the i r  natural 
pro te c to r s , if the y  are no t s o on provided for i t  w i ll 
b e  too late for the m . Inde e d ,  not a few have alre ady 
pas s e d  b e yond the age t o  a t tend scho o l ,  hope le s sly 

1 0  i ll i te rate • • • •  

No a c t  was p a s s e d  f or the support  and maintenance of publ i c  

s choo l s  a t  that se s s ion o f  the Le gi slature . 

On �arch 5 ,  1867 the Le g i s lature pa s s e d  an Ac t  whi ch 

provi de d  f or fre e pub l i c  scho o l s  in the S ta te . The Ac t 
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dire c te d  the s tate supe rintendent t o  app o int a c ounty supe r ­

intendent for e ach county . The s ta te s upe r intenden t  was give n  

the autho r i ty to w ithhold p ay�ent o f  funds from the State un-

t i l  the county supe rintendent conforme d to the requireme nt s 

se t out by the s tate s upe rintendent . 1 1  S ince thi s  was  dur ing 

the re cons truc t ion pe riod  afte r the C iv i l  War , the State was 

s l ow in ge t t ing the e duca t i onal plan in o pe ration ,  and the re 

was no t suff i c ient  income from the t axe s to  c arry ou t the pro -

gran .  

In 1867 the Rhe a C o unty Supe rintendent of  S cho o l s  

po inted  ou t t o  the State Superintendent o f  Scho o l s  the atti -

tude of  the c i tizens  of  Rhe a C o unty toward pub l i c  e duc ation.  

lOwill i am G .  B rownlow , Publ i c  and Private A c t s  o f  
Tenne s se e , 1865 ,  p .  9 .  

llActs  of Tenne s se e , 1866 , pas s e d  Mar ch 5 ,  1867 . 



In  March 1868  H .  C .  Roge r s  wrote : 

Many o f  our pe o ple have no faith in  the new sys tem 
of fre e s cho o l s ; b e l ie v ing , as the y do that there 
will  be  no  he lp from the State . B ut i f  we  can ge t 
the amount o f  money now le gally due u s ,  confi dence 
will be r e s tore d at once , and all oppo s ition  w ill 
spe e di ly d ie out . l 2  

I n  the late r  part o f  1868 County Supe r i ntendent H .  C .  

Roge r s  wro te a se cond le t te r  to the State Supe r i ntendent o f  

Scho o l s  i n  whi ch he s tate d :  

I f  I c ould have re ce ived our share o f  the s choo l  
money ( wherew i th t o  pay te ache r s ) four wee k s  
s oone r ,  the re would have bee n  a far b e t te r  s tate o f  
fe e l ing in the county . There has bee n  s trong oppo s i ­
t i on from the foe s o f  e duc a t i on o f  the pe ople . l 3 

E i ghteen fre e s chools  at tended by 612 s tudents  and taught b y  

e i ghte en te ache r s  exi s te d  i n  1869 . 14 

D • SUI1:'1ARY 

The wri te r  was unab le  t o  loc ate po s it ive e v i dence to 

prove that  pub l i c  s chools  exi s te d  in  Rhe a C ounty prior to  the 

C ivil  War . There was  e vi de nce that some State fund s for 

e ducational purpo se s were available and that State fund s vJe re 

12Le t te r  from H .  C .  Roge r s ,  Rhe a C ounty Supe ri ntendent 
o f  School s to S tate Supe rinte �den t of S chool s ,  Ma r ch 28 , 1868 , 
S tate De partment o f  Education,  Na shv i l l e , Te nne s se e . 

1 3Le tte r from H .  C .  Roge rs ,  Rhe a C ounty Supe r i ntende n t  
o f  Scho o l s ,  t o  State Superintendent o f  Scho ol s ,  Novemb e r  30 , 
1868 , S t ate Department of Educati on ,  Nashville , Tenne s s e e . 

14Re cords , S ta te De partment o f  Educati on,  Nashville , 
Tenne s s e e . 
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used  for  the support of  the Tenne ssee  Academy , a qua s i  pub l i c  

institution .  

The data  indi cate d  that during the C iv i l  War publ i c  

s cho o l s we re no t in o peration .  In 1868 Rhe a C o unty was o pe r ­

ating pub l i c  s choo l s  unde r the Gene ral Education A c t  o f  1867 

but was encounte r ing opp o s i t ion from l o cal pe ople who we re 

oppo s e d  to  free e duc ation . 



CHAPTER VI  

RHEA C OUNTY PUBLI C  SCHOOLS 1873  - 1960 

A ..  GENERAL SCHOOL ORGANIZATION 

The Rhe a C ounty Pub l i c  Schoo l  Sy s tem  was based pri marily 

on the prov i s i ons  of  the Gener al Educ ation A c t  of  1873 . 1 Thi s 

Act  w a s  the f i � s t  workable law pe rtaining to e duc ation on a 

s tate w i de b as i s .  The princi pal prov i s i ons of the law made 

an appre c iable amount of s tate aid  avai l able to the individual 

s choo l  sys tems and provi de d  for lo cal t axe s for the lo c al 

s choo l  sy s tems . The Act  c re a te d  an organi z at i onal s e t up tha t 

provide d for the po s i t ion o f  county supe rintendent of  s cho o l s  

and s e t out the o b l i gations  o f  the s t ate , c ounty , and s chool 

di str i c t .  

Almo s t e very s e s s ion o f  the Le gi slature s ince that 

t i me has made s ome add i t i ons  or modifi cati ons  to thi s  b as i c  

law .  One o f  the mos t  comprehe n s ive revi s ions  wa s made in 

1925 when Chapte r  115 o f  the Pub l i c  Ac t s  of the Le gi s lature 

was  s igne d by Gove rnor Aus tin Pe ay . 2 The a c t  reorgan i z e d  and 

re e s tab l i she d a sys te m  o f  publ i c  e duc ati on for the s tate con-

s i s ting of e le mentary s cho ol s ,  high s chool s ,  thre e t e a che rs  

lA c t s  of Tenne s se e , 187 3 ,  Chap te r  24 ; Senate B i ll No . 
45,  187 3�ate o f  Tenne s s e e  Library and Archive s ,  Nashv i lle , 
Tenne s s e e . 

2A c t s  of Tenne s se e , 192 5 ,  Chapter  11 5 .  



co lle ge s ,  the Po lyte chnic  Ins t i tute and the Agr i cultural In­

dustrial  Normal C olle ge for Ne groe s .  Prov i s ions  o f  the A c t  

included the admin i s trat ion o f  i t  b y  the S tate C omm i s s ione r 

of  Education ,  the State B oard of  Educa t ion,  the C ounty Supe r ­

intendent ,  and the C ounty and C i ty B oards o f  Educ ation;  the 

e s tabl i shment of an e qual i z a t i on fund and minimum s alary 

s che dule , and ce r t i f i c ation and approval of all te ache r s , 

supe rvi sors , and suner inte ndents  by the State Departmen t  o f  

Educ ation . The minimum length of the te rm for e lementary 

scho o l s  was s e t at  e ight months , and nine mon ths for high 

s choo l s . 

The Rhe a C ounty S choo l  Sys tem i s  pre s ently func t i oning 

e xclus ively unde r Private Ac t s  of the Le gi s l ature in  re gard to 

the e le c ti on o f  the s chool board,  the ele c t i on of the supe r ­

intendent ,  and the admini s trative affairs  pe rtaining t o  pur­

chase s of  mate r i al s  and payme nt s  of funds . The s choo l  b oard 

cons i s t s  of seven membe r s  who are e le cte d e ve ry two ye ars . 

One member i s  e le cte d  f rom e ach of the four c j v i l  d i s tr i c t s  

b y  the v o te r s  o f  the r e spe c tive dis tr i c t s , and thre e are 

e le c te d by the vo te r s  of  the entire c ounty . 3 The s upe rin­

tendent of scho o l s  i s  e le c te d  by  t he pe ople f or a term of 

four ye ars . 4 All purchas e s and payment for s ame are made 

3private Acts  of Tenne s se e ,  19 53 ,  Chapte r s  167 , 581 .  

4Private Acts  o f  Tenne s se e ,  1953 , Chapte r 568 . 
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through a purchas ing and f inance c ommi s s i on e s ta b l i she d  by a 

Private Ac t in 19)) . 5 

B .  FREE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

The f ir s t  fre e  s cho ols  in Rhe a C ounty were e lementary 

s choo l s .  Howe ver ,  i t  w as the cus t 8m for e ach chi ld t o  s tudy 

that whi ch was s e le cted b y  h im or hi s parents . In many in-

s tance s the ac tual sub j e ct s  s tudi e d  w e re de te rmined by the 

books  available w i thin the family o r  th o se b oo k s  that co uld 

b e  borrowe d .  The s cho o l s  w e re no t grade d and the c l a s s ifi ca -

t i on of a s tudent was de te rmine d many t ime s b y  the 11 boo l{ " he 

was  s tudying . 

The General Education A c t  of 187 3 re tained the s ame 

prov i s ions about the sub j e c t s  th at were t o  b e  taugh t as we re 

in the Gene ral Educ ation Law o f  1867 . The sub j e c t s  s e le cte d  

b y  the l e g i s lature to b e  taught w e re oro tho g:raphy , re ading,  

wri ting, a r i thme t i c , ge o ,:;raphy , grammar , C 'Jns t i tu tl on of  

Tenne s s e e  and C ons t i tuti on of  the Uni te d  State s .  

In the be ginning the fre e s cho8l s we re re fe rre d t o  a s  

" paupe r s c ho o l s " b e c ause  the y  had attemp te d  ini t i al ly t o  

furni sh fre e e ducational opportun i t ie s to  only orphans and 

tho se w ho we re unab le t o  pay . The Act of 1873 provided  for  

fre e s c ho o l s  for  all  s tudents  and the paupe r s t i gma was  re -

move d .  

5Private Acts  of Tenne s s e e ,  19 55,  Chap ter 313 . 
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The e arly r ree  s choo l s  in Rhe a C ounty were one te ache r  

s cho o l s  lo cate d w i thin w al king d i s tance o f  the s tudent s ' 

re s idence s .  The s cho o l s  g re w  rapidly in Rhe a C ounty afte r  a 

l o cal tax w as a s se s se d  for the support of  f re e  s chool s in  

187 5 . 6 In 1895 the re was a t otal of  f ifty -nine free e le -

mentary s chool s  w i th s ixty -four t e a che r s  and a to tal enroll -

ment o f  3 , 582 .  Thi s was  an ave rage o f  appro ximate ly f ifty-

s ix s tudents  pe r te ache r .  

The numbe r  o f  e lementary s chool s was r e duced  t o  forty 

in  1910 . W i th t he introdu c t ion of publ i c  transportati on or  

s tudents in 19 22 , the numbe r  of  s choo l s  cont inued t o  be  r e -

duce d .  In 1960 the re we re twe lve e leme ntary s cho o l s  in the 

Rhe a C ounty School Sys te m . ? 

'I' ab le I I  shows the numbe r of e 1eme ntary s choo l s , num-

ber  o f  te ache r s , to tal e nr o llment and aver age d a i ly attend-

ance f or f ive s choo l  ye ars , 1922-23 , 1929 -30 , 1939 -40 , 1949 - 50 ,  

and 1959 -60 . Add i t ional informati on pe rtaining to  e le men tary 

s chools  i s  found in Tab le s  IX-XVI in the Appendix . 

C .  HIGH SCHOOLS 

The S tate in 1891 de f ined primary and se condary 

s choo l s .  Se condary s cho o l s  as derine d  b y  the Le gi s lature 

6Tax Re ce ipt  Book  r or 187 5 ,  Trus te e ' s  Offi ce , Dayton , 
Te nne ss e e . 

?Annual Stati s t i cal Report for 1960 , Rhe a C ounty Supe r ­
intendent ' s  Off i ce , Dayton , Tenne s se e . 



TABLE I I  

NUMBER OF E LEr12:NTARY SCHOOLS , NUMBER ELEMENTARY TEACHERS ,  
TOTAL ENROLLMENT AND AVERAGE DAI LY ATTENDANCE 

FOR SELECTED YEARSa 

44 

Ye ar 

Numbe r  of 
e lementary 

s choo l s  

Numbe r  of  
e lementary 

teache r s  

To tal e n ­
rollme nt o f  
e lementary 

s tudents  

A . D . A .  
o f  

e leme ntary 
stude nt s  

1922-1923  48 83  3340 2341 

1929 - 1930 41 9 2  3448 2110 

1939 -1940 40 8 3  2963 2181 

1949 -19 50 29 93  2925  2380 

1 9 59 -1960 12 63 227 5 l90 5b 

asource : Annual S tati s t i cal Re port s ,  Rhe a C o �nty 
Super intendent ' s  Off i ce , D ayton,  Tenne s s e e . 

b seventh and e i ghth grade s we re removed  f rom seven 
e lementary s cho ols  a.nd pla ce d  i. n Rhe a C entral Hi r;h School  
i n  19 58 . 
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we re e s tabl i she d in d iffe ren t par t s  of the s tate and we re 

often c alle d "high s cho ol s . " In 1899 an A c t  that autho ri zed  

coun t i e s to e s t a b l i sh s e c ondary s chools  w as pa s s e d  b y  the 

Le gi s lature . 8 

Rhe a County did no t e s ta bl i sh a c ounty high s choo l  

unti l 190 6 .  Pri or  t o  th i s  time a c ademie s  and private s choo l s  

a t tempte d  t o  fulfi ll t he nee d  of  the pe ople f o r  a se condary 

s chool  e ducation .  The a c ademi e s  w e re no t publ i cly owne d and 

payment  of tu :I_ t i on w a s  r e quire d  from the s tuden t s .  Thi s  

cause d  s ome o f  the pe ople no t t o  have the oppo rtun i ty t o  o b -

tain a high s chool e du cat ion.  

Table I I I  shows the number o f  h i �h s cho o l s  and the 

numbe r of hi R;h s c ho ol te aching po s i t i ons  during four ye ar 

i nterval s 1924 to  19 58 . The average dai ly a t tendance i s  

shown for e ach four ye ars be g lnning in 1927 . The j ncre ase  o f  

146 i n  t he ave rage dai ly a t tendance b e twe e n  19 58 and 1959 was 

partlally c ause d by Rhe a C e ntral Hi gh School  b e ing change d  

.from a .four ye ar hi gh s c hool  t o  a s ix ye ar high s choo l .  The 

numbe r  o.f h i gh s chools  ha s remained almo s t  c on s t ant . The 

numbe r  o.f t e aching po s it ion s has j ncre a s e d  .from s ix te en in  

1924 t o  fi.fty-one in  1960 . 

BAets  o f  Te n.ne s se e ,  189 1 ,  Chap ter �-9 · 
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TABLE III 

NUMPER OF EIGH SCHOOLS , NUMBER OF HI GH SCHOOL ':L'EACHE RS , 
ENROLLYIENT AND AVERAGE DAI LY A TTENDANCE 

Ye ar 

FOR SELECTED YEARSa 

Numbe r  o .f county 
h i gh school s 

Number  te aching 
po s i t ions A . D . A .  

-------------·--·--·-,--,�·-------- ----

1924 
1927 

1'131 
1934 

1937 
1940 

194-3 
1946 

1949 
19 52 

19 55  
19 )8 

19 59 
1960 

6 
3 

3 
3 

1 6  
1 8  

1 5  
14 

16 
21 

21 
2 5  

29 
3 3  

41 
4 6  

50 
51 

asource : Annual Stat i s t i cal Re p or t s ,  Rhea C ounty 
Supe rinte ndent ' s  O.f.fice , D ay ton , Tenne s se e . 

390  

347 
322 

409 
493 

48 2 
498 

57 1 
7 09 

6 28 
881  

l0 23b 
lllQC 

bRhe a Central H i gh Schoo l  change d .fr om .four t o  s ix ye ar 
hig)l school a t  end of  third month . 

cRhe a Central H i £>:h Scho o l  w as s :i x  ye ar h igh s chool  and 
j nclud e d  s e ve nth and e i ghth grade s .  
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Rhe a C entral High School  

A c ti ng under the au thor i ty grante d t o  the c o unt ie s  by  

the Acts  of  189 1 end 1899 , the Rhe a County Quarte rly Court 

authori ze d  the o rgen iz ati on of the Rhe a C en tral H i gh School  at 

D ayton and prov i de d  for the cons tru c t ion o f  a bri c k  b u i l d ing 

t o  hou se the i n s t i tuti on . 9 The b ui lding w a s  a two s to ry 

b r i ck build ing and w as lo cate d ne ar the r e ar of  the pre sent 

phy s i cal e duc ati on bui ld ing at Rhe a Central H i gh Schoo l . The 

cons truction o f  the b u i lding was  c omple te d in 190 6 ,  and the 

f i r s t  free high s chool i n  Rhe a C o unty wa s placed  in ope rati. on .  

The Rhe a C o unty �uarte rly C ourt a t  i t s  January me e t ing 

in 1906 lev i e d  a prope r ty tax of ten cen t s  pe r one hundre d 

dollar s  as se s s e d  value of prope rty wi thi n the c ounty for 

funds for the ope ration and maintenance of Rhe a Cen tral H i gh 

School . 10  During the e arly ye ars of th i s  h i gh s cho o l ,  s. 

dormi tory was c on s truc te d on Se cond Avenue whe re the Downey 

and C o ole y Building s  a re pre sently loc ate d .  The c onstru c t i on 

o f  the dormi tory re pre sented the f i rs t a ttempt b y  t he c o1:nty 

gove rnment to make avai lab le se condary s chool e ducation for 

s tudents  who l ive d in the remo te are as of the c ounty where 

9Minute s o f  the Rhe a C ounty Quarte r ly C ourt,  January 
1,  190 6 .  

lOT . J .  Campbe l l ,  Re c ord s o f  Rhe a ( D ayton:  RhB a 
Pub l i shing C ompany ,  1940 ) -;-p7oJ . --
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the r o ads  were almos t impas s ab le dur ing several months o f the 

ye ar . l l  

I n  the 1930 ' s  a l arge s choo l  building w as cons tru c te d ;  

thi rte e n  clas srooms w e re a dded i n  1958 . When new c la s s rooms 

we re c omple ted two addi tional grade s ,  seventh and e ighth,  

were included in the s chool mak i ng i t  a s ix y e ar hi gh s chool . 

Se venth and e i gh th grade s tudents  from all of the e lementary 

s chools  in the Third and Four th C iv i l  D i s tri c ts of the C ounty 

were transpor t e d  to the school . In 1959 a new phys i cal e duca­

t i on b u i ld ing w as c ons truc te d .  During the 1 9 59 -60 s chool  

ye ar , the s chool  had a te e ching s taff of  thi r ty - two te a che rs 

and an e nr ollment of 9 50 s tuden t s .
12 

Spri ng C i tx High School  

The Spring C i ty High S chool was  au thori ze d in 190 8 ,  

b ut clas s work did no t be gin unt i l  1909 whe n  a n e w  building 

was comple te d .  The s chool w a s  the out growth of the Walnut 

Grove School ,  a sub s cription s chool that was  e s tab l i she d 

prior t o  1 8 50 and ope rate d unt i l  190 8 . 13  The bu ild ing that 

was  c omple te d in 1909 was de s troyed b y  f i re in 1928 . The 

pre sent se c tion of the Spring C i ty Hi gh Scho ol b u 5 lding was 

11I b id .  

12Annual Stati s ti c al Report fo r 1960 , Rhe a  C ounty 
Supe r intendent ' s  Offi ce , Day ton, Tenne s se e . 

13c s.mpbe ll , op .  c i t . , p .  7 5 . 
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cons tru c t e d  in 1930 . Addi t ional land are a was  purchase d for  

the s cho o l  in the 1950 ' s . In  1956 a v o c a ti onal e duc ati on 

building w as cons tructe d whi ch include d c l as srooms and a sho p .  

In  1959 a l arge phy s i c al e ducation bui l ding w a s  c on s truc te d .  

Thi s  b u i ldlng included  a c afe ter l a  and mus i c de p artment . In  

1960 the s choo l  had an enrollme nt o f  313  s tudents  and a 

te aching s t aff of  fifte e n  te ache rs . l4 

C arve r High S cho o l  

The e ar l ie s t  eviden ce  found about the o pe ra ti on o f  a 

county high s choo l  for co lore d  pe r sons was the s tati s t i c al 

re port for the ye ar 1930 . The s cho o l  was  i de n tifie d a s  

"Day ton  H i gh S choo l  ( Col ore d ) , " and w a s  re por te d a s  a memb e r  

o f  the Rhe a C ounty School  Sys tem . 1 5  Howeve r ,  the Annual 

Stati s t i ca l  Reports  did not include the s cho o l  again unt i l  

1937 . 1 6  A high s chool for  colored  persons has b e en o pe r ate d 

w l thin the C i ty o f  Day ton b y  the Rhe a C ounty S choo l  B o ard o f  

Education s ince 1937 . In  1 9 53 a new b u i ld ing w a s  c ons tru c te d 

and the name of the s chool w a s  change d to C arve r H i gh Scho o l . 

In 1960 the re was  a s tudent b o dy of fif ty - two  s tudent s .  The 

14Re cord s in the office of  Rhe a Coun ty Superintenden t 
o f  Scho o l ,  Dayton, Tenne s s e e . 

l 5Annual S tati s t i cal Report  for 1930 , Rhe a County 
Super intendent ' s  Offi ce , D ayton, Tenne s se e .  

l6I b id . , 1937 , P ·  24. 



te aching per s onne l cons i s te d  of  four re gular te acher s  and a 

mus i c  t e a cher employed on a part-time b as i s . 17  

O the r High S cho o l s  
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Thre e small hi gh s chool s ,  de s i gnate d se cond cl�ss high 

s chool s ,  we re e s tab l i she d and o pe rate d from 1912 unt i l  d i s -

continued o r  consolidated w i th one o f  the pre sent hi �h 

s choo l s . The Graysvi lle High S chool was  the last  of  th i s  

type o f  s chool . I t  was  clo se d in 1927 . 18  The othe r two 

se cond c la s s  high s cho o l s  were C arp and Grandv ie w .  Tab le XVI 

in the Appendix shows the numbe r  of  high s chools  that exi s te d  

in the county from 1924 to 1960 a s  well  as the numbe r  of 

te aching po s i t i ons and average dai ly atte ndance e ach ye ar 

from 1927 to 1960 . The table s how s the ave rage d a i ly attend-

ance incre a s e d  from a low of 316 in 1933 to  1110 in 1960 . 

D .  TRANSPORTATI ON AND CON SOLIDATI ON 

In 1910 s choo l  admin i s trators  in thre e c ounty s choo l s  

in5 t iate d a l imite d  pro �ram of pup i l  tran sportati on se rv i ce s 

i n  orde r  t o  provide e ducational o ppor tuni tie s for tho se chil -

dren who could no t a tte nd s choo l  be cause  of  exce s s ive walk ing 

di s tan ce . 19 

17 I b i d .  
1 8Annual Sta t i s t i c al Re port for 1927 , Rhe a C ounty 

Supe rinte nde nt ' s  Offi ce , Dayton , Tenne s se e . 

1 9Tentative Handbook for Schoo l  Admini s trator s on Pup i l  
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In 1913 a s tatute that authori zed  the lo cal s chool de -

partment s to conso l idate s cho o l s  and pay for the transports -

t ion o f  s tudents  from pub l i c  s chool fund s w a s  e na c te d  by  the 

Tenne s s e e  Le gi slature . 20 Howeve r ,  Rhe a C ounty did no t p ay 

transportation co s t s  for s t1.;.dents  unt i l  nine ye ars l ate r .  

The f ir s t  eviden ce o f  s tudents  be i ng transpor te d at 

pub l i c  expense in Rhe a County was found in the .rvlinu te s of the 

Rhe a C ounty Board of Education for the ye ar 1922 .  A claim o f  

�352 . 50 was paid  t o  J .  R .  Mansfie ld for transpor ting s tudents  

during the s choo l  term, 1921-1922 . 21 Mansfie ld o pe rate d a 

cove red wagon and tran sported s tudents  approx imately f our 

mi le s t o  the Graysville Hi gh School  from B a c k  Valley nor th of 

Graysville . One of the s tudent s re porte d  tha t ,  pri o r  to  wagon 

transportati on furnishe d  by the county , s he and her bro the r 

rode a mule to s chool .  She s tate d  tha t  the covere d  wagon was 

a gre at improvement al though the roads , at t ime s ,  we re almo s t  

impas s ab le . 22 

Tab le IV shows the type o f  vehi cl e s ,  numbe r o f  vehj cle s ,  

average numbe r of  pup i l s  transporte d ,  and ave rage co s t s  of 

Transportat ion,  Superintendent ' s Study Counc i l ,  C ommi tte e on 
Bui ldings and Transportation,  1960 , p .  l .  

20Acts  o f  Tenne s se e , 19 13 , Chapter  4 .  

2 1Rhe a County Board o f  Educati on Minute B o o k  for 1922 ,  
Superintendent o f  Rhe a C ounty Schools  O ff i ce , Day ton, Tenne s se e .  

view . 
2 2state me nt Juan i ta Mansfield  Gre e n , pe rsonal inte r -



TABLE IV 

NUMBER Al\TD TYPE OF PUP I L  C ONVEYANCES , PUPI LS TRANSPORTED , C O ST PER YEAR 
AND AVERAGE COST PER 7,10NTH PER CHI LD TRANSPORTED FOR CERTAIN YEARSa 

Numbe r  of Numbe r of Ave rage numbe r 
c a r s  or Numbe r  b u s e s pup i l s  
s tation 'Jf o r  transporte d C o s t  

Ye ar w agons wagons tru cks  dai ly pe r ye ar Ave rage c o s tb 

1 9 2 2  1 $ 3 .52 . _50 
1925  2 30 - $ 3 . 00 
1928 18 8 240 - 3 . 5o 
1931 ( No tran s portation thi s year ) 
1934 1 108 - 1 . 8 5 
1 9 37 11  400 6 , 632 . 60 1 . 84 
1940 8 9 7 24 1 1 , 447 - 19 1 . 7 6 
1943 11  11  1413 27 ' 288 . 7  5 2 . 1 _5 
1946 3 1 2  1316 3 5 , 393 . 67 2 . 99 
1 949 11  22  167 7 6 5 , 322 . 00 4 · 33 
19 52 1 28 17 74 52 , 1 28 . 91 3 - 26 
1 9 55 29 200 2 64 , 308 . 00 3 ·  57 
1 9 58 29 207 1  74, 8 27 . 90 4 . 0 1  
1960 1 28  2099  7 8 , 279 - 40 4 - 14 

asource : Annual Stat i s ti cal Re ports ,  Superintendent  of Rhe a County 
S cho o l s  Offi ce , Dayton,  Tenne s se e . 

bAvera�e c o s t  of transportat ion  pe r chi l d ,  � r  month .  

Vl. 
1\) 
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transporting e ach chi ld per month. Whe re the information was 

availab l e , the total co s t  of transportation  for e ach ye ar i s  

shown . Rhe a C ounty made rapid s tride s in prov i ding tran sporta­

t i on f or s tudents  unti l  1931 . During the s chool  ye ar , 1930 -31 , 

no pub l i c  transportati on was  prov ided fo r s tude nt s . The 

s choo l s  we re w i thout funds fo r part of the pre v i ou s  ye ar , and 

the re w e re nume rous c ounty s chool warrants  that w e re unpaid . 

The e vi dence s howe d that the s choo l  b oard , in orde r to open 

the scho ol s ,  curtaile d  all transporta t i on and used the money 

to  me e t  current ope ra tion expense s and re duce the outs tanding 

inde b te dne s s  of the s choo ls .  S ince 1934 ,  the re has been  an 

annual incre a se in the numbe r  of  s tude n t s  transpor ted.  During 

the s cho o l  ye ar 1959 - 60 , approximate l y  two - third s  of all s tu­

dents in the c ounty s chools  we re transporte d at a co s t  of  

$7 8 , 279 . 40 or  $4 . 14 per s tudent pe r month.  

A c ompari son o f  the 1960 bus  inspe c t i on re por t w ith 

e arl i e r re por t s  showe d that b e tte r ,  newer , and large r  ve ­

hi cle s w e re transport ing the s tudent s . Howeve r ,  the a dmin:i s ­

trati on o f  transportation f o r  s tudents  in Rhe a C ounty was  

probably one of  the we ake s t  in the are a .  The transporta t i on 

was  by contract , an d the s ys tem did no t have a transportati on 

supe rvi sor . Add i t ional informati on pe rtaining to tran sporta­

tion is  found in Table XV II in  the Appendix . 

The Supe rintendent  and the Board of Educ ation spe nt 

more time on transportati on prob lems than any o the r single 
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i tem conne cted w i th the i r  offi cial dut ie s .  The s e  prob lems 

o ccurre d primari ly be cause  of  the l ack of pol i c ie s pe r tai ning 

to  transportat i on .  In 1960 , the Rhe a C ounty Schoo l  De part -

ment w a s  attempt ing to send b use s to all  s cho o l  patrons ' home s 

whe re the re que s t  w a s  made . The lack  o f  e s tabl i s he d  w r i tten 

pol i c i e s and supe rvi s i on was pro b a b ly the mo s t  s i gn i f i c ant 

f ac tor in c au s j ng Rhe a C ounty to  have a trans portation c o s t  

o f  $32 . 31 pe r chi ld tran spor te d i n  19 57 , while the s tate ave r ­

age for the s ame ye ar w a s  $24 . 84 . 23 

W i th the b e ginning o f  s tu dent  transporta t i on in 1922 , 

cons i de ration w a s  given to the conso l i dation o f  s chool s ,  but 

it was  thi r ty - s i x  year s  b e fore all one -room s chool s  were 

d i s s o lve d .  

Table V s hows the numbe r  o f  one , two and thre e o r  more 

te ache r s cho ol s for s e le c te d  ye ars , 1924 to 1960 . The tab le 

als o  shOI'II S the to tal numbe r  o f  e lementary s choo l s ,  numb e r  of  

te ache r s ,  e nro llments , and avera�e daily at tendance . I n  1924 

the re were twenty-seven one - te a che r s cho ol s , s ixtee n  two -

te ache r s choo l s ,  and s ix three or more te ache r s cho o l s , or  a 

total o f  forty-nine eleme ntary s choo l s . The numbe r  of one -

te acher scho o l s had been  re duce d  to fifte e n  b y  1930 . In 

1936 the tran s p ortation of s tudents  w a s  cur tai le d  due to the 

23 Jame s Gib b s ,  Dire c to r ,  Pub l i c  Educ ati on in Tenne s s e e , 
Surve_y Report ,  Grade s One Through Twe lve ( Na s hvfl le : S tate-­
De nartment  of Educ at ion,  l9S8 } . ' -



Ye ar 

1924 
19 28 
1932  
193 6  
1940 
1944 
1948 
19 52 
1956 
1960 

TABLE V 

NUJY1BER AND SIZE OF .G.:LEivrENTARY SCHOOLS , NUMBE R  TEACHB.:RS , ENROLLMENT A.�fD 
AVERAGE DAI LY ATTENDANCE FOR SELEC TED YEARsa 

Numbe r  To tal 
Numbe r Numbe r  thre e o r  To tal numbe r  

one two more numbe r  e lementary 
te a che r te acher te ache r e le ment ary te ache r s  
s chool s  s choo l s  s c ho o l s  s choQl s  employe d Enrollment  

"-----
27 16  6 49 83 3 29 7  
18  20 8 46 8 6  3049 
1 5  17  10  42  ( Re cords  no t comp le te ) 
28  12  4 44 7 1  3074 
22  10  8 40 82  2963 
1 1  11 10 3 2  7 7  2636 

6 12 12  30  99 2997 
5 8 9 22 7 9  2994 
2 5 9 1 6  7 8  279 7  
0 2 10  12  65  227 5 

Ave rage 
daily  

attendan ce 

2297 
2107  

191 5  
2131  
189 1 
2304 
2236 
2252b 190 5 

aAnnual Stati s t i c al Re por t , Off i ce of  Supe r intendent  of Rhe a C ounty School s ,  
D ayton , Te nne s se e . 

bRhe a C ounty High Scho o l  conve rte d to  s ix ye ar h i gh s cho o l . Seventh and e i ghth 
grade s from seve n  e lementary s choo l s  transfe rre d to hi gh s choo l .  

V1. 
Vl, 
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e cono�i c cond i tion of  the county . As a re sul t ,  thi r te en one ­

te ache r  s chools  we re re activate d in orde r to furnish e duc a ­

tiona l  opportun i t ie s f or e le men tary s tudent s .  I n  1940 the 

finan c i al condi t i on of the coun ty had improve d ,  and the Rhe a 

C ounty Board o f  Education continued w i th i t s  c on s o l i dation pro ­

gram.  By 19SB all the one - te ache r scho o l s  had ce a s e d  to  e x i s t ,  

and only one two - te ac he r  school  w a s  in o pe ration .  The to tal 

number  of e le mentary schools  w a s  re duce d from fo r ty -nine in 

1 9 24 to twe lve in 19!)8 . The s ame numbe r  Has  in ope rati on in 

1960 . In 19 S9 the Rhe a C en tral High Scho o l  was  converted into 

a s ix -year s chool , and the s e venth and e i ghth grade s from the 

seve n  e lementary s chool s  in the southern s e c tion of  the c ounty 

we re transported t o  the s cho o l . The removal of the two grade s 

from the e lementary s chools  c au s e d  Walden ' s  R idge S choo l  to  

b e come a two - te ache r  s chool . In 1960 the re were no one ­

te acher s cho o l s  but two two -te a che r s cho o l s  we re operate d .  

One o f  the two -te ache r s chool s w a s  a Ne gro s chool . De s e gre ga­

tion of  the s cho o l s  i s  expe cte d  to remove the nee d  for  thi s 

s choo l  j n  the ne ar future . 

Tab le V als o  s hows the enro llme n t  in the Rhea C ounty 

e le mentary s chool s droppe d from 1924 to 1944 .  From 1944 to 

1960 the e nrol lment was  rathe r con s tan t .  The ave rage daily 

attendance when c ompare d to the enrollment  showe d improvement 

in the percentage of atte ndance . 



Table s IX - XVI I ,  inclus ive , in the Appendix give 

addi t i onal information pe r tine nt to  the conso lidati on of 

scho o l s  in Rhe a C ounty . 
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An exce llent ro ad sys tem  and incre a se d  mo b i l i ty of the 

c i t i zens  have produce d a definite trend on the par t  of the 

people t o  send the i r  chi l dren to s chool s  lo cate d  in the more 

densely  populate d are as  of the county . Thi s trend was not  

re cogni ze d whe n  the s choo l  building urogram was planne d and 

imp lemente d .  During the 19 S9 -60 s choo l  ye ar , the re were two 

vacant  clas s ro oms in the Walden ' s  Ridge S chool , one vacant  

clas sroom in the Spive y-Garri son School ,  one vacant  cla s sroom 

in the Grand v iew S cho o l ,  thre e vacant c l a s srooms in the S t .  

C l air  School , and one vacant  c l a s s room i n  the Wolf C re e k  

Scho o l .  New b u i ld ings f or e ach o f  the se  s chool s ,  exce p t  the 

Wo lf C re e k  Scho o l ,  we re c on s truc ted be twe e n  1952 and 1957 . 

The b u i lding at Wolf C re e k  w a s  b u i l t  in 1943 . In  addi t ion to  

the se scho o l s , the re were four vacant  clas s rooms i n  o the r 

rural e lementary s cho o l s  or  a t otal of twe lve vacant c la s s ­

r ooms i n  the county . Unle s s  the re i s  a v a s t  incre a se in 

population mo s t  of the se  ro oms w i ll never be u s e d  f or 

te aching purpo se s .  

Rhe a County doe s no t have a high s choo l  w i th suff i c ie n t  

s tudents  i n  the n inth,  tenth, e leve nth , and twe lfth grade s t o  
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mee t  the minimum numbe r  re commended fo r a compre hens ive high 

school  in the C onant Re por t . 24 

During the exi s tence of publ i c  s cho o l s  in Rhe a C o unty,  

the re have be en a t  le a s t  forty independent s cho ol di s tric t s . 

The C i ty of Dayton School  Sys te m  i s  the only i nde pendent 

d i s tr i c t  now o pe rat ing . 2 5  The sy s tem cons i s t s  of Dayton C i ty 

School and Day ton C olore d Scho o l .  The sys tem had a to tal e n­

rollment of 563 e le me ntary s tudents  and a te aching s taff of  

twenty te ache rs  during 19 59 -60 . 26  

E .  TRAI N I NG OF' 'rHE TEACHERS  I N  RHEA C OUNTY SC HOOLS 

Table VI shmv- s  the training of  t e a cher s  who t aught in 

the Rhe a C ounty Scho o l s  during the ye ar s , 1923 , 1930 , 1940 , 

1950 ,  and 1960 . The information i s  b a s e d  on all of the 

te acher s  employe d in  e ach of the s tate d  ye ars shown w i thout re ­

gard to  the length o f  term of the ir employment . 27 In s ome 

ins tance s the information i s  no t fully de s c r i p t ive of the 

24Jame s B .  C onant , The Ame r i can High S chool Tod ay 
( New York : McGraw -Hill  Book C ompany , Inc . ,  1959 } ,  pp . 3 7 - 7 7 ; 
Annual Sta t i s ti cal Re p or t ,  1960 , Off i ce of  Supe rintenden t of 
Rhe a C ounty Schoo l s , Dayton,  Tenne s se e . 

2 5Private Acts  of Tenne s se e , 1899 ; Private A c t s  of 
Tenne s se e , 192 1 ,  Chapte r 370 . 

26Annual Stati s ti cal  Rep o rt , 1960 , Office  of Supe r ­
intendent of Rhe a C ounty Scho o l s ,  Dayton, Tenne s se e . 

27I b i d .  
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ACAD E�'1IC BDUCATIO N  OF  ALL TEACHERS EIVIPLOYED 
IN RHf£A C OUNTY IN SELEC TED YEA_qsa 
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School School S choo l  School  Scho o l  
S tage s of  training 
re a che d by te a che r s  

C o lle ge graduate 

F ive ye ar s c o l l e ge o r  
Mas te r ' s  de gre e 

D o c to r ' s  de gre e 

Three ye ars c olle ge 

Two years c o llege 

One ye ar c o lle ge 

Partial c olle ge or 
le ss  than one ye ar 

N o rmal graduate 

" Part i al " normal 

Academi c normal 

H i gh s cho ol graduate 

High scho o l  three ye ars 

H i gh s choo l  two ye ars 

High scho o l  one ye ar 

H i gh scho o l  " par t i al " 

E lementary 

ye ar 
ending 

1923 

6 

1 9  

7 

1 5  

2 

45 

21 

ll  

ye ar 
e nd ing 

1930 

18  

6 

19 

33 

44 

s 

2 

l 

year  
ending 

1940 

29 

5 

12  

52 

17 

10 

2 

ye ar 
ending 

19 50 

3 5  

4 

l l  

48 

ll  

34 

ye ar 
e nding 

1960 

7 5  

9 

l 

16  

23  

l 

3 

aSource : Stati s t i c al Reports  for  1923 , 1930 , 1940 , 
19 50 ,  19 60 , Supe rintendent  of Rhe a County School s Offi ce , D ay ­
ton, Tenne s see . 
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ac tual colle ge prepara t i on of the te ache rs . Thi s  was  

e s pe c i al ly true for the ye ar 1923  and for s e ve ral ye ars the re -

afte r .  During tho se ye ars , a te acher w i th le s s  than a co llege 

de gre e was re p orte d  as  having "par t i al colle ge " training and 

no re cord showe d the ac tual amount o f  c olle ge training 

p o s se s se d  by the se te ache r s . 

The re was  gradual improvement in  the training of 

te ache r s  from 1923 to 1950 . Dur ing the ye ars from 1 9 50 to 

1960 , the amount of training of teaching pe r s onne l almo s t  

double d .  The re ason be l ieved to  have c aused  thi s was  a 

be tte r  s alary s che dule whi ch included uniform incre ase s in 

s alary f or incre ase d tra ining . 

F .  FINANCING PUBLIC  SCHOOLS IN RHEA COUNTY 

Almo s t  from the beginning of  the S tate in 1796 ,  the 

pe ople of Te ��e s see , a c t ing through the ir S tate Legi slature in 

conjunc t i on with the Fe de ral Government , at tempted to cre ate 

a State Common Schoo l  Fund , the inte re s t  from whi ch w a s  to pro -

v i de e duc a t i onal o ppor tuni tie s for i t s  pe ople . The ori ginal 

d i sbursement of  the l ands in the Southwe s t  Te rri tory did no t 

provide fo r s cho ol s ,  but the C ompact  of  1806 prov i de d  that one 

s quare mile in e ach thi r ty - s ix s quare mile s b e  se t a s i de for  

s choo l  purpose s in are as  not  pre v i ously gran te d . 28 Late r ,  

28A c t s  of Ninth Uni te d  State s Congre s s ,  Statute I ,  
Aor i l ,  18� 
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s chools  f o r  the orphans and p o o r  were e s ta b l i s he d . 29 Thi s  

c aused  the pub l i c  to refer t o  such s cho o l s  a s  pauper s cho :.:>l s . 3° 

In the beginning the pro ceeds  from the use  and s ale  of  lands 

se t a s i de for s choo l  purp o se s w e re to go into the Co��on S cho o l  

Fund . In 1854 c ountie s we re granted  the powe r to  levy taxe s 

for common s choo l  purpo se s . 31 

Dur ing the C iv i l  War the Common S choo l  Fund of the State 

was  de ple te d . 32  In 1873 the Le g i s la ture p a s s e d  a �ene ral s choo l  

law that w a s  practi c al be cause  i t  furni she d a framework for 

o pe rati on and a re a s ona ble way to o b tain support for pub l i c  

e ducation through t axation b o th a t  the s ta te and c ounty leve l .  

Table VII  shows  that the first  tax lev i e d  agains t 

private property for s chool purp o s e s  was  in 187 5 when the Rhe a 

C ounty C ourt lev i e d  a s choo l  t ax of  seven cents  pe r one hundre d 

dollars a s se s s e d  v al ue of property . The s chool  t ax on prope r ty 

in the c ounty was  colle c te d  for s i xty - s ix ye ars or unti l  1940 , 

before i t  re ached a one doll ar rate per one hundre d dol l ar s  

a s s e s s e d  v alue . Since 1940 i t  has incre ase d to the pre sent 

r ate of  $ 2 . 55 . Add i t i onal pe r t inent information pe rtaining to  

taxation for  s cho o l s  i s  in  Table XVI I I  in the Appendix . 

29Acts of Tenne s se e , 1815,  C hap te r 49 . 

30compi lation of Common Scho o l  Law s , Tenne s se e  A c t s  of 
Legi s lature , O c tober 3 ,  1 8 5J -:'1arch 6 ,  1854 ,  Ori ginal e di t i on:-

31A c t s  of Tenne s se e , 18 54 , Chapter 17 1 .  

3 2Pub l i c  and Private A c t s  o f  Tenne s s e e , 186 5 ,  p .  9 .  



Ye ar 

1875 

1880 

1890 

1900 

1 9 10 

19 20 

1930 

1940 

19 50 

1960 

6 2  

TABLE VII  

CERTAIN 'l'�X LEV I 2:S FOR �['HE SUPPOnT O F'  RHEA 
C OUNTY SCHOOLS FOR SELEC TED YEARSa 

Proper ty tax in  cents pe r �100 
asse s s e d  v aluation 

Marri age C ommon H i gh Al l c ounty 
Poll tax l i cense s chool s choo l  s cho o l s  

. 07 

• 50 . 10 

l .  50 4 . 00 . 10 

1 . 00 4 . 00 • 20 

1 . 00 4 . 00  . 40 . 1 5 

2 . 00 4 . 00  . 40 . 09 

2 . 00 4 . 00 . 50 . 40 

2 . 00 4 . 0 0  • 57 . 40 

4 . 00 1 . 97 

4 . 00 2 . 5 5 

_. _____ - - - " ·----- ---- - - ----n --· - -- · --· -- --·-·--• - - -- -- - - -· 
--- --·-·-· --- - --

asource : Re c ords , C ounty C ourt C le rk ' s Off i ce ,  and 
Trus te e ' s  Offi ce , Dayton,  Tenne s se e . 
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In 1948 the re tail s ale s and use  tax o f  the State c ame 

in to e x i s tence • As  a re sul t of the tax ,  fund s for  s cho o l  pur-

pose s in Rhe a C ounty we re almo s t  double d .  Thi s  i s  r e fle c te d  

in Tab le VIII  whe re to tal expend i ture s for the ye ar e nding 

June 30 , 1946 amounte d to $237 , 364 . 49 whi le the e xpendi ture s 

were $412 , 89 5 . 69 for the ye ar ending June 30 , 1951 . In 1960 

Rhe a. C ounty re ce i ve d  approximate ly 6 5  per cent o f  the funds for 

the support  of pub l i c  s cho o l s  from the State , 30 pe r cent from 

the county and 5 per cent  from the Fe de ral Gove rnment . 

The vast  incre ase  of fund s ava :i l a b l e  for  s choo l  pur-

po s e s  in 19 58 , 19 59 , and 1960 re sul te d from the s ale of bond s 

for the c ons tru ct i on of buildings at  Rhe a C entral H i gh S chool 

and Spring C i ty High Schoo l .  Par t of the se  b ond fund s was 

e xpended during 1960 to re s tore a gymna s ium at Carver High 

S choo l  de s troye d b y  an incompe tent ,  unb ond e d ,  uninsur e d  con-

trac tor who attempte d to  enlarge the buj lding .  The c ontractor  

had  b e en employe d by  the C entral Purchas ing an d Finance C om-

mi s s i on ove r the pro te s t  of the Rhe a. C ounty B o ard of Education 

and the Superintendent . 3 3  

Dur ing the pa s t  thir ty-two ye ar s ,  the smalle s t  arnount 

expende d for pub l i c  e ducati on in Rhe a C ounty was $;48 , 37 5 . 63 in 

1933 . The large s t  amount expe nded in any one ye ar w a s  

3 3Rhe a County Board o f  Educ at ion Minute B o o k  I I ,  pp . 
163 -164 ,  Supe r i nte ndent of Rhe a C ounty S cho o l s  Offi ce , D ay ton,  
Tenne s s e e . 
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'l'ABLE VII  I 

EXPENSE S  OF O PSHATING RHEA COUNTY PUBLIC 
SC HO OLS FOR CERTAIN YEARSa 

Elementary High To tal 
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ye ar e nd:i ng s chool s chool expendi ture 

June 30 , 1922 $61 , 213 . 5 5  $ 18 , 573 . 14 $ 79 , 966 . 69 

June 30 , 1926 64 , 039 . 7 1 26 , 41 2 . 2 5  90 , 4')1 . 96 

May 30 ,  1931 6 5 , 203 . 14 27 , 092 . 23 9 2 , 295 . 35 

June 30 , 1936 47 , 437 . 90 24. , 0 34 · 32 7 1 , 4.7 2 .  22 

June 30 , 194.1 7 J ,  2L�l . 93  3 6 , 409 . 86 109 , 6 51 . 79 

June JO , 194 6 237 , 364 . 49 

June 30 , 1 9 51 412 , 89 5 . 69 

June 30 , 1956 555 , 097 . 84 

June 30 , 1960 879 , 494 . 8 1  

----
aSource : Thi s informatl on taken from be s t  availab le 

e v i de nce . The 1922 and 1926 data o b taine d from re co rds of 
warrants i s sued by B oard of Educ ation at Supe rintend e nt ' s  
office , Dayton,  Tenne s s e e . The 1931  data  o b tained from 
Rhe a C ounty Trus te e ' s  off i ce , Dayton , showing warrants  pa 1 d . 
There was no re c ord found o f  e xpendi ture s for June , 1931 . 
The data for ye ar s  193 6 ,  1951 , 1 9 56 ,  and 1960 we re o b taine d 
from annual financi al re ports  of the Rhe a C ounty Supe rin­
te ndent of Schools  Offi ce , Dayton . Expe ndi ture s for e le ­
mentary and hi�h s cho o l s  were comb ine d  be girm i ng 1944 . 
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$1 , 068 , 7 69 . 04 ,  during the he i �ht o f  bu 1 lding cons tructi on in 

19 59 . 

Rhe a C ounty, except for the depre s s ion ye ars ,  con­

o tantly incre ase d e xpendi ture s f or pub l i c  e ducati on . Be twee n  

19 22 and 1960 , the amount expende d  incre a s e d  almo s t  nine 

t ime s whi le the enrollment of s tudents and the population in­

cre as e d  v e ry l i ttle . A compari s on o f  taxa t ion for  s chool  pur ­

pose s in Rhe a C ounty w i th surround ing counti e s o f  comparab l e  

s i ze and population showe d that Rhe a Coun ty w a s  ne ar ave rage 

or above . 

Ta ble XIX in the Appendix show s s cho ol e xpend i ture s in  

Rhe a County from 19 22 to 1960 . 

G .  PRIVATE LEGI SLA'I'IVE ACTS AFFEC'l'ING 

RHEA C OUNTY SC HOOLS 

Rhe a County was pre dominantly a Repu b l i c an C ounty almo s t  

surrounde d b y  countie s that had a De �ocrati c ma j or i ty .  The 

N inth Senato r i al D i s tr i c t ,  of w hi ch Rhe a C ounty i s  a memb e r ,  

was a b ou t  e qually div i de d  b e twee n  the two par t ie s  in the 

p a s t ,  but for the past  seve r al ye ars the State Senator from 

the D i s tr i c t  has b e en a Demo crat . S ince the C iv i l  War , Rhea 

C ounty has  been  re pre sented in the Tenne s se e  House of  Re pre ­

sentat:i.ve s by a flo te r i al repre sentative e le c te d from Rhe a 

and JV!e igs  C ountie s .  The maj or i ty of the v o te r s  i n  Me i gs 

County were De mocrat s , and many t ime s a Demo crat nomine e was  
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e le c ted  to  re pre sent pre d ominantly Re pub l i can Rhe a C ounty in 

the General As semb ly . 

In 1927 D .  C .  Kemme r ,  a le ade r of  the Demo crat  Party ,  

w a s  the Flo te r i al Repre sentative o f  Rhe a C ounty and r"1e i gs 

C ounty . Grove r C .  Harr i s ,  a Demo crat , was the Senator repre -

senti ng Republi c an Rhe a C ounty i n  the Gener al A s se mb ly of  the 

S tate . Wal ter  Whi te , a le ader o f  the Re pub l i can Party in 

Rhe a C ounty , was  the Super intendent of the Rhe a C ounty 

S c hool s , having qual ified  for the po s i tion by o btaining a 

s uperintendent ' s  cert 1 f i cate by  examinat i on and hav i ng b een 

e le cte d to  the po s i t ion by the Quarte rly C ounty C our t .  D .  C .  

Kemme r introduced a b i ll in the le gis lature tha t later b e ­

c ame C hap ter 547 of  the Private Acts  o f  1927 , 34 whe re i n  the 

e le c tion of the Superinte ndent of Schoo l s  of Rhe a C ounty w a s  

changed from the County Court t o  the pe ople . 'I'he A c t  a l s o  

f ixed the annual salary of the s upe rintendent at  �� 1 500 . 00 .  

I n  1928 i ncumbent Wal te r Whi te  was  e le c te d  supe r in -

tendent of s cho o l s  by the pe ople a s  provide d  fOl' i n  Chapte r 

547 of the Private Acts  of 19 27 . H i s  term was  for  four ye ar s .  

In 1931 Grover c .  Harri s ,  a Demo crat , was  the Flote r i al 

Re pre sentative o f  Rhe a and Me i gs C ount ie s .  Grove r C .  Aul t ,  

also  a Demo crat , re pre s ente d Rhe a C ounty i n  the General 

34Private Acts  of  Tenne s se e ,  1927 , Chapter 547 . 
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As semb ly . Harri s  introduce d a b i ll that late r b e came Chapte r 

63635  of the Private A c t s  of  1931 , where in  Chapter 547 of the 

Private A c t s  of 1927 was  repe ale d ,  thus changing the e l e c t ion  

of  the county supe r intendent  of s chools  of  Rhe a C ounty b ac k  

t o  the County C ourt .  The Act  took e ffe c t  from and afte r i ts 

pas s age , and Whi te was removed  from off i ce by  le gi slative ac t .  

He did  no t have s uffic i en t  support i n  the Quarterly County 

C ourt to be e le c te d  to the sunerintendency . 

In  1932  Walte r Whi te was  e le c te d  a s  Floteri al Re pre -

sentative from Rhe a and Me i gs C ount ie s .  I n  the fo llowing 

ye ar ,  he introduced a b i l l  that late r be c e.me Chapte r 7 29 o f  

the Private A c t s  o f  193 3 , 3 6 whe re in  the e le c t i on o f  the 

C ounty Supe rintendent  wa s again tran sfe rre d to the pe ople . 

The Act  al s o  gave the c ounty superinte ndent of  s cho o l s  the 

power to nominate all te ache r s , j an i tor s , bus  drive r s ,  and 

o the r s cho o l  pe rsonne l to b e  ele c te d  b y  the s chool b oard . 

Whi te was e le c te d  to the o ff i ce of  supe rinte ndent of  s chool s 

under  the A c t  he had b e e n  ins trumental in pass ing i n  the 

Le gi s lature . 

In  1949 , Ro bert  Kemme r ,  s on of D .  C .  Kemme r and a 

Demo crat ,  w a s  ele c te d  Senator for the N inth Senato r i al 

D i s tr i c t ,  and Mi s s  Mary Shadow , a Demo crat and re forme r ,  w a s  

3 5Private Acts  of T enne s se e , 19 3 1 ,  C hap te r 636 . 

3 6Private Acts of Tenne s se e ,  1933 , Chapte r 7 29 .  
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e lecte d  as  Repre sentative fro:n Rhea and Me igs C o unti e s .  Mr . 

Ke��er introduced a b il l  in t he Senate that later b e c ame 

Chap ter 33 of the Priva te A c t s of 1949 , whereby C hapter 729  

of the Private Acts  of  193337 was repe aled plac ing the e le c -

t i on o f  the county superintendent in the peopl e . The A c t  took  

e ffe c t  from and af ter i ts pas s age , and Whi te w a s  a gain re -

moved from off i ce by legi s l ative ac t .  

Walter Whi te ' s  superintendent ' s certific ate originally 

was o b tained by examinat i on and w a s  renewe d or  extended by 

Chapter  1 52 of  the Private A c t s  of 1933 , 38  Chapter 431 of  the 

Private Ac ts  o f  1937 , 3 9  and Chap te r  145 o f  the Publ i c  A c t s  of  

1941 . 4° 
The 1941 Act  was  an amendment o f  Chap te r 1 52 o f  the 

Pub lj. c Acts  of 193 3 . 

O ther private leg i sl a t i on that has aff e c te d  the Rhe a 

C ounty s choo l s  was the creation o f  spe c i al s choo l  di s tri c t s . 

C hapter 38 6  of the Private Ac t s  of 1899 cre a ted Scho o l  D i s trict  

Numbe r  Forty . 41 The Dayton C i ty School Sys tem i s  now the only 

spe c i al s cho ol  di s tri c t  in operation in the c ounty . 

3 7?rivate Acts  of  Tenn��' 

38Private Ac ts of 
-----·- --- --

39Private A c t s  of 
---- -- -

Tenne ssee , 

Te:tl_ne s�ee , 

1949 , Chap ter  33 ·  

1933 , Chap ter 1 52 .  

1 937 , Chap ter 431 .  

40Publ i c  A c t s  �! Tenne s see , 1941 , Chap ter 145 . 

41 Private Acts  of  Tenne ssee , 189 9 , Chap ter 386 . 
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Since 1919 the re have b e e n  seventee n  private a c t s  

passe d b y  t he le gi slature that d ire ctly affe cted the Rhe a 

C o unty Scho o l  B oard . The acts  include d the api?o intme nt o f  t he 

b o ard b y  le gi s l ative a c t , 42 author i ze d  

app o int membe r s  of  the s chool  b o ard , 43 

the supe rintendent to 

power 

board 

gave the b oa rd t he 

to f ix the c ompensation of  i t s chai rman , 44 and gave 

powe r to b orrow mone y . 45 

the 

C it a t ions and summarie s of  e i �hty Private Acts  of the 

State of Tenne s se e  that d ire c tly affe cte d t he maintenance , 

o perati on , an d admini s trat i on of  the Rhe a C ounty s choo l s  from 

1917 to 19 55 are inclu de d in the Appendix . 

H .  SUMMARY 

The Rhe a C ounty School  Sys tem was  b a s e d  primar i ly on 

the Ge neral Educat ion Act o f  1873 a s  amende d .  One of t he 

mo s t  important amending re o rgani zation a c t s  was  passed  in 

192 5 .  Pr iva te Ac ts  i n  1960 prov i de d  for  the supe rintende nt 

and the s choo l  b o ard to be  e le cte d  by  the pe ople . All pur-

chase s w ere made by a central a cc ount ing and purcha s ing com-

mi s s i on as s e t  out by Private A c t .  

42Priv ate Acts  of Tenne s se e ,  19 53 , C hap te r s  167 , 58 1 .  

43Private Acts  of Tenne s s e e , 1945 , C hapte r  1 6l.j. ; 1921 , 
C hapter 868 . 

44Private Acts  of Tenne s se e , 1941 , C hapte r 464 . 

45Private Acts  o f  Tenne s se e , 1941 , Chapter 63 . 
-- -
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The e arly schools  were generally one -room s chool s .  In 

189 5  there were f ifty-nine s choo l s  with  s ix ty -four te hchers . 

In 1 9 60 there were twelve e lementary s chools  w i th 128 te a chers . 

A t  one t ime there were s ix h i gh s cho o l s ; in 1960 the re were 

thre e .  

Transportation o f  s tudents a t  pub l i c  expense be gan in 

1922 . Transportation of s tudent s and the c onso l idation  of  

s chools  grew rap i dly unti l  the dep re ss ion in the 1930 ' s . In 

1940 the program again b e gan to move forward . In 1960 two ­

thirds of all s tudents were transported a t  pub l i c  expens e . 

The c o s t  of  transportati on pe r chi ld transp orte d in Rhe a 

C ounty was  a bove the ave rage f or the State . Three c ause s for 

incre a se d  co s t s  were the lack of  ade quate supe rvi s i on of 

transportati on,  transportat i on furni shed all patrons who made 

the reque s t ,  and transportation purchased by private contrac t .  

I n  1960 the re was a definite trend for t he s tudents to 

a ttend s chools  loc ated i n  the more populated are a s . The re 

were twe lve empty classro oms in rural s choo l  b u i ld ings . 

At  one t ime the re w e re forty spe d_ al s c ho o l  dis tr i c ts 

in  the C ounty.  In 1960 the C i ty of  Dayton Scho o l s  was the 

only spe c i al s chool di s tr i ct . 

In 1923 the re were only s ix college graduate s who 

t aught in the Rhe a County School  Sys tem .  The re were e i ghteen 

in 1930 , and by 1940 the number had incre ased  to  thirty -four . 

The to tal numbe r  of colle ge de gre e te ache rs  doubled from 
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1 9 50 to 1960 . During the 19 59 - 1960 s cho o l  te rm,  e i ghty -five '--' , _ )  to 

of  t he to tal numbe r  o f  te a chers  emp loye d in the sys tem he l d  

colle ge degree s .  

In 1806  certain pub l i c  lands were re s e rve d for  s chool 

purpo se s ;  income wa s inadequate . In 1854 a tax was  prov i de d  

for the support o f  pub l i c  s cho ol s ,  but the income wa s lnade ­

quate . In 1873  a workab le pub l i c  s cho ol law was  enac te d .  Two 

ye ars late r ,  Rhe a County as se s se d  a s choo l  tax of  ten  cents 

pe r one hundre d d ollars  of  a s se s se d  value of  private prope r ty 

locate d  w l thln the county . The local s choo l  tax w a s  colle c te d  

for s ixty - s ix ye ar s  be fore the rate was above $1 . 00 . The 

1960 rate for  s chool purpo se s w a s  $ 2 . 55 . During tha t  ye ar , 

the Rhe a C ounty S chool Sys tem re ce ive d approxima te ly 65  per 

cent of  its funds from the s tate , 5 pe r cent from the fe de ral 

gove rnment,  and approx imately 30 pe r cent from county revenue . 

E i ghty Private Ac t s  of  the Le gi s l a ture that d ire c tly 

affe c te d  the Rhe a C ounty s choo l s  we re p a s se d  b e twe en  1917 and 

1955 . The le gi s la t ion include d change s in the me thod of 

e le cting the supe rintendent , extens i on of the county supe r -

intendant ' s  ce r t i f i cate , and the appo intment o f  b o ard memb e r s . 



CHAPTER V I I  

SUMMARY AND C ONC LUSIONS 

A .  SUMMARY 

The purpo se  of the s tudy w as to s how the evoluti on of 

e ducation in Rhe a C ounty , Tenne s se e . Effor t was made to 

l o c ate and bring toge the r important fac t s  a b out the Rhe a 

C ounty s cho o l s . Pre ce ding chap ter s  have pre sente d  the pro b ­

lem, the b ackground of  the pro b lem, �e ographi c al chara c te r­

i s t i c s  of the c ounty,  hi s tori c al b ackground of  the c ounty and 

s tate , and a di s cus s i on o f  the e duc ational program that 

e x i s t e d  b e twee n  1806  and 1960 . The wri t e r  doe s  no t c l aim 

c omple tene s s  of' th i s  s tudy s ince many r e c ords pe r t inent to  

the deve lopment o f  e ducat ion in Rhe a County have been  lo s t  

o r  de s troye d .  

Rhe a County was se ttle d b y  whi te pe ople who w ere 

intere s te d  in e s t ab l i shing home s and de ve loping f'arm lands 

along the flood plains of the Tenne s se e  R iver and i t s  tri b ­

utarie s .  Ade quate transpor ta tlon has brought a b out indu s t r i al 

deve lopme nt w i thin the coun ty a s  we l l  a s  in the adj o ining 

are a s . Rhe a C ounty ha s chan�e d from an agr i cul tural are a t o  

an indu s tr i a l ,  r e s i dential  and re cre a t ional are a .  The 

e ffe c t s  o f  the Tenne s se e  Valley Autho r i ty have c ontri buted t o  

the se c hange s .  
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Rhe a C ounty wa s cre ate d  o u t  of a p a r t  of  Ro ane C ounty 

in 1807 . The county grew rap i dly unt il  1836 when �e i �s C ounty 

w a s  cre a te d  out of the s e c tion of  the countv l oc a te d  on the ,, 

e as t  s ide of the Tenne s s e e  Rive r . 

The first  s chool in the are a  was e s ta b l i she d  by  a 

Pre s byte r i an Church mi s s i onary w i th the aid  �Dd a s s i stance of  

the !"e de ral Gove rnmen t .  Academi e s  flouri she d from the e arly 

days until  1906 when the ir  nee d  was remove d by the open ing of  

Rhe a C entral High School at  Dayton and l ate r Sprj_ng C i ty H i gh 

Scho o l ,  a t  Spr ing C ity . The 1,Vi ll i am Je nn ings Bryan Colle ge , 

locate d  a t  Dayton,  was  o rgan i ze d  in 1930 . 

The C ompac t  of  1806 re se rve d land f o r  e ducat i onal pur-

pose s and re pre sente d the f i r s t  a t temp t  to prov i de free 

s choo ls . The re w a s  e v i dence that some o f  the pro cee ds from 

the pub l i c  l ands we re u s e d  for the s upport of an academy , 

but the re was no  evidence that any of the se  f unds w e re u s e d  

to  suppor t pub l i c  school s i n  Rhe a C ounty . The data ind i cated 

that no publ i c  s chool s w e re in ope ratl on in Rhe a C ount:y 

during the C ivil  �ar ; however , p ub l � c  s cho o l s  e x i s te d  in Rhe a 

C ounty in 1868 . E i ghteen free scho o l s  attende d by 612 s tu­

dents  and t aught by e i ghte e n  te a cher s  exi s te d in 1869 . 

Hundreds  of s chool l aw s  were enac ted  by  the legi s ­

lature b e fore a w orkab le e du ca ti on a c t  w a s  passed  i n  1873 . 

The Gener al Educa t i on Act  of 1873  prov ide d a sys tem of t ax a -

t i on f o r  s choo l  pur.') ose s and define d  the o b l i r:ati ons o f  the 
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s tate , the county, and the s chool d i s tr i ct . S ince its  enact­

ment the l aw has  been e xtende d and improve d many t ime s .  The 

publ i c  s choo l  sys tem deve lope d rap i dly afte r a lo c al prope r ty 

tax for  school purpo se s was a s se s se d .  

The f ir s t  c ounty hi g;h schoo l  was  organ i z e d  ln 190 6 .  A 

s e c ond high s choo l  be gan o peration  in 1909 . A h i gh s choo l  for 

colored students  was operate d b y  the C i ty of  Dayton unti l  1937 

when the s chool wa s absorbed  by the c ounty sys tem. In 1960 

there w e re two h i gh s cho o l s  for whi te s tude nt s  an d one for 

colore d s tudents  in ope ra t i on in the county . 

Rhe a C ounty began transporting pub l i c  s choo l  s tuden t s  

i n  1922 . Wi th the exception of the de pre s s i on ye ars ,  the 

transportation sys tem of the c o unty show e d  continuous expan­

s ion.  I n  re cent ye ars the expense of operating the transpor· t a ­

t i on sys tem has incre a se d r ap i dly . The c o s t  f or transporting  

e ach child  i s  more than the average in  the state and i s  in­

cre as ing e ach ye a r .  I n  1960 there we re few e s tab l i she d 

poli c i e s  that pertained t o  transportati on . The school  b oard 

devoted more of  i t s  t ime to transportati on than any other 

problem.  The transportation  sys tem was carrie d out unde r the 

private contract  sy s tem w i thout proper pl ann ing and supe r ­

v i s ion . 

In 1895 there were f i fty-nine publ i c  s choo l s  in the 

county . The deve l opme nt o f  be tter r oads and a transportati on 

system re duce d the numbe r  of e lement ary s choo l s  to twelve and 
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the numbe r of high s choo l s  t o  thre e in 1960 . The re we re no 

one - te ache r s cho o l s  in 1960 , and only two two - te ache r scho o l s  

exi ste d .  One e leme ntary s choo l  and one hi �h s choo l  w i ll be 

closed  when inte gra tion i s  introduced into the Rhe a C o unty 

Scho ol Sys tem .  

During the 19 59 -1960 s chool ye a r ,  twe lve c omparative ly 

new c l a s srooms in rural scho o l s  of the c ounty were not u t i l i zed . 

There i s  a de fini te trend on the part of the pe ople to send 

the ir  c hi ldren to s cho o l s  l ocate d  in the thre e populous are a s , 

Graysvi lle , D ay ton , and Spring C ity . 

There have been many spe c i al s cho o l  di s tri c t s  in the 

county . In 1960 , the C i ty of Dayton w a s  the only inde pendent 

s choo l  di s tr i c t  in the c ounty . 

There were s ix c olle ge gradua te s te a ching in the Rhe a 

C ounty Scho o l  Sys te m  in 1923 ; by 1940 the numbe r  had incre ased  

to  thi r ty-four . The numbe r  of  colle ge graduate s e ngage d  in  

te aching in the Rhe a C ounty s choo l s  doubled be twe e n  19 50 and 

1960 . 

S ince 187 5 when the f ir s t  proper ty t ax for s cho o l  pur­

pose s was  p a s s e d  f inanc i al s upport of pub l i c  e ducation ha s in­

cre as e d  w i th mino r exce p t i ons . In 1960 the tax rate f or 

s chool  purpose s was $2 . 55 p e r  one hundre d dollar s  a s se ss e d  

value o f  lo cal property . An analy s i s  of funds e xpende d for  

pub l i c  e duc a t ion during the 1959 -1960 s chool ye ar showe d that 

approx imate ly 65 pe r cent of the funds came from the s ta te , 
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approximate ly 5 p e r  cent from the fede r al gove rTh�en t ,  and 30 

pe r c e nt from the c ounty . 

E i ghty Private Acts  p a s s e d  by the le gislature since 

1917 have dire c tly a ffe c te d  the Rhe a County Schoo l  System.  

One of  the c ounty supe rintendents extended o r  renewe d hi s 

county supe rintende nt ' s  ce rtifi cate three time s b y  legi s lative 

ac t .  In 1960 the sele c tion of  the supe rintendent of s chool s  

and the s c ho o l  b oard w a s  prov i de d  f or b y  Private Acts  o f  the 

le gi slature . All purchase s we re made b y  a purcha s ing and 

finance c ommi s s ion as authori ze d  by Private A c t .  

B .  C ONCLUSIONS 

The data whi ch we re pre sente d b y  t he s tudy ind i cate d 

that : ( l ) scho o l s  have been in exi s tence s ince the e stab l i sh­

ment of  Rhe a C ounty ; ( 2 )  financ ial support of pub l i c  scho o l s  

has var i e d  from time to t i me b u t  has continue d to  improve ; 

( 3 )  the numbe r  and s i ze of  the s cho o l s  have var :i. ed  cons ide r ­

ably throughout the ir  exi s te nce ; ( 4 )  planning, policies  and 

supe rv i s i on were ne eded to improve the trans p ortation sys tem ;  

and ( 5 ) if  the current trend cont inue s ,  the s choo l s  in the 

more populated are a s  will  b e c ome larger and the s chools  in 

the rural are as  w i ll be come smaller o r  ce ase to exi s t .  
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'rABLE IX 

LI ST OF SCHO'JLS OPENED FOR 1922-1923 SCHO OL YEAR SHOWING 
THE NUMBER OF' TEACHER S ,  TOTAL ENROLLMENT , AVERAGE 

DAI LY AtTENDANCE AND LE.:-JGTH OB' TERM a 

Total Average Length 
Name and kind Numbe r  of  enroll - daily o f  

of s choo l  te a cher s  ment attendance term 

Elementary ( white ) 
B onham 1 17 14 120 
Bogle s Chape l 1 30 2 5  1 20 
Byrd ' s  Chapel 1 47 27 120 
Concord 1 52 30  1 20 
Cove l 44 23 1 20 

Garri son ( ls t  D i s tri ct )  1 63 42 120 
Hickory Grove 1 17  8 120 
Iron H i l l  1 47 27 1 20 
Johns on ' s Stand 1 20 1 3  1 20 
Ke lly Grove l 60 30 120 

Kiuka 1 43 2 8  1 20 
Li berty H i ll 1 3 5  19 1 20 
Lime s tone l 52 38 120 
Mars H i ll l 47 28 1 20 
Haple Springs l 54 38 120 

Mt . Sulphe r l 20 12 120 
Norman l 24 1 5  1 20 
O a k  H i ll l 63 44 1 20 
Ogden 1 3 8  24 1 20 
Ple asant H i ll l 4 5  34 1 20 

Salem 1 3 2  21 120 
Smyrna 1 7 1  3 5  1 20 
Val ley Ins t i tute l 69 38 120 
Five Po ints 2 132 80  120 
Garri s on ( 4th D i s tri c t ) 2 73  57 1 20 

Goat Kno b b  2 69 3 3 1 20 
Me adow V iew 2 5 1  1 20 
Montague 2 129 102 1 20 
Grandview 2 6 5  50 1 20 
New Uni on 2 8 5  6 1  120 



TABLE IX ( continue d ) 

Total Ave rage Length 
Name and kind Numb e r  of enrol l - daily of 

of  s choo l  te achers  ment  at tendance te rm 

Pennine 2 64 3 8  1 20 
Pine Grove 2 89 38 1 20 
Roddy 2 73 S3 120 
Rhe a Springs ? 74 43 120 
Shady Grove ') 68 Sl 1 20 ' 

St . C lair  2 81 57 1 20 
Walnu t  Grove 2 68  38  1 20 
Washing;ton 2 83 48 1 20 
"�olf Cre e k  2 90 56 1 20 
C arp .-' 155 126 120 � 

Evensville 3 118 79 1 20 
Gray sville 4 214 168  1 20 
S pr ing C i ty 8 341 2S3 120 
:vrorgantown 4 213 146 120 

E lementary ( Ne gro ) 
Hicko ry l 20 14 120 
Euche e l 3 5  23 1 20 
Evensvi lle l 21 13 1 20 
Spring C i ty 2 54 50 1 20 

Whi te High School s 

Grandview 2 22 18 180  
Gray svi lle 3 51 45 180  
Rhe a Central 7 194 140 1 80 
S pr ing C i ty 5 lll 8 0  1 8 0  

asource : Annual Stati s t i c al Re port , 1922-23 , Super­
intendent ' s  Offi ce , Rhe a C ounty School s ,  Dayton,  Tenne s see . 
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TABLE X 

LI ST OF SCHOOLS SHOWING NUMBER OF TEACHER S ,  TO TAL ENROLLMENT ,  
AVERAGE DAI LY ATTE ®ANCE , AND LENGTH O F  SCHOOL 

T�RM FOR 1929-193� 

To tal Ave rage Length 
Name and kind Numbe r of enroll- daily of 

of s choo l  te ache rs ment attendance term 

Elementary ( whi te ) 
B e e ch Grove l 43 2 5  160 
Bogl e s  Chape l l 28 20 160 
Bonham l 14 9 145 
C ove l 39 25 1 55 
Hi ckory Grove l 1 3  1 0  1 0 0  

John s on S t and 1 23 1 5  1 2 5  
Li b e r ty Hill l 27 19 1 60 
McDonald l 20 1 2  1 50 
Norman l 22 14 160 
Oak Hi ll l 48 26 1 55 

O gden l 47 27 160 
P ine Grove 1 2 8  1 7  1 55 
Smyrna 1 42 2 5  160 
C le ar C re e k  2 8 3  39  160  
Concord 2 59 37  160 

Garri s on IV 2 8 S 48 160 
Grandview 2 47 3Lt 160 
I ron Hill  2 62 38 160 
Ke lly Grove ? 67 37 160 
Haple Springs .. 62 3 5 160 

Mars Hill  2 50 27 160  
lVIontague 2 52 3 6  144 
Morgan Spri ngs 2 6 5  42 1 60 
Penni ne 2 74 45 160 
Rhe a Springs 2 56 42 160 

Roddy 2 91  51 1 55 
Shady Grove 2 67 44 160 
Spivey Grawnar 2 54 3 3  160 
st . C lair  2 60 42 160 
Wo lf C re e k  2 66 37 160  



Name and k ind 
of s cho o l  

Vaughn Grarr.Jnar 
Washington 
vJas s on 
C arp 
Evensvj_ l le  

Fraz i e r  Gram.111ar 
Graysville 
Haggard Grammar 
Spring C :l ty 
Walnu t  Grove 

Elementary ( Ne gro ) 
Spring C i ty 
Hicke y  

H i gh School s ( whi te ) 

Rhe a C entral High 
Spring C j_ ty H i gh 

H i gh S chools ( Ne gro ) 
D ayton Hi�h School 
Spring C i ty H i gh 

8 5  

TABLE X ( continued )  

Total 
Nu.rnbe r  of  enro l l -
te ache r s  ment 

2 
2 
2 
4 
4 

5 
8 
5 
9 
3 

l 

9 
7 

l 
l 

57 
82  
48 

143 
94 

l6c.;  
228 
199  
346 
107  

49 
36 

2 26 
203 

lLt 
10 

Ave rage Length 
dai l y  of  

attendance te rm 

35 
58 
32 

10 5 
67 

116 
170 
127 
269 

66 

2 S 
29 

194 
170 

10 
7 

1 60 
1 60 
140 
160 
160 

160 
1 60 
1 60 
160 
1 6 0  

160 
160 

180 
180 

1 58 
1 58 

a Source : Annua l Stat i s t i cal Re por t  of  19 29 - 1 9 30 , 
Super intendent ' s  Off'i ce , Rhe a C ounty Scho o l s ,  Day ton,  Tenne s se e . 
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TABLE XI  

LI ST OF SC HOO LS S HOWI NG NUivffiER OF 'l'EACHERS , TOTAL EN.ROI.LMENT , 
AVERAGE DAI LY AT'l'ENDANCE , AND LENGfJ'H OP SCHOOL 

TERM FOR 1939 -1940a 

-------,,_, __ __ 

To t al Average Leng;th 
Name and k ind Numbe r  of e nro l l - dai ly of 

of s chool te acher s  ment attendance term 
---··� --------------· -·-

Elementary ( wh i te ) 
Bo gle s Chape l 1 42 27 1 60 
Bonham 1 30 22 160  
C le a r  C re e k  1 48 3 3  160 
C on cord 1 2 �-' ,) 17 160 
C ove  1 55 34 160 

:H i c ko ry Grove 1 18 15  160  
Eip;h Po i n t  1 31 19 1 60 
Ke lly Grove 1 59 47 160 
Li bert-y Hlll  I 31 19 160 
Haple Spri ng s  .., 29 19 160 ..L 

Mar s  Hill  l 2 ')  1 8  160 
Norman J 20 1 6  160 
Oak H ill 1 49 33 160 
Ogden l 45 3 2  1 60 
Pe nnine ..L 40 2 5  160 

Pine Grove 1 30 23 160 
Ple asant Dale 1 37 22 16 0 
Salem ( M cDonal d ) 1 22 1 5  160 
Walnu t  Grove 1 3 3 22 160 
Was son 1 39 30 160 

Garr i s on 2 80 64 160 
I ron H i ll 2 58 42 160 
Horgan Spr ings r) 82 55  160  L 

Rhe a Springs ' ) 7 0  45 160  ' 
Roddy 2 6 5  54 160  

Shady Grove 2 58 46 1 60 
Spi vey 2 80  45 160  
St . C l a i r  2 51 39 160 
Valley Grammar ? (.._ 68 45 160 
1:Jo l f  C re e k  ) 7 6  so 160 

· -- - - -�  



TABLE XI ( continue d ) 

Name and k ind 
of s chool 

To tal 
Numbe r  of  enroll -
te a che r s  ment  

-------- --------------- ---

C arp 
Evensvi lle 
Fraz ie r 
Grandvie w 
Gray sv il le 

Morgantown 
Spring C i ty 
Washington 

Elementary ( Ne gro ) 
Euche e 
Spring C i ty 

Hi gh S chools  ( whi te ) 
Rhe a C entral H i �h 
Spring C i ty H i gh 

H i �h S chools  ( Ne gro ) 
Dayton H i gh S chool 

3 
3 
5 
3 
7 

5 
11 

3 

1 
1 

10 
8 

3 

--.. ==================================:::::::: 

93 
119 
170 
111 
280 

199 
463 

86 

1 1  
4 5  

280 
261 

56  

Average 
daily 

attendance 

72 
80 

137 
7 7  

200 

145 
334 

67 

10 
36 

241 
212 

40 

asource : Annual Stat i s t i cal Repor t of  1939 - 1940 , 
Superintende nt ' s  orri ce  Rhe a C o unty Scho o l s ,  Dayton,  
Tenne s se e . 

Length 
of 

t e rm 

1 60 
160 
1 60 
160 
160 

160 
160 
160 

160 
160 

180 
180 

lE\0 
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TABLE XII  

LI ST OF' SCHOOLS SHOWING NUMBER OF 'lEACHERS ,  TOTAL ENROLL!"'ENT , 
AVERAGE DAI LY ATTEN DANCE , AND LEl�GTH OF SC HOOL 

rl'ERM FOR l94-9 - l9 50a 

�--------

To tal Ave r age Length 
Name and kind Numbe r o f  enrol l - d a i ly o f  

o f  s chool te ache r s  ment attendance term 
--------

Eleme ntary ( whi te ) 
Bogl e s  C hape l l 3 2  21  179 
Eicko ry Grove 1 23 19 179 
High Po int 1 30 22 179 
Li be rty Hill  1 2 5  19  179 
Pennine l 44 19 179 

Pine Grove l 46 33 179 
C le ar C re e k  2 52 4 5  179  
Concord 2 63 42 179 
Cove 2 52 37 179 
Mars H i l l  2 51 44 179 

Morgan Springs 2 73 53 179 
Oak H i ll --� 54 48 179 [' 
O g;den ? 66 55 17 9 
Roddy ? 81 6 6  179 
Sp ivey - ·  65 54 179 i 

S t .  C l air  2 69 57 179 
Valley ' )  (' 48 38  179  
Walnu t  Grove ? 43 3 1  179 
C arp 3 87 73  179  
Even svi l le 3 9 5  80 179 

Fraz i e r  6 196 168 179 
Garr i son 3 9 6  81 179 
Grandv ie w 5 1 :;2 1 29 179 
Gray svi lle 7 238 192 179 
Morgantown 10 311 268 179 

Spring C i ty 17 553 4 56 179 
Wa shington 3 80 61 179 
Wolf C re e k  4 147 119 179 



TABLE XIJ  ( con t i nue d ) 

Total  Ave r age Le ngth 
Name and k ind Numbe r  of enro l l - dai ly 

of  s chool te a che r s  me n t  atte ndan ce 

E leme n t ary ( Ne gro ) 
Spring C ity 2 53 50 

H i gh S cho o l s  ( whi te ) 
Rhe a Central H i gh 1 6  37 8 349 
Spring C i ty High l l  2 6 5  244 

H i gh S cho o l  ( Ne gro ) 
D ayton H i gh School  3 60 57 

asource : Annual S tati s t i cal Report f or 1949 - 1 9 50 ,  
Superin te ndent 1 s Offi ce Rhe a County Scho ol s , D ay ton,  
Tenne s se e . 

o f  
te rm 

--

179 

1 7 8  
179 

17 5 
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TABLE XIII  

LI ST OF  SCHO OLS SHOWING NUME8R OF T8ACHERS , 'l'O TAL ENROLLMENT , 
AVERAGE DAILY ATT8NDANCE , AND LENGTH OF SCHOOL 

TERM FOR 19 59 -1960 a 

To tal Ave rage Length 
Name and kind Numbe r  of enroll- daily o f  

of s chool te acher s  ment attendance te rm 

E lementary ( wh i te ) 

Evensvi lle 5 175  1 52 17 5 
Frazier  4 135 119 17 5 
Grandview 3 1 64 lLtD 17 5 
Graysville 6 2?8 177 17 5 
:,1organtown 8 309 246 17 5 

S t .  C l aire 4 130 114 17 5 
Spivey 3 111 9 5  17 5 
Spr ing C i ty 20 673 570  1 7 5  
Walden 1 s Ridge 2 69 6 5  175  
\r.Jashington 3 122 101 17 S 

Wolf C re e k  3 120 91  17 5 

E lementary ( I\ egro ) 
Clai born C al loway 2 39 3 5  1 7 5  

H i gh School s ( whi te ) 
Rhe a CentrEd 31 881 7 81 1 7 5  
Spring C i ty H i gh 14i 313 282 17 5 

H i gh School  ( Ne gro ) 
C arver Hi gh 4t 56 47 1 7 5  

aSource : Annual Stati s ti cal Re port for 19 59 - 1960 , 
Super i ntenden t ' s  Off i ce Rhe a County Schools , Dayton , Tenne s se e . 
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TABLE XIV 

NUMBER OF WHI TE ELEMENTARY SCHO OLS, NUMBER OF TEACHERS , 
EN ROLLMENT , AVERAGE DAI LY ATTENDANCE FOR SELECTED 

YEARS FROM 1924 THROUGH l960a 

Number o f  
Numbe r  Number three o r  

of  one of two more Numbe r  o f  
te acher teacher te ache r e leme ntary Enroll-

Ye ar s choo l s  s choo l s  school s te ache r s  ment A . D . A .  

1924 24 24 942 58 7  
1 5  30 1096 706  

6 29 117 2 8 54 

1926 17 17  604 390 
17  34  1114 706  

7 34 1311  898  

19 28 13  1 3  3 58 221 
20 40 1184 7 8 1  

8 41 141 2  1034 

1930 13  13  394 244 
20 40 1 284 7 9 6  

7 3 3  1283 899 

1932  11  11  415  263 
17 36  1070  657 

1 0  45b 

1934 21  21 7 69 459 
1 5  30 1057 6 6 5  

6 26 1137 790  

1936 26 26 1047 602  
1 2  24 1037 660 

4 19  8 60 607  

1938 19  19 6 7 2 440 
13 26 841 596 

5 21! 9 19 7 04 

1940 20 20 7 0 8  488 
10 20 688 48 5  

8 40 1 511 1112  
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TABLE XIV ( cont inue d )  

Numbe r  of 
Numbe r  Number three or  
of one of two more Numbe r  of 
te ache r  teacher te acher e leme ntary Enroll -

Ye ar s cho ols  school s schools  te acher s  men t  A . D. A. .  

1942 1 2  1 2  442 298 
10 20 663 438 

9 48 1927 130 7  

1944 11 11 397 278 
8 1 6  497 3 56 

10  48 1673 120 5  

1946 6 6 136  104 
13 26 7 ?4 541 

10 57 1941 147 0  

1948 6 6 171  127 
11 22 639 479 

12  69 2123 1646 

19 50 6 6 200 133 
12 24 7 14 570 

10 61  1 9 59 1627 

1952 5 5 1 7 2  132 
7 14 50 7  386 

9 58 2186 1673 

1954 4 4 146 104 
2 4 1 3 5  122 

10  68  2488 1998 

19 56 2 2 40 3 5  
4 8 336 244 

9 66  237 1 1928 

19 58 0 
0 

11 72 2603 2033 



Numbe r  
o f  one 
te ache r  

Ye ar s c hools  

1960 0 

Numbe r  
o f  two 
te ache r  
s c ho ol s 

1 

TABLE X IV ( continue d ) 

Numbe r  of 
three  or  

more 
te acher 
s choo l s  

1 0  

Numbe r  of 
e lementary 

te ache r s  

2 
61  

Enrol l -
men t  

69 
2167 

93  

A . D . A .  

6 5  
180 !)C 

asource : Annual Stat i s ti cal Re port  for ye ars indi c a te d ,  
Superintendent ' s  Offi ce Rhe a C ounty School s ,  Dayton,  Tenne s se e . 

bFra z ier  re cord no t comple te . 

cRhe a Central High Schoo l  conve rte d to s ix - ye ar High 
School from four-ye ar H i gh S chool wi th se venth and e ighth 
grade s b e ing remove d from Graysvi lle , Walden ' s  R i dge , Spivey ,  
Morgantown, Frazie r ,  Washington, and Evensvi lle and transporte d 
to Rhe a C en tral H i gh School . 
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TAB LE XV 

NUMBER OF C O LO RED ELEMEN'l'ARY SCHOOLS , NUMBER OF TSACHERS , 
ENROLLMENT , AVERAGE DAI LY A TTENDANCE FOR SELEC TED 

YEARS FROM 1924 THROUGH 1960 a 

----"··-� -· - __ . __ , _____ - -.- --·- · 

To t al 
Numbe r  of Numbe r of Numbe r of c olore d 
one te a che r two t e a che r e lementary e lement ary 

Ye ar s c ho o l s  s cho ols  te ache r s enrollmen t A . D . A .  

1924 3 3 59 40 
1 2 68 43 

1926 3 3 57 37 
l 2 48 34 

1928 5 5 9 5  7 1  
1930 2 2 7 5  54 
1932 4 4 87 67 
1934 3 3 63  5 S 
1936 2 2 59 46 
1938 2 2 60 43 
1940 2 2 56  46 
1942 2 2 Y) 23 
1944 l 2 69 52 
1946 1 2 62  54 
1948 1 2 64 52  
1950 1 2 57 53 
19 52  l 2 50 45 
19 54 1 2 66  62  
19 56 1 2 50 45 
1958 l 2 37 33 
1960 l 2 39 3 S  

aSource : S t a t i s t i c al Re p o r t ,  Rhe a C ounty Supe r intenden t  
o f  S cho o l s  Office , Day ton, Tenne ss e e . 
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TABLE XVI 

NUMBE R  C OUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS , N1Jl'1BB:R TEACBErrS POSI TI ONS FI LLED 

Ye ar 

1923 
1924 
192 5  

1926 
1927 
1928 

1930 
1931 
1932 

1933 
1934 
1935 

1936 
1937 
19 38 

1939 
1940 
1941 

1942 
1943 
1944 

1945 
1946 
1947 

1948 
1949 
19 50 

AND T OTAL ENROLLM2:NT FOR  C E RTAI N  YEARSa 

Numbe r of  
county high 

s choo l s  

4 
6 
4 

4 
3 
3 

4 
3 
3 

3 
3 
2 

2 
3 
3 

3 
3 
3 

3 
3 
3 

3 
3 
3 

3 
3 
3 

Numbe r  te aching 
p o s i t ions  main-
t ai ne d  and filled  

16 
14 

1 5  
18  
18  

18  
15  
18  

14 
14 
14 

1 6  
16  
18  

20  
21 
22 

25 
21  
29 

29 
2 5  
29 

29 
29 
31 

--· -�·--·-- -----

Ave rage 
dai ly a t t endan ce 

1 
390 
391 

38 8  
347 
344 

316 
3 22 
337 

367 
409 
443 

488 
493 
5 24 

510 
482 
467 

456 
498 
550 

537 
57 1 
6 50 
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TABLE XV I ( continue d )  

Numbe r  of  Numbe r te aching 
county high p o s i t ions main- Ave rage 

Ye ar s choo l s  taine d  and filled  dai ly attendan ce 

19 51 3 31  696 
19 52 3 33 709 
19 53 3 33 7 33 

19 54 J 3 5  7411 
19 55 3 39 7 86 
19 56 ) 41 8 28 

19 57 3 43 8 51  
19 58 '1 46 881  j 
19 59 3 so l0 23b 

1960 ) 51 l l lO c 
) 

aSource : Annual Stat i s t i cal Reports ,  Supe rintendent 
of  School ' s  O ffi ce , Rhe a C ounty , D ayton,  Te nne s se e . 

bincre ase d from four to s ix year hi gh at  Rhe a C en tral 
at e nd of thi rd month . 

cRhe a Central s ix -ye ar hi gh s chool . 



TABLE XVI I  

NU:f'.1BER S C HO O L  BUSE S  A ND  O THER C ONVEYANC E S  USED F O R  TRAN SPORTA'ri ON O F  S TUDENT S ,  NUMBER 
PUP I LS TRAN S PO RTED , C O S T  PE R YEAR FOR C ER TAI N YEAR S AND AVERAGE C O STa 

Ye ar 

1 9 22 
1923  
19 24 
1 9 2 5  
1 9 26 
1 9 27 
1 9 28 
1 9 29 
1 9 30 
1 9 3 1  
1932 
1933  
1 9 34 
1 9 3 5  
1 9 3 6  
19 37  
1938  
1939  
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

Numbe r  Numbe r  Numbe r o f  Ave raP-;e number  C o s t  pe r 
of 

cars 

1 
8 
8 
8 

1 1  
6 
4 
3 

of buse s or  pup i l s  trans- ye ar for  
wagor1� trucks  porte d dai ly transportation 

1 $ 3 52 . 50 
2 3 2  399 . 00 

48 . 00 
2 30 

3 7 174 
4 1 0  27 5 

18 8 240 
( No s ta t i s t i cal re port f o r  t hi s  y e ar ) 

5 1 5  313 
( No transPortat ion shown th i s  ye ar ) 

1 9 
3 
1 
3 
3 

1 1  
10 

9 
9 
9 

1 1  
1 1  
1 1  
12  
12  

233 
1 27 
108 
132 
1 26 
400 6 , 632 . 60 

( Par t  o f  re cord mi s s ing ) 
6 13 . 8 , 244 . 00 
7 24 1 1 , 447 - 19 

1005  17 , 600 . 00 
1 1 56 2 2 , 911 . 2 5 
1413 27 , 28 8 . 7 5 
131 2 28 , 58 3 . 9 1  
1 206 29 , 280 . 00 
1316  3 5 , 393 . 67 

Ave rage c o s t  o f  
tran sportation 
pe r chi ld ( mo • ) 

$ 6 . 00 

3 . 00 
3 · 7 5  
3 ·  7 5  
3 - 50 

2 . 9 0 

2 . 07 
1 .  56 
1 . 8 5 
1 . 55 
1 .  7 8  
1 . 84 

2 . 1 9 
1 .  7 6  
1 . 9 5 
2 . 20 
2 . 1 5 
2 . 42 
2 . 70 
2 . 99 ...0 

-.J 



TABL� XVI I  ( continue d ) 

Numbe r Numbe r  Num b e r  of Ave rage numbe r  C o s t  pe r Aver age co s t  of  
o f  o f  bus e s o r  pup i l s  tran s - ye ar for transport ati on 

Ye ar c ar s  wagons trucks  p o r te d daily transportat i on per chi l d  ( mo . ) 

1947 4 1 4  1498 $ 40 , 98 1 . 68 $ 3 . 04 
1948 1 1  1 8  1638 54, 18 0 . 00 3 . 68 
1949 1 1  2 2  1677  6 5 , 322 . 00 4 - 33 
1950 1 27 1687  58 , 269 . 20 3 . 18 
19 51 1 28  1 6 55 51 , 819 . 50 3 · 48 
1 9 52 1 28 1 7 74 52 , 128 . 91 3 . 26 
1 9 53 29 1981 6 0 , 494 . 00 3 - 39 
1954 29 2041 6 1 , 246 . 00 3 - 33 
1955  29  2002 64, 308 . 00 3 ·  57 
19 56 29 20 31 6 5, 619 . 40 3 ·  59 
1 9 57 29  2070 69 , 583 . 00 3 · 7 3 
1 9 58 29 2071 74 , 827 . 90 4 . 0 1  
1 9 59 28  207 6  7 7 , 558 . 67 4 - 1 5 
1960 28 2099 7 8 , 279 - 40 4 . 14 

asour c e : Annual Stat i s ti c al Re por t s  for  year s  shown, Super intenden t of Rhe a 
C oun ty Scho o l s  Office , Dayton , Tenne s se e  ( found by adding t o tal c o s t  o f  amo '..mt s  p a i d  
tran s p or tati on c ontrac tors  f or t he ye ars 1 9 3 7  through 1960 ; ye ars  1923 through 193 6  
from s ummary of  transportat i on g i v e n  i n  S ta t i s ti c al Re p or t s ) . 

....0 
Q) 
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TABLE XVI I I  

CERTAIN TAX LL<.;VI8S FOR S UPPORT U F  RHEA C OUNTY SCHOOLSa 

Property tax in cent s  per $100 
a s se s s e d  v a luat i on 

Single prope rty 
Ye ar Poll t ax C ommon s choo l  tax rate b H i gh s choo l  

1 87 5  . 07 
1876  . 10 
l 877 
1878  
1879  

. so - 3 5 

1880 • so . 10 
1881  . so . 10 
1882  • so . 10 
1883 • so . 10 
1884 • 50 . 10 
1885 • 50 . 10 

purpo se s  . 55 ) c 1886 ( 'l'o tal tax for al l 
1887  - 55 . 10 
1888  
1889 . 10 
1890 • 50 . 10 
189 1 • 50 . 10 
1892  . 50 . 10 
1893 • 50 . 10 
1894 1 . 00 . 1::> 
1895 2 . 00 
1896 2 . 00 
1897 2 . 00 . 10 
1898 2 . 00 . 2 5 
1899 2 . 00 . 10 
1900 2 . 00 • 20 
190 1  2 . 00 . 1 5 
1902 2 . 00 . 1 5 
1903 2 . 00 . 1 5 
1904 

- 37 
190 5 2 . 00 . 45 
1906 2 . 00 . 43 . 10 
1907 2 . 00 - 43 . 10 
1908 . 40 . 10 
1909 . 40 . 1 5 
1910 . 40 . 1 5 
1911 . 40 . 1 5 
1912 . 0 . 15 
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r:I.'ABLE XVI I I  ( continued ) 

Property tax in cen t s  per ��;100 
as se s se d  v aluati on 

S ingle proper ty 
Ye ar Poll  tax C ommon s choo l  tax rate H i gh s chool  

1913 - 45 . 1 5 
1914 · 43 . 15 
1915  . 40 . 15 
1916 . 40 . 15 
1917 1 . 00 - 40 . 1 5 
19 18 . 40 . 1 5 
1919 2 . 00 . 60 . 1 5 
1920 2 . 00 . 40 . 09 
19 21 . so . 15 
19 22 2 . 00 . so . 15 
19 23 2 . 00 . so . 15 
19 24 2 . 00 . 50 . 1 5 
1925 2 . 00 - 44 . 23 
1926 2 . 00 . so . 25 
1927 . 50 . 3 2 
1928 . so . 3 5 
1929 . so . 40 
1930 • 50 . 40 
193 1  . 6 5 - 33¥ 
193 2  • 58 . 292 
1933 • 58 . 3 1 
1934 . 58 . 32 
19 35 . 58 - 37 
1936 . 57 . 40 
1 937 • 57 . 40 
1 9 38 . 57 . 40 
1 9 39 • 57 . 40 
1940 . 57 . 40 
1941 • 57 - 45 
1 942 . 6 5 . 51 
1943 - 75 . 60 
1944 . 91 . 63 
1945 1 . 12 . 84 
1946 1 . 12 . 84 
1947 1 . 96 
1948 1 . 80 
1949 2 . 00 
1950 1 . 97 



Ye ar 

19 51 
1952 
1 9 53 
1954 
19 55 
19 56 
1957 
1958 
1 9 59 
19 60 

Poll  tax 

asource : 

TABLE XVI I I  ( continue d ) 

Proper ty t ax in cen t s  per � 100 
a s se ssed  valuation 

S inr;le prope r ty 
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C ommon s choo l  tax rate H i gh s choo l  

1 . 97 
2 . 00 
2 . 07 
2 . 07 
2 . 00 
2 . 00 
2 . 1 5  
2 . 1 5  
2 . 35 
2 . 5 5 

Re cords  Rhe a C ounty Tru s te e . 

b s i ngle prope r ty t ax ra te fo r e lemen tary and h i gh 
s cho ol s .  
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TABLE XIX 

EXP !i:NSES OF' O PERATI NG RHEA C OUNTY PUB LIC SCHOOLS FOR 
C E R TAIN Yti:AR S 

Date Eleme nt ary To t al 
ye ar e nding s c ho ol High s cho o l  expendi ture 

June 30 , 19 22 $ 6 1 , 21 3 . 55 $ 18 , 57 3 . 14 $ 7 9 , 9 66 . 69 
June 3 0 , 19 23 56 , 284 . 89  19 , 094 - 44 7 5 , 379 - 33 
June 30 , 1924 57 , 045 - 47 19 ' 641 . 36  7 6 , 686 . 83 

June 30 , 1 9 2 5  6 5 , 003 . 7 3 19 , 97 5 . 3 1  84, 979 . 04 
June 30 , 19 26 64, 0 39 - 7 1 26 , 41 2 . 25  90 , 451 . 96 
June 30 , 19 27 60 , 522 . 51 1 5 , 9 60 . 3 5 7 6 , 48 2 . 86 

June 30 , 19 2 8  69 , 3 29 . 40 30 , 664 . 3 5 99 , 99 3 - 7 5 
June 30 , 19 29 80 , 62 5 . 27  3 1 , 482 . 0 2 1 1 2 , 10 7 . 29 
June 30 ,  1930 6 1 , 565 . 9 5 27 , 3 52 . 54 8 8 , 9 18 . 69 

May 30 , 1931  6 5 , 203 . 14 27 , 09 2 . 2 3  9 2 , 29 5 - 37 
June 30 , 1932 7 2 , 1 5 5 . 54 3 5 , 453 · 7 6  107 , 609 . 30 
June 30 , 1933 3 2 , 189 . 3 6  16 , 186 . 27 48 , 37 5 . 63 

June 30 , 1934 57 , 7 9 5 . 0 8  22 , 931 . 3 5 80 , 7 26 . 43 
June 30 , 1935 49 , 146 . 3 5 21 , 0 6 5 . 0 0  7 0 ' 211 . 3 5  
June 3 0 , 1936 47 , 437 - 90 24 , 0 34 - 3 2  7 1 , 4 7 2 . 2 2  

June JO , 1937  49 , 3 50 . 26 28 , 3 1 2 . 84 7 7 , 663 . 10 
June 30 , 19 3 8  66 , 64 8 . 49 30 , 1 55 . 14 9 6 , 80 3 . 6 3  
June 30 , 1939 6 5 , 0 1l . Ll-3 27 , 7  29 .  27 9 2 , 740 . 70 

June 30 , 1940 8 8 , 0 7 6 . 6 6 34, 106 . 19 1 2 2 , 182 . 8 5 
June 30 , 1 941 7 3 , 241 . 9 3 36 , 4-09 . 86 109 , 6 51 . 79 
J,.J.ne 30 , 1942 7 8 , 596 . 48 38 , 424 . 9 2 1 17 , 0 21 . 4-0 

June 30 , 1943 90 ' 1 53 - 43 51 , 748 . 9 6 141 , 9 0 2 . 39 
June 30 , 1944 170 , 7 36 . 1 3 
June 30 , l9L�5 17 7 , 630 - 4-J 

June 3 0 , 1946 237 , 364 . 49 
June 30 , 1947 214, 3 13 . 23 
June 30 , 194.8 427 , 89 5 . 6 2 

----�--- --�·------ - ·  -- ---- -----



TABLE XIX ( cont inue d )  

-- ---·----- ----·------

D a te Elemen tary 
ye ar e nd :lng scho o l  High s ch o o l  

---------

June JO , 1949 
June JO , 1950 
Jnne JO , 19 51 

�rune JO , 19 52 
June JO , 1953 
June 30 , 1 9 54 

June 30 , 19 5 5  
June J O ,  19 56 
June 30 , 1 9 57 

.June 30 ,  19 58 
June 30 , 1 9 59 
June 30 , 1960 
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Total 
expendi ture 

� 59 2, 64 0 . 0 5  
497 , 6 57 · 37 
412 , 89 5 . 69 

416 , 53 2 . 21 
436 , 81 7 . 76 
525 , 786 . 17  

51 7 , q98 . 23 
5 55, 097 . 84 
7 3 2 , 4.81 . 7 6  

7 1 9 , 109 . 2 3  
1 , 068 , 7 6 9 . 04 

879 , 494 . 81 
--·- ---------

No te : The informat i on was  from the e v i dence avai l ab le , 
but i n  some instance s i t  i s  b e l ie ve d  tha t  t he table i s  no t en­
t :lre ly accurate . The informati on for 19 22 through 1926 was 
o b t ajne d from the b il l s  approve d fo r paymen t b y  the s chool  
b o ard i n  i ts minute s fo r the re s pe c t ive ye a r s . The se  e xpe nd i ­
ture s w e re made b y  the i s suance o f  scho ol  w arran t s  by  the Rhe a 
C ounty De pa r tmen t  of Educ a t i on ,  b ut i t  d oe s not ne ce s s s r i ly 
fo l low that they w e re p a i d  b y  Rhe a County in the ye ar i n  whi ch 
they we re i s sue d .  The e xpendi ture s shown for th o s e  ye ars do 
no t include the e xpend i ture s made by the Spe c i al Scho o l  Di s ­
tr i c t ,  the C i ty of Day ton . 

The informa t ion for t he ye ars 19 27 through 19 31 was o b ­
t a ine d from the Tru ste e ' s  le dge r and i n clude s the C i ty o f  
D ayton ' s  pro rata  share o f  the funds colle c te d  f or s cho o l  pur ­
p o se s .  Only expend i ture s fo r e le ven month s we re found f or the 
ye ar 19 3 1 .  Dur i ng the ye ars be twe en 1 9 27 and 1931  no a ccura te 
i nformat:ton c ould be f ound of th e warrant s drawn by the s ch o o l  
b o ard f or tho se ye ars , nor the to tal o f  outstanding warrant s  
a t  the end o f  e e ch o f  t he ye ars . 

The info rma t ion pe r t a ini ng to the ye ar s 1932  throu gh 
1960 was o b ta:tne d from the f i nanc i al s t atemen ts  made by t he 
Super i n tenden t o f  S cho o l s  a.nd the C ounty Trus tee fo r the 
re spe c t ive ye ar s • 



APPENDIX B 

C l tati ons and Summarie s o f  Pr:lv ate A c t s  of Tenne s se e  

Affe c ting Rhe a C ounty Schools  from 1917 t o  19 55 



C i tations  and Summarie s of Private Ac t s  of  Tenne s se e  

Affe c ti ng Rhe a C ounty S cho o l s  from 1917  to 1 9 5 5  

1 9 1 7  Chap . 3 51 ( M. Whi te -H ) T o  provide f or re tirement and 
pens i on of  teache r s  over 6 5  who have t aught for 30 ye ar s  
in any c oun ty i n  the s tate , @ $10 . 00 pe r month . 

1919 Chap . 171  ( Has ton- S ) To f ix compens a ti on o f  Chairman 
of County B o ard of Educati on and H i gh School  B oard of 
Educati on @ $60 . 00 pe r ye ar . Re pe aled by Chap . 1 5 ,  Ac t s  
o f  1949 . 

1921 Chap .  370  ( Foague - S ) C reated Spe c i al S choo l  D i s tr i c t 
to be  known and de s i gnate d a s  the C i ty  S cho o l  of Rhe a 
County to  b e  e s tablishe d  i n  C ity of Dayton w i th the 
fo llow ing boundar i e s : ( are a we s t  of  rai lroad ) and pro ­
vi ding for B oard of Tru s te e s to b e  e le c ted and serve in 
conj unc t i on w i th s chool Boa rd of the C i ty of D ay ton in 
contr o l  o f  new s choo l  d i s tr ic t .  

19 21 Chap . 960 ( Poague - S )  Pro vided for C i ty o f  Graysvi ll e  
School D i s tri c t  t o  i s sue $ 20 , 000 in bonds for  s choo l  
bui lding . 

1921 Chap . 86 8 ( Gre en-H ) County Supe rintendent author i ze d  
t o  f il l  vacan c ie s o n  H i ,g;h S choo l  B o ard o f  F�duc a tion unti l  
follow i ng January 1 s t .  Repealed b y  C hap ter 13 , Acts  of 
1949 -

1921 Chap . 699 ( Gre en-H ) Provided fo r re tire men t of 
t e a chers over 70 ye ars o f  a ge who have t aught f or 30 ye ars 
o r  more , @ $25 . 00 month . 

1921 Chap . 546 ( Gre en-H ) Autho r i ze d  $ 7 5 , 000 in s choo l  
bonds to  pay "flo a t ing" de b t  of  scho ol s ,  both hi gh and 
e leme ntary, t o  b e  re t ire d one -fifth e ach ye ar ove r f ive 
ye ar pe r i o d .  

19 21 Chap . 5 7 4  ( Hi lle a ry -H ) Author i ze d  b orrowing o f  
$20 , 000 pe r ye ar f o r  s choo l  purpo se s .  Repeale d b y  
Chap . 20 , Acts  of  1949 . 

1925 Chap . 341 ( Hi ll - S ) Authori ze d  $ 177 , 000  General C ounty 
B onds ( fund ing )  provi de d  approve d by people  in re fe rendum . 

192 5  Chap . 342 ( Hi ll - S ) Authori ze d �35 , 000 Hi gh Scho o l  
B ond s ( funding ) prov i de d  approve d b y  peo ple i n  re fe r ­
endum. 
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19 25 C hap . 474 ( Hill-S ) Autho ri zed $ 100 , 000  e leme ntary 
s chool  bonds ( funding ) provided approve d b y  people i n  
referendum. 

1927 C hap . 547 ( Kemme r -H ) Provided for e le c t i on of County 
Superintendent o f  School s by the pe ople ; 4 year term; 
$ 1 500 . 00 annual s alary . Repe ale d  b y  Chap . 6 56 of 1931 . 

1927 Chap . 787  ( Kew�e r-H ) Authori zed � 50 , 000 Bond I s sue for 
c ons truct i on and e quipp ing high s chool at Dayton, su b j e ct 
to re fe rendum of v o te r s . 

19 27 C hap . 669 ( Kemme r -H ) A b o l i shed o ff i ce of School 
Attendance O ffi cer and p l aced duti e s  in the pro bati on 
off i cer of the Juvenile C ourt at s alary of $ 140 . 00 pe r 
month during s chool te rm .  

1929 Chap . 585 ( Le e -S ) Authori ze d i s suance o f  up t o  $8 , 000 
in  bonds to  pay  co s t  of comp le t ing 1928 - 29 te rm of high 
s chool . 

1929 C hap . 3 ( Le e -S ) Authori z e d  $ 1 50 , 000 B ond I ssue for 
e lementary and high s chools  t o  pay j udgments and out­
standi ng w arrants .  

1929 C hap . 10 Authori ze d $25 , 000  Bond I ss ue f or 
C i ty of Day ton s chool s .  

1931 C hap . 434 ( Aul t - S ) Authori zed i ssue o f  $25, 000 in  
B onds to  pay off hi gh s chool w arrant s .  

1931 Chap . 537 ( Ault-S ) Authori ze d  i s sue of � 55 , 000 in 
B onds to p ay off out s t anding e lementary s chool warran t s . 

1931 C hap . 469 ( Ault-S ) Authori ze d  i s sue of �195 , 000 in 
B ond s to cove r county ou tstanding warrants , except s choo l 
warran ts . 

1931 Chap . 467 ( Aul t - S ) Cre ate d  Budge t C ommi ss i on f or 
county to se t budge t ,  exc e p t  not to  se t s chool budge t .  

1931 Chap . 6 56 ( Harr i s -H )  Repe ale d Chap . 547 , Ac t s  of 
1927 , whi ch had provided for e le c ti on of S chool Supe r ­
intendent b y  th e  people ( thus re turned e le c ti on o f  
Supe rintendent t o  C ounty C our t ) .  



1933 

1933 

1933 

1933 

1933 

1933 

1933 

1933 

Chap . 152  ( Walte r Whi te -H ) Provi ded that County 
Superintendents  who have taught or s e rve d a s  C ounty 
Supe rintendent f or at  le a s t  40 ye ars and who hold a 
twe lve -ye ar certifi cate o b tained in  19 20 o r  s ince , 
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and who have served as County Supe ri ntendent at  leas t 
four ye ars may have the certifi cate renewe d from date 
of exp irati on for ano ther twe lve ye a r s  w i thout examina­
tion .  

Chap . 1 0 2  Ovhi te -H ) Se t up re t irement  of $ 1 5 . 00 pe r 
month f or te achers  w i th 25 ye ars e xperience  i n  the 
pub l i c  scho ol s .  

Chap . 210 ( Hutchings -3 ) Amended Se c .  2438 o f  C o de of 
1932  ( be ing Chap . 1 1 5 ,  Se c .  8 of Publ i c  A c t s  of 1925 ) 
s o  as t o  exce n t  appl i c ation to Rhe a C o unty ( aboli s he d  
off i ce o f  Attendan ce Offi ce r ) . 

Chap . 613  Amende d  Chap . 469 o f  A c t s  of 19 3 1  author­
i z ing $19 5 , 000 in C ounty Gene ral B onds so as  to  extend 
period of warran t s  to be  covered by b ond s add i tional two 
ye ars . 

Chap . 614 Amende d Chap . 537 o f  Ac t s  o f  1931 author ­
i z ing $ 5 5 , 000  ele�entary s choo l  b onds s imilar to  above . 

Chap . 61 5 Amende d Chap . 434 of Ac t s  o f  1931  au thor ­
i z ing $25, 000 hi gh scho ol b ond s  s imi lar t o  above . 

Chap . 541 ( Whi te - H )  V al idate d  certain cla ims of 
te ache rs and s chool employe e s  for s c hool ye ar 1931 - 3 2 :  
Margie  Smith,  C arp , 5 months $ 225 . 00 ,  J .  N .  Ewing , C le ar 
C re e k ,  5 mo . $460 . 00 ,  Haze l Kni ght , Oak Hill , l �o .  
$67 . 50 ,  Beulah Ge ntry , Eve nsville 3� mo . $262 . 50 ,  Ce c i le 
McC abe , Graysville , 5 mo . $ 300 . 00 ,  Be s s ie Jewe ll , 
Garri son ,  5 mo . $ 3 7 5 . 00 ,  E .  A .  Lowr y ,  Monta�ue one -fourth 
mo . $20 . 60 ,  Que en Trentham, C oncor d ,  5 mo . � 3 50 . 0 0 ,  Rega 

r .. 
Johnson,  Graysvi lle , one -fourth month �� 23 . 10 ,  Nol a  
Edwards ( co l . ), Sprin;:; C i ty ,  one an d one -fourth mo . $62 . 50,  
W .  J.  Be an ,  bus driv� r ,  Graysville , $ 17 5 . 00 ,  W.  J .  B e an ,  
bus drive r ,  hi gh s chool , $ 7 2 . 7 2 .  

Chap . 7 2 9  ( Whi te -H )  Prov i de d  fo r e le c ti on of C ounty 
Supe rintendent for four-ye ar term ,  t o  be e le c te d  by 
people at Augus t ,  1934 ,  e le ct ion ; ( incu nbent to s erve 
unt i l  Se ptember  1 ,  1934 ) . C o unty to p ay $ 500 . 00 o f  
salary ; Superintendent  to have r i ght  t o  nominate all 
te achers , j an i to r s , bus drive rs ,  and other s c hool  
employe e s .  Repe aled by Chap . 33 of Private A c t s  o f  1949 . 
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1935 C hap . 362  ( Dodson - 3 ) Amends Chap . 537 , A c ts o f  1931 , 

193 5  

193 5  

1935  

1937 

1937 

1937 

1937 

1937 

Repe als  C hap . 6 14 of Acts  o f  1933 ; au thori z ing $ 55, 000 
e lement ary s c ho o l  b onds t o  t ake up ou t s tanding warran t s , 
jud gments , e t c .  

C hap . 363 ( Dodson-3 ) Ame nd s C hap . 434 , A c t s  of 1931 , 
Re pe al s C hap . 61 5 of Ac ts  of 1933 ; autho r i z ing $25 , 000 
high s c ho o l  b ond s . 

C hap . 364 ( Dod son- 3 )  Ame nds C hap . 469 ,  A c t s  of 1931 , 
Re peals  C hap . 613 Ac t s  of 193 3 ;  autho riz ing $195 , 000 
county general fundi ng b ond s . 

C hap . 40 , Extra Se s .  ( Hi ck s -H ) Au t�o r i ze d  $440 , 000 
B ond I s sue for C i ty of Dayton for funding and re - funding 
of all inde b te dne s s  inc luding s chool s .  

C hap . 780  ( Whi te -B ) C re ated office  of A t te ndan ce 
Off i ce r  a t  s al a ry of $ 140 . 00 pe r month dur ing s cho ol 
year ; e le c ti on t o  b e  by C ounty C o ur t . Re pealed  by C hap . 
443 , Private A c t s  o f  1939 . 

C hap . 619  ( Whi te -H )  Val i dated c l a im of Wa l ter �vhi te , 
forme r Superintendent o f  S choo l s  for $327 . 00 and 6 p e r  
c e n t  inte re s t  from January 1 ,  193 2  f o r  s al ary from 
Augu s t  31 , 1931  to De c e mber 19 , 1931 ( alle ging Whi te 
had wrongfully been d e pr ive d of s u ch s a lary dur ing law 
sui t ove r who rightfully w a s  c ounty supe rintenden t ) .  

C hap . 862  ( Whi te -II ) C re a te d  Bud ge t C o mmi s s ion f or 
Rhe a C ounty , membe r s  to d raw $ 7 5 . 00 annual s alary , and 
naming B .  M .  1.Vi ll i am s on ,  111r s . Da i sy �1or,zan , W .  R .  S :J i  ve y ,  
C re e d  C unr'lingham and Mr s .  E the l England a s  f irs t membe r s . 

Chap . 348 ( To l le tt - S ) Appropr i a te s from S tate 
Tre asury $327 . 00 for s ame c laim o f  Wal te r Whi te , Sup e r ­
intendent as cove re d  b y  C hap . 619  above . A c t  re c i te s 
tha t Whi te was  e le c te d  in Augu s t ,  1928 , to  go into 
o ff i ce on January 1, 1929 for f our ye ar term ;  and 
se rve d unt i l  November 27 , 19 31 whe n he w a s  depriv e d  of 
hi s off i c e  as the re sult of be ing legi s l ated  out of 
offi ce . 

C hap . 431 ( Whi te -H ) An ac t to prov ide fo r the exten­
s ion of certain cer t i fi c ate s authori z ing holders to 
serve as C ount y  Superinte ndent ; prov ided that 1 2 -y e ar 
certifi cate o f  q ual i fi c at ion be r enewe d for 12 ye ars 
from d ate of exp ira ti o n ,  provi de d  holde r had s erve d an 
agp;re gate of  four ye ar s a s  superinten dent dur ing the 



l i fe o f  t he fir s t  certifi cate . Repe�l e d  b y  Chapter 
3 1 ,  Private Acts  of 1949 . 
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1937 Chap . 36 ,  2nd Ex . Se s .  ( White -H ) Made i t  the "duty" 
of County Board o f  Educ ation to place  on Te ache rs 
Pens i on Roll any person en gag;ed in  s chool  H ork in 
Tenne s s e e  for thirty y e ar s ,  and in c ounty f o r  fifte e n  
ye ars , at $30 . 00 per  month o u t  of s cho ol f und . But 
te ache r mus t  re t i re and apply  for pens ion .  

1937 Chap . 23 , 2nd Ex . Se s .  ( Whi te -H ) Fixed c ompensation 
o f  s chool  b oard memb e r s  at $7 5 . 00 pe r ye ar payab l e  ou t 
of s chool  funds . Rep e aled  b y  Chap . 30 , Private Acts  of 

1937  

1949 . 
----

Chap . 24 , Jrd Ex . Se s ( Whi te -H ) 
for county to make s e ttlement  w ith 
who had b e e n  inj ure d in the manual 
of Spring C i ty Hi gh School . 

Author i ze d  co��i ttee  
minor ( Max Harwood ) 
trai ning d epartme nt 

1939 Chap . 443 ( Gre e r - S ) Re pe aled Chap . 7 80 , A c t s  of 19 37  
( whi ch had c re ated office  of Attendanc e Off i c e r  f or 
s chool s ) .  

1941 Chap . 213 ( Whi te -H ) Val idated B ond I ssue s for �he a 
County in amount s of ;jj;l , l 7 5 , 000 refunding and $ 7 5 , 000 
funding . 

1941 C hap 62  ( White -H ) Authori zed the B oard o f  Educ ation 
to  borrow money f or school operat ions from time to time 
w i th l im i t s  of $ 6 , 0 0 0  for H i gh S chool and $ 1 5 , 000  for 
e lementary s chools  outs tand ing at one t ime ; to  be e vi ­
denc e d  b y  no te s  s i g;ne d b y  C hairman o f  B o ard o f  Educa­
t ion and County School  Supe rintendent ;  to draw 6 per  
cent  in tere s ;  no t t o  b e  gene ral o b l i gati ons o f  County.  
R epe al e d  b y  C hap . 27 , Private Acts  o f  1949 . 

1941 Chap . 474 ( Whi te -H ) Authori ze d  the Board of  Educa-
tion t o  fix compensation f or Chairman of B oa rd of E du­
cation.  Repe a�ed by Chap . 29 , Private Ac ts  of 1949 . 

1941 C hap . 443 ( Whi te -H ) Provided tha t  e l e c ti on of C ounty 
Supe rintendent of S chools  b e  b y  the C o unty C ourt ; 4 ye ar 
term. Repe aled by Chante r  28 , Private A c t s  of 1949 . 

1941 Chap . 8 ( Whi te -H ) Pro v i de d  that le !!al intere s t  ( 6  
per  cent ) be  paid  on all out s tanding school w arrants  on 
and after r e g i s tration of such w i th C ounty Trus te e .  
R e pe ale d  b y  C hap ter  26 , Pr ivate A c t s  o f  1949 . 
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Chap . 199 ( White -H ) Pe rmi t s  School B oard,  a t  i t s  
d i s cre ti on, to pens ion  s choo l  te ache rs w i th twenty ye ars 
expe rienc e , and f ifte en in c ounty , at  $20 . 00 pe r month . 

Chap . 1 64 ( Tollett-S ) Authorized  Superintendent o f  
Publ i c  Ins truc tion t o  f i l l  vacancie s on C ounty B o ard o f  
Educ ation unt i l  next re gular mee ti ng o f  C ounty C our t . 
Repe aled by Chap . 37 , Acts  of 1949 . 

Chap . 41 5 ( Tolle tt-S ) Au thori z e d  trave ling expens e 
for Supe rintenden t of S cho o l s @ $ 62 . 50 per m�nth ( $ 7 50 
annually ) for travel " to and from scho o l s  on s choo l  
bus i ne s s . " Repe aled  b y  Chap . 23 , Private Ac t s  o f  1949 . 

Chap . 599 ( Tolle t t-S ) Requi re s B oard of  Educ ation to 
prepare S cho o l  Budge t i n  June and submi t to County C o�rt 
in  July . Repe aled  by Chapter 24 , Private A c t s  of  1949 . 

Chap . 14 ( Kemme r - S ) Repe als  Chap . 874,  Ac t s  of  1 9 21 , 
authori zi ng chairman of c ounty court t o  appo int thr e e  
addit i o nal member s  t o  County Equal i z a t ion Boar d . 

Chap . 13  ( Kem�e r - S ) Repeals  Chap . 868 , Ac t s  of  1921 
autho r i z ing C ounty Superintendent t o  f i l l  vac anc i e s  on 
high scho o l  Board of Educati o n .  

Chap . 1 5  ( Kemme r - S ) Repeals  Chap . 1 7 1 , Acts  of  1919 , 
whi ch f ixed salary of Chairman of County B oa rd of Educa ­
t ion, and H i gh Scho o l  B oard o f  Educ at ion . 

Chap . 23 ( Kernme r - S ) Repe als  Chap . 41 5 ,  A c t s  of 1945,  
f ixi ng trave l expens e allow ance f or Superintendent . 

Chap . 24 ( Kemmer-S ) Repe als  Chap . 599 , A c t s  'f  1945,  
f ixing t ime f or Sehou l  Board to  prepare s choo l  budge t .  

Chap . 26 ( Kemme r-S ) Repeals  Chap . 8 ,  Ac ts  o f  1 941 , 
whi ch authori ze d  the payment o f  intere s t  on s choo l  
warrant s .  

Chap . 27 ( Kemme r - S ) Repe als  Chap . 6 3 ,  Acts  o f  1941 , 
whi ch author i zed County Board of  Educa ti on to b orrow 
mone y f or s chool operation .  

Chap . 2 8  ( Kemme r - S ) Chap . 443 , Ac ts  o f  1941 , whi ch 
provi. de d  for e l e c ti on o f  C ounty Supe r intenden t of Coun ty 
C our t .  
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1949 C hap . 29 ( Kemmer-S ) Repeal s C hap . 474 , Ac ts o f  1941 , 
whi ch authori zed  C o unty B oard o f  Educ a t i on to  fix com­
p en s a t i on of Chairman of Board . 

1949 Chap . 30 ( Kemmer-S ) Repe als  Chap . 23 ,  Ac t s  of 1937 , 
2nd . Extra Se ss i on, f ixing c ompen s ation of  members o f  
Board o f  Edu c ation.  

1949 Chap . 3 1  ( Kemme r- S ) Repeal s  Chap . 431 , Acts  of 1937 , 
pro v iding for extens i on of  c e r tain c ertif i ca t i ons  and 
autho r i z ing hol de r s  thereof  to s e rve a s  county super in­
tendent .  

1949 Chap . 3 3  ( Kemmer-S ) Repe als Chap . 7 27 , A c t s  of 193 3 ,  
prov i ding for e le c tion o f  Supe rintendent b y  the p e opl e . 

1949 C hap . 36  ( Ke rnmer-S ) Repe als Chap . 1 59 ,  A c t s  of 1945 
providing f or fee s ,  compensat ion e nd p o s ta ge for certain 
county offi c e r s . 

1949 Chap . 37  ( Kemme r- S ) Repeals  Chap . 1 64 ,  Ac t s  of 194 5 ,  
pro v id ing  f o r  Superintenden t o f  �ducati on t o  f i l l  al l 
v ac anci e s on County B oard of  Educ a ti on unt i l  next re gu ­
lar me e t ing o f  C ounty C our t .  

1949 Chap . 3 5 5  ( Kemmer - S ) Validate s l o ans made to c over 
defi c i ts in Pub l i c  School  ac counts  for Rhe a C ounty f or 
1948 -1949 , in the amount s of $ 30 , 0 0 0  at Dayton Bank ,  
and $ 20 , 000 a t  Spring  C i. ty Ban k .  

1949 Chap . 3 56 ( Kem·ne r- S ) Authori zed county t ax ant i cipa-
t ion note s f or s chool and general c ounty ope rati on . 

191-!-9 Chap . 630 ( Kemmer-S ) Re gulate d  i s suanc e o f  s chool 
warrants  by r e quiring c ounter s i gnature o f  Chairman o f  
Purcha s ing and F inance  C ommi s s ion after approval of 
corTLmi ss ion .  

1949 C hap . 632 ( Kemmer- S ) Authori z e d  transfe r  o f  Sal e s  
Tax Overage from Bui lding,  Maintenan ce and Transporta­
tion fund to General Pub l i c  Schoo l  Fund s f or �ene ral 
ope ra t i on e xp en se s ;  the transfe r  to be made by the C ounty 
C our t .  

1949 Chap . 861 ( Kemme r-S ) Authorized  c ontrac t s  w i th ad-
j o ining coun t ie s for opera tion of  Ne gro hi gh s chool s ,  
e i ther in  Rhe a C ounty or in such o ther county.  
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1949 C hap . 3 1 7  ( Shadow-H ) R e or.�ani zed f i s c al affairs of 
Rhe a C ounty b y  cre ating Purcha s in� and Finan ce C om­
mi s s ion ,  e l e c te d  by  Coun ty C our t ,  three  memb ers , thre e ­
year s tag�e r e d  te rms ; Budge t Commi s s i on ( Repealing 
Chap . 8 6 2 ,  A c t s  of 1937 , Budge t Law ) ; cre ating Hi ghway 
Sup e rv i sory C ommi tte e ; s e tting out dutie s ,  power  and 
authori ty of above b odie s ,  including { a )  a s s e s sment of 
t axe s ;  ( b ) levy and a s s e s sment o f  p rope r ty t axe s ,  
l i c en s e s ,  f e e s and c harge s ;  ( c )  handl ing of a l l  fund s ; 
( d )  a c c ount ing sys tem ( e ) cod e s  for  bui lde r s , e le c ­
tric i ans , p lumbers  out s ide  c i tie s ;  commi s s i on to handle 
all purchas e s  and c on tra c t s  follow ing requ i s i ti on from 
depar tment or offi cer  autho r i zed to re que s t ;  a l s o  
co�i s s ion  c ontrolled wage s and s al arie s  o f  R o ad Depart ­
ment employee s .  Repe aled by Chap . 47 , Ac t s  of  19 53 . 

1953 Chap . 47 ( Fi s che s s er-H ) Repealed  Chap . 317 , Ac t s  o f  
1949 whi ch had c re ated Purchas ing and Financ e  Com­
mi s s i on ( ac tually 1949 Ac t w a s  suc c e eded by Chapter 4 8 ,  
A c t s  of  19 53 ) .  

1953 C hap . 48 ( Fi s che s s e r -H ) Act  to c entrali ze ,  con-
s o l i date  and re organ i z e  the c ounty adminis tr a ti on o f  
aff a i r s  in  Rhe a C ounty , cre ate a C en tral Accounting and 
Purchas ing C ommi s s i on ,  pre s c r i b e  powers , du tie s and 
authori ty and compens ation ; autho r i z e  c ommi s s i o n  to em­
ploy all subordinate offi c i al s  an d provide s al ari e s ; 
dive s t  C ounty C our t of c ertain admini s trative and 
appoint ive p owers and ve s t  s ame in  C ommi s s ion ; t o  pro ­
vi de f o r  membership e l e c t i on and qual if i ca t i on s ; re ­
pe als  all  l aw s  in confl tc t .  

19 53 Chap . 167 ( Fi s che s s er-H ) Provid ed f or five  member 
B o ard of Educ at ion,  one from e ach o ld c i v i l  d i s tr i c t ,  
one from c ounty- a t -large ; a ll to  b e  e l e c te d  b y  the pe ople ; 
two -ye ar te rm .  Name s School Bo ard : E .  C .  C o leman ( 1 ) ,  
s. H .  Smi th ( 2 ) Geor ge Dawn ( 3 ), Glenn Spivey ( 4 ) , Harold 
( Buck ) C ollins , ( 5 ) ,  county-at-large . Amended  by 
Chap . 581 , A c t s  o f  1953 . 

. 

19 53 Chap . 581 ( Fi s che s s er-H ) Amends ab ove Chap . 167 , A c t s  
o f  19 53 ,  s o  a s  t o  provide for e le c t ion o f  three  mem b e r s  
of School  B o ard from C ounty-at-Large , and naming two 
add i ti on al memb e r s  to s erve until  19 54 e l e c tion .  

1953 Chap . 568 ( Fi s che s ser-H ) Pro v i d e s  f or e le c t ion of 
C o unty Supe r i ntendent by popular v o te , b e ginning a t  
Augus t e le ction, 19 54 ;  four-ye ar term beginning 
September 1 fo l lowing e le c t ion .  



1955 Chap . 255 ( Colvard - S ) Repe als  Chap . 48 , Acts  o f  
1 9 53 ( Fi s che s s e r ' s  C entral Accounting and Purcha s i ng 
C ommi s s ion ) .  
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1955 Chap . 313 ( C olvard - S ) R e organi z e s  f i s c al affairs  o f  
Rhe a C ounty ; re cre ate s Purchas ing and Finance Com­
mi s s ion pra c tic ally the s ame as under C hap . 31 7  A c t s  of  
1949 ; but  d oe s  not  remove c om..'TI:i. s s i oner s  e l e c ted under  
C hap . 48 , Acts  o f  19 53 , until  expirati on of  the ir t e rm ,  
Augu s t  3 1 ,  1956 ( not e  e ffe c t  of 19 54 C on s t i tutional 
Amendment prohi b i ting removal of e le c te d  o ffic ials  
unti l  end of  term ) ; all  s chool purchas e s  are  made b y  
commi s s ion and all payment j s  made b y  o r  through the 
co:nmi s s ion . 

Spe cial  Publ ic A c t  Affecting Rhe a C ounty S cho o l s  

1941 C hap . 145 ,  Pub l i c  A c t s  ( Whi te -H ) Amended  Chap . 1 5 2 ,  
Pub l i c  Ac t s  o f  1 93 3 ,  which  had provi de d  f or renewal 
or e xtens i on of  c e rtain cl as s e s of c ounty supe rintend ­
ent of scho ol s  c ertific ate s ,  by  su b s t i tuting in Se c t ion 
1 the f i gure " 30 years " for prev i ou s  "40 ye ars . "  


