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CHAPTBR I

IHTRODUmOir

The purpose of this study is to give a brief history

of edueatlon in Harlau County^ Kentucky from the earliest

period to the present* This study is iiiportont beeause it

will prowide the people of Harlaa County who are interested

in edueation an account of the development and progress of

education in their county* Xt wiU give the vriterf and

other Interested persons an insight into the conditions of

the sohoolSf past and present* To some people it will be

the organisation of many is^rtant facts showing the develop-

smnt and progress of the schools*

The Developsuint of elementary and secondary education* and

of private* church aiwl atate schools in the county is considered*

Procedure

The writer began by exacaining all available historical

data on BarIan County*

Information about certain periods IsnH available, bo»

cause no records were kept and some records wore misplaced

or lost* Some valuable sources of information are available*

The principal sources of information were the library of

the University of Tennessee* the library of George Peabody
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College For foaohera, private llbrarlea of varloua people

and tha li"b«ary of the University of Kentxioipyt the reoords

in the County Court Minute hooka, and the records in Iflie

of floes of the County Superintendent of S<aaool8» City

Superintendent of Schools, and records in the attendance

office provided valuable information. Some data was ob

tained from the Harlan I>aily Enterprise and from interviews

with varioua citizens of the county.

Organization

In Chapter IZ, a brief historioal and geograi^ioal

sketch of Harlan County will be given, lehls chapter will

disouss the time when Harlan County was settled and formed.

Chapter III will disouss the historioal development

of elementary education in Harlan County from its beginning

to the present.

Chapter I?, the develojaaent of seoondary eduoation

will be discussed. In this chapter a history of ohurOh,

private and state seeondary sehools will be oonsidered*

Chapter 7 will disouss Institutes and normal sohools,

®iis chapter will show the type of training of the teaoher

of the early schools.

Chapter VI gives a discussion of the present day eduoa<

tion in Harlan County, Ifhis chapter presents a picture of
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botti tfm sXemontary and secondary fiohools* Saphasla is

placed on the following: buildings and grounds» libraries*

extra<»currioular aotlTlties* length of tem* g.ualifioations

of teachers, work of supervisors, administration of school

system, financing the school program, program of instruct

tion, improving the instructional program*

Chapter VII presents the trends in the development

of education in Harlan County*

A summary and conclusion will be presented in Chapter

TOT#
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SftJFlaa OettntjT vas &• a aaants la X819 tiem

UvHt^y than part ef th« araa of JtUyt anA Xa«s; Ooontieo

hjf an aot of tho Stato 3agloXatiupo« fho ooonty oao namod

foir liiXas sarxan* a aatlvo of Boniaoj Coonty flrglnia,

oho itad mm to KontuiAqr in X7f4 boforo it beoaiso a otato*

Bo had boon aotivo In iho Indian Want*

fho oanXy yoaro of tho hiator^ of tho eoonty vono

•pont in building log houaoi* oloaning ffaall faimo and in
1

gooving onopa for looal uoo*

Bofono tho ooming of tho naiinoad in I91€^a Banian

Ooonty ivas aloioot ^sq;>lotol7 iiOlatod tsm ttrn outaldo

vonld* It io tnuo that soibo dirt roado had bo^ built to

Hagon, Tirginia, and to Finovillo, Bontuolr*^ foamotoro
would taieo wagons owor thoso roads to soil produoo oelloot*

od at tho oounty otoroa and bring baok oupplioa*

irndsr suoh i80lAtioii« IMs aroa was solf«aupporting

^John Potson# Sooio Baojtgrouftd and a ̂ tanning Eduoa*

SIMi ^
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fjmiM 1

POHJUflCffi OF HAEL&S OOOIOT X820 •. X950

Pate SXataa PepaXBtioB

1830 108 X»96X

X8S0 X05 3,938

X840 130 3|0XS

X850 X38 4,368

XSdO X27 5,494

1870 0 4,4X5

XS80 0 5,378

X890 0 6,197

X900 0 9,838

X9X0 0 10,566

X930 0 31,546

X930 0 64,557

X940 0 75,275

X950 0 73,335

Scoroe: B^uMiaa School s«rrlde» gabXle Battoatlon in
gaylaa Ogaiity (litxliigioBt trfiiTernifjr <»r s«jdiuioiqr»



£oa?«8t e£ vaiualiXe vlsglJi tistibflri alta^oo# this soojpoe has

hsen i^satxy dsplstsd thssa^ ispropsr m.%%ing ana. fsrsst

fisas, & iMsm phrt of ths oaastp rsBaias in fertst, an&

aniahsff stiXi pssvi&as an inpsiftant soarse of iaooBis*

HXh Clark Bailsy, County Sohools Suporlntondent

jeoaes Ak Caarood, and C«or|^ Wardt Secretary of the HarXan

County Coal Operators Association gate a hrief History of

Harlan County as follows: ̂
fhe first psraanent ssttleaient in the county

was hegoa hy carr Bailey and his two aons^in^aaw
and their faailies on a hillsido oTorlooking idmt
is new svayts# Shis wag in tiM 1790«s* Bt* Bailsy»
fsflosr saperintendsnt of SoheoXs in Harlan was a
dssosndBBi of that fsally#

!^s f irst white settler in what is now the
City of Harlan was seoael Hewandt then spelled
"H»rd<* who settled under the eliff near me present
nr" in 17f6»

A granddsoi^ter of Oarr Bailey» sanoy furner*
wae the firet whits i^ld these hirtdi was rseerdsd
in the eonnty* Shs later married Jehn Cawoed and
thsy laads thsir hens in the settlttBent which new
is known as Caweed*

Vrm ths Civil War period until world war z#
Harlan County was undissevertd By the outside world*
yrem 191@ xintil 1^0» the County sohoola faoed eaer*
aeos prehloiis* She County Beard of Sdueatien and
its ̂ perintendent* A« c« yenes, were unahle to meet
the eest ef oenstruotien ef s#ieel house neede in
all mining esmpe*

Meat ef the seal ooapanies huilt s^oeX

%aelan Baily Bntsrorise (Hsntuehy)* A^oh Bd» 19S1



sUU are i& ust t withetLt east
te tlie eeay&* fhe ea^paaiea 4i4 aet eibiarge fer
tlie e#al rnaed in the huildiaM. Geared a^te4
/eiiee» ehe was SaperiatenAeal xer sixteefi sreare
toriJifi this tlAe*

fhe histery ef sAiisatiea and ef tlM» preshjrteriaji

Ohaxeh eelAoiied ia t^e ee«sity* !Ql1s ssheeX was *stah«

lisheO. at starts prlaariXy to' a sesoaaaxjr seheeX* ihtsr

XXsaeatary B^iXs vers sareXXsi* Starts Skihsel was

as sat ippsvth of this AoaAsair* Xa l&9&t the ijssrioaa

Mlssiosary Soolety estabXH^sA that sas h&oiia as the BXaeh

MQuatala Aoadsxay, an un&snoiaiiiatiQnaX s<aidol*

fhs first Glty Sehool in Harlan wsm XooateA on

8soon4 street» with Joe BaXX as prlnoipaXt zater the s^eol

was suited to idiat is asm Gm^erXand Atenae, and then, in the

earXr part ef the oentory, to its present site of HarXan

li#i SthoeX*

fhe HarXan Aeadeagr, mipported hp ̂  preshpterian

(Hmrah, was hoiXt in X894» Pine Moontain ssttXement seheeX

was deteXoped frea one aaatg sratins* ShoXe WiXXisa Cree^

gate one hnndred and thirtp«six aeres of Xand to the aohooX.

to reaain in its possessitti as Xong as the united States Coa«

stitation stands* Ken idko hate sorted as Oeontp saperintend*

snt are Ben HoXan, Grant Forester, Pim Forester, wade shidniere,

W, p« HoXan, W, X* BaiXep, A« 0* penes and paiais A« Oaweod,

ward spohe of his a«aories of the eoontp hofere X9X0,
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®i© oounty had lass than lOfOOO paopl© here before the rail""'

road was built and before the great eoal industry was begun*

T* J* Asher began eonstruotion of a railroad from

Wasioto along the (Jumberland River to his property at Toe

Jay* !I5i© LouiAville and Hashville Railroad CoB5)any took over

there and built the line to EarIan and eumborland* People

did not realize then, according to Ward that this would lead

to production of fourteen million tons of coal annually and

a payroll of approximately fifty million dollars annually.

A coal mining Industry was not considered an industry which

would support 70,000 people*

August 5, 1911 was the date of the shipment of the first

oar of coal from the coimty* Only 25,841 tons of coal were

shipped at the end of that year*

It took the first World War and the post-war needs to

hurJir along the development of the coal Industry in this

county* Rapid progress was made from 1940 to 1950,

The county easily could produce fifteen million tons

of coal yearly, with sufficient cars and labor, leading to

an annual payroll of approximately sixty million dollars*

The county has come along steadily since 1911*

The City of EarIan is located in the Black Mountain

range of Cumberland Mountains, in the extreme southeastern

portion of the state of Kentucky* It is the county seat of
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th# enmity of Harloa*

fho fiilnlnistvativo ofptniefttion lias boeea slow in

ehm&ing* tip to 1947^ fcho sniMiinintondlont feook all tho no*

•ponslblllfcy tov tho atoiniitFatlyo dntioi# H# had all tho

aut2)onity and triad to aolwa all y:io prol»la!i»«

From 1947 to 1951 tha auporintandant of ooheoli

gan to daligata mora authority to tha araa prineipals and

auparriaora as la shown on |ia)(a 11 • At praaant tha sohool

organisation is a oooparatira affair*

praaant AdministraUira Organisation of tha Barlan Qomtsr

Sobeol syatwt

Hia Snoarintendant* ^gha mporintoMmt is tho oMaf

axaoutiva offieer of tha Board of Mnoation* All manhara

of tha staff carry on their dutiaa ondar his diraetion* Ha

is appointad by tha County Board of Sduoatlon and sarras for

a term of torn yaars*

fha Assistant Sunarlntandant* Iha assistant suparlnt

tandant works dlraetly undar tha suparintendant* Ha sarras

aa a olaaring house for raports from subordlmta officars*

Ha kaaps tha suparintandant informed of the progress and

needs of all d^artments*

bureau of School Servie®, Pablio Sduoation in Harlan
Oonnty (I«e3iingtont University or i^iuoky# 1947^ p* 00*7
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gglaaigftXa# ^ «i« largtJf

art ajfea priaoipaiB, each 03a» aaaliilBtratiYely rtspo&i^liXt

t9x aXX aahaoXs wlthis his area*

Aaalstaat ggtncipaXa* Aa asaislaat priaolpaX is

deslgnateft fo» sa«h Xar^ s<ShooX« Hs rsXiSTSS ths ajyaa

paiaolpaX of many of th« dstails of aamioistratioa aad allows

hiia to devote most of his tim ̂  supervision and eUJainittm*

tion affairs, louder this pXa» every teaofeer in the ceuaty

have the leadership of a prineipaX and eonvenlent oenters

for faeuXty meetings*

Shis pXan reauXts in more effioient administration

and supervision of Harlan County SohooX System*

gXementary prlneloaXs* An SXementai^ prlnelpaX is

designated for eaeh eXementary sohooX* AXX ̂ e eXementary

prineipais teaeh exoept in tee sehseXs* these tee sdheeXs

have more than ten teaohers*

gdaeationaX Ohjeetlves ef KarXan Oounty sehooX*

X* heveXopment of sound health praotioes and strong,

healthy IndividuaX

S« Provisions of oppertonitles for creative expres-

si on:

(a) Srowth in ahiXity to meet life situations
in eays that are nee to the lndivi&uaX»
and
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(b) inor^aao drivo on past of t2io
individiial, fo» oso&tivo oxpnooBieiit

a* Soirolopaent of Givio Gompotonoo

a* SdaoatiM fen Gltlsonililp
Ssponlenees in P«iaoenati0 living

Pivieiea of inatnactioa and MttlnletgatlTO gerrieee

flso divisltn of iaatfaetion oeondinatoa tho wonlt of

«apeyvi8i«tt» aid* eapomloono, hoxping toaeiiono, pninoipala

and toai^ona in t^in offonto to iapnovo inotnuotiea* t)ko

dinooton of tliio divioio& io mndon ̂  aoi^otant oaponintoM«

o&t«

trndon l&o dinoetios of the divioion of iaotnaetien

avo aXX hi^ sobooX oaponviaons, axx hoXpiiig

toa«^enop tb» ooondinatono of to anea trade oeiioola and of

diitritutivo oduoatloBf and a laatorlaXo taroaa ithi^ oaroo

for 1^0 distnitation of free toact tooko*

fho diroeter of the divioion of admlslotnativo aorviooo

roporte dlrootx^r to to aoaiotaat anporintondont* fho depart*

mailt of Goneao and Attondanoo and to dopartment of Baoinoas

Affairs are andor this division*

EarXan Goonty la Xooated in the mountain area of Kon*

taoly in to ontroiao soutoastern part of to otato* fho

oouttty is reotaneaXar in aliapo olth a Xongth frcn east to

vest of approximatoiy thirty miXos and a oidth fr^ north to
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aouth of about fifteen miles* The county has a total area

of 469 S(|uare miles and ranks seventeenth in size in the

state#

Pinb Mountain extends the entire lingth of the county

along the northern boundary and covers about one-fifth of

•ttie total area of the county# This section of the cotinty Is

very rugged, undeveloped and sparcely populated# The Oiuft-

berland Mountains extend the entire lingth of the county

along the southern boundary. Two spurs of this mountain

range cover large portions of the county# Thus the county

consists of an alternation of steep ridges and narrow val

leys# Three small streams flow between the ridges in the

eastern half of the county uniting near the town of Harlan

to form the Upper Cumberland River# Only In the narrow

flood plains of rivers and creeks is there any semilevel

land#*^

The principal natural resoiorces of Harlan Ctounty is

coal# Almost all of the land Is underlain with coal seams

ranging In thickness from a Tew Inches to about five feet#

All of the coal is bituminous and almost all of it has a

hi^ commercial value because of its hi^ B,T#U# rating

'^Ibld## p# 1.



u

A&& %m midi eofittiit*

fli« tUl&M iA B»a3l«a Goontr wvt

•A t)«feA« X9I0* Sh« 4tiff s«uvd«s of indoiso of tho iAholdit*

ft&ti of tin oeifuitsr woro fajenlAA ̂  log^ag^ Siaeo auist of

tin XobA is pooAljT adoptoA to agrioultuvoi fassaijsg was on a

asaXX soaXo* Today ̂ iXy a oaall poAOontago of tho popular

ticm AopoflAi upon fasalag fof a litlag* fho n&rrow flood

plaiiio of tho OnishoAliuid Bioov sM tho ofooks aoo still vooy

fofftils and pnodaotivo*

fbns Eanlan Ooanty holds an onviablo position in tho

stato in its posaosalon of natonal nosoonoos. fho eonaty

psoduoos oTor twonty popoont of tho total amcamt of ooai

aiMd in tho stato—»*«oaply tHoo as moh as any othon ooonty*

Sinoo lt30« tho rato of prodaotioa has oaniod fnoa yoar to

ytan« hat tho ammal avooaio has hoon wall ahote 10,000,000

tons* Tho oaluo of tho eoal alono inoaros tho oounty a yo«»

latiooly high sank in tosas of natural wealth*

Bof oro 1910 AO Harlan Oounty roaidonta wtro ongagod

in ooal atining as a full^tiiso oooupation* By 1940, tho

susihor of poraona so ongagod had rison to 12,414* This

tim»* noprosontod two^^thirds of tho 19,809 gainfully ob»

ployod porsons of tho ooonty* Tho important plaoo whloh

ooal mining holds in rolation to othor typos of smploymont



15

TABLE II

IMPLOYMEHT STATUS OP HAHLAH COUNTY RESIDENTS, 1940

Industry In which Efflployed
ed®r

Cottl Mining 12,580 34

Agrloulturo, Finance and Real Estate 995 116

Professional and Related Service,
Natural Gas Production and Public
Emergency Work 756 806

Retail trade (except food and dairy
products, motor vehicles, accessories,
and filling station)• 485 197

Domestic Services and Automobile Storage 160 571

Railroads and Itotor Vehicles 585 56

Food and Dairy Products, Trucking Service,
Sawmills and planing Mills and Construction 1,214 63

Eating and Drinking Places and Amusement 188 148

Hotels and Lodging Places and Amusement 92 190

Ydiolesale Trade and Laundry 267 61

Logging, Quarries, Forestry and Fishing 223 1

Government, Personal Service and
Communication 242 126

Manufacturing, Business and Printing 212 14

Seeking work 1,782 689

Industry Hot Reported 257 54

Total Gainfully Es^loyed 17,839 1,970

^otupoej feureau of Sdaool Service# i^uVlic__BAueatlon in
Harlan County (Lexington: University of Kentucky, 1947)•
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iB BhB«a in fable ii page X6«

eveiry oltlzen of the aomty la eeoniMloaXl^

Aependeat, Aiveetly er iiiaireetajr» upon ooml aiJiiag* iheh

the aijaeB are epemtijog at eapaeltyt btuBlneea a&d aerviee

e«tabU)ihsieats px^eaper* Whea the aliieB are eXoeed« aiaoet

ever^raaa saffers*

All of the people of the eeaatp are latereeted in

suilatalhliig a hi# rate of ooaX proAaotiott# Sverjr eitiaeji

aXse haa a XegitlBiate latereat la the aXXooatioa of a fair

tfiare of the laeome from eeaX to the malateaaaoe of easea*

tlaX aooiaX eerrleea aad aodara ataadarOa of Xltlag*

aetaiX saxaa

AeeorAlaK to the ualted statea Aeaaua heport far X940,

Earlaa Geaatp ra^a aiaeth la the atate la re^lX aaXea* Oa

the bagia of per eaplta ealea» EarXaa raaka above all of Ita

ael^beriag eoaatieat but la aurpaased bjr au^ eouatiea aa

Jefferaoa» fajrette, aa& Eeateat ahi^ have lar^se traaiag

eeatera withia their bordm* the reXatlveXjr hij^ pealtioa

of the eooatp la per eaplta retail aaiea la a further la&l-

eatloa ̂ t Earlaa la net aa eeofiOBtloallr poor emnty*

previoua to 1910^ the eosBBoaltar of Earlaa was haoira

aa Uouat pleaaaat* la ̂ t rear» the aaoe Earlaa appeara

for the flrat tlise la the Ealted statea Ceaaua Report aM

the population la Uated ae 657. fhla early village of
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Xomit PlAnsaxit was toim&sd try ssttlajfs twm Tlrglxtia albwat

Vm %im Haylau Csonty was sstaa^UiAxed is 1019*

fho shief iMastyiaX assst of l^e oounty and villags

in 13X0 was lamtrsf*

Building of LouJstilXs and irashTllls railroad In 1911,

furnished a means of transpartation of ooal* Harlan beoamo

a geograpiiical aM ooaraerolal oenter of a great ooal mining

industry, '^oem days" began wbitSi lasted until 19S8 and

1929, Harlan now ranks fiftb in population and elij^th in

wealth*

from 1910-1920 the population grew from 657 to 2,647

and from 1920 to 1930 it 0m tsm 2,647 to 4,877 aooording

to the oensus* In 1950, it was 4,845* fhe scftiools of Ear*

Ian hate shown a grow^ oorrespondlng to growth and develop*

Bient of the entire oomunity and eounty*

Oeographioally, Eanan is looated in the valleys, and

flats of three oreeks, liartins fork, poor Fork, and Glover

Fork whi^ uaito noar tho oity limits to form tho hiatorlo

Oamberiand River* the Oity and its suburban distriots are

■arroundod by the mountains, iSiidi arise abruptly from the

narrow valleys and provide jiataral barriers against tho

goograithioal expansion of tho oommonity.

Harlan Ocmnty was organised in 1819* it was named
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£o£ QII&& mxhmrn %9 2.9X0« thi« oo^tjr ms

an a||»l4ultai>ai seotiea* Siuoa X9X0 it has baaii lAxgitly

X£&matrial«

fha preBoat AdsdnlatjpatiVB organisation of HarXan

County saiiooXa la a oooporativa affair* Authority i« doXo*

l^t«a to Adainiatratera*

She popuXation of tho County has grown from X,90X in

X820 to 72*225 in X950*

!Shia county prodoooa otoj? twonty peroont of the total

azaount of ooal mined.*

JSho oounty is loaated. in the mountain area in the

exttomo •outheaatern part of the atate*

She s^ooXa of SarXan* the oounty seat* ha?e ahown a

growth oorreapending to the growth of the entire eoomunity*



CHAFIEH in

SUEHENfm KIXTCUSXCI ZB HmAB GCBJira*!

IBZQrnXm

Za Gbapttr ZZ w« saw hw %lm aavXy aattXvrs aaraad

a Uvln«0 whara thap oaaia faom and ahaa Rarlaa vaa aattlad,

A %3?iaf Matarloal and iaoRrapMoaX akatdh of ̂ a aeanty

vaa pvaaantad* In thla oliaptar aa attanq^t iriU 1»a aada %o

show tha aBtabXliOiaaat of tha aaal; aahooXa aad taaaa thair

davaXapoaat froa tha aarXlaat paalod to tha praaaat,

Bdaaattea Vftiom ta X840

XdttXa la haeim ahoat aflheoX Xifa la tha pioaaar dapa

of EaaXaa Ooaatp. za X8h0 thaia waaa 84X OhlXdraa twm tha

agaa of flva to flftaaa jraaaa* alxty-foor of aham attaadad

tha thraa a^ooXa la tha aooaty.

Bdaoatioa X840«>xet0

Bia aomhaa of aohoeXa had iaeraaaad to fortpHolaa by

X889, aoYoataaa with tama of fiwa moatho and thiaty-twe

with tanaa of moatha*^ fk9 avaaaigi aoathXy aaXary for
taaohaaa la X860 waa |£XtTX« fhyty-aoToa of ̂ aaa foaty*

Biaa aahooX bulXdiai^ waaa Xog aad two faaae* AXX tha

taaohaaa waao aaa. fha totaX waXaa of thaaa haiXdiaga waa

^Raoeada faom Coaaty 3apaalatandaat*a AaaoaX Raport,
(Faaakfeat, Raataelcy}*



so

|8»060« wty# m 111s2ravi«8, no prlvato sohoolot no

aoadonloo and no high sonooXs in the oonnty at this tine.

In 1836, lodorax Aid nas seooned* Kentaokjr noooitod

|1,4S3»757. In X638 the interest of $860,000 was set aside

for edueation*

Commissioners sere appointed 67 the Superintendent

from X838 to 1848, Ho report of RarXan County was given

from X838 to X846, fhe Commissioners held institutes*

Oertifieation of garXr fearers

prerious to X85S, the peopXe of KarXan County thoui8kt

any one oouXd teaoh sohooX* Ho eertifioation nas required

of the teaohers* In X862» the first certifioates were

issued upon oraX examination*^ Sven then, a person who
eouXd speXl a few simple words was issued a oertifioate*

Later a written examiimtion was raqtuired* In 1864 oerti*

fioates were issued as first and seeond olass*^ HinaXXy
in X9X4, the eertifieates were not only oXassified hut

graded*

By X850 the ottsmen sdiooXs were fuXXy estahXlShed*

In 1889, a definite eourse of study and a list of

^Aot of ̂ e General AssenibXy, X86X.X882*

3
Aet of the General AssmthXy, X864*



n

th« %^%99k» to bo osod vojpo avttlXaliXo to aU tho Coioiitjr

Sapor Ifiton&tatB •

SabXo XH ahfidrB that aXX aohooXs ooro throo ooaths

toM boforo X880« Xt ahovo tho iaoroaao in attoadaaoo

froia 66 ia X846 to S070 ia X890«

Xa X890t a aov eoaatitatioa «aa adoptod la Eoatuokp

whieh proTldod that "fho QoaoraX Aaatt&bXp ahaXX bp propor

XogiaXatioa proTido for aa offloioat apatom of ooassoa

BohooXa throaghoat tho atato*"^
Xa X890 thoro woro 54 toaohora la HarXaa Cooatp, XO

heXdlag flrat eXaaa oortlfloatooi X5 hoXdiag aoooad oXaaa

oertlfieatoa aad 30 holding third cXaaa oortlfloatoa* 3p

X9X0 ttioro woro 63 toa^ora, S3 holding flrat oXaaa eertl«

floatosi 38 aoooad oXaaa and Z third oXaas* in X935 ̂ oro

woro SOS oXoAoatarp toaohora, 40 oolXogo gradtiatoa aboTo

two poara and 87 with Xoaa than two poara* xa X947 thoro

woro 3X5 oXOBMntarp toaohora, X3 with aoro than four poara

of ooXXogo, 45 with fonr poara of ooXlego, 42 with throo

to four poars <o£ ooXXogo*

gXoaontary Muoatloa la HarXaa Goaatr X890«»X95X

hp 1890 Idioro w»ro f If tp^eao public aohooXa la HarXaa

Couatp and ono prlvato aohooX« fhoaa were taught la fortp

\ontuekp Conatltutloa, X890»»Soetloa X83,



zz

9mjt III

X coMPABxsos 09 wmm of Moms Tmma

AXS AffSHBAHCS OF fm OOOITT SCSOOL

Tear Xe« of HeatAia AttenftaBoe

X84S Be Beperf 66

1350 498

1055 8 586

1860 8 567

1865 8 486

1870 8 508

1875 8 Be Beport

1880 8*4 577

1885 8*4 Be Seport

1890 8*4*5 8070

Source: Bureau of SoBooX 3erFice« A Hietcry of puSsUe
gducaUca in geatuotor (a^xiJ^ou: of Se&tHioicjr,

J'li -I- .-.I- r . .1 ..v. ia;i.irt



thrtt* beaMa and Mna fraoa kouaasi having a total

valua ot $3«4dO» lo taaohar «a8 a graduate ot a aozmai

SQhooI* Shore were S»2X0 ̂ IXdren enroXled In sohooX*

She County Superintendent was paid three hundred doXIara

(|300) a year* She foXXowing year there were tifty-five

a^ooXa, thirty-two with five aontha* six with four montha

and aeventeen with three months* In X9X0 there were fifty-
5

seven s^ooXs in the oounty, ten log and forty-seven frame*

Shese hxLiXdings were vaXued at tS0,000» with eanipment

vaXued at $8000* Share were no sohool libraries* She

average monthXy saXary was |ISX*00 for sen and |38*00 for

weaen* fhree weaen teaehers had attended a state Horaax

SohooX or Stato University* One man was a eoXXege graduate*

She totaX enrolXment ma 3,352 with 2,265 enrolXed in grades

one and two,

She authentio souree of information eonoerning the

establishment of the first pubXio sohooX in the City of

HarXan is the first and original Minute book of the first

board of sohool trustees in Harlan* Shis book is on file

in the office of the Superintendent of City sOhooXs* EarXan«

Zentuohy# Quoting from ths Mimte book page XO oeneerning

the first meeting of the board of trustees, we read as

®John A Potson, Sooio Baekground and
HarXan County (Hashvixxe, Tennessee:

eaohers, 1942), p, 88.

ing Eduoation
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follovs:

Harlan, Eontuo):; Maroli 3Xi 19X1* At a
aaotixtg of tha &uljr aXaotad frusiaes of tim Harxan
Orada Conmion Sohool Bialviot :no* X, this da^
oaXXad aM haXd in tha tawn of HarXan* at tha
Offioa of the Ccmnty Superlntanaant hy W« i*
BalXay, Goonty SapaflfitanAaat of SarXaa Ooaaty,
for the puypose of organizing a Or ado School in
SarlABt SantaelGr* at aliiak foXXoving trnataaa
ware present; John B* XawiSi, f. W. Eagert B*
Howayd and Br* w« B* Gowoad*^

By ardor of tha ahawa tmataaa tha aahoaX waa daaig-

natad aa "fha EarXan €^Mkdad GoBsaaii aahaoX*** At tha aaxt

aaating of the tmataaa* a tax rate of SO eanta par |X00«00

was Xatiad on aXX property far tha support of tha aehooX*

fhe aohaoX diatriot waa laid eat and these hoandcu*iea remain

anohanged axoapt in minor inatanoaa* fhla firat eommon

school of HarXan ampXoyad four toachora to direct and toaoh

all gradea* and auoh hiih aehoeX aah^eeta aa were offered*

School q^uarters were rented until X9XB«^
After 19X0 tha larXan City School system hagan te

grow rapidly. low huiXdings ware areotad and more hired.

In X9G0 tha oity aehaoX ayatam had an anroXXaant of 1*600

atudants* fhara were more than BO teaohera in this aohooX

ayatem.

^Baoorda af Harlan Oocnty iOnuta Booh of City Board
of Sohool fruatoaa, 19X1, p« 10*

^'Bureau of SchaoX Samoa* A History of BuhXlo Sduoa.
tion in gantuehy (Xaxlngtoni Enivaraily of t!onluol^, ,
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Siwglatgniftiitg^ A t$w of tlL« saperlntttnAgiitg la

t2i« KMrlAA Olty s<dioeX Sjrst«a ajw as follows: Faol Hook,

H« Zi» EonAorsGa and Forvostor Sharps.

frmtssB. Froini 1878 to 1908 Harlaa Gooaty had

trustsss* fhsa sah^istriot trustsss was adoptsd* fhsss

traatsss did ths hirlag aad firiag of tha teaohsrs* Oral

sxsaiaatloas ware givaa to ths teashsrs hy thass trustsss.

fhsy visitad ths sohool aad aads reports to the Cezaaissioasr

aad later to ths sapariataadeat as to what ware the ooadl-

tioas of ths sohools.®

fhs Goaaty Board of Bduoatloa hagaa la 1908. za 1921

*^0 Sapsrlatsadsat was appoiatad hy ths Gouaty Board of isduea*

tioa«

fahls IT glwas ̂  aaaiss of the suparlataadsats la

Harlaa Gouaty from 1886 to 1961 aad ths raags la salary*

It shows that ths salary lasraasad from |378 a year la 1886

to $4,800 a year la 1961.^

Golorsd Spools

®ha growth of oolorad si&eola la Harlaa Gouaty has

%asa Mssh. fall sad Spring Status of Harlaa Slsasa-
puplls tieSSxrilU: 9hS t?airsraltr of gsaaaaasi^.

^Stats Bspartnaat of Sduoatloa, Stats Suparlatsadsats
Aaoaal aad Blaaanal Ssports, 1660*1960«
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sltWe |a 1890 two ooloroA soiioeli with an

OAWoUaoAt of Bovonty* la 1984 thoro wore 18 sehools with

aa earoiaaiat of 1»044« la 1980 the oaroUaeat had ia*

oroasod to 1,S96« fho oolorod sohoola are looatod at the

followlog plaooBt Borhaa, lyaoh, Sarlaa, Cloa^liat. Terda,

Shltlda, Loaolloa» KlldAT, Coxtoa* fway, Ugfiott, Taaoy and

Ghowrolot*

eawood Sohool

Bit oawood Sohool had Ito hoglnaia^ down under the

HIU Where Flaley say'e howe ie now hullt* it was a one

reoa aehool with siany windowa and two doore* Some of the

toaehera that taa^t in thia aehool were Miaa Hayaea, itlaa

Hill» Joe Oawood and Jeha Oawood.

inter the a^ool waa aoted to the hill whi^ la now

a little tillage. In ̂  year 19E6« Gaweod SOhool eonalated

of two aoparato huildiaga with fite elaaarooaa, Jaaea A

Oawoedt who la now the Couaty Sehoel superlnteadeat waa the

Frlaoipal of thia Uttle a^ol, the two huildiaga were

ooaaooted aad three wore elaaarooaa were added, Cawood kept

growing at a rapid paee, Jeaa Maya of Barhoartille aorted

aa Friaeipai of Oawood sohool with eiidit teaehera,

Foreater Sharp, new Earlea Sii&k s^ool supariatoadoAt,

Oharloa Chuialoy, Oharloa Staolo, John Burkhart, fad poo,

Edward Oawood, Storott Hoppor, Tirgll KoOlainary, paxa Oartor
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In 1947 thisrt one eXementajqr so^ools in

Eanlan Coont^r* fbere mse 39 pm xooia« 13 two rooos* 8

ttoee roomst 3 four rooms* 5 five roooui and 10 six or more
11

xooBR* fhe average monthly salary was |isa»89« l£ke total

snrollnsnt was 12*435* ff7onty«fivo peroent of the teaohers

Imd less than two years of ooUege* Shree of those elemen*

tary schools are stone, twelve hriok and fiftyHiix are frame,

Oertifleatioa of tea^rs frea 1920 to 1951

tSL 1920 the teachers took written examinations as

they had dene in the past. All applioants hat to have one

year of Hiidi School or Eoraal School,^ In 193S, the exBiiti<*

nations were eleminatet. All tea^rs or rather new teachers

needed one year of ooUege in order te get an ilementary Oer*

tlfieate, in 1934, all new teaehers needed two years of

college in order to get a oortifioato to teach in elementary

aehools,^ Sarlan County met these re^uirexoents until 1942,
In 1942 was the beginning of Saergenoy Certificates*

In 1941, Earlan Geunty didn^t have any jSmergeney or

permit teachers. In 1951, Earlan County has 115 ezcergenoy

^Buroau of School Ssrvloe, pubUo Sducation in Karlan
County (mxington: Enivorsity of Etkiuiky., 1947 j,. ' ' " ■

^Aets of taio Qonorsl Assee^ly, 1920,
^Aots Of the General Assembly, 1932,
14
Acts of the General Assembly, 1934«
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teachers in elamautary sahoola a«4 soiafi of \ifhoa are serving

as prinolpala of small elsmenliary schools#

fhe oarricalura of a largo percentage of the elemen-

tary a^^ools are rigid with very little flexibility# !l!he

days program tends to be broken up into nuiaeroua ahort

periods# Suoh schedules laake it difficult to do any type
15

of teaclxing other than the usual textbook teaching#

In 1947 all the elementary sohoola in Harlan County

were increased from 7 to 9 moatha in length# In 1951 the

aohoola eantimed their term to the same length#

Slementary aahoela were alow in developing previous

to 1910# Sinoe 1910« the sc&oola have many prohlema# fhe

problem faeed of housing the Sbildren has caused great eon*

eern#

in 1830 tlmre iwre elxty*four children In s<aiool# in

1950 there were over l£#006«

fhe earliest aeheola ware taught in log houses#

previous to 1852 no Certification was required of the

teachers#

fhia eounty had trustees from 1870 to 1908# fhey

hired the teachers# visited the seheols and made reports to

the Commissioner#

^®Bareau of Sdheol Ssrvlee# Wlio Sdueatlas in Harlan
County (lezlngtent University of Kentuexy# 194^}#
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In 1921, ttie sxipepinteMent ©f stshoola was appnintad

l)y tfcit County Board of Education#

Colored 3<aioola have increased from two in 1890 to

thirteen in 1950#

Cawood sdiool had its "beginning in a small on© room

house with many windows and two doors. Hew rooms were added

until it hecame m ei#it teacher aeiiool, in 1945 this

huildlng turned# A new building costing over $100,000 was

erected in 1947#

Ihere were ei^ty oi» eleiaentary sOhooXs in the

oocnty in 1947#

!Qie teachers met the state reg.uirements for Certifi.

oates from 1930 to 1940# In 1951 there were 115 emergency

tea^rs in the elementary a^iccls#

She curriculum of a large percentage of the sohocls

is rigid with very little flexibility#

She schools have improved but there is still plenty

of roem for improvement#
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Brnmrnm smrcAfios X5 nmM oamx

1893.-1980

Oli&ptOT in# tli« tstatillsteiit &£ tbt

wsl^ s€liool0 and tmottd dmlopumt twm th« eavUast

^9iod ta «h9 pr«89n9* Hils Ohapt«]^ will tvaeo tho d9T«l<^-

ment ̂  %lm mmMAVf sobaolft fvan tha 0arli98t p«9iod to

-yie proaent.

She early hiatery ef aeeendary eduoatiea in Earlan

Ooaaty la a atery ef early aeadeniiea. She aeadeoiea

the firat aeeoadary a^ieela in Barlan Cermty* She hi«h

aehoola came later and aeaie eentlnaed in the plaee ehere

the aeadestiea haft been er^^anised*

Aoadeailea* prieate SeheeXe and Kifdt SeheeXa 1ft Harlan

Oennty frem 1891*1980

She Breitbyterlan Ghoreh established ̂ e Earlan Aeademy

In 1091 in Mt* Tleaaant later kaoen as Harlan* She aoheel

naa diai^ntlnaed in 1916* She fallowing year a Q^aannlty

Sflhool was organised at Saithhy the saae GShnreh* It was

diaaentimLed in 190O. She inariean Miaaionary Aaaoelation

of the Congregational and Ohrlatian Ghnrohea eatahlii^ed a

aehool on TooftaaB Greek Ohont 1898* It was leeated at Swarta

and waa oalled Blank Mountain Aoadeay*
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present sohool at Bvarts la an outgrowth

0t th© old Black filountftin Acadomy# Hh^ work of the acadosiy

was given up by th© mission board after th© coming of th©

railroad into Bvarts in 1911• The school work continued

as county work^ and In 19^ th© property was boufdit by th©

County Board of Sducatlon#

BSnham HI ah School« In 19S0 this school had its

beginning# The first class was graduated In 1924# In

1940 Benham High School, in addition to the main building,

there is Included a woodworking and handicraft shop, em

automotive mechanic shop and a music center# Th© total

enrollment In Benham High School in 19^-41 was 254* All

of the teachers, ©accept th© teaihera of woodworking and

automotive mechanics wore college ^aduates# The salaries

of th© teachers were higher than the Harlan County schedule

and range from |9oo to $2025*

Black Star Hl^ School end Bvndh Hltdi# These schools

had their beginning In 1925# they have an enrollment of 225

students In Black Star and 676 in liynoh# Tbie coal companies

at Black Star and Lynch had a part in the building of these

schools# &ey continue to aid these schools In supplement**

ing to© teachers salaries and running club houses for toe

teachers#

Pine Hountaltt Settlement School# In 1915, Hiss Ethel
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do Long and Mlas K^thorlno Pottifc founded this settlement

school# Pine Mountain Settlement is an endowed institu

tion# Hhe total funds held as of January 1, 1941# were

$336,061#63# Ho loeal group or agency had any authority

in controlling its program or development# 1?he plant con

sisted of twenty buildings and 336 acres of land# The

facilities of the Pine Mountain Settlement School limit

the enrollment of 100 boarding students# In 1942# there

were twenty eight staff mecdJers# Twenty five of this group

were college graduates# These without a degree were a

house mother, a secretary and a bookkeeper * In 1949#

this school was taken over by Berea College and the Harlan

County Board of Education# The High School was discontinued

in 1948# This school was made a consolidated grade school#

grades 1 throu^ 8# Pour of the county grade schools were

combined with the Pine Mountain Settlement School# Harlan

Coimty R>ard of Education hire teachers for the school#

Berea College use this scliool as a training school# The

students taking practice teaching, do their practice

teaching at Pine Mountain Settlement School# The students

who complete the eighth grade at this school are able to

attend the school at Berea if they desire#

The Cumberland High School was initiated in 1929# In

1940-41# this school had an enrollment of 264* It has con»
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tixBied to grow rapidly* At present it Is the wioond

largest high school in Harlan County*^
Harlan Hifh 3<^ol« fhe four year sonior hi^

school in the city of Harlan vas established, in 1917 and

was open to city and ooiinty atudents# For the year a total

of t^renty-one teachers were anployed* Since 19B6 this hi^

school has heon a m«aiidl>er of the southern assooiation of

Colleges and secondary s#ioola»^
Hall Hirii School* la 1934. the owners of the property

at arays Knob gaTO the use of a brioh oonimissary to the Hor*

Ian County Board of Bdueation for a hl^ school* A atoiw

gymrasiua was built on a laoant lot near the sodiool in 1935*

In 1939| a new building costing #110»000 was erected near

the gyanasiua and the old building. In September 1940, a

trade school, teaching woodwork, metal work, electricity

atid automotive meehanies was opened in the old oommissary

bxiilding* fhe total enrollment in Hall Hi^ School in 1940-

41 was 431* All of the teachers were college gradimtea and

each was teaching in the field of special training* The

salaries of the teaohers were based on the Harlan County

single salary schedule and range from |d55 to |1,500* The

John Pot son I gocie Baekgrooad and a Changing Bduea
tion in Harlan Ocunty iKshviiie* Tennessee; Seorse pedbody
College for Teachers, 1947), p» 147*

%ne* Pit*
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sohool had the QfiXjr pehllo library in the area«

wniitif Ttiffi jinftiafii. wallina Si^ Soheol had Ita

beginning in 1937* It had an enroliioent of 190 in 1940*

41*

l^yal Hi A Sehoel* loyal Ei^ Sohool wag ereoted

in 1939 with seventeen rocaw# Another addition waa eera'*

plated in 1941* In 1941 all the teaohera were eoUege

gradnatea* in this aaaa year* the total enrolment was

703 while that of grades nine through twelve was 313*

There are nine hi^ aohoola in Harlan County* Seven

of these hi^ a<diool8 are oounty aohoola and two oity aohoola*

The total enroUsent in the oounty high aohoola for the year

1940*41 was 2*103*^

Oertifleation of Teadhera in Harlan County in 1941

Table 7 Shows the range in training of the teaohera

in Harlan County in 1941* It Shows that only three teaohera

had leas than two years of oollege and only one below two

years of oo^egei 192 had from 3 to 4 yeara of oollege and

144 had degrees*^

In 1940*41 there was little provision mde for super*

vlaora and apeoiai aubjeot teaohora* saoh aOhool with two

or more teactiiera had one desii^ted as prinoipal* only two

®Ibid*, p* 308*

p. as.
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SABLS T

QQJMm fEAira§ or HAEJuAH OOIfflfT TSAGHBRS Xt^CMUl

in Aaioaitt of OeXlogo fraisiiig Tsar X940«X9I1

BoXow OolXei^ X

0«3 seatsber Emsn 2

33«63 S«iB08t«r Hours 0

64-lHO soiaoater Hours
/

X9S

B* s« Bsgroo and aboirs X44

MfiSStiem iThwiS g>xmoa«etr ggorg^
15? gkofilga, 1947) •
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priaoipaXs is the d@aii4y» InaXuaiitg hl^ aoliooX8» Oo not

toaafei« Sixty^tno taaob liaXf tlaw on xsone an& flvo toa^

Xass than half tioa* ^v« iroro two attahdaaeo offioona

who hapt tho sohool oeasast iaauoa free boolca» oheohod

toaohera reports and jaafte reports for the state Bepartaieiit

of Edneatien*

A4»lt gAaoatioa

the fterelopnent of an a4alt o&uoatioii program In

Harlan Ooonty has reoeifod seae attention* Boring lt41«

4B, in response to the war needy and in oooperation with

the Federal Goremmenty two aohools provided defense pro«

grams in aotomohile meohaniosy welding and radio signaling*

Shore are three mine sehoole for adolts with a eorrioolom

designed to help men tg help men to pass the state exaasina*

tion for a mine for«Ban*s aertifieate and to help other men

heoome tetter wo^teen* One sohool has ni^t typing olaasos

for adolts, another woodworhingy and two others have hmae

eeonomio greopa whiOh is hased on the interest of the mothers

and inolodes sooh ̂ ings as oanningy sewing and orafts* one

sohool has a night olass in aalesaamtiiip for en^loyed por«>

sons*

In 1946*47 the Rarlan Ooonty Sohools provided formal

odooatien for adults in the field of vooational training only*

Tooational training is providtd for vetorans of World War ii.
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"beih in negolar oiasa»fl and on t&e job* ^ total nonbar

onroXlsa ia around 600 but i^t all of theso lifo In Sarlan

County I aomo Totorans txm ourroundlnis; oountiooi Boll* Enox

and Clay are glTon Tooatlonal training*^
In 194B a guidanoo dirootor ms employod obooo dutios

wore to supeFViae beginning teaebera* and others reduost-

ed it* to oooperate with Barlan County planning Oounoil

in the annual guidanoe inatituto, to help administer a test*

ing serwioe desigaad to aid teaehers and students in Tooa«

tlonal guidanee* and to worh with o(smannities on oarrloalua

ohanges*

fhe Ourrioultaa

Wm elementary and seoendary sdiools of Rarlan County

base their ourrioula on ̂ e state adopted oourse of study

for rural communities althoui^ the county is almost entirely

Industrial, since only & per oent of the employed workers

are engaged in agrieulture*

in 1947 Harlan school systwe had an assistant super*

Intendent who did some supervising in the hi^ schools*

fhere wa4an*t a guidanoe director in any of the high schools*

Swo attendance officers took care of the spools attendanoe

reports and did some supervising in the rural spools* Bo

^Records of County Superintendent's office*
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hi^ scbool principal did any teaeiiing*

In 1947 the administrative organization of Harlan

County School System was organized on a line and staff

basis.

The superintendent of schools is Indicated as the

chief administrative officer, responsible directly to the

board.

The position of the assistant superintendent is on

the same level as tliat of other administrative officers,

but also includes the duties of supervisor of high schools.

Idnes of authority and responsibility consequently do not

flow from the superintendent directly through his assistant

to all other educational workers. Ho particular person,

except the superintendent is responsible for the administra

tion of pupil transportation and for the business officers

of the school s-^stem, which employs 415 teachers and spends

over a million dollars annually.

Principals recommended teachers. Janitors, school

Itinchroom managers, and substitute teachers for their

schools. They were responsible for all types of extra

curricular activities carried on within their schools and

for the accounting of funds raised within the school and

throu^ school and community activities.

A
Bureau of School Service, Public Education in Harlan

(toTuity, (Lexington: ITniversity of Kentucky, 194*/)•
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In 1947 the enrollment in Cumberland School

had inoreased to 393^ Benham BSlt Ijrnoh 4S8« l^arta 309»

Hnrlan 413, Loyal 33S# Walllno 376, Blaok Star £10 and

Hall 406, She nusdier of hi|jh sohool teaohera Inereaeed

to 100« fable 71 shows the training of Harlan County fii^

Sohool feaohers. It ehom that 3 teaohera have less than

^ year college, ̂ ree hawe 1 to £ years oollege, 10 wi^

£ to 3 years college, 4 wl^ 3 to 4 years, 48 with a degree,

and 3£ have more than 4 years. It shows that £0 or £0 per

cent of the teachers are emergency teachers.

In 1947 all the hi|h aehoola In Harlan County were

appraised by the TTniwersity of Eentnoky on the basis of

the following:

1, Adaptability to edueational needs*

£, Safety*

3* Healthfulnese,

4* Conwenienee*

8* Aesthetie Sltnese*

She eame olasaifi cations as that for sites - "Sxeellent",

"Ceed", "Fair" and *!Feor" was used for buildings, from tho

standpoint of eonstrueti^, j^sieal oonditlon, and suitabi*.

Uty*

febls 711 shows the range of appraisal of the hi^

eeheols in Harlan County, it Shows that all ths high sohoels

were excellent as to the buildings, as to site one exeellent.
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COI.I23GB fRAIHIIlG OP 7
msjM GooHTr HZGE sGEooi^ m?

Aaount of CoUoflO GfaAos 94»X2
fvaimnfi SolioeX foaakors

Loss than f yoar »

i to 1 year 0

1 to S yoars 3

2 to 3 years XO

3 to 4 years 4

4 years (Eesree) 48

More than 4 years 38

fetal 100

^Soureej Boreoa of Sehool SerTioe, pql>llo Bdnoatlon
in Harlaa Oouaty (zexin^t^; trniTorslty of Kehmoxy,
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CliaraGtevistloB

Site BulXdins SeEoeXs

Pair BxeeXlent CumlaerXfyid

SxeeXXeut SxoeXXeat Beahaa

pair BxeeXXent Srarts

pair SxoeXXeut Xo^X

Pair SxeeXXiiit laXXiua

Pair SxeeXXent EaXX

&ood lacoeXXeut BXaok star

Seiureet Bureau ttf SehooX sertioe, puSUe Bdueatlcn ia
HarXan County {Xexla^ea: tJaiYeral^p er tentuoky,
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<me is^oa ajoa flTd fal:?*

Slie hl^ tohools 0^ Haj^lan County followed tno \isuaX

pxacUo® of req.ui3Mng all papila to ooiaplete oertain atS)-

^oata as pi^oj^oq^uislte to graduation* sobool aystom had

not adopted a policy regarding the nature of suoh require-

menta, hut had Inft tho deoiaion to eac^i school* As a re

sult« there was oonsiderahle variation in the nuiriher and

kinds of auh^eots reg.uired. fable tSII# page 47 present

the list of requireioents in ea^ hi^ school in the county

distriots*

In actual praotiee, the variation in the sub^eots

whioh all pupils oust take is not so great as would appear

from the statements of requirements* Most of the sohools

are snmill and have such limited offerings that no pupil can

obtain the number of oredits re(|uired for ̂ aduation unless

he takes nearly every subjeet offered*

Central office Sanervleory Staff

She present supervisory staff of the Harian County

Schools consista of an elementary supervisor* two helping

teaehers and a health coordinator* m addition* tho assist^

ant suporintondent serves as a part-time supervisor of hi^

schools* fhe helping teachers and ̂  health coordinator

report administratively to tho elementary supervisor who in

turn is responsible directly to the superintendent*
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TABLE VIII

REQUIRED SUBJECTS IH HARLANoCOUNTV HIGH SCHOOLS
1945-46®

Sehool Gz>ado 9

Subjeotfl Required

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Benham English English
Health Health
Phy» Ed, Phy, Ed.

English
Health
Phy. Ed.
AB»r, Hist,

English
Health
Phy, Ed,
Amer, Qov*t

Cninherland
English
Algebra
Gen, 3e,

English
World Hist,
Biolocor

English
Eeononios
Aiaer, Hist,

English

BVarts English
Gen, So#
Oi^ios
Algebra

^glish
World Hist,
Biology

English
Geometry
Amer, Hist,

Blaok Star
English English English

Amer, Hist,

English

Sociology

English

Hall English English
Gen So, Biology
Gen, Math, Algebra

English
Algebra
world Hl8t<

English
Geometry
Amer, Hist,

Loyal English English
Gen, Math
Gen, Solenoe
Clylos

English
Amer, Hist,

English

Wallins English English
Social Sooial
Studies Stt^ies

English
Sooial
Studies

English
Sooial

Strudies

®§oureel feureau or School Servioe, Public Education in
Harlan Count? (Lexingtoni University of JKentuclcy# 1S475, p,182.
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A wide variety of tecflmlciuea has been oraployed in

t!» development of 13ie progcem of supervision in Hnrlan

County* One of ̂  moat praaiaing of these te«ftiniq.ues ia

the preschool conference which was conducted before the

formal opening of school in 1946* Health education* rend

ing, resource-use eduoational programs, the sbhool library

and nutrition were among the problems eonsIdered by the

group*

In addition to leadership in preschool conferen<»a

and diatriot conferences, the supervisory staff engaged in

a great variety of otlier activities* ®ie entire staff gensr**

ally meets each Friday afternoon to formulate plans for the

suooeedlng weeh* fhe plans include such responsibilities as

visitation to individual schools and olassrooms, meetings

wildi local school faculties, arrangements for Intervisltatien

of teachers and school faoulties, and distribution occasion

suggestions on specific prcblcms, suggested units of wei^
9

and Illustrative art materials*

Salary cf High Scft^eol gcachcrs

She average salary of hi£^ school teachers in 1946-46

was mm hundred forty five dollars a month*

Barlan County opened its first high school with 6

^Bureau of Sthocl Service^ public Sduoation in Earlan
County (Jexington; University of Kentucky,' JiM)', p* 1^1
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pupils* The total enrollawnt of all high schools in Harlan

County was 5*496«

Hif^ School Organlg&tion

All the hi^ schools except one have grades 1 through

12. One has grades 1 through 6, Ohnior hi^ 7# 8, 9 and

Senior hig^ 10, 11, and 12.

The teachers of Harlan County High Schools are imieh

store highly trained than the teachers in the beginning of

the first high schools# During the war years, the qualifi-

cations of the teachers decreased tremendously.

SUBBnary

The early hi^ schools in Harlan Cotmty were Academies.

The earliest one was established in 1892.

In 1917, the first high school was established in

Harlan, the county seat of Harlan County.

There were nine high schools in the coxmty in 1950.

Adult education has received some attention. The

total number enrolled in 1946 was 650.

The curriculum is based on the state adopted course

of study for rural communities*

The administrative organisation of Harlan County

Schools in 1947 was organised in a line and staff basis.

In 1947 there were 100 high school teachers in the
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fmnlf p«i?99nt of thoso tea^ro hold mmsgfinoy

oortifioatoo*

Wm •upojnrisory staff of tho Soaatjr Sfl^ooXs ooasioto

of an olomontary ooporvioon* two helping teafl^vs and a

health ooondlaatoir*

She ennollaent of the hl|^ aohoolo has inoneasod

fJTOm 6 papiXo in 1917 to 3»49d in 19&1.

All ̂ e high oOhooli oacoopt one have ̂ adeo one

thnoai^ twelYo.

the hi|^ Bohool teaOhori of the ooontjr at pj^esont

ane moh more hiihljr trained than the toaohere in the early

hi^h BOhoolB*
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IHSflTUfSS ASS HCKM&I. SCHOOLS

3Cn Chapter lit tiie deToIoioaent of seooncLary eduaa«

tion in Harlan Goisnty was preeentea* fhia Chapter will

Show the Isq^ortant paift inetltutee and normals played in

the development of edueation in Harlan County*

County inetitutes and Sormale played an important

part in the development of eduoation in Harlan County*

Siese Semals and Institates ̂ ve the teaehera praetioal

training in metheda et teaching and a reviev ef suhjeet

matter*

Inatitutes lasted a day or two while the Sormaie

lasted from five to ten days* fhsee institutes and normals

were tsni^t hy looal teaehers or eduoators hrou^t in the

eooaty to eonduot the training* in some oases teaohors

from sarlan, Snox and Bell eounties would get togethor and

have a large institute*

She teachers of Harlan County had no normal school

for training from 18S8 to 1890* The Leglslaturo of 1869

provided for Seachors Institutes*^ 13io foe was two dollars*

^State Superintendents Annual and Biannual Resorts
{PrackforT}, Kentueicy: soaie separimieat of Education* iSdIO*
1950}*
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flie institute m& a seSiooX for teaobera where

cmmm s^ool tranohes were taai^t and i^ere l&eaa anO.

methods were presented*

She teachers Institutes in HarXan County were weXX

attended# in X90X the County Stiperintendent stated that

teachers were interested in Ihe meetings#

these institutes were heXd in HarXan COfonty onoe a

year* At the end of the training each teacher took an

ezaiaination in order to get his eertifleate renewed#

She County Superintendent thought these institutes

and HormaXs were is^ortant for teachers# A few of these

Harlan Oimnty Superintend^ts reports are given heXowi

X89X«X893# HarXan County* B# P# HoXan ir#.
Superintendent# for the year ending June 30# XSf3*
schooXs were taught in eaeh of the fifty white
9mmm sohooX distriots of this oounty* and in the
two eoXored sohoeXs* with a hotter generaX average of
attendanoe than any year i^evious# SdaoationaX In
terest is inereasing* feachera are making an
effort to hotter thaXify themseXves* and w negXeot
en l^e part of the trustees and patrons has to a
great extent# disappeared#

the peopXe now pay the tax levied for the
purpose of huixding a 8^ooX#house readily# where
hut a year or so ago they paid reXuctantXy# So,
it is hoped that within a few years there wiXX he
a eomfertahXs and well furnished house for eaoh
distriet in HarXan County# and that the old log# one
window, one door# haekXeas hon^# hXuo haek spoIXir#
eto## will soon disappear#

I speak with pride of the improvement made
hy the teachers of this oounty in the last two
yoars# I fooX that in a few years they wiXX not
ho surpassed hy any in the state#

It is with regret that I reoord the destruo«



53

tlm 57 (Aogpist Z&m) of tho BXaok; McmntaiA
AoafiMBjft «hiob haA booa o»ooto4 aoar tho laoal^
of Tooaia*s emic at a oost of fi^OOO*

It «a« a ooBBBO&ioas talXAing» vearod ty
tho iiatrloan Hisoionarjr Aooooiatioa and ̂ 0
oitiaona of ttat aol^toxluioA*

{Eho prospoot for the omnon a(^ooXs io
fXattoriaiS*

1895«3.696 J« S« Forrester, Coonty Saperln*
teadofitf Barlaa, xy»

In addition to lay atatlatioai report, i
desire to say that patXlo Bmtimnt in favor of
the ooimaon schools is on the asoondanoy in Harlan
aoonty* Sqdio still ohjoot to shat they sail nour
methods, hut, ̂ nerally spealcing the teaMrs
of the Ooonty moot with no sorious hindranoos in
applying the latest n^i^ods of instruction* I
haTO dirooted my heat efforts to building up a
healthy puhlio sentiment in favor of the schools
and improving methods of teaching, and vi^ tho
corporation of an intelligent, ̂ derwake hody
of teadhors, feol that X have suooeoded admirahly*

Xn this oonneotion, X fool that a word is
due those faithful teadiers, more than half of
cdima spend ^eir salaries in preparing thieaselves
for their wozfe* Heretofore, they have he^ com
pelled to leave the eounty for tMs purpose, some
going to WiUiamshurg, some to Xexini^n, while
others have gone to fennessee* However, our
foung men and wosMn may hereaf^r find aocommeda-
iens for this purpose at Cfor own oounty seat,
where a handsome hriok building has reoently been
erected at an expense of |6,600, and a first olass
school opened.

Fifty-two teachers attended the oeunty in
stitute 1095-95* lames Ball, larlan, Kentucky was
the Institute conductor*

1899-1901 W, B, Holen, Superintendent, Harlan
CNmnty scheolst

fhe schools of this County are all in session,
and are doing a better work than in the past year*

Share are fifty-four white and two colored
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distriots Is l&e oouaty, of «hieh forty are tau^t
liy teai^era holdings firstMiaAss eertifleates, fhls
eoDS^ nm has two M# sdhooXs or aoadeisiest one
flitasted at the eoimty seat and the o^er Sbeot
ei^t lailes frosa HsrlaSt at the Meuth of Tooasi's
Oreeh* She SBoOaii Aeadeay Is a good» hrieh haidd*
lag, and has a great oorps of teaehers, the normal
departaont of whicii is ander the supemslen of

• professor E, ?♦ BisjMy* oar most auooessfal teaoher,
who is doing aplsndid work for the yoong teaohers
of the County* Blaok Mountain is a eosimodious
frame huilding* and its teaOhers are doing a good
work in eduoating the young men and wcaaen of the
ooonty*

We have efficdent a hody of teaohers as
any mountain ooonty in the state* We have aheut
thirty good sflhooL4ioases in the county, and
several more under repair* and building* fhe
feachers Institutes and district associations the
past two years, were well attended by the teaohers
who took a ̂ at interest in them* fhe ]^rent8 of
the county are more interested in educating their
children ̂ an ever before*

190X*1@03 Superintendent Wade skitare*
Ear Ian* Kentucky*

fhe schools of Harlan County are all in
session, having all visited by me; the work of the
teachers has been fouM* generally* very satisfac*
tory* fhere are at present over forty teadiers in
Harlan County holding first-class certificates.

Shis county has 54 white and two colored
districts, with two Academies* one of the Harlan
Academy* situated at Harlan* the county seat* the
o^er at Svarts* Kentucky* about eigbt miles from
Harlan, and known as Blatde Mountain Academy*

Harlan Academy is a eommcdious, brick
structure and has a corps of efficient teaihers* idio
are doing splendid work both for the young tea^diers
aM pupils of Harlan County*

She Harlan Academy is now under the charge
of Principal A* £« ifhitfield who has been employed
in place of 5* W* Granger, who was principal last
year* and whose death in ̂ e, 1905* was greatly
lamented by the teachers and oitlsens of Harlan
County*
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Go£U9id)eifa1)Ie progress Is losing mds in ths
seiiooX frerfc of Esriaii a«snty» sad the eitisens are
heeooiing more interested in educating their ohiidreiu
3!h« ahillty of the teai&ers of larXen County is
second to no mountain county in the State*

X905*1907 V7« «r« H« Howard» Superintendent, HarXan
Hentuelcy* Harxsn, jcentu^

Septe^er 24, XSC7

Bon« James H« l\i(iua, Sr*, Supt*
puhXio Instruction
Frankfort, Kentucky

Bear sir:

It is a pXeasure to me to report the ochooXs
of this county in a prosperous condition* with hotter
attendance and more interest manifested than ever
hefore* !I!hey are not what any one interested wouXd
Xike to have them, stiXX «e are proud of our oenon
8<^ooXa and the great and good work they are doing
In this and many other oountles, and Xook forward
to the time then we may have Xonger terms, better
aaXarles and more prefessionaX men and women for
this great service*

Yours ?ery truly,

W*J«R« Howard

X9X0**X9XX, HarXaa County, fUIm Bailey, Superintendent:
Our Institutes for the past two years has heen

a success and the teat&ers greatly benefited with
Professor t,C* Hoe, of Xe^ngton as an instructor*

In X9X4-19X5 teachers Institutes were hold* A*

S* Svaiffi was the Instmctor* He received ̂ 60*00 a year
8

in fees for 0ond\n}ting these Institutes*

After 1920 no reports were given on ijmstitutes.

Here teachers were attending the Hormal 3<aiools at

Superintendents AnmaX Eeport for years indicated*
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Klebmond and Laxlngfcon, Kaatttaky.

g«naral plan for thoao inatltutea and normala

ims to givo roTiew eoursat in Oranmar# ArlthmatiOf Geogra

phy and Historyd

At night thene were apeakera, ausioal entertainment

and parties*

Snaaaary

mstitutee and Hoanaals were In operation In Harlan

County from. 189X to X915* ISiey played ah i^ortant part

in training teaohers in the county#

•She County Superintendents from 1891 to 1911

thought the schools were lB«>orTing# fhey spoke of the

Institutes very highly# TPhese Institutes were held

annually#

Ihe purposes of these institutes were to help the

toaehers review the eoaraon school branches and get an

insight into new methods of teaching# Present day

teachers organisations originated from these Institutes#
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mSMf M7 EMOiflOB nr E&HIAS OOOIfT

Ghaptos T ihewaA tba inpairtasdo o£ inatitutaa and

aamali ia the deteXopiseat of eduoation ia Ha^Iaa Couatjr*

this Chapter wi3J. glte a hrief elceteih of eduoation ia

Harlaa County as it ia at preaent*

Adniaiatyatiofl of the Barlaa Oountar SohooX syatea

fho HarXaa Goonty aehooX ayatem ia adainiatered by

a lay board of eduoation, a auperiateadant of adhoola

appointed by the board ai^ a staff of profeasioaax worlEors

exacted by the board t^oa the reoenB&eadation of the auper<»

intendent.

Bo«u?d of iMtueatioa

fhe Board of Bdaeatiea of HarXan County ooaalata of

five mmbera eXeeted on a n^partiaea ballet at the re^Oar

Veveiaber eXeotions held ia even<Haosiibered years. One aeaher

ia ehoaea froaa each of fire diTiaioas of the county for a

term of four years# fvo membera are Choaea at one eXeotion

and three at the next auoeeeding eXeetioa, ao lhat the

teima are overlapping# A eaadidate ia pXaoed on the ballot

by aeana of a petition signed by not fewer than fifty legal
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T©t«re ©f %i» dnrisloa aM m«d wltli th.® Caaiiliy Gmxt

ca«*lc net 1«88 than nojf mo3?e than slacty Oays

t»®fex« til® 4ay ®£ th® aXaatloB* Wii«ii a Taeaaey ©aaoj?®

an tlx® l}oa£&» t^® other aaahor tlXXs it hy appolatlAg aa

oXigihl® person to aoryo the reaaln&er of the unoxpired

term*

fh® present Karlaa County Board of Edooatien is

ooe^osed of a ̂ xyaioiani a laeriohant, a farmori a mining

engineer* and a ooal operator* 9Si® tenure of the present

Board ranges fr«a eleven to thirty-^nine years* Only four

porsons* other than the present memhere* have served on

the hoard since 193B*

the HarXan County Board of Iduoation interprets its

funetion as being that of poXioy formation and appraisaX*

Aaministratlve funotions aro deXegated to the auperinton*

dent and to the professionaX staff working under his direo-

tion and supervision*

larXan County is served hy three puhXie s^ooX

systems* ens paroohiaX eXeoisntary ecdiooX* fhe three puhXie

sohoeX distriots are ̂ e HarXan Independent s«hooX Bistriet*

enbraoing the City of HarXan and three smaXI ad^aoent

oommunitiess the lynoh independent Soliool Bistriot* serving

the unincorporated toim of lynidit and tho County S^ocX

Bistriot*
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M9ftt spools of Harlaa Goimty a«o orgaaizod f^ooM-

iJ3g to tho 8*4 plan*

33ie City Si^ooX of Easl&a has a hoard of fivo

ass^ors oleoted hy the people*^ maaher is eXeoted
for four years with two meiahers going out of offioe in

two years and throe meoibors going out in the next two

years*

fheir main duties are to set up school poXioles;

elect teachers and adopt hiidgets for the schools* They

also set up tax rates* The City Superintendent is elected

hy the Board and serres for a tem of four years# Porrester

S# Sharps is the present Superintendent of Schools*

The City Board of Bduoatlon delegates authority for

the exeoution of its policies to the superintendent of

schools in reaaonahle aooord* with modorn standards Of

school administration and he Is recognized as their chief

executive* Adeqiuate authority for tho proper administration

and supervision and diseiplino of each sdiool is passed on

to its prin<^pal by tho auperlntendont*

gleaontary s^ols

In Barlan County# %o eounty tax rate for the support

of all scdiools is |1*60« The money reoeived in taxes is

Coords in City Superintendent's Off!so*
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gnapplttnented 1)7 the state* The total expenditure for the

oouiit7 on eduoation for gradea ©no throa^i twelire In

1060 ©as |l,170t3A0*10*®

gttildla#y and Types of SOhoola

faoie IX ©ho«0 that there are ei^^ty-^ne elenentary

echeols ̂ ea^ieat the ootmty* Oat of these el^ty««^e

«eheol«» sixty«8tz are of fraae straetare* Fear are of

olnder hloeh and eleven of hrioh* Over half of these

haildinga sure over twenty years old* There have heen only

foar new halldings oonstraoted in the last ten years*

Harlan City School is oonposed of one central haild-

in£ with a large aaditorim and gyisnasiam* foar aoall

eleiaentary schools* a school for negroes* an athletic field

and a teaohers' elohhoaso*

At the present tias, the halldings art erovded and

in need of repair*

The elementary schools in the Pine Moantain Area are

inadeq.aate in almost every respeot* The sites are poor* the

huildings are not ©ell lighted or heated, and the eqaipaont

is very poor* Since a few of these schools have heen oon*

Parian Sally jSnterprise* (Kentacley), Sec* 31* 1950*

bureau of School Servloo* p^lio Edacatlen in Harlan
Ooimty (lezingtoni University of kentaeky* ¥94^}*
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5ABIS IX

ILWSSSAEY SCHOOL BOXmSCS W EAHLAB COOBft

S<32if»ol fype of BuilAing

GhsA Prase

o^isdxm Prase

Bl&lr Prase

Holani^ure Prase

Splint Prase

KiXdav Prase

ButherforA srase

ClownforB Prase

Huff Prase

ClovdrieQ^lint Prase

BigHsplint srase

ShiolAa Prase

HisiiMy prase

Hppor jTones Creek Prase

Lower Xooee Creek Prase

White Star Prcse

putney Prase

Sompeint Prase

Ei|A^ Bank Prase
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BiaiHiniAHy SCHOOL 3UIIJ)I35GS IB SAiilAB C00B2Y
{Qontimm^)

Sehool Jype of BuilAlng

AbiMMrtfl Bj^ancii. Frame

Big Leural Frame

Oeooh Frame

BiVlO-O Frame

Qroon EJ.11 Frame

InoXiJae Frame

Laural Frame

Reuben Frame

Salt ffraoe Frame

Straight Creek iraae

Bath Fork Frame

Kentenia Frame

fwila Frame

^0880*8 Creek Frame

Blxle T&wxl Frmae

Molus Frame

Forrester*8 Greek Frame

InauX Frame

Ihirkey Fork Frame

ArenGaie Frame
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EIMMAKY SCHOOL BUILDIsas IH HAEIAa COUS^Y

S<fliool fype of Building

Croek ?raae

Bardo Freoae

Beeoh OroY« Frame

OhoTsolet Frame

Cranks Frame

Upper Crafiks frame

Mill Craok Fr^e

Eioomb frame

Henaley frame

Hurat frame

Johnson frame

Zenarue frame

amth frame

SBaree Point frame

Mttls Creek frame

Mary Helen frame

fway frame

Upper Sensley frame

lAsgett frame

CXover Splint Hegre frame
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BISOSBSARY SC5H0QL BUIJ^ISGS M HARUli COUITY
(Oont£)m94)

School IBype of Building

High Hegvo Frame

Gcldonai^ Frame

Chevrolet mgt9 Frame

Liggett Hegro Frame

SuaaMjie Frame

Kitts Frame

EeflLud Cinder Bloflk

Black Mountain Cinder Block

Ages Cinder Bloak

Coxton Cinder BXo(dE

Sots Brick

Cawood Brick

Eall Brick

Earlaa Brick

Svorts Brick

Cumberland Brick

Benhaa Brick

Lynch Brick
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EDMEHTAET SCHOOL BUILOIHGS IH HARLAH COOITY
(Cd&tisatd)

School 5YP® ot Buliaing

Xoj^l Brick

Wailins Briok

Blaok Star Brick

Soar00: Buroaa of Sohool SerTioo. gahllo Moeation in
Karlaii Ocmaty (Lexin^n: BiiiToroity ojf kemmcjgr# J.v?4V) ♦



06

•olidAt«d, 8OIS0 of this poor oondition has boon improTod.

Maljatojiajieo ̂  BuiXdlaiw

Soheol building oAintenanoo In the HarXan Oounty

Sohool ijrstem presents a larg» problem to the admlnistra-^

tiTO staff, partially beoause of the shortage of manpeser

and materials daring the say years« smae of the Harlaa

Ooonty s<dieol8 hare fallen into a deplorable state of re

pair,

Serenteen of the elesmntary school buildings are in

need of repair, fselre of these buildings are privately

osned, xn many instanees, buildings esned by the ooal and

lumber ooo^anieB have been negleoted, zn soiz» oases, these

buildings had been originally oonstruoted to serve as Qhur<dLes,

and were later put to use as school buildings.

As has been indicted, the rapid inorease in popula

tion in the years following the opening of the mines found

the publio s^ool system imprepared to provide needed faoi-

lities, fhe mining oompaniee and other private ageneies

eonstrueted or oonverted buildings for si^ools, naturally,

some of the buildings were totally unsuitable for use as

sOhooXs, fhe sohool offioiais have reoognlzed the problaas

involved in private ownership of publio sohool faollities

and have boon working toward a solution, in the past

fourteen years, mw buildings oosting more than #1,800,600
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liaTt %«•& •r«9t9d» Haay ef th«89 buildings rsplaesd

■truotures orlginalljr srsetsd by parlvatt ooneenns* Shs

County BesLrd of Sduoation has aoqtulred titXo to several

buildings ohloh ooro ones oonod by private oompanies and

shi^ will wear ada^uately for a nuabor of years*

In HarXan County there are thirty-nine* one teaoher

elementary sehooXs* thirteen* two teaser sehools* eight*

three teaeher sehooXs, five* four teaohers sohools, five*

five teaser sohools and nineteen elementary sohools that

have six or more teaohers*

fhere are thirteen sohools for oolored pupils in

Barlan County* SLeven of these schools are elementary wimh

grades one through ei^ht* fwo are hi^ sohools, one in

Benham and one in Harlan* 7he negro pupils are transported

from various areas of the oounty*

liOngth of gem

All the 8<diools of Harlan County have a 8<fiiool tezm

of nine months*

Supervisors

fhere are four supervisors la the oounty, fwo of

these are women and two are men* fhey are oellege graduates

and have had several years teaohing experienoe*

the supervisory staff employs most of the usually
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aooepted prooedofaa tor ixsproYlnfi the program ot instn&o-

tion in ̂ e aohoela*

Supervisors and helping teaohera are oonaidered

oonaultanta and reaooree individaaXa# "She aotivitiea ot

these individuals are eoordinated sith the supervisory

aervieea ot the prinoipaia* fhua 0ounty*4rido av^erviaory

personnel eooperate at all tijuea with area prinoipaia in

tnproving instruotional prograns in the various sohoolSf^

Mhrarlea

▲11 ot the City eleBentary sohools have librariea

and the City c£ Harlan eaipleya a City librarian tor the one

in the City, Fitteen ot the eleoentary aehoola in the

county have a library. Seven elementary sohools use the

librariea in the hic^ spools#

Hiifc SOhoola

fhere are nine hi«^ aehoola in Harlan County, Five
are members ot Southern Aaaooiation ot Colleges and Seeonda-

ry SehooXa. fhe hl{^ aChoola are located in wallina, loyaXl,

Blaokatar, Harlan, Svarta, Hall, Cumberland, Benham and
Lynch, fhe principals of the high sohools ars as foliowsj

Wallinsj Merle Howard, Loyallj Lather Jones, Blaokstar;
Charlss Steels, Syrian; 0. H. Simttord, Svartss Le<»ard

Records from County Superintendents Oftioe, Bee. 1950.
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Vollum, Halls HlX&rad BewXaad, Coabarlaadf Salaadgt Baff #

Baiihasi; jOm Boyd and lynaii; E» C. Oaah*

Siiere are one imndred thlrty-eeren hi^ sehool

teaehere In HarXan County. Seventy*flve pereent of them

have offiapleted four years of eoliege, fhe average salary

for hig^ sehool teasers for 1949-1950 was $180 a montn.

For the support of hi^ sfdiools. the ootinty levies a tax

is supplemented hy the state.

Buildings

fable X shows the name of sohool and type of build

ing* All the hi|^ sehools are housed in briok buildings

and heated with steam, fhe buildings are orowded. ^UMises

are held in study halls and libraries.

fhe buildings of all the hi^ sOhools except Hall

and Svarts are uMd jointly with the elementary sohoois.

mberatory eauipzMnt and other supplies are inadequate, fhe

sohoois buildings were built to take oare of ninety pereent

of the present enrolljnent.

libraries

l^eh of the hi^ sehools has a library, seven of

these hi^ sehools have been improved in reeent years.

fhe boys and girls in these seven hig^ sehools havs

aoetss to a fairly adsquats list of referenos books and ethsr
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OF HI(2t SCHOOL AKP ITPS OF BOILOIUO

SohooX Ot BuiHiAfi

Blaok Star

Wallias

LeyaU

Earlaa

Bmrta

EaU

Comljerlaot

BojBluai

Lyneb

BvioX

Briok

Briok

Briolc

Briok

Briok

Brick

Briok

Briok

Soforo©: Bureau of Schoo]
Harlaa Couaty (Lexiagton:

)iic Eauoatioa in

"oTTeaiuoEyTnra^
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works of Ifitorost*

Sxtra«>Caj?gleiilar Aetivltloa

fho papilo of the oohooXs take part in a groao

nnn^bor of extra^oorrloaXar aotlTitioo* Saoh olubs as Oloo,

3>raaatio, 4-fi ad& to the onj^ont and odnoatlon of the

pupils* All students are uri^d to belong to aWM olub*

She two aain sports partieipated in hp the hi|^

SQhool students are football and basketball* All nine of

the high sohoels partioipate in football and basketball*

Vone of the hi|^ sOhools hare a phpsioal eduoation direotor*

All have ooaohes and assistant eoaohes but they teaeh part

of the tiae* fhe rest of their time is used in ooaehing*

Phpsioal Eduoation for all students hasnH bdooae a

reality in any of the hi^ sohools* Fewer than one^half of

the pupils are engaged in supervised phyaioal aotivity of

any sort* In very few sohools are faolllties provided for

indoor aotivity. Only a small amount of indoor equipment

is available in the entire oounty and most of this equip*

ment is designed and used for eompetitive sports* in no

other important area of the ourrimlum are the average and

below average stiadents given so little attention. Even in

the larger oenters there is^ (Kxoept in two or three sohools,

no program worthy of the name of physical eduoation, fho

existing program In the majority of the sohools laoks.
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Aixwotioa ana. alarity of porpoAt* Shaae aports bx9 AAlf*

areippojeWiig. only th« boya take part In baaketbail* me

aehoelA belong to athXetio leagies and play under the re*

golations aet up by the Eentueky State Athletio Aaaoeiation*

of irhim the aehoola are membera* Other aporta are proTided

aueh aa aoft ball, rolley ball. She names of the eoaohea

In Harlan County Sohoola are as follows; Erarta, Wyatt

Sbunaanj Hall, John Brown; Xnyal, Arohle peaoe; lynoh# Sam

potterj Benharn, Charley Baria; Owaberland, Harold Shrout;

WalUna, leedham Saylor; Blaok Star, Earl Bradford; and

Harlan, Joe Qilly,

Pupil Ouidanee

Sinee the Harlan County aehool system employs no

ei^danoe apeoialists, ttie elaaaroom teaoher has a heary re*

apcmaibility for eounaeling#

She overemphasis of the develo]^nt of skilla and

aoademie knowledge haa resulted in failure to make adequate

provision for personal probleaa*

In the hiid^L sohoola of Harlan County, provisions for

oounseling vary greatly from sOhool to sohool, in some

spools, the elassroom teachers are eacpeoted to provide the

individual gi.idanoe« She mort homerowa period provided

in these aehoola is usually devoted to reading the Bible
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and ehoeking &ttendanc«» £a ttona aehoolSf teftehars ha^a

a fraa period which thay are axpaetad to dawota to indl-

viduaX ootmaellng* Xb one aehool^ the duty of oounaellng

is assigned to the lihnarian and one ot^er teaoher* in

another sehooXf the teacher reaiatns with a grade for two

periods* In the same school« a speoial guidance period

is provided for seniors* In ipaother school * certain

teachers are assigned groups to counsel in re^rd to voca*

tional end educational plena* These teachers devote one

period a day to conferences with individual pupils or

groups on their plans for the future*

Alliance for guidance of Rural Youth

aiynn Morris, Principal of Pine Mountain Settlement

School started a Touth CKxidanee Institute in 1957* The

purpose of this institute was to help the faculty of

this school to deal with problems of the students and

in that way improve their school* Consultants were

brou^t in and phases of the school program was dlseusaed

with eaphasls on pupil guidance*

In 1938 Olynn Morris asked Supt* yames A* Oawood to

xiake this institute county wide* Mr* Oawood called all the

principals together and after mach discussion they decided

that it would be helpfial*
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A eomxBlttee for pZajsnlng the first ooxmty Ml&e in-
fg

atitute was appolntea*

In tim years immediately preceding the war, the

Earlan Coxmty schools made excellent progress toward the

developaent of a good program of ohild etady* Under the

auspices of the Alliance for Guidance of Ritral Youth,

various sped all at s in child study and guidance came to

the county as consultants# Guidance institutes held in

the county were attended hy mahy teaehers and in certain

instances attraeted Hational attention# fhe county often

was cited as an example of what could he done hy schools
£

handicapped hy lack of funds and hy geographic Isolation#

She Guidanoe institutes sponsored hy fhe Alliance

for (kildanoe of Burai Youth were revived In September, 1947.

A survey ef Earlan County School was made by the

Bureau of Soheol servioe«4rniTersity of Centu^, Xoxington,

21»ntucley in 1946«47« fhis survey as has been indioated la

this study revealed that the war and its aftexmath had

brought an end to of the good work which had been

started* fhe exodus ef trained teauhers from the eounty

^Interview with B* 5* Plnohum, Superintendent, Clinton
City Schools, Clinton, feancssee, on April 2, 1951,

^Bureau of School Service, Public Education in Earlan
County (Xsxlngton: University of Kentueky, 1947),
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aad from the professiofi resulted Is the disoostljouanee in

moat of the sehoola of the aystematie effort to aeoure and

use guidanee Information* Only a few schools had a ooordi*

nated program of child study* From 1947 to 1961 the inati*

tutea have been devoted to ohild study* Consultants have

been brou^t in from Columbia TJnivereity, Univeraity of

Kentucky* state Departments of Muoation and various other

Universities to participate in phases of the pro^am*

During the year, the area meetings are used as a

place to list the problems and discuss them* fhese probloui

are put on the agenda for clarification and disoussioa in

the institute the fol3lowlng year* some of the problsms that

have been discussed since this Guidance institute was revived

are as follows:

I* Keeping folders for each (hild*

S* What information goes in the folder* how infozna*

tion was collected and how to use this information*

3* Disoiplii»<*Msou£»ion8 have been carried out and

a number of films have been shown*

4* Ouidanoe and its relation to the school progrma*

5* TTae of instructional material,

d* Local* state and Bational resources*

7* Methods of teaching cubyeot matter* partioularly

Beading*



8# E9aXt^ cmid PEjrsioftX idnoaUon freg^amt

% lxtra-Cu3?ri0aX&r a0tHtititg»

10« Good vogkiDg relatiaaa with oaok ohlXdf

Eiisiaii aM Fal)Xio EaXatioaa Iia7« been tha %h«B»

th« Xostitrnta,

In X947, tha sairaat^ aanoaX HaFXaa Couatjr Taatii

Goidaaea lagtituta wag gpaagaaad HaaXaa couiity Baard ©f

Muaatioa« HaaXaa Oitjr BoaFd^ HaFXaa Qomty OauaeiX ©f S©*

©laX A^aelag» lasXan Oaoaty 0hm^93f ot Comaaraa, and i^aah

mdapaadaat SidiooXg, witE th© ©©opaFation ©f AXXianea fot

Quldaa©© ©f toFaX Imtk* It wag iiaXd SaptanfljaF S9 thFou^

Octater X« X948 in HanXan City Hi^ Sokool, Han Ian, Eentuoky,

^l?©gF^ foF HarXaa Coonty Totitk Qoidanoa ingtituta

ffadnaaday. santanibaF 29

3:80 P»M« liaating of cihaiFBwn, disoassion Xaaders, ©onsuXt-

ants and raooFdaFs {LitpaFfa^Xan Hi£^ SohooX).

8j30 P,M, RaglstFatiffltt iHarXan Hi^ SohooX) •

7:30 P,M. Opening OenepaX Session {Harian Hi^ School

Gmamal-mU

QxAlrmai Mrs* Btoar {faggapd, taa^opi Camhapland laaaantapy

Sehool*

fhaaa; "Our Salnsi Oap Goals".

Invocations Ravepand Mapk Andpawa, Jlpst PFashytapian Ohap^,

SarXan, Kantuoky.
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Hosie: P«te7 ?• Sir oh* Srarta S<diooX.

WaXoomas Tor Harl&ii City solioolot I>r» CXark BaiXoy*
Tor tho CooQty Spools* Sapt* Jodmjs A« OawooA#
Tor HarXan Coimty QiaaBor of Comnioreo« Br*
fraoy Joroa*
Tor CooAolX of SooiaX Agonolea, Boa* C* Lyaa
VMto#

Boport of Trogroas: TBsaio Hiadlotofi» Bopartmont of papiX

PoraonaoX, EarXaa Cooatj SoiiooXa*

A&droaa: "fEo SeliooXi foatorftay and fotaorrov''» Br« Trank &•

Blokoyi GoXloge of Sdaeationi Unirorslty of icentaekr#

Biaonaaion: "Boa GoaXa"t Br« CharXoa E* 3pain» Blreotor,

Baroan of SohooX 3oraioe» Bnivorsity of icentuoky (6-6 dia*

eoaaion laothod with entire Znatituto partioipating) •

BvaXuation and Siiggoated Aotiont Br» Buth Strang» GnahorXand

EniToraity*

gfaoraday. soptoahor 30

8345 A«ll« Bogietration (SarXan Hi|^ SehooX)*

BsOO A* M« Morning QonoraX Soaeion (BarXan Hi^ SohooX G^fana.

aiusi*

Ghairsians B« B« Hodgkint Snperintendentp Eentuoky state Depart*

mont of Sdaeation*

Mnaio: petor 7« Siroh

fhentat "Qoidanoo Boglna with the IndividnaX"*

Gosanentetor: Br« CharXoa B» Stain
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A* Siuasiary of Cliaptor Mftaaoo, from Fuiblle S&uoatioa

in Baalaa Coonty, A suvvoy yoport, 8ai7erslty of Koatookyi^

1947»

B» "What is Ooidanoo?"

BaasmtlsaUoa of a toaoli«y*papiX interview* fhis in*

torriew and what it iiaplies will bo the frame of referenoe

for the Institute* feaohera have been urged to seleot a

pupil for partiouXar study during the sohooX year and to

bring to the institute the reeord fosm provided filled out

for that pupiX* and problems that need solution* Ample

time will be allowed for disouaaion of these problems* fhe

dramatised interview and l^e disoussion to fo3Llow have been

arranged to help answer the questions raised by the teaehers*

"^ew can i Begin Quidanee?"

0* X^isoussion: Br* Charles R* Spain (6*6 Disoussion method) <

Evaluation and Suggested Aotions Dr« Ruth Strang*

10$3d A«M* Hid«merning General Session*

Chairman B« B, Hodgkin*

Musio: Deter 7* sir^«

fheme: "Glues to Better Beading"*

Oommentator: UTS* Baenti ffilhoit*

A* D^aonstration of the teaohing of reading in a ninth grade

class (Health) t Dr* Ruth Strang*



n

B* Biaeosaioii: lira* laosii wlSJbiolt (laadav)*

C» Smaaiarari 2>r« Ruth strang*

X:20 H* Aftaraocm QeaaraX Saaaioa.

Ohalitrtans B« B»

Baaiei Betev T* sirah*

fliamas of WorSE"#

C(»Maatator: HeXoa RiagOp IT* S« Eo^loj^ent Sorvloa.

A« "Toeatiozial Guidanoo: Ita Ifaatiliig foa

B» "Whero doos Vooatloaal Coidaaoe Bo gin?" BraiBatizatioa

proparod by RarXan Coaaty MpXoymeat office la eooperation

witb HarXaa Ooaaty SoliooXa*

0* Biacaaaioa: HoXoa Riage (Zoador)*

B* "Seoo Aapoota of Vooatioaal Adjuatmeat", Braiaatizatioa

of oottaaeXing teohai^uoa prepared by Eeataoky State aupXoy*

awBt Serrioe la cooperation with EarXaa County 3ohooXa«

S« Biscoaaloa: HeXoa Riage (loader)*

SvaXaati^ and Reo<a)si»aded Aotioa: Clifford Fro<&Xioh»

SpociaXiat, OecupationaX and Guidance Servieo, G* 3* Offioo

of iduoatioB.

Bt00*4s30 P. H* Group iMotiaga: "Ctaldanoe At Spooiflo

Poiata"
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8oa&iiig, OV*

StaOiflgg Oj?« I'S

Bjea&ingy 8v«

MsAing^ Off* 7*9

Baading* Or* 10*12

toeatloaal
M|cui%BaBi

TooatlesAl
MJastsoeiit

fooatieiml

Soheal librarsr tmd
Oiiddacea

laaltih a&d Bt»

Kaalth and phjr* Sd»

Siifi Heme Hoam

Qaid&sea *ll«mei! tar3r
eiassroiia

8aidBiiae» Or* 1*12

Qialrgiaii and Raoordar

6«oil Wilson

Owrrie Fleeter

issssis For#

laonard Wsllum

gnoda Tsrbis

Slislm Oaadill

I* A* liatn««a

(to to annoianood)

Bisggaslon xosdor

waosi Wilhoit

Foyoo prltflbard

Margarot irwin

Bath strong

inoy HolUway

Holon Rings

flotor Shooinaksr

Ir* f. yonos

Mrs* Minnlo protCit inaise Galloway

liar gars t Myrioh

Lillian Wilhorson

Walnadgo lof f

Alioe Ghonoviflh> |{*B*

0* W« Haohonffioith

j* B* Coats

Charloa stool

yehn Boyd

Sat^oots as Oaidaneo fools W* R* Hiraolo

Stadont Oooneil Bowio yoaos

Sehool and Homo midrod Rowland

Toath Roondtatlo (to to annoonood)

fhooe groops will soot to formalste trief, praotioal

stateiaonts whioh mignt to regardod as the tasis for inoreasing

gaidan^ in Tarioos i^aos of sohooX lifo* Ea<Ri sohool will

Wona Borrias

Clifford FroohUoh

Gharlos Spain

Boss Bants

J. H* Henderson

yaanita mot
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h&ve aa wide rapresoatation as possltile in ea<ti iproap*

7:^ M« Erening Gemml Sassiofi

CJminastt: &• B* Had^cis

Moaio: Peter T. Slrch

ISbeme: "Demooraoy asd the Sehoola"

Address t Bev. Earold H« B^rsiaQnt TThion Glmreh« Berea

Blsousslon: Clifford Froelieh (leader) (M Metliod)

pajoel: Rev. Eosooe Boaglas
Kenvlr Baptist Chor^

M« C. Garrett
Harlan Daily Enterprise

faylor Maddox
United Mine Workers of Aiaerica

Mrs, Boh Marks
Ear Ian pareiit«»S!eaahers Assoeiation
Mrs. Carrie Mayfield
Bureau of Puhlio Aasistanoe

John W. Hovat
Director of Sa^Ioymettt Bureau* Beidiasi

Mr* Qeor^ ward
president* Coal operators Aasooiation

Mrs* Johnnie Wood
foa^er * Verda Colored Sohool

Braluation and Reoomeaended Actions Dr* Ruth Strang

In 1950* the institute was deroted to mental hygiene*

Th9 emotional reactions of the ohild and their effeot on his

life were discussed*

In 194E* the superintendent of schools and his staff
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saw that a nusiber of qualified teachers were leaving the

eotinty. fhat fall^ a workshop by the university of Ken*

tueky was in operation in the county, this workshop was

very helpful to tatie emergency teachers in this system.

She supervisor taught a class in keeping records.

In I945«46y Bastem State Teachers Oollege tau^t

some extension classes in the county.

Last year, union College taught a few extension

classes» not only helping the emergency teachers but the

other teachers as well.

The county and city school system have established

a city library.

A film library has been extablished. Audio visual

aids are used thjfoughout the county.

These means of isQ^roveraents and others as indicated

in the study have caused Harlan County Schools to keep

abreast of the times.

Improvements in Harlan County Schools in IQgQ^Sl

Yanciiy School, within the next few weeks, all pupils

of the school will be able to use the new fountains being

installed In the school. The new fountains cost nearly a

thousand dollars. Eaoh room has a clean up comer with

soap, towels and mirrors{ and the teachers are asking the
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ohiiaxec to tfash tefore Icmoh*

P# T. A« has "boo^t a refrigerator for ̂ >206 so

that chlXdren can have milfc at 008t» fhe sehool faralshes

the Blil to those i?ho are aot ahle to it.

Hrs# Ward, the ms®) mrse, has vaoclcated praotioally

all (Jtiildren for diphtheria, ty|Aioid and aniallpox. She has

KSde several visits to the school to vaccinate the papila«

Br, Burkhart and Mr# Ward held a clinic at the school last

©onth with ah out fO pupils receiving ho^th examinations#

Special effort is he log made on the part of the

teachers to encourage the children to tale© care of their

teeth# Baily records are heing kept hy the pupils to see

hoir laany brush their teeth# several !mve had dental work

done#

Shields# She shields p# $» A# has raised |400 to

Install water in the school#

sixth and seventh grade pupils have painted their

rooms# fhe secondi third, fifthj seventh and ei^*& grade

classes have purchased a new Olinieai fhemmaeter and a

laedieine oahinot with first aid equipment for their rocawi#

Plsney# fhe first grade Is painting the furniture

in their room, aM ̂ o socond grade is preparing a unit on

the farm# Six film strips have been ordered for the primary

grades#^

%arlaii Baily ihiterprise (Kentucky)# April S, Itfil#
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Simmry

fhe Hstrlai! County Sdiools ayatom Is atolnistereC

ty a ley Board of Hducation and a suporintendont of

flOhools appointed "by the Board, fhare are firo moahera

on the Ccnonty Board of Education, fhis school "board

interprets its function as heing that of policy formation

and appraisal.

Six-six of t&e ©i^ty^^one eleaentary schools are of

fraioe struoture* Seventeen of these buildings are in need

of repair.

All of the county spools have school terms of nine

months.

fhere arc thirteen sdhoole for colored pupils in

Ear Ian County, fwo of these schools have grades one throu£^

tvelve.

Iher© are four supervisors In the county, fhey are

considered consultants and resouree individuals.

All of the hl^ schools have libraries. Seven of

theee libraries have been improved in recent years.

Fdotball and basketball are the two main sports par<^

tloipated in by the high school students.

Hiysical Mueation for all of the students haan«t

beoome a reality in any of ̂ e sohools.

Shllls and aoadeaie Imowledge are over emphasised in
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Reference hag been made to the gradual dovelopiaent

of elementary and secondary education in Harlan County, in

response to constently chejnging conditions both econcasiia

and social. Some of the trends which have been evident in

elementary and secondary education include reorganisation

of administration, increase in school population, building

program, experimenting with the program of instruotion,

development of a good program of child study, improving

the instructional program, increasing teachers salaries,

number of teac&ers, length of school term, jonmber of

schools, holding power of tho school, adult education, in

forming the public, and in-service training programs,

Seorganization of Adminiatration

®3.e central administrative staff has been reorga

nized to relieve the superintendent of direct supervision.

An assistant superintendent acts as a clearing house for

the superintendent, Two servioe divisions work under

the direction of the assistant superintendent. The Divi

sion of Administrative Servioe includes business affairs,

maintenance and transportation.
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■Etie principals of th© larger schools are area prin

cipals. IJhoy are responsible for administration of all

the feeder schools. An assistant principal relieves th©

area principal of soi^ of his daties. All the elementary
schools have elementary principals.

fhe administration of all the schools is a cooperative

affair.

Increase in School Population

The school population has increased rapidly in the

past forty-one years^ due to the change from an agricultural

to an industrial economy. A sharper increase in enrollment

may be m ticipated because ciirrent indications are that the

niunber of new families Bwvlng into the county will continue

to be greater than the ntnnber moving out.

Because of th© Increased birth rate during th© war

period, th© schools may expect rapid increase in enrollment

in the next five years.

Increase in enrollment from 66 in 1838-39 to 15,227

in 1945-46,

l^ilding Program

A building program to alleviate some of the most

crowded conditions is already under way. A few buildings

have had more rooms added to help th© present need. Some



88

of tho private owned soliool bulMlnga have been bon^t and

remodeled# A few club housea have been pnrchasedi, remodeled

and made Into aohool buildings.

Satperiaentlng with the Proiayam of Inatruetton

providing longer periods of time for activities at

the secondary level is developing in three high schools.

An effort is being made to broaden the high school

curriculum.

Eagjerlmentation towaM developing a core curriculum

type of organisation is practiced in three hi^ schools.

Developing of a Program of ghild Study

Harlan County Schools have made excellent progress

toward the development of a good program of Child Study.

Every teacher is striving to establish a satisfactory work

ing relationship with each pupil. A systematic procedure

for collecting, recording and using essential data is being

devised to fit each situation.

Improving the Instructional Program

®ie director of the Division of Instruction assumes

responsibility for coordination of all efforts at improving

instruction.

Supervisory personnel cooperates with area principals
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Tlh© people are loformd of changes In the schools

by means of the radio and newspaper.
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S(J»fAKf AH) COICLUSIOiS

t% wtm #1wit#4 in til# laeelUmlm that tM® ̂ taiy li

toportant Ijeoauso it trings togstheJ? worn of th« toporfeant

faeta in tatie dovolopaoat of education in Harian county.

Maon of this study has heen hased on bits of infon*

astlon gathered from Tarlous sourees and en personal inter

views. Ihere are several rsasons why there is little infor-

laatlon en early school history; (1) there were very few

reoorda fcept on early schools in Harlan County# (S) the

early m^i^apers have been destroyed# and (3) the early

schools had school eowaissioners or directors and they were

not required by law to heep reoorda.

For the past four months the writer has traveled ex

tensively in Harlan County searching for information. She

writer gathered some information ihilo teaching in the ocnnty

for a period of five years from 1945 to 1950. it seoma at

this time about all ̂ s information available has been

gathered.

Saio introductory Chapter of this thesis gave the pro

cedure that m.B followed in mking tMs study.

In Oiapter II. a brief Mstorioal and geograpiiioal

sketch of the county was given, fhis Chapter gives a dis-
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cusalon of th© period when Earlan County was created* Some

attention Is given to these early settlers who first came

to this section of the county* A sketch of the change from

an agricultural to an industrial econouy Is given*

Chapter III gives a history of elementary education

in Harlan Coxmty from its earliest beginning to the present.

Little is known about elementary education before

1856* After this date a rather clear picture can be seen

of th© slow growth and development of th© elementary

school* Some discussion is given throughout this Chapter

of the qualifications of the early teachers and the in

crease in school population*

Secondary education Is discussed in Chapter IV* A

history of early secondary education in Harlan County is a

history of th© early Acadamles* There were two of these

early Academies In th© county* Th© names of these were:

Black Mountain Academy and Harlan Academy, "nies© were

still in operation as late as 1910*

In 1917 the first high school in Harlan County was

established and by 1930 th© county had established six high

schools. Today there are nine high schools in the county*

Chapter V is a discussion of Institutes and normal

schools* This chapter is important because it shows the

type of training which early teachers received*
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Aets ©f Kefitueicy AsssoflJly, 1851*52, 1920# 1932#
1934,

Bujpeau of School Sorrioo* A History of puhlie Sducatlon
In Kentiioky# inadjigtohj'' tfmtemiy of

.  w wf . ■w w

» fublie Muoation in ghflan Coiuaty, loadngt^a"IffHTyorsitiy of Eejatjucijy, iWf,
Carweod Faculty, Carwood S<^ool Annual., Oatwood*

Kontuoky, 1949,

Ihjtaon, John, Socio Back^ound and Chanidn#? Education in
Karlan County, lla^hyHile: fiteor^ I'SCSdy Oolle^ m
foaohofs# 1943,

SfSfidCt Paul, Fall and Sgrinfi Status of Harlaa City Slcmen*tary Fupila, knoxviiios trniversity or i'ennossoe, 1934,
Eecorda of Harlan County# Minuto Book of City B#ani Of
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