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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study 1s to give a brief history
of education in Harlan County, Kentucky from the earliest
period to the present. This study is important because 1t
will provide the people of Harlan County who are iInterested
in education en acecount of the development and progress of
edusstion in their county, It will give the writer, and
other interested persons an insight into the denditiona of
the schools, past and present, To some people it will be
the organization of many important faots showing the develop~
ment and progress of the schools,

The Development of elementary and seecondary education, and
of privete, chursh and atete schools in the county 1s considered,

Procedure

The writer began by exsmining all availeble historieal
data on Harlan Qounty,

Informstion about certain periods isn't available, be=
esuse no records were kept and some records were misplaced
or losts 8ome valuable sources of informstion are avallables

The prineipal sources of information were the library of

the University of Tennessee, the library of George Peabody
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College For Teachers, private libraries of varlous people
and the litrsry of the University of Kentuoky, the resords
in the County Court Minute books, and the records in the
offices of the County Superintendent of Schools, City
Superintendent of Schools, and records in the attendence
office provided valuaeble information, Some data was Obe
tained from the Harlan Dally Enterprise and from interviews

with various eitlizens of the souniy.

Organization

In Chapter II, a brief historical and geographical i
ske toh of Harlan County will be given, This chapter will
discuss the time when Harlan County wes settled and formed,

Chapter III will disouss the historieal development
of elementary eduocation in Harlan County from its beginning

to the present,

Chapter IV, the development of secondary education
will be discussed, In this chapter a hiatory of church,
private and state secondary schools will be considered,

Chapter V will discuss inatitutes and normal schools,
This chapter will show the type of training of the teacher

Chapter VI gives a disoussion of the present day eduocte

|
4
of the early schools, |
tion in Harlan County., This chapter presenta a pioture of

|
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both the elementary and secondary schools, Emphasis is
placed on the following: bduildings and grounds, libraries,
extra<curricular activities, length of term, qualifications
of teachers, work of supervisors, administration of school
gystem, finaneing the school program, program of instruce
tion, improving the inatructional progrem.

Chapter VII presents the trends in the developnent
of education in Harlan County,

A gpummary and conclusion will be presented in Chapter
VIII.



CHAPTER II

EISTORICAL ABD CEOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND
OF HARLAN COUNTY

Harlan County was erganized as a eounty in 1819 frem
seryitory then part of the area of Floyd and Xnex Counties
by an 2ot of the 3tate lsgislature, The ocunty was named
for Major lilas Harlan, a nstive of Berklay Counity Virginia,
who had eome to Xentuaky in 1774 before it beosamn B ptats,
Hoe had been sotive in the Indian Wars.

The early yearas of the hiatory of the sounty wers
spent in duilding log houses, slearing small farms and in
geving erops for local use.t |

Befere the ooming of the railread in 1910, Harlan
County was almost completely isolated from the ocutside
world, It is frue that gome &irt roads had been built to
Hagon, Virginis, snd to Pineville, mmww.a Toansters
would teke wagons over thems rosds to sell profuce collect.
ed at the eounty stores and bring baok supplies.

Undar such igolation, this area was self.supporting
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to a very large degree. Up to about the time of the Civil
Way, hogs were driven %o markets at Lynchburg, Virginia
and Iexington, Kentucky.

Industrial development in Harlan County was rapid.

In the decade following the coming of the railvead, 1910

to 1920, the population inereased from 10,566 %o 31,546,
Almost overnight mountaineers accustomed %o & selif-supporte
ing agricultural econcmy were transformed into an indusirial,
econony, where the medium of exchangs was no longer produce
but money.®

There were a few glaves in Harlan County prior %o
the Civil Wer, renging in mumber from 108 in 1820 to 135 in
1830 and down %o 127 in 1860,

Table 1, page 6 shows the population of Harlan County
from 1820 %o 1950, It shows that the mumber of slaves begen
to increase aftor 1820 and there were no slaves im 1870, It
shows that the tetal population of Harlan County inoreased
from 1880 %o 1940.‘

The entire couniy was originally covered with dense
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TABLE 1
POFULATION OF HARLAN COUNTY 1820 - 1950

Date 8laves Population
1820 108 1,961
1830 136 2,928
1840 120 8,015
1850 126 4,268
1860 127 5,494
1870 0 4,415
1880 0 5,278
1890 0 6,197
1900 0 9,838
1910 0 10,566
1920 o 31,546
1930 0 64,557
1940 0 75,275
1950 0 72,835

Source: Bureau of School Service, lic Eduoation in
Harlen County {(Iexington: unzvmz%r'm en v Y9%7),
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forent of valusble virgin timber, although this source has
been greatly depleted through improper outting and forsmst
fires, & large part of the ocounty remeins in forest, and
lumber atill provides an important source of inocomse,

Dr, Clark Bailey, County Schools Superintendent
Jemes A, Cowood, and George Ward, Secretary of the Harlan
County Coal Operators Assoolation geve a brief Histery of
Harlan County as fc:»:l.lsnva'n:5

The first permanent gettlement in the county
was bogun by Carr Balley and his two sonsein-law
- and thelr families on & hillaside overlooking what
is now Everts, This wag in the 1790%'s, Dy, Bailey,
forner Superintendent ¢f Schools in Herlan waa a
deacondant of that family,

The £irst white ssttlsr in what is now she
City of Harlan wag Saxmsl Howard, then spelled
: grg; zl;gsutﬂnd under thes oliff near the present
] .

A gx tex of Cary Balley, Nanay Turneyr
was the £irat hito ohild vhose BLTth'was Tycorded
in the county, She later married John Cawood and

thay made their heme in the settlament which now
is xnown ag Cawood,

From the Civil War peried until World war I
Harlan County was undiscovered by the ocutsids world,
From 1918 until 1930, the County gchools faoced enor-
mous preblems, The County Bo of Edunoantion and
its Superintendent, A, C. Jones, were unable to meset
the ooat of oonstruotion of school house needs in
all mining camps,

Most of the oval cumpanies bullt aschool

Smarian paily Emterprise (Kentucky), March 24, 1951




dull + Whieh still are in use, without cest

to the board, The conpanies 414 not charge for

the coal used in the bnlugeai Cawoed quoted
()

Jonss, who was Superintends r aixtesn years

during this time,

The history of education and of the Prestyterian
Clmreh ocinsided in the sounty., 7This smchool was ssatade
lished at Evarts primarily for & secondary achool, Imter
Elsmentary Pupils wers enrolled, Evarts High School wapg
an put growth of this Academy, In 1892, the American
Nissionary Seciety established what was known aa the Black
Mountain Aoademy, an undeneminational sehool,

The first City School in Harlan was located on
Second Street, with Joe Ball as Prinaipal, Iater the scheol
was moved to what is now Cumberland Avenus, and then, in the
early part of the century, to its present site of Harlan
High School,

The Harlan Academy, supported by the Presbyterian
Chureh, was built in 1894, Pine Mountain Settlement Sohoel
was developed frem one man's eraving, Uncls William Creech
#2ve one hundred and thirty-aix acres of land o ths schoel,
to remain in ita posseasion &s long as ‘the United States Cone
stitution stands. Men who have served es County Superintend.
ent are Ben Nolan, Grant Forester, jim Forester, Wade Skidmore,
We D. Nolan, W, L. Bailey, A, O, Jones and James A, Caweod,

Ward spoke of his memories of the oounty bdefore 1910,
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The county had less then 10,000 people here bsfore the raile
road was bullt and before the great coal industry was begun,

Te Je Asher began construection of a railroad from
Wasloto elong the Gumberland River to his property at Tee
Jays The Loutswille and Nashville Railroed Company took over
there and built the line to Harlan end Gumberland, People
did not realize then, according to Ward that this would lead
to production of fourteen million tons of coal annually and
& payroll of approximately fifty million dollars annually,

A coal mining industry was not econsidered an industry which
would support 70,000 people.

August 5, 1911 was the date of the shipment of the first
car of coal from the county, Only 25,841 tons of coal were
shipped at the end of that year,

It took the first World war and the postewar needs to
hurry along the development of the coal industry in this
county, Rapid progress was made from 1940 to 1950,

The ecounty easily could produce fifteen million tons
of goal yearly, with sufficient cars and labor, leading to
en annual payroll of approximately sixty million dollars,

The county has come along steadily since 1911,

The Clty of Harlan 1s located in the Black Mountain

range of Cumberland Mountains, in the extreme southeastern

portion of the state of Kentuoky. It is the ecounty seat of
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the sounty of Harlen,

The administrative organisation has been slow in
changing. Up to 1947, thg supsrintendent took ell the ree
sponaldbility for the sdministrative duties, He had all the
authority snd tried to solve all tho problems,

From 1947 to 1951 the superintendent of schools bow
gan to deligate more authority to the area prinsipals and
supervisors as 1s shown on palte 11, gb present the school

organigation 18 a cooperstive effair,

Sehool Sva
The Supsrintendent. The superintendent is the shief

executive offlicer of the Board of Rducation, All mewbers
of the steff earry on their dutlies under his direction, He
is appointed by the County Boerd of Rduoation and serves for
a term of four years,

Ihe assiastant Superintendents The assistent superiné
tendent works directly undler tho superintendent. Heo serves
88 8 olesering house for reports from subordinate offlcers.
He keeps the superintendent informed of the progress and
needs of all departments,

SBuresu of Sshool Servige, ¥
Qounty (Lexingten: Univeralty o
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Eringipals, The principals of the larger schools
are ares prineipals, sach one administratively responsidle
for all scheols within his area,

Aasistant Principals, An assigtant prineipal is
designated for sach large school. He rellieves the area
principal of many of the dstails of administration and ellews
him to devote most of hig time to supervision and adminigtra-
tion affairs, Unlder this plan every teacher in the couniy
have the leadership of & pringipal and eonvenient centers
for faculty mestings.

This plan resulis in more efficient administration
and supervision of Harlan County School System,

E;Lanentag Principalg. 4n Elamentary Prineipal ia
designated for each elemsntary mchool, All the elementary
principals teach except in %we schools, These two schools
have more than ten tsachers,

Rducations) Objestives of Harlan County School,

1. Dsvelopment of mound health praotiocss and atrong,

healthy individual

2. Provipions of opportunitiss for oreative sxpresg-

gion:

{a) Crowth in ability %o meet 1ife situations
;:d ways that are new to the individual,



{b) Inarease drive on the part ef the
individusl for oreative expression,

3« Developmont of Civie Competence

as, Eduoation for Citizenship
b. Bxperienoes in Demcoratie living

Division of Inatruction and Administrative Services
The division of instrustion coordinates the work of

supervision, aids supervisors, helping teachers, prineipals
and teaghers in their efforis So improve instruction, The
director of this division im under the assistant superintend.
ent,

Under the direction of the divigion of inatrustion
ars all slemsntary high sehool supervisors, all helping
teachers, ths coordinators of the ares trade sshoola and of
digtridutive eduoation, and a materials dbureen which ocares
for the distridution of free text books,

The director of the divisien of afmirisztrative services
reports directly to the apaistant saperintendent. The departe
ment of Census and Attendance and the department of Business
Affairs are under thisg adivision,

Harlan County is located in the mountain area of Xenw
tucky in the extrems acutheastern part of the atate, 7The
county is rectanguler in shape with a length from east %o
west of approximately thirty miles and & width from north to
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south of about fifteen miles, The county has a total ares

of 469 square miles and ranks seventeenth in size in the
astate,

Piné Mountain extends the entire lingth of the county
along the northern boundary and covers sbout one«fifth of
the total area of the county. This éection of the county 1s
very rugged, undeveloped and sparcely populated. The Cum-
berland Mountains extend the entire lingth of the county
along the southern boundary., Two spurs of this mountain
range cover large portions of the county. Thus the county
consists of an alternation of steep ridges and narrow val-
leys. Three small streams flow between the ridges in the
eastern half of the county uniting near the town of Harlan
to form the Upper Cumberland River. Only in the narrow
flood plains of rivers and ereeks is there any semilevel
1and.7

The prineipal naturel resources of Harlan County is
coal. Almoat all of the land 1s underlain with coal seams
renging in thickness from a few inches to about five feet,
All of the coal ia bituminous and almost all of it has a
high commercial value because of its‘high BeT.Ues rating

7Ibid.’ Pe 1.
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and low ash content, |

The rich soal fislda in Harlan County were undevelop
sl befors 1910, The ghief sources of ineome of the inhabite
ants of the oocunty were farming and logging, Since most of
the land is poorly adspted to agrisulture, farming was on &
sasll scale, Teday only & small perosntage of the populs-
$ion depends upon farming for & living., The narrow flood
piains of the Cumberland River and the sreeks are still very
fertile and prolmoetive.

Thus Herlan County holds an enviable position in the
state in its posseasion of natural rescurcss, The opunty
profuces over twenty percent of the total amount of som}
mined in the state--.nearly twice as much &s any other gounty,

~ Sinoe 1930, the rate of predustion has varied from year to

Jear, but the anmual average has been well above 10,000,000
tons, The valus of the coal alone insures the gounty & re-
latively high rank in terms of natural wealth,

Qocupations

Before 1910 no Harlan County residents were engeged
in coal mining as a fulle.time esoupation, By 1940, the
mmbey of persons so engaged had risen to 12,614, Thia
figare represented two.thirds of the 19,809 gainfully eme
Pioyed persons of the county, The impertant place whioh

o0al mining holds in relation to other types of smployment
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TABLE II
EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF HARLAN COUNTY RESIDENTS, 1940

gumbor Employed
Industry in which Employed | Mele Female
Coal Mining 12,880 34
Agrioulture, Finance and Real Estate 995 118

Professional and Related Service,
Katural Gas Production and Publie
Emergency Work 756 806

Retail trade (except food and dairy
products, motor vehicles, accessories,

and £11ling station), 485 197
Domestic Services and Automobile Storage 160 871
Railroads snd Motor Vehigles 588 56

Food and Dalry Products, Trucking Service,
Sawmills and Planing Mills end Construetion 1,214 83

Fating and Drinking Places and Amusement 188 148
Hotels and lLodging Places and Amusemen? o2 190
¥holesale Trade and Laundry 287 61
Logsing, Quarries, Forestry and Fishiﬁg 223 1
Government, Personal Service and

Gomrmunleation 242 126
Manufeoturing, Business and Printing 212 14
Seeking Vork 1,782 689
Industry Not Reported 257 B4
Total Geinfully Employed 17,839 1,970

Bources Bureau of Sohool Service, Publie Fducation in
Harlan County (Lexington: University of Kentuoky, 1947).
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is shown in Table II page 15,

Almost every citizen of the county im economionlly
dependent, direstly or indirectly, upon cotl mining., ¥hen
the mines are operating at capacity, business and aservice
establishments prosper. When the mines are closed, slmost
overyene muffars,

Al) of the people of the oounty are interested in
maintaining a high rate of ceal production, BEvery oltizen
also has a legitimate interest in the allooation of a faiy
share of the income from coal te the mainienanse of essene
tial soocial servioces and modern atandards of living,

Retail gal

Asoording to the United States Census Report for 1940,
Haxrlan County ranks sixth ipn the state in retail sales. On
the basis of per capita seles, Harlan ranks above all of its
neighboring sountiea, dut is surpassed by such counties ag
Jefferson, Faystte, and Xenton, whioh have large trading
centers within thelr borders., The relatively high position
of the county in per espita retail sales is a further indi.
eation that Harlan is net an esonomieally poor county,

Previous to 1910, the oommnity of Harlan was known
as Mount Pleasant, In that yesar, the name Harlan appeers
for the firast time in the United States Census Report and
the population is listed as 657. 2This early village of
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Nount Pleasant was founded by settlers from Virginia sbout
the time Harlen County was estadblighed in 1818,

The ehief industrial asget of the county and village
in 1819 was lumber,

Building of Louisville and Rashville railroad in 1911,
furnished a means of transportation of coal, HaArlan bheocams
2 geographical and commereial center of a great eoal mining
industry., "Boom days® degan which lasbed until 1928 and
1929, Harlan now ranks fifth &n population and eighth in
wealth,

Frem 1910-1920 the population grew fram 657 to 2,647
and from 1920 to 1930 it grew from 2,647 to 4,877 acoording
to the oensus, In 1930, 1t was 4,845, The schools of Hare
lan have shown & growth gorresponding $0 growth and develop
ment nf the entire community and eounty.

Geographically, Harlan 18 loasated in the valleys, and
flats of three oveeks, Martins Fork, Poor Fork, and Clover
Fork which unite near the ity limits %o form the histeric
Cumberland River, The City and ite sudurban distrigts are
surrounded by the mountaina, which arise abruptly from the
narrow valleys and provide natural barriers againast the
geographioal expanaion of the community.

Summary
Harlan County was organiged in 1819, It was named
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for Major Silas Harlan. Previcus to 1910, this county was
an agrisultural section, Sinee 1910 it hae been largely
Induatrial, |

The present Administrative Organization of Harlan
County Sahools is a cooperative affair, Authority is delee
gated to Adminiatrators,

The population of the County has grown from 1,961 in
1820 to 72,885 in 1950,

This eounty preduees over twenty percent of the total
anount of coal mined,

The oounty is logated in the mountain area in the
extrame woutheastern part of the atate,

The schools of Harlan, the sounty seat, have ghown a
growth corrssponding to the growth of the entire community,



CHAPTER 11X

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION IN HARLAN COUNTY
152019851

In Chapter II we saw how the early settlers earned
& living, where they oame from and when Harlan was settled,
A bdrief historical and geographical sketch of the county
was presented. In this ochapter an attempt will be made %o
show the establishment of the early schools and trase their
development from the earlisst period to the present,

Eduoation Previous te 1840
Little 1s known about school 1life in the pioneer days

of Harlan Qounty. In 1830 there were 841 children from the
ages of Live to fifteen years, sixty-four of whem attended
the three schools in the eocunty,

Eduoation 1840-1890
The number of achools had inecreased to forty-nine by

‘ 18689, seventeen with terms of five months and thirty-two

with terms of nwnths.l The average monthly salary for

teachers in 1880 was $21,71. TFerty-seven of these forty-
nine school buildings were log and two frame, ALl the
teachers were men, The total value of these duildings was

lncoar&u from County Superintendent's Annmusl Report,
(Franktfors, Xentueky).
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§8,060, There were no libraries, no private scheols, no
agademies and no high schools in the county at this time,

In 1836, Federal Aid was sscured, Kentuoky received
$1,423,757, In 1838 the interest of $650,000 was set aside
for eduocation,

Comminsioners wers appointed by the Superintendent
from 1838 to 1848, No report of Harlan County was given
from 1838 %o 1845, The Commissioners held inatitutesa,

Certifiocation of Early Teachers

Previous to 1852, the people of Herlan County thought
any one oould teasch achool, No certification was required
of the teachera. 1In 1852, the firat certificates were

2 Even then, a person who

issued upon oral examination.
eould apell & few simple words was issued a oertifiocate.
Iater a written examination was reqﬁirod. In 1864 certi-
fioates were issusd as £irst and second olass,’ Pinally
in 1914, the certificates were not only claassified dus
graded,

By 1850 the common schools were fully established.

In 1669, & definite course of study and a ligt of

Zr0t of the General Asgembly, 1851-1852,

3
Act of the CGensral Assembly, 1864,
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the texthbooks %o be used were available to all the County
Superintendents.

| Table X7T shows that all schools were three months
terms before 1880, It shows the inarease in attendance
from 66 in 1840 to 2070 in 1890,

In 1890, a new constitution was adopted in Kentuoky
which provided that "The Genersl Assembly shall by proper
legiplation provide for an efficient system of comnon
aschools throughout the atate."‘

In 1890 there were 84 teachers in Harlan County, 10
holding first class certificates, 15 holding second claas
cortificates and 30 holding third class certifioatss, By
1810 there were 63 teachers, 23 holding first class certie
ficates, 38 asegond olass and 2 third class. In 1985 there
waere 202 elementary teachers, 40 ocollege graduates above
two years and 87 with less than two yeara, In 1947 there
wore 310 elementary teachers, 13 with more than four years
of college, 40 with four years of college, 42 with three
to four years of asollege,

Elemontary Eduoation in Herlan County 18901981

By 1890 thers were fifty-one public schools in Herlanm

County and one private school. These were taught in fortdy

‘Rentueky Constitution, 1890--Section 183,
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RABLE IIX

A COMPARISON OF RUMBER OF MONTHS TAUGHT
AND ATTERDANCE OF THE COUNTY SCHOOL

Year No. of Months Attendance
1845 Ko Report 66
1850 283 498
1855 - 536
1860 8 567
1865 3 436
1870 3 502
1875 3 Xo Report
1880 34 57
1885 Sl Ho Report
1890 BB 2070

Source: Bureau ¢f School Service, A Ristory of Publie
Education in Kentucky (Iexington: M&y.

]



three log houses and nine frame houses, having & total
value of $3,440, No teacher was & graduate of a nomal
school, There were 2,218 children eanrolled in school.

The County Superintendent was paid three hundred dollars
($300) & year, The following year there were fifty-five
gschools, thirty~two with five months, six with four months
and seventeen with three months. In 1910 there were fifty-
seven schools in the cvouniy, ten log and forty-seven frame,
These buildings were valued at $30,000, with equipment
valued at $2000, There were no school libraries, The
average monthly salary was $51.00 for men and $38,00 for
women, Three women Seachers had attended a State Normal
School or State University. One man was a college graduate,
The total enrollment was 3,352 with 2,265 enrolled in grades
one and two,

5

The authentic source of information concerning the
establishment of the first publie school in the City of
Harlan is the firet and original Minubte book of the first
board of school trustees in Harlan, This book iz on file
in the office of the Superintendent of City Schools, Harlan,
Kentucky. Quoting from the Mimute book page 10 concerning
the first meeting of the board of trustees, we read asg

Syonn A Dotson, Soeio Background and Education
in Harlan (NashvIlle, Tennessee: or eab ge
M@a T

.' “,g ’i 880




follows:

Harlan, Xentuocky Mareh 31, 1911l. 4t a
meeting of the duly elscted Trustees of the Harlan
Grade Common School District No. 1, this day
ocalled and held in the town of Harlan, at the
0ffice of the County Superintendent by W. Le
Bailey, County Superintendent of Harlan County,
for the pnlz:se of organizing a (rads 3chool 1in
Harlan, Kentuoky, at whieh the following trustees
were present: John B, Imuas We Wo Eager, M. R,
Heo end Dr, W, P, Cawoed,

By order of the abeve trustess ths school was desig-
nated as "The Harlan Oraded Commen 3shool.,” At the next
neeting of the trustees, & tax rate of 20 cents per $100.00
wag levied on all property for the support of the msochool,
The achool distriot was laid out and these boundaries remein
unchanged exoept in minor instances. Thia firat common
school of Harlan employed four teachers to direct and teach
all grades, and such high achoel subjecta as were offered,

School quarters were reanted until 1913.7

After 1910 the Harlan City School Systom began $o
grow rapidly, New bduildings wers ereoted and more hired.
In 1950 the oity school aystem had an enrollment of 1,600
students, There were more than 30 teachers in this sacheol
aystem,

6Records ¢f Harlan County uimute Book of City Beard
of School Trustees, 1911, p. 10.

| TBureau of Scheol Service, A History of Publie Educa-
tion in Rentueky (Lexington: Univeraily o% Kentueky, 1VZZ).
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Superintendents., 4 few of the superintendents in
the Harlan City School System are as follows: Paul Meek,

K, L. Honderson and Forrester Sharpe.

Trustees, From 1878 to 1908 Harlan County had
trustees, Then sub-distriet trustees was adopted, These
trustess 414 the hiring and firing of the teachers., Oral
oxaminations were given to the teashers by these trustees,
They visited the school and made reports to the Commissioneyr
and later to the superintendent as to what were the oondi-
tions of the schools.®

The County Board of Eduoation began in 1908. 1In 1921
the Superintendent was appeinted by the County Board of Educae
tion.

Table IV gives the names ¢f the superintendents in
Harlan County from 1885 te 1961 and the range in salary.

It shews that the salary inoreased from $3758 a year in 1885
to $4,800 a year in 2.953..g

Celored Schools

The growth of ovlored sshoola in Harlan County has

Span1 Meak,

};gi School Pupils
%)e

93tate Department of Education, Stete Superintendents
Ammal and Biannual Reports, 18601950,

N
o 4
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TABLE IV

NAMES OF SUPERINTENDENTS IN HARLAN COUNTY AXD
TEE RANGE IN THEIR SALARY 1880-1951

Yeay Rams of Supcr;ntondont Ammal Salary

1885~1886 A, B, Cornets $375
1886.1887 Carter C, Howard $375
1887-1890 J+ 3, Forreater $375
1890~1894 B, ¥, Holen $500
June 1894-3eptember

o4 ¥s Hy, Howard ¥o Report
18941898 J« S Forrester $500
18981899 d+ Ss Forreaster $800
18991902 We Ds Nolen - §500
1902.1906 Wade Skidmore $600
1906+1910 We J» Ry Howard 00
1910-1918 W, L. Bailey $1200
191841924 d. C» Jones $3,895,.76
1934~ Jamasg A, Cawood $4,800

Souros: State Department of E&neatian. State Suporinten&-
ents Anmal and Bianmual Reports, 186-1950,
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veen slow, In 1890 there were two colored schools with an
snroliment of seventy, In 1984 there were 13 schools with
an snrollment ef 1,044, In 1900 the enrollment had in-
croased to 1,896, The colored schools are looated at the
following places: Benham, Iyach, Harlan, Closplint, Verda,
siu.m. lousllen, Kildav, Coxten, Tway, Iiggett, Yancy and
midvréht. | -

gawood School

The Caweod Schoo) had ite beginning down under the
Hill where Pinley Day's homs is now built. It was & one
reom school with many windows and twe doors, 3Some of the
teashers that taught in this school were Mias Haynes, Miss
Hill, Joe Cawood and John Cawood.

Iater the sehool was moved $o the hill which is now
2 little village, In the year 1928, Cawood School sensisted
of two separats duildings with five olasarooma. James A
Cawood, who is now the County School Superintendent was the
Prinoipal of this 1ittle scheol, The two buildings were
oconnected and three more glassrooms were added, Caweod kept
growing at a rapid pace, Jess Mays of Barbourville served
as Principal of Cawood School with eight teaachers.

Forester dharp, now Harlan High School Superintendent,
Charles Chumley, Charlss Stesle, John Burkhart, Ted roe,
Rdward Cawood, Everett Hopper, Virglil MeGlamary, Paun) Carier
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and John Ellig have been principals of Cawooed School.
¥hen the parents and teashers felt the nsed of a
larger achool, it wag obiained by the Supsrintendent and
the County Board of Bducation with the aid of tha Federal
Govermment, A brieck building waa conatrusted and the old

‘wooden addition was remodelsd, In 1945 this building
oosting $90,000 was burned by an unknown origin.

The County Board of Eduoation has rebuilt in place
of the ruins, the most modern building in the state of
Kentuoky, It is valued at over $100,000. It consistas of
twelve classrooms, rest rooms for boys and rest rooms for
girls, offiee, dbookroom, lunchroom, auditorium and kitchen,
The kitehen has all electric appliances such aa elaecirio
atoves, dishwagher and refrigeratora. The bullding is also
equipped with a pudblie address system and fire alarm in the
offioe,

The school was named for one of our most honored
settlers, Hiram C, Cawood, Ne served on our school board
faithfully until the end, |

The school has over 650 children enrolled. An old
btailding on the outaside has been briock sided, painted on
the inside and used as a clessroom, The auditorium stage

is ugsed Ag a alassrcm.m

10cawood Faculty, Cuweod Sechool Anmual (Loulsville,
Kentueky, May 1949).
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In 1947 there ware eighty one elementary schivols in
Harlan County. There ware 39 one room, 13 two rooms, 8
three rooms, & four rooms, 8 five rooms and 10 slx or more
mm.n fhe avorage monthly salary was §$158,69. The total
enrollment was 12,435, Twenty«five percent of the bteachers
had less than two years of oollege. Three of these slemenw
tary schools are stone, twelve briok and fifty-gix are Lframs,

Certification ef teachers from 1920 to 1951

In 1920 the taaohoz# took written sxaminations aa
they had done in the past, 41l appliocsnts hed Yo have one
yeer of High School or Normal Schoel.*® In 1982, the exami-
nations were elenminated, All teachers or rather now teachers

neelled one year of ocollegs in order to get an Blementary Cere
uﬂoatmm
c¢ollege in order to get & ocertificats to teach in elementary

In 1934, all new teachers needed two ysars of

schools.® Harlan County met these requirements until 1942,
In 1942 was the beginning of Emergenoy Certificatos.

In 1941, Harlan County 4idn't have any Eusrgsncy or
pormit teachers. In 1961, Harlan County has 115 emergency

Mppresn of School Service, Public Edueation in Harlan
County (Lexington: Univeraity of KSHTUGKY, 1927). T

1Z50ts of the Ceneral Asmembly, 1920,

1B1ots of the General Assemdly, 1932,

4,0t of the General Assembly, 1934,
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teachers in elementary sehools and some of whom are serving
a8 principals of amall elementary schools,

The curriculum of & large percentage of the elemen-
tary schools are rigid with very little flexibility. The
days program tends %o he broken up into mumerous ahorit
periods, Such schedules meke it &ifficult o de any type
of teaching other than the ususl textbook teaching.15

In 1947 all the elsmentary schools in Harlan County
were increased from 7 to 9 months in lengih, In 1951 the

schools contimued thair term to the same length,

Sumary

Klementary schools were slow in developing previous
to 1910, 8ince 1910, the schools have meny problems., The
problem faced of housing the children has caused great cone
cern,

In 1830 thare were sixty-four children in school. In
1950 there were over 12,000,

The earliest sohools were taught in log houaes,

Proviocus %0 1852 no Cextification was required of the
teachsrs,

This eounty had truatees frem 1878 to 1908, They
hired the teachers, visited the gchools and made reports to

the Commissioner,

1%paresu of Scheol Service, Publio Education in Harlan
Gounty (Lexington: University of §Lﬁ5&3ﬁ?, 19377,
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In 1921, the superintendent of mchools was aprointed
by the County Board of Education,

Colored schools have increased from two in 1890 %o
thirteen in 1950,

Cawood school hed 1its beginning in a small one room
house with many windows and two doors. New rooms were added
until 4t become &n eight teacher school, In 1945 this
building burned, A new building sosting over 100,000 was
erscted in 1947,

There wore eighty one slementary schools in the
aounty in 1947,

The teachers mat the state requirements for Certifi-
oates from 1930 to 1942, In 1951 there were 110 emergenay
teachers in the elemsntary schools,

The curriculum of a large perocentage of the schools
1s rigld with very little flexibility, |

The achools have improved but there is still plenty

of roam for improvement,



CHAPTER IV

SECONDARY EDUCATIOR IN HARLAN COUNTY
1891-1950

Chapter IIY, presented the establishment of the
early schools and traced their development frem the earliest
period to the present. This Chapter will trace the develope
ment of the secondary schools from the earliest period to
the present,

The early history of secondary education in Harlan
County is a story of early academies, The acaldemlies were
the firat secondary schools in Harlan County. The high
schools oame later and some contimued in the place where
the academios had been organized,

Aoademien, Private Schools and Eigh Schools in Harlan
ounty from 18911960

The Presbyterian Chureh established the Harlan Academy

in 1891 in Mt. Plessant later known as Harlan, The school

was discontimued in 1916, The following year & Qommunity

School was organized at Smithby the same Church. It was
dnoontimed in 1930, The American Missionary issociation ‘
of the Congregational and Chrigtiasn Churches eatablished a
sohool on Yoocums Creek about 1892, It was located at Evarts
and was called Blaok Mountain Acsdenmy. ‘
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The present high school at Evarts 1is en outgrowth
of the old Black Mounﬁain Academy, The work of the academy
was given up by the mission board after the coming of the
rallroad into Evarts in 1911, The school work continued
a8 c¢ounty work, and in 1920 the property wes bought by the
County Boerd of Rducation, |

Benham High #chools In 1920 this sehool had its
beginning, The firat class wes greduasted in 1924, In
1940 Benham High 8choul, in addition to the main building,

there 1s included a woodworking end handicraft shop, en
sutomo tive mechani¢ shop and a music eonter, The total
enrollment in Benham High School in 194041 was 234, All
of the teachers, except the teauhers ct woodworking and
automotive meghanics wers college graduates, The salaries
of the teachers were higher than the Karlén County schedule
and range from %900 to $2028.

Black Star High School end Iynch High. These schools
had theig‘beginning in 1925, <they have an enrollment of 225

students in Black 3tar and 5785 in Lynch, The coal companies
st Black Star and Lynch had a part in the bullding of these
schools. They sontinue to ald these schools in supplemente
ing the teashers salaries and running c¢lud houses for the
teschers,

ine Mountain Settlement School. In 1913, ¥iss Ethel
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de ILong and Miss RKatherine Pettit founded this settlement
school, Pine Mountain Settlement 18 an endowed institue
tion, The total funds held as of January 1, 1941, were
$336,061.,65, No loeal group or agency had any authority
in controlling its nrogram or development, The plant cone
gisted of twenty bulldings and 335 acres of land, The
facllities of the Plne Mountain Settlement School 1limit
the enrollment of 100 boarding students, In 1942, there
were twenty eight astaff members, Twenty five of this group
were college graduates., These wlthout & degree were a
house mother, a secretary and & bookkeeper. In 1949,
this school was teken over by Berea College and the Harlan
County Board of Education, The High School was discontinued
in 1948, This sechool was made a consolidated grade school,
grades 1 through 8, Four of the county grade schools were
combined with the Pine Mountain Settlement School. Harlan
County Board of Bducation hire teachers for the school,
éerea College use this school aa a training school, The
students taking prectlce teanching, do their practilce
teaching at Pine Mountain Settlement School, The students
who complete the eighth grade at thié school are able to
attend the school at Berea 1f they desire.

The Cumberland High School was initlated in 1929, 1In
1940-41, this school had an enrollment of 264, It has cont




timed to grow rapidly. At present 1t is the second

largost high school in Harlan Ccm.nty‘l

Harlen High School, The four year senior high

achool in the city of Harlan was established in 1917 and
was open to city and county atudents, For the year a %otal
of twenty-one teachers were employed. Sinee 1926 this high
school has heen & member of the southern assooiation of
Colleges and Seaondary schooh.a

8ll High School., In 1934 the owners of the property
at Grays Knob gave the use of & brick cormisgsary to the Hare
lan County Board of Education for & high school, A atone
gymnasium was built on a vacant lot near the school in 1935,
In 1939, a new duilding costing $110,000 was ereoted near
the gymnasiun and the old building, In September 1940, &
tm&é school, teaching woodwork, metal work, electricity
and aulomotive mechanies was opened in the old ocormisasary
building, The total enrolliment in Hall High School in 1940w
41 wos 431, All of the teachers were oollege graduates and
each was teaching in the £1isld of specisl training., The
salaries of the teachers were based on the Harlan County
Bingle salary schedule and range from $855 %o $1,500, The

1J°hn DGt‘Qﬂ& soele B 4 hanging Educf-

tion in Harlan Coun - ' Joorge Peabody
Tollege for Teachers, 194’1). P 14.'?.
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school had the only pudblic library in the area,

Wallins High Schools Wellins High School had its
beginning in 1987, It had an enrolliment of 190 in 1940w
4%, ‘

loyal High Schools Ioyal High School was erested
in 1929 with seventeon rooms, Anothsr addition waes come
pleted in 1941, In 1941 all the teachers were college
graduntes, In this same year, the total enroliment was
708 while that of grades nine through twelve was 312,

There are nine high schools in Harlan County, Seven
of these high schools are oounty schoola and two oity schools,
The total enroliment in the county high schools for the year
1940-41 was 2,102,°

Certification of Teachers in Harlan County in 1941

Table V ghows the range in training of the teachers
in Harlan County in 1941, It shows that only three teachers
had less than two years of ocollege and only one bhelow two

years of college; 192 had from & to 4 years of oollege and
144 had degroem*

In 194041 there was little provision made for supere
visors and speocial subjeot teachers, Each school with two
or more teachers had one designated as principal. Only two

S1b1d., pe 208,

1d., pe 82,



TABLE V

COLLEGE TRAINING OF HARLAN COUNTY TEACHERS 1940-41

Range in Amount of Cellege Training Yoar 1940«1941
Below Collegs

0«3 Semester Hours

32«63 Semester Hours 0
64~120 Jemester Hours 198

Bs S. Degres and above 144

Sourae: sk g mnd.‘and_a_&an \
n County (NGSnville, Te :
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prineipals in the sounty, inoluding high schools, 40 not
teach, Sixty-two teach half time or more and five teach
leas than half time, There were two attendance officers
who kept the school census, iasusd free books, cheoked
teachers reports and made reports for the State Department
bf Edueation,

Aa.g__;\.t Edueoation

The development of an adult eduocation program in
Harlan County has received moms attention. During 1%4l.
42, in reaponse to the war need, and in cooperation with
the Federal Goverpmept, two schools provided dsfense prow
grams in sutomodbile mechanios, welding and radie signaling.
There are three mine sehools for adults with a curriculum
Gestgned to help men %0 help men %o pass the state examinae.
tion for a mine foreman's sertificate and to help other men
besome betier workmen, One school has night typing classes
for adults, another woodworking, and two others have home
economic groups whiach is daged on the interest of the mothers
and includes sush things as canning, sewing and orafta. One
gschool has & night olass in aslesmanship for employeld pere
8on{.

In 1946-47 the Harlan Ceunty Sohools providad formal
eduoation for adults in the field of vocational training omly,
Vooational training is provided fer veterans ef World War II,
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both in regular clasmes and on the Jjob, The %total mumber
enrolled is around 6850 but net all of these live in Harlan
County; some veterans from surrounding eounties, Bell, Knox
and Clay are given veoationsl trai.nineas

In 1942 a guidance director was employsd whose duties
vere $0 supervise beginning teachers, and others who request-
ed 1t, to cooperate with the Harlan County Planning Counoll
in the anmal guidance institute, to help administer a test-
ing service designed to aid teachers and students in vooa=
tional gnidance, and to work with communities on currioculum
changes,

The Curriculum

%he elementary and seoendary achools of Herlan County
bage their curricula on the atate adopted course of study
for rural communities although the county is almost dntirely
industrial, since only & per eent of the employed workers
ars sngaged in agrioculture,

In 1947 Harlan school gystem had an assistant super-
intendent who did some supervising in the high achools.
There waan't a guldance director in any of the high sahools,
Two attendance officers took care of the schools attendance
reports ani 4id some supervising i{n the rural schools. XNo

5Reoozds of County Superintendentts offioce,
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high school principal did asny teaching.

In 1947 the adminlstrative organization of Harlan
County School System was organized on & line snd staff
basis.

The superintendent of schools 1s indicated as the
chief edminiatrative offlicer, responsible directly to the
board.

The position of the assistant superintendent is on
the same level as that of other administrative officers,
but also includes the duties of supervisor of high schools.
Lines of authority and responsiblility consequently do not
flow from the superintendent directly through his assistant
to all other educational workers. HNo particular person,
except the superintendent is responsible for the administre-
tion of pupil transportation and for the business officers
of the school svstem, which employs 415 teachers and spends
over a million dollars annually.

Prineipals recommended teachers, janitors, school
1unchroom.managqrs; and substitute teachers for their
schools, They were responsible for all types of extra
curricular activities carried on within their schools and
for the accounting of funds raised within the sechool and
through school and commnity sctivities.®

GBuraau of School Service, Public Education in Harlan
County, (Lexington: University of Kentucky, 1047)e




43
In 1947 the enrollment in Cumberland High School
had ineoreased to 393, Benhem 2B1, Lynch 458, Evarts 509,

'Harlan 413, loyal 338, Wallins 875, Black Star 210 and

Hall 460, The number of high sahool teaochers inareased

to 106; Table VI shows the training of Harlan County High
School Teachera. It shows that 3 teachers have less than

%4 year college, three have 1 to 2 years ocollege, 10 with

2 %o 3 years oollege, 4 with 3 %o 4 years, 48 with a degree,
and 22 have more than 4 years, It showa that 20 or 20 per
oent of the teachers are emergency teachers,

In 1947 all the high schools in Harlan County were
appraised by the University of Kentuocky on the basis of
the following:

1, Adaptability to edueational nesds,

2, Safety,

3, Realthfulness,

4. Convenienoce,

8. Aesthetis Fitness,

The same olassifioations as that for sites « "Excellent®™,
"Good", "Fair" and "Poor"” was used for buildings, from the
standpoint of construotion, physieal ocondition, and suitabi.
1ity.

Table VII shows the range of appraisal of the high
schools in Harlan County. It shows that all the high schools
were excellent as to the bulldinga, as to site one exeellent,



TABLE VI

COLIECE TRAINING OF "
HARLAN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS 1947

Anount of College Grades 9412
Praining High Scheol Teachers

Less than & year

4 to 1 year

1l to 2 years

2 %o 3 years 10
8 to 4 years 4
4 years (Degres) 48
More than 4 years 38
Total 100

7Source: Bnreau of Sehool Service, Public Educstion

in Harlan Gounty (Isxington: University of XeXGuoky, IV47],
P »



HIGH SCHOOLS IN HARLAN COUNTY

TABLE VII

45

Characterigtios |
gite Building Schooln
Fair Excellent Cumberland
Excellent Excellent Benham
Fair Excellent Evarts
Fair Exoellent loyal

Fair Excellent Wallins
Fair Exoellent Hall

Good Excellent Blagk star

- Seurce: Pureau of School Service, Pudblie Mnoatiéh in

Harlan County (Lexington: Universiiy o

sntuoky, 7)
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one good and five falr,

The high schools of Harlan County followed %the usual
practice of requiring all pupils Vo complete certaln sub-
Jjecta ag prerequisite to graduation, The sachool gystem had
not adoplied a policy regarding the nature of sush regquire-
nentg, but had lsft the dabiainn to each gehoole AB & YOw
gult, there was considerabls variation in the number and
kinds of subjects required, Tabla VIII, page 47 presgent
the 1list of requirements in each high sohool in the county
distriots.

In aotual praotice, the wvariation in the sudjects
vwhich all pupils must take is not so great as would appear
from the statements of requirements, Moat of the schools
are small and have such limited efferings that no pupil can
obtain the numbey of oredits required for graduation unless
he takes nearly every aubjeet offered,

Central Office Supervigory Staff

The present pupervisory staff of the Harlan County
Schools conaists of an elementary supervisor, two helping
teaahsrs and a health eoordinator, In addition, the fpsigte
ant superintendent serves as & partetime supervisor of high
sohools. The helping teachers and the health eoordinater
report adminiatratively %o the elsmentary supervigor who in
turn is responsidble direotly to the superintendent,



TABLE VIII

47

REQUIRED SUBJECTS IN HARLAN,COUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS

1945-465

e S

subjeets Required

8choeol (Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 1l Grade 12
Benham English English English English
Health Health Health Health
Phyﬂ MO PhYQ M, PhYo ®d, Phyp MQ
Amer, Hist, Amer, Gov't
Cumberland
English English English English
Algebre VWorld Hist, Esonomiecs
Gen, Se. Blolocy Amer, Hist,
Evarts English FEnglish English English
Gen, Sc¢, World Hist, Geometry
Civies Blology Amer, Hist, Sociology
Algebra
Black Star
English English English English
Amer, Hist,
Hall English English English English
Gen Se¢. Blology Algebra Geometry
Gen, Math, Algebrs World Hist, Amer, Hist,
Ioval English English English English
Gen. Math Amer, Hist,
Gen, Seclence
Civies
Wallins BEnglish Engligh English English
Sosial Social Soecial Social
Studies Studies Studies Studies

B%cireet Buresu ol School Service,
Harlan County (lexingtons

Publie Education In

University of Kentucky,

s DelB2,



43

A wide variety of technliques has been employed in
the development of the program of supervision in Harlan
County. One of the most promising of these $eshniques is
the preschool conference which was conduoted before the
formal opening of school in 1946, Health education, rend-
ing, resource-uge educationsl programs, the school librery
and rmtrition were among the problems considered by the
group.

In addition to leé;&eréhip in preschool conferences
and digtriot conferencom, the gupervigsory starf engaged in
a graat variety of other activities. The entire gtaff genere
ally meets each Friday aftermoon %o formulate plans for the
succeeding week, The pleans inelude such responsibilities as
viasitation to individusl sohools and classrooms, meetings
with loeal mdhool faoulties, arrangements for intervisitation
of teachers and school fapulties, and dlstridbution occesion
suggestions on gpecifiec problems, suggested units of work
and illustrative art ma.teriall.g

Salary of High School Teachers
The average salary of high school teachers in 1945-46

was one hundred forty five dollars a month,
Harlan County opened its first high school with &

“Bureau of Schosl Servioce, Public Edueation in Harlan
County (Iexington: University of Kentucky, 1947, Ps 10X
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pupils. The total enrollment of all high schools in Harlan
County was 3,466,

High Sehool oOr gation

All the high schools except one have grades 1 through
12, One has grades 1 through 6, Junior high 7, 8, 9 and
Senior high 10, 11, and 12,

The teashers of Harlan County High Schools are much
more highly trained than the teachers in the beginning of
the first high schools, During the war years, the qualifie
oations of the teachers decreased tremendously,

Sumary

The early high schools in Harlen County were Academies,
The earliest one was established in 1892,

In 1917, the first high school was established in
Harlan, the county seat of Harlan County,

There were nine high schools in the sounty in 1950,

Adult education has received some attention., The
total number enrolled in 1046 was 650,

The currisulum 1s based on the state adopted course
of study for rural commmities.

The administrative organization of Harlan County
Schools in 1947 was organized in & line and staff basis,

In 1947 there were 100 high school teachers in the
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eounty. Twenty percent of these teachsers held emargenoy
ocertifioaten,

The mupervisory staff of the County Schools consists
of an slimentary supervisor, two helping tue}nrg and a
healih soordinator.

The enrollment of the high schools has inoreased
from 6 pupile 4in 1917 %o 3,496 in 1951,

All the high schools except one have grades one
through twelve,

The high school teachers ef the couniy at present
are muach more highly trained then the teachers in the early
high schools,



CHAPTER V
INSTITUTES AND NORMAL SCHOOLS

In Chapter IV, the development of secondary educae
tion in Harlan County was presented, This Chapter will
ghow the important papt institubes and normals played in
the development of education in Harlan County,

County Institubes and Normals played an important
part in the development of education in Harlan County,
These Normals and Institubes gave the fteachers practical
training in methods of teaching and a review of subject
matter,

gtitubes and Nt

Inatitutes lasted a day or two while the Normals
lasted from five to ten days. These Institutes and Normals
were taught by local teachers or educators brought in the
county to conduet the training., In gome cases teachers
from Harlan, Enox and Bell counties would get together and
have a large Institute.

The teachers of Earlan County had no normal school
for training from 1838 %o 1890. The legislature of 1869
provided for Teachers Institutes,t The fee was two dollars,
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The Institute was & school for teachers where
common school branches were taught and where ideas and
moethods were presented.

The Beachers Institutes in Harlan County were well
attended, In 1901 the County Superintendent agtsted that
teachers wars interssted in the msetings,

These inmtitutes were held in Herlan County onoce a
yoar, At the end of the training each teacher took an
sxamination in order to get his certifiocats renewed,

The County Superintendent thought these Inatitutea
and Hormals were important for teachers. A few of these
Harlap County Superintendents reports are given below:

18911893, Harlan County, B. P, Nolan Jr,
Superintendent. For the year ending June 30 18'35,
aohools were taught in eagh of the £17%y while
goxmon school distriots ¢f this oounty, and in the
two oolored pchools, with a better general average of
attendance than any year previous, Educational ine
terest is inoreasing. Teachers are makingh
offort to better gqualify themselves, and the negleot
on the part of the trustees and patrons has to a
great exteni, disappeared,
The peogalz now pay the tax levied for the
ose of building 8 school-house readily, where
ut & year or so age they 4 reluctantly. So,
it ia heg:d. that within & fow years there will de
& comfortahle and well furnished house for each
ustriot in Harlan Sounty, and that the old log, ene
window, one door acklua bench, blue back spellsr,
etc,, un goon haappm‘
speak with gﬁu of the improvement made
by the teaahars of this county in the last two
yoara, I feel that in & fow years they will net
be surpassed by any in the astate.,
It i with regret that I record the destme-



tion by fire (Augnst 25th) of the Blaok Mountain

» Which had been erected near the mouth
of Yooun's Creek at a gsost of $5,000,

It wag & commodious duilding, reared by
the imerioan Missionary Assooiation and ths
sitizens of that neighdorheod,

The prospact for the common aschools ia
Llattering.

, 1895.1896 J. 8, Forrester, County Supsrin.
tendent, Harlan, Ky. _

In addition to ny atatistioesl repers, I
deaire to say that publis sentiment in favor of
the common sochools is om the agscendanoy in Harlan
County., Socme still objest te what they call new
mnethods, but, generally speaking the teachers
of the amty meet with no serious hindrances in
applying the lateat msthods of instruction. I
have direocted my best efforts to duilding up a
healthy publio aentiment in favor of the schools
and improving methods of teaching, and with the
co-pperation of an intelligent, wio.o.awake body
of teachers, feel that I have suogcesded admirsbly.

In thia conneotion, I feel that a word is
due these falthful teachers, more than half of
whom spend thelr salaries in preparing thomaelves
for their work, Heretofore, they have bheon com-

pelled to leave the county for this purpose, some

goling teo Willlsmsburg, seme to Iexington, while
others have gone to Tennessee, However, our

oung men and women may hereafter find acoommoedow
ions for this purpoas at ocur own county sesat,
where a handsome briok buil has reocently been
erected at an expense of $6,000, and a first class
sohool opened,

Fifty-two teachers attended the County Ine

atitute 1896-.96, James Ball, Harlan, Kentucky was
the Inatitute conduotor,

1899.1901 W, D, Rolen, Superintendent, Harlan

County Schools,

The sahools of this County are all in seasion,

and are doing a better work than in the past year,
There are fiftye~four white and two oolored
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distriots in the county, of which fortiy are taught
by teachers holding first-clags certifiocates, This
eonty now has two high schools or asademies, one
situated at the county seat and the other abeut
oight miles from Herlan, at the Mouth of Yooum's
Creek, The Harlan Académy is & good, briek tuilde
ing, and has 2 great ocorpa of teachers, the normel
department of which is under the supervision of

‘ Professor E, F., Dizney, our most succeasful teachor,

who is doing aplendid work for the young teaghers
of the County, Blaek Mountain is a commodious
trme,bnimng. and its teachers are doing a gaod.
wor‘l:tin educating the young men and women of the
sounty.
We have as efficient & body of Leacheras as

nountain eounty in the atate, Ve have sbout
thirty good sehool-houses in the county, and
geve-2l more under repalr, and dbuilding, The
Teachers Institutes and distriet assoclations the
past two years, were well attenled dy the teachers
vwho took & great interest in them, The parents of
the county are more interested in educating their
children than ever defore,

1901-1903 Superintendent Walde Skidmore,
Harlan, Kenbtueky,. :
The achools of Harlan County are all in
session, having all visited by me; the work of the
teachera has been found, generally, very satiaface
tox{;n There are at present over forty teashers in

Hay) County holding first-class ocertificates,
This oounty has 54 white and two oeolored
districts, with two Academieg, one of the Harlan
Acadeny, situated at Harlan, %ha county meat, the
other at Evarts, Xentucky, about eight miles from
Harlan, anl known as Black Mcuntein Academy.

- Harlan Aocsdeny 1s a commodious, briok
structure and has a corps of efficient teachers, who
ars doing splendid work both for the young teachers
and pupils of Barlan County,

The Harlan Aeademy is now under the charge
of Principal A, L, Whitfleld who has been employed
in place of B, ¥, G r, who was Principal last
year, and whose death June, 1903, was greaily
1me§ted by the teachers and citigens of Harlan
County.
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Consideyrable progress is being made in the
school work of Harlan Gounty, and the citizens are
beo more interoagted in educating their children;
The ability of the teachers of Harlaen County is
second to no mountain aounty in the State,

19051907 W, J« R« Howard, Superintendent, Harlan
Kentueky. Harlen, Kentuoky
| « Septembey 24, 19CY7

Konq Janes H. Fuqu&, Sr.,‘Supt.
Public Instruction
Prankfort, Xeantucky

Deer Sir:

It is a pleasure %o me to report the achools
of this ocounty in a proaperous ocondition, with detter
attendance and more interest manifested then ever
before, They are not what any one iantercsted would
like %o have them, atill we are proud of our coumon
schools and the great and goofl work they are doing
in this and many other ocounties, end look forward
to the time when ws may have longer termsg, better
salaries and more prefessionsal men and women for
this great service,

Yours Very Truly,
WedeRy Howard
19101911, Harlan Counby, ¥e.is. Bailey, Superintendent:
Our Institutea for the past two years has been
& puccesz and the teachers greatly benefited with
Professor T.0. Hoe, of Lexinghon as an inatructor.

In 1914-19158 Teadhers Institutes were hold. A,

R, EBvans was the instructor, He received $60.00 a year
in fees for oconduoting these 1netitutea.z

After 1920 no reporis were given on ingtitutes,

More teachers were attending the Normal Schools at

zsuperintqndantk Anmaal Report for years indieabed.
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Rigchmond end Lexington, Kentuckys

The generael plem for these institutes and normala
was to give review courses in Grammar, Aprithmetioc, Geogra~
phy and History.

At night there were speakers, musical entertsinment

end partles,

Summary

Institutes and Normals were in operation in Hearlan
Oounty from 1891 to 1916, They played sh Important part
in training teachers in the sountye

The County Superintendents from 1801 to 191}
thought the schools were imporving, They spoke of the
institutes very highly. These inatitutes were held
annually,

The purposes of these institutes wers to help the
teachers review the common sehool branches and get an
insight into new methods of teaching. Present dey

Ceachers orgenizations originated from these institutes.



PRESENT DAY EDUCATION IN HARLAN COUNTY

Chapter V showed the importance of institutes and
normals in the development of edusation in Harlan County.
This Chapter will give a brief sketah of edusasion in
Harlan County as it ia at present.

Adninigtration of the Harlan County School Syatem

The Harlan County school systom is adminlstered dy
& lay board of education, a superintendent of schools
appointed by the hoard and & staff of professional workers

elscted by the board upon the recommendstion of the supere
intendent,

Board of RBdugation

The Board of Bdueation of Harlan County aonaists of
five members elected on & nonpartisan ballot at the regular
Hovember eslections held in even-mnbered years. One membey
is chosen from oach of five divisions of the county for a

torm of four years, Two members are chosen at one eleation
and three at the next suceeeding eleatlion, so that the

terms are overlapping, A candidate i3 plaoced on the bhallot
by means of & petition signed by not fewer than £ifty legel



votors of the division and £iled with the County Court
Clerk not less than forty-five nor more than sixiy days
before the day of the eleation, When & vasaney oocurs
on the board, the other member £11ls it by appointing an
eligivle person to merve the remainder of the unexpired
term,

The present Harlan County Board of Education is
somposed of a physioian, a merchant, a farzcr, & mining
engineer, and a ooal operator, The tenure of the present
Board ranges from eleven to thirty-nine years, Only four
persons, other than the present members, have gerved on
the board asince 1933,

The Narlan County Board of Eduoation interprets ita
function aa being that of poliey formation and appraisal,
Administrative funotions are delegated to the auperinten~
dent and to the professional staff working under his direc
tion and supervision,

Barlan County is served by three publie school
systema, one parochial elementary sehools The three publio
sohool districts are the Harlan Independent School Distriet,
embracing the City of Harlan and three amall adjacent
communitiesn; the Lynch Independent 3School District, serving
the unincorporated tomm of Lynch; and the County Schoel
Distriet,
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Most achools of Harlan County are organized accord-
ing o the 8-4 plan,

The City Sohool of Harlan has & board of five
nambers elested by the people.l Eagh member is elecied
for four years with two members going cut of office in
two years and three members going out in the next two
years,

Their main duties are to set up sechwsl policies;
elect teachers and adopt budgetas for the sechoolss They
also set up tax rates, The City Supsrintendent is elected
by the Board and serves for a tem of four years, Ferrester
S+ Sharpe 1s the present Superintendent of Schools.

The City Board of Education delegates antherity for
the exeoution of its poliedes to the superintendent of
schools in reasonable agccord, with modern gtandards of
achool administration and he 1s reocognized as their ehief
executive, Adequate aukhority for the proper adminiastration
and supervisien ani diseipline of each school is passed on
%o its principal by the superintendent,

Elmntarx Sehools

In Harlan County, the county tax rate for the support
of all schools is $1,50. The money received in %taxes is

lkauor&a in City Superintendent's Offioce,
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supplemented by the state., The total expenditure for the
county on education for grades one through twelve in 1949-
1950 waz $1,170,140,10,%

Buildings and Types of Sehools

fable IX shows that there are eighty-one elementary
schools throughout the oounty., Out of these eighty-one
sohools, sixty-six are of frame struoture, Four are of
cinder block and eleven of dbrick., Over half of these
buildings ars over twenty years old. There have been only
four new buildings construoted in the last ten yeara.z

Harlean City School is compesed of one central bdbuild.
ing with a large auditorium and gymnagiun, four amell
slementary schools, & school for negroes, an athletic field
and a teachers' olubhouse,

A% the present time, the bulldings are crowded and
in need of repair, '

The elementary schools in the Pine Mountaln Area are
inadequate in amat every respeat, The sites are poor, the
buildings are not well lighted or heated, and the equipment
ie very poor. Sines & few of these schools have been con-

Biarlan Daily dnterpriss, (Kentuecky), Dec. 31, 1980,

®Bureau of Sehool Servioe, Public Education in Harlan
Qounty (Lexington: University of Yentuoky, 1v47).




TABLE IX

6l

BLEMENTARY SCHOOL BUILIIBGS IN HARLAN COURTY

School fype of Bullding
Chad Frene
Coldiron Frame
Blair Freme
Holansburg Fraus
Splint Frame
Kildav Freae
Rutherford Frame
Cloverfork Freme
Huff Franme
Cloversplint Freme
Highsplint Frame
Shields Frame
Dizney Frame
Upper Jonesg Creek Freme
Lower Jonss Creek Frane
White Star Frame
Putney Frame
Rosspoint Frame
High Bank Frame



EIEMENTARY SCHOOL BUILDINGS IN HARLAW COUNTY

(Contirmmed)

Sehool

Type of Building

Abner's Branoh
Big Iaurel
Creech

Divide

Green Hill
Inoline

laural

Reuben

3alt Traoce
Straight Creek
Path Fork
Kentenis

Twila

Jeasse's Ureek
Dixie Town
Molus
Forrester's Creek
Insul

Turkey Fork
Ayendale

Freme
Freme
Frame
Frame
Frame
Freme
Freme
Frame
Frane
Frame
Froane
Frame
Frame
Frame
Prame
Frams

Prame

Franme



EIEMENTARY SCHOQL BUILDINGS IN HARLAN COUNTY

(Contirmed)

School

Type of Building

Browniesa Creek
Bardo

Beach Grove
Chevrolet
Cranks

Upper Cranks
Mill Craek
Elconmb
Hensley

Hurat

Johngon
isnarue

Smith

Three Point
Litile Creek
Mary Helsn
Tway

Upper Hensley
Liggett

Clover Splint Negro

Frame
Freame
Frame
frame
Frame

Freme
Frame
Frame
Frame

Frame

Frame



ELBMERNTARY SCHOOL BUILDINGS IN HARLAN CCUNTY
(Contimed)

School

Type of Building

High Splint Nearo
Goldenash
Chevrolet NHegre
Liggett Negro
Sunghine

Xitts

Redbud

Black Mountain
Ages

Coxton

Totz

Cawood

Hall

Harlan

Evarts
Cunberland
Benhanm

Lynch

Freme
Frane
Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame
Cinder Bloek
Cinder Blook
Cinder Bloek
Cindsr Block
Rrick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BUILDINGS IN HARLAR GOURTY

{Contimsed)
8chool Pype of Building
loyal Brick
Wellina Brick
Black Star Brlck

Source: Bureau of School Service, Publio Lduoation in
Earlan County (Lexington: Bnivaruit%‘ﬁﬁo en s L9%7)




66
solidated, some of this poor coniition has been improved.

Maintenanoe of Buildings
School building maintenance in the Harlan County
Sohool System presents a lsrge problem to the administra-

tive staff, Partially bvecsauss of the shortage of manpower
and materials during the way years, some of the Harlan
mty Sehools have'tallan into & deplorable astate of ree-
pair, |
Seventeen of the elementary school buildings are in
need of repalr, Twelve of these dbulldings are privately
owned, In meny instanees, buildings owned by the ooal and
lumber companies have been neglected. In soms cases, these
buildings had been originally construoted to perve as Churches, |
and wers later put to use as school buildingas,
Ap has been indicated, the rapid inoresase in populaw
tion in the years following the opening of the mines found
the public achool aystem unprepared to provide needed faole
1ities, The mining companies and other private agenoies ‘
eonstruoted or converted buildings for schools, HNaturally,
some of the duildings were totally unauitadble for use as
schools., The school officialsg have recognized the problems
involved in private ownership of public ashool fasilities
and have besn working toward a solution, In the past
fourteen yoars, new dbuildings oosting more than $1,200,000
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have been erected, Many of these buildings replaced
struotures originally erected dy private concerns, The
County Board of Education has aoquired title to several
buildings which were once owned by private companies and
which will wear adaquately for a number of years,

In Harlan County there are thirty-nine, one teacher
elementary schools, thirtesn, two teacher schools, elght,
three teacher sohools, five, four teachers schools, five,
five teacher schools and nineteen elementary schools that
have six or more teachera,

There are thirteen schools for colored pupils in
Harlan County., Eleven of these schools are elementary with
grades one through eight, %Two are high schools, one in
Bepham and one in Harlan, The negre pupils are transported

from various areas of the county.

length of Term
All the schools of Harlan Comunty have a school term
of nine months,

Supervigors

There are four supervisors in the county. Two of
these are women and two are men, They are avllege graluates
and have had several years teaching experience,

The supervisory staff employs most of the usually
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9oooptod procedures for improving the program of instruc-
tion in the schoola,

Supervisors and helping teachers are oconsidered
sonmuliants and reascurce individnals, The aotivities of
these individuals are soordinated with the supervisory
services of the principals, Thus eounty-wide supervisory
personnel cooperate at all times with area principals in
improving instruotionsl progrems in the various nchooln.4

Iibraries

4l1) of the City elementary schools have libraries
and the City of Harlan employs & City Librarian for the one
in the City, Fifteen of the elementary schools in the
county have a library, Seven slementary schools use the
libraries in the high schools,

Ei& Schools

There are nine high schools in Harlan County., Five
are members of Southern Association of Colleges and Secenda-
ry Schools. The high schools are located in Wallins, loyall,
Blackstar, Harlan, Evarts, Hall, Cumberland, Benham and
Lynch. %The prineipals of the high schools are as followa:
Wallins; Merle Hawﬁrd. Ioyall; Lather Jones, Blackstar;
Charles Steele, Harlan; €, H. Swafford, Evarts: Leonard

4Records from County Superintendents 0ffice, Des. 1950,
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Wollum, Hall; Mildred Rowland, Cumberland; Talmadge Huff,
Benham; John Boyd snd Lynch; H, C. Cash,

There are one hundred thirty-seven high sechool
teachers in Harlan County, Seventy-five percent of them
have completed four years of college, The average salary
for high school teachers for 1949-1950 wes $180 & month.
For ths support of high schools, the county levies a tax
which is supplemented by the state,

Buildings
®able X shows the name of sohool and type of build-

ing. All the high schools are housed in driok buildings
and heated with steam, The buildings are orowded, Classes
are held in study halls and libraries,

The buildings of all the high schools except Hall
and Evarts are used Jointly with the elementary schools.
Isboratory equipment and other supplieas are inadequate, The
schools buildings were built to take cars of ninety pereent
of the present enrollment,

Iibraries

Each of the high schools has & librery, Seven of
these high schools have been improved in recent years,

The boys and girls in these seven high sshoolas have
agoess o & fairly adequate list of reference books and other



70
TABLE X

JAME OF HIGH SCHOOL AND TYPE OF BUILDING

School Type of Building
Blagk Star Brick
Wallins ' Brick
Loyall Brick
Herlan Brick
Evarts Brieck
Hall Brick
Cumberland Brieck
Benhanm Briek
Lynch Brick

Somny ¢ ] 1 m [} D GNoo 0 1 0@ ;s ¢ Laueation )
Harlsn County (Lexington: University of Rentuoky, 1947).
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works of interest,

Extra~Curricular Activities
The pupils of the high schools take part in & greas
mutber of extra-currigular astivities, Such clubs as Glee,

Dramatie, 4-H add to the snjoyment and education of the
pupils. 4ll students are urged to belong to some aiub,

The two main sports partieipated in by the high
school studsnts are football and basketball, All nine of
the high schools partisipate in football and hasketball.
None of the high schools have a physiocal education direator,
All have coaches and assistant coaches but they teach part
of the time, The rest of their time ia used in coaching.

Phyeical Edueation for all students hasn't bacome a
reality in any of the high schools, Fewer than one-half of
the pupils are engaged in supervised physioal sotivity of
any sort, In very few schools are fasilities provided for
indoor astivity. Only a amall amount of indoor equipment
is available in the entire eounty and most of this equipe
ment is designed and used for competitive sports. In no
other important area of the curriculum are the average and
below avorage stuldents given so little attention. Even in
the laégar csnters there is, exocept in two or three schools,
no progran worthy of the name of physieal education, The
existing program in the majority of the schools laoks,
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4ireotion and olarity of purpose. These sports are gelf-
supporting. Only the boys take part in basketball, The
schools belong tc athletio leagues and play under the re-
galationg set up by the Xentucky State Athletio Association,
of which the schools are members, Other asports are provided
such as soft ball, volley ball, The names of the coaches
in Harlan County High Schools are as follows: Evarss, Wyatt
Thurman; Hall, John Brown; Loyal, Archie Peaoe; Lynch, Sam
Potter; Benham, Charley Davis; Cumberland, Harold Shrout;
Wallins, Needham Saylor; Black Star, Earl Bradford; and
Harlan, Jos Gilly.

Pupil Guidanoe

Since the Harlan County school system employs no
guidance specialists, the olassroom teacher has & heavy re=
sponsibility for counseling.,

The overemphasis of the development of skills and
academic knowledge has resulted in failure to make adeguate
provision for personal problems.

In the high schools of Harlan County, provisions for
coungeling vary greatly from school to school., In some
schoola, the classroom teachers are expected %o provide the
individual guidance, The short homeroom period provided
in these sehools is usually devoted to reading the Bible
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and ehecking attendance, In some schools, teachers have
s free period which they are expested to devote to indie
viduel counselings In one school, the duty of counseling
is assigned to the librarien and one other teacher. In
another school, the temcher remains with e grade for two
pericds, In the same school, s specisl guidance period
is provided for senlors, Invgnathar school, certain
teachers are assigned groupa‘%o counsel in regard to vooa
tional and educational piana. These teachers devote one
pericd a day to conforenses with individual pupils or
groups on their plans for the future,

Alliance for Guidance of Rurasl Youth
Glynn Morrie, Principel of Pine Mountain Settlement
Sehool started e Youth Guidance Imstitute in 1937, The

purpose of this institute was to help the faeulty of

this school to desl with problems of the students and

in that way improve their school, ~Consultants were
brought in and phasea of the school progrem was discusaed
with emphasis on pupill guldance.

In 1938 Glynn NMorris asked Supt. James A, Cawood to
make this institute sounty wide, Mr, Cawood celled all the
princeipals together and after much discussion they decided
that it would be helpful,
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A committee for planning the first eounty wide in-
atitute was a;;wintad.s

In the years immediately preceding the war, the
Harlan County schools made excellent progresa toward the
development of & good progrem of dhild study. Under the
ausploes of the Alliance for Guidance of Rural Youth,
various gpecialists in child study and pgnidance cume to
the county as consultants, Guidance institutes held in
the county were attended by many teachers and in certain
instences attracted Nationsl attention, The county often
was cited ag an example of what ocould be done by sochools
handicapped by lack of funds and by geographie 1solation.6

The Guidance Institutes sponsored by The Allianece
for Guidanoce of Rural Youth were revived in September, 1947,

~ A survey of Harlan County School was made by the

Bureau of Scheol Service-University of Kentueky, Lexington,
Kentucky in 1946-47, This survey &s has been indiecated in
this study revealed that the war and 1ts aftermath had
brought an end to much of the good work which had deen
started, The exodus of trained temchers from the sounty

Sinterview with R, ¥, Finchum, Superintendent, Clinton
City Schools, Clinton, Temnesses, on April 3, 1951,

8Bureau of School Service, Public Educatlon in Harlan
Oounty (Iexington: University of Kentucky, 1J27).
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and from the profecssion resulted in the discontimuance in
most of the schools of the systematic effort to aecure and
wge guidance information, Only a few schools had & coordie
nated program of child astudy. From 1947 to 1951 the instie
tutes have been devoted to ohild study. Consultants have
been brought in from Columbia Univereity, University of
Kentucky, State Depariments of Tducation and various other
Universities to participate in phases of the progrom,

During the yoar, the area meetings are uged as a
place to 1list the problems and discuss them, These prodlems
are put on the apgends for olarification and discussion in
the institute the following yeer., Some of the problems that
have been disoussed since this Cuidance Institute wasg revived
are as follows:

1. EKeeping folders for each child.

2, What information goes in the folder, how informa.

tion wag collected and how to use this information,

&« Disoipline-Discussions have been carried ocut and

a mmber of £ilms have been shown,

4, Ouidance anpd its relation to the school progrsm.

5« Use of instructional material,

6+ Iooal, 3%tate and National resourcss,

7. Methods of teasching subject matter, partioularly

Reading,



76

8, Health and Physiocal Eduoation Progrem,

9. Extra<Currioular astivitiea,

10, Good working relations with sach ahild,

Human and Publio Relationg have been the theme
through the Institute, |

In 1947, the seventh annual Herlan County Youth
Guidance Inatitute was sponsored by Harlen County Board of
Education, Harlan City Board, Harlan County Couneil of Soe
cial Ageneies, Harlan County Chamber of Commerce, and Lynch
Independent Schools, with the cooperation of Alliance for
Guidance of Rural Youth. It was held September 29 through
October 1, 1948 in Harlan City High School, Harlan, Kentuoky.

Brogram for Harlan County Youth Guidencs Ingtitute

NHednesday, September 29

3:50 P M. Meeting of chairmen, digoussion leaders, consulte
ants and recorders (Library«Harlan High School).

6:30 P,M, Reglstration (Harlan High School).

7:30 P,M. Opening General Session (Harlan High School
Gymnesium),

Ghairman: Mrs, Elmer Maggard, teacher; Cumberland Elementary
School., |

Theme: "Our Gaing; Our Goals",

Invocation: Reverend Mark Andrews, First Presbyterian Chureh,
Harlan, Kentuoky.




Masic: Peter V, Siroh, Evarts High Sachool,
Welcome: FPor Harlan City Schools, Dr., Clark Balley. .
For the County Sohools, Supt. James A, (awood,.
For Harlan County Chamber of Commeroce, Dr,
Tracy Jones,
Por Counoil of Social Agencies, Rev. C, Lynn
White,
Report of Progress: Fannie Middleton, Department of Pupil.
Personnel, Harlan County Schools,.
Addregs: "The School; Yesterday and Tomorrow®, Dr, Frank G,
Dickey, College of Education, University of Kentucky.
Discuasion: "Rew Goals®™, Dr, Charles R. Spain, Director,
Bureau ¢f School Service, University of XKentuoky (6«6 dise
cussion method with entire Institute partioipating).
Evaluation and Suggested Action: Dr, Ruth Strang, Cumberiand

University.

Thursday, September 30

8:45 A M, Registration (Harlan High School),

93100 A, M, Morning General Session (Harlan High School Gymn&.
sium,

¢chairman: B, B, Hodgkin, Superintendent, Kentuoky State Depart-

ment of Ednocation.

Mugic: Peter V., Sirah

Thems: "Culdanoce Begina with the Individual"®,
Commentator: Dr. Charles R, Stain
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A, Summary of Chapter VI, Guidance, from Public Eduncation
in Harlan County, A survey report, University of Kentusky,
1947,
B, ™What is Cuidanoe?"

Dramatization of & teagher-pupil interview. This in-
tervisw and what 1t implies will be the frame of reference
for the Institute., Teachera have been urged to select a
pupil for partiocular stuldy during the school year and to
bring to the Institute the record form provided filled out
for that pupil, and problems that need solution., Ample
time will be allowed for disoussion of these problems., The
dramatized interview and the disoussion %o follow have been

arranged to help anawer the questions raised by the teanchers,

"How Can ] Begin Guidance?”

Cs Disoussion: Dr, Charles R. Spain (6«6 Disoussion method).
Evaluation and Suggested Aotion: Dr, Ruth Strang.

10:35 AM. Mid-morning General Session.

Chairman B, B, Hodgkin,

Musioc: Peter V, Siroh.

Theme: "Clues to Better Reading”.

Commentator: Mrs. Haomi Wilhoit,

A, Demonatration of the teaching of reading in a ninth grade
olass (Health), Dr, Ruth Strang.



B. Discussion: Mrs, Naomli Wilhoit (Isader).

Cs Summary: Dr, Ruth Strang.

1:30 P, M. Afternoon General Seassion.

Chaiman: B, B, Hodgkin,

Musie: Peter V, Sirch,

Theme: "The World of Work",

ccmantator: Helen Ringe, U. S, Employment Servioce.

A. ™Wocational Guidance: Its Meaning for Us"™

B, ™ihere does Voocational Cuidance Begin?" Dramatization
propared by Harlan County Employment Office in cooperation
with Harlan County Schools.

C. Discussion: Helen Ringe (Isader).

D, "Some ispeocis of Vooational Adjustment®, Dramatization
of oounseling teschniques prepared by Kentucky 3tate BEmploye

ment Servioce in coopsration with Harlan County Schoola,

B, Diascussion: Helen Ringe (lLeadar),

Bvaluation and Recommended Aotion: Clifford Froehlieh,
Speocialiat, Ocoupationsl and Guidance Service, U. S. 0ffioce
of Edunoation.

3300.4:30 P, M, Croup Meetings: FOuidanece At Speoifio
Points®
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Group ghairman and Recorder  Discussion leader
Reading, Gr. 13 Ceolil Wilson Rasmi Wilhoit
Reading, GOr. le3 Carrie Flecher Joyoe Pritenard
Reading, Gr. 46 Mossie Fore Margaret Irwin
Reading, Gr. 7-9 Isonard Wollum Ruth Strang
Reading, Gr. 1012 Fhoda Verble Iaoy Holliway
Xgm%% Thelma Caudill Helen Ringe
Xﬁgﬁ:%ﬁiﬁ% Jo As Mathews Yiotor Shosmaker
Xﬁ?ﬁﬁiﬁ?ﬁ% (%0 be éhnauneoa) L+ P. Jones
mmaﬁmm and Mra. Minnie Proffit louise CGalloway
Health and Phy. Bd. Margaret Myriok Alice Chenowiah, M.Ds
Health and Phy. Ed. Iillian Wilkerson Co W. Haokensmith
The Home Room Palnmadge Huff Je Ds Couts
Guidancs «Elementary

Classroom Charles Steel Nons Burriss
Guidanes, Or, lel2 John Boyd Clifford Froshlioch
Sub jeots as Guidanos Toola W, R. Miracle Charles Spain
Student Counoil Dovie Jones Beas Nantz

School and HEome Mildred Rowland J. R, Henderson
Youth Roundteble (to be announced ) Juanits Iunok

These groups will seek to formulate brief, practical
statements whioch might be regarded as the basis for increasing
guidanos in various phases of school life, Each school will
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hove aa wide representation as possible in emah group,

7:30 », ¥, ZEvening General Sesaion
Chairman: B, B. Hodgkin

Music:
Theme :

Peter ¥V, Sirc¢h
"Demooraoy and the Sehoola™

Address: Rev. Harold H. Bymann, Union Church, Berea
Disocussion: Clifford Froeliech (Ieader) (6-6 Method)

Panel:

Rev, Roscoe Douglas
Kenvir Baptist Churoh

M. C., Garrett
Harlan Daily Enterprise

Taylor Maddox
United Mine Workers of Americe

Mys, Bob Marks

Harlan Parent-~Teachers Assoceiation
Mrg. Carrie Mayfield

Bureau of Publio Assistance

John W, Mowat
Director of Employment Bureau, Benham

Mr, George Ward
Preaident, Coal Qperators Assoolation

Myg, Johnnle Wood
Teachey, Verda Colored Sohool

Byaluation and Recommended Agtion: Dr, Ruth Strang

In 1950, the institute was devoted to mental hygienme,

The emotional resctiona of the ghild and their effeot on his

life were dimcussed.

In 1942, the muperintendent of schools and hia staff
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saw that a number of qualified teachers were lesving the
sounty. That fall, a workshop by the University of Kenw
tusky was in operation in the sounty. This workshop was
very helpful to the emergency teachers in this system,
The supervisor tsught a class in keeping records,

In 1945+46, Eastorn State Teachers (ollege taught
some extension claesses in the county,

Last year, Unlon College taught a few extension
¢lasses, not only helping the emergeney teachers but the
other teachers as well,

The county and city school system have established
a c¢ity library,

A film library has.been extablished.s Audio visual
alds are used throughout the sounty.

These means of improvements and othors as indlecated
in the study have caused Harlan County 8ehools to keep

abregst of the times.

Improvements in Harlan County Schools in 195051

Yanojy School. Within the next few weeka, all pupils
of the school will be able to use the new fountains being

installed in the school, The new fountains cost nearly a
thousand dollars, Esch room has e clean up corner with

soap, towels and mirrorsj and the teachers are asking the
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crildren to wash before lunch.

e Po To A, hos bought & refrigerator for $236 mo
that children can have milk at cost, The achool furnishes
the milk to thosze who are not able to buy it.

Hrs, Ward, the cemp murse, has vaccinated practioally
8ll ohildren Tor diphtheria, typhold end smallpox, She han
made several vigita %o the school to vascinate the pupila.
Dr, Burkhart and Mr, VYerd held a clinic et the echool last
month with about 90 pupils reseiving health examinationas,

Special effort is being made on the part of the
teachers to encourage the children to take care of thelr
teoth, Daily records are being kept by the pupils %o mee
how many brush their teeth, Several have had dental work
aona .

Shields. The shields P. T« A, hag raised $400 to
install water in the school,

The sixth and seventh grade pupils have painted their
rooma, The gecond, third, £ifth, seventh and eighth grade
classes havs purchesed a new Clinieal Thermometer and a
medicine oabinot with first aid equipment for their rooms.

Dizney, The first grade is painting the furniture
in their room, and the sewhﬁ grade is preparing & unit on
the farm, S8ix film strips have been ordered for the primary

&'Mﬂ'. 7

?narlan Daily Enterpriss (Kentuoky), April 5, 1951,
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Summary

The Harlap County Schools syatem 1s administered
by & ley Board of Zducation and a superintendent of
sohools appointed by the Board., There are five members
on the County Board of Eduecation. This school board
interprets ite function as being that of poliey formation
and appraisal,

Six-gix of the elpgaty-one elementary schools are of
freme struasture. Seventeen of these dbulldings are in need
of repalr,

A1l of the county schools have school terms of nine
montha,

There are thirtecen schools for colorsd pupils in
Herlan County. Two of these schools have grades one through
twalve,

There are four supervisors in the ocounty, They are
considered consmltants and rescurce individuals,

All of the high schools have libraries, Seven of
these libraries have heen improved in recent years,

Football and basketdall are the two main spbrta pare.
ticipated in by the high sschool students,

Physiocal Eduncation for all of the atudents hasn't
bacome a reality in any of the schools.

Skills and aocademic knowledge are over emphasized in



the high school ocurrioulum,

No gutdm{m speoisliast 1s employed in the aochool
syatem, The Youth Guldance Institubte had its beginning
in Herlan County in 1938, Theough this institute, the
sohool systam developed s good program of child atudy.
The war brought an end to muech of this good worlk,

In servise tzrainmg' programs have beon sontinuous
in the achool system since 1948,



GIAPTER VIX

TRENDS IF THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION
IN HARLAN COURTY

Reference has been made o the gradual development
of elementary and secondary education in Herlan County, in
regponse Lo constently chenging conditions both econamie
ard social, Some of the trends which have been evident in
elementory and secopdary education include recrganization
of administration, increase in achool population, building
progrem, experimenting with the program of instruction,
development of & good program of child study, improving
the instructional program, inereasasing teachers salaries,
number of teachers, length of school term, mumber of
schools, holding power of the sehool, adult education, ine
forming the publie, and in-gervice training nrograma,

Beprgenization of Administration
The central administrative staff has been reorga-

nized to relisve the superintendent of direct supervision,
An aspistant superintendent acts 83 a elearing houss for
the superintendent, Two servioe divisions work under

the direction of the sssistant superintendent, The Divie

sion of Administrative Service ineludes business affairs,

- maintenance and transpertation.



87
The principals of the larger schools are area prin-
¢ipals. They are responsible for sdministration of all
the feeder schools. An assistant principal relieves the
area principal of some of his duties. All the elementary
schools have elementary principals,

The administration of all the schools 1s a cooperative
aff ail'o

Inorease in Sehool Populstion

The school population has increased rapldly in the
past forty-one years, due to the change from an agricultural
to an industrial economy, A sharper inerease in enrollment
may be a tleipated because current indieations are that the
number of new families moving into the county will continue
to be greater than the number moving out,

Because of the 1lncreased birth rate during the war
perlod, the schools may expect rapid inerease in enrollment
in the next five years,

Increase in enrollment from 66 in 1838-39 to 15,227
in 1945-46,

Building Program
A building program to alleviate some of the most

crowded conditions is already under way. A few bulldings
have had more rooms added to help the present need, Some
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of the private owned school buildings have been bought and
remodeled. A few club houses have been purchased, remodeled
and mede into school buildings,

Experimenting with the Progrem of Instruction

Providing longer periods of time for activities at
the secondary level 1s developing in three high schoola,

An effort is being made to broaden the high school
curriculum,

Experimentation toward developing a core ocurriculum

type of organigation 1s practieed in three high schools.

Developing of a Program of Child study

Harlan Qounty 8chools have made execellent progress

toward the development of a good program of Child Study.
Every teacher is striving to establish a satisfactory worke
ing relationship with each pupil. A systemstic procedure
for ocollecting, recording and using essential date 1s being
devised to fit eaoh situation,

Improving the Instrustionel Program
The director of the Diviaion of Inatruction assumes

rosponsibility for coordination of all efforts at improving
instruction,

Supervigsory persomel cooperates with area principals
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in improving instruotionsl programs.
Area meetings whish inolude group meetings and study
groupa are sxtended, All the teachers in the &rea are ine
oluded in these meetings,

Inoreasing Teashers ies, Number of Teaochers, Leagth ef
Sachoo) Term and Number of 3Schogls

Tetohers salaries have inereased from $88 in 1838 to
$160 in 19473 The teachers have increased in mumber frem 1
in 1838 %o 415 in 1947,

The school term has inoreased from 2 months in 1838
%o nine months in 1947, The schools have ingreased from 1
in 1858 to 89 in 1950,

Helding Power of the Sesondary School
In 19851986, the enrollment of the ssoondary aschools

wag 149, At that time, the cesnsus was about half what it wan
in 1945.1946, The gohool census in 1947 was 19,881, The
enroliment of the secondary schools in 194546 was 1,951,

ZnsService Training Progrem

In-gervios training pregrams have played an important
part in the development of edueation 4in Harlan County frem
1942.1951, They were held primarily for emergency teachers
and new teschers, All teachers who have $aken part in these
programs have been helped in improving their school program
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in ons wey or another, Fram 1945 $o 1950, prastically all
teachers $ook part in the ineservioce training programs,

The number of new %eachers ocoming in the system each
yoar and the nmamber of emergenay teachers tend further te
incrsase the need for contimous in-servise education,
These programs &re being contimsd,

Adnlt Edusation

The Harlan County Schools provids fomaal education
for adulbta in the field of Vosatlonal trailning only.

Nearly every achool provides for adult partieipation
in soms educational activities, Use of school facilities
by adult groups is enccuraged, All of the home economie
teachers work with adult groups on personal and group pro-

blens,

ing the Pudlie

The trend %o inform the publie is incrsasing from
time to time, Radlo progranms are given by different sohools
weekly.

Each wesk 8 large portion of one sheet of the loecal

newppaper 1s devoted to nows of the sohools,

Iay peopls and profegsional workers are encouraged
to attend the Youlh Guidanos Insgtitube and participate in
the program.
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The people ere informed of changes in the schools

by mesns of the radio and newspaper.,



GHAPTER VIII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

It was stated in the begimning thab this study is
important because it brings together some of the important
faets in the development of education in Harlen County.

Much of this study has been based on bits of infore
mation gathered from various sources and on personsl inter-
views, There are several reasons why there is little infore
metion on early school history; (1) there were very few
records kept on early schools in Harlan County, (2) the
early newspapers have been destroyed, and (3) the early
schools had school commissioners or directors and they were
not required by law te keep records.

For the past four months the writer has traveled exe
tensively in Harlan County searching for information, The
writer gathered some information while teaching in the county
for a period of five years from 1945 %o 1950, It seams at
this time about all the information available has bheen
gathered,

The introductory Chepter of this thesis gave the pro-
cedure thet was followed in making this study.

In Chapter II, & brief historieal and geographlcal
gketch of the couniy was given, This Chapier gives a dis-
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cussion of the period when Harlan County was created. Some
attention is given to these early settlers who first came
to this seetion of the county. A sketch of the change from
an agricultural to an industrial economy is given,

Chapter III gives a history of elementary education
in Harlan County from its earliest beginning to the present,

Little is known about elementary education before
1836, After this date a rather clear picture can be seen
of the slow growth and development of the elementary
school, 3Some discussion is given throughout this Chapter
of the qualifications of the early teachers and the in=-
crease in school population.

Secondary education 1s discussed in Chapter IV, A
history of early secondary education in Harlan County is a
history of the early Acadamies. There were two of these
early Academies in the county., The reames of these were:
Black Mountain Academy and Harlan Academy. These were
8till in operation as late as 1910,

In 1917, the first high school in Harlan County was
established and by 1930 the county had established six high
schools. Today there are nine high schools in the county.

Chapter V is a discussion of institutes and normal
schools, This chapter is important because it shows the
type of training which early teachers received.
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Chapter Y1 deals with the present day conditions of
sducation in Harlan Ceunty. The elementary and secondary
schools are digoussed, This chapter is important besause
1% (1) gives 8 pieture of present day edusation in Herian
County and (2) 1% permits us to oontrast present day educt-
tional condi¢ions with any pact pariod. A brief skesch of
the Youth Guidencs Institute and how 1% has aided in an
improvement pregram. Other means of {mprovement has heen
presented, ' |

. In Chapter VII, trends in the development of eduote _,
tion in Harlan County was presented, The Central Adrinistie.
tion staff has deen resrganiszed, the population has inoreased
due largely %o a change from an agrioltural economy to an
induatrial, improvements have been ghown in the instruotienal
progran, adnlt edusation has been provided for on a small
soale, the public is being informed and ineserviee education
is continuous in Harlan County Sdhools.






BIBLIOGRAPHY

M‘bsxgi’! Kentucky General Assembly, 1851-52, 1920, 1932,

m\; e;t sah»el s.mo-.

Caxwood P&mtio
Kentueky, 194S

Records of Harlan County, Minubte Book of City Board of
School Trustees, 1 9{1.

Records in City Superintendents 0ffice,

Records of Counbty Superintendents 0ffice.

State Superintendents Anmual apd Bianmal orts 1860«
1950, e e

Frankfort, Kentucky: State Department of
mut&m

Hewspapers
Harlan Enterprise, 19301951,

Interviews

Rs N, Finchun
Cartier Howard



