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CHAPTER I

THE PEOBLai

Professor U* A* Gibbs of Oxford University said before the
1

Harris Institute meeting at the University of Chicago in 1942:

1 have not yet seen a single book written by an
Arab of any branch in anjr Western language that has made
it possible for the Western student to understand the roots
of Arab culture. Mcnre than that, I have not seen any book
written in Arabic for Arabs themselves which has clearly
analyzed what Arabic culture means for Arabs.

This investigation is by no means a challenge to the statement

of Professor Gibbs, although it is intended to familiarize the Western

student with some aspects of rural Arab culture in a small cotomunity

in the Arab world.

Some general publications have been published since the above

mentioned statement, principally diurlng World War II and in the post~war

period, mostly by Arab personnel employed by the Office of Foreign Agri>

cultural Relations, the United States Department of Agriculture, or

the Middle East Supply Centre establiahed in 1941 ty the British

Government and made later into a joint Anglo>American agency in 1942.

These publications concerned themselves mainly with the probleois

facing the Arab farmer in the Middle East, enumerating his lack of

^Philip W. Ireland, The Neztr East Pi'oblems and Prospects
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1942), p. 60.
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sciontifie knowlodge in modern agrlcxiltiiral technology, his need for

things which may contribute to a higher productivity and better mai^eting.

An attempt is made in this thesis to restrict the studty to the

social institutions in this particular oansninity, although such

institutions are inseparable frcn tho political influences in a tur^

bulent land mich as Palestine.

No social ana3ysis of rural society can be ooaplete without a

brief ccmiparison with the urban segment of the popxilation. Seme

differences are found to be slight and steadily lessening, while others
2

are deep and abiding. However, an analysis of this comBunity reveals

that it has ths same national origin, language, customs, social inters

relations, and moral standards as that of the Arab iirban conmunlty in

the country. It is not easy to separate the finer differences between

them; yet, the cleavage is wide in certain things such as the levels

and standards of living, schools, educational advantages, health

services, and arecreaticm, that little effort is required to observe

the wide extremes. Ev«i the differences in their brogue and in pro*

nunciatione differ widely as the rural people pronounce the "k" letter

in their speech as "ch", the letter "d" as "th" along with many words

%diich may have two entirely different concepts when used either by an

urban or rural speaker.

2
C. C. Taylor, Rural Life in the United States (New Torkt Alfred

A. Knopf, 1949), p. 8.
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Some of these words and sixpiresslons may serve as a glveawagr in

identifying one Arab to another, as a trained Arab ear ean often

identify the place of residence of the speaker according to his

speech.

The holy Koran vihich is rich and effulgent in its Arabic prose

serves as a binding force in unifying the pronunciation of both the

urban and rural Moslem societies as far as classical Arabic is con

cerned. Many Moslems memorise the Koran in its entirety guarding

against the slightest mispronxmciatitm, hence should the Inman

(minister in Arabic) make the sli^test mistake in reciting parts of

the Koran during the prayers he is corrected by a m\iltitude of voices

in the assembly. The holy bible in classical Arabic serves the sasw

purpose in \mifying the pronunciation of both urban and rural Christian

Arabs. Few of the Christians, particularly in Ramallah Coxmly, fail to

quote sose psalms and passagsc from the Bible in their daily lives.

The selection of Sin labroud village, Bamallah Counly, Palestine,

for this Btudy is due in no small measure to the intimate familiarity

of the writer with its inhabitants, culminating from long years of

residence in the area. It may be Justifiably considered as a repre

sentative sample of rural life in most of the Arab countries lying

within the fertile orescent of local and regional variations in such
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things as ths form of the national government^ rural schools and land

tenure* Some of these differences are found to exist within the

continental limits of the United States according to the various fam*

type legions in the countzyj although there is a far less cleavage

between such regions in the United States than those existing in the

Arab world.

Regarding the stability of this society. Professor Gibbs

sayst^

The Islamic society wae the heir of the oldest and
most stable soclstles in the world* Its peoples, including
the Arabs, have inherited what we may call a social sense--
a capacity for preserving the social balance under even tl»
worst calamities. Ware md revolutions might disturb the
outer surface of its life and bring severe economic crises;
but its moral stability was unimpaired.

In tiioes of economic decline or even of stationaxy
outward conditions, such a society tends to fall into a rut
and force the lives of its people into stereotyped patterns;
bub in times of rapid external change, it is able to adapt
itself to new concdtions, more slowly—certainly, than
yoxinger societies—but without suffering the twnpeets and
the violent fluctuations to which our Western Societies are
distressingly subject*

The elements which caused ths progressive propagation of

this society in this village will be weired and analyzed and thosa

3
Ireland, op. cit*. p. 61,
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factors which hindered its parogress will be studied and scrutinized

in this thesis.

Purpose of the Studtjr

The purpose of this studjr is to determine the achlevementsj

difficulties and problems of the Arab farmer in £in labroud village

and formulate ths flndii^s so as to arrive at definite conclusions

regarding his social^ moral and economical status upon which

appropriate recooaBendations and constructive sxiggestions based on

these findings can be mads.

Umeliness of the Stud/

This stud/ is warranted at this time due to ths following factorst

1. Since the United States has become a leader of the democratic

blodk of nations throughout the world, henceforth, increasing

its responsibilitlee in helping the weaker nations outside

the Bueelan iiron curtain, it becomes apparent that ths

strategical]/ located Arab Middle^East of which this little

conmvinit/ is an integral part will assume greater importance

as Russia is proceeding at the preswct time to do the

following:

1) Press for a complete oommunization of the Far-East

and follow it up to the Middle-East itoough its

agents and local subversives.
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2) Knock at t^a door of Iran~<»gat«wa9r to Arabian oJJl

and the wealth of the Middle*East,

3) Inject eonanuniam in the suffering human masses

displaced as a result of the recent disturbances

in Palestlng*

President Truman has adequately declared the good intentions of

the United States to aid such undeveloped countries in his famed

Inaugural Address of 194S in which he saidi

We must embark on a bold new program for making
the benefits of our scientific advances and industrial
progress available for the improvement and growth of un
developed areas.

Hardly azywhsre else in the old world could people benefit so

greatly frcmi such American scientific advances made in agrioulture* as

would the people of the Arab countries. The Arab farmer's continuous

practices of antiquated agricultural methods, the absence of machineiy,

the lack of scientific knowledge concerning soil conservati«m, the use

of fertiliser, has given him low yields, placing his very subsistence

in a precarious condition. Thus, American scientific aid can be of

great value.

The awakening of the farmer in this community to his needs and

^Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations of the United States
Department of Agrlctilture, Foreign Agriculture (Washingtai, D. C.t
Government Printing Office), April, 1949, p. 75.
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dttvelopmflnt of a consoiousness of his backwardness in scientific

agricultiiral technology would make him worthy of extezml aid extended

to him with a view towards increasing his production in face of a

rapidly increasing population.

2. Muc^ has been written about the Arab Palestinism farmer

(fellah in Arabic) by travel writers and other interested

parties in the United States during the last decade or two.

Such writers have always been motivated by political pre*

judices whether for the faraer or against him, notwithstanding

\ the truth about him and vdthout taking My scientific analysis

into consideration. Spahr and Swenson have adequately described

such writers in their following comments

One cannot but observe with amusement the discotirses
of the modem popular writers who visit this or that countly
for a month or so axid then proceed to write "authoritative"
articles on the political, eec«u»aio, and social conditions
which they insist are found there.

Such writers frequently are neither scholarly nor
scientific in their method, often they are blinded ly an
inordinate egotism fanned by an insatiable desire for
popular recognition.

5
Spahr and Swenson, Methods and Status of Scientific Research

(Harper & Brothers, Now York, 1930), p. 41.
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Analysis of the Probl«n

This stuc^ is mde for the purpose of surveying ^dsting

sociaX conditions in £>in Xabroud vilXage in order to determine

their virtures and shortcanings, analyze their problems, sumaariz#

conclusions and formulate suggestions and recoatBondations based on

the findings with an end view towards improving the farmer's lot

socially and economically in order that he may take his rightful place

in society.

In order to present the analysis in a logical manner, it will be

neeessaiy to break ths subject matter into its minutest elements, and

answer certain questions throughout this analysis as they occur in

their logical sequence. The questions are the followingt

1, What was the evolution of Arab rural society formed in

Bin Xabroud and what influence did tradition and early

experience exert in shaping it?

2, Divide the history of this village into distinct periods

giving their economical and social progress or retrogression.

3* What influence did foreign domination leave in this com:-

munity and what prospective future does this village expect?

4* What type of family prevails on Arab farms? Is it patriarchal

or dsmocratio and what relationship does it have with the

clan?

5, What azv the duties and role of the farm wife and mother, and

what is the extent of her participation in community

activities?
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6* How Is a marriage conaimuoated in Islam and what expenses

are incurred?

7* What is the education situation in Palestine, and ndiat

az^ scxDB of t^e problems facing Uie z^al school in

Sin labroud?

What is the influence of Islam in this co«\mi1y and

what is Islam's cardinal principles?

9* List the problems and difficulties facing the rural church

in this Tillage.

10. What are the health servioes recelTed by this eonmunity

from the goTemment and what is the pattern of their health

ca3re?

U. How does their diet fare in nutrients, and tdmt is the extent

of their nutrition?

12. How does the levels and standards of living fare in rural

Palestine and what are the future tz>ends of the levels and

standards of living for both Arab and Jew?

12. How does the levels of living in £in Yabroud fare?

13. What are the wasteful social practices exercised in this

village?

14* What is this community's recreational level and what do the

people do for entertaiimient?
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Procedure and Source of Data

Data for this study were eeciired from research at the 11-

brazy of the Universitgr of Tennessee and inter-libraiy loans on

behalf of the writer by the University of Tennessee from the Libraiy

of Congress, Washington, 0. C,, and Columbia University* New fork.

Now York.

Some information on the subject matter was secured from

publications made available by the British Information Services

in New York since the British Govemmsnt has been the mandate power

over Palestine from the first world war until 1948.

Other infoTffiation was secured from the archives of Ein Yabroud,

and by having the community answer a certain questionnaire prepared

dy the author in 1945* while on ailitazy leave, touching on matter*

of intereet pertaining to this investigation.

Organisaticm Study of the Chapters

This study is divided into ton chapters indiading the last

chapter of the findings, conclusions and recommendations.

Chapter 1 presents a staterasnt of the problem,gives its purpose,

timeliness, justification, procedure and the source of the data.

Chapter II discusses the general background of the study giving

the eettlez** early experience, effect of machinery on the welfare of

this conmunity, its geographic location, topography* rainfall* climate
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change, and types of agriciilture followed.

Chapter III dlscussea the complete evolution of rural society

in this village dividing this period into four distinct intervale dat

ing frcm 675 until 1948 A. D,

Chapter IV deals with the social structure of Ein labroud,

contrasting it with the American town, presenting the functicms of the

clan, type of family prevalent, role of farm wife and mother, and

a thorough analysis of marriage and divorce institutions.

Chapter V presents an analysis of tiie rural school and educaticm.

system in Palestine and in Ein Yabroud with a discussion of its evolution,

problems and difficulties.

Chapter VI discusses religion and its influence in the oonmunity

and analyzes the various problems and functions of the church.

Chapter VII deals with the rural health situation enumerating

health services received, the pattern of health cazv in the village and

the nutritional diet of the community.

Chapter VIII presents a bread discussion of the levels and

standards of living in rural Palestine including Arab and Jewish sectors,

with an analysis of land holdings in the countly and a presentation of

future trends in the people, levels and standards of living and the

logical reasoning for such trends. Also a thorough analysis of the

levels and standards of living of Ein Yabroud follows; pointing out the

virtues and shortcomings involved.
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Chapter IX discuesee the role of recreation in this eooBiuniljr

and the nsans used in its sttainment.

Chapter X presents a sunmaiy df the findingSj, ccmclusions and

reooDsmendations for the subject matter.
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QENSRAL BACKGROUND

Sarly Hlatoxy

The tranditions of Palestine grew out of a histoxy in which

rural life and agriculture were and still reaiain dooinant. The Arabe

who wrested the countjy frcm the Rimanfl over thirteen csiturieB ago

were in search of a place to settle awvor trtm the scorching heat of

the Sahara Desert. They wanted a place ^ere their dense population

could be relieved as they searched for oasis and green pastures to

graze their camels^ sheep and horses which represented their sole

capital*

During their long centuries of settlement in Palestine and

other Arab countries, they wore able to carve out a civilization

that left its imprints in modern science, such as in mathematics,

astronoaqr, medicine, music,et cetera. In the field of agriculture,

modern English speaking people have inherited from thra the Arabic

wozxis sugar, coffee and cotton. Just to mention a few.

They were a people with a mission. Thcgr proceeded to spread

thsir religion of Islam from one region to another until thcqr had

penetrated deep into Spain, reaching the I^renees Mountains, where

they remained eight centuries before the tide began to ebb.^

Ireland, 0£. c^., p. $9.

V r-; , "
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To the Arab rural life was inoidental* It was a teo^razsr wajr

of making a livelihood as thsir ncanadle spirits ware hard];^ expected

to submit to the burdens demanded bgr the cultivation of the soil;

however^ they had to live on the land until harvest time in order to

be compensated for their effcrts. Most crops they cultivated gave

fair yields \mder the scanty annual rainfall of Palestine in coBf*

parlson to the rainless, empty wastes of the desert to which they

had been accustomed.

Their initial method of obtaining land was similar to that

of the early colonisers in America who came here from Europe sons

ten centuries later by simply laying claim to the land as there was

no central authority to parosl out the land (aineo it wae a matter

of first come first served). In soam instances the land was

collectively claimed by the tribe, leading to tenure and land

division problems, generations later, among meshers of the tribe.

Little of this was practiced in this community as they had evidently

divided the land among thmselves at the outset.

The land they foxmd was sparsely settled by the Roman settlers

in a situation similar to that existing between the Colonials and

Indians in America,

No recordB have reached us, and it is doubtful if aigr were ever

kept regarding the quality of the soil at the time it was wrested

from the Romans, as to its degree of erosion, fertlXlty, productivity.

..t j v
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and other particulars affected its extensive cultivation hgr

previous generations, this Is in ^arp contrast with the Anerican

Colonials idio laid claim to a rich virgin soil hanUor touched by the

primitive plow of the red Indian.

What appeared as large land holdings to the Arab settlers at the time

has been ccmstantly reduced in size due to the division of land among

many gensrations of their offspring. The new low of 2.3 acres per

capita of rural population was reached in 1946« according to "A Survsy

of Palestine" made by the Anglo-American CoiBsaittee sent by America

and England to investigate the possible absorptive capacily of the

eountxy on behalf of foreign settlers.

It is veiy likely that this low per capita acreage will con

tinue to decline since the inheritance laws of Islam allow equal

portions of land to all progeny of the deceased (giving twice as

much land to the male as to the female heir). This can only lead to

unfavorable results in a countzy such as Palestine having a higher crude

birth rate than all the neighboring Arab countries and believed to have

one of the highest birth rates in the world. The rate of births

per IfOOO population was reachod am<«g the Arab population in 1943

(Table VII) and has showi no tendsncy to fall. The death mte has

fallen from around 200 per 1,000 live births in the nineteeit-twenties to

below 100 in 1944* and has been <m the decline in view of improvemsnte



� � �

16

2
made in health conditions during the last decade.

Urban Jobs for the rural population In Palestine are extremeJjr

limited. This condition Is due to the absence of natural resoiirces

or anjr worthwhile industx7 to absorb excess farm labor. This situation

Is In sharp contrast to the surplus labor force on ihnerlcan farms which

can be readily absorbed ty Industry under normal conditions^ thus the

rural population's standards of living In ths United States are not

impaired by an Increase in population as the ease Is among the rural

population In Palestine.

Machinery and Migration

There Is very little machinery used cm the fame. The ancient

wooden plow Is the only means eoployed In tilling the soil. The

blessings which usually accrue due to the time and labor savings made

by mechanical contraptions should not be welcosM with the Arab farmer,

particularly If they should be available without the presence of a worth

while Industry to absorb those who are rendered Jobless. Should

machinery be Introduced on some cooperative basis, since the average

Individual la unable to afford Its purchase, vAiat effects could It have

on the future econony of the country? The effects are undesirable and

migration from the country will consequently be the only result.

Moreen Warriner, Land and Poverty in tlM Middle East (London,
Royal Institute of International Affairs, 1V4S), p. $4*

V' . • 

.... . « " '



X7

Migration of a good portion of the inhabitants in several oommunities

has alreadljr taken plaoe during the last two or three decades due to

an increase in population, let alone the introduction of agricultural

machinexy. £in labroud village with a population of 2100 has alrea^

lost 182 of its youth during the period between both world wars to

migration, Ihis migration has been to the itoericas, Europe and other '

parts of the Kiddle East. Sane of these emigrants failed to return

home and those who make a success in the covintiy to which they go pigr

occasional visits to their families, soraetinBS taking their families

alcmg with them to their new hones. Such emigzants are without

exception people who derive their livelihood from the soil, leaving

usually under stressing e ooncndcal pressure. The fare used for this

voyage is either secured ly selling a piece of land handed to them

from many generations of anoestzy or by borrowing the money from

money lenders to whom th^ pay an exorbitant rate of interest. Should

the money-lender be a well-to-do village resident, no usury is prac

ticed as usury is prohibited by Moslim law, a thing to which the villagers

adhere piously. Instead, the money-lender demands a piece of land as

collateral until his money is returned. This practice is, in itself,

usurous but it is beyond the scope of this investigation to discuss.

This migration from the country, necessitated by the low productivity

of the soil is the only alternative for the poorer inhabitants if they are
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to ftvold debt in order to purchase the bare necessities of life which

cannot be raised on their land.

Such migration has been conveniently mitigated and put into

oblivlcm by the foreign element in the countxy. Th^ have greatly pro

pagandised the great absorptive capacity of the land in order to bring

more Jewish inad.grants to the country. This has been done Wirough the

sponsorship of financially potent organizations^ notwithstanding any

econooic laws.

Dr. Keen states in his report to the Director General of the
3

Middle East Supply Centre in May 1945:

A very important point bearing on the development
of ths colonization in Palestine is that the Jewish authori
ties rejected the idea that the standard of living of the
colonist should be that dictated by the economies of the
farming system at any given time. Instead, they fixed a
satisfactory minimum standard and endeavored to evolve a
farming system that would sustain it and that could be
worked without hired outside labour.

The Peel Coiaaission sent by the British Government in 1937 to

investigate ths general conditions in Palestine, and which sub

sequently published a favorable report to the Jewish conmunity

4acknowledged the following:

When the Jewish settlers were more or less on their
own, big numbers of tiiem left the country after a short

-v.;

3
B. A. Kleen, The Agricultural Develounent of the Middle East

(London: His Majesty's Stationery Office, 1946), p. 25.

^^estine Rcyal Coimission, Palestine R^al Coianiaelcn Report.
(London: His Majesty's Stationery Office, 1937)» P» 46.
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stay. In 1926 as mzqr as 13«0dl antsred Palestine
vith 7f36$ leaving during the same period. In 192?
the ini^rants numbered 2,713 and the emigrants
3,071« nearly twice as ma^y iiwigrants went out. The
figure of Jewish imenQjloyiBent rose from about 400
at the beginniiig of 1925 to 5*000 at the end of
1927.

Jewish innigration to Palestine, le^d or clandestine, has bem

greatly increased during the last decade or two. This is due to Jewish

political ambitions and somewhat due to their persecution in Europe. It

is doubtful if a small area such as Palestine with a length of only 160

miles and a width of 55 miles and a dmise population can support much of

their nxsdaers for an indefinite period of time. The existence of the

new state of Israel and the Jewish scientific knowledge concerning

agricultural t echnology can do little to accommodate more iomiigranta

economically. The Jewish scheme to irrigate the Negeb desert is pre>

posterous, due to the absence of an adequate water supply or the

infeasibility of the eooiramies involved. The absence of natural

resources such as coal, steel, iron ore, oil, etc. to support any worths

while heavy industries makes it doubly difficult thou^ there are some

deposits of potash in the Dead Sea ceded to Jewish concerns.

Henceforth, any contemplated increase in Jewish population in

their new state must be accompanied either fay territorial expansion or

a decrease in ijimigration. Shotild this go unheeded, a certain oncoming

crisis will develop, culminating in widespread unemployment and much

luirest. This social and eoonamic condition would result in lower standards of

A. Keen, 0£. cit.« p. 2.
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Xivizig wad Inoreased •oonoodo* toolwl wad polltioal unrott, par

ticularly if th* praaant axtarnal finanoial aid ahoald ba aavarad

dua to a «orld<^da dapraaaion. With this ganeral baokgrotmd dia-

ouaaed, it arill ba aaaier to uadaratand tha aubaequont inTeatigation

of a ̂ rpioal natiTB eoaammity is tha oouatry*

Gaegraphio Loeation

Bin Tabroud Tillaga, arith an araa of approxlaataly four aquara

Biilaa, ia oaa of aixty ooanaahltiaa in Baaallah County Whioh ooaara

oaar 200 aquara adlaa of tarritory* Saaiallah City, looatad tan

■ilaa northnaat of tha holy city of Jaruaalam, ia tha oounty aaat*

Bin Yabroud ewBaamity ia laaa than fiaa nilea northoaat of Saaallah,

falling on longituda «sd ]atituda 31®57*» with an aleaation

of 2200*3000 faat abOTO aaa laaal* It ia looatad alaoat in liia oantar

of tha arabla region of tha Waatam Kouatain Banga idiibh runa paral*

lal with -Uia aaatarn ahoraa of tiia Ifaditarranaan at a t«anty-«iila

diatanoa inland*

fhia ooBOBunity ia aituatad on a ridga 2200 faat abowa aaa

lawal* It ia aurroundad with a»untaiaa ia all diraotiona, thoaa

on the north and aouth being the higheat with an alaaation of
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K
2&30 and 3000 feat eboT» aee le-trel« respeotlTely.'' Host of the

territory oened by the oonuadty it within tight of the Tillage,

being on l^e tlopet of the surrounding aovBtains feeing liie oosanmity.

Zhe entire nountaintide owned by menbert of the Tillage it terraced

with neatly built wallt from rookt quarried fron the fields on t4iioh

they vere built as an erosion control measure* These moiurtains form

the bovtndaries with tiie adjacent Tillages which surround l^is ooar>

momity from all sides though moms of ̂ em is within Tiew of the eom»

munity*

Ihe eastern and southern Talleys are fairly rich with col*

luTial soil and may correctly bo called the bread basket of the Til

lage idiere all nail crops are oultiTated* The northern and western

Talleys ere not fertile yet they are densely coTored with fruit

trees such as figs. Tinea, and oliTO trees which are well adapted

to the region*

Bainfall
*

Sain eomes in winter only* This is due to the depressions

of the Mediterranean which fade out easteard into ihe plains of the

Syrian Desert emd Iraq* A statistical analysis of rainfall in the

eastern Mediterranean area made by Masloum in 19i4il shows tiie Taria-

bility trom year to year to be greater than that in European

^GoTemment of Palestine, Map of Palestine (Hartford, Yale
University Press, 19U7)«
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ootmtries* this renders rain-grown crops very risky, reduces t4»e

possibility of long-range foreoasting, and ooa^llcates all questioat

of water storage.^
Fifty-eight percent of tha peasants in this oosBinmity have

oistems of various oapaoities filled by directing rainfall off

their roof-tops for their year-auroxxod personal use* lb such cis

terns exist in this village for irrigation purposes as the capital

outlay is b^ond the neans of the average villager for suoh an

enterprise*

The annual rainfall average in this area varies from eight

to 'tiiirty inches and for the country as a whole fron two to ihirfy-

five inches*

Cliaatic Changes

one-hundred yesor of rainfall records have been kept for this

area by the govemnent* Dr, Ashbel of the Hebrew University in Jer-

usalew concludes frow tiie records that there is som indication of

an increase in precipitation up to «ie txim of tiie century, then a

decrease for aomm forty years perhaps with a tendency to another

increase quite recently* This suggests tiie possibility of a period

icity in accordance with the Bruckner cycles of "ttiirty—five years

^* B* Wortiiington, Middle East Science (London. His UnlestvU
Stationery Office, 19^), p* 2o*
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iat^nmls, whioh hftiv ba«n tr&o«4 teok is Europe fbr saTeral

turiea. E&oh Bruokaer oyole ia nade of three aun-apot oyolea of

about 11*12 yeara eabh* 8oae authoritiea hold that the etabllity

ef aeaaonal ohangea ia the -eeather of equatorial oliisatee teada to

rereal aun*spot oyolea, oontrary to poaiti-ve efidenee for euoh a

pheaoaeaa in other parta of the world .7

the teeiperature for thia ooxmtry rariea from lero degreee to

113 degreea in the ahade. The huaddity ia low and the air ia brisk

and elean* the olijaate for tlM area ia diatinotiTely aeaaonal, being

sold in winter, hot ia suasDer and intenasdiate ia spring and autiaaa*

Agriculture

This oomnuaity is engaged ia a self-auffiolenoy type of agri«

eulture like aost areas ia Palestine* One-hundred peroent of all

aTailable land is utilisod offeotiwely* The eastern and southern

walleys of the -village are alternati-vely oulti-vated froa year tq yea*^

as one is always fbllowed to preserve its moisture for next year*s

crops, vdiile the other is planted with wheat, barley, rrrai :c.e

or sesaae, depending on the aaount of rainfall for that particular

winter* Barley is usually oultivated when there is a low aaount of

rainfall and com vdien there is aa abundanoe of it, vdiile other crops

are grown when the anount of rainfall is intermediate between both

extremes*

"^Ibid, p* 29.
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Ih* daoiaioa oa what oropa the villagere eheuld grow reate
A.

usually with the Tillage eldera who neet ia^,powwowto pool their

•zperieaoee la the Uadafa (a plaoe of oongregatioa) aear the oosque*

Iheir euggeetioas are aot biadiag sinoe ereryoao is oa hie owa» but

few diseeaters are ewer fouad*

Hheat* whieh fbrae the atable diet of the ooaasuai^, is usually

planted annually though in Tarious aaouats* the olive tree which also

ooaauuods their special esteem for its precious oil has become synonym

■ous with wheat bread, and revered by them as the Irish potato is by

the Irish and spaghetti by the Italiaut

the olive groves are amstly grown oa the southern and northern

BK>untaia sides* Their produotivity is alternative, being heavily

laden with olives one year and almost barren the o^er*

Figs and grapes are the main oash erops* They substantially

ooatribute to the diet and inoome of the eoasKaaity, whereby the

fresh fruit is oonsumsd loeally and the surplus disposed of on the

looal market in Bamallah or Jemisalem* Hhen prioeS are low and the

peasant is aot sorely pressed fbr oash, he dries what he oaaaot

consume, storing it for the winter months in hope of a better price

for tiie preserved product*

Of the various imported Jhmerioan fruit trees introduced

during the last Imo deoades into the village, peaches have made

^e best growth with the most satisfaotory results, and almost all
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pMsants have planted some in various quantities on their land.

The product is consumed or sold fresh on the local market but none

has been preserved by the villagers.

The livestock and daiiy enterprises are limited due to the

lack of an adequate water supply, fodder or pasture. Sheep and

goats are kept ty 21 percent of the ooBmunlty since they can survive

<ai practically any vegetation within their reach. Only two percent

of the livestock kept in this village are used strictly for milking

purposes. The rest of the livestock is kept primarily for meat with

milk being secondary*

Little vegetation could be found for the livestock during the

winter months, A village shepherd herds ths livestock on foot to

the warm "Ghore area", Biia area is some fifty miles away from the

Village, It Is located in the vicinity of the Jordan river which is

almost a thousand feet below tea level, 7egetation is relatively

abundant in this area and the livestock are kept there xmtil vegetation

grows in the village during the spring months when they are returned,

dtechine ry in this cooaunity is totally absent, Sixty>fivB

percent of the population have never heard of a tractor and 93 percent

have not heard of a combine cultipacker and said they could not

thsm if they vere to see them. Their work stock is tJieir sole substitute

for machinezy. Over 88 percent of the village inhabitants own some work-

stock, The workstock consists of dcoik^s, mules, oxm and cows, as seen

in Tabls I*
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fkSlM I

leORKSTOCK COMPOSITION II EII XIBHOUD VILIAGE, I9h3

Nind of Workstook Poroontage

doxdcoyt 32

ox*n 29

nilos 17

oow* to

Total /0O

' -y. '

> U,
t

<*-

- ;■ 4'

86
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Soli lypet

Tbsro is a wida laLriely in tha fertility of the soils of

this Tillage* They range from the produotiye silty clay loam in

the eastern and southern yalleys to the shallow infertile soils in

the western and northern territory of the Tillage*



CffikPTER III

IRDIUTIOM OP RURAL SOCIEIY

Period of Settlea»nt« 675-600 A.D»

The eTolution of Arab rural eooiety la thia oomoiunity is al

so at the oppoaite of that of a aisilar ooanuni'ty In the United Statea*

Little or no <Rxange haa taken place here during thirteen oenturiea

of aettleiwnt until the ad-rent of the firat -world war in eospariaon

to the e-ver-changing conditions on a progressi-ve Asierican farm*

Thia conaauilty, like most others in the Middle East, haa

inherited a backlog of social and eoonomdo habits and traditions

earried by aoorea of preoeding generations and which it haa faith

fully obaer-red.

Any lade of change cannot in all faimeaa to the hard-working

peasant be attributed to his baekwardneaa or latinesa* as he is one

of the hardest-working creatures in the world* In a aoeiety like

his it adght haws been to his ad-fantage to haws held on to what he

haid Izdierited wl-thout any serious changes caused by the predicament

he found himself in* or by ill-wwanlng foreign colonialism*

He is usually eager* if not anxious* to adapt himself to

any eoonoiaieal change within his reach* pro-vided he is thoroughly

con-vinced of ihe wisdom iniol-red in such a change* but he is far

slower in changing any of his antiqxiated social practices*
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H«bers of this coramimlty tsdce groat prldo in relating their

history vhich has been relayed to them mostly by word of mouth from

their forebears* Ihs more learned members of this village trace

their ancestry from the time they started out across the Sahara Desert

until today. Four distinct psriods are significant*

la the beginning came Khalid Ibnul Waleed^ the Arab military

leader who was «ie of ths bitterest ensmies of Islam in the Arabian

Peninsula* When he adopted Islam^ he beeanui one of its outstanding

supporters and leaders* He was responsible for annexing this

territory to the domain of the rising Islam* Hs marched with a small

expeditionary force across ths Sahara Dssert in 640 A* D* \mtil he

reached ttie embankments of the larmuk Biver in northern Palestine* It

was hers where he was met by a strcmg Roman army many times the size of

his tiny force* Ihls Boman amy was better trained and equipped than his

force as it was a veteran of many conquests which were won for the potent

Roman EUpire* Iet« Khalid Ibnul WaXeed and his msa miraculously defeated

them in battle, and the Romans lost ameh of tireir force in dead and

wounded on the battlefield. They were forced to desert the scene of

battle, leaving their casualties behind* A good portion of tire Arab

troops sent for their families in the Arabian Peninsula after the battle

and settled In the fertile £|yrian plains (Palestine was a part of Syzda

at the time, a fact which has existed until the advent of l^ropean

colonization created two states in 191R)* Other Arab troops were employed

as a garrison fores or were dispatched further south to aid in ths con-

qusst of Egypt under Amru Ibnul 'Aas* More Arab man and wmmsn migrated
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In th« «tandag period to join the Arab expeditionary forees irhieh pro>

oeeded to inxade the northern part of the dark oontinent, but aany

of these tribes« presuxuibly exhausted after the long journey aoross

the desert, settled on ̂ e eastern rin of the desert, in srhat is

known today as !rrans*Jordan* Sons of the Arab enigrants who swept

past this territory stopped in the east Syrian plains which they

found quite fertile and proliflo in its agrieulture, and settled

in already established settlements following the agriouXttiral methods

praotioed by the eanquished Sonans. During this period the Sonan

smipire deolined rapidly after a suooessiee series of military re*

eerses in their middle-eastern possessions at the hands of these

sons of the desert.

The fifSBsn settlers remaining on the land were not molested,

instead they were protected by the new regime, and did muoh in oon-

reying their tsohnioal skills and ezperienoes to the sewoomers*^

Howeeer, these Roman settlsments presumably spent themsel-res out as

they were at the end of a golden oiwilisation, as most of the settlers

returned to their homeland or were assladlated with the Arabs in due

time, learing no distinotiwe physioal traee behind.

lie oan only see the remnants of their aueient oisilisation

in this part of the wwrld by the sturdy baildings whieh they hare

left behind them in this rillage, maiqr of ehieh are still being put

into effeotire use.

Returning to the Arab tribes whioh settled in Trans-Jordan

upon arriral from their journey aoross the desert, we find one suoh

^I. Darwaxah, Arab History, (Arable), (Jerusalem, Arab Press.
1930). pp. 321-323.
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trib* iMUMd "B^ni Iburah* aoTod further east around 673 A*1}« la search

of a still better place to settle* Upon arrival in present day

Saaallah County they split into two segDsnts, one Mttling in this

Tillage, nasdng it Ein Yalroud (swaning in Irabio the fountain of

eoolness), and the other segnent in a nearby settlement wdiioh they

ealled Yabroud (meaning coolness), as seen on the oovinty map in

Figure 2, while the oouatry map is represented in Figure 1 (see

Appendix). Their presvosed motive in giving these villages suoh names

is due to their high elevation above sea level and the eoolness they

felt during the hot summer mcsaths when they arrived there from the

rim of desert* This was something they esteemed with affeetion

after they had tolerated the heat of the desert for so long*

The number of tiiose mttling in Ein Yabroud did not ezeeed

hZ and formed the bigger portion of the tribe.

They found the clustered settlesmnt deserted ezoept for a

handful of Romans remaining there* Olive and fig groves were muoh

in evidenoe on the mountain sides of Ihe new settlement, indicating

the adaptability of the area for suoh trees*

When the cold winter months of Palestine arrived, the settlers

found the tents they brought with them from the desert were not 8uf«

fioient to protect them against the extremities of odd weather, so

they built primitive dwellings from what resouroes they oould find

at their disposal, fbHewing the fashion set by their predeoeesors*
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Thr«« mor9 n«tll«r trlb«t drifted la from the 'vloiaity of tiio

Jordan Rieor arriring dariag tba folloarlng fair deoadai, aooording

to tlui hiatorioal raoord praaaraad la tha arohlToa of tha Tlllaga,

brlagiag tha total population of tha rillaga to a aara li9 paopla«

aa ooon in !tebla 1I»

" I

i i I- iiatifcn'I 111 1 1-ff r I
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tLBI£ II

SETT1£RS IV EIH TiBROUD

St tSIBES DURIVS SBTTLBMENf miOD

lAM Of Tribo I>&to of Sottloaumt yuaa>«f>

B«ai Vurah

Dahiibrah

JagbMMh

Juburob

mJ-

-• ' "''"''aI itiT II r■

673 A.O.

677 *.D.

725 A.D.

800 A,D.

Total • •

I42

37

31

99

169
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Onljr ̂ 9 nwibtfr of nevooBMro at tho tiao had a-ildently boon

rooordod la tho -flllago arohlvoa, and bo eoaaua rooords ha-vo boon

found to ahow aubaoquont periodioal inoroaaea though aona aoat haao

uadoubtodly booa kopt for auoh purpoaea aa the eollaotloa of roTanuo,

pttblle uork aaalgzBaoBta for aalo aoiBbora of tho viliago, oto*

Xho ooBing of tho 80 noar triboa eauaod a houalng ahortago uhloh

uaa partly rolioaod by aany of thaai Xl-viag in the Boaaa oatabliah-

aainta they found already built* In 800 A.D* a noaquo uaa added in

tho eonter of the aattloBient tdxrough tho ooaibinad oolleotiao offorta

of tho four triboa* Thla moaquo uaa oreotod on tho aaaw pattern

that XoaloB BO aquaa uoro built in tho fatherland, though tho thrae-

foot thiek umlla Iniilt uith largo neatly ahapod quarried atonaa from

tho Tieinity ia IndioatiTO of a tinge of SoBan arehiteetural in-

fluoaoo*

Period of Proapority, 800-1500 A»P*

Little rooordod hiatory haa roaehod ua after the initial

sottloBioat of these tribes in tho Tillage aa thia uaa a period of

transition from a Bedouia to a faradng life* Ihey adapted thaai-

aolTsa at this stage to the peouliaritiea of tho oountry, inoreaaing

tho mosber of duellings in tho Tillage and beooaing full-fledged

fturaers under Iho proteotion of throe separate and independoBt Arab

dynaatiea aprauled OTor nost of the knoun uorld at that tiae* Tho



•-'•s

55

Vkayydds» Abbasidt and Ayyubidg dynastiea* thalr axpantlTe kngvlads*

la agrioultur* during thia porlod ma oa a trial and arror baala

tmtil thay baoaaa familiar with tha baat a<hiptationa thalr land waa

fittad for* Dua to Hia abaanea of agrioultiural azperimant atatlona

and aoiantiflo agrioultural aathoda« a orop failura oa\aaad by any

oireuaatanoa aftar ̂ air population had inoraaaad eame to have far

nora raaehing affaota in upaettlng thalr nutritional and aoonosdoal

balanoa for tha yaar, partioularly aftar thay had dlaoardad tha meagar

dlat of tha Badoxiin and aoqulrad a farmer*a diet rloh in protalna

and Titaaina with a higher nuadtor of oaloriea*

^ia period waa one of proaperity within their own right*

They aoquirad a different atandard of liring and ware deteradnad to

maka their future lirLng from tha aoil permanently* fhay ware free

from tha molaatation of aztemal powara and praotioad all tha no*

bility and raf inamant in oharaotar whioh they were brought up to

Iowa and admire in the fatherland*

V

Period of Daolina,, lgl6-19lU A«P«

In 1516 A*D* tha inwading Turka sprung frc»a Aaia Ifinor and

tuoked thia little ooiamnity* aa well aa the rest of tha country*

under tha wlnga of the Ottoaan empire bringing what prosperity and

aalf-oontant aohioTod in eight eantwiea of aattlemant <m 'Uia land

to a standstill* Indeed* ti»»y sat any progress made into ratro-

graaaion* aa no new struoturea of any worthwhile value were built
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in thia Tillaga during «&tir« four oonturios of Turldah rulo*

fko wrjr prosonoo of o go-remnont ogont in tho TilXago had ooao to

bo aisooiated in tho adndt of tho rillagors with torror and oppres-

•ion aa tho Ottoaan oapiro waa intoreatod aolely in two thingai taxoa

and fldlitary conaeription to adminiator and oxtinguiah tho anilti-

tudo of oontinuoua robelliona oropping out in ita far-flung outpoata

fron tho Balkana to tho nountaina of Tonoa*

The i^poaranoo of a re-vowie eolleotor in tho Tillago aig-

aallod panio and torror for thoao with no oaah on hand. Zt waa not

unooMen for auoh indiTdduala to lao-vo out of tho TilXago along with

thoir faaiXioa for perioda ranging frow a fWw daya to a whoXo aoaaon

wntiX tho roTOBUo ooXXoetora had loft town and thinga oaXnod down,

nioao peaaanta idio eouXd not XeaTo tho ocnaHmity and had no oaah to

pay woro obligod to auppXy tho ooXXootor with food and qtiartora for

hiaaoXf and hi a tranaport (uauaXXy a suXo or a donkoy) until tho

nonoy oould be raiaod. It waa not unuaual for auoh a taac dolinquont

to diare hia aaager food auppliea for daya or wooka until ho oould

produoo tho nonoy. Often tho offioial would diotato what ho and hia

transport doairod to oat and hia wiahoa had to bo ant to avoid adding

inault to injury. Xhia was aoooapliahod by '^o peasant going further

in debt to aooonaedato tho offioial. Nor waa it unusual for tho tax

oollootor to nake nore than one round of oolleotions a year as a

result of oorruption and niaappropriation botwoon him and hia
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«iip»rioi«t| usually prsolpltated a atom of indignation and nn*>

roat from the oinBDounil^, but eras often put dam by a riiov of foree,

idiereby a military (Mntingent mould maBeu-rar la the immediate wrea

to intimidate the reeidente in ease of refusal*

AS for military eonseription* there semed to ha-ve been a

taeit agreement among the able<»bodied men of this oomaaaity to re*

ffein from assembling before all gOTensaent officials dispatehed

to the Tillage on any mission or before axy military groups in ihe

area in fear of emseription in the Turkii^ Aray*

IRieneTer the Turks oould not dram suffieient recruits from

the area they mould allot a eertain quota of draftees for this com-

munlty -idil<h had to be filled mithin a fixed period of tim. The

Muldxtar (elected head of the Tillage) mould haggle mlth the official

er Itostaahar (Turkish administrator of ̂ e county) employing all the

diplagaaey and Ingenuity at his iWHawmd In the hope of reducing the

number of the quota or extending the deadline to be met*

Bribery of the Ifustashar or other InrolTed officials often

saTed the Tillage from girlng up Its youth, and mheneTsr all means

of OTaaion seemsd futile the elders mould substitute their names

for those of their sons mlth recruiting offieiala in order that

the younger generation oould be spared to support the family* The

elders had good reason to fear the eafet^ of their sons* as less

than tmo percent of those drafted emer returned home* and this mas
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a««flaipli«h«d only by fleeing their etetlons In far eaiay peete* eueh

as la the Balkans or la motaitalBOus T«M»n* Sooie of those deserters

retriersd by the looal Turkish authorities later oa vere ae-ver to

be seen again*

This eoatlaued praotioe of adlltary eoasorlptloa, colleotioa

and aisapproprlatioa of taxes caused sMXbers of this emBsmlty, not

by a long stretoh of the leaglaation, to sdsrepreseat their ambers

as cell as tiielr possessions, readerlag eensus figures as veil as

tax reoords la the files of the goTeraEBeat turellable for any sta*

tlstloal purposes*

It was not an unusual praotioe for sale aunabers of this Til

lage to adopt aoMS of deceased ma la the Tillage to esoape taxes

and adlltary eoasorlptloa as there arere no benefits to be reaped

fron suoh taxation without representation or frogs fighting for the

Turks. liaiBbers of this oogmoalty with assuBMtd Identities literally

began to rise froa the dead oaoe their rulers were oleared fron the

Uadll

Ihls oppression exerolsed by the Turks for suoh a long period

left its unfortunate 8uu>ks in the people's eoonoadeal, ausral and

soolal lives* The eoononloal prosperity established In eight oen-

turies of settleatsnt was praotioally non-existent by the time the

Turks left the land* !Rieir continued hangings of Intelleetual Arabs

who dared rebel to air their grievanoes anidst the widespread elaaior
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for IndopOBdme* and raform dapri-rad thla eeMmilty and tha oountry

as a idiola of a e>>ad aouroa of affaatlTe, honast leadarahip for gan-

arationa to oona* Cartain aapaota of tha aoral situation in iritiah

this eoBOBunit/ fotuid itself nara deplorable* lha formerly axiatant

brotherly lota preached by tha Koran and praetioad by tha oommunity,

tha famous oharaeteristiea of the proud almost raballious Arab,

eolorad mith a deep aansa of al^ism and extromertness for his

fellov man, ware subdued under tha approssiTanass of tha Turk and

changed into aelfooantared interests, selfishness, and hatred* Char«

aetar degeneration beoama rampant azid subsarfianoa baeaas iddaspraad*

niis mas aeoompaniad with a sensa of hopalassnass and malioious

Jealous eompatitioa among mraibars, families and olans of tha eom<»

munity, leading to bitter ooratixjg and deep hatred among thwasalras*

Ifmabars of the CMmanlty would baaoaa informers to tie Turkish ad-

adnistrator on their own kin for suoh matters releyant to tha pos**

session of firearms, daliaGtumt ta* pajfmants, asoapa from military

aonsoription, agitation for reform and a multitude of other things

motlratad essentially by shear Jealousy and personal oowsting of

tha aoousad*

This quisling aoti-vity araatad a strained relationship be

tween tha Turk and ̂ a Arab, as tha ^irk in addition to his op

pression oama to hold tha Arab in oontsmpt for his action towards

his fellow Arab, and such was the situation on tha awe of the first

world war*
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Ifmoy of thott Arabs of this pariod of daallaa iHm ware iaifeiiad

vlth suoh a spirit lira today to oontaisiData '^la nowar ganarations#

Soma of unfortuaataly hold raspoasibla positions of laadar-

ship r^raby thay ara abla to amploy thair aril influenea, and an-

Ohor thair ranomous fangs in plaoas whara nost ham oould ba dona*

Thair patriotisn is faigned and thair main oonoern is thair satarial

aalfara and sdiatarar finaaolal possassions thay ean aeounulata* giv

ing little or no regard to iha aall-belng of thair kinsfolks, ooa-

SRinlty or eonntry.

Asiong Idie noral introduotions of tha Turks in 'tiiis oosasunlty,

as vail as in tha aountry that ranainad after the Turks had gcma,

vara suoh titles as Effandi, Beyk and Pasha* It beeazoa tha habit

of the Turkish ruler of tha district, irtio was usually titled as

Pasha from Constantinople, to bestow titles in turn to whcawvar ha

visl^d, usually to those who subserviently entertained b-im sujst lavish

ly or to those idio ware sen of wealth or had perforasd sone special

services for the laperial govansnent*

Patfca was evidently the highest title he oould give, being

aqxial to tha title he held| Beyk was next in a deoraaslng order, mad

Effendi last on the scale* Ho one in this oosastiaity was granted

such a title though sMShars of this village baoane aooustoaied to

call all governneat officials sent to the village one of the tso

titles—Beyk or Effendi, depending on tha iaportanoe of the official's
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Authority And AppoArAnoe* In duo tlM the title of Effendi

beoAne eteadArd OMag the young educated Arabs and left its imprints

in eusryday Arable language until it has almost oompletely dis*

plaeed the Arable title of Ssyed, uhloh is equivalent to Mister in

English*

Ironically enough* this affair of obnoxious titleships*

started by the Turks here* has been erased by law from the Turkiidi

vocabulary of present dsy reformed Turkey while it persists in this

country with more rsmifieations and eoaalving praise fabricated with

it among the half educated masses in the country*

The Turks also Introduced many cf their rules* codes and

laws in this eoaopsadty as some of them coincided with those of the

oonsttaii^ since both ruler and occupied were Muslims. HSny of these

laws were rescinded with the departure of the vanquished Turks at

the end of the first world war* though such laws dealing with land

tenure* land taxation* water rights and others were new to the Arabs

and have been retained by subsequent regimes* and they are still in

use*

As seen from evidence just related* the bond of religion be

tween both factions mattered very little to both Turk and Arab as

the ruling Tmrk observed no common eoaneotions at all with the Arab

except within the confines of the mosque* and not elsesdiere* as he

proceeded to op]^ess this eommuaity* as well as the rest of the



 

 

 

 

 
  

Qa
ra

wa
t 
B
a
m
 Z
ei
d

De
ir
Gh
as
sa
na
 

.
M
a
z
a
r
i
 e
n 
Na
ba
ni

.
.K
af
rE

in
 

.
D

A
b

ei
r 
e
s
 S
u
d
a
n

Be
it

 R
i
m
a

we
in

Si
nj

Tu
rm

us
 A
iy

a
•

Ji
lj

il
ya

Na
bi
Sa
hh
 

Aj
ju
I

K
h
.
A
b
u
 F
al
ah

De
ir

 A
bu

 M
as
h'
al
 

♦D
eir

 N
idh

a 
•A

ta
ra

 
»

.
• 

Jib
iya

* 
Ma

zra
 a 

esh
 S

ha
Ka

ub
ar

* 
. 

•K
af

r
Be

itil
lu 

Bu
rha

m 
Ya

bro
ud

 
•S

ilw
a4

I.
 

* 
Bi

rZ
eit

 
, 

•
am

m
al

a*
 

• 
T-

 
c 

n«
;r 

i,
.:
,

rx 
• 

. 
• 

AL
 

CL
 

ic
 

^ 
Em

Si
ni

ya
 

D
ei

rJ
ar

ir
De

irA
mm

ar 
Ab

u 
Sh

uk
he

idi
m*

 
Jif

na
 

*
^

Ma
zra

'a 
el 

Qi
Ni

ya
 

• 
^
 

.T
aiy

iba
)

Ra
sK

ar
ka

r 
a.

.. 
Su

rd
a 

Du
ra

 
ya

br
ou

d

Ja
m

m
al

a 
•

isj
)ei

r A
mm

ar 
Ab

u S
hu

kh
eid

im
*

Ma
zra

'a 
el 

Qi
bli

ya
^ 

Ra^ 
Kark

ar 
^bu

 Qa
shsh

Pl
^r

Ni
'ma

 
. .

\
♦ 

^E
in

Q
in

iy
a

el
 O

ar

R
am

m
un

.B
ei

tin

D
ei

r 
Ib

zi
D

ei
r 

D
ib

w
an

ir
a

S
af

fa
#

-.
B

ei
tS

ira

Ei
nA

rik
* 

(co
un

tys
ea

t
B

ei
t 

U
re

t 
Ta

ht
a

Bu
rq

a
Be

it 
Ur

 e
l E

au
qa Be

itu
ni

ya
Kh

. 
el

 M
is

ba
h

, •
 

I
Be

it 
Liq

ya
/

li
ra

ap
pr

ox
im

at
e 

sc
al

e:
 

i i
nc

h=
 2

rD
ile

s

F
IG

U
R

E
 

2
P

)

E
IN

 
Y

A
B

R
O

U
D

 
V

IL
L

A
G

E
, 

R
A

M
A

L
L

A
H

 
C

O
U

N
T

Y
, 

P
A

LE
S

T
IN

E



142

P>^yi»S little or no attention to Hat religion of tlie eon*

fuered*

▲s eeen in Figure XI, Raaallah City* the seat of the eouaty,

ie predominantly Christian as well as the nearhy efimmmities of

difzM, Bir Zeit, faiyiba and others in the district. It is need*

less to say that they reoeieed the same dose of oppression and in-

Jury meted to their Mislim brethem at the hands of the Turk. There

was a tendenoy to at-bribute this to religious differenoes between

th«HB and t^e Turks as well as their eo*religionist Arab populationt

therefore, an invisible but undiolesome gap tended to precipitate

between "bie ihhabitants. Fortunately, -bie Arabs as a race do not

know prejudice based on religion, raoe or creed, and any cleavage

created by the Tbrks heteeon them and their Christian brethera

was swiftly abridged and completely forgotten along with -bie de

parting Turk.

It is of interest to note that the late Mustafa Ssaal, found

er of modem Turkey, has declared in his msmoirs in repentance to

Turkish misdeeds in the Arab worldt^

The maintraanee of Ttnrkish domination over the
Arabs has been one of the main causes of oxar decline.

Ireland, The Bear Bast, p. 28.



: -u '

k3

fhls ia trua iadaad aa the *aiok tmn of Europe" did not

liee or let othera lira oa he li-rad In o atote of ogongr, hooping

oppreaaicm end obuae on o troditionolly aelf«reapeoting free aooiety*

Be not only horawd thia ooanunlty eoononloolly, aooiolly end ntorol*

ly but deprirad it of en ineoluoble deep*rooted aelf-oonfidenee

upon whioh tiie Arab oaa reared, partioularly during hia period of

expanaion fron the deaert. Ihia dralnatlon atripped hin of nany

of hia noble traita that were dear to hia heart before Turk:

e-ver Mt foot on thia aoil*

Period of growth, 191U*19U8 A.D«

Thia oosoBunlty had a taate of the ra-vagea of war Juat before

the end of Horld War 1, aa Allenby * a Britlah Amy uaed ita aouthom

aountain (3000 feet abowa aea lewal) aa an OP (obaer'MLticm point)

froB ahioh Britiah artillery fire waa direeted againat t^e poaitiona

of the retreating Oerauuii offioered Turkish Amy whioh was entrenohed

aorosa "tihe way on Asaur Mountain near Silwad tillage, two nilea north

of Bin Thbroud.

Wonen and ehildren were etaouated to safety behind the British

linea, while aien joined the Iritiirih foroea to flush Turkish strag

glers frem tiieir poaitiona aa they fortified Ihenaeltea in their

hmaea or helped expose their positions to Britiah artillery fire*

As a result, orer 22 peroent of the eoanuai^*8 hones were dnnollshed
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trim this boB^airdMat laitted for » «»«k« ud two {woont of

th« resldonto lost their llree*

Before the Turki withdrew froa their eide of the line, they*

too* deaoliihed fire peroent of the rillege'e dwellinge with their

artillery Mlros*

The Britioh prored theaaelveg legs oppressire la their deal*

ings with the farner* as they appointed an Arab adainistrator for

the eouaty uader their direet superrlsion* and employed Arab of*

fioials to oolleot taxes and transaot other business* Taxes were

eren foregone d\iring years of drouth* and subsidies were granted*

audi to the surprise of the peasant*

Ibst damaged homes were repaired and new ones cropped up

during ̂ is period until 63 pmreent of all dwellings in this oom*

munlty were built during tihis era. Howewsr* most of the eapltal

involTed in this expansion was not dtw to prosperity on the land

but direetly due to money transmittals sent by the ylllage*s sons

who had adgrated in eonsiderable znsabers seeking opportunities in

farawi^ lands*

A new sehool was bxiilt by the oolleotiwe effort of the vil

lage* though the taaehers were supplied by bhe goTsrnment. Ifews*

papers and various publications were leore abundantly published in

the country and inojeasingly read by the villagers. A high morale

was evident among tbe peasantry as they improved their eeorumiioal
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ooaditlooa mxtA inoreat«dl tbelr Bhopping trips to «xid

JorusoloK in spits of ths pressnos of tiro gsneral stores in the

ooBOBunity.

Bonds vsre not inproTsd in tho rioinity of the ̂ village as

they had no sdlitary use as far as ths mandatory gOTenassnt was

ooaoernsd and, therefore, were newer pa-fed, Howswer, nmbers of -the

MHHBunity would aamially add a new layer of dirt from the adjoin

ing fields to Ihe surface of -these roads lying in ̂ e isaediate

territory of the willage, allotting a oertain distanee to be so

ooTered on a per oapita basis of the willago residents.

It was the explosiwe politieal question shioh oheoked the

prosperity of -tiiis era as the ETitish brought with then the pbiloso*

ihy of a dewirii national Eons in the oountry and undertook the task

of enoouraging it by Jewish migration and other neans, leading the

Arabs of this ooassunity to partake in the various national revolts

ly engaging nearby Britiidx troops at night and working in their fields

at daytiae. these revolts ooourred in 1920, 1921, I953, I938 and

By the Mid of -Uiis period in I9it48, nenbers of the oOBsnmity

found thmaselves still oonfronted with their paramount goal of

freeden from want and freedom from fear, ttoir psyohologioal

a
•^Secretary of State for Colonies, Palestine Royal Com-

misslon Report, p, 80,
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attitud* had <diaag«fd from that of paati'r* a\ibBorTlentl>m to fiory

nationalim aa they wir that their old TurldBh oppreaeore were about

to be replaoed by a more UBOonfortlagf patent dewiah atate, with

the aTOwed intent of takixtg oeer the whole oountry through the pro-

eeaa of Infiltration and ndgration.

fhia eeaaiHaaity itaelf inoreaaed Ita population trraendoualy

froa the tine of ita aettlenent, aa aeen in Table IZ, principally

by birth alone until it reaohed £,12U in I9k5» aa ahown in Table

nx*

A neighboring aatellite atate of the fomally withdrawn

Mandatory power haa taken oeer thia eonnalty at the preaent tine,

and the fhture of thia enaawntty and the free portion of the oountry

reaaina a din perplexing problem for the oountry to aolwe.

One thing ia oertain, howewar, and that ia the Arab farmer

of thia eonnunity and othera orer the oountry anat oiaspete from

ewary angle with the riaing danger of European aettlera if he doea

aot wiah to hawa the aane fate that befell the iaerioan Indian at

the handa of the European Colonizers in Herth Aaerioa.
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TkBLB 111

IXV XUmODD CBlStJS BT ABtSDR XI 19k5

lam of Clan IMbtwr

Banl Kurah 592

Dahabara J468

Jagfaam 5jl|.5

Jabarah 7I9

Total*. ••• •.• 2.12U

*ThiB is iaolusi'TB of 182 iMaporaiy
aigrants.



CHAPTER lY

SOCIAL STSDCTHRB OP RII TABBDUO

Contraat with th* Aawrloan fown.

lh» oloseit re»«akl«ao9 in t3i« sooial itruotura of Eln Tabroud

Tillaga to that of the rural eoBBittnitjr in the United Statee, if any

exiete, ie tiie lev England tovn vhioh ie the hone of the lev Englander*

hie soeioogeographie unit that prorides for the eduoatibn of hie

ehildren« hie ehuroh and a plaoe for tovn neetinge in vhioh the

oitizene dieouee their affairs and arrlTO at eosae eoneeneue of

opinion or a plan of aotion vhene-rer need arises* Ihue« the tovn

has been inetitutioiialised, and ie reoognised by both tovneaen and

outsiders as an independent funotional unit, as the faniliee vithin

express a feeling of belonging, vhile those outside reoognite the

nesdiers of the area as a group in thenselves*

It is vithin the confines of the tovn that the rural dveller

vhether he be a lev Bnglander or Arabian, spends the greater part

of his tisM, and it is into those oonflnes that the seienee and

oulture of the larger soeiety are usually brought to the rural

fanily in a ehain of sooial oontaets vhioh stretohes ultiaately

to the vorld's end*^

1
Taylor, Rural Life in the United States, pp* 55-59*
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Aboo^; th« things la vhioh this Arab oannuilty diffsrs from

th» Vmr England town la its original nothod of settleaOBt vheraby

tho four aoMadio tribea olaimed land oollectiwely and in duo tiao

dirided it a«>ng thoir ooaatituent faaily arabora which haa been

in turn aulti'-diTided by many generationa of progeziy until today* a

per oapita ahare haa darindled down to a few aerea* and in aaay

inataneea to a fraetion of an aore, adiile the Kew Englander eon*

tinuea to retain a aubatantial portion of the original aereage

inherited froa hia anoeators intaot* Thia ia due to the differ-

enoea in the inheritanoe lawa, econoaioal, aooial, and traditional

ties exiating in the Arab world* aa diaouaaed ia Chapter IX and

adiioh are tmknown In the lew England town*

Social Skeleton

fhere are two naUitara (elected heads of the tillage) in

thia eoanaiinity* They are titled aooording to the iaq)ortanoe of

their positions as "Pirat" and "Seoond" anikhtara oonaeeutiaely*

the first noting in the oapaoity of president and the aeooad as

▼iM-preaident of the aooial organisation of the Yillage* Their

election ia aoooapliahed in a denoeratio graaa-root wanner* aa

seen in Hgure 3» whereby eaoh clan elects two or three repre-

aentatiwea from its ranks* depending on its sise* to ait on the

Tillage oounoil* These repreaentatiTss ia turn aeleot a spokesman
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from uoBgst than who beeowvs the olaa*a innd>er one Mm* The

eleotlon of ̂ e wukhtare rests with the olaa leaders* Taoanoies

la the aukhtars positions are usually rotated aaoag all olans ia

the village so that eaoh aay have a chanoe to ooeupy the honorary

post as the position is a lifetiae Job. The election of the siukh-

tars Bust be approved by the oounty adsd.nistrator (Kayem-wntkaa} uho

has authority froa the state goveraaeat to veto the appolataeat*

regardless of the outooBW of the eleotioa*

Bleotioas are held en a verbal vote basis and the oandidate*s

eeleetioa usually depends on his Influeaoe in ̂ e village, his

wealth* personality and selfoexpression* Sleeted representatives

or the aukhtars any be resuved froa their posts should there be

any diseention in their olan or in the village as to their ae«

eeptability due to any irresponsible future ocaduot. A vote of

oonfidenoe aay be held and the disputed representative is replaced

should he fail to rally enough support to keep hia in his post.

Functions of the Clan

la the Arab village* the settling tribes put their aoaadio

spirits in oblivion and quickly adapted theaeelves to the nodes of

life. The tribe beoaas a elan* vhieh is the present unit of

social thought la the village* and aeabers of eaeh clan coatiaued

to work in Him fields collectively* dividing the produce equally
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•MBg all MMibar fudllas ai thay did fomerly b«for« tdiay tattlad

on tho land* This situation is aoouratoly depicted by Dr* Tannous

2
in the follonlngi

Legally, the grandfather or patriari^ is the owner
of the property in an Arab Tillage* Aotually, howoTor,
all neabers of the large joint fanily haTe an equal claim
on the land. They contribute toward its oultiTation and
share in its produce, eaoh acoording to his ability and
need.

For a young son to start upon an early independent
farming career, as is usual in the United States, is
praetioally unknown in the Middle East. Hbrmally, when
Idle patriarch gets too old, or upon his death, the joint
family splits into as many units as Ihere are sons, and
Idle lau^ is di-sided equally among them.

In many oases not only the produce but also the
eash Inoome and eash eaqienditures are shared. Sisdlarly,
the undertaking of a trading actlTity and a capital
InTestment, or tlM establishment of a new business, are
supported in some localities by the whole unit (that is
the olan). In some localities agricultural machinery
has been similarly acquired and put to use, and oil
presses and flow mills are jointly operated. In case
such projects fail and debts are incurred, all miraft>ers
inTolTed share in the responsibility.

There is a definite tendency in this osBsminity, as well as

in iamallah Covmty as a whole, at the present time for families

biologically composed of man, wife and the inswdiate progeny to

separate thMsselTes eeonomlcally from the rest of the clan in

order to become masters of their own economical destiny. As

2
Office of Foreign Agricultural Itelations of the United

States Department of Agriculture, Foreign Agriculture, (Washingtont
D*G*t GoTemmont Printing Office), June 19Uh« tolume F, Mo. 6, p. ljU.
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for (dumgos in tho social aspects this yet rsaains to be seen as

aothlag different has occurred since the days of early settlenent*

The elected head of the elan still tacitly retains the

ancient authority of the sheikh uho used to assenble his nen*

voice the problem of the day, discuss it and help nake decisions

no antter of what magnitude it might be, as long as it affected

the uelfare of the tribe*

Ocnson problems for uhish the clan usually asseshle fall

in one of the following sin eategoriest

1* Affairs dealing with rape, aooosting women, or murder,

in the order of their importance, and which are in

tolerable and eonsidered capital crimes, usually

with the most destructive oonsequenoes* Should a

mesiber of one elan snarder someone tr<m another clan

then the blood of the murdered is on the hands of the

entire elan to whieh the murderer belongs, as all of

his clan are held accountable for the crime he has

eemmitted and, tixerefore, they all share the guilt

and responsibility as far as the injured clan is

•onoerned* Quick decision on the part of the elan

held responsible for the act is required as the entire

clan must move out of the village immediately if further

bloodshed is to be avoided* Ihey usually take refuge

in some other village until a third party can mediate



b«t«r««n tbaaif arrange for indennlty, and faellitata their

offioial return to their hoaes* Thia action ia in ex-

oeaa of puniahawnt netted the offender h]r the eixil

authoritiea* Should the aggreaaor elan fail to eeao-

uate the Tillage, a feud ia oertain to follov ia ehieh

no nan ia iaanme fron ham, aiadlar to tiie famed Bat-

field-HoCojr feuding atyle ia Eentutiiy and the nore

reeeat Daiay Mountain feud in Texmeaaee.

2* Matter a oozmeeted with lareeagr, burglary or theft diould

the identi'ty of the burglar be identified* The elan to

whidh the burglar belenga met nafce good the daatage done

by oeaq>enBatlDg the injured party* They oblige their

aoouaed kin to repair idiat dainage he haa done eren though

he any haee to aell aoaae Taluable poaaeaaion, aueh aa

land or borrow the anney to anke up for hia foul deed*

Should the aoouaed deny hia guilt in the eaae of the

abaenoe of witneaaea, or laok of definite proof, he

ia eaoorted by hia olan along with the plalntiffa to

aoBte aneient tomb of aoae aaint where the aoouaed aweara

of hia innocenoe* Cie inTolTod partiea belieTO that the

wrath of falae awearing will oauae the aoouaed bodily harm

or aoBB other adafortune.
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5» Ifatters d»aling vlth the of tho rights of

aagr BOiBber of th« olan by an outsider (usually a menber

of another clan)* Ihis may deal with land boundaries*

financial claims* petty quarrels* eto** where the dis*

puts is settled by mutual negotiations between both elans

involTsd as they represent their individual members* k

third olan may act as Judge and its Judgment is binding

with both parties eonoemed.

2t.* Affairs dealing with the making of a budget fbr the

olan and determining the per capita share for expenses

inourred in the purchase of mats* rugs* quilts* sugar

or coffee for the guest house of the olan* The guest

house is usually that of the olan leader should he have

a third floor room known as "Ilya" or in any other
I'/

such room the clan*

5* The prospeetive betrothal of a girl in the clan by an

outsider requires the assenhlage of the whole olan to

air the matter for their ItnntemgvnMP approval* lest

there be an eligible baohelor in the olan who entertains

the thoughts of priority in this marriage due to his

oloser kinihip* and may prove himself a dissenter* there*

fore leading to unp>ediotable difficulties within the

olan if the family the girl should persist in giving

their daughter to the outsider*
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6* Ih«y nay nMt to nako routine asflignnants for -^e familieg

of tbe elan toinurdg aorving food by rotation among tho

member fasdliea for the bereaTed family of another elan

in eaae of death* Ihis eourte«y mhioh invol-vea the kil*

ling of a iheep or t»ro ia usually repaid by the other

elan in the same manner in the e-rent of death in this

elan*

The xoadafa -ehich la the rlllage's guest house and soeial

emiter is the plaoe idiere the village eounoil smets* This oounoil

eonsists of the anikhtars* elan leaders and their irepresentatives*

It is here where all eonmon problems oonoerning the welfare of the

oonoDuni^ are threshed out* These problems may oover 8u<di things

as the repairing of the village roads, village school or mosque,

the purdiase of aoeessories for th^ and for the madafa, seleetion

of mediators from the village to be sent to another oonmunity that

any have asked for their help, appointment of a watohman to g\uurd

the oultivated airea of the village against stray livestook (the

owner usually fined for damages inflioted by them), placing a

eervioe man to attend to the food and hrelling needs of strangers

idio may stop by the village, assigning the employees pay which

usually eonsists of oash or kind or ho'&*

Meals served in the madafa are contributed by the villagers

families aooording to a roster approved hy the village council and



56

irtiieh th« MrTlM aaa imditrtfJwt by rsaiading those whMi it it

thtir tvum to terv* at ha bringt l^a food to ̂ a guaat houta« fhia

•arviaa wm alto attazidt to ohora arork in tha aadafa and tha aotqua

and othar imblio plaeat*

Wa Botioe in tiia tooial struetura of this -villaga the ab*

tanoa of jails, a sheriff, a state patrol station or any other Isar

anforeaamst agaaaias* This laafulnasa, prevalent in the aoasnmity,

is due in no snail naasura to the indiridual's oonseiousnass of the

faot that ha upholds the honor of his faadly and his olan and vast

behave in a aannar satisfaotory to the uhole village last ha be the

butt of their jokes in their ̂ tharings and bring eonta^pt and dis

honor on hinsalf and his olan* Furthermore, if he should prow

hiauelf dignified and trustworthy, ha is rewarded wilh raspeot by

his fallow BMn who would aarafully listen to his opinions in their

gatherings* Therefore, ha brings credit upon hinsalf and his olan

as ha is oonsidared their produot and representative in his behavior*

These faots tend to stamp a oertain stability of sooial life in

the oonsRmity as awry individual is keenly aware of the fast that

his deeds, vdiether good or bad, are olosely observed by his fellow

villagers, and whatewr he nay say is going to pass everybody's

attention, refleoting en the degree of his intelligenee and his

ability to get along with people in the ooflOBunity. This faot in

itself draws definite limits and boundaries on the behavior of the
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IndiildiMil and prsBses falm to do ohivalroug doodi aloxiig tuoli llnot

aa aid to thoaa arho aak for It, forgi-taaaaa of tho guilty, hoa-

pitality to strangara and guests and aMny other aplendid daada*

theaa aaignifioient ouatoaa vara brought iriHh tha aarly aattlara frcna

tha deaolata dasert and hare narar dlfldAishad ualaaa under the durasa

of aeonofldo praaaura car Ingratituda on tdia part of thoaa raoalrlag

tha banafita*

Should ai^ iodiridual oraratap tha taoit boundariea of da-

Oanoy, and idiioh aaldon oooura. It baoonaa tha duty of hia clan

aldara to oorreot hln aren though foroa nay ba uaad at tiiMa* lha

oiTll authoritiea are oallad froai Bamallah only aa a laat raaort

after all parauaaira nathoda at their disposal haw failed*

Type of Family Prawlent

Thotigh tha olan ia tha aooial unit, yet tha independent

faadly oonaiating biologioally of tao generations, nan and wife

and unaarriad ohildran^oonatituta 38 peroant of all faniliaa ia

this Tillage* The other 62 peroant lira aa a joint faaily, oonaiating

of thrae ganarationa—grandparenta, uanarriad and narriad aona and

daughters, and their ohildren all liring in the sane eonpouad and

stand aa one aooial and aoonoaio unit* They jointly haw a aay

about the personal affaire of eaeh ■Bad>ar and a strong sense of
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loyaXtjr is auiifeated hy the r«speotl-v« K«aber» of th« fttslly

5
group.

Iho two'geaeration fudly group is similar to that azisting

o& th« Amoriean farm. It may ha "patriarehal" ia mhioh a high da*

graa of authority is vastad in t^a fathar, or "dmBOoratie" mhan author

ity is mora aqually sharad by Tarious maabers of tha family.^

fhara }m.s baan a staady ineraase towards tha dssu>oratio typa

of family sinoe tha first world war, not dua to any tuodua hard

frontiar Ufa andurad by the wives enabling tham to share muoh of

the work and rasponsibility bayond tha oonfinas of tha home, thera-

fora allowing tham a greater share of authority as in tha United

States, but dua to the rise of the general aduoational level in

the nation and raaotion towards tha maanoipation of woman in tha

OiTilisad world. However, woman's everyday life in this oonmunilgr,

as wall as ia most of Rasmllah County, remains anudi tha same aa

•ttiat of tha days of tha early settlers. Tha absanoa of gainful

work outside the hnsa has lad her to eoononio dapandanea on her

husband. Tha laok of granting suffrage to woman dua to antiquated

euetoma, and tha failure of introduoing modem aids to lighten her

hous^old work has not lassanad any of tha drudgery of her daily

^Offiaa of Foreign igricultural Relations, Foreign Agri-
eult\ira, p. 132. '

^Haylor, Rtiral Life in the United States, p.
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toll or allewod hor tliM to partioipoto in any worthidillo sooial

and ooMMunity affair* • SiKoltanoouily, tlio modora prinoiplo* of

Ohild psyohology haro not boon doTslopod in sohoola and fanilie*

and no trend* fbr tbe *'«Mnoipation of ohildren" ham yet bean

aeoured*

In general, the Arab fara faadly haa lagged behind the

urban faadly in the transition fron the patriarchal to the deno-

eratie type of family organisation a* the eaae ia in the United

State*• But thia generalisaticm requires inatediate qualifioationa,

for it ia by no sMana true that all farm families are patriartiml,

or all urban families are dmaooratio* Bor ia it true that fasdliea

fall neatly into these olaaaifloation* as there are infinite gradUt-

tiona eaeiating in the allocation of authority and reaponaibilitgr

betveen the parents, and between the parents and the ohildren.^

Role of Farm Wife and Mother

The a-verage rural woauin in this oonmunity atill haa to valk

a mile or two to the Tillage spring to earry aeeeral gallons of drink*

ing water ia a oontainer on her head^or ia a leather akin en her

back. In the autuam ah* must go se-veral adlea out from the oompounda

of Ihe Tillage and fetch wood, brush, and thorns to use for fuel,

and piok oliToa frwc Ihe olire groTS*. In the winter nonthsjahe

5ibid, pp, is-U,
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firings tias hos behind the plowing tews to pulTerise hard snissos of

•oil that haws not been threshed out by- the plow* In the spring

it is her duty to elear the weeds frost the oultieated area of ̂ e

-tillage and bring it hone for use as fodder for the 11-restock. In

l^e sunner she helps harrest the orops, eoeer the vineyards with

bushes pioked frost the s»uatain slopes to protect the grapes ffosi

being sun soaldod, then sort them out if they are to be sold^ or add

a eoat of olive oil to the fruit and dry it in the sun for several

days in ease it is to be preserved*

All these duties are superfluous to her household work which

requires her to knead -khe flotur and bake her family*s daily bread

in -khe '^i^tboost" (a oonoidal shaped elay struotiire. the interior of

whioh is eovered with pebbles on wfaidh the knead is spread over in

the shape of flat round loaves) after she has gathered dried dung

and had it spread en the outside of the taboon along with s-^aw whidh

she sets en fire to genera-fco the required heat to bake the bread. Then

she has to eook, oarry the food to her working spouse, wash the family's

elothing by hand and more than likely swnd the olothes and oleaa the

house, besides attesdixig to her small ohildren if she should have

any, as there are no kindergartens or nurseries in the village*

It is evident from all this that she is Just a little more

than a beast of burden* Tet, she is also the wife auid mother of
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th« oonunity^ •xerting gr«at iafluenoa in Bhapiag tha ftaaily axki

the olan^ Iroiiloally enough, there ie not a elngle reeorded divoree

M.M In this ̂ ole ooamunity thou^ KurIIib lanre are liberal in fa*

eilitating dleoree for marriageR that haee not proeed RuooeRaful*

CiiR Bay be due to one of the following three thingit

!• Ihe expenee inTolred in paying a dowry whieh reached the

reeord-high inflatinnary anount of 1000 poundR or the

equivalent of liiOOO.OO during World War 11 in thie county,

beeidee the oost of the marriage banquet adiioh may range

from 50 pounda or |200,00 to tbouRanda of dollars, de«

pending on the neana of the bridegrooa*

S« A wife diaaatisfied with her husband usually retuxuxa to

her fanily adiereby her closest nale relatives listen to

grievanees as they Rire oonsidered her second protsetors

and, -ttierefore, iMdiate between her and her husband until

they haws been reoonoiliated and the eause of dissatis-

faction has been ironed out, after a diort "oooling off"

period, thereby preventing a hasty divoroe,

3* Divorce is oonsidered taboo among the Axvibs though ISielr

religion allows then to avail thMaselves to its blessings

in ease of a certain marriage failure.

In spite of all the hardships suffered by the farm wife and

wther, die retains the profound respeot of the well»brought-up In the
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"village, and her sons are eager to pre-wmt her fro* tiring hartelf

aa soon aa they are old enongh to do the work, restrioting her ao-

tiyitiea to houaahold work, end onoe they ere oarried they are

anxious to shift the burden of the household work on to their

wires as they are usually grateful to their anthers for bringing

theBi up aaddst all sufferings in the earlier days*

Ifirs* H* n* Spoer of England reports in her book of "Arabs In

Tenband foen" that she has newer sem a single oase of "Saturday-

night" treatment of wife or ohlld or anther during twenty years of

intimate assooiation with the Arabs in Palestine, and oites the

rerified Ihot that a man on his way to exeoution was safe from

puniriusent if he oould lay hold on the skirts of a woman, and continues

to say that she has seen eriminals led blindfolded to prewent them

from exereising this {aririlege*^

Analysis of the Marriage Institution

Bie i»-inoipal objeotive of the institution of marriage in

£in Tabroud village, as well as in the Arab world in general, is

the begetting of male offspring* This deep rooted desire Stems from

^Ifrs. H. H* Spoer, ̂ abs in Tent and town, (Seeley, Service
A Ce«, London, 1924)* PP»
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th« sarly ezperl«no« of tribal life in the desert, ehen tlw Tsrjr

existence of the tribe at a unit and its ability to jHroteet itself

and its possessions against other raiding tribes depended solely

on its Bsapoirer. This has been sonewhat modified sinoe the settle-

msnt of the tribe in the Tillage, until it has OOHI to ineltide the

partnership of the spouses in sharinl; Idie burden of life and the

hardships of fans -work. fienreTer, the husband is still aeare of the

faet that srithout learlng a son behind him after his death his pos

sessions will be lost to olher relatives in the long rtm* He also

knows that only a son oan carry on his name and perpetuate the chain

of generations of his ancestry} while a daughter married to others will

soon lose her identity as she assusws that of her husband*

Marriage is binding between both spouses in the form of a

written oontraot known as "kitab" (book) in which both parties make

certain pledges and agreements which tiiey promise to IHilfill. The

closest male relatiTe of the bride usually acts as her represent-

atirs in the presence of the Tillage religious teacher* The drawn

oontraot stipulates the dowry v/hioh is to be paid by "ttxe husband,

and may wary aeoordlng to his means, ranging from a few hundred

dollars to a fortune, and stipulates the settlement he will be ob

liged to make in oase of diToroe* A good deal of Ihe dowry is

usually spent by the bride's family on the trousseau and adorzasents

which she takes with her, and the equiTalent of sdxieh must be restored
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to her i& ease of dleoroe ae Muelia lairs protest the vlfe by holdlzig

her property and wealth inriolate to her husband and inmuae froK
7

his debts.'

Marriage la eonsuasated by a banqnat for all those present

(nsoally the entire eaaaanity as it joins the prooession which is

led by t^e bridegroom en horsebaok froa his house to l&e Tillage

guest house). Ihe fiesta is sprinkled with folk danoing (debkl)«

singixig* and horsebaok raoing sjeong the youngsters until sunset when

the short holiday eomes to an end.

It has been the oustom of '^e yotingsters in this eeewaily

as it is in most rural eonttiaities in the world to marry earlier them

their opposite urban numbers. This is due mainly to a laek of di«

Tsrgenoe and recreation en the farm, the need of more help on the

farm and the eonstant wish of the family elders to marry their

ohildren during ̂ eir life time in order to haws toddlers around.

Beeorded eases of marriages in Bin Tabroud through the last

three decades indicate that girls are married betwCM the ages of 13

and 21 and boys are married between 19 and 27* Figure h shows the

pereentages of aasried snd unmarried eligibles 18 years old and

OTsr in this ooBaunity.

7Hr, G. I. Xheirallah, Islam and^e Arabiy Prophet, (Hsw
Tork City, Islamie Publishing fiompni^, 1^58) P* 15^»
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7h« presant trends ere to merry mi thin the upper breokete

of ̂ ese e|;e limits, espeoially since boys imist reise the dosry

needed through the eeeamuletlon of their savings vhieh may take

years of irork, ehile some are foroed to sell or mortgage a pieoe

Of land to finanoe their ambition. During the period 1933~l9tl5*

28 peroent of the male badhelors had to dispose of a pieoe of land

or some other property to pay the dowry. This peroontage more than

doubles in periods of eoottomioal reverses. It is no small wonder why

divorces are non-existent In this ooaspumity when it requires so Msih

capital on the part of the farmer to marry.

Of the 39s families whioh constitute this village, six families

are polygomous. Ihen the men were asked as to their reason for ao*

quiring another wife they unaniawusly blamed their wives of infer

tility and their failure to produce sons. Paradoxically as it semns,

all had sons from their seoond marriages. These polygosous marriages

were contracted in the tsenties as there is an obvious disddin and

reluotaneo among the younger generations toward praotioing such a

venture.

Polsrgomy has been inoreasingly discouraged among the urban

population mtil it has some to be non-existent} ehile it is seld«a

practiced among the rural population in towns, it is on the verge

of oblivion aaong those living in villages and hamlets. Tits adoption

of ohildren by the ohildless or sonless nay bo the best way out of



67

•uoh a t«atur« la this Ag« whert polygoagr aad th« har««ai had oom

to ho soRothiag of the past. Bo«ovor» this is rather difficult

•laoe the poorest aaoag the Arabs will aot husble hlssolf aad give

aoay aajr of his ohlldrea to be reared as those of aaother. the oaly

vay to stamp out polygoay is to latrodueo strlot oItII loglslatloa

la the state to ead Its praotleo.

Dr. Khelrallah la his book of "Islam aad the Arablaa ilh^opliet*

gl-ves the polat of rlev of Muslim lasr regerdlag polygoagr by deolarlxtg

that Islam permits polyg<a^ but does aot eajola it. 8s polats out

that the penslssloa to restrlot the uallmlted polygooy of Iho pw>»

Islasdo morld (laoludlag those of the pro{hets of the Bible) is

based iq»n the following rerse from the Koraai

Surah U«5**dad if you fear that you oaaaot aot
equitably towards orphans, then marry
su<h m»oa as seen good to you two and
three and fourj but if you fear that you
-will not do Justioe (between them) them
(marry) only one.

He eoatlaues to explain that a (hildless marriage, an ailing

or o-rerburdenod wife, or a weaum reaching the age of aeiu>pauso, whom

aaturo oloses her sex book, may find a woloome relief ia a sooondary

sMurriage by her husband, for it obriates the aeoessity of diworee

aad its ooaseqtienoes under these oirouastanees. Multiple marriages,

tdiea sooially and oeoaosdoally permissible, he says, smy proTs to

be a preferable aad by far a more humane solution, than prostitution

and illioit philandering, which stigmatises women and children.
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eonoludea tiiat polygomgr hftt b«en praotioed from. th« dflm

of history stamg all pooplo* and that ho is not ssrare of aagr toa^or,

prophot or rofonsor hoforo Ifahsssnad stho had lisdtod or forbiddon

its praetioo* Muhoeead, oonfrented with iAta.t he witnessed around

hin, was the first among the teaehers of menkind to limit polygoagr«

and to raise and safeguard the status of womanhood. Tet the West*

em World of the twentieth century is generally unaware of this faot,

and paradoxieal as it seesw, holds him responsible for its institution.®

The Israelites of the Bible time praetioed it extensively.

Mrs. S. H. Spoer deolares that, by and large, divoroe and polygoay

in Palestine are eonfixwd at the present time, mainly to tbe Jewish

population in that country.^

She average farmer in this ooenRuity seeking a wife is greatly

interested in his prospeotive wife's ability to manage a home adroit

ly. as a woman who is a good manager is held in high esteem. The fol

lowing aneodote is related to illustrate their attitude towards the

home management tMT prospeotive wivwst

An Arab King announoed one day tlmit he wished a wife, so all

mothers with eligible daughters bathed, perfumed, and dressed their

daughters in the best attire, and to^ them to the Pslaoe.

The King had his own views, and wanted a girl vdiom it woiad

be a pleasure to have in the house, and who would makw his home

®Dr. Kheirallah. Islam, pp. 132-158.

^s. H. a. Spoer. Arabs in Tent and Town, p. 19.
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eoafortaibl** So ho frepored a test* The nay to tho ̂ roneToosi

uras up a long outs Ide stair ease. Upon the stairs he threw a hroon,

and watohed from the window to see what would happen. &am of the

girls stepped orer it as they passed, some gars it a kiok, some pre

tended not to noties anything so hueble, soae, unobserrant, stuebled

over It. There oane a little simple farm girl, used to work and

to looking about her intelligently. She stooped, pieked it up, and

put it oarefully out of the way.

The nng eame to the door, and without even looking into the

faees of the others, took the girl by Idhie hand and drew her into the

room. Rie mthers were furious. Hot only had he ignored all their

daughters, but had added to this injtary the insult of choosing a ooa-

men little farm girl. As they could not get at her, they wanted

their fury upon her mother, "What walue had she," they asked, "this

poor girl with a blue dress looking like ewery other farm girl.

What was she, and idio was sheT*

"She is nothing," said the mother, "she has nothing, but

it is not to sawe herself that she -ttiinks, but to help others, and

that is shy our Lord has honored her with his regard."^®

liombers of this ooiauunity are beoosdLng increasingly conscious

of "^ir responsibility towards their daughters who will be the

^®Ibid, p. I4U.
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THE SDBMi SCHOOL AID EDUCATIOH

The Bduoational Situ&tloa in Palettin*

So aaalsrslfi of tho oduoationAl oituation Is Sin Tabroud vil-

lago can be 'tiiorough, vithout a preliaiaary re-viev of the general

eduoatlonal problene In l^e eountry as a ehole.

IFe kaosr froa ee^irioal experiezioe that the eduoatlon of

the ■Husses and the redaotlon of illiterai^ aoong ite aMmbere fom

the fry fundanentals of anjr progrese aa»ng the deaooratle nations

of the vorld. In a oountry like Palestine of vhidh over three^fourths

of its iidMLbitants are rural, the rural sohool oooupies a speoial

position of ssdnenoe* It stands as the lighthouse of guidanoe and

adrioe to the rural population liriiag in its rieini-ty, as it intro-

duoes new ways and neans of thixdcing to help the farmers oope morm

intelligently with their problems of eweryday life, and molds Ihe

thinking of their offspring as it prepares them to be better eitisene

in the future, and a greater potential souree of leadership in their

oomnnmity*

Schools in Palestine have exerted a potent influenoe in shap*

ing the thoughts, beliefs and reasoning power of Ihe eduoated in*

dividual, until they have bypassed the older influenoe of the ehuroh

iriiioh has beeome seoondary in influence during the last two deoades,

particularly among the younger generations*
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Xb spite of the Aolmovlsdgodi ibIim of the power of their

influenee* they here been pethetio&lly negleeted by the Sz-Ctoeem*

aeiEt of Ihe HsBdete Power in the oountry, though their eonditiona

had been better at their worst than under the period of furkish

dcndnation idxloh ignored edueation alnost altogether ezoept for the

pri-vileged few in sone of the uxtan centers*

Howeeer, this nsgleet of Arab education on the part of the

Ez*]fBndatc Power has not been due to aooident* fhc Sritish Royal

Coandssion of 1957 nadc no secret about this sdien it made the fol»

lowing statement in its published reportt^
Arab education produoes om of the most intraotable

diffioulties in the political situation* We cannot wish
'tiere should be less of it, nerely beoatise of its political
results.* ..Ihe faot must be faced that every year soate thou
sands of yoimg Arabs emerge from a sohcNsl-system iddeh has
inevitably fostered their nascent patriotism*

the Royal Oommission frankly admits the Arab's desire for

knowledge and eduoation as it states the followingt^

Among the Arabs "tiiere is a great demand for edu
oation* It is evidenoed by the nusher of applioatioiui
made every year for entrance into the town and village
sohools* But, owing to their limited resources, the
Arabs have been tmable to meet this dmsand* Although
there are a few sohools maintained by Arab funds, such
as the seoondary sohools at Jerusalem, Rablus and Bir
Zeit, it has fallen prinoipally to the Oovemment to
provide educatioxuil faoilities for themi and unfortunately
the Depar'teient of Eduoation has always been short of fxinds*

^Palestine Royal Oonmission, Report, p* 97*

^Ibid, p, 251.
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Ths wagtr KMuat of rnmtf «p«Bt by the Adodni station on the

eountry*e edueation in eoKperieon to other iteme is shown in Teble

17. It is noticed that the peroentages spent for this purpose hate

deelined steadily since I935« addle those for the soneidiat unneces

sary il^blic Works hate almost tripled and those for Police and

Prisons doubled by 1957* leading a stranger to think this country

to be a orininal nationi

The inoome of the OovertaMst, on the o^er hand. Is shown

in Idble 7, there an aocumalation of 144181,655 pounds can be readily

seen during the same period.
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EJCPEMDITDRES OP TBR PALESTIHE QOWRHIEIIT 0URIBO I93I-I937

1931-S 1952-3 1933-4 1934-5 1935-6 1936-7*

Pounds Pouadfl i^undt bounds Poimdt Pounds
TOTAL SXPfHDITOffl 2.374.867 2.516.394 2,704.856 3.230,010 4.236.202 6.099.997

Ezpsiadlturst

Public Works 334,353 317.451 373.224 540.697 991.824 1.105.793

PoXioc and Prisons 469.516 475.042 486.605 506.712 527.467 744.455

DcpcrtaMnt oT
Hccltt I05.9I8 111,052 135.838 166,511 194.632 204.356

DopsirtBont of
Eduoctioa 146,988 159.520 179.635 201,498 221.087 243.265

Pcroentsgo of Total
Spent on Sduoation 6.ig?e 6.31^ 6.64( 6.24J 3*2^ 3.9S?f

♦Ibid, p. 252.
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IBCOIB OF rm GOmilffiKT OP PAl£Sn»
mntmo 1931-37

1931-32

1932-33

1933-3U

195U-35

1935-36

1936-57

Custoas

npoSSfiT
922,080

l,5l4U.052

1,868,598

2,600,370

2,751,2145

2.019,Ii79

tout
S«-r»nu«

Pouadi **
2,333,895

3,673,206

3,985.1»93

5,452.633

5.770,Ii56

4,639,953

T -r %'
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fh« Roy*l Gondtaion daplorad suoh a naadleas aurplua dnnm

tr<m tha taiepayara.^ It auggaated it ahould ha-va baan apaat
oa publio ararka or aoata otbar aer-rieaaji but so saatioa araa aaUto of

apasdlng aome of It oa t&a aoraly aaadad pid>lio adaoatloa, though

It daolaraa tha followiag ia tha aaaia roport ragardiag Arab aduoa*

tioa ia Falaatlaaj^

Tha Go-varaseat ayates ia abla to aatiafy ao aora
i^um half tha Arab dasai^ f«r aduoatioa. Of raoaat yaara
aaarly 30 pareant of -^a applioaata for aatry iato aohoola,
in area a ahera aohoola axiat, haaa had to ba rafuaad for
laek of taaohara and aeocaModationf and thia aaikaa no al»
louanoa for tha uaaatiafiad dasand ia araaa adiara ao aohool
haa yat baan built within aooaaaibla diatanoa*

Out of an Arab populatioa of aohool^aga youagaterot
aatiaatad at about 260,700, only 1)2,700 ara at praaaat
aoooaoaodatad in GoxroruBant aohoola} and Araba oaloulata
that about 63 paroant of tha fanaara ara atill illitarata*
Thia ia tha mora daplorabla ia that sany Arab aillagaa aura
williag. If only Cto-fomaant will do ita ahara, to oontributa
towarda tha araotion of aohool buildinga*

Then tha Royal CoaBdaaion ooaoludaa tha following about oon>

ditioaa of tha aohool-ayatas ia Arab ooanmnitiast^

Although tha principal Arab dasiand ia for primary ad-
uoation, tha Goaamaant aaoondary aohool ayatas la iaada-
quate aaan for tha liadtad output of tha prlamry aohoola*
The Gowarasant Arab Collaga ia tiia only aatabliahaant of
fering a full aaoondary ooursa, though thara ara aaoondary
olaaaaa at a few other town aohoola*

^Ibld, P- 132

^bid. P* 231

^Ibid, P» 231
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the iaeeiteble ihortage of trained teaohere under such a

cyitem it ocotBented on by the Spoketaan of the aboee Conaiotioa

in the folloviag etateaentt

the lupply of trained teaehero it teTtrely Hadted*
The output of theai from ̂ e SoTemaent Arab College guf"
fioet for the replaeeatnt of lottet only through illnete
or retiremnty but not for the full ttaffing of nee
tohoolt. The oonttruotion of thit College, apprcved by
the Secretary of State in 19^8, eat pottponed by Goeem-
neat for one reatma or another until 1935f only the firtt
part of Ihe plan hat aotually been eoiqpleted, and until
the CtoTomtent reteiadt itt refutal to oountenanoe any
eactention of the building t, no effeeti-re increase oan be
aohiOTod in the output of teaohert* The Oofemnent
WiUBsn't College it even lett adequately housed in rented
buildings, and there it a nore teriout laek of iraaMia
teaohert than of auin*

Arabt -who detire to continue their edueation beyond the

teoondary olattet at uniTersity leeelt are forced to go abroad.

The najority of thote uho oan afford it go to the Anerioan Gni-

eertity at Beirut, and a fen go to Bgypt, Europe or the Baited

Statet* It is erident that thousands of stsntally eligible young

sters uho are fitted for a higher eduoatioa nntt forfeit tueh a

privilege due to their laek of funit and inabili^ Ut afford traeel

abroad, not to nention the ooaparatirely high feet required by nost

unieersities, including the university established by the Anerioan

Presbyterian Mttion at Beirut.

^Ibid, p. 251.



Itoit of tb«M disoont«nt»d youth hart baon lod to bolio'vo

that «»y hoTO boon fruatratod oarly ia Ufa as thair half adu-

aatloa is of littla valua to thaasalvas or to thair oooatry* I'vaat*

ually, thay sattla dowa ia lotr-payiag Jobs ia aa aB-rlroaswot doToid

of tha iaoantiTSs aad opportuaitias awilabla to sisdlar youth

ia tha 9altad Statas*

Shair adolesoant disooatant tiarns into hard-boilad blttornoss,

uhioh finds fant in Joining tha sublina national eausa, as thair ago

finds taritsiph in supporting idiatOTar tha national eausa auy antail»

suoh as national daaonstratioas, strikes, or raballions. Such a

situation is not uaoansoa, iadead, sasoag ttia diseoatmtad youth of

any aation uadar sisdlar oirouswtaaoas. Had tha Msadata Foaar spaat

generously on aduoation, it would vary likely have had less to spend

on internal saourity sMasuras aad would have gained nuoh good will

aad respaot fron tha populaaa.

C« X* Vabstar, ProfaMor of international SooacaBies at tha

London S^ool of Soonosdos, subs up tha situatiLon in the following

stataaiant regarding British policy in tha lOar Bast|7

Large suns of sutnay had bean axpandad in the Hear
East, but it luUl bean axpandad aminly for war or, on oo»
oasion, for tha repression of raballion* Iha axpanditura
of one-tenth of such an anuount on the aoonotnio aad sooial
oelfara of their new wards would alsust certainly have

"^0. K. Wabstar, British Policy ia tha KLddla East, as edited
by P, W. Ireland ia the HOar East, p. lyo.
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Mua«d th« Arabi to adopt an antlraly nov attltuda toward
British leadership* It is beooBlag inoreasiogly eiddent
that "Bie great adstake of the demoeratie Powers* in the
period between the two wars, was iheir failure to trans
late dsBooraoy into eeonoaio and sooial welfare, and no-
wrhere was a laisses fairs poliey nore disastrous than in
their relations with those areas, both in Europe and in
Asia, sdiere «ie transition from one fona of soeiely to
another denaaded large and oarefully planned expenditures*
Bb suoeessful attenpt was suide to set up a great Arab
Bhirersity such as the Jews ereated* Suoh enlarged oon-
oeptions of the duties of a ssuodatory Power were, as we
haws seen, altogether outside the oonoeptions of the British
ruling olass*

the authoritiee in (diarge realised early that eduoation is

the only praetioal neans of raising the people's sboial and eeonon-

ionl leeels, and with 'ttiat their standards of liriiig and hygiene

are sure to be eleeated. they were also aware that it would be

difficult for a foreign goTsrisaent to regulate their affairs under

su^ oonditions of widespread knowledge and eduoation, sinoe light

is apt to be shed on the shortoonis^s of the ezistiag eooncasioal

and sooial systeas, and oorreotiee Masures will haws to be taken*

the au"toorities steered away from suoh a oourse to prerent the

arousing of young leadership in the ftture that night awaken the

nation fkon its domaney*

If the eonsistont desumds of ̂  people for eleaentary sohools

are to be eonplied with, this oan lead only to further olaau>ring

for Moondary spools, eelleges and a uniwersity to serse the

nounting dsnands of those who haws ooapleted their eleaentary



do

ediicatlon* 13m dovmfall of the Daiveesha (phozqr religious ovangs»

lists) who are alrea<tr «a their wsy to non-existence, am of the

ubiquitous uneducaiMd Beligious Sheiks feigning as preachers, will

cexdiainljr be inevitable along with the disappearance of other super*

stitions and useless relics* The intelligentsia of the nation alreacb^

dondnates the scene*

Defects of the Educational-System in Palestine

In addition to the foregoing general defects of education in

Palestine, the following shorteonings in the eduoational-^ystesi

are evidentt

1, Teachers are poorljr-trained in the social and psychologi

cal aspects of their profession, especially those teaching

in ths rural conmunitiss* It is of interest to notice ths

foresightedness of the Tennessee Department of Education's

ruling in this matter* This ruling requires teachers to

have a degree in education, at least theoretically, or a

certificate in education inclusive of prescribed psychologi-

cal and social courses* Colleges do not require such a

requisite* This is evidence of the Department's concern to

handle the adolescent you'Ur carefully with trained m<m and

women* The writer is in a position to state that the oveiv

whelming majority of teachers frcm the lowest elamsntaxy grade

to the hi^est secondary class in Palestine, go to class
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•quipped with a stick or a pair of strong biceps to man

handle the student for a mere mistake that may make

in reciting am assignment or neglecting homework. Teaohera

who are too old to use force resort to mental torture and

ridicule. To improve this entire undesirable system^

certain ccurses in the fields of psychology and sociology

should be definitely taken by all teachers before they

should be allowed to practice teaching.

2. Teaehere are underpaid, causing them to lack interest in

their vrork. Their living faciUUes in the respecUve

coMBunities have limited facilities, especially those

teaching in the rural oonmunities.

3. Ihe educational-cysteei makes no provisions for kinder-

gartens nor does it make alloivance for adult education in

night classes or othsrvlse. Iheae things are badly needed

in view of the fact that 85 percent of the population are

Illiterate, yet the people are willing to learn if offeired

an opportunity.

4* It is apparent that there is a definite scheme in govem-

msnt schools to overload the curriculum. This is done to

burden the minds of the students with a great deal of

cramming mid little thinking. Thia causes a large

number of students to bog-down and eventually wash-out
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'to Mik* rooa for others due to the liMted e-vailahle

•duoetionel feollltlss offered by 'toe Oo-rernseat* A

graduate of a eeoondary edhool vhloh Is the equi'valeat of a

high sohool here, is stuffed vith several oollege fresh-

SMm aad sophoatore courses though he aay laofc the intel«»

leotual ability to absorb the fuadaaentals of suoh oourses,

aad aton the aatorial is sbsovbed, it is lightly retained*

Suoh orasBsiag by toe adolesoent youth, allovrs little or

BO tiae for recreation, or tiOM for 'bhesi to join any pa

triotic social aeti'vities that night be found*

5* Students dropped fron suoh Qovernnent schools for aeadenic

reasons usually enroll in pri-vate national or adssionary

schools in the eouatry, toioh are in turn vrrongly dubbed

by go-vemnent pupils as inferior due to toeir acceptance

of such students* The eurrievdun of these private sohoole

sdght be sonstoat less burdensone than those of the govern-

nent, btxt nevertheless, they nore -toan isalce up for 'tois by

offering physical, soeial, and religious activities idiito

outweigh any other seeaing disad-vantages they nay ha-re*

The underlying fault of tois situation is toe ab

sence of an accepted standardised educational systesi in

toe form of a national association to cover the fuala-

swntal curricula of all operating sohools in the countoy*
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6* Adequate essential laboratoiy equipment and material for

the performanee of individual experiments in the exact

sciences, such as chemistzy and phyics, are absent. Thus,

the student is forced to depend a great deal on his

imagination for the chesdcal reactions involved in his

experiments in chemistzy. He also has to imagine ths

operation of the various physics laboratozy instruments

in his course cf stuiiy. Therefore, .he covirses are

not so hard to forget a few months after the last exami

nation, and many studemts are apt to find a considerable

degree of difficulty in university level studies should

thiy continue their education.

7* One of the purposes of education is to produce intelligent

leadership. An examination of the records shows almost

the oaaplete absence of eoniBunity leaders who are pzo<i»

ucts of govermoit schools unless th^ happen to be the

Ions literate members of ths conmunity, whereby no other

siibstitutes are present. Augpienting the curriculum with

appropriate courses in the social sciences will undoubtedly

have fa]>-reaching effects in t^is direction, especially

in producing zuraX leaders.
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8. The lack of sxifflclent rooatlaml training for rural

schools is evident. The Palestine Department of Edu^

cation has of late encovoraged the development of school

gardens worked supposedly trained men under the super*

vision of a member of the school staff. The program has

made some progress as seen from an increase in the budget

for this work from 30 poxmds in 1928 to 3000 pounds in

8
1943 for the whole countly. This is far from sufficient

though it is a step in the right direction.

9» There are no adequate agricultural experiment stations

or institutions of agrioultve in tte oountiy at tmiver-

sity level. Tie govemaent had an experiment station

at Acre, along with various sub-stations engaged in

growing and distributing better plant varieties.

The sub-station at Beersheba has developed dzy-

farming cultivation studies. It is questionable

whether Acre was the best place for this type of work.

It is in the limited marshy region of the northern coastal

plain, whereas much of the Arab agricultural activities

are in the upland and hil3y regions and the dzy-farming

area of the Negeb. It was suitable for irrigation studies.

8B
p. 41.

. km Keen, The Agricultural Developiaant of the Middle East.

-'i-r i..,. ]
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but unfortunately the well-water rested on saline water,

and there were signs that the irrigation water was oon-

taminated, and a fi^sh supply of water had to be found,'

As for agricultiural schools in ths oountzy, there

is mly the two-year Kadoorie Agricultural School at

Tulkam (Figure I), which has had so far an unfortunate

accomplishBient, Ozd.ginally the two Kadoorie schools

were e^qwcted to produce the future agricultural

officers, but experience has shown that the scholars

of the one at Mount Tabor are absorbed by ttie Jewish

colonies, v/hile those froa Tulkarm are inadequately

trained. Further, the graduates «itiy into the

Agricultural Service could only be as occasional

replacemaits, as the Department of Agriculture

is fully staffed on its existing, but inadequate basis,^
10, There are no public libraries of any dimension to aid

those interested in studying, as the case is in most

civilized countries throughout the world.

The Educational Situation in Ein Yabroud

The yearning of the most primitive Arab, whether Muslin or

Christian, has alwi^s been to master the Koran or Bible, respectively.

This earnest desire up«i idiich the^ philosophy of life is built was

'ibid., p, 81.

^Ihid.. p, 82,
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th« fottttdatloa of thoir oorly s^ool syatomt nhieh vMtdiored o«a*

turlot (MP tino, oad upon iriildi protont day sohools la haalets, Til*>

lagof aad tovat voro octabllshod*

la tho absonoo of tohool buildlagt la tha oarly hiotory of

ooBBBuaity, tho aoaquo forTod a« a plaoo of prayor aad itudy,

idiile "ttio ohur^ corvod a ■iailar twia purposo la tho nearby Arab

Chriotian ooawmitios auoh aa Sir Zolt« Jiffaa, aad Et-tayiba, aa

aoen in Figuro 2*

Toungatora oam to tho aoaque daily ahsther oa foot or horao*

bade from outlying areaa aurrounding thia rillago, to loam to road

and vrito and erontually aaator tho Koran uador tho vigilant oaro of

tho looal Khateob (elder religioua toadher of iJie village}* The stu-

doata aasenbled in a partitioned aeetion of the noaque to leara the

teadiinga of the Koran, uaually aonorizing a good deal of it before

they had learned to read or orite* What they learned ia adiool vaa

auppleaeated at homo by tho pareata liho awwiriied a good aaoay Stiraha

(paalaa) from the Koran theffiselvea to use in their daily prayers,
though -ttioy night have been illiterate duo to their laok of oppor

tunity to reeeive en eduoation in their younger days*

The older Khateeb vras in due tioo replaoed after the first

world vrar, by a teadier irtio revolutionised the baaio ourrioulun

oonaiating of Religion, Oonpoaition and Wstheintiea, and added a

few other eoursea auoh as Arabio History, Idterature, Algebra,
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8«MMtry* 9«e»graphy» and wva an BngXlah ooursa a» ht hap*

pmad to know a little*

Ihe yonager teaoher aaa not aatiafied to reoelmi a loaf of

bread fron hii pupils for pay« or to haTe his daily three steals

brought to hia by the students aooording to their turn on the roster

as did the elder Xhateebj nor uas he interested in reoeising olotlf

ing, Ibel* laundry seruioe and other Tarious necessities froa the

parents of his students like his predeoessor* Se uas often a siaranger

aho aas paid in eash ty the Tillage and attended to his own serTioes

and espenses* Later oa« he was eoapensated by the goremaent and

beoaae store or less independwit of -Uie Tillage*

With an inorease in the student body» the partitioned siosque

with its few benches eould not aeoonsxtdate the enrollment, and the

entire Tillage pitched in, in 1950, to raise funds for a larger school*

Ihe goTemaent agreed to aatdh half the funds needed and supply a

teaoher, parorided the rest of the funds were raised by the Tillage,

and a pieoe of land was offered for the site of the school* This

ooapleted, a three*rooa Bu>dsm sohool building was ereoted to aoooa*

Bodate the entire enrollaent of the student body* A. deoade later*

■Wie Tillagers realised Ihe significance of teaching their daughters

what had been taught to tlieir eons* Since oo-eduoation uas sonething

they knew little about, they treated the sid>jeot coldly due to *^0

laok of separato faoilities for the purpose* They petitioned the
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government to erect a school building for the girle' education ae

thegr had done a decade earlier for the bogre* The goverment wae thii

tline uninterested in their affairs as it had its hands full in support

ing the needs of its mother government in London to fight the late World

War. The village council then settled the Issue temporarilgr tgr al

lowing girls to attend school with the bojs, until a building could be

erected. However, they were to be seated on separate benches in the

class room at the case is in many town schools in sane regions in the

United Statee.

At the end of the war they repeatcKl their petition to the govern*

msnt to ereot a separate girls' school. This time, they were given the

cold shoulder by the government , as it evidently had no intention to

comply with their desire.

Meoieers of this community were, nevertheless, determined to erect

the biilding and thsy cor menced to raise funds for the prupose. Tl»>y turned

to their emigrant relatives in foreign lands for financial aid, but un-

f(n>tunately, selfishnesa and mutual mistrust between both factions failed

to materialize thslr nc^le ambition. Emigrants overseas felt that thsy

had no daughters who would benefit directly froa their contributions, and

residents in the viUags were unable to raise sufficient funds for the

purpose. The result was a dismal failure of the project which is to be

blamed on all concerned. However, their observaticm of the constant pro

gress of ths girls, who mitperformed ttm boys in tteir studies, did not di

minish their desire to build thcmi a school. They felt that it would
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Im wiser to wait until the poet-war inflatlonaiy prlcee of labor and

aaterial could be stabilised, in order to assure ths linanoial

success of the project*

Since girls started to go to school, illiteracy among then has

beeome the saroeption rather than the rule. This fact has excited the

fancy of the villagers who felt, at long last, thojr can have at least

literate wives and mothers who can be of a greater asset in their horaes*

Tomiger girls *ho went to school taught their elder sisters whet they

learned in school day by day as thsy returned home* This method of

teaching proved to be a success as the younger girls' hcaaework was dons

equally by all other girls In the household. The elder girls found it

mere convenient to leam from their younger sisters than to attend

clfliBses (as they felt too old to go to school, and besides they had much

household wozk to do. This unique method of spreading literacy among

the girls of the village proved most rapid and popular with gratifying

resiilts.

Should the education of these girls be continued to prochice

teachers, nurices, midwives, home demonstration agents and a multi-

tude of cthsr badly needed professions, this can indeed lead to eei^

tain prosperity in the mode of life of this community. If ths prejudices

of this conmunity against co-education are reconciled, many economical

benefits can undoubtedly be realized as the funds required for another

school can be spent en the facilities of the present school to a greater

advantage.
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Signs of anxosty for information in this community are evident

evezywhere* One of the first inquiries made by individuals coming

fr<Mi work and gathering in the village gmot house is to investigate

if 8(»ieone has been shopping that day in Jerusalem or Ramallah as

it is tacitly understood that anyone going there will bring t^e daily

newspaper with him for the use of the community, whether he is lit

erate or not. Once the shopper is located, as he is usually seen

leaving the compounds of the vUlage in the morning, the paper is

brovght to the village guest house. It is handed to one of the

literates present who in turn sounds off the daily news from beginning

to end while all those present listen attentively,

A lively discussion usxially follows the reading of the paper,

as most listeners Join the fonmi and take turn in ccmamiting on the

world's events and affairs as they have just heard them read. The

presence of only two privately—owned radio receiving sets in this

village makes it rather difficult to diffuse the freshly announced

news to the whole village which is always anxious to hear the latest

in world events,

Ko vhere could the importance of education be more readily ap

preciated than in interviewing youngsters in this comnunity who have

CMipleted their elementary education and those who did not. One

cannot help but observe the striking gap in the degree of

intelligence, logical reasoning and amount of discipline

il it*
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between botdi youngsters though they laay be on the sabs low econonl«>

eal level.

There have been over two dozen yount,ste3rs from this village

who were sent to secondazy schools in Birah^ Bir Zeit and Jerusa**

lem upon their completion of the seventh grade at the local school.

One of these stx]dents has alzHsac^y received several imiversity de

grees in the United States» and two oth8z>s hold similar degrees in

different fields from Egypt.

It is evident that all parents who can afford to send their

children to highsr institutions of learning after their completion

of the local school are never hesitant to do that, in spite of heavy

eacidficee on their part euoh as selling a piece of land or doing with

out scaas necessities of life to provide their children*o education.

A carmendable keen competition in this endeavor iias been wider wagr

during the last few years.

Defects of the E4uo^tlonal System in Bin Yabroud

Besides the educational shortcomings which this village has

in common with the rest of ths countly, the following defects are

most evident!

1. Teachers training is only bstter-than-no-t^eachsrs-at-all

levsl, as th^ completely lack training in the social

sciences, or orientation in the treatment of dfaildren.



92

Their use of foroe with the children or ridicule is

standard,

2, No agricultural education of ai\sr value is offered to

the students not to nenbion the village. It was origi

nally asstaaed by the government that the school Mtuld

serve the twin purpose of (1) teaching agxdcultural

education to the students, and (2) serving as an

agricultural demonstration farm by msans of gardens

for the benefit of the coemimity. Such things as

grafting and budding, planting different varieties of

trees, keeping bees, chickens, and cross-breeding live

stock were to be maqjloyed. Instead, the school often

seeks the aid of the eng^irical knowledge of the villagers

in such matters as thay come up since none of the three

teachers in this school are trained in agriculture or

even have completed their secondazy education. The ef

fect of this poor system assumes greater significance

due to the absence of an Agricultural Sxtension Service

such as exists in the United States, whereby the American

farmer is kept abreast of the latest modem scientific

development in his field of interest,

3, There is a lack of hygienic facilities in the school

such as heat, light, running water, water closets and

ths lack of teaching comprehensive coxirses in hygiene. This
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neglect of hgrglene fimdammtals falls to teach the

youngsters the importance of cleanliness, and the

destructive effect of disease. Illustrations by way

of movies and tiie observation of practical experiments

can be of invaluable aid in teaching them the importance

of healthier living practices. Also, the meager physical

training program of the curriculum is insufficient to

serve the purpose for which it was intended,

4* The complete absence of social activities whether in the

schools* curriculum or after school hours, and the ab

sence of movies and games for ehildrens* recreation

makes school life monotonous and uninteresting,

5, There are no women teachers. The writer believes that

wotoen teachers who would teach co-educational classes

through their elamentaiy education at least can exert

a greater influence in diminishing the popular prejudices

of the community against co-education. Furthermore,

well trained women are mtare apt to influence the students'

home life with constructive euggestions to members of his

family than a male instructor could. The inquisitiveness

of such women in the affairs of the family can be readily

overlooked by the villager, and therefore the opportunity

to promote the social activities in the oommunity are
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greater, and giren Instruetions are nore likely to be

obeyed and followed by all eoneemed*

6« fhe exeesalTB Interferenoe by the teaoher in the pollti*

eal affaire of this Tillage is a detriment to the school*

The mukhtar has on noi>e than one oooaeion resented this,

and petitioned the Department of Sduoatlon to replaoe

one of the teaohers* This oan be blamed on the indirid-

ual teaoher»B laok of personal fersatility and his laok

of psychologieal and social training, though he nay hare

intended to improre the lot of the school with his inter

ferenoe •

7» There is the laok of a school lunoh program to help eor-

reet the nutritional diets of the ohildren ae the oase it

in the thsiited States* This is beyond the realms of their

present goals, hut it is, neTortholess, a splendid idea

to be utilised whenewer eiroumstanoes permit*

8. School supplies are unneeessarily limited* More rooms are

needed with modern faeilitiee for the normal annual in-

orease of students idiioh is expeoted to quadruple by I970

at the present rate of inerease, as one of -&o throe remss

of this sohool is used as «ie Tillage first-aid station

leaTing only two rooms for stwfy*
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9« An inorsaMd di-rsrsifioation of oourset in th« ourrioulua

is xwMstary to give tho atudonts a ronodad aduoation dua

to tha faot tiiat laoet of than do not haTO tba opportunity

to puraua their studiaa bayoud this aohool.

10* Modern transportation faoilitias sueh as tha Aaarioaa

Rural School bus systeo; has to transport ohildran baak

and forth to school is ladking. Tha objeot of this plan

is to anoourage the attandanoa of children in sisallar

villages idiioh hare no schools within a thraa^and four-

sdle radius suoh as Dura, Bin-Saanya, Tabroud and othar

smaller oommunitias as scan in Figure 2. Many ohildran

attend this school from Idiasa villages on foot regardless

of the inoouvonienoes of weather hasards, fatigue, and

time oonsTssed walking bade and forth to school.

11. There is an absenea of a Bsuidatory lew to foraa parents

of school ega ohildran to sand their ohildran to school,

but needless stringent regulations limit tha ages of

pupils in olass.

12. Last but far from least is the evident laok of a respon

sible patriotic spirit instilled in tha pupils on Amerioan

lines in similar schools hare, sheraby patriotism is in

stilled on a national instead of looal basis. This situation
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was BadljT exposed during the siass loigratlon of Arab refu-*

gees from ti^r hcmee whloh fell to the Jews after the

departure of the Mandate Power in 194®. In replying to

questions asked by the United Nations personnel, regard

ing their losses, all refugees were concerned about

their personal possessions but none expressed regret

for the collapse of his country and the defeat of hie

national honor. This is a clear indication of a dis

tressingly lew quality of leadership, which is the prod

uct of an inadequate school system devoid of natlraiai

pride and responsibility. The preoccupation of such

leadership with its selfish interests, is irost striking

to the eyes of a stranger.
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fm koral cbdrch aid heusioi

Islam Mad Ita Influ»ad« in th« OoiBwmiiy

Islam Is a rellglo-sooial institution in its prime mlth an

approximata annual inorease of 250,000 human souls through oontersion

and natural inorease i this in spite of ̂ e faet that it has neit^r

organised missions, funds, nor priesthood to stimulate its growth.^
Hhfortxmately, it is barely known to mangr an Amerioan intellectual

who thinks lightly of suoh words as Allah taking it to mean the

dewil, and IftAammad as some sort of a God or sose other mis<K)noep-

tion. The truth of the matter is that the word Allah is merely the

Arabio translation of the English word God, and Muhammad is simply

a human being with no super-power a or allegations other than that he

is beyond proof, suspicion or doubt, God's apostle and messenger.

Uhhasmad, an unlettered orphan was God's prophet, seleoted to

eonrey God's word throu|^ the Koran to reform the disorderly and

arrogant way of life of the Pre-Islamlo Arabs idio were a group of

pagans and atheists, worshipping idols, the sun, the moon, the fire

and a multitttde of other objeots and iamges. He was first startled

and horrified idien he reeeired his rerelationi in 610 A«D« as other

^Or. Kheirallah,
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im>phat8 before him did^ but ha was calmed b/ his wife Khadija who

told himt '^Fear not that Gk>d will ever fail /ou, but that you will

establish Truth and Fidelity, and lead all concerned to the Truth."

Ihe vezy naae of the religion "Islam** means "submission to

the Almighty God." Ihis religion had more than its share of merci

less persecutions and abuse from the very Arabs whom it was meant to

correct. Muhammad who cams fr<»a a noble family, and who was known

because of his honorable conduct as "Al-Amin" meaning The Trustworthy

became the object of their ridicule, insults, tortui^e, and hatred in

his indefatigable effort to gain adherents, lie was finally forced

to make his famous flight known as Al-Uijrah. IMs was made from his

native home tovn of Mecca to Medina in 622 A. D.

This religion which started with a handful of adherents hao^

now well over five hundred million followers in all four corners of

the earth. It is strongly on an ascending scale with more converts

eveiy year.

While it is beyond the scope of this writing to examine this

religion and go into its ramifications and details, it is necsssaxy

to cover the foundations upon which it stands, and the various factors

responsible for its propagation through all ages since its start, in

as far as it concerns the rural church of this coumunity and foims

their sole code of laws which govern their daily lives as interpreted

in the holy Koran.

^Ibid.. p. 25.
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This religion was born at a time when slaveiy, the buiying

alive of infant daughters, loose sexual ties, injustice to women,

imposition of high interest rates upon the nee(!t}r, appropriation of

the substance of the orphan and widow, drunkenness and use of

intoxicants and sacrifices to the idols were rampant in the land.

All l^ese seemed sinful and wrong to Muhammad, even before the

revelations appeared to him.

The good of his nation was nearest to his heart, yet he saw

no solution for his people in the Jevrish faith as it was then prac

ticed Isijr the Jews, for it was full of superstition and ceremonials,

and it was they idio were the most oppressive monegr-lenders at that

time and Huhamimad e hided them for appropriating the horn9 of the debtors

unjustly. How then could their religion improve his people? Chris-

tianityt The Christian priests that he saw in £|]rrla wore dladcmiB

and bejeweled raiments, while the poor, who lacked the necessities

of life contributed to this splendor. How could these drinkers of

the wine reform the drunkeness of his people?

Muhammad saw the vanity of superficial life and realized how

his people had strayed away from the right path. He aaw that their life

was devoid of spirituality, and that they had reached the depths of

3
degradation. His teachings were based on reverence to

^Ibld., pp. 22-23.
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the other tuo monotheistic religions^ Christianity and Judaism, he

directed his entreaties to the ptagans and atheists yiho worshipped

idols and other tangibles*

Islam piously believes in all the prophets of the Bible,

honoring Jesus, The Virgin Mazy, Moses, Abraham and all the others*

When a oommon Muslim today mentions the vezy name of Jesus, The

Virgin Mazy or Moses, he always precedes the name with the words

•Our Lord* for male prophets and 'Our Lady* for The Virgin Mazy, a

thing which the writer Is unaware of among the common man in the

Western World.

This religion was founded on a truly democratic basis, where*

tiy It considers all creatures regardless of race, creed, or color as

equal before God* TMs Is Illustrated by the follov^lng historic epi

sode at Medinah at the time of the rise of Islam:

When Muhammad In his flight from the Arabs of Mecca arrived at

Medinah which was predominantly Jewish, the Jews expected to use him

for their aggrandizement as his religion had acknowledged the prophets

of the Bible* They ejq)ected him to give them dosdnance, but he

taught them along with the Arab pagans that evezyone was equal

in the eyes of God* This was not In keeping with the Jewish

belief wtich taught th«a that they vere God's chosen people and

so thesr schemed to mdermlne the new faith, as thcgr cams to ths mosqvtes

to argue with the Muelims and revive old Arab feudal quarrele.
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this sohMBlag fixially backfired oa tiiwDi most disastrously in sub

sequent historioal eTents*^
Islam made the freedom of slaees mandatory for Muslims, thir

teen eenturies before their emanoipation by tineoln* The Frofhet

not only J^eed the only slate in his household named "Zaid" but

adopted him and plaoed him as oosamnder of the pumitite ea^peign

against the Bosmns of Bysantium mhere he mas killed leading the Mus

lims, Later on the Prophet appointed the twenty-year-old son of Zaid,

Tsama, as the leader of ̂ e following expedition tddloh inflicted the

first defeat on the Bomans and was ̂ e prelude to the oonquest of

Syria by the Arabs* Ibis position of honor alloted to the son of a

former slate, oter an army which contained a nuaher of tried graerals

and nobles of the proud (Hiereish elan, was meant to ecoitey, not oxily

the personal affection of the Profdiet, but a lesson to -&e Muslims

^emseltess "that in Islam there is no distinotion of easte, race,

or oolort that all are equal in the eyes of dod*"^

Islam outlawed the widespread practice of drinking intoxi

cants due to the well-known etll effects and results from suoh a

tenture, and pretented hog amat for human oonsimption probably due

to its unsanitary effects at a time iih<m no refrigeration existed.

These two outlawed items are closely observed in ̂ is ecaanunity.

^bid, pp. 61-69.
^Ibid, p. 29.
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Xt if appropriate to gi-ra 'tiiM fiao eardlnal prinolpXea of

Xslam from whieh the reXlgious and loolal ramifieationa bogla aa

thejr touch this eoaaiunity.

1* Tho declaration of *La Illaha lll-Alloh" aeaalag "There

ia no God but one God." Thia la the oomeratoae aad

mf be ooaaidered aa the equlaaleat to the Ohriatiaa

Aot of faitii. The aeoond part of ̂ ia Aet "Ifuhanaad

fiaaul Allah" adkaowledgea the Boaaeagerahip of Muhaaaad.

2* 2rty»r» • The perfbriaaaee ̂  aupplioation idiioh la pre*

ceded by the porlfloatlon of the person by ablution*

i&e wearing of eleaa ganaeata* whloh la a sanitary code

brought far la adTanoe of its age*

3* Charity Tax - This tax ia known as "Zakat" and la aa ■wnnoi

obligatory tax from a Mualla on all aoouxulated wealth.

Xt approxlxaatea two and a half porcent of hla capital

gieen to the poor aad needy.

k» Past • Known aa "Saiaa" and falls during the lunar &(mth
of Baaadhan. Bils fast la ordained on all HoBliaia who

are in good heal'tti* sdille the aged and the eery yoimg*

the aiek. the pregnant, the nursing aus-^er and tiie traeeler

are excused trtm obsereing it. Xt ia kept from early dawn

until aunaet durixig idiioh a Muslin does aot partake of any

drink or fbod, nor does he snoke or chew* One of it a
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purposat it to brlag tho attention of the thoughtlese to

the plight of lihe poor and httagry and opra hie fount of

eynpathj year *round.

5. The Pilgrinage • fiaoim as "BEejj." It ie a pre-Ielanio

era that eras retained and modeled by Islam* making it

a doEMoratio lereling proMss vhioh brings men from emery

station of life and from erary oorner of the earth to meet

as equals before God* and go bMdc to their different e<ai-

annities as apostles of a praotioed brotherhood of man*

They go to tread the ground that the Prophet trod ages

before and to emulate him by oiroumsnbulating the mery

m&all Aneient House knenm as the **Ia*ba*" at the mery

spot uhere the profhets Abraham* Ismael and Ihhammad vor*

6
shipped*

Making the pilgrimage is not mandatory to the siok or those

mho oannot afford it* Less than a dosen persons in ̂ is ooamoni'^

hare performed it to date* owing to the week eeonomlcal oondition of

the ooBBBunity as it is considered a luxury mhi^ people enry those idio

oen afford it*

The influenoe of religion on the individual in Sin Tebroud

is only seoondary to that of sohool* yet it is stronger than its

influenoe on tho urbane* It is reoogniied only as ̂ e spiritual

^ibid* pp. 119-150.
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guid* of tho oonnmity vhidh is a rather healthy aspeot, as it is

a ocmstant retaiiider of their duties towards their nei^bors* oont"

anmity, Ood and -t^ensel-ves.

The observation of worshippers indicates that only idle el

ders talcs the trouble to pray the five daily px^yers required of

the Orthodox Muslim} however, the smallest in the ooammity attends

the Friday noon p'sysr as a seraioa is always delivered by the loeal

Sheildi (usually reprimanding the worshippers for their various de-

linqueneies towards the ohuroh and their non-attendanee, their fail

ure to help -tiie poor, or any reoent sdseonduot in the ooamunity that

mij^t come to his attention, similar to sexvums of ministers here on

Sunday under like oirousurtanees).

fhe influenoe of the ohuroh is apparent in sueh things as

mentioning God's name by the yovngest well brought-up ohild who earn

talk to the oldest person in the oommunity before the commenoement

of any worthy aet such as eating, reading, writing, weighing an

artiole (in order to be rwainded of faimess), and many other com

mon daily acts in order that God's name mi^r bless their particular

deed. The standard saying is "Bismi Ilahl Bl-Ruhman Bl-Raheerf*

meaning "In the name of Ood, the llsroiful, the Compassionate."

It is thought that every adult in this ooraminity even

some children fast unneeessarily the month of Ramadhan. Those who

fail to fast are careful not to be seen eating in public lest they
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b* th» objeot of gosclp la th« Tillaga* All fastiag adulto at-

fambl* shortly bafora suasat at tha rillaga guaat houaai aaok

brii^lag idiat food his faatily hat praparad to braak tha fast at

a oartaia slgaal aftar saadoan, ehaeking aarliar la Iha di^ alth

Mlgbbors to saa abat dlshas thay ha-ve praparad to praraat tha d|i»

plioatioa of food. Tha objaat bahlad this asatlag la tha aillagd

giMot housa Is to faad straagars vho happaa to ba la tiia ooassualty

aad who also aasaabla to braak thair fast, aslda froa hawlag a -rariaty

of dishas awallabla for all thosa inresaat.

Tha dharlty tax for tha poor aad aaady Is usually paid out

la klad aad dlstrlbutad mlaly oa the oaly two holidays la Islaai

»Id al*Saghaar' sdiioh eosias first, laaadlataly at tha aod of Bamad*

haa, and than 'Id al*Adha* irihloh falls saraaty days latar. 'Id al-

Adha* meaning the holiday of saorifioa, a d«^ on whloh all

all owsr the world lay off frcw work and offer Morifloa by slaughtar*

lag liwastocik to glwa tha poor and ooisMBorata tha aot of sawlfloa,

whloh Abrahaa fulfilled sdiaa ha was told to slay aa t liastaad

of his first-born sob Insaal, idiloh ha had proaisad Ck»d uato hlm-

salf. Isnael was destiaad to ba Bdiaanaad'a paternal grandfathar.

All ralatlwas la this oowBualty raaeaiber thair kinsfolk, par-

tloularly tha fanalas, and visit thsB frcm housa to houta, graatlng

■''I'tb a handshake, drlnklag ooffaa, soBStlass giving tiMMi pras-
aats, aad then aove along to oovsr the antlra territory.
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The charity tax is rellgicmsljy iaandatoiy; yot few find

thing to spare that they can give away*

To jsahy people religion seems to be diiefly a caste into

which they were bom and vrihich involves the beliefs of their fathers

and forefathers. Hiey follow Uttle of its rituals and demands.

Dodd of the American University of Beirut points out in his

book of "A Controlled Experiment an Rural Itfgiene in ̂ jrria," that

the literate m«i of the villages he visited in gyria were just as

interested in reading the Bible as the Koran.^ The same is true in
Boet Arab areas in Palestine, including this communiigr. The presence

of the Arab Christian comunities since time inrnemorial in this county

has au^ented the tacit mutual relationship betwem both factions.

Kembem of the various Christian and Muslim conanunlties in the county

have been for ages inseparable in nationality, culture, blood ties,

and eveiything that makes a homogeneous naticm. The Arab Christians

are descwidents of the Arab tribe of Beni Ghassan and other such tribes

which were in the fertile orescent before their Muslim bmthem came

trcm the desert.

It is of interest to notice that it has alwajrs bean the policy

of the imperialists in control to 'divide and role' on lines

similar to the unashamed policy followed ly Fiance which

«7
S. C. Dodd. A Controlled ExperiniBnt on Rural ijygiene in

Syria. (Beirut, American Press, 1934), p. 96.
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•3q>loit«d religious dlTlsioas in Syria before its ezpulsloB fro* the

eouBtry in World War II• they disoesdaered Syria into SKire than a

half a dosen different states aooording to the existing religious

seots suoh as the Maslin seets of Sunni, Alawis or Kusairiya,

Shi*i, Druse, Kurds, and the Christian seets of Msronites and Ortho*

dox* This was desigxied to oreate a sense of weakness on the part of

the Arab Christians sjaong the Muslin najority to nake then dependent

on Rreneh proteotion and less inclined to follow a nationalist line

of tlMir own in their oountry* Franoe evwi went painstakingly into

lengths to falsify Syrian histoiry school books to tell the ohild*

firen that they waeo not ethnically Arabs*

Arabs in this eonaumity haws always been sware of what was

done in neighboring Syria by the unoouth PTenoh, and they guard

sealously against the appearance of the least sign of discord in

their ranks due to any religious differmoes, as the United States

offleially and unoffloially guards against discord among its citi-*

sens on any religious basis.

Problens of the Church

The countryside and its desolation, and the dependence of

those who wake their liTing from the soil on rain water to grow

g
Oeorge E, Kirk, A Short History of the Middle East.

(Washington, D. C*, Public Affairs ]Press, 191+$), pp. 163-16U.

... vf 
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their orops Ibr their tery iubBiBtenoe« iB e potent inoentiTe to

aelce the herd<««Drkiiig farmerB readily ereduloua in the exiatenoe

of a Suprene Being iriiaagi they oan entreat, aek for guidanoe and help

in tiaea of adTaraarieB and Bdsfortime* Their aneeatral naaadie

forebear8 who wandered earlier in the s eorohing unfriendly Sahara

Deaert, seeleing oaaia and a plaoe to graie their herda were aindlarly

preaaed to entreat the guidanoe of thia Suprene Being to help then

aaterialise their goal* The word *1I*Allah* beoaate aynonynoua there>

after on the tonguea of the Araba in their daily yooabulary, aa an

expreaaion of entreaty, exelanetion and anphaaia, until they were

reb^ced by God in a *Swah' paaln In the Ibran for uaing hie nane in

rain* Hie naxM ia atill on the tip of the tonguea of the uneducated

in thia oonnunity, who uae it more tiian any other word in their chat

ter inga, Thia haa been the objeet of a etrenuoua oanpaign of the

local HBligioua Shellch fron the pulpit, but it goea umitigated

wi^ the paaaage of tine.

While the hardworkixig peaaant girea hia full-hearted noral

eupport to the church, and worka with farwer to aupport hia fanily,

hia eona who hare oooaaion to via it the county eeat, the capital

(ahere Eaat aeeta Weat), and other cltiea beyond their horison

return hcaM cmly to be faatidioua and diaaatiafied with their lot

in the village. A few of then evwatually aeek enployawnt in theae

urban oentera aa unakilled laborera (aa they are untrained for
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ai^thlng else) onljr to be lost to thelz* ohurchf conmunl'tyf and countiy*

Toungstere who could not leave ths village, remained there to form

the bulk of a dispirited, disgruntled group of young men who are \inique

in the annals of this village. There youngster's emotions are wrapped in

restlessness, lack of self-confidence and weakness in heaz^ and soul.

They not only fail to abide by the teachings of the church, at least

from its noble social aspects, let alone the religious rituals such as

prayers and others, but take time to find faults with the machine*y of

the church, its principles, operations and whatever it stands for.

Sisso juveniles farm one of the outstanding problems of the diziroh in

this community. Except for their religious teaching at home in their

tender years« it would be difficult to keep them in harmony within

the ranks of the church or the conmunilgr for that mtter. This again

emphasizes why we have previously indicated the importance of school

over the church or aqy other institution in Ein labroud. Simply because

without education to help develop the intelligence, understanding and

reasoning power of the youth, the virtues derived from religion such as

conscience and spiritual guidance will virtually pass unnotice<#.

A list of other problems of the church in categorical form

is rather difficult, since the Muslim church stands unsupported by

financial msuibership ccaitributions, contrary to the church in the United

States. The Moslem preacher performs his services as a contribution in

A-
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<}od*s terTioc irilth so renxaasration otfaar Idian hii aatioipat«d blea*

Any adalt in th» possasBion of his ftill sonsos is sligiblo

to load the faithful in prayor# This tirtually oliminates tho

pretentious neoessity of havir^ a trained priesthood for the job#

Rural nosques are not elaborate in their arohiteotural de

signs as the adherents are not reslarioted to pray vithin their con

fines* They haee the ohoioe of praying alone or in groups in any

purified looality they nay desire*

To group the rarious probleas of the ohurch froa a sooiologi-

oal point of rieir* in a streasi-liaed form* the following probleas

are most ewidentt

1* The prea^er is impaid fbr his serTieesf therefore*

preaohing is a -voluntary Job whioh sui^ be classified as

a hobby or a eiwio duty. When the local Religious Sheikh

asked the willagicrs in 19^4^9 to help him plow his fields

so that he could attend to the ohuroh more attentively,

he was ridiouled for his unreasonable dssBandll Be boy

cotted the pulpit for a short while though attending the

|a>ayers* but force of habit brought him back shortly after

the disturbance*

There is also a village school tcabher who has at

tended the Theological Bniversity in Bgypt end who al

ternates with this Sheikh in deliverying the Friday
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ttmoa aad leading other p'ayera utoenever he finds timet

still another gradiiate of the Ashar nho is employed in

Jerusalem relieres both men vheneser he ids its "Wie

village*

In Islam, one must remind the believers of ̂

ezaet time of prayer by word of mouth, oorresponding 'to

bell ringing in toe Ohristian tourch* Biis is done by

the village servant who sounds off a oertain ri'tual ■tiiat

is usually heard throughout the vhole village*

2. Toung religious Sheikhs are poorly trained for their fu

ture non-paying oareers, as thi^ eater the Ashar ITni-

versi'fcy directly from elmMntary stoool on an auditing

basis* Ihree youngsters from this ooannmity are al

ready there* They may start preaching without ever eom-

pleting their studies* However, this matters very little,

for should toey fumble and make a single mistake or mis

pronounce a word in reading the Koran during the prayer,

to^ will be corrected by a thuzslerous congregation which

loses no time to make the oorreotion. Many attmadants

though illiterate memorise the Koran oonsisting of 522

pages, probably far better than the preacher*

5* the anoient mosque in tois village waa built in HCK) A.D*

with frequent minor repairs made by the oolleetive action
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of the "vlllege* Zt oaa hardly hold the entire oongre*

gation on a rainy day as tiM eor shippers meet In the

adjoialzig -village guest house after the mosque has be«a

oooupied, and eongregate on its pa-ved roof idiieh is line*

yard shaded in sosnMr* She -village is sorely in need of

a near a^sque for the {absent adult population in the ail*

lage end other -eorshippers mho oome from neighboring oom-

munities to attend the Friday sermon, let alone the an

ticipated inorease of popuXa-tion during the next tiro

deoades*

Land owned the mosque as a result of bestowal

from villagers who die loaalng no heirs is filled "Waqf."

this land is oulti-vated hy someone aooording to the -vil

lage eounoil^s wishi -the produee is sold and the eash is

spent on the mosque for suoh things as mats, rugs, light,

paint, and other suoh incidentals*

4* There is no organisation among the churches of the country

or -those of the county, as the ease is in Parishes in the

united States* This prewants the establishment of sooial

programs for adults and Sundsy School teachings for young

sters, a thing -idiioh uplifts the social as -well as the

spiritual status of ths ohurehgoer*
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Such a plan oazmot be done In lln T&broud or other

ehurt^ee In the oountry on the present basis, due to the

laeie of proper flnanee as already seen, though Zslan In

itself Is a eooialoreligio Institution nade to gorern

the soeial and spiritual affairs of the Inditridml.

5« the last but not least outstanding intangible problem

of the diurch in this Ullage, as veil as in many others

in idte Arabio world, is the spread of muoh superetition

and hearsay falsely attributed to Islam and the ohuroh*

the ezMssiTe respeot of Saint• and Sheiks grams is an

exampls, as are ham ssen in Chapter IY« The attribution

of many fabrioations and hearsays to the Pro0xet are alien

to the religion* Irrelonanoies of the kind are mainly

fabrioated and aired throxigh tiie misinformed religious

Sheiks, as those we find in the neighboring oenntiiities

of Dura and Silwad, who take it upon thems elms to judge

on matters of religious laws, ahen they oan hardly be eon*

sidered literate.

Mustafa Eemal, founder of modem lUrkey found it neoessary to

dispose of mudi men most ruthlessly in the process of refomlng his

oountry.

Sehools again are the ohampions of truth end guldanoe against

damage done Xry these phony ladiTlduale aho are now, luokily, tm the

downgrade*
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dtawcftlly speaking, l&e probleias of the ehur<di ere eomeldwed

by the rillegers es minor, iae to the simplioiiy of the tangible

requirementB*

Vhea any mention is ausde of the OTererowded oonditions in

the Boeque, the snakhter hastens to say that there will always be roc»a

to aeooHBOdate a few aore persons, this ooHsont is, of oourse, »ade

due to the weak finanoial oonditions in the Tillage, as they must

get along on idMLt resouroes they hare for the tine being#

Fimetions of •fee Chureh

the original functions of the Haslim ohureh were to reform

the idol-worshippii^ pre-IsloBlo Arabs and enlighten all nations

and indi-vidtials who were swept in its path. Its funotions are

OOTered In its ordinanoes and laws ̂ diioh are otmtained in the Koran.

Ihis Holy Book goTerns erery aot an individual «ay do, whether spirit

ual, such as prayer and fasting, or social involring suoh things as

charity, heritage laws, marriage, diToree, ate. It promises the

righteous who obey its principles and laws with the ooTeted award

of heaven and those idio disobey wi^ eternal hell.

The Ihnotion of the church has its taproots in the hearts

of the believers, 'thereby its sheer theoreticaJL potenoy restrains

the indulgent and sinful in this oonsBunity, in the absenoe of oivic

low enforosments. Its funotions sre still on the increase after
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thirteen eenturies of 6ur'viwl» end aeny of the eiTll Icire and eodet

ere borrowed froa its teadhings* Ifuhasaaad Abdu the late president

of the Ashar fheologioal UaiTersity in Egypt saidt "the deep mean

ings in ihe Koran hare yet to be translated by man*"

One thing tdte i^uroh is usually oertain to aooonplish, is to

propagate the beliefs of father to son, and unite fellow religionists

in a oosgson heritage under the sane spiritual guidance• However, its

aneient funotion of agitating fellow members to fight in a dihad

(war inspired <«i behalf of religion) has long been effete as wars

have eome to be national and politieal InstnuMnts to boot.

In the ehuroh's prooess of sooialization, it broadens the

individual's soeial horizon beyond tdie oosmunity, seeking to instill

in him the spirit of Ifuslim fellowship of trust and stability, re

gardless of raoe, oreed or eoler*

The Koran, whloh was eolleoted pieoemeal during the Pro {diet's

mission in li4U surahs or ohapters over a twen^-idiree year period,

rssmdns the foundation of the ohuroh and its functions*

' ' *

L. u , ^ ' V . ■> —- ^

r.
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mSML HEALTH SIICATIOK

Health Servloe ReeelTed

Health ia well depleted in Arable aa a erown norn by Healthy

oreaturea, and olaaed only by the alek and helpleaa. Ita attaehad

laportanee la well appreolated the rleheat of peaaanta In the

very perfomanoe of his fire dally prayera whloh Inwlve eertaln

atrenaoua phyaleal BOTenenta* and the pooreat of peaaanta who oould

not earn hla dally bread without It.

Howeeer, It la negleoted to a degree far below the aodepted

BinlBua atandard by both geeenaBent and population. Ho atallable

data are kept conoernlng alekneaa In thla ooaaamlty. and mortality

atatlstioe oannot be conaldered aa an Indloator of the need for nedl**

oal eerTloeB.

The abaenee of gorenaient aid to aaalat l^e faraer, aueh aa the

rlgilant attention of the Baited State a Public Health Serrioe, rural

nuralng aerrloe, and other oonatruotlTe meaaxurea aueh aa The national

Healtti Act, The National Inauranoe Act, la quite evident. The aaager

aotlvitiea of the Paleatlne Public Health Servlee In the country are

confined to routine sanitation eheokupa.

Private aedloal organlaatlona similar to the various health

Inauranoe plane here ahloh oemtrlbute to the welfare of rural health
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in "til* 13hited States are uoknimn aiaong the Arab Gomuzdties In

Palestine*

The fvinotlons of the Publio Health Deparla&ent in this oom-

anittity are e<mfined to routine hygienie aetiTities oonslsting of

sending a burro-riding official to this village tirioe or thrice an*

aually to ask ofrnars of srells to pour gasoline in tiMtir wells to

purify the water. The ssste offiolal makes an annual trip to vao-

oinate the village for smallpox and sometimes for typhoid in oase of

an epidemio* This is -^le extent of government aid to rural health,

othwr than allowing the very poor to be entered in the Qovemment

Hospital in derusalma in ease of epidmnios* Sehool ehlldren reoeive

no dental or medioal attention, and it is possible that diseases of

malnutrition among them are present*

dovemment expenditures on publio health have always been

the lowest in the budget, as seen in Table fl* The low peroentages

spent far such a purpose have much to do in curtailing many desired

publio health servloes Ifliat are badly needed if a healthier living

is to be attained* Amounts i|>ent during the last deoade are not

available, though they are believed t© be less than expenditures

msde during ttie period 1926-36, as shown in Table YI. High govern

ment expenditures during this period on Internal seeurity may be

considered responsible for the decline*

•• 
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DTOIHa 1926-1936

118

Year

fotal

(JoTenunent

B3ipendit\ire

Department
of Health
Expenditure

Peroentage*
of Yotal

Soxernment

Expenditure

1926 2.070,479 89.384 4.3

1927 1.9144.397 73.858 3.8

1928 3.381.993 98.581 2.9

1929 2,140,032 101.864 4*8

1930 2.536,505 105.148! 4*2

1931 2.374.866 IO5.9I8 4.5

1932 2.516,394 111,052 4*4

1933 2,704.856 135.038 5.0

193U 3,230.010 166.311 5»l

1935 4.236.202 194.632 4.6

1936 6,099.927 204.356 3.3

*Pale6tiue Royal COBniBsiozi, Report, p* 252.
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k losA dootor tn the goTenuMnt dispensery at the ooimty teat

Ic ̂ e oaly eiipreelable go^enment aid offered to tiie reeidenti of

the entire county of orer 200«000 population* Six pritat# praoti*

oioaere in Banallah, one of nhoga is an Anerioan* are always in

demand* Ito hate reoently died, and two left the country shortly

after the distuxbanoes*

file absaaoe of a public sertioe spirit in the medical pro

fession in this country is BK>8t distaressing, though most of the

practitioners are graduates of the altruistic Medical College of

the imerioan University at Beirut* Material gain is the i^ysioian^s

goal* Ihe suooessful recovery of a patient is secondary to the es

tablishment of a good naose for ̂ e practitioner with an end-view to

wards future business* A dootor visiting a patient in the village is

sowsthing unheard of as he is expeoted to charge exorbitant fees, a

thing uhioh the average patient cannot afford} particularly sinoe

those who usually need toe doctor's services the most are those -too

oan afford him toe least. Even patients in a critical condition arc

forced to visit toe practitioner in his office at the county scat,

if they are to avail themselves of his services at all*

The sight of an ambulance in this village is associated in

toe minds of the villagers with death, as the only ambulances toat

lAve ever come to this cesaKuaity have brought patients on their
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d«a1^-bedi from hocpitals la derusalara, la ordor that thay may dla

la their homes*

3%m only hospitals whioh the well-to-do residents in this

eommuni^ eaa go to la ease of slokness, are the missionary hospitals

la tjrerusaleic* these are seoond-rate hospitals with similarly rated

dootorSf particularly those of South-Eiaropean oountrles* Ho won

der a Tislt to the hospital has beeome a dangerous wenture among

the villagers, except for the better QoTerament Hospital la Jerusa

lem, whioh aeoommodates the wary poor aad sdii^ is staffed by Arab

dootors* this hospital has produoed better results than all other

hospitals as far as the empirieal ezperleaoe of this otamnmity is

oonoerned. It oan be explained Toy the fact that the subsidy of the

Arab doctor by the goverameat is an asset to his morale as it in

sures him a fair return in his ̂ aotioe, instead of hatring to de

pend on unoertain finanoial returns from the publio*

8b hospitals as yet exist in this county, beeeuse of the laok

of gowernment support, aad the inability of the residents to raise

suffioient capital for the purpose} howewer, Ihosallah City (the

county seat) has already raised orer 1100,000 for the purpose and

expects to oamBenoe building a municipal hospital as soon as cir-

oumstffiioes permit*
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aibMiiM of trainoil atidviTes* nuraes, and diapeasary per-

aoittiol la OTidoat* A ainglo uiitralaod old aldwlfo ia the only

a^dioal aid avoilal^lo to woaitan of tKla oonanmlty ia tiiao of

birth. Sho oaployea -^e aeao aanitation toelmitttea uaod in bibli-

oal tiKoa, uaing rory fin© aie-rad aoil for taloaa powdor in treat-

ihstho infanta, and a host of other anoient praotioea. Tot, odd

aa it aoMs. the death of aa infant due to her praotioea ia a rare

orent, and iroat Infant aortalltjr ia eauaed in later stages due to

other eauaes not oonneoted with the midirife.

Statiatiea for infant mortality in this oounty are not aweil-

able, though the aMoa average for tlw Arab population in the country

as a idiole is IJl per 1000 live births, as aeooi in fable VII, fhe

rate ia believed to be fhr below this in this eoantunity, this ia

in ooapariaon with aa infant mortality average in the rural Ihiited

States of 50,1 par -Uiouaand liva births,^

^Taylor, Rural Life in the Ottited States, p, I59.
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nsix 711

POFQL&flON ZV PALESTIHE WICH BIRZH-RA1B«
mia-EAW AID iHFAOT M3PmuTt iir 1^3

Total Birth-rate Death-rate
Type of (to neareet (per 1»000 (per 1,000
People 1,000) to neareet 1) to xieareet 1)

Rate of
Natural

Inoreaee

(per 1,000)

Infant*
Mortality

(per 1,000
liym birthe}

Arabe

Jeve

Otd\ers

1,029.000

503,000

1^5.000

1«8

Sk

57

ao

8

15

28

16

22

131

5l4

lo6

•B. B. Worthington, Middle Eaet Soienoe, p. 182.

lit
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It is bollttirafd tiiat one of the bmIb reftsone for the high sior*

tality of babies is probably due to their sudden eiposure at the

tisM Ihey are ueaaed* The exposure is too abrupt for the prooess

of dereloping the neoessary Immunities within the baby's body to

keep paee tdth the intensity of the «cp08ure, as they are us\ially

areaned direotly onto an adult diet* It is not infrequent to find

a ohild nursing up to three or four years of age« One of the great

lifeMTing factors is the faot that every mother oan nturse her baby

2amply* and that sunlight is abundant in the area* IR^se aho sup*

pleioent the baby's diet adth adlk other than their oea use goat's
3

milk* adkioh ineidentally does not oarry tubmroulosis*

T«iereal disease is unknown in this ooasnmity* snd no unusual

diseases that do not ooour in the tJnited States are traeeablei hov

ever, oooasional oases of traohoma of ths eyes are disooaered.

Rural Pattern of Health Care

Muagr people in this oosnaunity are ignorant of proper sani*

tation praotioes. Ttose who know best usually hold the soarolly of

water and ishe laok of modem eonaenienoes responsible* Worst of ell

are those idio baae traaelled in highly oiailised oountrles and take

the adwa*in*Bome*<iO'»as'>the-Romane*do attitude* Poaerty is always

2
Codd, A Controlled Bxperlment on Rural Hyglsne in Syria*

PP* 97*98*

'ibid, p* 171.
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th« underlylzig basis of their inoorreot hygienie practioes* fbramtng

water through the oonrential plumbing system, haring water elosets,

putting up screens for protection against flies, baking tbe bread

in a bakery, eating with knife and fork on a table, and sereral other

things are considered luxuries beyond their swans* Bewsrsr, they

would not be too slow to take advantage of these things if they were

simply demonstrated to them as being within their means*

Their adsmant fatalistie attitude towards disease is dis-

dlsoouraging, though 99 percent of the men adults sdio answersd a

^uestioimalre prepared by the writer in 19U9 acknowledged the faot

that disease is caused by microbes. 7et, it is doubtful if the volunw

of sickness sascng thsm, if statistics were kept, would exceed that of

some rural areas in the United States* The crisp air, abundant sun

shine, and the presence of antibiotics in their bodies to resist dis*

eass are most likely responsible for their state of health*

In oase of siekness, the dootor is resorted to only aftsnr

home remedies have been tested and a few days of rest have proven

futile* This tendency is understandable after tidiat we have seen

in the inoonvenienoes involved in receiving mtdioal servioes*

Dental care is limited to extractions, and few have the op-

portimity to have other work done on their teeth during their shop

ping trips to Bamallah and Jerusalem* Their simple daily diet, whioh

almost always includes olive oil and bread, oontributes muoh to the



125

soimdnesB oJf thair teeth and to the atrength of their gums* Ihe

Absence of frequent hot drinks^ cold ice-cream and sweets in the

children's diet, is a considerable factor in diminishing the amount

of dental care needed.

The tendency to frequent doctors in the neighboring cities

has bewi on the increase lately, in spite of the economical setback, as

the people are becoming increasingly ccnscioiis of the benefits accruing

from good health and prosperous living.

Nutrition

It is well to sound a note of warning regarding the standards

of hxman nutrition before discussing the nutrition in this ooomunity.

Those most expert on the subject are the first to agree that as yet

we have no absolute standards regarding human nutrition. Though much

study has been devoted to the subject in scne parts of the world,

wo do not yet know how maqjr calories are needed daily in different cli

mates, nor how much first class protein or vitamins and minerals are

needed by the human bo^y under that particular climate* Certain

standards have been laid down at the Hot Springs Conference which

haveon many occasions ; widely quoted by people who do not understand

how they were agreed upon or vhat they mean* At best these stand

ards are ocmipromlsesj at worst they may be seriously in error as

applying to certain human groups. The fact that some people take

standards worked out for one particular group of people in one
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partloular oliaaita and talk and mrita about than as though Idiey had

unirersal application is apt to be stisleading*^ The laok of research
in food nutrition in this country and tha absanea of laboratories for

suoh purposes aakes it hard to assess any standards of nutrition*

This difficulty is coupled with long periods of religious feasting

snong the inhabitants, thus, nutritional surveys may be misleading

unless sHide to cover long periods of tine not less than twalta
c

laonths*^

People in this oommunity are soMwhat asoetio in their n»-

toitional habits, living mostly on what they oan raise on the land,

as the ease is in most farming areas idiere such a diversified system

of agriculture is praotioed. Their diet is at its best, fr<Ma the

nutritional standpoint of view, during spring and suemer, and at

its worst during the winter months when hardly any fresh vegetables

or fruits oan be found unless purohased from nearby Ramallah or Jer"*

usalma sdiare anjrthing oan be found praotioally year 'round* The

presenee of fresh produce in either city during the cold months of

the jrear is aooredited to the irrigated plantations along tha Jordan

River at Jerioho, shioh is several thousand feet below sea level*

Pood preservation practioes usad in this oMoraaity are primi*

tive and limited to the drying of tomatoes, figs, grapes, oheese

^5. B* Worthington, Middle East Soianee, p. 159*

^Ibid*, p. 159,
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(kashik), butter (teMi), pCMtgrenatea, And eom plokling* mieatc

lentils, olives and olive oil, potatoes, and sesasie are also stored*

The absenoe of any worthwhile canning, quiok freezing, or re

frigeration are the main impediments to the storage of an abundant

snnmer crop of fresh frxiits and vegetables whioh are consumed fresh

or sold looally at low prices to avoid spoilage.

Meat is available in the village almost daily, though mough

prospeotive oustomers must be on hand in proportion to the eetimated

I weight of «ie prospeotive slaughtered livestoek, vrfaioh is usually sheep

or goats, before the village butoher takes the risk of slaughter, as

there are no oold storage facilities in the village to aoeommodate

any surplus that may not be sold* The frequenoy of meat oonsunption

depends on the eeonomioal ability of the oonsumer,rtinging from sev

eral times a week to onoe a BK>nth among the poorest* The mean aver

age is cmoe every tan days, with enovgh meat purchased to supply a

familly with several meals.

Tillage weddings, Ramadhan festivals and the presenoe of

guests of distinotion always heralds 14»o slaughter of extra live

stock for the occasion to feed all those present (including, usually,

a big number of the not-so-well-to-do in the eomaunlty)*

Mo visible signs of sourvy, riokets, or other diseases, due

to nutritional deficiencies, are apparent in this ccmmtmity, though
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diMftwt my obtour« Magr possiblo aaaifcvtutioiit*

Xb« irlntsr diet 1> generally very Boaotonoua* partieularly

aaoag the not^eo-erell-te-de, though it doee aot paee erithout antdi

gruabliiig and ndLegieiage the reatleea youager generation*

An appreeiatiee change of diet hai^palarly tajeen plane in
thie Yillage aiaee the late world war, with eonataat trenda towards

diwariifioation, and an Inerease in high grade proteins la the ton

of neat, wilk, and other food of high calory -value* this began at

a tine when there was nuoh deawind for their produoe, and a general

rise in their lewels of li-rlng was feasiblsf however, this temporary

prosperity has suffered anoh daring the dlsturbanees of 19^8• ^**4

haslet made no appreciable reoovery*

Bating to satisfy their htaager ie «jelr sole eplouriaa phil-

osoidqr, ae fsr at natrltion is eonoemed, with little knowledge

about proteins, miasrals, and -vitamins to supplemsnt their pfeyaioal

requlrenMnts* Sowever, aueh of what ttaiy eonsnaes in their daily

diets, sudh as oli-ve oil and -wholexvdieat bread (vhieh are their

stay), kushik and sewn are tmkaewingly exoellent substitutes for any

high quality in*oteins suoh as wsat, adiioh -they oonsume infreciusntly*

Ihrled figs, toma-toss, storec/ prasgranatee, raisins, lentils, along

with poultry and ̂ s more tban asks up for msuth of Iholr witaain

•ad mineral requirements*
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Om of idi»ir no at aotidaabla diffioultlei in nutrition na

tha oaaa la in moat other ooBanxnitiea in the oountry ia their

aaefir food reaerToa* idii^ in « auooeaaion of yenra of Ion rein«>

fadl ean he diaeatroua* aueh aa happened in I9L1.5 end 19il4i in the

Badhranottt. Ihia la nfay one really diaaatroua year ia better trcm

the people*a point of ritm than a aeriea of poor yeara« beeaua#

6
fanine ia ihtm aanre obrioua and leada to outaide relief*

Ibid«, p* 160«
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USmS ABD SSA.HnAltD6 OP UTIIiO

Letielg md Standards of LiTlng in Rural Paleating

A doflnitlon of "IotoI of living* 1* that tho pooplo

hav»« opportualtioa available to Umbc and the gooda and servieee

they uee and eoneuMi Kriiile the value ehieh they attaoh to theee

things^ goede, servioea, opportunitiea and their deairea toaarda

th«Ma omiBtitute their "atandard of living." Ihe brief differenee

beteeen botdi i^enoaMnos ia that what people have ia their level

of living* and adxat they vant la their atandard of livingt Idiere-

fore, it heooawa apparent that both are intiaiately interrelated.^

Aeoording to tiiia definition, the rural Arab population ia Falea-

tine haa little ia the *ay of tangible gooda to ahov for ita level

living* and atill leaa for ita atandard of livlag, though ita

progreaa, aa ve have aeea in the previoua ehaptera, ia uadeairable.

It ia a vell^kBemi faet that high levels and ataadarda of

living OMtag aationa today are baaed beaide O'tilMir elaneata on aa

inventory of the aaterial wealth at their diapoaeli opportunity

and lawfulaeaa to ereate en inoentive to progroaai and poaoo to

allow tine for development and reaear^i aost of ihioh have beeooMi

effete ia the holy land.

1
Jbylor, 0£. eit., p. 295,
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0«i.turl«s of oulti-vation, oiror flaoo tho |»rialtlT» for«1>4Miro

of tiho faoBoa rooo disooTored tho pick and plcnr, hat* doploted tho

fortuity 0i tho oultloated soil of thio anoient laiid» until tho

aoorage eoroal ylold lo only mm throo hnndrodooisht por aoro with

tho Arahs« and oight hundrodweight to tho aoro with tho dom iriio

woo oTory ooiontifio iimo-fation awailahlo to tho nodorn aoiontiit.

fhit is far holow tho w»ot*Suropoon aworago of 9*5 hundrodnoii^t to

tho aero» and 9«7 teiadro^hralght por a«ro in tho Wnitod Stateo* An-

oiont wood Otttting for fuol purpososhas nado tho eountry dowoid of

forestsi oxeossi-ro grasing has laid tho land opon to tho dongors

of gulliot and orosion until tho top toil in nony aootors hat loft

to Join the mlleyt end wa^is.

Laok of wator has oontributod greatly to tho limited pro-

dwoUolty of tho land and tho extent of aoroago cultdLwated.

tho farmer is dependent en tho soanty rainfall whiOh plaoes tho

oultiTator*8 Tory svhsistonoo in a prooarious position whoa it

fails to ocHBO as oxpoeted. In addition to all this* a sories of

bloody roTolts and robellions (sineo tho mandate was proolaiswd

after Hie first world war, and a dowish Sational Eoaas was first

instituted by tho British) has attended Ihe soono, oxily to make

things worse and undo azqr progress made during tho short pMooful

rsoosslons* the pllitioal situation as a result has taken preoo-

donee otot ihm eoonomioal and oooial problems oonfkonting tho
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tmrmft •trfti&iag his already low latala and ataadarda of UtIiic*

The proaanea of tao aaatora of agrloultural aoonoay la tha

aooatry haa abimya ooanplioatadi tha aeoaoaloal piotura and nada a

aoaparlson of both aaatora laparati-ra. Xhaaa aaatora ara thoaa

of tha Arab and daw with aaliea and hatred balng thair ooiatoa da*

aoadnatoT} tha raault of whioh haa produoad two diatinat lawala

and atandarda of llwlag, two diffarant aata of aoaial iaatitutionsj,

two produoa warkata whara tha Arab aalla hla prodaoa to tha Arab

tawaapaopla at a low priaa whila tha Jaw aalla through aooparatlTaa

at a higher priaa to tha urban Jaw» and tee diffarant labor narkata

whara tha Arab raaaiwaa laaa for hia labor aa the dewlah Aganay

(finanoad ly world Jewry) prohibita tha anploynant of Arab workara

on ita aattleaMnta*

Tha Arab oultiratora* inaoaw par eapita, and thair larala

of liTing ara aaaoh lower than that of tha Jawiah aattlara, aa tha

Jawa haaa purohaaad tha ralatiwaly fartila aoaatal area axaapt for a

few barren atripa* acnaa of whioh thay have auooaaafully irrigated

at a great oapital outlay beyond tha aaonoaioal aMMuna of the Arab.

Tha agrieultural inooina raaaiTad by tha oultirator in any

aountry adght wall be a reaaonabla baroaiater of hia lawal of liw"

lag* Bewawar, wa ahould be eautionad in atudying auOh data regard

ing tha Arab aultiwatora, noat of idwai think of thair ineeaw only
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In ItvnM ot diith yuMlTsd for produots sold Bot Inoluding produoB

oonsuMd at hoaa ty th« faaily# Rea««, a farmar appraises the ealue

of food oonstoMd only irhea it is purohased, as the ease is with

those who go shopping in Jerusalem and have to porehase their food

for the day, a thing they disoover to be relatively expensive in

eomparisoin to what «iey have been aeettstened in the village where

^ey think of what ' they oonsune in terns of oash only idien a busi**

ness transaotion has been performed. We fi»I ̂ bls situation true

with the lower inooM farmers in s elf-suffioing areas In the Rhited

States nnder sisdlar oiremstanQes. though they are foreed here to

think in terns of eash due to their higher levels end standaurds of

living. Thus, in a study of da'ta eonoerning the farawr, a great

deal of its aoouraoy depends on the ability and eaqierienee of the

statistieian in the field in his estinate of the oosts reeelpts

of the fhrner, knowledge eonoeming his level of living, anount of

produoe, amunt oonstssed, and its value at the loeal narket before

axqr figures are reoorded.

The inoomo of ̂ e agrioultural population of the eoontry (Table

Tlx 10 was ealeulated in 1936 before the per eistent rebellion of that

year flared up. it wac 376,000 pounds and 1,879,000 pounds for tiie

Arab and dewlsh rural populations respeetively. These figures in-

elu(ki inoomss reosived for non-agrioultm'al work, suoh as eaploy*
went on govenaent road-building projeots. The inoons fron these
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non-Agrloultural ftotl'vltieB vas 1,000«000 pounds for ths Arabs and

600*000 pounds for dsars* This asiouiit includes approxlaatelgr

300,000 povoida reeeired by the Bedoln, snktag the total oash reoeipts

for the Arab agriculturists only 14,076,000 pounds, ihe Arab eul-

tirators uere about 380,000 that year, and their auerage per capita

inooBW uas tdwrefore 7»3 pounds per annun uhlefa is the equlraiLeat

of apprwdaately 130,00 at the eamhaage rate at that tiae.^ The

deeish rural population during the sane period vas 55,300 and their

aeerage ineone per head uas 3U pounds.^

An inpi'o vMssut in the inooim of the Arab oultirators dux^ng the

late world war was erident in relation to that of the Jewii^ Mt*

tiers. The 1939 iwlue of agrieultural produotitm, less livestock

produce, was 6,055,000 pounds. That of 19l|2 and I9I4.3 was still

better, though it dropped in I9I44 to 5,808,000 pounds at 1939 prioes

but that was agriculturally a bad year. Thus, we see that the total

inooBje fran agriculture was soiasi^t larger during the war years.

Duo to the Inflation of money value, the actual value of agricultural

production in 19i|i4 was 28,237,000 pounds, and of this aaount 19,5 mil
lion was earned by the Arab population and 8,7 million by the Jewish.^

*^00 Palestinian pound 5 lUtOU.

Standard of Living of Palestinian
^7** » Chapter CTI, Ssotion 5, as reproduoed by D, Warrinsr in, T .wii
and Poverty, p. 61. '

J. Loftus, The National Income of Palestine, iphh, (PsI-
estino Oovernnent Press, as reproduced by fi. iarriner in Land
and Poverty,
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1922 1951 19m 19W* 19246e

Ibtal Population 752.OI48 1.035.3lh 1.585.500 1,761w522 1.912.133
Itural Arab k77»693 602.387 • • 733.870 #♦

Drban Arab 190.565 856.321 • • kn,Q7o • •

Bural dear 15.172 I16.IU3 • • 138.220 • •

Ihrbaa dear 68.618 128*2463 • * 145.580 ♦ •

*•

■•^it table vaa deriTed by aubtraeting tbe rural aettled
I>epalation on page 55 of Land and Poverty- by D» Varrlner fron
total population en page oif tKe sane W)k.

««The urban popuUtion in thia table ineludea the neaada of
wo* the eocaet nunber ia not available*

J I '

.. M* t ' i ^
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If th® Income of the rural population is calculated on a per capita

basie with an Arab rural population of 733,870 and Jevdsh niral

population of 138,200 in that year, the average incmae per capita

will amount to 2? pounds for the Arab population and 63 poxmds for

the Jewish* Thus, the income of the Jewish settler, which was five

times as much as that of the Arab farmer in 1936, was induced to two-

and-a-half times as much in 1944. This happened in spite of the fact

that the Arab cultivator has no scientific guidance cor advice, feiv

tilizer, machinery, inteivbred bovine for dairy production, various

chemicals for pest control, marketing cooperatives, higher education,

better health services, external aid such as subsidies and easy credit

facilities with low interest rates, all of which are amply available

to c.he Jewish settler*

The rise in prices during the late war helped someidrat Im

prove the financial condition of the Arab cultivator in that he was

freed from much of his debts as the case was with the American far

mer in the United States, who was \mburdeiMd from a good deal of his

mortgages*

It was in 1930 that the average indebtedness of an Arab farm

family was 27 pounds on which interest at an average rate of 30 per^

eent was being paid, while the average income of a farm family was

5
D* Warriner, og;* clt*, p. 62*
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between 25 to 30 pounds per annum. Thus it was virtually impossible
for any farmer to repay more than a fracUon of his debt, and a
debt onoe incurred could never be cancelled, but had to be re

newed at intervals at exorbitant rates of interest,^

It must also be remembered that the Arab farmer's cost of

living sl<yrocketed with his income during the war, as the same

yard of goods he was accustomed to purchase at prewar prices for

the equivalent of twenty-five cents sold for $2,50 and 13,00 due

to war conditions and the difficulty of receiving imports from over*

seas. Also, the prices of many other commodities he needed multiplied

accordingly.

The 1948 disturbances, preceding and following the decision

of the Bxd.ti8h Mandate to withdraw from the countiy, caused a great

deal of destruction in rural property and loss of life, along with

the interruption of cultivation, suspension of marketing, the in

crease of debts, and finally the forced evacuation of 900,000 Arabs,

half of whoa were fanners, from their homes and property as thsy

fled in search of security to save their own lives, leaving behind

everything they had accumulated or Inherited from generations of

ancestry, Thqr also lost any levels and standards of living thqy

had beMi able to attain during the mandate period as they came to

^Ibld., p. 62,
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lead the mretohed liTes of displaced refugeea with little hope of

returning to their property tihioh eaa oooupied by the now Jewish

state.

Land Holdings

Arab land holdings in 1957* acoording to the Rural Property

Tax oategories, were 12,l60,000 duauma^ of whioh 6,037,000 dunusui

were classified as aulti-vable* Jewish holdings were 1,206,000 dun-

UBM of uhioh 939*000 dunuss were classified as cultivable, consti

tuting 25 percent of the cultivable area of the whole country.^
The total cultivated area was therefore 6,976,000 dunuas, of whioh

over a million dunums are cultivated at the fringe of the desert in

South Palestine known as the Hegeb or Beersheba district, and some

®illion dunums are cultivated in the rest of the country. The

Hegeb area with 12,577,000 dunums of desert, except for a little

* million (hmums around the Beersheba district, was not sur

veyed by the Palestinian Oovsrmnent at that time, though it is in

cluded within the boundaries of Palestine, therefore making the

total area of the country 27,009,000 dunums or lO.l^DO square miles.^

7One acre - l4,*3 dunums or one duntra m tp proximately l/l^. of
(Rn &oro«

8Palestine Royal Commission, Report, p, 176*

0

Ibid,, Section p, 173*
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The Segeb, elaoet a« large as the rest of the oountry, ima

oooupied by the Jewish state early in 19il9 In • siirprise attaek

during a period of truoe against the Bgjrptian garrison stationed

in tiie area. Another Biilllon dunums were oeded to the Jewish

state as a rewilt of the Rhodes negotiations in 191^9 in addition

to wfaifdi the twin cities of Saaleh and Lydda with their districts

were siysteriously turned ower to Ifce new Jewish state without re»

sistanoe. This is in excess of the oooupation of the several dis«>

triets in the plains of eastern and northern Palestine with scores

of Tillages «dong with most of the ports and ses'-outlets of the

oountry.

An ezaaination of the Arab land holdings of oultivable land

reveals that the overwhelxing neijority of holdings srs fragnentary*

Ths growth of the agrioultural population is reducing ia»e average

sise of farms by ths year and steadily Inoreasing the niaaher of

landless laborers whioh was, aooording to the "Statement of Polioy"

issued by the British Government in 1930, 29,11; percent.^® This

percentage has certainly Inorscuied sinoe*

The average sise of land holdings among ths Arab population

is extremely small, A government survey of 69O holdings possesssd

10
Ibid.,' Section 58, p» I76.

r-.lLrfVr.' '■
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by the inhabltanti of 5 ▼illagei in the Hamloh digtriot, revealed

that only 6 percent of the farms were mde up of a single piece

of land and Ihe rest were divided into a nuad}er of fSfagments erith

an average of 9 pieces per holding* Most of these fragments were

small, the siodal (i*e«, siost frequent) sise being between a quarter

and a half of an aore* Cie arerage siie of each holding amoimted

to 3h dunums of cultivated land or 8*3 awres*^^
Co-ownership as a means of avoiding further subdivision of

holdings has been employed* Therefore, the average number of co-

owners inoreases with tlei sise of the parcels. The worst recorded in

stance was that In which a parcel of one aore and another of 0*8 aci*es

were each held jointly by no less than persons. Thus it reflects

the shortage of land and also the result of the Ifoslem law of in-

iMritance. It causes the impediment, of any possible program in

agrioiltural methods and is naturally the source of endless conflict

reflected in a famous village saying, »rlght8 in land and wrongs to
women are the worst of village evils*

These o^l land holdings are the more serious in the i^senoe

of other sieans of income suoh as that obtained from industry and
other non-agricultural work during slack periods on the fbrm. The

11Palestine Oovemment, Palestine General Monthly Bulletin
Statistics, October pp* 559-75 as reproduoed by

i»* Tfarrlner in Land and Poverty, p* 614..

12Palestine Oovemment, Palestine General Monthly Bulle tin
Statistics, Decenher 19h5» P* 759# as reproduced 6y

i'. Warriner in Land and Poverty, p* 6I4*
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ino^no deriTod from tiie land ean hardly be expeoted to support

a family, eren at the low levels attd standards of living in a tur

bulent country, sxioh m Palestine where the oultivator hardly knows

whm -to exjwet a strike or rebellion whieh might ooinoide wit^ l^e

harvest or marketing season and, therefore, ruin his prospeots for

any eash income for the whole year.

A eomparison of Arab land holdings with that of the Jews is m

anything but fair to the Arab peasant, due to the faet that most

Jewish holdings wears purchased during the last deoade or two and

were modemly planned, while the Arab holdings are mostly inherited

without muoh thought about planning or consolidating the various

pieces of land constituting each holding, Faradoxieal as it seems,

the consolidation of the Arab oultivator's holdings is a disadvan*

tags to hlisBelf under most oireumstanees as will be seen in disous-

siaog «ie levels snd standards of living of Ein Tabroud village in the

latter pert of this chapter.

The JeMLsh settlement stands today as a world sHsdel for the

communal type of farming with no capital spared for its perfeotdon.

Its average area is approximately a thousand aore pieoe of land,

sdU.oh is detailed to nipport an average population of 500 people,

half of idiom are maployed in agrioulture. All operations are oar-

ried out jointly with workers performing certain ehores aeeording
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to flOhodules plumod ly tfaoir superiors* Thoir nork is olosely

sorutinized and thoir tisie^ Including that of leisuro^ is systom""

atioally allottod aooording to «io dosire of tbo oxperts in elmrge*

Tho most ourS3 ry inspection shows that they are strikingly

unifom in teohnioal methods and equipiwnt, and that their produc

tion is rigidly planned by oxperts ft-om the Jewidi Agenay, and their

marketing is done through oooperatlTos hardly matched anywhere in

the world*^^

l^ture Trends of Levels and Standards of Living of Jewish Rural
l^estine ' ' ' '

Future lofols and standards of liwing in rural Palestine

oan be reasonably eiqpeoted to worsen for both Arab and Jew alike

if the present eoonomieal, social, and politieal trends should eon-

tinue BMoh longer* HowoTer, Jewish subsidies, contributed by world

Jewry, may play a role of delaying aotion from a would-be eoonomioal

wtastrophe, and therefore oontlnue to nurse the artifieial eoonoay

of tdie Jewish settlers, as long as this source of imcnie is wsii*

present.

Vo detsiled analyses of the Unanoial position of all Jewish

settlements in the country have ever been published. However, some

balanee sheets are available tor 17 settlements in the Haifo district

D, Warriner, op. eit., pp. 67-68.
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whioh irore sulmltted to the Pelefltlnlan QoTernDumt during the mr

to the oontinuation of goYenment aubsidles* Iheee figurei

■howed th&t the eTerege farm empital^ «roluding land„ amounted to

50 pounds per acre on non-irrigated land. They ehowed further that

the majoril^ of these faras did not even ©over capital ejqpwaditure or

rent* and none mere free from debt during the mar period mhioh mas

a period of agrloultural prosperity for the farmer#^
The more or less European standard of living iriiioh the Jemish

oultivator has managed to maintain is heavily suhsldiEed with the

all powerful funds oontributed bymorld sionism* tim investment pwr

*morking place* on the Jewish settlement is estimated to be over

700 pounds (almost 13000,00 at pre-mar values)• When it is r«ig^«

bered that the average inecmie per oapita of ihe Arab cultivators

mas only 7 pounds (approximately |30,00) per annum before the mar,

it becomes clear that they ean never hope to rival the eqtiipment

or methods of the Jewish settler without soim aid. It is this high

amount of invsEtment per head which enables the Jewish settlements

to produoe more to the aere, a thing mhioh is important to smi^aslse

einoe too much importanee is oftsn attributed to their aotual seals

of operations of production.

litPalestine government. Survey of Palestine, Qiapter IX,
pp, 50it*6 as reprodttoed by D« Warriner, in Land and Poverty, p, 70<
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Although it la obvioua that the large size of unite and

the internal organization of the farms must aohie've some eoonomios

of large-scale iwoduotion, it is not these eoonaaios which enable

the fajrms to sureiwe. The settlements are larishly equipped with

the most modern machinery* including tractors, eulti-paohers, com

bines, etc* In spite of all this, the settlement carries a labor

force Biuoh in excess of the labor requirements

It is apparent tl»n, that the aim of the Jewish wttlement

with so »u^ capital invested in it is thus to aohiere intangible

objectires, such as to li-re a e<Hnsanal fbra of life, and contact ths

soil, a thing idilch ths Jews were denied in Bharope for oeaturies

wh«i the ownership of land was a privilege they were unable to

exeroise* This inevitably mads ths ubiquitous Jew beooms a mlddls*

®an« Sinoe usury was forbidden to Christians by ̂  ohuroh, he
16inevitably also became a money lender*

Be ̂ e object of the settlement what it may, there is some

thing very unreal about a socialism so heavily subsidised, idii«jh

does not eontribute directly to raise the levels of a surrounding
sea of poverty#^^

15
Warrlnor, Land and Poverty, p, 69*

16
Palestine Royal Coinnission. Section I6, p. 6*

17D* Warriner, op. oit., p. 71.
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A decline in tte lerels and standards of living of the Jewish

settlers is not a rwaote possibilitjy and laagr directly be attributed

to one or all of the follot^ingi

1. The keenly enthusiatic new Jewish state is drawing more

icasigrants than it can economically support. It has a

definite tendency to be overpopulated in the rvar

< future. A minimum average rate of 2000 immigrants per

day has been entering the country since May 1943. A

majoidty of these are self-styled refugees with little

means at their disposal, and therefore must be supported

by the state. They are crowding an already saturated

labor market with limited possibilities for expansim due

to the limited basic resources of the country.

Industries which sporadically sprung up due to

war shortages during the late war, such as the diamond

cutting industry, have closed shop since their resumption

in thsir original centers in Europe with whom it was

difficult to Canute. This has left many imemployed which

will Increase with additional inmlgraticsii, resulting

ultimtely in a reduced standard of living.

2. The entire Jewish cooiuunity in Palestine nimbering less

than 600«000 population in 1944 (Tabls VllX) is one huge



an^ subsidised from uril^out* It had 100,000 front lixie

troops ditring the l9l4S«4^9 disturbanoes making e'msry sixth

IndlTidual a soldier.

the United States of Aawrlea plaoed only one out

of every 12 oitisons in uaifom during the greatest

struggle ever experienoed by mankind. (This ratio is

oettputed from a peak strength of 12,36U,000 men and

women in the armed foreee out of a population of

lI+3,Ui4.000).^®
Oeneral Summervilla of the Ihiited States Army

Supplies said during the war that it required 12 oivi-

lians to supply adequately one man in uniform. This

means that the United States was in an all-out war ef

fort. Tot, the Jewish efforts in the 19140-149 diatw-

banoes were doubly Intensified at a ratio of 2 to 1

in comparison with that of the United States.

The sheer presence of Arabs in Palestine and other

aeighbor»;ing Arab countries (none of whom officially rec

ognises the new Jewish state) will always force the Jews

to maintain full military strength, a thing they ean en

dure as long as subsidies continue from without. Should

18
Sew York World Telegram, World Almanao 19l<9. (l«r York.

191*9. pp. 216-325.
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a norId depression set in, as in Hie nineteen*thirtie8,

or a third world war should break out and this souroe

of inoome be sewered, restlessness will surely ensiie

and their standards of li-ring will be threatened*

No less a power than Great Britain has felt the

pinoh of maintaining large military forees for an ex*

tended length of time, as it foxind itself on tlM -verge

of bankruptoy after taking part in World War II. Aus

terity for the people and a deoline in the levels of their

living has been -the result*

3* the a-verage -wheat yield on dewish farms, idiieh Is the

mainstay of the Jewish population, amounted to eight

hundred^weight per aore on non-irrigated land in spite

of all ttM aaohinery and soientifio devices at their

disposal* Ihis figure is below the European average

of 9*5 hundred-weight to tdie aore, amd is about -ttie same

as -tiie average wheat yield in Eastern Europe* 'Die faot

ttiat the most modern and intensive siethods aohieve only

the same vdieat yields as the Balkan peasant, with his

primitive and extensive oultivation suggests -that -fche

soope of agriovatural advance is limited* Wi-B» irrigation

(if water oan be found) higher yields oan be attained,

at least above the last European average, though below
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th« West* European le-tirsl. It Is estinated that 12 hundred*

weight per acre oan be the liadt reaehed under suoh eon*

ditions, though at great oosts. Dr» Vbleant estimated

14ie eost of irrigation during the cheaper pre-war years
19

as high as 28 pounds per aero. Obviously with "ttiis

high capital expenditure and conparatively low yield,

the Jewish farms oannot expeot to oompete in the world

•wheat market, and it is doubtful if suffioient grain can

be produced from the available land to support their ris-
20ing imported niaibers,

U* Any Jewish indus'bry that might be Instituted now or in

the future (as the Jews presumably have an ample nu»>

ber of technically skilled personnel coming from Europe)

nay have a restricted market for their produots which will

reflect en their levels and standards of living* The

reason is the boycott of their goods by the surrounding

Arsb world whioh would rather trade with "the re'vived die*

tant Einropean markets due to reasons other "than eoonosiieal*

5. Seourity, harmony and stabili-ly are the essential corner*

stones in the aohie'vement of any degree of a standard of

19The Fellah's Farm (Tel * A"viv, 1930) as reproduced by
D* Warriner in l^nd and Poverty, p. 70*

20„ - .D« Warriner, op* cit«, p*
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liTing* This Is wanting with 1di» Java «xternally» as

Idney find themsalTSs in tha midst of a hostila Arato

world* Internally, thay are an ultra*oomplax group

of nationalities ranging from Idia western Jaws ooming

from outposts in China and Siberia, and those Arabisad

earning from t^a neighboring Arab countries such as the

Tenenites.

These people haws different languages, disposition,

temperament (aoeording to t^e countries of their birth),

and different lewels and standards of living depending

on their homelands* They can be welded together only

under regimentation and "by orders from above, principally

in face of a oonoion danger* Onoe the danger is subdued

their individual qualities by sdiioh the world knows them

are likely to reappear*

6* Any peaceful expansion of the cultivable area within the

Jewish state is mainly limited to Irrigation in the Kegeb*

Ho worthwhile sotarces of water have been disoovered yet,

after intensive search in the area* As for the rest of

the eountry, the Oovenment of Palestine in its evidenee

to ths Seel Conmission in 1936 submitted the opinion that

21the total cultivable land wae 7*120,000 dunums* Oils

21
Palestine Roy(^ Ci^lssion Report, Cmd. 5l<.79 (H*M*S*0*,

1937), p* ̂ 3^ as reproduced hy t>* Tfarriner in Land and Poverty,
p* 56.
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Mit Dnly li4U*000 dunums moro than the area already eul-

tl rated*

lAod held by Idie devieh rural population whioh waa 152,800

dunuma in anounted to only 2^ aerea per capita. Thia nuat

hare eertainly deoreaaed greatly in riew of an inereaaed nuaiber

of iaaaigranta. nranaforsting deaert aorea into oultieable land

through irrigation i a inperatire for any proapeotire intenaified

production if the niniatum requireaenta of aubaiatenoe are to be main

tained*

A Jordan Yalley Authority mudi talked-of eould be ooatly and

hardly feaaible* The Jordan Hirer (Figure 1) ia not the nightly rirer

of popular Imagination. It flowa for most of its length at a much lower

lerel than the land on either aide of ita banks, and ita water idiioh

ia now almost uselesa for agrioulture oan be used for irrigation

only in the narrow atrip of the ralley itself, between the hilla

of Judea on the one aide and the Ibrans-Jordan plateau on the other*

To use Jordan water for Irrigation would mean raising its level

along moat of ita length by -Hie oonatruotion of a high lerel oanal

along the side of the hilla. parallel with ita oourae* Thia would

then deprive the Palestine Eleotrioal Corporation of the water aup-

pliea now used to generate eleotrioal power by the fall of the river

22 ̂D* Werriner. pit*, p* 69,
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belov th0 Lake of ̂ lilee* Also, it will be diffloult to oonatruot

Buch a canal due toj the many wadie whloh intersect ite oovire©.

Trends of Levels and Standards of tiring of Arab Rural
^*ale8tine •

r

the scanty lloTels and standards of liTiog of the rural Arab

in Palestine hawe' already been dlsoussedt HoweTer, since the debacle

of the 19148-449 disturbances they hare been on the decline, beooBlng

sheer instruments of subsistence* Regaining what meager lerels and

standards of li'ving they possessed during the mandate period may well

be their ultimate aim for several years to come*

the principal causes of a^y further economic decline may be

attributed as a consequence to any or all Ifce following points 1

1* Arabs living in the coastal area have lost all of their

p property along with their citrus holdings which consti

tute 55 percent of all the citrus produce in the country

(106,1400 dunums in 1937 according to Ihe Rural Property

Tax categories).^ This sawt have increased by 30 per
cent since tdjat time, and have always been titieir cash

crop and main source of income*

2* The loss of all wor'^y sea-outlets aynd ports such as

Jaffa, laifa and Acre to the new Jewish state has

sk
Palestine Royal CMBmlssion, p« I76*



Mvertfd IAm country trcm dlreot oontAot vith th« out*

•id* world*

5* Hi* hiig* fiUBber of displao«d persons to whidh the new

devieh state refuses to sanotion safety for their

return to their homes, nust burden the rest of the

eouDtry*8 econoiBy until some solution oan be found*

U* ^ existing labor surplus due to the displaoesient and

natural increase in the population, and the absenoe of

worthirhile industries in the country has resulted in

lower wages for labor and a stibsequent deoline in the

lewels and standards of li-vlng* Daily wages for agri*

oultviral labor dropped fr<Hc the all tine high of $1*50

to $2*50 during the war to *50 oents and leas at the

present tLos*

3* The disruption of publio sereiees, e-vsn at the soanty

lewel existing before tiie termination of the mandate, in

sttoh things as eduoation, health, publio welfare, and

others is partly due to the interruption of the main

soiuroe of goTernsMWit re-»enue* The present administration

is incorporated with Trans*Jordan, a desert kingdom ex*

isting mainly on subsidies from the ftritish exchequer with

little money left for government services other than those

most tirgent*
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6. The poor oarket for agricultural consimptlon bgr the Arab

urbanite la due te a weakening of hie purchaaing power

under the oircuaistancea.

7. InsecxBrity of the individual, his fear of inveatoent, ar

venture in business activitlsa, in fear of fresh dia»

turbaneea flaring anew, therefore, forces hia to live <m

a dagr to day basis not knowing what the Borrow augr bring.

Standards and levels of Living in Ein Yabroud

Levels of living in this casBaunity are inversely proportional

to the individual's income. It varies fron one eoctrone to the other,

ranging from the richest resident known locally as "Sahib Tel £1 Waraq",

Bsaning the owner of a great deal of paper currency with an average

income of l^OO pounds (equivalent to over $6000) to the poorest citizen

with hardly any provisions at all SKcept for the wages he may receive

from his agricultural labor in the village. The fonser owns the largest

holdings in the village constituting 20 percent of the cultivable area

in the oommunlty >diile the latter is landless. This is why a statistical

average fails to reveal such discrepancies in the wealth of individuals.

All citizens in Ein Tabroud owned soae land up vintll two decades

age. %at was the period during which the individual's level of living

was ccmparatively raised and hie needs and deeiree increased. Ci>edit

became his only soures of help, and because usury is prohibited fay

religion—a thing to which the well-to-do in the village strictly

adheres—the individual had to give the lender a piece of land as
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collateral until he could repay hie debt* When the borrower found hl»-

eelf latiaatoly in need of more credit, he was obliged to take a little

BU>re cash from his creditor and turn ttie collateral entrusted to his

financier into a sale* Thus the holdings of the poor decreased or

vanished and that of the well»to-do incz^ased* This process has been

on the increase lately, and likely to go \mohscked unless proper credit

facilities to the small land—holder can be arranged*

The mean average of the number of holdings per farm family in

this community is 7,holdings, with 36 holdings held by the richest fam

family and none by the poorest.

It is the division of the limited area of land among the heirs

of the deceased which causes such a big number of holdings* The number

of holdings increase with an increase in the number of heirs. The

smallest in Ein Xabroud consists of a single olive tree and another of

a lore fig tree with an area of land equal to the spread of the trees

involved} what is worse, the former has two owners and the latter three*

One to two acres per holding is a ooomon holding am<»tg the villagers*

It might be assumed that residents with over a score of hold

ings may have some difficulty rerawnboring the location of their hold

ings or their bcundaries, but a few inches of land in setting boundaries

between neighbors often calls for a quarrel requiring the interference of

the village council as a referee in the dispute* No blood shed ha*

occurred in this viUa^ due to boundsly disputes though it is not



155

imcosmon in bow other rillagBB in th« counter.

The fanners are aware of the disadvantages accruing trcm

fragDoentation and would prefer to consolidate toeir holdings if it

were not for the fact that most holdings have different qualities of

land ranging fron silt^^ clay loaa to solid clsy, each adapted to the

cultivation of certain plants. Sines it is necessaxy in a self-

sufficing type of fanaing to diversify production as much as possible*

a peasant in Ein labroud may have one holding in the northern end of

the village from which he obt;ains his olives, a holding in the

southern section froa which he receives sone grapes, another in the

north-eastern and south-eastern seotore of ths village whereby he

cultivates small crops for himself and his animals, and still another

holding adjacent to the immediate ctnapounds of the village where he

plants his vegetables since ths soil is rich in organic matter due to

the presence of his livestock.

Angr peasant who does not own a m&all holding in all four

directions of the village is usually lacking in sooie commodity con

sumed in the commity. The ownership of such holdings has a special

psychological attaclment in the heart of the farmer ivho makes it his

policy to inspect each holding several times a year other than the

required service txdps such as those of plowing, removing weeds, and

harvesting. He looks at the land £r<m a perspective of admiration azui

reverence, since it is his main source of subsistance. Observing the

plants grow from day to day, and week to week out of a barren soil
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and finally bloom^ blossoBj and ripen into fruit fills his heart with

awe and taads to make hia feel as a acH>creator with God to whoa he

prays his fire daily prsyera in thankfulness to his merciful bounty.

Wheat is the most revered product on his list of commodities

as it forms his stable diet. A strict search of the last wheat head

in the fields after harvest is not wcomaon among those who harvest the

crop by hand with the aid of the scythe. Toxmgsters are taught to pick

a piece of bread which t^ may drop on the floorkiss it with a word

or two of thanks to God's bounty, before disposing of it in a respect

ful mann<n> so that it may be out of the way in order that no one may

tread on it.

There are no telephones in this village, and messages within

the village intended for the benefit of the entire cimaBunity are con

veyed by the village servant who is also its crier. He souivis off with

a powerful voice heard over a mile radius. Such messages vazy from lost

ai\d found items to the more important announcements concerning the

dates of harvest of the various crops, tax collection, et cetera.

Motorized transportation is confined to the At Talyiba Bus

Line which stops to pick up shoppers on its way back and forth to Kamallah

and Jerusalem (Figure 11) which are two and twelve miles away respectively.

This bus line consiste of three busee making <me daily round trip

simultaneously and sons times making the trip within a few minutes inter

val. They pass at sunrise and return in the afternoon accozding to the

mood of the drivers concerned* Thus a shopping trip is an uncertain
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adventure to the riUager who oust keep a vigilant eye on the road

if he ie not to nisa the bua.

Transportation of small crops whether to the Beirah mill for

aiUing purposes or to the market for sale are carried out primarily

on anixaal back. The produce is placed in sacks and strapped on the

animal's back if it is a staple product, or placed in boams if a

fruit. There is no motorized tran8portati(ni fcn> such purposes, nor

are there angr eaarts, TWo individuals who owned two trucks in the

village for a brief period in 1946 lost them while ladden with pz>oduce

running over road mines laid on the highway near Jerusalem during the

disturbances of that year.

As for baking bread, there is no bakery in the village, and

each individual family attends to its own baking needs by the use of

the taboon discussed in Chapter 11,

Electricity has not been extended to this cotsmunity nor to

maxgr others in the county. The ancient use of kerosene and a wick is

still employed though the people have been expecting the government to

extend the power lines in their direction for the last two doeades,

A village carpenter, shoemaker, and barber receive a bushel of

wheat each for their year 'round sexvices whenever thfly are needed,

SKCept for the shoemaker who receives his pay in cash whenever he does

any mending,

IRiis village has no blacki^th though thex^ is a Nuri (a noomid

who makes his living from blacksmithing) who cofDss annually in tho
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fall months to serve their needs. This Nuri has long amiised the

Yillagers with his social viewpoints as he seriously infcnms them

that his vay of life is superior to theirs or the urbanites beoause

thqr cannot more their property and possessions aroimd as he does.

Hence, he follows opportunity but thcgr must wait for it until it

presents itself; that is, if it should ever cose at all ...

Ihere are two olive->oil mills in this community operated bgr

human and animal power. Th^ are operated during the olive harvest

seascm, and offer a source of e^lcyment to those who do not have

olive groves and find th^aselves in i»ed of eaplcyment, as they are

paid in cash or kind.

The religious minister (Iiman) as discussed in Chapter VI

is the unhappiest person in the service crew. He receives no compensa

tion for his efforts, thotigh a few disciples may remember him with a

present on the holiday following the feasting month of Ramadhan known

as "Id al-Sa^eer".

Their school and health standards were discussed In their

appropriate chapters in this stu4y.

'ihere is no uniformed law miforcemsnt in this village. The

only time the horse-back riding police visit the village is on call fay

word of mouth. This necessitates the construction of invincible homes

for safety measures. External stone walls from two to four feet wide,

outside steel doors, steel bars on windows, and metal shutters are

standard. The poor who cannot afford metal doors use wooden doors
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several inches thick to withstand any possible tampering*

Their social activities are erected on the distinguished Arab

creed of inherited hospitality carried from their nomadic ancestors

who lived in the Arabian Sahara desert. This creed calls for helping

a stranger who may need food and quarters to rest or who may be in

difficulty and need of help. It has been their cardinal principle

to protect strangers requesting protection until they can dispose of

their grievances by mediation or sane other means. Should the person

granted sanctuary be injured while in their custody, it becoross a

serious matter involving the honor of the whole ccmimunity. Fortunately,

no such incidents have risen in this village other than a few oases

involving female strangers from neighboring villages entreating the

community to mediate on their behalf in some injustice done to them.

Thus iSin Yabroud is reputed in the county as a sober and tranquil

village never involved in ary quarrels with other villages. However,

the only quarrel in which it has ever been mabroiled was in the

nineteen twenties with the village of Silwad (Figure II) over water

ri^ts. Siliivad village aggressively claimed its rights cm »Beir Abu

Khashaba* the main source of water in this oommunity which adjoins ths

territory of both villagee. The dispute reached a hi^ pitch before it

was finally subdiwtd and a reconciliation was concluded upon the

mediation of another village.

Hospitalily may well be considered one of the noblest virtues

of civilised society that has ever been engendered in the evolution of

-i:- - i '
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BtanKind'lt is trul/ a erown ot refln^iient on thoso who adhere to its

idQTsical and moral principles} yet it can iinfortunately be a detriment

to the econoB^y of any people civilized as they may if exceedingly

exercised. It is held accountable among the rural Arab for the

depletion of a good many livestock slaui^tered for guests when a maaller

quantity of ma at purchased from the village butcher may have sufficed,

and the scanty econcsBy of the host might have been spared. What is

worse is that peasants in this eoramunity who c£ui hardly afford to

wd»ark on such a venture, borrow funds to finance the expwnse involved

not knowing when they vdll be able to repay their debt. This is done

partially to satisfy their pride and show off their small wealth,

thinking that it will aid their social prominenee in the conamunityi

however, the opposite results are often achieved and the host is

branded in the gossip of the village as a ''sucker".

A village wedding usually signals a procession in which the

whole village participates, after wliich they are all fed by the bride*

groom vdio may not be able to afford it, and may have to sell some of

his land to ccxaply with traditicm. This wedding dinner auy require

frcBu ten to fifty sheep or more ̂ hen other villages az^ invited for

the event.

A villager vdio may have been sway from the village for a few

years must be traditionally invited by the first person who recognizes

him on his arrival at village regardless of that person's

economical ability lest he be ridiculed as flinching a traditional

duty.
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AlsOj a guest visiting a familjr heralds the attendance of the

whole clan which coraes to entertain the guest and thus oiust be fed

with him, necessitating the slaughter of livestock.

It is seen therefore that these people are clinging to

ancient outdated custcHns and traditions which do not fit in the frame-

woric of todajr's life where the economical picture has changed. Thegr

are convinced of the wishom of their action and hence it is difficult

to ccmvince them to do otherwise. The poor are conscious of their

poverty and therefore do not dare offer ai^r suggestions lest they be

thought unworthy of their ancient tradition of hospitality, a thing

T^ich they are too proud to face. The wealthy, on the other hand,

az*e uninterested in z^form as thsy find littls occasion to undergo

the same expense.

Generally speaking, these people follow wasteful social

practices blamed on tiadition on one hand yet they are conservative

peasants on the other hand, making the best of things as they are.

They may be ••down" but seldom "out". Their low gross value of farm

production means least in terms of their low levels of living as thsy

consume the greatest proportion of their products, make fewest purchases,

do most of their woric themselves, and so

Haylor, 0£. cU., pp. 452-458,



CHAPm IX

RKCmXXON

Role of Recreation In Eln Yabroud

Tha value and importance of play in people's lives is one of

the major discoveriss of this generation. We have fovind that the desire

to play is not confined to children, that its value is not limited to

childhood, and that nat\tt*al and constructive pliy must be provided for

aixy individual or ccmcnunity in order to insure a rich or even normal

life. Because of our greater understanding of individual emotions and

social etructures, play is no longer oonsidered merely amusemsnt, nor

is recreation thought to consist only of either sBausement or play.

For an individtial, action that is restrained or disciplined by

ends other than the development of his personality must be described as

woric. That vdiich is sufficiently c^amic to constitute freedom of

action and develoixaent may be temed play« and such freedom is absolutely

essential to the development of personality. Recreation includes the

job of amusesient and the constructive development of play*

furttier in that it consciously re-creates what has been torn down or

1
creates or builds something new in life,

A hi^ degree of organised recreational development in most

eoimaunities is somewhat indicative of a high etandard of living just

^Ibid.. p, 194.
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as the monef income la the mercuzy in a barometer of levels oi living

and vioa versa.

Aeeording to this, the peasant-like life at Ein labroud offers

little recreational activities on lines familiar to the urbanite

which may require time and expenditures. However, it is misleading to

deduct that thegr lead an empty, bleak life due to their desolation and

absence of quick, modem transportation to take th^ to the urbanite

centers for such purposes, whan they are actually bustling with a simple

way of recreation, aaasemsnt and mtertaiiment tailored to suit their

ends and means. A villager, shopping in metropolitan Jerusalem, is in

a hurry to return to the compounds of his birthplace where he knows

eveiybo^ and finds much to amuse him there. He is not interested in

seeing a soccer game or watching streets milling wit^ crowds, a thing

he views unfavorably in comparison to his tranquil village.

Farmsrs receive their i^sical exercise (wozk) in the fields snd

go home with the satisfaction of having perfonnsd their duty towards

their holdings which is truly a thing of Joy to those who enjqy It. An

after-work visit to the madafa (guest house) is imperative fay force of

habit. All mm congregate there to swap their cocperiences of the day,

aneodotes idiich they may have thou^^t of and coRBtents on aay news

received in tlie village tjzroxigh newspapers or the two radio sets owned

by two parties in the village. They often chat, sipping coffee (paid

for by the mcdafa fimds) until it is late in the night and time to go />'

hOBM.
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l^ir sntertaliment is not all oonfined to discussion, as

mazgr of thera are excellent pl^jrers of the flute or rababa (a violin

like instzniment). The music is usually accompanied b/ rhythniio

prose concerning the achievements of some legendary hero as the famsd

'Abu Zeid' and others similar to the cowboy with his banjo and the

hillbilly with his guitar,

Debka,whioh is the national folk-dance (somewhat similar to

square dancing) accompanied by the music of the naya (a flute-like

instnmsnt), is held at any time, although ttey are usually held for

special events such as a marriage, the retixrn of a fellow citizen

from overseas, or for the benefit of guests of distinction.

Women are not outdone in their recreation. They have their own

gatherings in which each girl may dance alone or with another girl in

the ring, while the v.cmen forming the ilng conipose songs on the spur

of the moment to meet the occasion. This is only interrupted with the

applause of eaghareet. The girls dancing in the center perfozm feats

that may match any performanes of girl Jittsrbugers hsrs.

They may place an ibrlq (a clay pitcher with a two inch radius bottom)

on their heads to be assured of balance and symmetzy as they whirl

around delightful// in the circle. Huge torches are carried by aom»

women to shed enthusiasm and light on the participants. The men do

their dancing aromd a bon fire fed on thorns and brush when available.

The dances begin usually at dusk and terminate by lOtOO p.m. to allow

time for rest for the following day's work.
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the madafa Is the village's raeeting place, tdiere each may expose

his intellsotual ware for the benefit of all those present who may in

turn meke their own observations atxi conments, extending to eveiy known

field of knowledge which they can Intelligently discuss,

the rural Arab is a natural bom light-hearted individual. He

is witty and is endowed with a ke«a sense of humor, usually looking

at the sunny side of his problems and, therefore, finding much mnusement

in what may seem to be dull, desolate and routine to an occidental

farmer.

Family men find more to do by staying home after their work is

done, but unless thsy mix or at least make themselves seen as often as

possible at the madafa, they may well e:xpeot to be dubbed as wixien

prisoners as evezy action o£ the individual is oontroUsd by th»

concerted force of public opinion,

A small gathering at the madafa usually msans the presence of

guests elsewhere in the village where the crowd follows, or it might

mean the absence of worthwhile news and events. Bad weather is the

least detriment to their gatherings as l^eir fields beccme inaccessible

for work and hence they can spare more time for their meetings.

After the return of the villagers from their gatherings, they
the membfrs of

usually relay what information they have absorbed to/ythelr households

as they prepare to go to bed. The members of the household, in turn,

transform the news into gossip with whirl-wind speedy enlarging
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th« infcraatlon aaaiqr tiaies its original sise if it dwuld have argr

appeal to their fanqjr*

A football field was set up in 1937 on the on!ly uncultivated

level piece c£ land in the center of the village. This was done oa

the insistence of a visiting '*refonnii^ coEBmittee" composed of

urbanites. The land was used as a football field for one season

before its owner decided to plant it into fruit trees as he could

not benefit from having it converted into a football arena. The com

munity had no bones to pick with him as it was his land; furtheiroore,

they could not see the value of exercise gained from playing ball

when eveiyone in the village who could walk gets more than his share

of exercise while visiting his holdings which are several miles from

the compounds of the village^ or during his trips back and forth to work*

ThxiSy we see that luiless the fanner is convinced of tlie value of

scientific recreation he would likeiy continue to ignore any urbanites

coming to enlighten him on the subject. If he follows their recom

mendations, he does this (Xily to acccxnmodate them while thsy are guests

of the village* Once th<^ are gone, he is glad to forget all about them.

and their innovations*



CHAPTER X

FINDINGS, CCNCLUSIONS AND RECO^IMgNDATIONS

Findings and Conclusions

The findings and conclusions of this study are integrated in

this chapter to present a concise picture of each chapter as dis

cussed in its order throughout this investigation.

The ancestors of the present day inhabitants of Ein labroud

(an ex-R(»aan post) cane originally frc« Arabia proper after pausing

in Trans-Jordan for an uncertain length of time. Their livelihood

was secured as nomads travelling in the Arabian Sahara where thsy

sought water and pasture for themselves and their livestock. Thsy

brought with then to Sin labroud the ascetic customs of the desert

and its moral traditions as well as the empirical esq^erlsnees they

knew. This background together with ̂ at they learned from the remnants

of the Roman cultivators resulted in a new way of life for themselves

and their progeny.

This rural society is divided into three distinct periods

which are the followingt

1. "Hie period of settlement, 67^300 A.D., during \diieh

four tribes tcftaling 169 people settled and became

accustomed to cultivate the soil for a livelihood.



163

2« Th« period of prosperity, 800-1500 A.D., during whiflh

Ar&b (jynast>ie8 and glories were at their height and

this oosBBvinity prospered most.

3» The period of decline, 1516-1914 A.D., during which the

Turk subjugated this coKinunlty and the period was marked

bjr unrest and retrogression in face of Turkish persecution,

4, The period of growth, 1914^1943 A. D,, during which the

population increased rapidly and there was an econosdeal

Improvement under a British Kanda1;e. This growth was

interrupted by a chain of disturbances due to the innova

tion of a Jewish National Home introduced by the mandate

power. In spite of any progress made during this

period, its results were catastrophic*

The influence of foreign dcraination has not been beneficial to

the people and the future is ambigious,

A patriarchal type of family exists on the Arab farm consist

ing usually of three generations in the same household. It is governed

morally ty the will of the clan which is popularly constidered as the

social unit.

The role of the fam wife and mother extends from her household

wozk to that of working in the fields with little time left for her

participation in ccBSBunity activities.

Marriage in this oonnunity is stressed as a socio-economical

affair. The brldtgroc* must pv a dowxy to the family of the bride.
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aon^r Is aaualljr spent (m her trousseau and must be forfeited bgr

the bridegroom in case of dlvoxve.

Ibere is a great demand for all levels of study in Palestine

and schools are inadequately provided in spite of their acknowledged

value.

Some of the nmin defects of the rural school in this comounity

consist of the following}

1, Lack of well-trained and wellf-paid teachers,

2, Absence of any worth vdiile vocational agricultural training,

3, Lack of hygienic facilities in the school,

4, Absence of extra-curricular activities in the school

program,

$, Mo school Ixmch program,

6, Unneoessaiy shortage of school supplies,

Islam is a religlo-social institution and a way of life which

dominates the litres of this community. Its five cardinal pzinciples are

the foUcwii^t

1, The declaration that "there is no God but one God" and

the knowledgm&ent of Mohaamad's messengership,

2, Performance of prayers,

3, Payment of charily tax,

4, Fasting the month of Hamadhan.

5, The pilgrimage to Mecca*

Some of the main problems facing the niral church in this viUags



170

are ths foXlovingt

1. The ImaiB Is unpaid for his effort*

2. Beligious teachers are poorly trained.

3* A near aosque is needed as the presmt one was built in

800 A.D. and has been under sonstant repair erer since*

Health services received by this conmtmity from the govemtent

are confined to vaccination and water purification* There are no other

services offered as the gsvemment eoq}enditures on health are the lowest

in the budget* People must rely on h(Me renBedies before cmsulting a

doctor duo to the distance and expense involved. Their diets are on the

whole fairly good and unknowingly balanced in nutrients. I^egr consume

big quantities of fresh produce in season and their gwieral health levels

are good.

Ths rural econony of the oountzy is divided into two sectors^

Arabic and Jewish. TiM inoam per capita of the Jewish settlers was

five tin»8 as much as the Arab agriculturist in 1936, and two-and-a-

half times as much in 1944. Constant unrest and disturbances are tending

to bring both sector's levels of living down.

'She levels of living in Sin tabroud are similar te those of a

peasant-like life with a self-sufficing typs of farming. Thei^ levels

of living are hlgJwr than what their cash income may IndLcate as they

consume moet of what thsy cxdtivate, and use their own labor.

Their deepest attitudes and loyalties to farming are not those

cf money-making, ̂ ioh characterizes coiaiieroial farming. They cherish
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the ownership of faras and measure their worth in terns of ̂ e rural

1
iragrs of life rather than in terms of monetaiy values,

Hospitality is their creed, but it is excessively practiced l9y

those who can afford it the least, 7he unneoessazy slaughter of live*

stock for guests, weddings, and other oocasions is depleting their stock,

Debka (folk dance), world and local news, gatherings and discussions

supply much of the entertainment and recreation of the villagers.

Kecommendati ons

Ho recQuim«idations to improve the fazmer's lot in this com&unlty

are worth while unless the reeoianendations have the reqtiisites often

overlooked by zwfonoers, These requisites aret first, convincing the

villager of the value of the reeatnaendations involved and the benefits

accruing from their adoption, and second, convincing him of the fact

that they are within his social economical means.

Since he follows a self-sufficing type of farndjqg with little

cash to spare for the consequent rscoioaendatione, it is thotight that

credit cooperatives should be instituted (with outside financial aid)

for the solution of one of his most urgent needs—that of credit.

Consumer and marketing cooperatives can help him purchase his

Vlor, C., eg, cit., p, 523.

vw. . .ft..
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necessities cheaper through the iormrg and to obtain better prices for

his produce h7 tnsans of the latter.

The foUoi^lng things are reeoomended if the finances can be

obtained:

1, Ihe construction of a bakery so that manure could be used

for their fields Instead of burning It In the taboon to

generate heat for bread-baking,

2, The purchase of a transportation vehicle for the use of the

newly Instituted cooperatives to transport their produce

pach^
to the aaz4cet Instead of employing the slow moving^anlmals,

3, The spread of a campaign to dig a well for eveiy home in

the village, ^ object ie to encourage the use of more

water for better hyglonie practices, thus eliminating the

transportation of water In relatively seiall containers from

the village spring, which is two miles from the Immsdlate

compounds of the village,

4, Tbe construction of a small cantMzy to preserve much of the

village's produce for better nutrition during the colder
4 ' ,

months of the year when vegetables and fruits are

unavailable,

5, The construction of a hall for the village youngster's

recreation, whereby Indoor games, movies, si cetera, msy

be made available for their benefit. Also, a field should

be provided for organized outdoor recreation.
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6* Thd sxpansion of sehooX faoilltloB and th« aohool eurrloulua

in order to incltiidd Tocational-agricultural training and

extra-cuiricular activities. Also to stake school attendanca

for all youngsters mandatory,

7, Ihe thorou^ training of a paid religious teacher in theology

to lead a misguided young gmeration divided between

Western liberalisa and Moslem conservatism.

d. The spread of high pressured campaigns against wasteful

social practices involving hospitality^ marriage and

poiygoeor.

9» IRie introduction of adult education with a view towards

constructive thought control, reduction of illiteracy,

information on better nutrition, better crop rotations and

farming methods. Itae program should also include the con

solidation of holdings to produce higher levels and standards

of living.

There is a host of other constructive reeoiananclations to improvo

the social and econaolc conditions of this village, yet it is unwise to

irnp^^memtixtm at a time when the peasant is imprisoned within the confines

of an agricxiltural ̂ jrstsa surrounded with limitations upon which he has

limited control. The absence of governmental aid, demonstration farms

as found in the Tennessee Valley area, dependable rainfall, gainful

non^gricxLLtural «nploymsnt, and electrical power for light and other

purposes are cften discarded by those who criticize the hard working

fellah.
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Hw only hope for Improving the conditions of the inhabitants

of this village is to tackle their problems at their base* It cannot

be reconaended that thqr irrigate in the absence of water, nor could

it be advised that thegr use machineiy even though thegr ntsor purchase

it coiJectively (a thing beyond the means of the individual) without

doing the following: consolidating their holdings, building up the

fertility of the eroded soil, and creating a aarket for their produce.

It is feasible to reeonBiead that they discard some of the wastefiil social

practices, create cocperatives, and adopt the use of fertilizer to

increase their production in view of an increasing population. Fertilizer

should not be difficult to obtain as the Dead Sea, which is rich in

potash and ottier mineral deposits of great value as plant nutrients is

less than fifty miles away from this village.

Ihe time when the villager could satisiy his simple needs and

desires within the confines of his tranquil village is running out at a

comparatively accelerated rate. He is now faced with the cold fact of

displacement or extinction as has already happened in the coastal area

of the countiy in face of an expanding Jswish etate rich in ambition,

money and ams. Unless hs puts his house in order and meets ths Jew

on at least the remotest of equal footing in his levels and standards

of living, he may well expect to share the fate which befell the Red

Indian in North America.
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