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Abstract
In this thesis, I examine the effects of urbanization on the landscape and the people who lived upon it at archaeological site 40KN223 within the Old City in Knoxville, Tennessee. Landscape analysis focuses particularly on the decades from 1850 to 1920 during the birth and growth of the Old City. Amid the rising tides of commercialization, industrialization, and the flood-prone waters of First Creek, residents established a blue-collar neighborhood on the fringe of a substantial African American community. I examine this neighborhood to understand the transformation of landscape under the duress of urbanization. Through this research, I also examine the relationship between urban renewal events of the mid-twentieth century and a similar displacement event at 40KN223 in the early twentieth century to understand the origins of African American removal and displacement on Knoxville’s landscape. I also consider how daily life was impacted by the urbanization process through the study of primary documents, written histories, academic research, and excavated material culture. Through the examination of the effects of the urbanization process on the landscape and the notion of segregating barriers as a result of urbanization, a clearer understanding of urbanization and its effects on the landscape and the people of 40KN223 is better understood (see bjh notes).
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Chapter I
Introduction
Archaeologists study objects excavated from the ground or observed on site to understand cultural phenomena of people who lived in the past. Urban archaeology is, in a general sense, the study of towns and cities through archaeological investigation, analysis, and interpretation. Depending on how the term “urban” is defined, urban archaeology can be applied to various kinds of archaeological contexts including ancient sites like Çatalhöyük in Turkey (Hodder and Cessford 2004), colonial era sites like Charleston, South Carolina (Zierden and Reitz 2016), and sites like those in Knoxville, Tennessee that span from the frontier era into the present-day (Garrow 2000). There are many theoretical approaches, themes, and datasets used to conduct urban archaeological analysis. For this research, critical archaeological theory is used to interpret the site, the data related to it, and any other materials used for this analysis.  A few examples include consumerism and consumer culture (Mullins 2011), ethnic identity and heritage (Baumann 2001), public health (Faberson 2001), foodways (Coxe 1998), and landscape (Young 2001). Theoretical approaches to landscape analysis and interpretation are the foundation of this research. Landscape analysis is not exclusive to urban archaeological study, but the urban environment is an appropriate subject of analysis for the study of urbanization, a process characterized by continuous occupation and a steady evolution of the landscape over time.
Landscape is examined here as a type of artifact. It is studied as a form of material culture that can be analyzed, interpreted, and can provide information about those who lived, worked, and interacted with the environment (Heath, Breen, and Lee 2017:1-4; Majewski and Gaimster 2009:51-53). As a form of material culture, landscape can be analyzed in ways that help researchers contextualize the complexities of living within a dense, diverse, and expanding urban environment. The urban landscape of archaeological site 40KN223 is the subject of analysis for this research. This site is located within the heart of the Old City, an industrial, commercial, and residential sector located in the city of Knoxville, Tennessee, nestled in the Appalachian region of the southeastern United States. The Old City and site 40KN223 are presented here as a case study for an analytical investigation of landscape regarding the development of the urban environment specifically relating to how that development process affected the minority communities living there in the decades ranging from the mid-to-late nineteenth century and into the early twentieth century.
[image: ]
Figure 1. General location of the Old City within Knoxville, Tennessee.
The development of an urban environment, a process referred to here as urbanization, is not always fair and balanced toward the diverse communities living within it. Like many cities in the United States, Knoxville has a troubled history with the urbanization process that resulted in the marginalization and oppression of minority communities and especially the African American community. An accumulation of local and national circumstances over many decades resulted in different forms of oppression and marginalization of minority communities in Knoxville. These forms of oppression are not unique to Knoxville and share similarities to the experiences of minority communities in other urban environments in the United States. For example, a lack of consumer choice when purchasing land or renting a home, whether due to a lack of economic stability or due to racist or classist housing practices, is an example of a local circumstance in Knoxville that played a part in its urbanization process. The Housing Act of 1949, an example of a form of structural oppression of minority communities, also played an important role in the urbanization process in many cities, including Knoxville. The 1949 Housing Act legislation greatly impacted the landscape of Knoxville, the Old City, and even site 40KN223 and, more importantly, severely damaged the African American community there through the destruction of neighborhoods and Black heritage which resulted in the displacement of thousands of Black residents. I explore urban renewal as a concept and as a tool of oppression in this research because of its impact on the urban landscape and the Black community. In the case of site 40KN223, I examine the theme of urban renewal through the analysis of its landscape due to a removal and displacement event in 1914 that has much in common with the urban renewal events commonplace in the United States nearly half a century later.
In sum, this research analyzes the urban landscape of the Old City and of site 40KN223 so that the effects of the urbanization process on the minority community living on the landscape of site 40KN223 can be better understood. By understanding the processes involved in urban renewal, we can trace how these processes became tools of oppression within the context of the historical narrative of Knoxville, Tennessee.

Literature Review
Landscape is a fundamental subject of archaeological research. At its most basic level, landscape represents the spatial context in which archaeological deposits are encountered. At its most complex levels, landscape is studied as an artifact with the potential to answer research questions pertaining to abstract cultural concepts like race, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, gender, and, in the case of this research, urbanization. Here, landscape is conceptualized as a material object capable of illuminating human cultural phenomena based on the notion that humans interacted with landscape and utilized it for some cultural purpose. (Elaborate on Landscape and landscape archaeology. Expand into a small lit review, no more than a few pages)
Archaeological studies, for example, have shown how symbolic meaning can be articulated through carefully constructed colonial landscapes. From 1930 to 1931, the colonial gardens of the Governor’s Palace in Williamsburg, Virginia became the site of the first instance of landscape archaeology in the United States. The gardens were interpreted as a communicative device meant to convey a sense of power on the part of the elite owner; the meticulous, geometric design of the gardens contrasted with the chaotic presence of nature surrounding the property which was meant to suggest that the elite landowner possessed a symbolic power and measure of control over the landscape to those who visited the gardens (Baugher and De Cunzo 2002:71-72). 
In Knoxville, landscape archaeology can be used in a similar manner for understanding cultural phenomena. Settlement patterns of white- and blue-collar residents, as well as locational patterns of commerce and industry have been analyzed through the lens of Knoxville’s landscape (Young 1993). Archaeological excavations in Knoxville have also been studied to determine where on the landscape future digs should be focused (Garrow 2001:192-216). Why did I write this? What else did Garrow focus on? There have been a number of master’s theses written about various aspects of Knoxville’s landscape. One was written on the study of public health laws and regulations relative to the implementation of public infrastructure and the physical placement of privies (among other topics) during the turn of the twentieth century (Faberson 2001). Another focused on the development of carriage houses and transportation trends (Gomez 2005), while yet another studied patterns of the development of shotgun housing in Knoxville (VonToal 1998). While not entirely focused on landscape, a thesis was written on the history of sex-workers in Knoxville which examined their placement on the landscape and how that changed over time (Thompson 2020). A final thesis, the earliest of those studied for this research, was submitted in 1919 which analyzed survey data on housing conditions of Knoxville’s working-class and the overall black community (Welles 1919).

Urban Archaeology, Landscape, and Urbanization
By trying to understand how the landscape was transformed during the post-bellum years of the nineteenth century and into the early twentieth century via the process of urbanization, the goal of this research is to better understand how Knoxville’s minority and immigrant communities lived and worked upon the landscape of the Old City and at archaeological site 40KN223.
[image: Diagram
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Figure 1. Sanborn Fire Insurance map circa 1884. The study area, site 40KN223, highlighted in red.

During the 1880s, Knoxville experienced an economic boom due to the success of the railroad which transported freight necessary to keep local businesses open and delivered passengers in need of a meal, lodging, and perhaps other consumer goods. For those who arrived in Knoxville by train, the Old City, or the “Bowery” as it was known locally during that time, was there to greet them. The railroad not only supplied the commercial businesses along Central Street but also fueled the industrial manufacturing and distribution economy along Jackson Avenue. The booming economy brought jobs which led to residential development in the area, particularly in Irish Town (north of the railroad tracks) and in Cripple Creek (along and east of First Creek). 
Individually, these phenomena can be seen as natural consequences of the railroad, a result of Knoxville becoming a vital stop on an ever-growing nexus of railroad destinations. However, viewed as a whole the constant flow of passengers and visitors, the growing commercial and industrial sectors, the implementation of municipal infrastructure, the growing need for labor, and the development of housing for those laborers these phenomena can be seen as processes of urbanization. 
Defining the terms “urban” or “urbanization” is troublesome due to their somewhat abstract nature. What makes something urban? Do tall buildings in close proximity create the urban environment? Could it be the infrastructure that provides running water, sewage disposal, electricity, or reliable roads? Perhaps the density of people living per square mile dictates whether space is considered urban or not. Ortman et al. (2020) argue that it is the kinds of social interactions and networks that make an environment urban rather than the physical structures and infrastructures. There are many ways to define the term but there does not seem to be any agreement on which definition is the best fit. Smith (2020) offers a solution to this dilemma by defining the term on a case-by-case basis based on the research questions being asked. This approach may be the best way forward for my research. The proposed research questions are detailed below but the term “urbanization” is defined here. For the purposes of this research urbanization will be defined as a process by which the landscape is transformed or interacted with by people seeking a particular goal relating to commerce, industry, and/or residential development (I need to re-evaluate how I am defining this term; it is too general). In the case of 40KN223, the urbanization process was driven by the growing commercial ecosystem along Central Street, the industrial sector along Jackson Avenue, and the residential settlement patterns relating to the shotgun housing neighborhood in the midst of these evolving sectors. Understanding the ways in which these spaces were negotiated and perceived by the people living in and around them are a primary focus. 
Through the study of the urban landscape of Knoxville’s Old City, the effects of rapid urbanization upon an area inhabited by minoritized communities and blue-collar laborers within a fast-growing commercial sector and an expanding industrial environment will be better understood. Analysis and interpretation of primary documents, secondary historical sources and artifacts relating to the minority communities living upon this landscape who were directly affected by the urbanization process will allow for a general understanding of their lifeways and a greater understanding of how urbanization affected the quality of life for minority communities as well as how urban renewal can determine where minority groups can and cannot live upon the landscape (I need to break this sentence down more and specify exactly what I want to learn about).
Research Questions
I propose three primary research questions. Each question is explicitly stated and followed by a short discussion of why it is relevant to the research.
Research Question I
In what ways has the landscape of the Old City and of site 40KN223 been transformed by the urbanization process from circa 1791 to the present day? (This is a “how” question. Very broad, I need to offer some hypotheses to narrow down what I’m going to consider.) How has imbued meaning upon the landscape changed over time?
For this research, I studied the landscape of the Old City to understand how and why the process of urbanization influenced its transformation. The visible landscape of the Old City prior to the 1850s consisted of marshy bottomland characterized by First Creek and Flag Pond which would become a landscape of commercial structures, industrial factories, and residential housing a few decades later.
Where people chose to build certain types of structures upon this landscape was negotiated through the urbanization process and it is through the analysis of the historical narrative from the landscape perspective that this negotiation can be understood. In doing so, certain hypotheses or targeted questions can be asked. Why did minority groups gravitate towards this landscape for work or residency? Is it possible that the industrial factories, abundance of saloons and the presence of sex workers created a stigma that resulted in white flight or white avoidance altogether? These questions and perhaps more may be answered in studying the relationships between people, landscape, and the process of urbanization.

Research Question II
In what ways has the urbanization process affected minoritized communities and working-class residents of the Old City and of site 40KN223?
Urbanization during the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in the Old City was primarily driven by industrial growth through the exploitation of natural resources in and around Knox County, exportation of agricultural goods, and the importation and exportation of consumer goods, all of which was made possible via the railroad (Wheeler 2005:18). The jobs created by this new industrial economy were mostly blue-collar labor provided by the various industrial manufacturers, wholesale warehouses, and railroad depots. Therefore, the Old City attracted blue-collar workers who were demographically comprised of a mixture of whites and minority groups. 
The industrial growth seen in the Old City is a result of urbanization which attracted blue-collar minority groups to the area and the urbanization process continued to influence and shape the lives of those people. This research question seeks to generally understand the role urbanization played in the lives of blue-collar minority groups and specifically those living on the landscape of site 40KN223. 
[Expand on this once I have a better understanding of exactly which aspects of their lives I can talk about]

Research Question III
Was First Creek thought of as and/or used as a segregating barrier to separate the working class and/or minority communities from the core downtown area?
Social inequality, an enduring theme of archaeological research, manifests through social and systemic means, especially in urban environments. In Knoxville, social inequality was present right from the start. After Knoxville’s founding, the first minoritized community was the Black community. This community was made up of enslaved people brought by many of the founding families (Rothrock 1946:308). The frontier lifestyle in Knoxville was harsh due to the heightened tensions between the settlers and the Native Americans in the area as well as the geographical isolation within the Appalachian Mountains. These factors lessened the social divide between whites and black slaves, however the inequal caste system established by the master and slave dynamic still existed (I need to cite this claim and elaborate on what these factors lessened from; ie social relations between Whites and enslaved Blacks in other contexts). 
As urbanization continued, the settlement patterns of the Black community began to take shape. (Mention here that slavery had formally ended and elaborate on how that affected community growth). By 1870, the majority of the Black community lived on the eastern side of First Creek (see Figure XX). This trend began because the land near First Creek was more affordable than other parts of the landscape due to the hazardous flooding of the creek during rainy seasons making it a less desirable area to live. However, as time progressed white flight from lower East Knoxville provided opportunities for the blue-collar citizens (does this include both White and Black people?) and the overall Black community to extend southward towards the river, renting the houses from the former owners. By the 1920s, the entirety of the East Knoxville landscape east of First Creek was comprised of blue-collar workers, poverty-stricken citizens, and the overall (need to clarify that this was the largest concentration of Black residents; there were Black residents living in other parts of the city) Black community (Greene 1997:168).
The research question, then, is framed in a way that asks if First Creek was thought of or used as a barrier to segregate Black (and blue collar?) residents and keep them from occupying the core of the city as well as West Knoxville, where many of Knoxville’s wealthy citizens lived. Perhaps this phenomenon is coincidental, but it seems that social inequality may have manifested in a segregating barrier which took the form of one of Knoxville’s most prominent (and infamous) first major natural landmarks: First Creek.
Segregating Barriers
Segregating barriers are defined here as physical objects, whether human-made or naturally occurring, that were utilized as a barrier between groups of people (Need to see if there are other definitions of this term and cite them). Their presence has been a part of Knoxville’s landscape since at least the mid-twentieth century. During this time, urban renewal projects reshaped landscapes of cities across the United States because these projects were partially funded by the federal government. These urban renewal projects were the result of a national housing shortage to which the remedy was to remove unsafe or sub-standard housing so that new housing or public infrastructure could be constructed. “Slums” or “blighted” parts of the landscape were targeted, most of which were occupied by minoritized groups and working class communities. As a result, these communities were removed from the landscape and displaced to low-rent housing projects elsewhere. In the case of Knoxville, the newly constructed housing happened to be farther east from the downtown core.
Although “slums” were targeted for removal as early as 1938 in Knoxville, large-scale clearance did not occur until a decade later (Gray and Adams 1976:120). From the 1950s to the 1970s, three massive urban renewal projects occurred. The first was the Lakefront-Willow Avenue project which took place from 1954 to 1967. The goal of this project was to clear sub-standard housing along the First Creek valley from the river to Willow Avenue (which happens to run along the south side of site 40KN223). One of Knoxville’s largest Black communities lived and worked in the First Creek valley and the landscape to the immediate east of the valley. As a result of this project, over 2,500 families were displaced, 2,700 structures demolished, 15 Black churches were either destroyed or forced to relocate, and over 100 Black businesses were closed or severely affected (Booker 2017:113-116; Beck Cultural Exchange Center).
The Mountain View and Morningside projects resulted in the redevelopment of the East Knoxville landscape for public use. These projects included the construction of Hall of Fame Drive, Summit Hill Drive, the Knoxville Civic Coliseum, and the Downtown Business Loop (now known as the James White Parkway) that now runs through the First Creek valley. Today, the majority of the Black community that once called the valley their home now lives on the eastern side of the parkway. While the parkway itself does provide a useful means of transportation from the north end of the city to the southern end and beyond, it also happens to be an imposing obstacle for the residents of east Knoxville to cross in order to get to the downtown core. No pedestrian bridges exist; instead citizens have to cross no less than four lanes of traffic and then walk along sidewalks placed on two busy overpasses to reach the downtown area. Robert Booker (2017) goes as far to say that the parkway represents a physical barrier between downtown Knoxville and the black community. I agree with Booker that this parkway operates as a segregating barrier between Knoxville’s downtown area and the residents of east Knoxville, and I argue that this pattern was present long before the construction of the parkway.
The First Creek valley and the land immediately east of it (referred to hereafter by its local nickname “The Bottom”) began to be occupied by minority and working-class folk after the railroad was introduced to Knoxville in 1855 due, primarily, to the relative proximity of the industrial jobs and cheap housing in the area. Minoritized groups and the working-class occupied both north and east Knoxville but by 1870 the majority of Black residents lived in east Knoxville on the eastern bank of First Creek.
[image: ]
Figure XX. African American Residences ca 1870 (Young 1993:40).
First Creek was notorious for frequent flooding and presented a dangerous obstacle during rainy seasons (Gray and Adams 1976:69; Neely 2019:2). Furthermore, the creek had a negative reputation as a source of disease (Neely 2019:11-12). I argue that there is more than just coincidence between the areas of Knoxville’s landscape upon which the Black community lived and the difficult obstacles that inhibited their access to the city proper. Therefore, it may be plausible to consider First Creek as a similar segregating barrier as the James White Parkway that both literally and figuratively separated Knoxville’s cityscape and the Black community as early as the 1870s.

Archaeological Excavations in Knoxville
Archaeological investigations in Knoxville began in the early 1980s as parts of the downtown landscape were in the process of being redeveloped (Garrow 2001:193). Excavations have consistently focused on the downtown area with a few exceptions dotted around the cityscape (see Figure XX). An area lacking in archaeological investigation is the Old City, as well as the First Creek valley. This can mainly be attributed to fact that urban archaeology did not occur in Knoxville until the 1980s, well after urban renewal efforts destroyed any possibility of archaeological investigations occurring on the majority of the landscape Need to clarify that damage was done but sites like 40KN223 are more important now to the history of the Black/East Knoxville communities). There is one site in the First Creek valley, 40KN314, that underwent a phase III investigation but the report was never finished. The site became the Knoxville Area Transit Center after the excavations were concluded. 
[Insert Picture of Knoxville with all known archaeological sites plotted]
Two other sites were excavated on the periphery of the urban renewal projects along the riverfront: the Lakefront-Willow Avenue and Mountain View projects. On the eastern side of the mouth of First Creek is site 40KN149, which was used since 1797 for industrial, commercial, and residential purposes (Greene 1997). While the site area dates to 1797, the two blocks excavated in 1996 and 1997 date to the mid nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. One block revealed materials and features related to industrial activity spanning 125 years, while the other block contained residential remains from the 1860s to the 1960s. The residential occupation began with the upper class in the 1860s who fled the city around the turn of the century to other areas such as West Knoxville (Fort Sanders). Subsequently, working class renters, members of the Black community, occupied this area. Urban renewal erased these houses from the landscape by the 1960s. The other site, 40KN152, was located to east of the previous site and was excavated as a phase II project. The site dates from the mid-nineteenth century up to the year of excavation (1995). It was first settled during the suburbanization of the eastern landscape of Knoxville in an area called Flint Hill and is situated on top of four residential lots along East Hill Avenue previously occupied by middle-to-upper class residents from the 1870s to the 1940s (Kim and Duggan 1996).  
Excavations in the Old City did not occur until 2019 when site 40KN223 was excavated as a part of a phase III investigation. So far, this site is the only archaeological investigation to be conducted in the Old City. Comparisons between these sites proved useful when interpreting the archaeological assemblages and features (see Chapter V).


Chapter II
Historical Context
East Tennessee from 12,000 B.C. to A.D. 1568
The landscape of East Tennessee was home to Native Americans at least as far back in time as 12,000 B.C. (Chapman 1985:32). Archaeological investigations conducted in this area and in the greater eastern United States have resulted in a partitioning of different cultural phases determined by extensive analysis and interpretation of excavated material culture beginning as far back as the late nineteenth century (Thomas 1894). These eras generally refer to Native American occupation in the southeastern United States and include the Paleo-Indian period (12,000 B.C. – 8,000 B.C.), Archaic period (8,000 B.C. – 900 B.C.), Woodland period (900 B.C. – A.D. 900), Mississippian period (A.D. 900 – A.D 1600), and the Historic or Post-European Contact period (A.D. 1600 – Present Day) (Chapman 1985:32-99). It was not until A.D. 1568 that Native Americans living in East Tennessee encountered European colonizers. From 1566 to 1568, the expedition of Hernando DeSoto found its way into the home of the Cherokee people who had laid claim to roughly 40,000 acres of land across a landmass that reaches the borders of at least eight states (Chapman 1985:97-99) (Need to confirm that these people were of the Cherokee Nation).
Add a paragraph or two here—what do we know about the occupation of the area that is now Knoxville in the deep past? How did Indigenous people use this area? Did relationships between the Cherokee and other Indigenous groups contribute to the Euro-American’s decision to settle here? Was this a “no man’s land” or a land where fur traders and other early explorers had established alliances with local tribes?
Can you provide a paragraph or two that segways from the 1500s to the late 1700s?
The Frontier Town of Knoxville: 1786-1830
As a result of the American Revolutionary War, the state of North Carolina in 1783 ceded land to the United States government which included the land now known as Tennessee. Spearheaded by Governor William Blount, the “Land-Grab Act” of 1783-1784 was enacted which allowed purchases of land at a cost of ten pounds for every one hundred acres. James White, recognized as Knoxville’s founder, took advantage of the opportunity, and purchased the land upon which Knoxville developed. Three years later in 1786 White constructed a fort, which still stands to this day (albeit relocated from its original location), signifying formal settlement of the area. White’s fort was one of several in the countryside although not much is known about their use. It is possible that they were used as places of refuge and trade by settlers traveling along and settling within the Appalachian landscape (Young 1993:12). By 1791 the settlement established by White was officially recognized as the capital of the territory by Governor Blount and was named Knoxville in recognition of the then Secretary of War Henry Knox (MacArthur 1976:1-8).
Over the following half-century Knoxville grew slowly due in large part to the challenging and constrictive mountainous Appalachian terrain. The industrial economy of this frontier town was small compared to what it would become roughly one century later. In the early decades, industrial ventures were geared towards local citizens and nearby farmsteads in the surrounding countryside (Young 1993:21). The Holston (Tennessee) River provided a convenient means for importing and exporting goods to the west and south but natural barriers like the rapids of Muscle Shoals in Alabama prevented large-scale freight transportation. These obstacles remained a problem until the 1930s when the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) began to improve riverine transportation routes (Patton 1976:179-183). 
Without the river to provide easy access to imported and exported goods, the creeks of Knoxville were used to manufacture various goods on a local scale. (Abby Naunheimer 2012: imported British Ceramics were ubiquitous in the early 19th century; imported goods were definitely a thing)
Early Knoxvillians settled First, Second, and Third Creek, with First Creek being the most densely occupied. Farmstead dwellings and industrial structures, including a water-driven mill constructed by James White (Young 1993:15) lined its banks. Other early industries included a blacksmith as well as a tanyard which operated on Second Creek (Young 1993:21). Taverns and small retail stores comprised the commercial sector until the late 1830s when the first wholesale business was opened (Deaderick 1976:410). In 1842, prominent reverend Thomas W. Humes stated that, of the roughly forty structures in Knoxville in 1796, five were taverns, four were stores, and one structure housed the printing equipment and office for the Knoxville Gazette (Young 1993:19). For 64 years from the city’s founding in 1791, Knoxville remained a frontier town.

From Frontier Town to Commercial Center: 1830 – 1850
As Knoxville continued to grow slowly, the commercial and industrial sectors continued to provide goods and services for the local population of the township and of east Tennessee. From 1815 to 1850, industrial manufacturing focused on the production of “leather, leather goods, wagons, carriages, iron, and spirits” (Gray and Adams 1976:73). The character of the township remained locally driven and geographically isolated but that was beginning to change as less agricultural land was available for new farmstead families to settle upon.
Young (1993) provides a succinct description of how the urban middle class formed in Knoxville during this critical transitional period between frontier settlement and growing township. The author notes that as farmstead families grow from generation to generation there is less land to pass down to the sons of those families to head farmsteads of their own. Many people who were unable to farm moved to town and into the emerging middle class. Higher education could be provided to produce citizens who specialized in banking, medicine, law, governmental positions, education, and commercial management. For the less wealthy, occupational options ranged from apprenticeships in various trades to small commercial ventures and clerk positions. Importantly, Young (1993:23-24) notes that there was a shift “from household level subsistence to an economy characterized more and more on consumption of mass-produced factory goods.” This shift became most pronounced when the railroad finally arrived in the mid-nineteenth century, which finally allowed for large-scale freight and passenger transportation. 
By 1855, the conveniences of the locomotive railroad had already reached many American towns and cities which allowed for safer and faster transportation of people and, more importantly, freight across long distances. Railroad tycoons needed a destination between the southern and northeastern states and Knoxville, geographically speaking, fulfilled that requirement (re-word this sentence: Railroad tycoons needed this to do what?). The only issue holding railroad construction back was, ironically, the geography. The Appalachian Mountains proved to be a complicated and costly puzzle to solve for railroad construction. Nevertheless, the tracks of the East Tennessee and Virginia line snaked their way towards Knoxville with the help of Irish immigrant laborers fleeing from the Potato Famine in the 1850s (Neely 2019:13-14). Finally, in 1855 Knoxville was scheduled to join the sprawling network. The only issue was figuring out where to put the train station and depot. The logical choice had it located directly adjacent to the downtown area, Knoxville’s beating heart. The problem was that downtown was situated on the top of a large hill, making the construction of bridges and trusses for the railroad necessary. Future expansion, with new lines and depots, would require significant costs in time and resources (Neely 2019:14).
To solve this problem, Knoxville leadership looked downward from their hilltop vantage point towards a swampy area of land around the northern end of First Creek that was minimally developed or settled. In 1852, the land was annexed, and work began to transform the swampy mire into a suitable landscape for railroad access (Neely 2019:14). After 64 years, June 22, 1855, the town was at last prepared for a new economic anchor which arrived in the form of an East Tennessee and Virginia locomotive. The railroad served as the driving force for the development of the landscape that would eventually become known as the Old City.
While the economic potential provided by the railroad certainly impacted Knoxville positively, bringing travelers and freight, industrial growth, as well as infrastructural improvements, it did not have a chance to fully take root because six years later the country, and Knoxville itself, was embroiled in the American Civil War. Knoxville remained a frontier town for just a little while longer.
In the wake of the war, a metaphorical kindling composed of abundant natural resources, an untapped nexus of railroads for the movement of freight, and a growing population of laborers collected in Knoxville (Wheeler 2005:8). A spark of flame was all that was needed for Knoxville to become consumed by the wildfire that was industrialization, commercialization, and urbanization.
That flame is described by Wheeler (2005) as the New South Movement. He describes Knoxville during this time as being a prime candidate for the movement, which was a driving force behind the city’s post-war growth. Put simply, this movement was led by businessmen and entrepreneurs who sought to fill the economic vacuum left by the downfall of the southern plantation economy by investing money and resources into southern towns so that commercial and industrial economies could grow and flourish. In the case of Knoxville, these elites recognized the potential of substantial economic growth provided by the railroads which connected it to the deep south, east coast, and northern parts of the eastern United States (Wheeler 2005:6-7). Although the railroad arrived in 1855, its true potential was not realized until the early 1880s.

The City of Knoxville: 1850-1920
From the 1780s to the 1880s, Knoxville lived and breathed as a frontier settlement and slow-growing township. In fact, until 1880, the population never rose above 10,000 people. By 1890, the population ballooned to more than 22,000, and by 1920, the population had risen to over 77,000 inhabitants. (Deaderick 1976:74). It is within the crucible of Old City, and temporally situated during Knoxville’s frontier death and explosive rebirth into an Appalachian urban sprawl from the 1880s onward, that this research takes place.
	The urbanization process is a defining factor in the evolution of Knoxville from a small township into a city proper. While the landscape of Knoxville had always been transformed by urban forces, the difference in the scale of urbanization in Knoxville before 1850 and after 1850 is the focus of this research. Depending on how the term is defined, it can be argued that Knoxville has always been influenced by urbanization. For the purposes of this research, the process is defined relative to the ways in which the landscape is transformed or interacted with by people seeking a particular goal relating to commerce, industry, and/or residential development. Therefore, under this definition Knoxville has always been influenced by urbanization because the landscape of the township has always been transformed under the established criteria. However, it is the difference in the scale of urbanization in Knoxville pre-1850 and post-1850 that this research is focused on understanding. (this is all redundant; I have already said this earlier in the draft).
Before the mid-nineteenth century, urbanization in Knoxville was stunted by its geographical isolation, which resulted in a township economy that catered to the local population. Consequently, characteristics typically associated with the urbanization process were absent. Infrastructural utilities, for example, did not begin to materialize until after the arrival of the railroad in 1855. Access to natural gas for streetlamps was established in 1856, the telegraph arrived three years later in 1859, and Knoxvillians received the luxury of telephone communications in 1880. It was not until 1883 when Knoxville finally had running water, and subsequently a functioning sewage removal system (Brewer 1976:145-146). Suburbanization, a byproduct of urbanization, also did not fully manifest until after 1850.

Origins and Trends of Suburbanization in Knoxville
The beginnings of suburbanization in Knoxville first appear during the middle of the nineteenth century, notably around the time of the arrival of the East Tennessee and Virginia (ETV&G) railroad in 1855. The landscape around the railroad and its depots became increasingly industrialized, presumably to keep transportation of freight and industrial materials short and efficient. New industrial jobs attracted blue collar or working-class people, which necessitated the construction of residential areas close to industrial complexes. 
	Before the days of the railroad, residential housing was relatively contained within the natural boundaries of First and Second Creek, but as the railroad approached the township, residential development began to progress eastward and northward (Gray and Adams 1976:83). The land surrounding the city was owned by the descendants of the founding families of Knoxville. As the city expanded, these Knoxvillians either sold, deeded, or gifted parcels of land to the city, many of which were used for the purpose of suburbanization.
In 1853, East Knoxville became Knoxville’s first suburb. Three prominent Knoxvillian landowners divided 142 acres of land east of First Creek into lots to be sold for residential development (Rothrock 1972:493). Residential occupation must have taken root rather quickly, as only three years later the area was formally established as its own municipality, the City of East Knoxville, separate from Knoxville (Booker 2014:1). The other contender for Knoxville’s earliest suburb was known as Shieldstown. Sometime prior to 1859, this residential neighborhood was designed and laid out by John Shields, and was located roughly half a mile east of Central Avenue in the general vicinity of contemporary Old City (Neely 2019:20). Other suburbs cropped up along the boundaries of the city as time progressed. 
The trend of prominent Knoxvillian landowners selling, deeding, or gifting tracts of land to the city seems to have been commonplace from the mid-nineteenth century and into the early twentieth century. These tracts are referred to as additions and were named after the person or persons responsible for their transference to the city. These additions were Knoxville’s early suburbs. The names were useful for referring to specific areas of the landscape by the locals and are especially prominent on Sanborn maps (see Figure XX). Fort Sanders, for example, is an area west of the downtown area and was originally referred to as White’s Addition and Ramsey’s Addition until 1898 when the two additions were annexed by the city. Afterward, the area was referred to as West Knoxville until it finally became known as Fort Sanders sometime in the twentieth century. East Knoxville, before its establishment as a municipality, was known as the Nelson, Swan, and Mabry Addition. 
[Insert picture of Sanborn map with Additions shown]
As people moved from the core of Knoxville beyond the city limits to populate these residential additions, it was common for these areas to become their own communities. Many of these communities were even established with their own municipal governmental structures which resulted in the formation of multiple, smaller cities surrounding the city of Knoxville. East Knoxville was incorporated far earlier than the other municipalities of Knoxville on 22 February 1856 and was composed of three wards (Booker 2014:1). This municipality lasted thirteen years before it was annexed by Knoxville, and it started the trend of suburbanization on the landscape east of First Creek. McGhee’s Addition, located in North Knoxville, was part of an industrial community called Mechanicsville, which was incorporated into the Knoxville city proper in 1883. In 1897, the towns of North Knoxville and West Knoxville were incorporated (Kelley 1976:243). There are other communities and municipalities that underwent the same process of residential suburbanization and eventual incorporation into the city of Knoxville. North and east of East Knoxville was a township called Park City, incorporated in 1907. Mountain View, a municipal township established in 1909, rested in the area south of East Knoxville near the riverfront. The Bottom (also known as Cripple Creek) was not a municipal entity but was part of Park City and Mountain View and served as the heart of Knoxville’s Black community in and around the First Creek valley (Booker 2014:9-17). This process of suburbanization continued until the early twentieth century when in 1917 the city performed the largest annexation yet, which included municipal corporations of Oakwood, Lonsdale, Mountain View, Park City, and some areas of the landscape south of the river (see Figure XX).  As the twentieth century progressed, the widespread adoption of the automobile changed how the suburbanization process operated in Knoxville.
[Insert map of annexations?]
By the turn of the twentieth century, the automobile had become a more common mode of transportation across the United States and over the course of the first half of the new century, suburbanization happened in cities everywhere. With more affordable automobiles that made commuting to work easier, and more affordable housing located in suburban landscapes, suburbanization became commonplace as the twentieth century progressed (Kopecky and Suen 2010). Knoxville is no different, with satellite suburban communities located across Knox County today. 

The Old City
Before the landscape was developed, the most defining characteristic of the Old City was its geography. Today, the landscape is obscured by Interstate 40 (hereafter referred to as I-40) and the James White Parkway, but during the mid-nineteenth century this area was a swampy lowland characterized by the crooked bend of First Creek and a body of water known as Flag Pond. In the early days of settlement, First Creek was used as a source of power for mills, as well as a sewage system (Neely 2019:9-10). Both First and Second Creeks represented the eastern and western boundaries of Knoxville respectively and were especially prone to flooding when the Holston River waters rose from excessive rainfall. First Creek was notorious for destructive flooding, which was enough to warrant the adjacent street to be named Water Street, which would be renamed later as Crozier and finally Central. The landscape was a metaphorical ebb and flow of swampland and flood-zone, effectively preventing development of the modern Old City. 
By the time the railroad arrived in 1855, not much had changed in the immediate landscape. The railroad station was built north of downtown, perpendicular to Gay Street, avoiding the flood-prone landscape altogether (see Figure XX). 
During the Civil War, the creek was used as a defensive measure, having been dammed to further increase the amount of water in the area, effectively blocking enemy soldiers from entering the city from the northeast. Not until after the war had ended did Knoxvillians begin to start building in this area.
[image: Map
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Figure XX: American Civil War era map circa 1864 showing Old City geography (reference).
Due to the hazardous and unpredictable nature of the flood-zone, the land was cheap. The railroad offered opportunities for work and industrial growth, so it makes sense that the area was first settled by blue collar workers and industrial businesses in the years leading up to the 1880s.
The Irish laborers who helped bring the railroad to Knoxville were some of the first residents of the Old City, alongside freedmen also looking for work and affordable land to settle (Neely 2019:28).
Much of the landscape at the heart of the modern Old City, the city blocks around the intersection of Central Street and Jackson Avenue, was originally home to one of the first major industrial businesses in the area. Burr and Terry’s sawmill remained there for two decades from 1867 to 1887, although by 1887 the lumber business was no longer as profitable as it had been in the late 1860s, having been supplanted by newer forms of industry. More importantly, the closure of the sawmill proved to be the catalyst for the explosive growth that the Old City would see in the late 1880s through to the turn of the century. Previously, the sawmill had prevented West Jackson Avenue from connecting with East Jackson (then called Hardee Avenue), a vital thoroughfare that linked Central Avenue, and therefore the Old City, to Gay Street, Knoxville’s primary commercial artery (Neely 2019:65).
[Generally discuss the nature of the Old city, its timeline, major industries]

Minoritized Communities and Urbanization in the Old City
	The Old City was attractive to minoritized communities in its early years due to a growing need for manual laborers in the industrial and commercial sectors. Property and housing in the area was cheap which allowed blue collar workers to live close to their jobs (Neely 2019:28;40). The first minoritized group to live in the Old City were Irish immigrants fleeing from the Irish Potato Famine. Technically, they were associated with the Old City before it existed because they were an essential source of labor for the construction of the railroad in the early 1850s and settled there once the tracks reached Knoxville (Neely 2019:13). After the Civil War, most freedmen in Tennessee lived and worked in the countryside but many moved to cities like Knoxville seeking work and a place to call home (Lamon 1981:37). The land along First Creek was among the cheapest in the area but for many minoritized and immigrant folk this land was all that was affordable. The crooked bend of the creek parallel to Hardee Avenue (Jackson Avenue) became a major area of concentration for the Black community and even earned its own nickname: Cripple Creek (Neely 2019:51). (ive already mentioned the cripple creek before; define it earlier as the place with the bend and take the definition out here)
	Urbanization in the Old City radiated along its major arteries: Central Street (also called Water and Crozier) and Jackson Avenue (Hardee Avenue). Central Street runs along the eastern edge of downtown Knoxville beside First Creek from the river to the Old City. Commercial businesses and shops from the downtown area crept northward along Central as the Old City grew. Jackson Avenue, meanwhile, became the street along which industrial and wholesale businesses thrived. The first corner of this “crippled” or crooked part of First Creek borders the study area of archaeological site 40KN223. At 40KN223 the commercial sector of Central Street acted as the western boundary, the industrial sector of Jackson Avenue bounded the north, and the waters of First Creek acted as a physical boundary to the east and south. Tucked away in the middle of this area was a small blue collar neighborhood comprised of shotgun houses. The neighborhood was of mixed ethnicity for the first eleven years of its existence. The demographic makeup of the neighborhood transitioned into a majority Black neighborhood after and became part of the larger Cripple Creek Black community. 
[Insert picture of Cripple Creek/Old City with 40KN223 highlighted]
	There were other minority groups living in the Old City during this time too. Immigrants of the Jewish faith as well as people from Lithuania and Greece called the Old City home but the most dominant groups in terms of population density were the Irish and Black communities (Neely 2019). Irish Town, a densely packed area of the Old City where Irish residents lived, was located just north of the railroad tracks while Cripple Creek, home to a significant proportion of African Americans, was located along the banks of First Creek. As time progressed from the 1880s to the early 1920s, the Old City gradually became home to more and more members of the Black community due primarily to changes in legislation that constrained the local economy (Prohibition closed saloons and prostitution was made illegal). Many of the white minorities (those who were Irish, Greek, or Jewish) had an easier time obtaining wealth and prosperity, which led to white flight from the Old City, leaving behind a landscape composed of a majority Black residential population. By the 1920s the Cripple Creek area of the Old City was known as “The Bottom” (Neely 2019:162-163).

Urban Renewal
	The term “urban renewal” originates from a piece of legislation enacted in the late 1940s that promoted Federally funded demolition projects targeted towards housing structures deemed unsafe or unfit to live in. The Housing Act of 1949 allowed local municipalities access to Federal funding for urban renewal projects across the United States. The goals of this act were threefold: to combat housing shortages, to demolish unsafe or low-quality housing, and to create new housing of higher quality and standardization (Eighty-First Congress of the United States of America:413). The goals of this legislation seem noble on paper, but in practice they have been used to marginalize and oppress minority groups (Booker 2017; Neely 2019; Mullins 2006; Victoria 2015). (The text in red was already stated on page 23)
An important note here is that the legislative document justified the demolition of “sub-standard” housing if the housing in question qualified as a “slum” or a “blight” on the landscape. Nowhere in the document were these terms explicitly defined. The ambiguous nature of what made a structure “slum-like” or “blighted” left a considerable grey area affecting minoritized communities disproportionately. 
Knoxville leadership in 1958 initiated three urban renewal projects: The Lakefront-Willow Avenue project, the Mountain View project, and the James White Parkway project at an estimated cost of over thirty million dollars, a third of which was to be paid by the Federal Government. These projects demolished over 2,700 structures in the area north and east of downtown Knoxville and displaced a substantial portion of the Black community (Booker 2017:114-115). 
A similar removal and displacement event, although on a much smaller scale, occurred from 1910 to 1913 at site 40KN223. As seen on a 1917 Sanborn Fire Insurance map, the residential neighborhood in the center of the city block was erased from the landscape and replaced by railroad tracks used by local businesses for freight transportation (Figure XX). As part of this research, the similarities to and differences from this removal event and the urban renewal events of the mid-twentieth century are explored (See Chapter V).


Chapter III
Archaeological Context















Chapter IV
Materials & Methods
The research materials and analytical methodologies for this study are guided by the research questions outlined in Chapter II. Due to the focus being heavily on landscape interpretation, much of my research focused on primary and secondary documents. There are some instances where archaeological artifacts are analyzed (see chapter V), but the focus rests principally on archival materials and secondary sources. The methodologies, therefore, relate to the analysis of these documents. For this chapter the materials and methods are divided into three segments; each representing a research question detailed in Chapter II. 

Landscape & Urbanization
A primary goal of this research is to identify and understand any patterns or trends relating to how urbanization transformed the landscape in and around site 40KN223 over time. Specifically, the analysis focuses on the spatial relationships between structures, natural elements like First Creek, and land-use relating to commerce, industrial business, and residences.
When studying landscapes of urban environments during the mid-to-late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in the United States, panoramic views, plat maps, and fire insurance maps are reliable sources of visual information (Read/Cite Nancy Seasholes 1988:92-118). Panoramic views, also known as “bird’s eye views,” are overhead depictions of a town or city created for the purpose of promoting a its image. These maps are inherently artistic in nature but are nonetheless accurate depictions of a city from a bird’s-eye point of view. The only caveat (bias?) to this type of primary source is that they were not set to a specified scale, which means that interpreting them can be sometimes problematic when compared to more technical maps like plat maps and fire insurance maps (Patton, Lobben, and Pape 2005:108-111). In the case of Knoxville’s Old City and site 40KN223, the goal is look for general trends as well as any signs of habitation on the study area (particularly in the 1860s and 1870s when occupational information is unclear) so issues involving scale should be minimal.
[insert picture of panoramic view of Knoxville]
Plat maps are the earliest type of map that the city of Knoxville has associated with it. These maps are created to establish land parcel boundaries of specific boundaries for legal purposes like delineating ownership and maintaining a chain of title. A plat map was created during the time of the city’s founding and illustrates the city’s layout between First and Second Creek and along the riverfront. These maps were used primarily to visualize divided plots of land for sale (Patton, Lobben, and Pape 2005: 95). In early Knoxville, this type of map would have established the original parcel boundaries which influenced how the city’s streets in the downtown area developed. Plat maps are still widely used today in the United States and in the case of Knoxville have been used since its founding in 1791 to the present day.
[Insert picture of Early Plat map of Knoxville 1871]
Fire insurance maps are the final type of map useful for this research. These maps visualized a city on the scale of city blocks and provide information regarding building size, the materials used in the construction of buildings or structures, the type of activity happening in them (for example, dwellings, stores, saloons, grocers), and other information related to the fire insurance trade (for example, fire hydrant locations, window locations, roof details, cistern locations). From 1867 to the late 1960s, the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company held a monopoly on fire insurance maps in both the United States and Canada. The company produced maps of over twelve thousand cities with many cities re-hiring the company multiple times to produce updated maps (Patton, Lobben, and Pape 2005: 102). 
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps of the Old City and of the city block containing 40KN223 are the most useful map type for visualizing the development of the landscape. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Company was contracted to map Knoxville at least five times from 1884 to 1924. (Sanborn maps are biased towards structures that were worth insuring. Not every building was recorded on these maps). The only caveat (this is not the only caveat; the other is insurance bias) is that the first Sanborn map does not appear until 1884, roughly a quarter of century after development and urbanization began on the landscape of the Old City. Nevertheless, the available Sanborn maps serve as reliable snapshots of the study area in the years of 1884, 1890, 1903, and 1917. 
	Through the combined use of these primary map sources and secondary sources of historical narratives, I reconstructed the landscape of the Old City and of site 40KN223 from the mid-nineteenth century and into the early twentieth century.

Minoritized Communities & Urbanization
Panoramic, plat, and Sanborn maps provide visual information regarding the development of the urbanized landscape but alone they cannot give sufficient information regarding the communities living there. When paired with demographic information from census data and city directories, however, these maps become even more powerful tools.
Census records, specifically those pertaining to the Decennial Census of Population and Housing, record the demographic composition of a city or county in the United States. These records are detailed and have information regarding a person’s name, address, ethnicity, birthdate, age, familial structure, occupation, citizenship status, and other types of information. The only caveat with this source of data for the time period I investigated is that they are only released in ten-year increments. To complicate the investigation, the names of enslaved people were not recorded prior to 1860, instead only the number of males and females were recorded by age bracket. Moreover, the 1880 census does not have any of the street names associated with the neighborhood. This means that for site 40KN223, census records from 1880, 1890, 1900, and 1910 can be used. To fill the gaps between these years, city directory data can be utilized.
City directories are another avenue for finding information about the residents of a city, although they are not nearly as detailed as census data. In Knoxville, city directories were generally produced on an annual basis and provide information related to a city’s residents, businesses, street locations, leadership, societies, churches, and other types of information. These sources are especially useful for this research due to their yearly updates. In an urbanizing environment like the Old City, small details like address numbers and side-street or alley names–information which maps and census data may not record–can change from year to year as the urban landscape changes.  
Census data and city directory information help to establish the demographic composition of the residential dwellings within the bounds of site 40KN223. Demographic information includes ethnicity, gender, occupation, number of boarders, and other necessary data that will be useful for contextualizing the study area.
A statistical analysis of the demographic and occupational data from the census and city directory records is helpful in developing a well-rounded perspective of daily life for the residents living on the landscape of 40KN223. To achieve this goal, I created a database in Mircosoft Access that includes all residents living along Sullivan Street and Richardson Street (or any of this street’s other nicknames such as Burr’s Alley or Terry’s Alley) according to street. Each street has its own table, with each field delegated to an individual column so that the data can be rearranged according to any desired type of information. Fields include the year of the listing, address (house number, house location), name of resident (last name, first name), prefix or suffix, race (either “c” for colored or “nc” for not colored), dwelling status (rent or board), occupational listing, workplace (if listed), and a general notes category. There are total of 903 listings across four tables (Sullivan, Richardson, Burr’s Alley, Terry’s Alley). 
I conducted an analysis of the “sex” category to assess how many residents were either females or males from 1884 to 1910. Unfortunately, only the census records identify the sex of the residents. Within the time frame being studied, there are only three censuses to analyze (1890, 1900, and 1910). The census data for Tennessee in 1890 (as well as many other states) in 1890 was lost in a fire in 1921, which leaves only two censuses for analysis. While the census data for 1900 and 1910 are certainly more informative, they represent only two years of residential data; the other twenty-four years of data are derived from city directories. City directories do not list the sex of the resident, nor their ages. I differentiated between either male or female based upon the interpretation of the name of each resident to determine the sex. Traditionally male and female names correlate to male and female status for this research purpose. Names such as Samuel, William, and John are identified as male and names like Mary, Sallie, and Lizzie are identifiable as female. There are names that cannot be identified either way and are identified as “Unknown;” some examples include Missouri, Elcany, and Taylor. In these cases, if a job descriptor hints at a particular sex (brakeman, laundress) then a sex can be attributed but if no other identifiers are available they are categorized in the “Unknown” category. Children, meanwhile, are only identified in the census data because the city directories do not list the ages of residents, meaning that any person between the ages of one and seventeen cannot be identified unless correlated with the two years of census data from 1900 and 1910.
The analysis of occupational statistics also requires subjective interpretation. For this research I divided the data into four categories: Industrial, Commercial, Blue-Collar, and White-Collar (and Homemaker (male v female with jobs) (change white-collar blue-collar to skilled or unskilled?). The Industrial and Commercial categories are analyzed separately from the Blue-collar and White-collar categories. The reason for splitting the occupational analysis into two pools of data (Industrial vs Commercial; Blue-collar vs White-collar) is because not all occupations can fit easily within both pools of data. For example, the occupation “Laborer” is one of the most common jobs in the listings, but these listings often do not list a workplace. This means that the job “Laborer” cannot be identified as either “Industrial” or “Commercial” but can be identified as “Blue-collar.” Occupations identified as “Industrial” are either explicitly related to the industrial manufacturing of goods or resources (boilermaker, brickmaker, machinist) or are listed at a workplace that is explicitly industrial in nature (Knoxville Foundry and Machine Works, for example). “Commercial” jobs are identified either by workplace or by the nature of occupation itself (clerk, porter, laundress). “Blue-collar” and “White-collar” occupations are identified based on typical hierarchies of workplaces (for example, employee, assistant manager, manager, superintendent) as well as the level of skill or training required to perform the occupation. Residents listed as managers or superintendents, as well as skilled professionals like carpenters or physicians, are identified as “White-collar.” People who own their own business are also listed under the “White-collar” identifier. Any resident with no managerial title or with an occupation requiring little skill or training is listed as “blue-collar.”
A complete list of all occupations found within the census and city directory data, as well as the category they are placed within, can be found in Appendix XX. Data that does not fit into these categories or residents with no occupational data at all, are not included in the analysis but can be seen in Appendix XX.
Newspaper articles are yet another primary source that can provide information about the study area. Through digital databases of digitized historic newspapers, tens of thousands of newspapers spanning the decades between the mid-nineteenth to the early twentieth centuries can be queried to search for specific information. For this research, query search terms are separated into two categories: queries searching specifically for information about the Southern Railway spur line that replaced the 40KN223 neighborhood, and general search queries of the street names relative to the neighborhood (Sullivan Street, Richardson Street, Burr’s Alley, Terry’s Alley, Sneed Street, and Campbell Street). These street name search queries are meant to find any relevant information regarding the neighborhood. Specifically, information is sought regarding the public perception of the neighborhood (whether positive or negative), infrastructural improvements or failings, living or working conditions, prevalence of disease, natural disasters, crime, or any other relevant information that may be helpful in learning about how the people of this neighborhood lived and worked. (need to broaden search terms for anything that could have defined the old city “flooding, storm damage, etc)
	Coincidentally, there are secondary sources of survey information available for analysis too. Welles (1919) and Daves (1926) are two historical documents that describe what life was life for blue-collar and impoverished citizens. Welles’ 1919 thesis was particularly useful for understanding how the landscape was perceived during that time (by whom?). Welles (1919), for example, provides details about the living conditions within poor White and poor Black neighborhoods in the city, which can help contextualize the living conditions that may have been present at 40KN223 as well as aid in contextualizing how the local population perceived the landscape. Daves (1926) publication specifically focuses on Knoxville’s Black community and examines living conditions, working conditions, Black women, general income statistics, education, health and disease, and other aspects of urban life. (this needs to go under secondary sources)
Secondary sources help fill in the gaps and add context. Written histories of the city by Knoxville historians like Lucille Deaderick (1976), Bruce Wheeler (2005), Booker (2017), and Jack Neely (2019) are secondary sources examined for references to the development of the Old City and its various communities. I also consulted historical accounts and perspectives of the urban renewal projects of the 1950s through the 1970s, such as those documented in Victoria’s (2015) ethnographic research of urban renewal in Knoxville, to better understand public and local perceptions of the destruction of the neighborhood and displacement of a large proportion of the Black community. Written histories like William Wheeler’s (2005) Knoxville, Tennessee or Lucille Deaderick’s (1976) Heart of the Valley provide both detailed and broad perspectives on how Knoxville and its communities took shape over time. Jack Neely’s (2019) Knoxville’s Old City (2019) is particularly useful for understanding how the Old City evolved from its formation in the mid-nineteenth century to its current form in the twenty-first century. Neely (2019) breaks down the Old City’s history by decade up until the early twentieth century (and then becomes broader into the mid-twentieth and early twenty-first century). He paints a very detailed picture of how and why the landscape and the communities who lived and worked upon it evolved from the 1850s onward. This work is a vital resource for contextualizing the lives of the residents at site 40KN223.
Artifacts can shed light on aspects of life not visible in historic maps, documents, or secondary historical narratives, as well as challenging or supporting these narratives.  Children, for example, are typically underrepresented in historic sources like city directories. Census data provides cursory information on children of families while newspapers may only occasionally have an article or editorial related to the lives of children. However, for the children of minoritized groups representation or general information is likely difficult to find. Artifacts, then, can be an alternative source of information about the children who lived and played on an urban site. Marbles, dolls, and alphabet plates, for example, are indicators of the presence of children at 40KN223 and can be studied to learn some aspects of the lifeways of children in the urban environment. Ceramic and glass consumer goods excavated from the residential contexts at site 40KN223 may be able to shine a light on aspects of quality of daily life such as basic health and safety circumstances during everyday life. The prevalence and general characteristics of disease, illness, and overall quality of health can be assessed through the analysis of vessel forms, marks, embossing, and decoration of consumer goods. Patent and proprietary medicine bottles are a classic example of this type of vessel marking or embossing that can be useful for understanding attempts to cure illnesses and, along with vessels related to alcohol, mineral water, soda, can be used to study alternative sources of hydration (to avoid non-potable or unsanitary water). Access to resources relating to infrastructure like electricity, running water, and sewage disposal are also understood through the study of excavated artifacts, as well as through archaeological features like cisterns, privies, and water and power lines.
I consulted two primary sources for identifying the physical characteristics of the glass artifacts: The Bureau of Land Management’s online reference database for bottle glass (Society for Historical Archaeology 2021) and Jones’ and Sullivan’s (1989) Parks Canada Glass Glossary for bottle glass and container glass. For table glass, the Maryland Archaeological Conservation laboratory online reference database is utilized (MAAC 2012). (Add these citations to references cited)
Fields recorded for the glass assemblage include: Color, Mold Seams, Manufacturing Techniques, Finish Styles, Basal Manufacturing Techniques, Closure Styles, Decorative Styles, Embossed Lettering, and Maker’s Marks. Height, Width, and Diameter were recorded in inches when applicable. 
Multiple sources are referenced for the analysis of the ceramic artifacts, but the primary source is the Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory’s online database (MAAC 2012), which has detailed and thorough explanations of common and uncommon ceramic ware types, decorative techniques, chronologies, and other attributes that helped with the identification of many sherds within this assemblage.
	For ceramics, the fields I recorded include count data, ware type, glaze type, functional category, decorative technique, maker’s mark, and vessel form portion (for example, rim, footring, body, handle). These characteristics can be useful for identifying where a vessel was likely used, what a vessel may have been used for, when a vessel was produced, or by whom or where a vessel was produced. These qualities can also help establish a suggested deposition date range or the earliest date a vessel could have been deposited (tpq).
Segregating Barriers & The Consequences of Urbanization
To answer the research question regarding the relationship between the concept of segregating barriers and the natural landmark known as First Creek, multiple analytical avenues are necessary. First, I compared the residential patterns relating to the overall blue-collar residents of Knoxville to residential patterning of the Black community through sources such as Welles (1919) and Daves (1926). (this sentence makes it sound like I am stating all blue collar people are Black - reword). Specifically, my focus is on examining where these communities lived and how urbanization influenced their choice of where to live. Second, I examined city directories and census data to see if it is possible to trace the movement of the residents of 40KN223, a Black-majority neighborhood, after their displacement in 1910 to see whether or not they moved across First Creek. Mapping out where exactly the residents of this neighborhood moved informs the argument that First Creek was perceived of or even utilized as a segregating barrier. Finally, a comparison between the James White Parkway, a product of urban renewal that has been argued to be a segregating barrier between the Black community and the rest of the city, and First Creek is analyzed through the lens of segregating barriers and themes of segregation in general. If First Creek has more in common with the James White Parkway regarding its public perception as a segregating barrier, its difficulty to navigate, and the living conditions of the Black community living on it’s eastern side, then perhaps First Creek can be considered a segregating barrier. (my intent and meaning here are unclear)









Chapter V
ANALYSIS & DISCUSSION
Urbanization of the Landscape of the Old City
The landscape of the Old City began to urbanize in the mid-nineteenth century, approximately 60 years after Knoxville was founded. As mentioned in Chapter III, the impetus for the beginnings of urbanization was the arrival of the railroad in 1855 (decide where I want to make this statement and make it once). The city prepared for the arrival of the railroad as early as 1852 when they annexed the land that would later become the Old City (Neely 2019:14). Once the land was annexed, the process of urbanization began to transform the landscape quickly. Until that time, the landscape was predominantly swampy lowlands characterized by Flag Pond, a small body of water located to the east of the Old City, and First Creek, which ran between the pond and the Tennessee River to the south. 
Once the railroad was established in Knoxville, the industrial sector began to form along Jackson Avenue, a main road that ran parallel to the railroad tracks in the Old City area. With this new economic anchor, the Old City landscape began to urbanize. Street grids were laid out and much of the layout of the area was firmly established and remained so until the arrival of the highway much later. The Civil War dampened this growth considerably but did not stop it. The industrial, and especially the commercial and residential development, did not begin to really expand until the 1870s. In 1884, the first Sanborn Fire Insurance map of Knoxville was published and reveals that by this time industrialization, commercialization, and residential development had established a foothold on the landscape. During this transitionary period of urbanization, some areas of the landscape were still being negotiated regarding their status and use as either industrial, commercial, or residential areas. The landscape of the study area for this research, archaeological site 40KN223, is one of these negotiated areas. First Creek, a landmark of both the site and the Old City landscape resisted the landscape-altering forces of urbanization, at least during the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
First Creek & Cripple Creek
First Creek is an important landmark of the landscape of Knoxville and impacted the urbanization process in different ways over the course of the city’s history. When Knoxville was settled in 1786 and subsequently founded in 1791, First Creek and Second Creek served two purposes: as reliable sources for water-driven power and municipal boundaries on the eastern and western fringes of Knoxville. Both First and Second Creeks attracted industrial activity which resulted in the construction of water-driven mills and sluice dams while also dictating where urbanization could happen (within the bounds of First and Second Creek) and where it could not (outside those bounds). Although there were dwellings and farms outside these creek boundaries, the urban landscape of named streets, evenly divided lots, and clustered structures with various purposes was generally kept within the boundaries of these two creeks. Moreover, First Creek immediately began to be recognized as a dangerous natural force to the local citizens due to the flooding that occurred with heavy rain (Neely 2019:2). During the Civil War, the defensive power of First and Second Creek was recognized by the Union occupants. In an effort to defend the town from Confederate forces the creeks were dammed to transform the natural landmarks into flooded, defensive barriers (Neely 2019:23; Rothrock 1946:139).
Over the course of Knoxville’s history, there have been a number of epidemics, some of which have been attributed to First Creek as the source of disease. In 1838, for example, an outbreak of an unknown feverous sickness wiped out 10% of the township’s population. Much of the affected population either lived or worked near the eastern fringe of Knoxville and at the time First Creek had a series of mill dams that resulted in the stagnation of water. The outbreak was attributed to these stagnant pools and, more importantly, First Creek was negatively associated with disease. So detrimental was this outbreak that these mill dams were destroyed, which included an original structure built by the town’s founder, James White (Neely 2019:11-12). Whether the creek was actually responsible for the outbreak is beside the point. Rather, the association with disease and death acts as a primary factor in how residents in Knoxville perceived the creek and the immediate area around it. This link between the creek and disease continuted into the 1850s when, in 1854, a cholera outbreak affected the residents living along the First Creek banks and in the Old City area, then called Cripple Creek (need to elaborate: old city area or first creek banks called cripple creek). From the perspective of landscape, First Creek to this point acted as a municipal boundary, a source of industrial power, a dangerous environment during flooding, a defensive military barrier, and a source of death and disease during particular epidemics.
Before discussing the Cripple Creek community, however, there must be a discussion of the growth pattern of the Black community of Knoxville because the Cripple Creek community was intimately tied to the Black community. Prior to the Civil War, Knoxville’s African American population was relatively small and enslaved and free women and men. By 1860, the Black population was just over 20% of the total population of 3,704 Knoxvillians. Between 1860 and 1880 the Black population quadrupled and represented over 32% of the total population. This increase in Black residents can be attributed, in part, to the urbanization of the Old City landscape as well as Knoxville’s role in the Civil War. In 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation and Union Army’s occupation of Knoxville resulted in large numbers of Black Americans (what about Tennesseeans? Both?) moving into Knoxville for work and a place to live (Wheeler 2005:22). When factoring in the rapid industrial growth of the Old City landscape that brought new job opportunities and simultaneously new social and economic opportunities for freedmen, it is clear that urbanization played an important role in the development of the Black community in Knoxville after the Civil War. 
Since the landscape of the Old City was an industrial hub that rested just outside the residential and commercial landscape of the contemporary downtown area, the new Black residents coming into Knoxville began to occupy the part of the landscape close to these new jobs where land or housing was more affordable. Due to its propensity to flood, the land along First Creek in this area was cheap (Neely 2019:40). As the industrial and commercial economies within the Old City more and more blue-collar jobs became available. The cheap land of the First Creek valley was located very close to these new jobs and so cheap residential housing was constructed in the valley and made available for rental. Black residents formed a community in close proximity with one another just east and south of First Creek, along its bend, which ran along the industrial artery of Jackson Avenue.
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Figure XX. Edited Sanborn Fire Insurance index sheet from 1884 showing the Cripple Creek area.
By the 1870s, most of the Black community resided in East Knoxville, specifically in the crook of First Creek along Vine Avenue (now Summit Hill Drive) and stretched as far south as Clinch Avenue (see Figure XX). During the period from 1870 to 1890, Black residents were primarily employed in the industrial sector, specifically in jobs associated with the railroad and the various foundries along Jackson Avenue (Rothrock 1946:312-313). Within East Knoxville there were two primary arteries of commercial businesses: white-owned businesses tended to cluster along Magnolia Avenue and black-owned businesses tended to cluster along Vine Avenue. Vine Avenue ran a few blocks south of the “crippled” northeast-southwest course of First Creek. Due to the new job economy of the Old City, the cheap land and housing in the First Creek valley for incoming blue-collar residents, and the cluster of Black-owned businesses just south of the Old City, the urbanization process around 40KN223 began to take shape.
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Figure XX. Map of African American residences around 1870 (Young 1993:40). (Add location of the site to this map)
Members of the Black community coined the name Cripple Creek in reference to a residential area along First Creek sometime during the mid-1880s. This residential zone surrounded the banks of First Creek, specifically where it changes from a north-south course along Central Street to northeast-southwest course along Jackson Avenue. The twisting shape of this bend and its abrupt course change almost give First Creek a “broken” or “crippled” appearance which may explain why this area was given this particular nickname (Neely 2019:51). (Ive said this multiple times now, choose where to say it and say it once)
The Cripple Creek community was part of a larger community called The Bottom. Both the Bottom and Cripple Creek were part of the larger Black community living on Knoxville’s eastern landscape, much of which would be erased from the landscape in the mid-twentieth century. According to local historian Robert Booker (2014:17), a Knoxvillian who grew up in the Bottom in the early-to-mid twentieth century, the boundaries of The Bottom were as follows: the north was bounded by the railroad tracks, the west was bounded by Central Street, the east was bounded by Preston Street (now Harriet Tubman Street), and the south was bounded by Vine Avenue (now Summit Hill Drive). 
The Bottom was tied to three suburban municipalities over the course of its lifetime. The earliest of these communities was the city of East Knoxville, which was incorporated in early 1856 and annexed into Knoxville in early 1869 (Gray and Adams 1976:83). Park City, established in 1907, was a municipal entity located east of Knoxville’s city limits along Magnolia Avenue and reached Chilhowee Park (Booker 2014:9). Mountain View was established in 1909 and was located east of First Creek, essentially comprising the landscape between Jackson Avenue and the Tennessee River (Booker 2014:15) (see Figure XX).
[Insert map showing The Bottom, east Knoxville, park city and mountain view]
	Archaeological site 40KN223 existed between the boundaries of several different urbanizing forces negotiating the landscape as either industrial, commercial, or residential. Within the greater Knoxville landscape, the site occupied a space outside of the city core in the midst of a growing economic anchor of industrializing and commercializing sectors. The location of the site was at the first bend of First Creek, signifying the beginning of the Cripple Creek community located along the creek towards the east. Following the creek valley south toward the river was the Bottom. At 40KN223, the western bank of First Creek was always close by and always a danger during rainy seasons. Just on the other side of the creek was the expanding Black community. The main artery of this community, Vine Avenue, was just a couple of blocks to the south. The landscape of this archaeological site existed as a residential space for over two and half decades, hidden away behind the commercial storefronts of Central Street and the industrial factories along Jackson Avenue; tucked within a bend of First Creek until around 1910 when the landscape was negotiated once again and reformatted as an industrial railyard. (By whom? What and who caused this change?) The Sanborn Fire Insurance maps from 1884 to 1917 make it easy to understand the use of this landscape during this period, but determining when this site began to be occupied before 1884 is not so straightforward.
Origins of Residential Dwellings
The small residential neighborhood at 40KN223 existed for at least 26 years (1884-1910). The 1884 Sanborn map of the area and the city directory for that year demonstrate that occupation of the site had already begun. The 1884 map shows a considerable amount of urbanization in and around the site area. Therefore, it is useful to establish the historical narrative of the site area landscape to estimate when residential occupation began. I used archival documents and the excavated archaeological deposits in tandem to establish when the residential neighborhood began to take shape.
The annexation of this land by the city and the outbreak of cholera confirm that the Cripple Creek community was established by the early 1850s, although they do not clarify when people began to live at 40KN223. During the Civil War the study area was underwater due to the damming of First Creek during Union occupation (see Figure XX). If there was residential occupation in this area prior to Union occupation, it is likely that the dwellings of the Cripple Creek area were destroyed by the damming and subsequent flooding of First Creek.
[image: ]
Figure XX. 1864 map of Knoxville showing Union defenses. 40KN223 study area highlighted in red (Map courtesy of the Library of Congress digital archives). (Move this map earlier in the thesis and refer to it again here)
In 1867, two years after the end of the Civil War, the Old City landscape was again underwater when the First Creek Valley experienced the worst flooding of the township’s history. The flooding was so extensive that for a period of time the waters of both First and Second Creek were physically connected along the northern fringe of Knoxville and, for a brief period of time, completely surrounding the downtown core with water (Neely 2019:30). It was not until after the floodwaters retreated back into the creek valleys that urbanization could truly begin in the Old City. Burr and Terry’s sawmill was one of first industrial pillars on the landscape and took advantage of Knox County’s abundant lumber resources. An 1871 aerial shot of Knoxville shows the study area with minimal settlement and it seems that by that time the Burr and Terry sawmill was still in its infancy compared to what it would look like over a decade later (see Figure XX).
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Figure XX. Bird’s eye aerial of Knoxville in 1871 with study area outlined in red. (Map courtesy of Library of Congress digital archives).
If the 1871 aerial view is accurate, at least regarding the presence or absence of structures on the landscape of the study area, then it can be reasoned that little or no settlement has reached the 40KN223 study area. There are no maps, plats, or aerial views of the landscape from 1871 to 1884, which leaves only city directory data, census data, and archaeological data to determine the origins of residential occupation.
The Burr and Terry sawmill owned most of the block of land to the west of the study area across Central Street as well as the land upon which the study area was located. The landscape of 40KN223 was primarily used as a lumber yard as late as 1887 when the sawmill went out of business. The 1884 Sanborn map illustrates how prominent the Burr and Terry operation was on the landscape of the Old City and of the study area (see Figure XX).
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Figure XX. 1884 Sanborn Fire Insurance map with Burr & Terry Sawmill outlined in red (Map courtesy of Library of Congress digital archives).
Census data from 1880 do not have any listings for Sullivan Street, suggesting that this street either did not exist yet or was not yet formally named. Richardson Street, the other main street in the neighborhood, does not appear in city directories until 1886. City directories do exist around this time, although only from the years 1880 and 1882. The city directory from 1880 also does not have Sullivan Street listed and the residential listings do not seem to indicate that occupation was happening in the study area during that time. The city directory for 1882, however, does seem to indicate that occupation had occurred in the study area, although no formal street names are used. Instead, directional information is given. For example, one listing reads “Burnett, Zachariah, plasterer, bds ns (boards north side of) First Creek, e (east) of Crozier.” Judging by the 1884 Sanborn map, these directions point towards the 40KN223 study area. According to Gray and Adams (1976:91), house lots in Knoxville did not receive a proper numbering system until 1882. Therefore, it is possible that at the time the 1882 city directory was being drafted, there were no plans for implementing street names or lot numbers for the study area and focus was placed solely on the main streets of the township. By 1884, the study area was fully occupied which necessitated the institution of at least one street, Sullivan Street, so that most of the house lots were incorporated into the numbering system. Richardson Street, however, did not receive the same treatment until after 1886, likely due to the diminishing presence of the Burr & Terry Sawmill on the landscape. As the 1884 Sanborn map illustrates, the sawmill still had a lumber yard in the same location that would later be identified as Richardson Street. After Burr & Terry’s Sawmill closed in 1887, the urbanization process began to transform the landscape once occupied by the sawmill (Neely 2019:65). In 1886, one year prior to the closure of the sawmill, the lumber yard was no longer in use and part of it became an alleyway known as Richardson Alley. This name appears in the city directory for that year, which indicates that this area was formally recognized as a thoroughfare. Richardson Alley, however, struggled to find a concrete identity over the span of the next decade.
According to city directories from 1886 to 1895, the street was first known as “Richardson Alley” in 1886 and 1887, then “Richardson” in 1888. In the city directory for 1889, this street and another street simply called “Richard Street” were mistakenly combined with one another. From 1890 to 1894, it was known as “Burr’s Alley” and “Terry’s Alley.” In 1895, the street was known as “Richardson Street” and “Terry’s Alley.” Finally, from 1897 to 1910, the street finally settled on the singular name “Richardson Street.” For roughly ten years, the identity of the street was in constant flux. The unstable naming convention of Richardson Street may suggest that it was not recognized as an official street for some time, which may have influenced how the urbanization process affected it and the residents who lived there.
-------------------------- Move the discussion of archaeology to the new arch chapter------------------
In the absence of maps or other primary historical documentation, archaeological artifacts can help in determining when the study area began to be occupied. The formal report for the 2019 excavation of the site is still forthcoming as of late-2022, so the only data available for this research is from the ceramics and glass assemblages I personally analyzed. Using data collected regarding the diagnostic aspects of these artifacts, a rough estimate of the earliest signs of occupation at the site can be inferred.
Before artifacts can be discussed, however, the issue of attributing various features and archaeological contexts to certain houses or structures or residents must be discussed. The 40KN223 neighborhood existed for at least 26 years (1884 – 1910). In that span of time, many of the dwellings housed many different individuals and families, including boarders, residents who rented space from the primary renter or head of household. These people tended to be transient. Due to the constant fluctuation of renters and boarders it is difficult to attribute certain fixed archaeological contexts to transient and multitudinous occupants. Therefore, when discussing archaeological artifacts, features, or contexts, a neighborhood or street-level interpretation is given. Archaeological interpretation in this context is generally used for the interpretation of broad patterns or trends over the occupation period for the study area.
Generally, the terminus post quem (date after which) for each feature context either dates broadly to the mid-nineteenth century or specifically to the late-nineteenth century or early twentieth century. There are a total of thirty-three feature contexts across site 40KN223 (See Figure XX in Chapter XX). The broadly dated contexts of the mid-nineteenth century did not contain ceramic or glass artifacts with diagnostic traits that have specific manufacture date ranges, which resulted in the broad date range estimates for these contexts. For example, Feature 8 yielded only twelve ceramic artifacts across six stratigraphic levels, the deepest of which (level 6) contained only whiteware and refined earthenware. The whiteware ceramic type has a broad manufacture range from the early-to-mid nineteenth century and is still made today. Luckily, many of the other feature contexts held artifacts with more specific diagnostic potential. Common diagnostic elements include gold gilding on ceramics (1870s+), tooled finishes on glass vessels (1870s – 1910s), decal decorations on ceramic vessels (1890s+), machine-made glass (1910s+), as well as maker’s marks that can be traced to specific manufacturing date ranges. The glass assemblage also included bottles with embossed text that, when cross-referenced with city directories, yield specific manufacture dates related to local druggists in Knoxville who operated within specific periods of time. 
	With the help of the ceramic and glass artifact assemblages the earliest occupation date range for the neighborhood seems to fit comfortably within the 1880s. This estimation lines up with the historical documents, particularly the city directories which seem to indicate that occupation of the site area began around 1882. (move to arch chapter)
Occupational Statistics
To assess how urbanization influenced the residents of 40KN223, an occupational analysis is necessary. Most occupations in the Old City were blue-collar jobs, whether in the industrial or commercial sector. The neighborhood at 40KN223 sits between a commercial artery (along Central Street) and an industrial artery (along Jackson Avenue and the railroad tracks). Therefore, it can be reasoned that many residents in this neighborhood likely worked in blue-collar positions in either the industrial or commercial sectors. 
City directories and census data have detailed information regarding the occupations of most of the residents living in Knoxville, which means that these sources can be used to gather information about the occupations of the residents living at 40KN223. However, the data from these sources is not comprehensive or ubiquitous. Census data, while more accurate and detailed than city directories, are only available in ten-year increments. City directories, meanwhile, often do not have occupational data for women and children are not recorded in city directories at all (or if they are, they are not identifiable due to a lack of information regarding age). Moreover, job descriptions vary from detailed titles (brakeman, laundress, manager) to general descriptors (“Wood Yard,” “Coal and Wood,” “Laborer”). Sometimes an occupational title is not given but a workplace is, or a workplace is given but an occupational title is not. (Ive already said this)
Drawing on census and city directory information, Figure XX (Ill need to remake this graph when I redefine blue-collar jobs / unskilled jobs) demonstrates that the residents of 40KN223 were overwhelmingly blue-collar apart from a few years in the late 1880s. From 1887 to 1889, the number of white-collar jobs increased proportionally to the number of blue-collar jobs, although never outnumbering the blue-collar workers. In 1889 there were fifteen white-collar residents and eighteen blue-collar residents, which is the closest the neighborhood was in terms of having an even mix of both types of occupation. Nevertheless, the neighborhood was a majority blue-collar neighborhood for the duration of its twenty-six-year lifespan. 
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Figure XX. Bar chart showing blue-collar and white-collar occupation data for the 40KN223 neighborhood.
The bar chart in Figure XX demonstrates an abundance of commercial occupations relative to industrial occupations. However, the data are likely skewed due to the absence of the “Laborer” occupational statistic. Since the “Laborer” occupation is often listed without a workplace, this type of job cannot be attributed to either category. However, this occupation is the most common listing for males across the lifespan of the neighborhood. Of all the residents listed as “Laborer,” only fourteen had workplaces listed. Five are identified as non-industrial (liveries, streetcar transportation companies, and a gas utility occupation) while nine residents were listed at industrial workplaces (railroad (is the railroad industrial?), leather company, and foundry). (Need to put in a chart depicting which jobs are which) This is an indication that the majority of these laborers were likely employed by industrial workplaces but without explicit data regarding these workplaces, the data cannot be accurately applied to the bar chart in Figure XX. Overall, the occupational data for the neighborhood represents a mixed bag of industrial and commercial jobs, which reinforces the assertion that the residents were largely employed in both the commercial and industrial sectors located on the western and northern parts of the landscape.  
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Figure XX. Bar chart showing industrial and commercial occupation data for the 40KN223 neighborhood.
After the shift from relatively mixed blue and white-collar residents in the late 1880s and early 1890s towards a majority blue-collar neighborhood, there is a noticeable increase in the number of residents listed as “Laundress.” Residents with this occupation first appear in 1887 and their number increased over time until 1910 when most of the neighborhood residents were displaced for railroad construction. While there were a handful of male laundry-workers, the majority of laundry-workers were female. With 1886 being the only exception, every year from 1882 to 1895 has a large majority of males over females. Beginning in 1895, however, the number of females spikes dramatically and remain closer to the number of males until 1910. This spike corresponds to a similar spike in female laundresses beginning in 1897, when the number of residents with this occupation doubled from five in 1895 to ten in 1897. This trend also correlates with the spike in Black residents in the neighborhood when in 1894 the Black population overtook the White population in the neighborhood. With these trends in mind, it seems clear that sometime in the mid-1890s, the neighborhood shifted from majority White, with an overwhelming number of males, to majority Black neighborhood with a more even mixture of males and females, with many females employed as laundresses and many males employed as laborers in the blue-collar workforce.
Demographic Statistics
Like occupational statistics, demographic data can provide insight into the lives of the residents of the 40KN223 neighborhood. Similarly, census data and city directory data are useful sources of information. Census data provide the most detailed information and city directory data can help fill in the ten-year gaps between the census data. 
The city directories of the late-nineteenth century and early twentieth century in Knoxville differentiate between people of light-toned skin (although they could still be minoritized, such as Jewish, Irish, Greek) and people of color with the letter “c” meaning “colored.” However unnecessary this measure may seem today, it does provide useful data regarding the demographic evolution of the neighborhood over time.
The demographic data are divided into two primary categories. One category represents the racial/ethnic data (colored versus non-colored) while the other category represents the sex of the residents (male, female, or unknown). The listings for the residents in city directories do not explicitly state their biological sex, however this information can be gathered through the interpretation of their names and occupations. For example, a resident listed as “Mary” is interpreted as female. A resident with a gender-neutral name like Jesse cannot be assigned to a category based on biological sex unless their occupation suggests otherwise. For example, a person listed as being a laundress can be interpreted as female, while someone listed as being a boilermaker can be interpreted as male. Today, this strategy would not be nearly as effective due to gender norms regarding naming conventions and occupations being much more fluid and flexible, but for late-nineteenth and early twentieth century Appalachia, gender norms were certainly more fixed.
I analyzed data regarding demographic composition by street (Sullivan Street and Richardson Street) and by the overall neighborhood (both streets combined into one dataset). This is necessary so that any patterns by individual street can be assessed and incorporated into the interpretation of the neighborhood as a whole. 
First, I examine the neighborhood data trends. From 1882 to 1894, the neighborhood was characterized by a higher ratio of males to females, aside from the year of 1886. Beginning in 1885 the ratio of male to female evens out considerably, with females overtaking the number of males in the years 1902, 1903, 1905, and 1910. 
Racial/ethnic statistics illustrate that for the first eleven years (between 1882 (be sure to mention I am using the directional data from 1882 directory) to 1893) the neighborhood was comprised of both people of color and people identified as not being of color. During these years, the number of non-colored residents outnumbered people of color except in 1887. 1894 marks a turning point for the neighborhood, with every subsequent year having more people of color than people identified as non-colored. Across ten years from 1894 to 1904 the number of non-colored people steadily declined and by 1905 the neighborhood was inhabited completely by people of color.
The period from 1891 to 1900 marks the most dramatic shift both in terms of sex and race/ethnicity. This trend can possibly be explained by the increasing association of the Cripple Creek landscape with poverty and “slum” characteristics (Neely 2019:75-77). As people of color continued to move into Knoxville, the growing commercial sector of Black-owned businesses along Vine Avenue and the sense of community attracted many of these new residents to the Bowery / Cripple Creek area, which may have influenced the non-colored residents of the 40KN223 to move out of the area in a fashion similar to “white-flight.”
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Figure XX. Bar chart displaying male, female, and unknown sex data at the neighborhood level.
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Figure XX. Bar chart displaying race/ethnicity at the neighborhood level.
When the street-level statistics are examined, the ratio of males to females and of race/ethnicity for Sullivan Street carries a similar distribution pattern to that of the overall neighborhood. Generally, there are more males than females in the first ten years of occupation. From 1884 to 1886, Sullivan Street was racially/ethnically mixed but had more non-colored residents than people of color. The year of 1888 saw an even composition of both categories and every subsequent year Sullivan Street was inhabited by a majority population of people of color. 
Richardson Street, however, exhibits a more dramatic patterning of sex and race/ethnic ratios. 1886 represents the first year that Richardson Street appears in the city directories. That year there were an even number of males to females living there, with more people of color than non-colored. The next six years illustrate a dramatic increase in the number of non-colored residents. From 1887 to 1893, 86.1% of the residents on Richardson Street were non-colored while 13.9% were people of color. Two of those years, 1888 and 1890, no people of color lived on this street. 
When viewing the demographic data in conjunction with the occupational data, it seems that for Richardson Street the transition from 1891 to 1893 was a critical shift regarding the urbanization process. In 1891, several residents with white-collar occupations are listed. The owners of Bolt and Norton, a feed and hitch stable located at 261 Crozier (Central) both lived in separate dwellings on Richardson Street. Another business owner, William E. Mynatt, is listed on this street and owned a grocery called W. E. Mynatt. There were also several skilled professionals living on this street as well and included a cobbler (listed as “shoemaker”), a harness maker, three rock masons (although in later listings they are also called “marble polishers”), a barber, three carpenters, and an engineer. All these residents were identified as non-colored.
1893 shows an even higher number of non-colored residents; however this shift does not seem to indicate an increase in white-collar occupations but rather an increase in blue-collar occupations. None of the business owners are listed as living on this street by this time. There are a few skilled professionals still living here though (a physician, a barber, a butcher, and a shoemaker). Instead, it seems that the shift in occupations correlates with the shift in the male-to-female ratio. In 1891 only three females (12%) were living on Richardson Street alongside twenty-two males (85%) and a single individual (3%) of unknown biological sex. In 1893, the ratio of females climbed to 24% and males dropped to 76%. Only one female from 1891 was present in the female residents of 1893, that being a Black laundress named Minerva Crozier. Every other female in 1893 was new to the neighborhood listings; one of them was a laundress, one had no occupation listed, and five were all listed as workers in the textile industry at the Knoxville Pants Factory just a few streets away to the south. Therefore, while the number of non-colored residents increased, the number of white-collar residents decreased, having been replaced by blue-collar workers. By 1894, the number of non-colored residents decreased by half (from 27 in 1893 to 12 in 1894), while the number of Black residents remained the same at 7 residents. By 1895, people of color became the majority and remained so until the erasure of the neighborhood from the landscape in 1910.
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Figure XX. Bar chart displaying male and female sex data for Sullivan Street.
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Figure XX. Bar chart displaying race/ethnicity data for Sullivan Street.
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Figure XX. Bar chart displaying male, female, and unknown sex data for Richardson Street.
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Figure XX. Bar chart displaying race/ethnicity data for Richardson Street
Before talking about disease, is there anything else you want to say about the race/ethnicity and sex data?
Effects of Urbanization upon the residents of 40KN223
Urban environments are susceptible to the rapid transmission of disease especially during epidemics due to the density of residential populations. This phenomenon is a major trend in the study of settlements or communities with populations living in close proximity to each other [Reference]. Overcrowded dwellings were a common sight during the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, especially in impoverished or blue-collar Black communities (Lamon 1981:44). The overcrowding of these dwellings can be seen in the city directory data with many households sharing space with boarders. A total of twenty-four city directories are available for research during the lifespan of the neighborhood (1884 to 1910). At least 897 residents for both Sullivan Street and Richardson Street are identified, of which 233 are categorized as boarders, amounting to 26% of the total population (see Figure XX). At 23.3%, Sullivan Street had a comparatively lower percentage of boarders overall than Richardson Street at 38.3%. The high ratio of boarders to total residents may be explained by the large number of people moving into the city for work combined with the low-paying blue-collar jobs, which creates a scenario of overcrowded, impoverished residents. Moreover, with large numbers of new residents moving into the city, the demand for housing must have been high which also explains the cheap, haphazard housing structures built at 40KN223 as well as the large number of boarders living in these small structures (VonToal Reference?). (provide data from other sections of the city to make these numbers more meaningful) 
[image: ]
Figure XX. Bar chart showing the number of boarders versus the total number of residents for each street from 1884 to 1910. Residents for Richardson Street also include data for Burr’s Alley and Terry’s Alley. (show these as percentages rather than raw numbers)
The overcrowding of residential spaces on the landscape was a consequence of rapid urbanization that brought in an influx of people looking for blue-collar work. Overcrowded living conditions expedited the rate of transmission for sickness and disease which meant that the 40KN223 neighborhood and the Cripple Creek community as a whole were extremely susceptible to outbreaks or epidemics. The newspapers of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries confirm this risk. A series of smallpox outbreaks from 1898 to 1904 was reported on by two newspapers, the Journal and Tribune and the Knoxville Sentinel. At least seven newspaper articles mention afflicted residents from Sullivan Street, among other streets (see Figure XX).
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Figure XX. Newspaper clipping from Knox Sentinel regarding Smallpox cases at Sullivan Street dated 24 November 1900 (Newspapers.com).
Archaeological material culture also confirms the prevalence of disease in the 40KN223 neighborhood. Ninety glass medicine bottles across seventeen feature contexts are identified in the glass artifact assemblage. The features that contain these medicine bottles are dotted all over the 40KN223 landscape. Most of the specimens with identifiable finish styles and/or manufacturing techniques have tooled finishes and were mouth blown into a mold during production. There are a handful of machine-made bottles as well. Bottles that were mouth blown and have tooled finishes were produced from the mid-1870s to the early 1920s (Lindsey 2022). Taking the smaller number of machine-made bottles into consideration, it seems that these medicine bottles were, generally speaking, deposited during the transitional period between mouth blown and machine-made bottle production methods in the late-nineteenth and early twentieth century which lines up with when the neighborhood was occupied.
Children on the Landscape of the 40KN223 Neighborhood
Children tend to be absent from the historical record despite their presence and prevalence on urban landscapes. Primary sources like newspapers and city directories were created for use by adults, which means that the content within these sources mainly references adults. When children are mentioned, it is usually by way of advertisements (toys, for example). Occasionally there are articles in newspapers that are about children, but they are not created for or by children. Children are passive subjects in these media and have little or no agency regarding their representation in newspaper coverage. The only historical documents referencing the 40KN223 neighborhood that mention children are census records and a couple of newspaper clippings. Census records are reliable sources of information for finding children, but these records were released in ten-year increments. The information provided by census data includes the child’s name, race, date of birth, age, place of birth (of them and their parents), address, and if they can read, write, and speak English. 
Occupational data for children in the census is sporadic; some children were listed as “at school” while others had job descriptions like “day laborer” or “servant.” Not all children worked, but during the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, it was commonplace for children to work for the purpose of supplementing household income, especially in working-class and poor neighborhoods like 40KN223. In fact, in 1900, an estimated one-fifth of children were employed and “between 1890 and 1910, no less than 18 percent of all children ages 10-15 worked” (Schuman 2017a:4). Reform movements against child labor began to pick up steam in the early twentieth century and by 1906 a federal bill was introduced to Congress seeking to make child labor under the age of 14 illegal in southern cotton mills. Although the bill did not pass, it did spark nationwide discussion of the issue. Not until 1914 did a bill finally pass Congress that prohibited children under fourteen years of age from working in “factories, workshops, and canneries and children under 16 from mines and quarries.” The bill also limited the daily worktime hours of children under 16 to eight hours as well as prohibiting them from working between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m. (Schuman 2017b:9-14). 
City directories do not differentiate between children and adults, which severely limits the ability to identify them. Census data, therefore, provide the only way to confirm if children of the 40KN223 neighborhood were employed (See Table XX below). In the 1900 census for Sullivan and Richardson Street, 6 out of 39 children under the age of 18 were employed as well as 2 out of 20 in the 1910 census. Although the data are scarce, some patterns are identified. All of the children in the 40KN223 neighborhood are at least fourteen years old. Occupations follow the trend of most popular adult occupations which were “Laborer” and “Laundress” except for a young nurse who was likely following in the footsteps of her mother who was also a nurse at this time. The laborers were all males, while the laundress and nurse were females, which follows the gendered occupational trends of the time period.
	Year
	Address
	Name
	Sex
	Age
	Occupation

	1900
	111 Sullivan
	Rebecca Patterson
	F
	16
	Nurse

	1900
	111 Sullivan
	John Patterson
	M
	14
	Day Laborer

	1900
	111 R2 Sullivan
	Henry Jenkins
	M
	15
	Day Laborer

	1900
	112 Sullivan
	William Daily
	M
	15
	Day Laborer

	1900
	116 Richardson
	Jennie Netherland
	F
	17
	Laundrywoman

	1900
	118 Richardson
	Andy Duncan
	M
	17
	Day Laborer

	1910
	114 Richardson
	Wesley Williams
	M
	17
	Laborer at Tin Shops

	1910
	124 Richardson
	Stover Scott
	M
	14
	Teamster at Wagon Co.


Table XX. 1900 and 1910 census data regarding child laborers at 40KN223.
In the field of archaeology, archaeological deposits are generally interpreted based on the assumption that the activities of adults led to their deposition. The behavior of children is often hard to predict due to the fact that they were continuously learning how to be adults according to the cultural normative behaviors taught to them by the adults in their lives throughout the childhood development stage (Baxter 2008:161-162). The behavior of children is, therefore, unpredictable because they do not behave like adults. Within the context of the archaeological record and how it is often interpreted, children tend to be marginalized as a collective group. Therefore, children tend to be ignored in the interpretation of archaeological deposits unless there is direct evidence for their presence. 
In the case of 40KN223, there is abundant evidence that children were present on the landscape primarily through the presence of toy artifacts. Dolls, figurines (these may not be associated with children; mullins bric a brac), marbles, doll accessories (miniature dinnerware), and child-size dinnerware are the types of ceramic toy artifacts excavated from the site in 2019 (see Figure XX).
[image: ]
Figure XX. Examples of toys excavated from various contexts at 40KN223.
[bookmark: _Hlk119933612]During the latter half of the nineteenth century the education of children and young adults was an important goal for Black communities across Tennessee (Lamon 1981:37-38). At the 40KN223 neighborhood, this notion is reinforced by the census data for 1900 and 1910, which list 11 of 39 children in 1900 and 6 of 20 children in 1910 as either in school or having attended school in the past nine months. This fact is further reinforced by the archaeological record by an alphabet-ware ceramic plate. While these plate fragments are not from one of the feature contexts, they nonetheless represent the initiative by some parents to educate their children. Not only did this plate teach children the English alphabet, but also seems has iconography from the European fairy tale Little Red Riding Hood which indicates that this artifact was meant to teach the themes and lessons from that story alongside the alphabet. This type of artifact was introduced in the late eighteenth century in England and is still produced today for educational purposes. According to the Maryland Archaeological Conservation Lab digital type collection, alphabet-wares depicting fictional characters or nursery rhymes were produced primarily from 1882 to 1892 (citation?).  
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Figure XX. An alphabet whiteware plate excavated from 40KN223.

Southern Railway Railroad Spur
When viewing the Sanborn maps of the study area, sometime from 1903 to 1917, a railroad spur line was constructed along Campbell Street which crosses Sneed Street and First Creek and terminates in the same spot as the 40KN223 neighborhood. By 1917, all but two residences had been erased from the landscape along with the entirety of Richardson Street and the lower end of Sullivan Street.
Based on city directory data, the residents of Richardson Street vacated the landscape by 1911. The city directory street listing for that year lists no residents dwelling along Richardson Street. Sullivan Street had also been mostly abandoned by this time, as only two dwellings remained occupied (112 and 114). 
Newspaper articles, however, paint a clearer picture of the timeline for the implementation of the railroad spur line. Newspapers.com, a database provided by Ancestry.com, yielded twelve articles spanning the years from 1910 to 1914 relating to the Southern Railway spur track along Campbell Street and the study area. On 1 June 1910, the Knoxville Sentinel reported that Southern Railway completed multiple real estate purchases of land “lying between Central Street and Richardson Street, near the First creek extension of the Southern Railroad” (Knoxville Sentinel 1910a:10). A month and a half later on 16 July, a city ordinance was presented which gave Southern Railway the right of way across Sneed and Sullivan Streets along Campbell Street (Knoxville Sentinel 1910b:11). Another month and a half passed and on 28 August there was a brief mention of how the spur line would benefit the newly constructed addition to the S.S. McCampbell livestock stables, visible in Figure XX (The Journal and Tribune 1910a:4).
On 3 September 1910 it was reported that the ordinance presented back in July of that year was finally passed, giving Southern Railway the right to build their spur line along Campbell Avenue and over Sneed and Sullivan Streets into the 40KN223 study area (Knoxville Sentinel 1910c:14). However, on September 24th, the mayor of Knoxville, S. G. Heiskell, vetoed the ordinance due to a clause stating that Southern Railway had permission to construct two tracks on Campbell Avenue, instead of one (Knoxville Sentinel 1910d:7). At the time of his veto, he stated that two tracks on Campbell Avenue “would practically destroy it” (The Journal and Tribune 1910b:11). 
It seems that from 1910 to 1913 there was only one track laid along Campbell Avenue and across Sneed and Sullivan Streets. However, on 3 January 1913 there was a motion put forward by a city commissioner that would allow Southern Railway to build a second track along Campbell Avenue and across Sneed Street (The Journal and Tribune 1913a:7). This motion was passed and on 2 August 1913 a second reading of this ordinance was presented (The Journal and Tribune 1913b:7) and on the 23rd of that month the ordinance was presented a third time, finally passing (The Journal and Tribune 1913c:7). By 11 November of that year, official ordinance number 81 was published granting Southern Railway permission to construct the second track (Knoxville Sentinel 1913:12).
A third and final track was proposed on 10 April 1914 by the same commissioner who proposed the second track ordinance (Knoxville Sentinel 1914a:9). On 2 May 1914, an ordinance was proposed to correct some clerical errors present in the first version of the ordinance (The Journal and Tribune 1914:7). The ordinance was officially published and reported on 2 June 1914 which gave Southern Railway permission to construct a second spur line (technically the third on Campbell Avenue) that would provide rail access to Schaad & Rotach (what is this?), visible in Figure XX (Knoxville Sentinel 1914b:9).
[image: ]
Figure XX. 1917 Sanborn Fire Insurance map edited to illustrate railroad spur lines.
A city ordinance was passed three years later on 17 May 1914, that allowed the Southern Railway Company to implement a railroad spur line along Campbell Avenue, westward over First Creek directly on top of the location of the 40KN223 neighborhood (Booker 2014: 21).
The reasoning behind the placement of the spur can be inferred from a newspaper piece published on 21 April 1905 by the Knoxville Sentinel. In this piece (Figure XX), the author writes that “business men of Knoxville” requested that the “high officials” of Southern Railway to construct the line specifically in the Bowery district because it was “an eye-sore” and that the spur line would make the area more attractive to industrial businesses (Knoxville Sentinel 1905).
[image: ]
Figure XX. Clipping from Knoxville Sentinel newspaper published on 21 April 1905.
	This decision may have made the transportation of industrial goods convenient for these businesses, but the railroad spur also adversely affected the local residents who lived or crossed Campbell Avenue on a daily basis. For those living in the immediate vicinity of the tracks, the daily soundscape of the neighborhood now included the whistles, hisses, and metallic shrieking of the trains that frequented the spur line. 
By the time the railroad spur was approved and constructed, the 40KN223 neighborhood was a majority Black neighborhood, making it a part of the larger Black Cripple Creek community. This community was centered not only along the crooked bend of First Creek, but also along Campbell Avenue. Neely (2019:132) describes Campbell Avenue as “at the heart of Cripple Creek, between Willow and East Jackson” which complicates the interpretation of the railroad spur on this part of the landscape. Notably, the spur line did not run along the entirety of Campbell Avenue. As illustrated in Figure XX, it exited Campbell Avenue just after crossing Patton Street towards the east and from there followed bend of First Creek towards the northeast to eventually unite with the larger concentration of railway lines along Jackson Avenue.
(finish this thought. Why is this important?)

Segregating Barriers & Urban Renewal Connections
	Knoxville’s contemporary landscape is partly defined by the segregating barrier of the James White Parkway, constructed as a result of urban renewal in the mid-twentieth century. From the perspective of a map, the parkway evokes striking imagery: a flowing web of curving roads, on-ramps and exit-ramps, a clear dividing line between two parts of the city. The highway is at least six lanes wide, with more if the various on and off ramps are considered. Of the three bridges, only one reaches the upper downtown district and the Old City district, two of Knoxville’s most popular areas for walking to the various restaurants, bars, shops, and other attractions. These bridges have shallow sidewalks and no lanes for bicycle traffic. With more pedestrian friendly construction, the bridges could have facilitated walking or biking into town, the most preferable option for the east Knoxville neighborhoods because these options require no bus fare or time spent hunting down a parking space in the city’s limited parking areas, most of which are paid by the hour during peak business hours. 
Local historians, news outlets, and institutions of the Black community such as the Beck Cultural Exchange Center, have argued that the James White Parkway has had a mostly negative impact on the Black community of Knoxville due to its nature as a physical and economic barrier between the community and the city proper (Dennis 2022; Wheeler 2005:199-200). This map displays the basic demographic composition of the east Knoxville landscape compared to the surrounding landscape. Highlighted in purple is the parkway. For Black residents of the east Knoxville landscape to reach the downtown areas of Knoxville, they must traverse the parkway.
[image: ]
Figure XX. The USGS plat map (left) shows the James White Parkway highlighted in purple. The racial demographics map (right) shows the where the black population is concentrated with the James White Parkway highlighted in purple.
Using the James White Parkway as an example, can First Creek also be considered a segregating barrier? This question became a primary focus of my research early in the process of learning about urban renewal within the historical context of Knoxville. The removal and displacement of Black residents at site 40KN223 in 1910 and the barrier-like landmark of First Creek inspired this research question. However, after a couple of years devoted to learning about and understanding how the Black community of Knoxville grew and where on the landscape they lived, it became clear that the answer to this question was more nuanced than previously thought. Newspaper articles of the time period illustrate that First Creek was not likely perceived as a segregating barrier by the general population. 
By the late nineteenth century, it seems that Knoxvillians noticed a peculiar lack of public parks within the municipality. In June of 1888, an article published by the Journal and Tribune of Knoxville discussed this need for public parks. The valleys of First and Second Creek were proposed as ideal spaces for these parks, with the streams flowing through the middle of the parks on either side the city core. In 1905 this topic was raised again, this time in the Knoxville Sentinel, in which different areas were suggested, including the First Creek area from Vine Avenue to the riverfront. The article mentioned the flood hazard and  suggested a culvert that would cover First Creek and prevent the flooding to deal with this issue (this was actually a case of foreshadowing, because that is exactly what ended up happening to First Creek during urban renewal). 
The topic of creating public parks along the First Creek valley popped up again in the early 1910s, exactly when Southern Railroad’s First Creek spur line expansion took over much of the 40KN223 landscape. 
In the figure below, I highlight the streets with more than 50% Black residents in dark blue, while mixed neighborhoods are highlighted in light blue. The creeks are highlighted in red. This map, a sheet index from the 1890 Sanborn Fire Insurance maps of Knoxville, illustrates that the Black community of Knoxville was not segregated behind either First or Second Creek. Rather, the community was spread out across the landscape but clustered in specific areas, some of which include the valleys of First and Second Creek. The highest density of majority Black streets are in East Knoxville and especially in the Cripple Creek landscape.
[image: ]
Figure XX. An edited Sanborn map from 1890 showing majority Black streets in dark blue and mixed streets in light blue.
Thirteen years later in 1903 another Sanborn index sheet was drafted. Using the same process as before, I mapped all streets with majority Black and mixed populations. Visible in Figure XX, this map further reinforces the notion that First Creek was not used as a segregating barrier. The creek valleys continued to be hotspots for Black residents, as well as areas in the northwest, the northeast, and especially East Knoxville.
[image: ]
Figure XX. An edited Sanborn map from 1903 showing majority Black streets in dark blue and mixed population streets in light blue.
Finally, an edited Sanborn map from 1917 shows that even after the erasure of the 40KN223 neighborhood, the black community of Knoxville was not segregated behind First or Second Creek (Figure XX below). The Second Creek valley continues to be a hotspot for Black residents as well as the First Creek valley and the Cripple Creek area.  
[image: ]
Figure XX. An edited Sanborn map from 1917 showing majority black and mixed population streets.
	The argument that First Creek was utilized or perceived as a segregating barrier weakens when viewing these growth patterns. The Black community was clearly living in many different parts of Knoxville’s landscape on either side of First Creek. The creek was fitted with bridges for crossing at various points (usually where roads intersect with the creek) which facilitated access to the city core. 
	When researching newspaper articles regarding either the 40KN223 neighborhood or First Creek itself, however, it is possible that there was a segregating barrier after all. The barrier was not a physical object but was instead a social stigmatization of the First Creek valley which also extended into the Bottom landscape as well. Newspaper reports of sickness, crime, house fires, and dangerous working conditions in and around the neighborhood are among the most common results from the Newspapers.com digital database. 
[image: ]
Figure XX. Newspaper clippings of reported crimes in the 40KN223 neighborhood.
[image: ]
Figure XX. Newspaper clippings of reported fires in the neighborhood.
[Insert photo of newspaper reports of sickness]
[Insert photo of newspaper reports of dangerous working conditions]
	News reporting is always biased to some extent and the same can be said for newspapers in the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. While these reports may have been accurate, they nonetheless are susceptible to biases related to attracting readers with sensational headlines. The newspaper reports of crimes in the neighborhood are particularly suspect. Urban Black communities were easy targets for these kinds of reports (Lamon 1981:78). 
[Discuss how the stigmatization of the First Creek valley / Cripple Creek / Bottom likely operated as more of a segregating barrier than the creek itself]
· Discuss Welles (1919)
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ANOTHER CASE OF SMALL POX,

John Cardy, Colored, of 110 Sullivan
Street, Latest Victim of Discase.

Another case of small-pox was re-
ported today to the health officers.
It is:

JOHN CARDY, colored, 110 Sulllvan
street,

The house {s undes quarantine, and
Cardy will be taken to the pest camp
on the river, His case is not consid-
ered serious. The remaining patients,
who have been reported in The Sent}-
nel, are improving, and all expect to
be out soon. Only one of Mike Wrenn's
children has small-pox, and he is get-
ting along admirably.
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The First creek spur will be con-
structed for the present as far as
Schaad & Rotach’s furniture fac-
tory, in the tenderloin district, one
and a quarter miles long. It wlll

eventually be extended, it is sald, to |

the Tennessee river,

is being constructed in order to open
this district to manufactories, and in-
cidentally to prevent other railroads
from getting into that part of the city.
Business men of Knoxville, it is said,
also asked high officials of the South-
ern to build the line, as the bowery
district is an eye-sore to the city, and

the spur line wili make it suitable for
manufacturing plants,

First creek spur
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AN ATROGIOUS CRIME.

A Follow Who Would Best a Negro
Woman to Deatn.

One of the most atrocians nets that hs
ever taken piace i the cripplo creek
atter dusk. :

WOUNDS BLED PDOFUSELY

Jim Basett in Jail on Charge of|
Pelovious Assault.

1o Bt & st ot he Bewecy i
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T e o
o ey
oo e
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S L

ALLEY

SHE DIDN'T HIT
HER HUSBAND

But She Did “Wing” a Pedestrian
Who Was Walking Along About
& Block Distant.

John and Cora Mock, busband and
wite and both of Ethiopian descent, live
e Bullivancotibatcs, Foe qosae tit 467
have dwelt together, sometimes for Mrm:
i sometimes for worse, Occasionally
they have a family dar, and last migt,
ogt 1114 ockock oceurred ane of hoea

inga.  For her . o sl
iatal o at Jesst thats srhat.the polic
Tay ot i, Oors. puled the " thage
e or fiva times and as many misces

ere ‘sped on. their. way, | Tackily for
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The department had a small blaze at
11 o'clock today.

Sparks falling on the house of Wm,
Dailey, 112 Sullivan street, set the shin.
gles on fire, The prompt response of
the department stopped the fire, It
was five blocks away from the Com-
merce station, but the companies got
there in one minute.

s-mnlll;;n—h‘!h
A small frame cottage near the cor-

ner of Jackson avenue and Sullivan street
was burned to the mnd thh n‘wrn-

ing

located *in the rear xo&nplnn s l!v-
ery stable. 'l'lu dam: caused

fire will not exceed

was No. 119 Sullivan mt,

by Laura Payne, colored.

THREE FIRES ON SATURDAY

Gave the Firemen a Little Exercise
For a Change.

There were three fires yesterday, one

! which damaged the house which first

caught and the two which surrounded it
to the amount of about $400, another!

$398 less damage

| e

| which caused about

!than the first, and still a third which |,

caused $2 less than the last one, or none |
at all,

The first fire occurred yesterday morn-
{ ing about 3:35 o'clock, when the house at
1115 Sullivan street, owned by Mrs. Geor-
giana McCormick, caught and burned to

(the ground. The houses on either side
of this were also damaged stightly. The

—_———

TWO HOUSES DAMAGED.

Two cheap houses belonging to Peter
Staub were partially destroyed by fire
about 3 o'clock yesterday. The buildings
were small. one story wooden structures

standiug on Sullivan street near Central
street and were insured, The alarm
was responded to by engipe company No.
2 and wagon company No, 1.

TWO RRE ALARMS .
IN QUICK SUCCESSION

Firemen Were on the Jump for

a Short While.

Tyvo fire alars™s were turned in with-
in thirty minutes of each other Satur-
day worning.

broke out in the ml of the house
y Wi Carter, colored, No.

e SRS

at 11 o'clock. The small blaze,

TaRdibied by o o S and
k ' com, B

the chentlcal a. 5!!::“ ¥

will





