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wilder, entertainment-oriented 
me, however, 
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The Strong 
bu i L t 

. , n 
Sui Lding 

1903 

Opposite Page, Top: The northern facade of the 
historic Strong BuiLding. 

Opposite Page, Bottom: The southern facade of the 
Strong BuiLding. 
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Above: The weste rn and northen facades of the Strong 
Building as seen from South Marke t Street 
Lus t will be constructed as an addition t o the e xi st ing 
Strong Building. The Strong Buildi ng wa s built in 1903 
at the corner of Ea st Fourteenth Street and South Market 
Street on Chattanooga ' s South s ide, and i s s till owned 
by a loca l family. At one time, a small bar ca lled 
Ri ch' s occ upied the building, though t he dates of that 
occupancy a re unknown . Regardle ss, it is clear th at the 
Strong Building has been vacant for some time. 

The St r ong Bui l ding is three stories i n height, 
and has a tri ang u la r s hape in ptan. Entry i s gained 
th r ough th e small, west ern side of the building. There 
is, however, a secondary entrance in the seventh bay of 
the northern f acade . The Strong Bui l ding has a conc rete 
s tructure a nd bri c k facades on the northern and we s tern 
face s of the bui lding. The northern facade i s broken 
int o seven bays, and the small, weste rn facade consists 
of just one bay . The southern f acade i s made of pl aste r ­
coat ed brick. The easte rn facade is obscu red by a number 
18 

Above : The entry to what was once Ri ch's in t he Strong 
Building as seen fr om South Market Street 

of shacks and secondary structu res. 
De sp i te its condi t i on of di s repair, the Strong 

Building ; s st i ll a hand some building. It s odd s hape 
give s it characte r, and it s propo rtions are comf ortab le. 
The appearance o f the Strong Bui lding also corre s po nd s to 
the context of the South s ide, where the majority of the 
building s a re of s imi la r height , s ize and ma t erialit y. 
Such simi larity makes the building seem appropriate t o 
it s site. 

19 



The Site of Lust 

Lust will occup y the empty l ot (seen above> to the 
east of the Strong Bu; lding . Like the Strong Bui lding 
that creates the s i te ' s we ste rn boundry, the site it se lf 
i s triangular in s hape; its property l ine s follow the 
line s imp l ied by th e edges of the Strong Bui l ding_ The 
vacant l o t has a buildable a re a of r oughly 23,000 s quare 
feet . The s ite is also f lat. 

The s ite, though rather l a rge, i s surounded by 
ex i sti ng structure s. The southern edge of the site backs 
up t o the rear facades of shop bui ld ings a l ong Ea st 
Main Street. There i s also evidence that a r oad existed 
between t he sit e and those abandoned retail buildings at 
one time . Small, one- story storage buildings bord er the 
eastern edge of the s i te. East Four teenth Street and the 
serv ice area of the Chattanooga Choo-choo make up the 
s it e ' s northern boundary . 
20 

Above: The obscu red eas tern fa cade and 
nort he rn facade of the Strong Building as 
seen across Ea st 14th Street. The future 
site of Lust i s to the immediate left 
of the Strong Bui l di ng, as seen in this 
picture. One of several smal l secondary 
bui l dings const ructed along the Strong 
Building ' s eastern i s also vi s ib le in the 
photograph . 
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A Site for Parking 
A second possible site also exists to the south 

of the Strong Building. A road easment separates this 
southern site from the strong building. As a result, 
Lust, as an additon to the Strong Building, could not 
be built here. This sou thern site could be utilized as 
parking, though . This secondary site fa ces directly onto 
South Market Street. An office building and the rear 
facades of shop buildings along East Main Street c reate 
the site's southern boundary, and the Strong Building 
borders the site to the north. like the primary site 
dis cussed previously, this site is devoid of vegetation 
with the exception of some tall weeds . Both sites are 
also completely flat. 

Opposite page: The rear facade s of buildings along 
East Ma in Street as seen across the secondary site. 

Below: The secondary s ite, the southern facade of the 
Strong Building and South Market Street 



Site AnaLysis 

IILust" wi L L be Located at the corner of Market 
Street and 14th Street on the Southside of Downtown 
Chattanooga. The site, 23, 887.5 square feet in area, 
is currentLy zoned M-1, and is expected to stay in that 
zoning cLassification as a rezoning is not necessary. 
VirtuaLLy aLL surrounding pLots of Land are aLso zoned 
M-1. The one exception is a parceL of Land at the nearby 
corner of East Main Street and Market Street, which is 
zoned C-3. M-1 zoning is primariLy intended for Low­
LeveL manufacturing. C-3 zoning is for muLtipLe-tenant 
commerciaL buiLdings. 

The area surrounding Lust's future site is expected 
to undergo some rezoning in the future. Much of the 
Land on the west side of Market Street is expected to 
be rezoned to R-4 and C-3. The rezoning wiLL permit the 
redeveLopment and renovation of the existing structures 
there to accommodate apartments and retai L vendors. 
ALso, the Land aLong East Main Street is expected to 
have a simiLar rezoning so that the existing structures 
can be renovated to accommodate retaiL deveLopment. 

CurrentLy, the area surrounding the site is 
experiencing a successfuL redeveLopment. ALthough many, 
if not most, of the immediateLy proximate buiLdings are 
abandoned, diLapidated, and negLected, many deveLopers 
are taking the time to renovate them to accommodate 
new uses. Three new residentiaL neighborhoods have 
been buiLt two bLocks south of Lust's site. Two other 
residentiaL areas have aLso deveLoped two bLocks west of 
the site and two bLocks east of the site. AdditionaLLy, 
a great deaL of commerciaL deveLopment has occurred to 
the immediate north of the site aLong Market Street. 

24 

Site AnaLysis 

The redeveLopment is expected to continue. An 
abandoned hoteL across the street from the site is going 
to be redeveLoped as apartments. New construction is 
aLso beginning aLong East Main Street to fiLL in the 
gaps between the existing buiLdings to repair the urban 
fabric of the area. 

The area surrounding Lust's site is characterized 
by four-story buiLdings buiLt at the beginning of the 
twentieth century. Most are brick. The buiLdings have a 
simiLar scaLe and proportion that unifies their facades 
aLong the streetscape. This portion of the Southside 
is near Chattanooga's now prospering Latino community, 
known as IILittLe GuatemaLa", and is bound to the south 
by Interstate 24. Downtown Chattanooga is onLy a few 
bLocks to the north. Other nearby neighborhoods incLude 
ALton Park, HighLand Park, St. ELmo, and the South Broad 
area. 

CircuLation is primariLy concentrated on Market 
Street, and the fLow of traffic is fairLy continuous. 
Market Street is a major artery through downtown 
Chattanooga, and it serves to Link North Chattanooga, 
Downtown, and Hixon wi t h Lookout Mounta ina nd ot he r 
southern suburbs of Chattanooga. Market Street aLso 
handLes a bus route. There are two bus stops within a 
short distance of Lust's site. East Main Street is aLso 
an important road, but carries onLy a fraction of the 
traffic carried by Market Street. 

An important and famous city Landmark, the 
Chattanooga Choo-Choo is across 14th Street from Lust's 
site. The once active raiLroad depot is now a hoteL, 
souvenir shop and museum. The hoteL attracts many 
tourists that come to see Chattanooga. 25 
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Southside Area Map 
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Zoning AnaLysis 

The foLLowing information pertains to Section 4a of the 
KnoxviLLe Ordinance for KnoxviLLe, Tennessee concerning 
RP-1, RP-2, and RP-3 PLanned ResidentiaL Districts. 

Yard Setbacks: 
1. Front Yards: 

A. ALL detached singLe-famiLy dweLLings must 
have a front yard setback of 25 feet. The 
pLanning commission wiLL determine the 
setbacks for other structures. 

B. Where 25% or more of the Lots on the same 
side of the street between two intersecting 
street have an identicaL setback of greater 
than 25 feet, any new buiLding must adhere 
to that common setback. 

2. Side Yards or Periphery Boundary: 

Parking: 

A. ALL bui Ldings must have a minimum setback 
of 25feet, with an addition 2 feet for each 
fLoor above two. 

When parking is not encLosed within a structure, it must 
be screened with evergreen pLants that wi LL obtain a 
minimum height of 5feet within one year. For every 10, 
000 square feet of parking, a minimum of 500 square feet 
of Landscaping is required. For every 5,000 square feet 
of parking, a tree capabLe of reaching 40 feet in height 
must be pLanted. ResidentiaL off-street parking must be 
either a Lot or a driveway. Parking must be at Least 5 
feet from the rear Lot Line. The strip of Land between 
any parking area and the Lot Line must be pLanted. The 
maximum grade of any parking staLL is 10%. No driveway 
may be constructed within 25 of a Lot Line. 

29 



Zoning AnaLysis 

Height Restrictions: 
There are no mandated height restrictions for RP-1, RP· 
2, and RP·3 Planned Residential Districts. 

Density: 
For an RP-1 District, the density may reach 24 dwelling 
units per acre. 
For an RP-2 District, the density may reach 40 dwelling 
units per acre. 
For an RP-3 District, the density may reach 80 dwelling 
units per acre. 

The following information pertains to Section 1 of the 
Knoxville Ordinance for Knoxville, Tennessee concerning 
General Agricultural Districts. 

Yard Setbacks: 

30 

1. Front Yards: 
All front yards must have a minimum depth of 35 
feet. 

2. Side Yards: 
A. For single story dwellings and accessory 

structures, side yards must be greater 
than 12 feet. An additional 4 feet must be 
provided for each story over one. 

B. For churches and other accessory buildings, 
the side yard must have a minimum setback 
of 35 feet. 

Zoning AnaLysis 

3. Rear Yards: 
A. Rear yards must have a minimum depth of 35 

feet. 
B. Unattached buildings must not be within 10 

feet of any rear lot line. 

Height Regulations: 
No building can exceed 2.5 stories or 35 feet in 
height. 

Density: 
No farm, ranch or parcel of land can be divided into lots 
of less than 10 acres, except for non-residential uses. 
Land can never be reduced to lots of less than 1 acre. 

Parking: 
Residential off-street parking must be either a lot or a 
driveway. Parking must be at least 5 feet from the rear 
lot line. The strip of land between any parking area 
and the lot line must be planted. The maximum grade of 
any parking stall is 10%. No driveway may be constructed 
within 25 of a lot line. 

31 
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The Chattanooga Choo-Choo 
One full block north of the site along Market Street 
;s the front entry to the famous Chattanooga Choo­
choo hotel. The Choo-chao's main bu ilding ;s recessed 
from the edge of Market Street, and the void creates 
a plaza-like situation along Market Street. The entry 
area ; s quite attractive, and is fully landscaped 
with s hrubbery, trees, and perennial flowering plants. 
Because of the vegetat i on and the shade it provides, 
this block is somewhat cooler than the surrounding 
area during the hot summer months. The area around 
the Choo-chao's main entry ;s aLso very clea n and well 
mai ntained, unlike much of the Southside. The front 
entry to the Choo-chao faces onto Market Street, one 
of Chattanooga's main downtown roads. Market Street 
carries a great deal of traffic, and is usually busy 
at all hours. Because of the traff i c, t he area around 
the front of the Choo-choo i s somewhat no i sy. 
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The Chattanooga Choo-Choo 
Above: To the north of the site and the existing Strong 
Bui lding ; s East Fourteenth Street. East Fourteenth Street 
is a two-way thoroughfare that functions primar; ly as 
a service road for the Chattanooga Choo-chao, a Holiday 
Inn Hotel. Directly across East Fourteenth Street from 
the site is the Chattanooga Choo-chao's service area. 
The area, though free of garbage, has a very noticable 
and equally unpleasant odor. The area ;s rarely active, 
and trucks only come periodically to remove the dumpsters 
or make coccasional deliveries. East Fourteenth Street 
carries virtually no traffic. East Fourteenth Street has 
two outlets: one to Market Street, and another to East 
filain Street. 

Opposite Page : The Chattanooga Choo·Choo also has an 
accompanying parking garage. Local public transit, which 
could be utilized by club patrons, makes frequent stops 
at this garage. 
44 



South Market Street 

46 

South Market Street is a busy, mut; -use, 
street cur rently undergoing a transformation. 
once neglected, South Mar ke t St reet i s 
revitalizing . 

urban 
Though 

quickly 

Opposite Page: This abandoned hotel o n So uth Market Street 
is expected to be converted i nto loft apartments in the 
near future . Similar redevelopment occured recently two 
blocks to the North on South Market Street i n the old 
St. John hotel. The vacant hote L was r emodeled to hou se 
seve ral, luxurious loft apartments , a re st aurant, and 
some retail bu s ine sses. 

Ab ove : Storefronts along 
across from the Strong 
underg o ing redeve l opmen t . 

South Market Street directly 
Building that are currently 
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South Market Street 

Above : Existing commercial development to the north of 
the Strong Building and the future site of Lust on South 
Market Street. 

Opposite 
opened in 
Street. 

Page, 
these 

top: Re s taurant s and s hops recently 
once vacant building s along South Market 

Oppos ite Page, bottom: The intersection of South Market 
Street and East Main Street . 
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South Marke t Street 
Above: An abandoned commerciaL building along South 
Market Street. Opposite Page: Across South Market Street 
from the Strong building is a wide driveway and parking 
lot that services several newly rennovated apartment 
builings off of South Market Street. The new apartments 
are part of the revitalization currently taking place 
in the area. 
50 
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Contrary to what its name suggests, East Mai n 
Street is not one of Chattanooga ' s main streets. East 
"'ain Street is, however, one of the bus iest and most 
important roads in Chattanooga's Southside. East "'ain 
Street i s the only major east/ west thoroughfare in the 
Souths i de . The other major roads i n t he area, South 
Market Street and South Broad Street run in a north/ 
south orientation. As a result, East Main Street carries 
a large amount of traffic . East Main Street begins at 
the base of Missionary Ridge to the Ea st , and continues 
west ward to Tennes s ee Highway 27. 

Ea s t Main Street also serves to define seve ral 
neighborhoods in Chattanooga. To the east, Ea st "'ain 
Street serves as the southern boundary to Highland Park, 
a nearby, historical, downtown neighborhood currently 
undergoing gentrification and rapid redeve l opment. 
Highland Park is a mixed use neighborhood that contains 
residential st reet, commercial development and industrial 
activities. Highland Park, after decades of neglect, is 
52 

-- ~ 

r ev i vi ng, and that redevelopment is expected to continue 
along the length of Main Street . 

East Main Street also defines the no r thern boundary 
of "Little Guatemala", Chattanooga ' s growing Hispanic 
barrio. This neighborhood is growing quickly, and is 
expected to continue gr owing for some time . A large 
number of Hispanic shops and restau rants have opened 
in the immediate area, and the businesses are thriving. 
As with the case of Highland Park, thi s neighborhood ' s 
growth is expected to influence similar growth on East 
Mai n Street. 

East Main Street al so defines the northern boundary 
of the city's new re s idential development s ponsored 
by Chattanooga Neighborhood enterprise. Chattanooga 
Neighborhood Enterprise, CNE, is a non -profit organization 
affiliated wit h the city of Chattanooga whose aim 
is t o redevelop blighted neighborhoods . Chattanooga 
Neighborhood Enterprise recently completed a large 
development one block south of East Main Street. The 
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development in cluded office bui ldings, loft a partment s , 
condomi niums, and s ingle-fami l y houses. I t is t he city's 
hope t hat the development will i nd uce other development 
in the area to occur. 

East Main Street is lined with th ree and four 
s t o r y height bu i ld i ngs with traditi onal storefronts. 
The buil dings have a consistent spacing from the street, 
whi ch unifi es the a ppea ra nce of the st reet. The buildings 
have la rge windows, and most have br i ck facades. The 
existing buildings create an attractive st reetscape 
where each building i s vi s ua ll y independent but conforms 
to an overall vis ual organ i zat i on. Although some of 
t he buildings are occup ied by sma ll retai l bu si ne sses , 
the majority of the buildings are current ly vacant. 
The bui l dings were const ructed at the beginning of the 
twenti eth century. 

East Mai n Street provides an p leasa nt pedestrian 
condi t i on. The even spac i ng of t he buildings from t he 
street generates a comfor ta b le walking environment_ 
The s idewa l k i s a l so qui te wide, provi ding ampl e space 
between st r ol ling pedestrians and passing veh i c le s . 
Because t r af fi c t r avels slowl y, pedestrians also feel 
sa fe wal king along a four· lane road. Noise, however, is 
a problem; the traffic generates a lot of noise. Heat 
during t he summer i s also problem, but vegetat i on is the 
form of pl anted shade trees could help the s ituat i on. 

Opposite Page, Top: A west·facing view of East Ma in 
Street at its int ersection wi th South Market Street. 

Opposite Page, Bottom: One of the many buildings along 
East Main Street curr ently undergoing rennovation 
for future use. The two lots on either s ide of th i s 
building have a l so been sold . The const r uct i on of new 
buildings has already begu n on the lot to the right. 
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Context Parti 

Lust wiLL foLLow the precedent for height and size set 
by the surrounding urban context. Rather than attempt­
ing to break with the pattern aLready set in pLace 
within the city's configuration, Lust wiLL accommodate 
it. This, Lust wiLL be a Like a patch, fiLLing in a 
void within the city's fabric. WhiLe Lust fiLLs in the 
void Left in the urban fabric of downtown Chattanooga, 
the new entertainment venue wiLL heLp to restore the 
southside to a vitaL neighborhood fuLL of Life. 
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'~ 

Design Direction Parti 
Lust wiLL be buiLt as an addition to the existing 
Strong BuiLding. The exterior massing of Lust wiLL 
be based upon the massing of the existing buiLding. 
The strong repetition of structure and its rythm wiLL 
punctuate the facades of Lust; the rythm Lends itseLf 
so weLL to the puLsing beats of techno music. The edge 
condition of Lust's exterior wiLL foLLow the Lines im­
pLied by the shape of the Strong BuiLding. The resuLt 
wiLL be a trianguLar buiLding, fiLLing the gap Left 
within the city. Lust's Structure wiLL simiLarLy be 
based upon the system empLoyed by the existing struc­
ture, aLbeit a modernized version. 
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ReLation of Interior 
Space to the exterior 

~~-~ 

Site 
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A..nesia 
LO'cation:' Toronto, 
I " . , . 'tects: II by IV , 

tertaining. " 

, . , Moni ca . "In Living Color." 
~oye"ber· 1996: 136·139. 

, ~ fusion 
~ocation: Toronto 
Architect: II by IV 

ect: Tropi cana (please see at tach~e"t) 
;t.oc,lIti on: Havana, Cuba '-

tect: Ma x Borges , Jr . 
shell con crete vaults night ,~ club. " 

~ rcbitecture June 1954: 110·113 ~ 
~ ,.... . 
Cgntract Interjor s January'~1951 ! , .. - -
~gntract In t erjgrs Sept 
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