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part-time farmers questioned rented an average of 12.6 acres (Table IV).
The total acreage rented out on part-time farms averaged 1.6 acres per
farm (Table IV). Of the 128 part-time farmers in the sample, only 10
farmers or 7.8 percent rented land out to other farmers. Only a total of

212 acres were involved in this tenure arrangement.

Labor. A critical resource needed by all farmers is labor. The
availability of farm labor remains limited at the price the farmers are
willing to pay. For part-time farmers the demand for labor remains high
due to his oﬁn inability to work on the farm when needed. Part-time
farmers have peak labor requirement periods during the planting and
harvest seasons. Labor needs for both the farm and off-farm job neces-
sitate a constant labor management program to handle these peak labor
requirement periods. Sixty-eight percent of the part-time farmers inter-
viewed in the second survey indicated labor shortage or limited time to
manage the farm as being a problem on their particular farms. The
incidence of farmers identifying the availability of farm labor as a farm
problem would seem to be an indication of the situation existing on many
part-time farms.

Family labor. The farm labor shortage on part-time farms had two
direct effects on the families of those part-time farmers. First, family
labor was utilized in the part-time farming operation by nearly all
farmers. Second, 68 percent of the farm operators indicated that they
used their vacation period from their off-farm job to perform farming
tasks. By devoting vacation periods to the farm ;peration, these part-

time farmers were able to harvest and/or market their crops.



























































































































































































































































