August 10, 1955

To the Graduate Council:

I am submitting herewith a thesls written by Anna
Grace Catron entitled "The Public Career of David Crockett."
I recommend that it be ascepted for nine quarter hours of
eredit in partiel fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Arts, with a me jor in History.

Majoy/Professor

We have read this thesis
and recommend its acceptance:

Accepted for the Council:




THE PUBLIC CAREER OF DAVID CROCEETT

A THESIS

Submitted to
The Graduste Council
of
The University of Tennessee
in
Partiel Fulfillment of the Regquirements
for the degree of
Master of Arts

by
Annea Grace Catron

August 1955



PREFACE

There are two David Crocketts--the mythical hero and
the living man., Young readers devour with thrill and excite-
ment the legendary lore of Davy's feats as Indlian fighter,
bear killer, and expert rifleman. To them he 1s something of
a superman, Mature readers, historians, and others read blog-
raphies and other ascounts pertaining to the real David Crockett.
Since it is difficult to plsce him in history and to eppraise
his public life, to them he becomes a controversial person.

The legendary Devy Crockett weighed two hundred pounds
at birth, was rocked in a cradle made of a snapping turtle
shell, and brought up on such "delicate baby foods" as wild
buffalo's milk, mixed with bolled corncobs and tobacco leaves,
He grew up into half-horse and half-alligator, so tall that he
had to be whittled down to man size with an ax and adze by his
Uncle Roarious before he sould go hunting in the forests around
his home. He could wade the Mississippi, ride a stresk of
lightning, hug a bear too close for comfort, whip his weight
in wildcats, grin a coon out of & tree, and clip a leaf off
the twig with his rifle. His companions were a pet bear,

Death Hug, & buffelo which he called Mississipp, and his hunt-

ing dogs, Whirlwind, Tiger, Deathmsul, snd Thunderbolt.>

 irwin Shapiro, Yankee Thunder: Legendary Life of Davy
Crockett (Julian Messner, inc., New York, (e i§41i).
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Many writers, drawing largely from Crockett's Auto-
biography, have produced works designed to capture the imagina-
tion of the juvenile resder. As a result a number of popular
stories have been written about David Crockett, But on the
other hand, writers have neglected to provide pertinent materiel
for the adult reader, with the result that sources for an ob-
Jective study of the subjest are relatively inadequate., Al-
though the Autobiography, first published in 1834, is woven
around indisputable facts of Crockett's life and gives a feirly
accurate account of his life story, some critics have questioned
ita authorship. A professor at the University of Georgla wrote
an artiole which summarizes the following evidence supporting
the claim that Augustin(e] Smith Clayton, a judge of Georgla,
wrote the books that have been published with the name of
David Crookett as author. He states that Crockett and Clayton
were contemporaries and political colleagues in Congress dur-

ing the early 1830's. In the Autobiography Crockett refers

to Clayton, who substituted for him at a publioc meeting when

he was touring the North and East, as a fluent speaker. Pos-
slbly this 1s a case of a man being able to boast of his own
abllity as a speaker. The artiscle also mentions that Clayton's
son, Williem Wirt Clayton, had saild in a letter that his father
had written for Colonel Crockett in his lifetime a book about
the Colonel's life. Concerning a blography of Martin Van Buren,
which Crockett is supposed to have written, the Georgla writer
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states that much of it is devoted to the finer points of
Georgla politica, for whieh Judge Clayton's vocabulary would
have been adequate, but not Crockott'a.g

The writer lives near Crockett Ridge, northwest of
Morristown, in the section of East Tennessee where Crockett
spent his early life. She began her research on the subject
in 1962, 1In thils brief blography an attempt has been made to
give the mature reader an suthentle and unblased presentation
of David Crookett-~-frontiersmen, soldier, legislator, and
finelly & defender of the Alamo.

The writer wlshes to express her sincere gratitude
and appreciation to Lr. Stanley J. Folmsbee who guided the
research, gave many valuable suggestions, and devoted much
time to helping the writer to improve the study. She 1s also
grateful to Dr. LeRoy P. Graf and Dr. Ralph W. Haskins who
read the manuscript and gave many useful critiecisms. The
wxiter also wishes to thank the members of the library staff
for thelr courteous and valuable assistance in helping her

to procure needed materisls,

A, G, C.

25, D. Wade, "The Authorship of David Crockett's 'Auto-
blography, '" The Georgis Historisal Quarterly, VI (September,
1922), 265-268, William Wirt Clayton's letter was published
in Stephen F., Miller, Bench and Bar of Georgla, I, 185. 1Ibld.,
265-286,
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CHAPTER I
ANCESTRY AND EARLY LIFE

When the first census of the United States was taken
as authorized by the Constitution, 1t contained the name of
David Crockett, born on the Nolichuoky River near the present
Limestone, Tennessee, on August 17, 1786, only seventeen
years after the firat settlement was made on the Watauga
River in what 1s now the state of Tennessee .t

His early ancestors lived in France, but persecuted
for being Huguenots, they escaped along with other Protestants
to England, Ireland, or Americe in the last years of the seven-
teenth century. Theilr French name was de Crocketalgne and the
de Crocketaignes were among those who found refuge in Ulster,
Ireland. It was from Ireland that the sons and two daughters
of the Sleur de Crocketalgne sasiled to America. In the New
World the de Crocketaignes abbreviated their name by dropping

the last syllable and omitting the "de "2

liustin P. Foster, "David Crockett," Tennesses Historical
Magazine, IX (Ootober, 1925), 166. For information concerning
a D.A,R. marker erected on the site of his birthplace between
Greeneville and Jonesboro, see Louise Wilson Reynolds, "The
Pioneer Crockett Family of Tennessee," Daughters of the American
Revolution Magagzine, LV (April, 1921), 187. At the time that
this study 1s being written, the Greeneville Chamber of Commeroce,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the Limestone Ruritan Club are
ocompleting plans to restore the cabin in which 1t is belleved
David Crockett was born. Knoxville Journal, June 13, 1955.

®Mrs. A. A. Campbell, "David Crockett, The Go-Ahead
Man," Confederate Veteran, XXVIII (March, 1920), 104.
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The Crocketts had migrated from Ireland to this coun-
try in the early eighteenth century, but, because they were
of a roving disposition, in less than a half-scentury they
had lived in New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia; and fin-
ally they had settled in North Carolina. The records of
Lincoln County, North Carolina, list land transactions made
by grandfather David as early as 1771 and similar transaoc-
tions made by his oldest son Willlam from 1771 to 1794.°

After the boundary had been sstablished between North
Caroline and Virginlia, the settlers of Wateuga learned that
they were not under the Jjurisdistion of Virginia. For a time
they governed themselves, but in May, 1776, they esked that
the settlements across the mountains be annexed to North Car-
olina.4 Among the signers of the Watauga petition to North
Carolina in 1776 were grandfather Deavld Crockett and hils
oldest son Willinm.s

When the Chickemaugas mede s rald on Carter's Valley
in 1777, David's grandfather Crockett was killed in the family

cabin, located on Crockett Creek, where the ocity of Rogersville

SJames Atkine Shackford, "David Crockett and North Caro-
lina," North Carolina Historical Review, XXVIII (July, 1951), 299.

YReynolds, loc. cit., 187.

5w. L. Saunders, Colonial Records of North Carolina,
10 vols. (Josephus Daniels, Printer to the State, Raleigh,
1890)’ X. 711.
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now stands. Most of the other settlers of the valley had
fled, but the Croocketts had remained.®

David Croockett was the fifth son'7 of John Crockett,
who 18 said to have been in Pennsylvania at the time of the

8

Carter's Valley Massacre, and Rebeccea Hawkins Croockett. His

father was born in Ireland or in passage across the Atlantic
Ocean from Ireland to this country, but his mother wes born
in America in the state of Maryland.g
Rebecca Hawkins was a sister of Jane Hawkins, who
married Colonel Richard Campbell, and also a sister of Sarah

10

Hewkins, the first wife of General John Sevier. The Hawkins

siaters were genuinely proud of their ancestors, who had held
importaent pleces in the history of both Yrance and Sootland.11
Not only did David have a right to be proud of the heri-

tage bequeathed to him by his mother, Rebecca Hawkins Crockett,

6

Samuel Cole Willisms, Tennessee During the Revolutionar
War (The Tennessee Historicsl Commission, Naaﬁviile, 1944), 62,
7

David Crockett, The Autobiography (Charles Scribner's
Sons, Chicago, [c 1923]), 21.

8

Reynolds, loc. cit., 18%7.

®%1111am J. Ghent, "David Crockett,” Allen Johnson and

Dumas Malone, eds., Dictionary of American Blography, 21 vols.
(Charles Soribner's Sons, New York, 1928-1944), fs, 5565,
loJania Preston Collup Frenoch and Zella Armstrong, Notable
Southern Families: The Crockett Family and Gonnoct%gg Lines
1, T J

) ng Printing Company, Bristol, Tennessee (o 1 Y, 529.
This is Volume V in an open series of Notable Southern Families.
11

Amelia Willlams, "A Critical Study of the Siege of the
Alamo end of the Personnel of Its Defenders," Southwestern
Historical Quarterly, XXXVII (October, 1933), 104.
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but he could also feel equally honored by the patriotism and
military passion of his father, John Crockett, who aserved his
country with wvalor during the Revolutionary War at the battle

12 After the war

of King's Mountaln under Colonel Isasac Shelby.
a new county was made from Washington County sand named for
General Nathansel Greene of Revolutionary War fame. Thisz was
the county in which John Crockett was then living and in which
he afterwards held at various times the offlees of maglstrates,
constadble, and rosd t:»omminm.'wner.1:5
With this ancestral bsokground of Huguenot virtues and
Irish herdiness, the primitive environment of the Western
frontler provided a perfect and natural setting for the birth-
plase of one who was equipped by nature to become a famous
hunter, an Indlen fighter, and a typieal frontiersman always
pushing farther into the Weat as ocivilization caught up with

14

him. As a lad of the frontier he hed no opportunity to get

i

i/

12454 ‘and Armstrong, op. oit., 329.

laﬂaynolds, loc., oit., 188, At the time of David Crockett's
birth, the East Tennesses country was engeged in a revolt egainst
North Cerolins, attempting to establish a separate state of
Frenklin under the leadership of John Sevier. John Crockett
seems to have been ildentifled with the Franklinites. Samuel Cole
Williems, History of the Lost State of Franklin (Watauga Press,
Johnson City, Tennessee, 1924), 278. Therefore, there is some
point to the claim advanced recently by Tennesseans that David
was born in the State of Franklin. Since that atate later ocol-
lapsed, however, and North Carclina's authority was confirmed,
1t is technically true that he was born in North Carolina.

Mpremont P. Wirth, The Development of America (Americen
Book Company, Atlanta [c 1941]), 36‘3"'—’5‘04.
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any formal education, but roaming through the wilderness,
canebrakes, thiockets, sand grape jungles, he had access to
unlimited resources as a student of nature with the Indlans
as tutorn.15

‘David never grew tired of his primitive surroundings
for John Croockett moved often and to points distant, When
David was & smsall boy, his parents settled about ten miles
above Greeneville, Tennessee. While they were living here,
an incident happened whioch lingered in David's young and im-
pressionable mind. His uncle, Joseph Hawkins, while hunting
for deer, was decelved by the twitehlng of some leaves and
misteking him for a deer shot a neighbor who was gathering
grapes in & thicket of brushes. The neighbor recovered and
the memory of the accldent was less agonigzing to David then
it might have boon.l6

When David was about seven or eight years old, the
Crocketts mede another move, this time to the mouth of Cove
Creek. Here David's father and a partner by the neme of
Thomas Galbreath started to build a mill. But before the mill

was completed, a storm ralsed the creek to flood atage and the

mill was washed away. This unfortunate incident put the

15wpavid Crockett," Richards Topical Enoyolopedia, edlted
by Ernest Hunter Wright end Nary Heritage Wri E%, Ig vols.
(The Richards Company, Inc., New York [o 1951%), XIV, 567.

IGCrookett, op. oit., 23.
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Crocketts on the road agein. This time they settled in the
part of North Carolina which is now Jefferson County, Tennessee,
and here David's father opened a small tavern to serve team-~

17

sters who traveled from Ablingdon to Knoxville. In 1870 this

part of Jefferson County was joined with portions of Grainger
and Hawkins Counties to form the present Hamblen Oounty.18
Living in a tavern, which was visited by western immi-
grants, was a new experience for Davy, who had always lived in
a baoskwoods cabin in & solitary and isolated atmosphere with
little outside contect. In his new home, although he was be-
coming aocquainted with hard work as well as hard times, he was
also becoming acquainted with people. Thease teamsters, who
stopped at hia father's tavern, were rough, unpolished menj;
but their storlies were interesting to young Crockett, whose
knowledge of the outside world was necessarily very limited.lg
The exact location of the tavern was about a mile east of the

Morris settlement, which was the beginning of the present city

of Morristown, Tennessee. During the Civil War it was used

lvlbid., 24. Andrew Jackson stopped at Croockett's tavern
en route to Jonesboro. Maxine Mathews, "0ld Inns of East
Tennessee," East Tennessee Historical Society's Publications,
No. 2 (1930), 31.

1BCora Davis Brooks, Tennessee - Hamblen County - Histor
of Morristown, 1787-1836: Transoriptions of the County Archives
of Tennessee, No., 32, Hamblen ﬁoung (The Historical §bcorda
Survey, Nashville, July » 40), 3%

19w1111am C. Sprague, Davy Crockett (The Maomillan Company,

New York, 1925), 7.
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as a smallpox hospital, and therefore burned after the war to
destroy 1nfeotion.20
While living in the present Hamblen County, most of
which was then covered by forests, David s a young hunter
doubtless spent meny hours of the day searching for wild ani-
mals. For this reason a mountaein northwest of Morrlistown today
bears the name of Crockett Ridgo.21
This was David Crockett's home until he was about twelve
years of age when he left home to earn money to help his father,
who was usually in hard financisl circumstances. At this time
a Dutoh teamster, Jacob Siler, stopped at the Croockett tavern
en route to Rookville, Virginia. Sinoce the drover was taking
a herd of cattle a diatance of four hundred miles across
mountains end could well use & small boy as a helper, he made
John Crockett an offer for the services of his son David, whose

J
good nature and industry hed attracted the teamster. Although

it meant a hard and perilous trip and furthermore David's

zoBrooka, op. oit., 10. A few years ago the Robert
McFarland Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution met
on the site of the Crockett home and placed a marker near the
old Crockett well. Ibid., In the swmmer of 1949 a resident
in the Morningside seotion of Morristown, while excavating
for a business projest, uncovered the historic Crockett well,
which was lined with hand-~hewn cedar., It may be seen today
et the shed of the Stapleton and Bryant Tobacco Warehouse at
the corner of Park and Trade Street only a few feet from the
old Russellville Pike. Morristown Dally Gszette and Mail,
July 21, 1949.

21

Brooks, op. cit., 10.
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daily wages would probably not exceed twenty~five cents, John
and Rebecca Crockett willingly hired out David, because the
family needed monoy.22

When they reached their destination, only a& short dis-
tance from what 1s now the Natural Bridge, David was surprised
and happy to be given a bonus of five or six dollers by his
employer, who had found his young employee to be a responsible
and trustworthy helper. David, typlocal of youth, was so
pleased with the extra money, that he agreed to the tsamster's
request that he stay with him rather thean go back home.,

However, the enthusiasm aroused by the extra cash soon
wore off; David grew homesick and detemmined to escaps from
his employer. He was qulck to see his chance to escape when
one day three teamsters ocame along who were bound for Knox-
ville and who would be passing near the Crockett tavern. These
teamsters made arrangements for David to meet them the next
morning at a point seven miles from his employer's home; this
David did by rising early, quietly slipping out of his master's
house, and trudging through a heavy snow whioch had fallen dur-
ing the night.

So anxious was the boy to reach home and so impatient

hed he become with the slow horses, that he started out alone

ahead of the teamsters and horses when he wes atill two hundred

22Spraguo, op. oit., 9.
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miles or more away from home. After traveling slone for several
days, he reached the Roanoke River where lucklly he met up
with a jJovial drover, who was returning to his home over the
mountains, wanted a companion, and permitted David to ride
the horse that he was leading, Within fifteen miles of the
Crockett tavern the drover took another road and David lost
no time covering the remainder of the Jjourney home alone and
on root.25

Although David was very happy to be at home again, un-
fortunate oircumstances soon made e prodigal of him. His
father started him to school, but becoming a truant after
four days, he left home to avoid being punlished by his father
and the schoolmester, Benjamin Kitchen.

This time David hired out to a neighbor teamster who
had alsoc employed his elder brother and who was starting to
Virginia with a drove of cattle. At Front Royal his employer
sold his cattle to snother drover, and David started back home
with a brother of the original owner.

Since they had only one horse, David was forced to
walk while his ocompanion rode. He soon grew tired of this
and hired out to another wagoner whom he happened to meet on

the way. Whereupon David turned around in the road, eand in

the company of his new employer was again moving away from

231p1d., 10-13.
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home when he met his brother who was returning to Tennessee
with the remainder of the original company. David's brother
advised him to return home with him, but memories of his tru-
ancy from asschool and the fortheoming punishment induced him
to rofuao.a4

For the next several months young Crockett's life wes
one of aimless direction, After parting at Gerardstown with
his latest employer, who went on to Alexandria to get a re-
turn lcad, David hired out to a farmer by the name of John
Gray for twenty-five cents a day. By frugelity he accumulated
enough from his meager wages as & farm employse to buy a good
sult of clothes, for he hoped to go to Baltimore with the
wagoner when he returned from Alexandrias. This he did the
following spring with much enthusiasm and great anticlpation
of what the city of Baltimore and its people would be liks.

When Davlid and the wegoner had almost reached thelr
destination, thelr horses became frightened, ren away, and
demaged their wagon so badly that they had to stop at a shop
in Baltimore to have 1t repaired.

According to Crockett's Autoblography, this inclident

came near to being s turning-point in David's life., While
delaying in the clty two or three days for theilr wagon to be

repalired, David decided to go down to the wharf. Here he became

®4Edward S. Ell1s, The Life of Colonel David Crockett
(Porter & Coates, Philadelphis [c 1883]), 12-13; Crookett,

OD. clt., 28.
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interested in the big ships and the sallors! stories. 35S0 keen
was his Iinterest that he was on the verge of boarding one of
the vessels and taking a voyage to London. However, when he
informed his employer of hia intentions, the latter atoutly
refused to allow him to go, kept his money and his clothes,
foreed him to return homeward with him, and began to treat
him very oruelly.25

Exasperated from harsh treatment, David stealthily
broke eway from his employer and took to the rosd again wholly
on his own. For the next three years in a slow and arduous
homeward journey, young Crockett worked at wvarious places and
at different ococupations, but always for very low wages., Al
one point on the return journey he narrowly missed being
drowned in crossing Little River, which high winds hsd made
violent and dengerocus. Even veteran boatmen refused to take
him aoross the angry river, but David was so anxious and de~-
termined to reach home that he procured a canoe in which he
finally succeeded in getting escross the river, After warming
his half-frozen body at a house close by, he went on to Sulli-
van County where he met his brother with whom he had started
from home many months previocuasly.

According to Crockett's Autoblography, after remaining

with his brother for a few weeks, David set out on the last

%8G rockett, op. cit., 31-32.
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lap of the Jjourney to his father's tavern. Luckily, when he
reached home late one evening, several teamsters had stopped
at the Crockett tavern for the night and David, now almost
fifteen years of age, waa able to slip in unnotliced and take
his place at the family taeble before being recognized by his
eldest sister. His unexpected return brought so much joy and
happiness to the once anxious but now excited family that
David was overcome with humlility and regret for his long ab-
sence from hc:mo.z6

Such vivid experiencesz with teamsters, farmers, and
sallors, together with the fast that David was now fifteen
yoears old, were ample ressons to give him an exceptional
measure of maturity as shown by the menner in which he re-
sponded to his improvident father's need for finaneial aid.
Scoon after his return home John Crockett hired him out to a
neighbor, to whom the elder Crockett owed a2 note of thirty-six
dollars, with the promise that any money David might earn
thereafter would be his own. Because of his sincere love for
his femily, David worked for this oreditor neighbor for six
months and thus paild off the note. But, since this neighbor
kept a disreputable place, David refused to make a new con-
traoct with him,

Having discharged this financilal obligation of his

father's, David now engaged his services to a Quaker, John

261b1a., 33-36.
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Kennedy, who lived fifteen miles from the Crockett home.
But he had worked only a short time when his second employer
presented him with a note for forty dollars whioh John Crockett
owed him., Therefore, David worked a second six months to can-

27 The average boy of David's

cel another note for his father.
age and training, recalling his promised freedom, would have
felt no obligation to accept any responsiblility for the second
note held against his father, but David realiged that his
father's honor was at stake and therefore felt that 1t was
his filial duty to help him in this embarrassing financlal
aituation.za
After paying off the note which his father owed the
Queaker, David csontinued to work for the latter to buy himself
some clothes which he needed very mucsh. This introduced Devid
to a new experience, the beginning of another milestone 1n
his 1ife. He had been working the second time as an employee
of the Quaker only two months when Kennedy's niece, a2 young
Quakeress from North Carolina, came to visit in the Kennedy
home. David admired this young woman very much, but soon
learned regretfully that she was engaged to her cousin, a son
of the Mr. Kennedy for whom young Crockett was working.,

David felt that his lack of education, for he had been

to school only four days, was perhaps responsible for his not

2751118, op. oit., 17.

ZBSpraguo, op. cit., 24.
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belng able to attrast the interest of this young woman., So,
determined to get some education, he arranged to go to a
school taught in the neighborhood by a married son of his em-
ployer. He agreed to work for the schoolmaster two days a
week for his board and schooling so that he might attend school
four days & week. David proceeded with his education on these
terms for slix months eand during this time he learned to read
in a primer, to write his name, and to do some very elemen-
tary arithmetic .2

With six months of schooling and being eighteen years
of age, David decided that he needed to marry and establish a
home. So he lost no time in falling in love & second time.
The records of Jefferson County show that on October 21, 1805,

30

he obtained the license to marry Margaret Elder, but she

broke the ongagomont.SI
Disappointed and decelved by Margaret Elder, but in-
vested with youth, vigor, the call of outdoor life, and a gay

spirit, he was able to cast off a gloomy countenance and mood

29 rockett, op. oit., 38-39.

soMarringe License and Bond Book, 1792-1840, Jefferson
County (Jefferson County Courthouse, Dandridge), 53.

31Foatar, loc. 0it., 169. The returned license hangs
in a frame on the walls of the Clerk's of fice at Dandridge,
Tennessee.
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eand soon fell in love with a beautiful Irish girl, whom he

52 Although Crockett in his autobilography

eventually married.
declined to reveal the names of the three girls mentioned in
his experiences of courtship, the Irish girl whom he married
in 1806 was Polly Finlay.sa
Not only did David have ancestors of whom he might
have been Justly proud, but Polly could also have boasted of
illustrious ancestry, even descent from royal blood. Her
father, William Finley, who accompanied Daniel Boone to the
West, was a direct descendant of Macbeth, son of the Earl of
Moray, King of Sootland.54
The young couple's earthly possessions were few, even
for a frontiersman's home. David owned a horse and his
bride's dowry was two cows and two calves. With meager capi-
tal stock, David rented a small farm near the home of his
father-in-law, His latest employer, the Quaker, helped the

young couple furnish thelr cebln with the bare necessities by

52Marcus J. Wright, "Colonel David Crockett of Tennessee,”
Publications of the Southern History Association, XI (January,
1897), 66.

SSDavy Crockett's marriage is on record in Jefferson
County, Tennessee, as follows: "Davy Crockett, with Thomas
Dogett, security, binds himself in & bond of twelve hundred
and fifty dollars to Gov. John Sevier, Aug. 1, 1806, to marry
Polly Finlay." See Ellis, op. oit., 20 n. Ellis 1s in error
when he states that it 1s on rescord in Weakley County.

34 melia Willlams, loc. oit., 106. Note the variation
in the spelling of the last name.
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presenting David an order of fifteen dollars for purchases
at a local store.
Polly had a wheel and was an excellent weaver; and the
young Crocketts, despite their meager material equipment, with
industry and courage worked hard for a few years on rented

35

ground, but were not able to accumulate much fortune. They

now had two sons--John Wesley, born on July 10, 1807, and
Willism, born in 1809.°0

Since Crockett's earnings as a farm tenant were too
limited to support his incresased famlly, he decided to pull
up stakes and seek fertile land farther weast beyond the Cum-
berland Mountains. With this resolve and an instinct for un-
settled country, David and Polly started with their small sons
on & trek to the West. They were sccompanied by her father,
who went along to see them safely through a wilderness of wild
beasts and Indians and to assist them in getting settled in
& new home., Finally after a long and tiresome journey, the
courageous little company reached a beautiful spot near the
Alebama line where Mulberry Creek flows into the Elk River
in what 1s now Lincoln County, Tennessee. Here David's father-

in-law helped him build a cabin end then returned homo.57

38¢rookett, op. oit., 49.

36French end Armstrong, op. oit., 341.

37sprague, op. oit., 34-35. An atlas shows that Roth-
rock 1s in error in stating that it was in the present Moore
County. Mary U. Rothrock, "David Crockett, the Legend and the
Man," The Tennesses Teacher, XXII (March, 1955), 10.
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The forests surrounding the Crockett's new frontier
home were full of deer and smaller geme, much to the liking
of David, who was by nature en ardent hunter. But even plenty
of wild game could not long entice David Crookett, and in two
years time his restless nature required snother move. This
time he moved his femily to Franklin County, Tennessee, and
settled on Bean Cresk about ten miles below the present town
of Winchester. This wes Croockett's home until after the War
of 1812.%8

To this home Crockett gave the name "Kentuck"™ and on
the farm he hunted as well as farmed as the initials of David
Crockett and James Hatchett, a frequent hunter companicn,

59 Crockett's cabin home

ocarved on numerous trees indicate.
was noted for 1ts hospitality to strangers as well as friends.
No needy guest was turned away without being generously cared
for in true frontier style. The friendship and neighborly
spirit of the Crooketts was often an inspiration to homesiock

and discouraged newcomers to the wilderness of the Woat.4°

38crockett, op. cit., 50-51.

39Mrs. Jessie Arn Henderson, "Unmerked Historic Spots
of Franklin County," Tennessee Historical Magsegine, III, Series
2 (January, 1935), 117, "Kentuok" is owned now by someone evi-
dently interested in the life and history of David Crockett,
for in the ocenter of e cultivated fleld may be seen a fenced-
off portion, which encloses the Crockett well, which supplied
water for the Crockett home, located on a knoll s short distance
away., Ibid.

4ORobort H. White, Tennessee, Its Growth and Progress
(Robert H. White, Publisher, Fashviile, Tennessee, 1927;, €0,




CHAPTER II
A SCOUT IN THE CREEK WAR

Crockett had been living near Winochester in Franklin

1

County about two years™ when a fasction of Creek Indians under

the leadership of Chief Weatherford (Red Eagle) attacked Fort
Mims in the vieinity of Mobile, Alebama, on August 30, 1813.2
When Crookett heard the news of the massacre at Fort
Mims, his anger was aroused and his petriotiec urge to respond
to his country's call had been stimulated by a meeting of the
militia to recruit volunteers. Convineing his wife that they
were in danger of being attecked in thelr own houses by hos-
tile Indilans, he gained her unwilling oconsent that he report
to the authorities at Winchester, where the mobilization was
to take plueo.3
At Winchester a lawyer by the name of Francis Jones,

later a Congressman from Tennessee, was organizing a company

of volunteers of whish Jones was later elected captain.

1

2John Trotwood Moore and Austin P, Foster, Tennessee
The Volunteer State 1769-1923, 4 vols. (Tho S. J. Clarke Pub~-
11shing Company, Nashville, 1023), I, 339-340. This so-oalled
fort was a fortified atockado of Samuel Mims on Lake Tensaw.
John Spencer Bassett, The Life of Andrew Jackson, 2 vols.
(Doubleday, Page, and Company, New York, 1911), I, 9l.

3

Crockett, op. cit., 50-81.

crOOk.tt’ ODe. oito, 51-62.
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Crookett, according to his Autoblography, was the second or

third man to volunteer. The term of service was only sixty
days, s2ince this seemed to be the maximum time needed to
check the hostilities of the Creeks. Crockett then returned
home end with his wife's help equipped himself for camp and
rode off to join his compeany, in which he served as a private
in the 2nd Regiment of Mounted Gunmen commended by Colonel
Newton Cannon.4
The news of the tragedy at Fort Mims reached Nashville
through letters from George S. Geines to General Andrew Jack~
son and Governor Willlie Blount. Here, as at Winchester and
elsewhere, excitement, indignation, patriotism, and a deter-
mination to avenge this deed of treachery were much in evi-

5

dence. Immediately Governor Blount called back into service

the Tennessee volunteers, recently dismissed after their re-

turn from Natchaz.s

Soon after the beginning of hostilities
between the United States and Great Britain in the War of 1812

and seversal months before the Fort Mims meassaocre, more than

41v14., 52. Captain Jones is identified in Records of
the Adjutant General's Office, Group 94, National Archives,
Washington, D. C. For one term of service extending from
September 24, 1813, to December 29, 1813, Crockett received
$65.59. This inoluded rations for his horse at 40 cents a
day. Ibid.

Splbert James Pickett, History of Alabama (Robert C.
Randolph, Sheffield, Alabama, I§§37715§§.”"“"'"

GBauaett, Jackson, I, 92,
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2000 West Tennessee militia under Andrew Jackson marched to
Natochegz by an executive order of President Madison. However,
Congress refused to approve the President's proposed expedi-
tion ageinst Spenish Florida and Jackson's troops were re-
called to Nashvillo.7
The Legislature convened in a speclal session in late
Septombere and passed sn aoct whioch authorigzed the governor to
call for 3500 volunteers to be organigzed as infantry, riflemen,
cavalry, or artillery in proportions that Governor Blount and
General Jackson considered expedient for the publiec wclfaro.9
Ma jor-general Andrew Jasckson and Colonel John Coffee,
who had commanded respectively the infantry and cavelry divi-
sions of the futile Natchegz expedition, were again in command
of the Tennessee campalign to drive the Creeks out of the Ala~
bama country. Coffee and his mounted riflemen had sccepted

the commission to occupy Huntuvillo.lo

Accordingly, the
rendezvous was near Huntesville on October 4, 18133 here Colonel

Coffee and his Tennessee regiment of mounted riflemen waited

7John Spencer Bassett, A Short History of the United
§%%tqg‘ 1492-1920 (The Macmillan Company, New York, 1925),
332,

8Auguatus C. Buell, History of Andrew Jackson, 2 vols.
(Charles Soribner's Sons, New York, 1904), 1, 295.

“Eaward Soott, Laws of the State of Tennessee, 2 vols.
(Heiskell & Brown, Knoxville, 1821), 11, 103-104.

1051011, op. ocit., 295.
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ten days for the arrival of Jackson and his forcea.ll

While Coffee's forces remsined at Camp Batey near
Huntsville, waiting for the arrival of other volunteers and
making preparations to invade the Creek territory, Major
John H. Gibson came to request some trustworthy volunteers
to accompany him across the Tennessee Rlver for the purpose
of scouting in the Creek territory. Gibson was referred to
Captain Jones, who selected Crockett, bscause he was good
with the rifle, and gave Crookett the privilege of selecting
a scouting companion. Crockett chose George Russell, and
early the next morning Major Glbson set out with twelve
mounted scouts from Coffee's camp.12

Since historians of the Creek war seldom mention David

Crockett in their accounts of the battles, the writer 1s, of

necessity, relying on Crockett's Autoblogrsphy for the follow~

ing account of Crockett as a scout in Major Gibson's expedi-
tion. Having crossed the Tennessee River at Ditto's Landing,
they penetrated into the Creek territory about seven miles
before camping for the night. Here John Haynes, a well-known
Indien trader, and familiar with the Creek scuntry, agreed to

Join them as a guide,

115onn H. DeWitt, ed., "Letters of General John Coffes
to His Wife, 1813-1815," Tennessee Historiocal Magazine, II
(December, 1908), 274.

120rockett, op. olt., 52-53. Major Gibson is identified
in John Spencer Basset, ed., Correspondence of Andrew Jackson,
6 vols. and index (Carnegie Institution of Washington, Washing-
ton, D. C., 1926-1933), 248.
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The next morning the scouts separated with Major Gib-
son 1n charge of one group and Crockett in charge of the
other. It was understood that Gibson was to stop at the
house of a friendly Cherokee by the name of Dick Brown and
Crockett was to go to the house of Dick's father. After ob-
taining all possible information, Gibson and Crockett, eas pre-
arranged, were to meet at the Junsction of two roads about
fifteen miles distant. When Crockett and his scouts reported
to the appointed plece that night, Major Gibson had not re-
turned.

The next day Crockett, although concerned about the
possible fate of Gibson and his sseouts, pushed shead several
miles with his scouting mates to the house of a white man by
the name of Radeliff, who had married a Creek woman and lived
Just inside the boundary of the Creek territory. Radeliff
informed Crockett that ten painted warriors had stopped at
his house that morning. After dinner Crockett and his men
hurried off to the camp of some ffiendly Creeks about eight
miles away from whom they learned that the "Red Sticks," as
the hostile faction of the Creek warriors was called, were
really on the warpath.15

Late that night Crockett was informed by an Indian

runner that the "Red Sticks" had been orossing the Coosa River

150rookett, op. oit., 54-55. The Creeks' emblem was a
stick painted red, the color worn by the soldiers of Great
Britain. Buell, op. eit., 293.
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all day at Ten Islands and were moving forward to give General
Jaokson battle. Crockett felt that he should get this informa-
tion to Colonel Coffee and the main army et Camp Batey, more
then sixty miles distant, as quickly as possible. But when
he succeeded in getting baok to Coffee's camp with this in-
formation, which seemed very important to Crockett, it was
ignored by Ooffoe.l4

Ma jor Gibson, who had been reported killed, not offici-
ally, but by men whose word was considered reliable,l5 re-
turned the next day and made the same report. Colonel Coffes
belleved Gibson and became very much alarmed. For immediate
protection Coffee ordered that extensive bresstworks be thrown
up and then sent a message to General Jackson at Fayetteville
about the situation at Ten Islands, requesting that he and his
troops join him as soon as possible. By a forced march Jack-
son and his men arrived the next day.16

At Ten Islands, Jackson received word that there was a
large camp of Indians at Tallushatchee on the south side of

17

the Coosa River about thirteen miles distant. Before opening

14
15

lacrookett, ope. oit,, 57. Crockett conocluded that his
report was not believed because he was not an officer, just a
soldier, 1Ibid.

17

Crockett, op. olt., 56-87.

Bassett, Correspondence, I, 332.

Moore and Foster, op. olt., 346.
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a campaign to disperse these Indians, Jackson reorganized his
army. The mounted riflemen to which Croockett belonged, and
which had formerly been attached to Coffee's volunteer cavalry,
was nov organized into a distinct regiment under the command
of Colonel Newton Cannon. Colonel John Coffee was promoted
18

to a brigedlier-general.

According to Crockett in his Autoblography, General

Coffee permitted him to hunt as they marched toward Tallushat-
chee, for their supplies were very meager, consisting chiefly
of parched corn. At various time Crockett succeeded in bring-
ing back to his company a supply of meat which was indeed a
rarity.lg
At daybreak on November 3, 1813, Coffee with & foroce
of 1000 troops attacked the Red Sticks at Tallushatchee. No
warrior escaped, elghty-four women and children were captured
and taken as prisoners to Fort Strother, General Jackson's
base of operations at Ten Xslands.zo Conocerning this battle,
Croockett remarked: "We shot them like dogs; and then set the

house on fire, and burned it with the forty-six warriors in 1t."21

IBBasuott, Correspondence, I, 338~339.

19 rookett, op. oit., 59.

20Marquis Jemes, The Life of Andrew Jackson (The Bobbs~

Merrill Company, New York, [c 1938]), 159; Buell, op. cit., 303;
Moore and Foster, op, olt., 346.

2lorookett, op. cit., 61.
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Andrew Jackson in a letter to Governor Blount, November 4,
1813, called it retalietion for the butchery at Fort Mi.mz.g2

One evening in early November, while the army was re-
malning at Fort Strother and subsisting on almost starvation
rations, a Cherokee half-breed scout by the name of Ross came
to the cemp and informed General Jackson that Lashley's Sta-
tion, s trading-post near Talladega oocupled by friendly
Creek Indians, was in danger of belng attacked by one thousand
Creeks under Weatherford, Jackson gave orders for the men
to be reedy to march on notice. Leaving three hundreimen at
the fort to guard the sick and wounded, at one o'clock in the
morning on November 8, Jackson's infantry and Coffee's mounted
riflemen headed toward Talladega. Early the next morning they
reached Weatherford's outpost two miles from the village.23
According to Crockett's Autoblography, Major Russell

and his scouts had gone ahead to open battle. When Jackson's
forces drew near the fort, they divided in an effort to sur-
round it. When Jackson's men came near the fort they ocould
see that the top of i1t was lined with friendly Creeks who
were trying to tell Russell by frantlec gestures that he was
leading hls company directly into a trap of Creek warriors.

When these Creek warriors fired on Russell's company, these

2gBansott. Correspondence, I, 341l.

235ue11, op. oit., 306-307.
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soouts quickly sprang from their horses and took refuge in
the fort. At this point Crockett and the company to which he
belonged fired on the approaching warriors and killed a great
number of them, When the remeinder tried to escape, they met
the same reslistance from Jackson's men on the other side of
the fort; but finally they were able to esscape through a line
of drafted militla which in desperation had broken rtamh:s.m4

For several weeks after the vietory at Talladegs,
Jackson remained at Fort Strother and abandoned any immedilate
ocampaign ageinst the Creeks., The tnr-eat of mutiny among his
men, who were in need of provisions and who were furthermore
determined to return home at the termination of their period
of enlistment, wes such that Jackson considered any offensive
campaign at this time unvino.25

Jasckson was recelving petitions repeatedly from the
militia officers requesting permission for the volunteers,
whose enlistment had already expired, to return home for pro-
visions for the next campaign into Creek territory. But Jack-
son, since he was expecting supplies from Fort Deposit, denied
the regquest; end most of the volunteers decided to stay with

the expectation of receiving provisions from Fort Daposit.26

240rockett, op. olt., 63-64. After Jackson's viotory at
Talladege, the northern Hillabee clan sent delegates to him ask-
ing for peace. Jackson to John Cooke, November 18, 1813,
Bassett, Correspondence, I, 345-346.

251b1d., I, 390 et seg.

26 jaokson to Governor Blount, November 14, 1813, ibid.,
I, 345-346, E—
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However, Crockett in his Autobiogrephy states that he

and others began to prepare to return home in defiance of
Jackson's decision. To prevent their return, Jackson covered
with cannon and the guns of drafted men a bridge that Crockett
and his group had to eross. Since the drafted men wanted to
return home also, they made no concerted effort to guard the
bridge. Furthermore, when they saw that Crockett and the
other volunteers were ready to defy any attempt to block their
erossing the bridge, they let them pass without firing a gun.
Crockett remained at home a short time and, having prooured a
supply of elothing and provisions, rejoined the army.zv
Jackson's men were already on the march agein in the
direction of Tohopeka or Horseshoe Bend on the Tallapoosa
River. Before dawn, January 22, 1814, the Creeks attacked
Jackson's forces at Emuckfaw Creek about three miles from
Tohopeka. But Jackson dispersed the Creeks, moved on, and
that evening reached Enotochapko. Jackson would probably
have lost the battle of Enotochepko had it not been for the

8

bravery of Colonel Williem Carroll.2 At a very trying moment

2vcrockett, op. oilt,.,, 64-66., Marquis James gives a
different version of this mutiny., He states that when one
brigade of the militia started home, General Jackson threw
some volunteers across their path and they returned to quarters,
Also, when one company of infantry started back toward Tennessee,
the 5enera1 threatened the deserters with volley and the mu-
tineers formed their lines. James, op, git., 162-1863.

281p1d., 166-168.
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Colonel Perkins of the right column and Colonel Stump of the
left column in the rear guard deserted, followed by the
greater part of Carroll's center column. But victory was re-

aliged through the outstanding bravery of Colonel Carroll and

29 30

Russell's company of scouts to whioh David Croockett belonged.
After this battle the troops returned to Fort Williams,
from which Crockett went home on & furlough and did not rejoin
the army until after the Battle of Horseshoe Bend or 'I‘ohopeka.51
Late in Maroh, Jackson orossed the region between the
Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers and arrived at Tohopeka where the
Tallapoosa makes a bend in the shape of s horseshe. About
1200 warriors, assembled on this peninsula, were cut off from
their only way of escape by strategy of Jackson and Coffee.
After two hours of hard fighting, the Indlans were utterly de-

feated and Jackson had scored another viotory.32

ngaokson to Thomas Pinckney, Januery 29, 1814, Bassett,
Correspondence, I, 451-452,

3oCrockett, op. cit., 66. Crockett mentioned the deser-
tion of the two colonels, but declined to glve their names.
Ibid., 67.

311p14., 67-68. This fort was named in honor of Colonel
John Will1Tams of Knoxville, Tennessee, who was commander of the
39th regiment. Plokett, op., oit., 587. The victory at Enoto-
chapko encouraged the people back home and made it easier to re-
cruit the necessary troops sufficient to end the war., Judge
Hugh L. White was 80 interested and moved with patriotism that
he left the Supreme Court bench and traveled throughout East
Tennesses urging new enlistments for the aid of General Jackaon
and the termination of the Creek War. Moore and Foster, op. cit.,
363,

32)00re and Foster, op. olt., 354-355.
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After the battle at Horseshoe Bend (Tohopeka), the
Creeks refused to engage in battle with Jackson's foroces;
several of thelr chiefs asked for terms of peace; and thus
the Creek War was quilckly drawing to a 01050.35 Following the
surrender of Weatherford and subsequent negotiations which
lasted one month, the Treaty of Fort Jackson was signed on

August 10, 1814,%%

The terms of the treaty provided for the

ceasion of one~half of the Creek territory, forbade the Creeks

to have any dealings with British or Spanish agents, guaran-

teed the United States the right of erecting military posts

in their territory, and stipulated that we should have free

use of their rivors.as
Meanwhile Jaskson, suspicious of the British and their

Indien allles in Florida,36 left Fort Jaskson after negotiating

the foregolng peace treaty, and asked Blount for a new group

of Tennessee volunteers to drive the British from Pensacola.sv
%When Crockett learned that an army was being raised by

General Jackson for an expeditlion against the British in

35Jaokaon to Blount, April 18, 1814, Basaett, Correspon-
dence, I, 503.

34 james Parton, Life of Andrew Jaskson, 3 vols. (Mason
Brothers, New York, 1861), I, 532, 560. Text of Weatherford's
surrender, Ibid., 532-533.

55Moore and Foster, op. cit., 359-360.

36
37

Pickett, OPe oit., 601.
Buell, op. olt., 340, 346.
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Pensacola, he was determined to return to war elthough his
wife entreated him to remain at home. According to Crockett,
he again Jjoined Masjor William Russell's scouts, crossed Muscle
Shoals, passed through the land of the Choctaws and Chiokasaws
to Fort Stephens, and from there to the Cut-off, where the
Tombigbee flows into the Alabame Rivor.se

The mein army under General Coffee had left thelr
horses at a2 plsce near the Cut-off in the oare of keepers, be-
cause wilthout supplies they could not take them on to Pensa-
cola, Coffee end his men had marched ahead on foot. When they
reached Montgomery, they rested a few days before continuing
the marsch to Penaaoola.sg
When Russell's company, including Crockett, reaqhod

the Cut~off, they also left thelr horses there 1in the care of
keepers, They made the remsining distance of elighty miles to
Pensacola on foot, reaching Jackson's army which was encamped
on a hill overlooking the oity, at noon on the second day.
They arrived too late, however, to per.icipate in the Battle
of Pensacola, as this city had already been captured. Never-
theless, General Jackson welcomed the arrival of Russell and

his soouts, since they would be valuable for future campaigns.‘o

580rockott, ope. 0ilt., 69, Russell is ldentified in
Coffee to Jackson, October 4, 1814, Bassett, Correspondence,
11, 68.

39

PiOtht’ OpPe. cit.. 604.

40crookett, op. olt., 69=70.
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The remainder of Crockett's service with Russell's
company in the Creek War consisted in socouting for hostile
Creeks who had not surrendered, and in foraging for food and
provisions for the army. He socouted sand hunted along the
Escambia, Coosa, and Tallapoosa Rivers, and retraced points
of the battleground in Alabama between Fort Williams and Fort
Strother.%!

On the way to Fort Strother, Crockett met some East
Tennessee troops who were golng to Mobile, Alabama. Crockett's
youngest brother was in this group and he and David had &
happy reunion., While the rest of the army went across the
Coosa River to the fort, Crockett remained with the East
Tennessee troops that night and joined his company at Fort
Strother the following day.

Crockett remained at the fort a few days before return-
ing home to his famlly. He had been at home only a short
time when he received orders to scout for Indians on the Black
Warrior and Cahawba Rivers. But Crockett, since he hed re-
maining only thirty days to serve in the army, gave his month's
pay to a young men who agreed to go in his place. This was the
end of David Crockett's military experiences as a scout in the
Creek War and he was happy to settle down to a peaceful life

at his Franklin County home in Middle Tennessee.42

4l1p1d., 72 ot seq.

Sr——

421p14.,, 81-82.



CHAPTER III
A LEGISLATOR IN THE TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

After the Creek War Croockett remeined at his home in
Franklin County and fecllowed the pursuits of farming and
hunting for two years, However, the peace and contentment
of this period was soon broken by the greatest sorrow of his
life--the death of Polly, his faithful, understanding, and
affectionate companion., But Crockett accepted this tragedy
with Christiasn grace and bore it with submissior and couragoal

In a short time after Polly's death, Crockett, reallz-
ing that his three small chlldren needed a mother's love and
care, declded to romarry.z Among his neighbora was a widow,
Mra. Elizabeth Patton, who was the fourth child of Robert
Patton and had married James Patton, her first couain.3 James

Patton was killed in the Creek War. After a short escquain-

tance and courtship, Mrs. Patton and Crockett were married.4

1Crock:ott, op. ¢it., 84, Two miles south of Msxwell,
Tennessee, tourists may visit the grave of Polly Crockett by
following & gravel road that leads to the former David Crookett
farm. Federal Writers' Project of the Works Projects Adminis-
tration for the State of Tennessee, compllers, Tennessee: A
Guide to the State (The Viking Press, New York, 1945), 485.

2

Crockett’ OP. cito, 84.

SSheckford, loc. oit., 303.

Ycrockett, op. cit., B5.
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The following fall Crockett and three of his neighbors
decided to explore the Creek country. They orossed the
Tennessee River, passed through Jones' Valley, and camped at
the present site of Tuscaloosa in Alsbama. However, they d4id
not like the Creek country and the next fall Crockett explored
the territory which the government had purchased from the
Chickasaws. He atopped at Shoal Creek, about eight miles from
his home. OCrockett liked the Shoal Creek community and de-
clded to move his family there.5

Acoordingly, in 1818 Crockett built a cabin at the

6 the

head of Shoal Creek about two miles from Lawrenceburg,
county seat of Lawrence County, which had Soen ocreated the pre-
vious year.l7 During the time between the oreation of the
county and the establishment of a permanent government, an
interim government served the purpose of meintaining law and
order. Crockett was a magistrate of this temporary government
and his judgments were summarily carried out by his constable.
When a permanent government wes established in Lawrence

County to replace the provislonal one, Crockett felt that be-

ing a magistrate was a greater honor and likewise implied more

51bia., 85-88.

6

7Josoph H. Parks and Stanley J. Folmsbee, The Story
%§ Tennessee (Harlow Publishing Corporation, Chattanooga, 1952),
8.

Foster, loc, 0lt., 171.



34
responslibility. Since, at this tine, he could barely write
his name, the dutles of issuing written warrants, keeping
books, and writing proceedings would have been very difficult
except for the assistance of a more educated constable. How-

ever, according to his Autoblography, by persistent effort

Crookett improved his handwriting and was able to issue legible
warrants; and slthough he had never read any books on law, hia
Judgments, based on justice, honesty, and common sense, were

8 While living in Lawrence County, Crockett

never appealed.
was elso a lieutenant-solonel of the militis, a town commia-
sioner of Lawrensceburg, a court referee, and one of the first
road commissioners for this basckwoods oountry.g
While Crockett was serving ss magistrate of this new

and primitive settlement, Captain Clint Matthews, who was ocan-
didate for colonel of the militia of Lawrence County, approached
Crockett and insisted that he become a candidato for first major
in the same regiment. Crockett finally agreed to become a can-
didate for this office. Later, to his dismay, he learned that
he had been decelived by Matthews, who was canvassing for his

son for the office of first major against Crockett. Matthews'

Bcrookott. op. oit., 89-90. Lawrence County has records
bearing the signature of David Crockett as magistrate of that
county. Foster, loec. cit,, 171l. For a copy of an execution,
which Crockett issued while serving as magistrate of Lawrence
County, see Ellis, op. oit., 59.

9Shackford, los. olt., 301.
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duplicity aroused Crockett's anger and resentment. Accordingly,
he decided to run for eolonel against Captaln Matthews instead

10 15 the election

of running for ma jor against Matthews' son.
both Captain Matthews and hils son were decisively defeated, and
Crockett was equally victorious. Being elected colonel of

the militia gave him more popularity and prestige and soon he
was asked to become a candldate for the Legislature, to repre-
sent Lewrence and Hiclman Counties,

Crockett begsn electioneering in Hiockman County. 1In
making a campalign speech at a celebration following a competi-
tive squirrel hunt on Duck River in which Crockett's team was
victorious, he admitted that he had never read a newspaper in
his life and was lgnorant about matters of govermment. How~
ever, what Crockett lacked in knowledge, he seemed to be able
to make up in his ability to appeal to prospective voters with
humorous anecdotes and sometimes to 1nfluence them with a treat
of liquor. Moving from place to place, but always employing
the seme political taotics, he finished the campaign with a
decisive victory over his opponent. In a short time Crockett
had advanced from colonel of the militlia to a state legislator.

Soon after the election Crockett met James K. Polk in Pulaskl.

Polk in the presence of a large crowd remarked to Crockett:

10crookett, op. eit., 91. Gaptain Matthews is identi-
fied in V. F. Taeylor, David Crockett (The Naylor Company, San
Antonio, 1955), 44.
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"Well, Colonsel, I suppose we shall heve a radical change of
the judiciery at the next session of the Legislature."
Crockett's brief answer, "Very likely, sir," was given gquiokly
and he moved on to another part of the crowd. Crockett admitted
that he dldn't know the meaning of the word Jjudicilary and
wished to avold being questioned about it.ll
On September 17, 1821, the first sesslon of the Four-
teenth General Assembly convened at Murfreesboro. When the
business of appointing committees was taken up, Crockett was
named to serve on the Committee of Propositions aend Grievancea.12
The first and only resolution of importance submitted
by Crockett at this session of the General Assembly was one
on September 28 in regard to the work of some of the surveyors
south and west of the Congressional Reservation Line. It had

been reported to the General Assembly that, contrary to law,

certaln surveyors hsd permitted more than one entry to be

Llorockett, op. oit., 92-95. Through Felix Grundy's
influence James K. Polk had bsen elected clerk of the state
senate in 1819 and continued to serve in this position until
he was elected to the Legilislature in 1823, Charles G. Sellers,
Jr., "James K. Polk's Political Apprenticeship," East Tennessee
Historical Soclety," Publications, No. 25 (1953), 39.

12 rennessee House Journal, 1821, pp. 3-4, 34. Others
on this committee were Isaac Taylor, Isaac Allen, John Bill-
ingsly and Noah Jarnagin. Ibid., 34. The firast petition pre-
sented by Crockett as a Tennessee leglslator was on September
20, 1821, in the form of a request from citizens of Lawrence
County for a precinct electlon at Elljah Melton's in that
county. It was referred to the Commlttee of Propositions and
Grievances of whiech Crockett was & member and then apparently
dropped from the Assembly's agenda., Ibid., 42. Hereafter cited
as House Journsal.
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made on the seme warrant or certificate other than the entries
made by the ococcupants of this territory. Crockett's resolu-
tion stated that the register of West Tennessee should not
1ssue grants on certificates of survey if more than one entry,
the occupant's entry being excepted, had been made on the same
warrant. The resolution further stated that if the regilster
had already issued such grants, which did not yet bear the
State Seal and the signature of the governor and the secretary
of state, then these grants should not be completed until en

13 on

investigation could be made by the General Assembly.
November 6, 1821, the Legislature passed an act implementing
Crockett's resclution of September 28, 1821. The act forbade
any surveyor to make more than one entry on the same warrant,
end made the penalty for any infrastion of thls law removal
from office, payment of a fine ranging from $1000 to $5000,
and imprisonment for & term of not less than one year.l4
During this session of the General Assembly Crockett also
submitted soma minor bills, which apparently did not pass,
namely: a petitlon for the benefit of the occupants in the

territory south and west of the Congressional Reservation Line;

a bill requesting that the time of holding the regimental

laIbid., 84-85. The following day Crockett was given a

leave of absence for several days. Ibid., 92,

14Tenneasoe Acts, 1821, p. 38, Hereafter olted as Aots.
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musters be changed; s billl to reduce the fees of constables;
end & number of private petitions affecting various people of
his oonstituenoy.15

When Crockett made his first appearance at the state
Capitol, he could boast of no formal education, His handwriting
was barely legible; he had never reed a newspaper; and he had
no knowledge of law, However, a lack of acquired learning was
oompensated with a good measure of common sense. Because he
possessed determination, courage, and a will to learn, he made
great progress during the three months he represented his dis-
trict in the first session of the Fourteenth General Ausomhly.ls

Before the Legislature adjourned and Crockett returned
to his regular pursults of ferming and hunting, a financial
misfortune visited the Crockett family baock home. His large
grist mill, powder mill, and distillery on Shoal Creek, valued
at about three thousand dollars, snd built partially on borrowed
money, was swept away by a flood. Soon after returning from
Murfreesboro, empty-handed but with a good conscience, because

he paid hls debts as far as he was able, Crockett tried a new

venture.

15

160harlos A. Beard and Mary R. Beard, The Rise of American
Civilization, 2 vols. (The Masemillan Company, New York, 1927), 1,
540-541, The records of the Journal show that Crockett attondod
62 days, traveled 160 miles, and received $273,00. House Journal,
1821, p. 382,

House Journal, 1821, p. 91 et seq.
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In the spring of 1822, accompanied by his eldest son
John and & young neighbor, Abram Henry, he started for the
West 1in search of e new home. In this wilderness country,
full of Indlans and game, Crockett found a suitable place about
1560 miles distant on the Rutherford fork of the Obion River in
Gibson County. He decided to settle here and build a cabin.
When Crockett laid by his crops the following fall, he left
his new cabin on the Obion and returned for his family. But,
when he arrived home, he learned that he must attend an extra
session of the Leglslature before returning with his family to
their new home in Gibson County.17

This special session of the Fourteenth General Assembly,
which convened on July 22, 1828, and remained in session until
August 24, 1822, was called by Governor Willlam Carroll because
the public good required that attention be given to some im-
portant mattera.la

One of these matters in which the Tennessee legislators

had a specisal interest and of which Governor Carroll spoke in

his mesaage to the Legislature on the opening day was in regard

lvuary U. Rothrock, "David Crockett, the Legend and the
Man," The Tennessee Teacher, XXII (March, 1955), ll. Samuel Cole
Williams, author of Beginnings of West Tennessee (Watauga Press,
Johnson City, Tennessee, 1940), and as a small boy & native of
Givbson County, says he visited the Crockett cabin, which he
describes as bullt of rough-hewn logs and covered with oak boards.
See p. 262n of this book.

laﬂouso Journal, 1822, p. 5.
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to the adjudication of land warrants. The governor recommended
that the time for receiving and settling land claims in Tennes-
see under the land act of 1819 be extended; and also a definite

time be set for priority in meking lend ontrioa.lg

Acoordingly,
on August 10, the Legislature passed an act that extended the
time for filing of land cleims until Oetober 1, 1823, and

moved up the time of making land entries to the first Monday

20 21

of November, 1822, with Crockett voting in the affirmative.
During the first days of this session Croockett presented
a petition signed by several citizens of Hleckman County, re-
questing that the seat of justice of that county remain at the
town of Vernon. This petition was referred to the Committee of
Propositions and Grievences and later strengthened by similar
requests from the Hiekman County Court and from the citigens of
the town of Vernon 1tsolf.22
Meanwhile, settlers north of Hiclman County ssked to be
annexed to that county. Their motive was to throw the center
of the county farther north. However, settlers south of the

county sent in a similar petition, thus tending to counteraoct

19z0bert H. White, ed., Messages of the Governors of
Tennessee, 1821-18358, 3 vols. (The Tennesses Historical Com-
mission, Nashville [o 1952-1954)), II, 32. Hereafter cited
White, Messages.

20)0ts, 1822, pp. 7-8.

2lﬁouu Journal, 1822, p., 66.

221p1d., 34, 37, 66.
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that of the settlers north of the csounty. Although the General
Assembly passed an act which enlarged Hickman County by edding

certain lands north of the county line, also passed an

act which retained the town of Vernon as the seat of justioce
of Hiekman County.24
A review of Crockett's work es legislator in the specilal
sesslion, which was called in the summer of 1822, reveals thet
he introduced two other bills of a public nature that were en-
scted into law, namely: to extend the boundaries of Hickmen
and Lawrence Counties and to remove the office of the surveyor
of the seventh diatrisct to Lawrenceburg. 1In addition to these
public bills, Crockett introduced several minor bills, affect-
ing individuals, that were either rejected at the time they
were presented or subsequently falled to pnaa.zs
Although two sessions in the Leglslature had necessarily
added something to Crockett's knowledge of law, he still re-

tained much of his own peculiar demeanor. The story 1s told

that during the called session of 1822, Crockett, becausse he

aaw Jerome D. Spence and David L. Spence, A History of

Hickman Coun Tennessee (Gospol Advocate Publishing Company,
Neashville, 15%0

24,0ts, 1822, pp. 117-118. The act stated further that
the Hickmen County Court should appropriate & sum of money suf-
fioclent to pay the commissioners appointed by the previous
session to fix a site for the seat of justice in the said county
at the rate of $#4.00 per day for the time they had spent in
fixing the slte. 1Ibld., 167.

25

House Journal, 1822, p. 39 et seq.




42
was losing in a debate, grasped his colleague's collar, tore
out the false front of his shirt and carried 1t back to his
seat, and seemed satisfiled to have won a physical victory.26
Because he was so eocentric in manners, speech, and dress,
Crockett early in the role of a solon secquired the sobriguet
of "the member from the Cane."2’

When the Legislature adjourned in the latter part of
August, Crockett returned home and moved his family to the
Obion country in the northeestern corner of Gibson County in

VWest Tonnoaloe.za

After gathering his corn in late Ostober,
he hunted until Christmes and leid up e good store of various
kinds of game for the winter months.

During the winter season Crockett had ascumulated so
many skins that in February, 1823, he had to make a trip to
Jackson forty miles distant to sell them. While in Jackson
he decided to tske a little time out to be sociable with some
of his old soldier asquaintances., In doing this he met by

chance three candidates for the next Legislature--Dootor

William E. Butler, who was & nephew of General Jackson by

26y . and D. Spence, op. olt. 387.

27 sbner D. Jones, The American Portralt Gallery (J. M.
Emerson and Company, New York [¢ 1865)), 586, James A. Shackford,
North Carolina State College, is writing a blography of David
Crockett, entitled Gentleman From the Cane. Shackford, loc.
cit., 304n and 305n.

28Mary U. Rothrock, Discovering Tennessee (Mary U, Roth-
rock, Publisher, Knoxville [c 1951]), 516.
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marrisge, a Major Lynn, and a Mr. McEver. During s jovial
morning soclal at & tavern one of Crockett's soldier friends
Jokingly, as Crockett thought, suggested that he enter the race
for the Leglslature. Because his friend went so far as to have
his candidacy announced in s newspaper, Crockett accepted the
challenge, end began to electioneer as "the man from the Cano."29

Crockett's opponents decided to have a caucus to deter-
mine whioch one was the strongest. Since Madison County was
the strongest in the distriot, they decided to have their meet-
ing in that county during the March session of court. Dr. But-
ler succeeded in getting the nomination end Crockett admitted
that Butler was the most talented man that he ever ran against,
Although Crockett lacked talents possessed by Dr. Butler,
he had some natlive abllity for aecquiring votes. According to
his acocount, he had a special hunting-shirt which he wore when
campaigning. It was made of buokskin, unusually large, and
had two huge pockets. In one pocket he carried tobacco and
in the other whiskey. When he met a prospective voter, he
would treat him first with whiskey. But before lesving him,
he would give him a twist of tobasco to replace the "chaw" he
had disposed of when he took the drink. Crockett reasoned
that if he left & man in a good humor, in as good shape as he

found him, he would vote for him on election day.

29rockett, op. eit., 101, 108.
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Two other men, a Mr., Shaw and a Mr. Brown, also announced
their candidacy for the Legislature. But Crockett gave more

S0 who made the race more

attention to defeating Dr. Butler,
difficult for Crockett, since he was onse of the wealthlest,
most public-spirited, aristooratioc, and hospitable men in Jack-
son. Butler owned a race track, many fine horses, and, of
course, a beautiful home. During the campaign Crockett can-
vassed in Jackson, because it was apparent that Butler would
be very strong in his home town. Whille eleotioneering in Jack-
son, Crockett was invited to dinner at the Butler home. The
story 1s told that when Crockett entered the parlor of the
Butler home, he leaped to hils chair to avoid stepping on the
fine carpet, kept his feet on the rounds of the chalr, and
leaped again when leaving the parlor.51
Crockett used good psychology in capltalizing on Dr.
Butler's wealth. In hunter's garb he would mount the stump
to speak, usually entertaining the arowd with this remark, "Why,
my fellow cltizens, my wealthy competitor walks every day on
'store goods' finer than any your wives and daughters sver
wore I His frontler style and appearance appealed to the

people; and his witticismsa and clever tricks confused even

the intelligent Dr. Butler. The story is told that on one

301p1a., 109-110.

31J. G. Cisco, "Medison County," Ameriocan Historical
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speaking occasion Crockett persueded Butler to let him speak
first, In those days 1t was the custom for opponents to
speak to the same orowd on the same afternoon. Mischlievously
Crockett took the stump, and since he had heard Dr. Butler's
speech many times before, gave 1t verbatim. Thus, Dr. Butler
was left without a apeeoh.az

So Crockett's unique method of canvessing proved more
effective than Dr. Butler's advantages of money, aristocraoy,
and family conneetlon with General Jackson, with the result,
that, whenr the votes were counted, he had won over his three
opponents by a me jority of 247 votes, Crookett had accepted
the candideoy eas e challenge; he had won over his opponents
in the Auguat eleotion; and 1n the next General Assembly he
would represent s new district.as

The first session of the Fifteenth General Assembly
met at Murfreesboro on September 16, 1823, with David Crockett
representing the distriet oomposed of Humphreys, Perry, Hender-
son, Carroll, and Medison Counties. Various committees were
appointed early in the session with Crockett belng selected
to serve on the following standing committees: the Committee

on Vacant Lands Lying North and South of the Congressional

Reservatlion Line, the Committee on Propositions and

32 gmma Inman Willlams, Historic Madison: The Story of
Jackson and Madison County Tennessee (Madison County Aistoriecal
Society, Jackson, lennessee, 1946), 50-51.

33crockett, op. cit., 110.
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Grievances, and the Committee on Military Affaira.34
Two groups were opposing eaoh other in the state at

this time. One was led by John Overton, wealthy Judge, land
apeculator, and bank president. In the Legislature of 1823
the spokesman for this group was Fellix Grundy. In the period
of prosperity followlng the War of 1812, the Overton group had
done & lucrative business in bank speculation. But the panio
which followed the boom gave rise to a group of anti-Overton
men, composed mainly of farmers and merchants, whom the banks
were pressing for payment of thelr debts. However, at the
same time the banks were refusing to pay specie for their
notes., Willliem Carroll, a Neshville merchant, who was hostile
toward the bank group because of a great personal financial
loss, became the leader of the anti-Overton forsces. Running
on an anti-bank ticket in 1821, Carroll defeated for governor,
Edward Ward, the Overton candidate. In the Legislatures of
1821 end 1823 David Crockett was & leading supporter of Carroll,
and in 1823 he was joined by James K. Polk, who became the

spokesman for the group.35

54House Journal, 1823, pp. 4, 17, 18, 23. Later in the
session Crockett was placed on a number of special Jjoint com-
mittees of Senate and House, namely: on forming new counties,
on establishing the seat of justice in Monroe County, on loocat-
ing the courthouse in the town of CGreeneville, and on forming
eleven electoral distriocts in the stete. Ibid., 36, 168, 312,
6l, 62,

35

Sellers, loc. clt,, 37-40.
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Acting on the governor's recommendation, on November

13, 1821, the Legislature had passed a law to compel the banks
to resume specie payments on or before the first Monday of
April, 1824.36 In the House vote on this measure, Crockett
had voted in favor of the banks resuming specile paymnnts.37
The bank men were ready with a resolution to be placed be-
fore the 1823 Legislature for the repeal of the bank law of
1821, Crockett Joined Polk in spesking againat the bank men's
resolution and thelr arguments in its defense. When the Over-
ton group acocused the merchants of inltieting the agltation
against banks, Crockett spoke in behalf of the merchants and
added that he "considered the whole Banking system a species

n38 Crockett also declared that

of swindling on a large scale.
when difficulties were oreated by the banks, 1t was the farmers
who really suffered the most, and he would cast his vote in
favor of the banks' paying specie on April 1.59 After a heated
argument extending over a period of several days, the bsank
blll, with a modifying amendment extending gradually the period
of resumptlion to 1826, passed the House by a vote of 23 to l4.

However, Crockett, as well as Polk, voted agalnst 1t.40

56, cts, 1821, pp. 51-52.

svHouse Journal, 1821, p. 284.

38Sellers, loc, cit., 40.

39

40359116rs, loo. cit., 41-42.

Nashville Whig, October 13, 1823,
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Another major problem with which the Legislature in

1823 had to deal was the disposition of lands belonging to
the state. Furthermore, this issue was magnified by 1ts re-

41 When North Carolina seded her

lation to public education.
western lands to Congress, she reserved the right under the
North Carolina act of 1783, to issue grants in the ceded ares
to satisfy the cleims of her Revolutionary soldiers.42 Under
the ausplices of this aet prominent Tennesseans had forthwith
developed a prosperous business in land speculation in this
area. %>

When Tennessee was admitted into the Unlon, the land
1ssue became more tense, since now the United States, Tennessee,
and North Caroline were involved in the disposition of North
Carolina's ceded lands. But in 1808 they reached an agreement
which became the basis of the Tennessee land system. Under
this settlement the United States hed title to the land south
and west of the Congresasional Reservation Line, which included
all of West Tennessee and the southwest corner of Middle Tennes-

see. Tennessee acquired ownership of the remaining land, but

was required to satisfy all North Carolina claims. Under this

4l1p1a,, 43.

42Thomaa Perkins Abernethy, From Frontier to Plantation
in Tennessee (The University of Norfth Carolins Press, Chape

B111, 1932), 112.

4389110ra, loc, clt., 43.
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arrangement, North Carolina grents had teken the most desir-
able lands; and therefore, in 1818, the same year the Chicka-
saws ceded the West Tennessee country to the United States,
Tennessee succeeded in indueing Congreass to open the Congres-

sional reserve to North Carolins warrants.44

The last group
of claims under the North Carolina act of 1783 had been made
in this area. Consequently, in the Legislature of 1823 land
speculators and politiclans were engaged in a controversy over
the lands. The contention was complicated by the fact that the
Legislature of North Carolina had reverted to her state uni-
versity any land grants unclaimed by her Revolutionary veterans.
Accordingly, the University of North Carolina begen presenting
these unclalimed soldier land rights to Tennessee for location.
Despite opposition to these dublous claims, Tennessee had ac-
cepted some of them, on condition that two Tennessee colleges
be given e share of the lands.45
When the trgatooa of the University of North Carolinae
presented additionel warrants to the Legisleture in 1823, James
K. Polk raised objestions in which he was supported by Crockett.
Polk argued that the lands 1ln the Western Distriet should be

reserved for a fund to support education. Crockett, coming

44Stanley J. Folmsbese, Sectionalism and Internsl Im-

provements in Tennessee, 1796~-1845 (East lennessee Historical
Society, Knoxville, 1939), 21-22,

45

301191’8, 100. Qitc, 43-440
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from the renks of the poor people, and lnterested in the rise
of the common man, demanded that the squatters ococupying lands
in this distriot be given priority in sesuring the land on
which they were living, By a close vote the University's peti-
tion for the validation of its warrants failed, but soon there-
after s court order allowed some of the University's claims.
In the 1824 session of the Legislature Crockett, Polk, snd
others made a futile effort to investigate the "illegal" pro-
ceedings of the Tennessee oourt.46

Although Polk, Crockett, and their supporters had suc-
ceeded in thwarting temporarily the plans of the University
of North Carolina trustees, they lost by strong majorities in
an attempt to stop the appropristion of lands in the Western
Distriet by Tennessee's land speculators. However, they did
win for the occupants preemption rights in purchasing the land
on which they were 1iving and had improved.%’

A second land controversy to come before the Legisla-
ture in 1823 concerned the sale of land in the Hiwassee Dis-~
trict, which included the territory between the Little Tennes-

see and Hiwassee Rivers. Recently acquired from the Cherokee

Indians, this area was a part of the "Cherokee Reservation,"

461p14,, 44-46. 1In 1825 the University's warrants were
esccepted, with the provision that they be divided as before
with Tennessee colleges. 1Ibld., 46n.

47Abernothy, Frontier to Plantatlon, 254-255; Sellers,
103 ° °1t oy 46"47.
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the only part of Tennessee in which no North Carolina lend war-
rants had been or could be satisfled. Congress in 1823 had re-
moved the minimum price requirement of $2.00 per acre. This made
it possible for the Leglslature to introduce a graduation system
ranging from $1.50 to 12-1/2 cents per aore, with preference made
to squatters durlng each period., Three significant amendments
were submitted, one by Polk, one by Felix Grundy, and another by
Thomes Kelly. Polk proposed to fix the top price in the gradu-
ation scale at $2.00 instead of $1.50, but the House rejected
it. Crockett was among those who voted against Polk's amendment.
Grundy proposed that the Hiwasaee lands should be sold for cash.
Crockett also opposed Grundy's resolution, because he was con-
vinced that poor people would be able to acquire very little
land 1f sales were made on a cash basis. Furthermore, Crockett
stated that he dld not come to the Legislature to negotlate
for rich men, but for poor men and, therefore, he was in favor
of selling the land on credit terms for the greater part of the
purchase, Grundy's amendment was adopted by a vote of two to
one, with Polk voting in fevor of 1t. Thomes Kelly proposed
that the poor wldows of the Hiwassee district be ellowed to
keep the quarter sections on which they were living, but 1t
was rejected by a vote of 18 to 19. Crockett, again acting
in interest of the poor people, voted for Kelly's amendment,

but Polk opposed it. On November 15, 1823, the original bill
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and graduatlion system was enacted into 1&1.48

A third land controversy 1n which education was agailn
involved concerned land seles in the area south of the French
Broad River. By the Compact of 1806 Tennessee was required
to set aaide two tracts of 100,000 scres each in the area
south of the French Broad for the support of colleges and
academies. Under the terms of thls agreement, squatters in
this region had preemption rights at one dollar an acre. How-
ever, since they had carved their homes out of this Indian
wilderness, they were unwilling to pay even this price, but
thought it should be given to them. These people comprised
& large part of the voting population. Therefore, the Legls-~
lature did not consider it politically expedient to collect
the one dollar per sere and considered a compramiao.49

On November 15, 1823, the Legislature passed an aot
which provided further relief for squatters on the college
and academy lands south of the French Broed. It postponed

the collection of interest due on thelr unpaid inastallments

481p14,; House Journal, 1823, pp. 32, 41, 223, 242-243;
Nashville WEIE, September s 18233 Acts, 18235, pp. 26-27. The
origin of @ graduated land price is oredited to J. C. Mitchell
who proposed the idea in the 1819 Legislature, but was defeated.
St. George Leakin Sioussat, "Some Phases of Tennessee Politics
in the Jackson Perliod," Amsrican Historical Review, XIV (Ostober,
1908), 63-54. In 1819 a graduation scale would have been against
federal law.

4QStanloy J. Folmsbee, "Blount College and East Tennes-
see College, 1794-1840: The Firat Predecessors of the Univer-
sity of Tennessee," East Tennessee Historical Soclety's Publioca-
tions, No. 17 (1945), 31.
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to May 1, 1824; remitted one third of the whole debt and
interest; stipulated that the remainder, bearing interest
et six per cent, should be paid in seven installments on or
before May 1 of each successive year, But the act further
stated 1f any installment was not paid when due, foresclosure
and sale at public auction would follow, with ocolleges and
scademies reoeiving the benefit of the proceeds., The Legis-
lature also voted to give colleges and academies the prooeeds
from sales of land south of the French Broad outside of the
college and academy tracts. Crockett supported this bill, but
Polk voted against it because he was more interested in a
fund for common aohools¢5°

Although the legislators in 1823 spent a considerable
portion of their time on the discussion and passage of bank
eand lend billls, due attention was given to other measures also.
Polk introduced a bill to pay talesmen Jurors at the same rate
as Jurors who were regulsrly summoned. To thils bill was of-
fered an amendment to pay overseers and hands working on the
road. Crockett spoke in favor of the original bill but agasinst
the amendment which he sald was designed to kill Polk's bill.,
Crockett saw a great difference in serving as talesmen jurors

and working on the road. He claimed that talesmen jurors

cited without notice were often interrupted in their dally

50,0ts, 1823, pp. 33-39; House Journal, 1823, pp. 188-189.

———
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business; but those who worked on the roads did so near their
homes, were not put to any great inoconvenience, and received
benefits from their own labor. After some discussion the
amendment was rejected.51

In another instanoe Crockett showed his concern for
the welfare of the poor man when he spoke in favor of a bill
to reduce the state tax. He argued thet it was diffioult for
poor people to pay their taxes, and, furthermore, the state
allowed the money to remein idle in the treasury without using
it for public benefit. But the Assembly passed an act which
stated that the state tax should remain the same for the next
two yeara.52

Croockett presented three bills in the 1823 Legislature,
namely: to establish the town of Overton in Perry County
opposite Perryville on the northeast bank of the Tennessee
River and to bulld a Jjall in Perryville; to authorize the con-

tinuance of certaln branches of the Bank of Tennessee; and to

grant no bllls of divorce during the present sesslion. Laws

5lyasnville Whig, October 6, 1823. A talesmen juror is
one summoned from among the by-standers in the court, or a Jjuror
summoned from time to time during a term of ecourt to replace
one of the original panel who may have become disqualified.
Black's Law Dictionary, 3rd edn. (West Publishing Co., St. Paul,
¥Minn,., 1933), 1701; Sem B. Gilreath, Caruther's History of &
Lawsuit, 7th end. (The W. H. Anderson Company, Cincinnati

To 19511), 357.
52
47-48,

Nashville Whig, November 24, 1823; Acts, 1823, pp.
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were passed by the Assembly which suthorized establishing
the town of Overton 1n Perry County, bullding a jeil in Perry-
ville, and continuing the branches of the Bank of Tennessee
until January 1, 1826. The section of the bank act of 1822
which authorized the president and dirsctors of a bank to dis-
continue that branch was also repealed.ss

Crockett's resclution that the Legisleture grant no

divorces called forth the moat argument and discussion. Croekett
contended that all divorce bills should be treated alike regard-
less of the situation or ocharacter of the husband or wife in~
volved. In indigent cases, where the problem of defraying the
expenses of obtalning s divoree in regular court procesedings
was involved, Crockett wes in favor of the Legislature's au-
thoriging that such caszes be prosecuted in the several distriocts.
at publlic expense rather than being brought before the Leglsla~
ture. Polk spoke at length in behalf of Crockett's divorce bill,
which was adopted by the House by a vote of 25 to 13, but re-
Jected by the Senate by s vote of 13 to 6., Although Crockett's
resoclution was defeated, no divorce was granted by the Legis-
lature during this session. Thus the "legislative divorce

mill that had been grinding away at each session since 1796"

53%ouse Journal, 1823, pp. 199, 206, 512, 17; Nashville
%hig, September £8, 1523; Acts, 1823, pp. 179, 196, 66, 67.
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apparently was chesked, at least in part through Crockett's
efforts,5*

At the sesslion of 1823, Colonel John Williems, a can-
didate for reelection to the United States Senate, was opposed
by the Overton faction because they feared that Williams, who
had had some differences with Andrew Jaskson, would not favor
the nomination of Jackson for the presidency in 1824, When
it became evident that neither of the two pro-Jackson opponents
of Williams could command enough votes to defeat him, they de-
cided to present the name of Jackson himself as Williama!?
opponent for the Senate, as the only man sure to defeat him.
Jackson did defeat Williems for the position, by & margin of

35 to 25,90

but not by Crockett's vote., At this early date
Crockett said he wanted to prove to the people that he had
eonvictions and was too independent politically to wear a

collar with these letters engraved on 1t:

MY DOG.

Andrew Jaokson.

54Nashvillo Whig, September 22, 1823; House Journal,
1823, p. 38; White, Messages, II, €1-62., In the seasion of
1821, Ex~Governor Joseph MoMinn submitted a petition request-
ing a divorce from his wife Nanay. By the narrow mergin of 19
to 20, MoMinn's petition was denied, with Crockett voting in
the negative. Ibid., 23.

553ellers, loc. oit., 51-52; Abernethy, op. oit., 244.
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In this election issue, Polk broke ranks and voted with the
Overton men for the General, while Croockett voted with the
Carroll men for Williama.se

Filnally, 1t may be of interest to note Crockett's poesi-
tion at this time on a proposal to take steps toward amending
Tennessee's Constitution. Although the proposition falled to
pass, Crockett voted in favor of calling the convontion.57

In reviewing Crockett's work in the 1823 Legislature,
it 18 evident that he wes more active than he had been in pre-
vious sessions. He served on numerous committees, partiocipated
in the debates on & number of major bills, and presented a
number of bllls and resolutions, some of which were passed,
but others were rojooted.58

An extra session of the Fifteenth General Assembly,

called by Governor Carrcll to correct a misteke in the act of

58crockett, op. ait., 111; Sellers, loc.oit., 52. Ac-
cording to Hamer, it was Crockett's vote for Willlsms against
Jackson that distinguished him in the Leglslature of 1823,
Philip M. Heamer, Tennessee: A History, 1673-1932, 4 vols. (The
American Historical Society, inc., New York, 1933), I, 283,

57

Nashville Whig, October 27, 1823.

%8Nashville Whig, 1823, and House Journal, 1823, cited
supra. Crookett introduced three mInor bills that apparently
did not get farther than & first reading pessage: to substlitute
a state license for the then present county license for showmen;
to abolish imprisonment for debt; and to appolint the time for
holding courts west of the Tennessee River. Nashville Whig,
September 22, October 27, 1823. Records show that Crocket
attended 76 days, traveled 400 miles, and received $368.00.
House Journal, 1823, p. 340.
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1823 regulating the elestion of elestors of President and
Vice~President of the United States, convened on September 20,
1824, at Murfreesboro. Ten days later the Assembly passed an
aoct which corrected the error in the 1823 electoral law. The
former law stated that the electors would be elected on the
first Thursdey and Friday in Oetober, 1824, s date preceding
the Presidentisl elestion by one month. The new law changed
the date to the first Thursday and Friday in November, 1824,
thus enebling Tennessee to cast her weight in the coming Presi-
dential eleotion in which Andrew Jackson was a candidate.sg

QzEarly in the session Crockett presented a bill for im-
proving navigation of the rivers in the Western District. On
October 16, 1824, the General Assembly passed en aot providing
for improved navigation of rivers in ten counties of Crockett's
district. The sct further stated that each county should levy
a tax, not to exceed 12-1/2 cents per one hundred aores on its
taxable lands and to be used exsclusively for improving its
navigable rivers., In 1823 Crockett had voted with Polk agasinst
8 bill for improving navigation of rivers in this distriect,
probably because an amendment had been added to use prisoners

for labor on public projeots.eo

59
White, Messages, II, 65-68; Acts, 1824, pp. 5-8. The

called session of the Legislature to change the word "October®
to "November" in the electoral law of 1823 cost the state
$11,715.86., White, Messages, II, 67.

6°House Journal, 1824, p. 135; Aots, 1824, p. 122; Sellers,
loc. cit., 48,
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Crockett introduoed e sescond bill in the interest of
internal improvement. He requested an epportionment of the
surplua public money thet had been acquired from the sale of
lots in the town of Jackson in Medlison County. This bill,
which was passed October 8, provided that this surplus money,
after some bulldings specified by an act of 1822 hsd been com-
pleted, should be set aside for building a road through the
swamp of the Forked Deer River.®l

Lafayette, the French hero who had helped the United
States win its independence in the Revolutionary War, had
arrived in this country for a visit and hed come to Tennessee
while the Legislature was in session. Consequently, resolu-
tions were adopted to pay him honor. Among these measures was
a blll presented by Crockett to establish the county of Fayette
in honor of our French patron and Revolutionary hero. The
following day the General Assembly passed an sct whish author-
ized that a county, to be called Fayette, by established west
of Hardeman County and east of Shelby County.62

Crockett then presented a complaint to the Legislature

in behalf of the occupants of the Western District. He deplored

8lyouse Journel, 1824, p. 37; Acts, 1824, p. 64. The
buildings specified in the act of 1822 were & courthouse, a
prison, stocks, and clerk's offices. 1Ibld., 1822, p. 87.

62
46-47.

House Journal, 1824, pp. 23-25, 46; Acts, 1824, pp.
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the practice of speculators locating fraudulent claims in the
distriet end the oocupants' being denied the easy terms they
had been promised by 2 previous act., His bitter feeling about
the whole matter was expressed in typleal phrasing given below:
The speculators had pretended to be great friends
to the people in saving their land, had gone up one
slde of a creek and down another, like a coon, end
pretended to grant the poor people great favors in
securlng the occupant claims--they gave them & oredit
of & year and promised to take cows, horses & in
payment., But when the year ¢ame around, the notes
were in the hands of others; the people were sued,
cows and horses not being sufficlent to pay; the
land itself went to pay for securing it.
Although the House in 1824 again voted to continue to grant
lands in the Western Distriect, the speculsators' majority was
reduced to two votes, with Crockett and Polk voting in the nega-
tive. And the Assembly passed an act which stated that if any
land warrant should be issued on improved land, the owner should
pay for the improvement under the occupant law of 1819.63
Crockett seemed less forcible in the Legislature of 1824.
However, he presented some bills which were eventually made into
law, namely: to improve the navigation of the rivers in the
Western Distrioct; to apportion the excess money derived ffom
the sale of lots in Jackaonj and to establish a new county,

Fayette .54

6380110rs, looc, cit., 46; House Journal, 1824, p. 199

Act" 1824:‘ Poe 15.

64Houae Journal, 1824, and Acts, 1824, cited suprsa.
Crockett attended 38 days, traveled 400 miles, and received
$196.00. House Journal, 1824, p. 189.
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Crockett's role as a legislator in the Tennessee Assembly

is worthy of commendation. He consistently spoke and acted
in behelf of the economioc, educationeal, and soolal progress of
his eonstituensey, both in public and private matters. He be-
gan his career as a state solon with little formal educationg
he inereased his judiclal knowledge from observation and studyj;
and although secentric in manner and dress, he won the admira-~

ticn of his colleagues by his morsl sourage and patriotism.



CHAPTER IV
CROCKETT IN CONGRESS

After the adjournment of the Legilislature in 1824,
Crockett agein changed from the role of a solon to that of
farmer and hunter. However, he had been back from Murfrees-
boro only a short time when he learned that the people of his
- district in Gibson County were dissatisfled with Colonel Adam
Alexander, thelr representative in Congress, because of his
vote for the tariff law of 1824. Consequently, in 1825 Crockett's
neighbors and friends began to talk to him about running ageinst
Alexander in the coming Congressional election.

Because of the general criticism of Alexander, other
candidates decilded to enter the Congressional race with the
result that Crockett and two other men announced their ocandi-
dacies in 1825. But the economic situation favored Alexander.
At this time cotton was selling for twenty-five dollars per
hundred. Alexander led his constituents to belleve that the
tariff of 1824 was responsible for the rise in the price of
cotton; but they returned him to Washington by a margin of

1 After the elestion, a politiclan at Jackson

only two votes,
in a letter to a friend expressed his opinion of Crockett and

his defeat with the following remark: “Our bear hunter and

lorookett, op. oit., 111-112.
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coon catcher, the beautiful, decent and sccomplished Colo.
David Crockett was in an ace of being elected to Congress but
the people showed good sense for onoo.“2

The fall following the election, while Alexander was
in Congress, Crockett not only hunted for his end & neighbor's
winter supply of meat, but also engaged in lumber speculation.
With the aid of some hired hands he bullt two large boats,
loaded them with plpe staves, and started down the Mississippl
River for New Orleens. A short distance down the river the
boats ocapsized, the cargo was lost, and Crockett and his crew
barely escsped drowning. Fortunately, the next day about sun-
rise a large boat picked them up and took them to Memphis. In
this oity Major Marecus Winchester, a merchant and a friend of
Crockett's, supplied him and his comrades with clothing and
money to return home. Another economie venture had proved
unsuccessful for Crookatt.3

Forgetting his close defeat in 1825, Crookett with new
vigor and determination entered the Congressional campaign of
1827 against Colonel Alexander and Major-General Willliam Arnold,

both of Jackaon, Tennessee., His friend, Winchester, now mayor

of Memphis, furnished Crockett, in poor financlal circumstances

2Quoted in Williems, West Tennessee, 264.

3Crockett, op. cit., 113, 126, 128-129. Major Winchester
is i1dentified in Shields Mollwaine, Memphis Down in Dixie (E. P.
Dutton and Company, Inc., New York [o ISZﬁ]). 78, Winchester
was & major in the War of 1812 and first mayor of Memphis, 1827~
1829, 1Ibid., 52, §7.



64
as usual, with money to conduct his campsign. Both Alexander
and Arnold, underestimating thelr opponent's strength, made
the mistake of ignoring Crockett and devoted their time and
effort in working against each other.4 Crockett used part of
his campaign money to buy some of the "oreature" (whiskey) to
treat his friends and keep them happy, but not intended, ac-
ecording to Crockett, to influence their voting.s An incident
during the campaign, which is typical of Croockett's fund of
wit and his political genlus in meeting a situation quiockly,
1s quoted below. On one speaking occasion Arnold, disturbed
by the casckling of some guineas nearby, asked that they be
driven away., When Crockett got up to speak, he said:
Well, eolonel, you are the first men I ever saw

that understood the language of fowls. You've not

hed the politeness to mention me In your speech.

And when my little friends, the gulnea-fowls, came

up end began to holler "Crockett, Crookett, Crockett,"

you have been ungenerous enough to stop and drive them

away .

In his Autobiography, Crookett tells of a trick he

played on & merchant during this campaign. Job Snelling hed
set up a shop at a plece where the contestants were to speak
cn a particular occsasion. Crockett sensed that the constitu-

ents'! thirst for whiskey was greater than thelr interest in

4¥1111ams, West Tennessee, 264.

Scrockett, op. oit., 130. The practice of purchasing
votes with whiskey had become so prevalent that the Legislature
hed pessed a law against such political tactics, but it had
proved futile. Crockett was among those who opposed the law.
Hamer, op. cit., I, 341.
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the affairs of the nation. So he led part of the crowd over
to Snelling's shanty to treat them. Upon learning that he
could not get whiskey without money, or its equivealent, Crockett
decided to go to the woods to kill sn animal, in order to use
its skin for barter. In a few minutes he had killed a coon
end presented its skin to Snelling for e quaert of liguor.
But one quart not being sufficient to satisfy the crowd, Crookett
went back to the shop. The skin was stil)l on the sounter where
Crockett had thrown it., Snelling, busy at the bar, falled to
notice as Crockett suddenly snatched it and threw 1t back on
the counter, as if it were another skin. And, quoting Crockett,
by repeating this trick,
e« o« o« I wish I may be shot, 1f I didn't before

the dey was over, get ten guarts for the same iden-

tical skin, and from a fellow too, who in those

parts was considered as sharp as a steel trap, and

a8 bright as a pewter button.

Crockett had used the politicien's gift of knowing how

to appeal to the orowd, He defeated hlis leading opponent by
a majority of 2,748 votes, and won the right to a seat in the
House of Representatives at Washington.6 On September 18, 1827,

Governor Willliam Carroll signed the scertificate of election,

which ocommissioned David Crookett to represent the Ninth

6Crookott, op. ¢it., 131-132, 214-218, Winchester,
who had loaned Crockett campaign money, also let him have
$100 for traveling expenses to Washington., Later from Wash-
ington Crockett sent him a oheck for 5250, drawn on & bank at
Nashville. Ibld., 130.
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Congressional Distriect in the House of Representatives during
the Twentieth Congreaa,7 the first session of which oconvened
December 3, 1827, and remained in session until May 26, 1828.8

The period in which Crockett assumed the dutles of a
national solon was that in which Tennessee, as well as naticnal,
politiocs centered largely around Andrew Jackson, military hero
of the War of 1812 and 1dol of the common people, the group
to which Crockett himself belonged. In their ambition for a
more representative participetion in American democracy, they
had great confidence in Jackson a2 one to sponsor their politi-
oal ideas. Crookett's first two sessions in Congress were dur-
ing the administration of John Quincy Adams. At this time the
Jackson faction was usually opposed to the policies of Presi-
dent Adems and his supporters. But, according to his Auto-
blography, Crockett supported the measures of the Jacksonians
in Congress.g

The firat discussion in the House in which Crockett

took part concerned a private blll for rellef of the widow and

TGertificate of Eleotion, Original Documents, Record
Group 233, National Archives, Washington, D. C. Hereafter cited
a8 RG 233. Others in the Tennessee delegation were John Bell,
John Blair, Robert Desha, Jacob C, Isacks, Pryor Lea, John H.
Mareble, James C. Mitohell, and James K. Polk. Hamer, op. cit.,
11, 988.

BGongresaional Debates, 1827-28, IV, 20 Cong., 1 sess., l.

9Crockett, op. o8lt,., 132, During the Twentlieth Congress
Crockett in writing home spoke kindly of Jackson and claimed to
be one of his loyal supporters. Sioussat, loc. cit., 57, 57n,
citing s manuseript letter of Crockett in possession of the
Tennessee Historical Soclety, Nashville, Tennessee.
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family of Major-General Jacob Brown, hero in the battles of
Chippewa, Niagare, and Erie during the War of 1812. Brown,

e ma jor-general in the Army, died in February, 1828, from a
disease which he contracted while in service. Congress had
proposed to give Brown's family, then in very poor financial
circumstances, the remainder of the General's salary for that
year. Crockett spoke agesinst federal appropriations for the
widows of veterans, but offered to contribute from his personal
account toward a fund for the Brown family. On April 3 Con-
gress authorirzred the Seoretary of the Treasury to pey Mrs.
Brown her late husband's salary from the time of his desth
until December 31, 1828..°
On Apri) 24, James K., Polk introduced a bill asking
that the Legislature of Tennessee be authorized to issue grants
and titles to the wvacant or unappropriated lands south and
west of the Congressional Reservation Line and to use the pro-
ceeds from the sale of these lands for the benefit of publiec
education. By an sot of Congress in 1806, Tennessee had agreed
to satiefy any oivil end military land warrants for which
North Carolina was responsible when she ceded the present
Tennessee land to the United States, with the stipulation that

Tennessee should set aside, where possible, one section of land

in each township for the support of education. In support of

1000n ressional Debates, 1827-28, IV, 20 Cong., 1 sess.,
3-2084, 2088

1608, 2083-2084, 3 Appendix, 1x. See Appendix.
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Polk's bill, Crockett argued that school lands had not been
provided as promised in the agreement of 1806, because the
North Carolina warrants hed been satisfied with the choice land
in each township. Crookett stated that, having lived in this
section of Tennessee for ten years, he knew its great need in
respect to schools and education, and therefore requested the
support of the House in the passage of this land and education
bill. However, two days later the billl was laid on the table.
Crockett himself, in the interest of the squatters, proposed
that the Committee on Public Lands examine the expediensy of
donating one section with its improvements to each settler in
this territory.ll

During this session Crockett introduced a resolution re-
questing that the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads in-
vestigate the expediency of establishing a mall route from
Jagckson to Mount Pierson, Purdy's office, and Perryville in
Perry County. On April 3, 1828, Congress passed a lew which
provided for Crockett's proposed mail routa.12

The second session of the Twentieth Congress convened
on December 1, 1828, end remeined in session until Merch 3,

13

1829. Again Crockett and Polk brought up the matter of the

Y1y1a,, 2406, 2518-2620; RG 233.

121p1d.; Congressional Debates, 1827-28, IV, 20 Cong.,
1l sess., Appendix, xl1i.

13:p1d., 1828-29, V, 20 Cong., 2 sess., l.
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disposal of Tennessee's vacant lands south and west of the
Congressional Reservation Line.

On January 5, 1829, Polk moved that the House consider
the bill which he had presented in the previous session con-
scerning the unappropriated lands in the Western Distrioct.
Crockett submitted an amendment to Polk's bill which ocontained
two ma jor provisions. One of these provisions desclared that
all persons occupying land south and west of the Congressional
Reservation Line on April 1, 1829, and having mede certein im-
provements on the same should have priority in meaking an entry
and receiving a grant for one hundred eand sixty acres, includ-
ing their improvements, on the condition that the entry be
made by April 1, 1830. A second provision stipulated that
these entries be made in the office of the surveyor of the
distriet in which the land lay, be surveyed by him, and the
regular fee for such service be paid by the ooccupants making
the entries., It further stipulated that, if two or more occu-
pants should be living so near to each other that it was not
possible to allot to each his one hundred and sixty acres, then
the surveyor should divide the land equally both as to quality
and quantity. Croockett accepted a modifiocstion of his amend-
ment which changed the date of entry from April 1, 1829, to
December 1, 1828, He apologized for presenting this amendment
to the bill introduced by his colleague, but declared that
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he felt obligated to do so for the welfare of his consti-
tuents.l4

Polk insisted that any asct passed by the Tennessee
Leglslature for the disposition of the lands in the Congres-
slonal Reservation would provide for the welfare of the squatters.
But Crockett disagreed with Polk. In a letter to the people
of his distriet, Crockett informed them that he had opposed
in Congress the relinquishment of the land south and west of
the Congressional Reservation Line to the state, to be disposed
of by the Leglislature., He belleved that any preference given
to the occupants by an aoet of the Leglislature would be in theory
only, since the state could put a price on the land so prohibi-
tive that the squatteras could not buy it. 1In his letter he
also told them that if the delegation had supported him the
land could have been given to the squatters as a direct grant
from Congress., He also informed his constituenoy that in the
last session he had proposed a bill, whereby each squatter
would have been given preemption to two hundred acres with
the United States Government recelving the proceeds. The
revenue received from the taxes would have gone to the state
of Tennessee. Crockett considered that this would have been
of greater advantage to the State than any other manner of

disposal of the lands in question. But becsuse his colleagues

141414,, 161-162, 164.
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falled to support him, the measure was defeated by a vote of
89 to 92,15

Representatives from Ohlo and Illinois guestioned the
wilsdom of the United States'! donating land to settlers in
Tennessee, since such an act would obligate the federal govern-
ment to make similar donations to other states. Crookett ex-
plained that the situation in Tennessee was peculiar, since
her public lands had never been divided into sections by fed-
eral surveyors as in other states. Therefore, the poor people
could not asquire a seoction of land in Tennessee as they could
in Ohio and Illinois, On the other hand, warrant-holders head
gone into the territory and located on all the valuable land,
thus leaving the less desirable lande for the aquatters.le

Before the House ad Journed, Polk made a final appeal
for the memorisl sent to Congress by the Tennessee Leglalature
in 1823 asking for a relinquishment by the United States to
Tennessee of 1ts title to unappropriated land south and west

of the Congressional Reservation Line for the support of publis

education. At this time Polk was a member of the Legislature

lslbid., 162-165; David Crockett's Ciroular to the Citi-
zeq% and Voters of the Ninth Congressional Distriet—zghthe—§tato
of Tennesses, Februar 2§§ 1831, pp. 5-7. A copy of this oircu-
lar, with no publisher an ﬁafe’of publication given, 1s in the
MeClung Collection, Lawson McGhee Library, Knoxville, Tennessee.

Hereafter ocited as Crockett's Cirocular. For earlier aspects of
this controversy, see supra, 48 et seq.

lelbid., 165, Warrant-holders had legal authority to a
certain eamount of land from North Carolina. Occupants, or
squatters, were dependent upon the Tennessee Leglslature.
Sioussat, loc. cit., 55.
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and chalrman of the commlttee which submitted the memorilal,
with the following resolution:
Resolved, That our senators and representatives

in Congress be required to use their best exertions,

whenever they shall deem 1t expedlent so to do, to

procure the passage of a law, authorizing the state

of Tennessee to dispose of the vacant lands lying

south and west of the Congressional reservation

line, after the first day of June, 1825, at such

price as may be thought prudent by the leglslature

for the purposes of education.
After a long debate, & motlion to lay the Tennessee land bill
and its amendments on the table carried by a vote of 103 to
63. Polk expreassed regret that Crockett did not vote with the
Tennessee delegation to carry out the state's instruction con-
serning public eth.usad::l.on.]"7

Polk was interested in the proceeds that might be de-

rived from the seles of lands 1n the Congressional Reservation
for educational purposes, whereas Crockett had loat his former
enthuslasm for schools and was now more interested in securing
preemption rights for the squatters. Polk's letters show the
disgust of the Tennessee representatives and Senator Hugh
Lawson White for Crockett's defection. They reported him to
the home constituency and the newspapers of Tennessee censured

Crockett for his action.i®

1700ngresaiona1 Debates, 1828-29, V, 20 Cong., 2 sess.,

166, 211; ite, Messages, 55-57; House Journal, 1823, pp. 325=-
329.

leAbornethy, Frontier to Plantation, 206; Sioussat, loc.
cit. » 58.
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During the same session of Congress, Crockett, al-
though much concerned about the Tennessee land bill and, en-
geged a great part of the time in arguing for the oscupants,
or squatters, introduced resolutions for the welfare of his
distriset in regard to internal improvement and social progress.
On Januery 20, 1829, Crockett introduced two resolutions de-
signed to help Tennessee in these respects. The first asked
the Committee on Roads and Canals to investigate the need of
opening a road from Bolivar through the Chickesaw lands to
Cotton-gin Port in Mississippl and a second road leading from
Memphls to Jackson, Mississippl, and passing through the Chicka-
saw lands. The second resolution requested the Committee on
Post Offlces and Poat Roads to investigate the possibility of
opening & mall route from Memphis to Loves'! Settlement and
Toocklish in the Chickasaw lands, thence to Columbus on the mili-
tary road in Mississippi, intersecting the southern msil route
at that point.'®

However, Crockett, in his efforts for internal improve-
ment at federal expense, did not rescelve the full support of
the Tennessee delegation in the House, nor that of the Tennessee

Senators, Hugh L. White and John H. Eaton. In February, 1829,

only one of Crockett's colleagues, James C. Mitchell, voted

19RG 233, The writer found no references made to these
resolutions 1n the publications of Congress.
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with him in favor of a bill appropriating $100,000 for the
repair of the Cumberland Road.Z°

In review of Crockett in the Twentleth Congress, we
note that he voted against federal appropriations for widows
of veterans. He did not vote with his delegation in support
of a land blll to provide funds for the support of public edu-
cation for which he was censured by the Tennessee press. On
the other hand, he proposed that the squatters on the land in
question receive a donation of one seotion of land with its
improvements. However, he did show some interest in the social
progress of Tennessee when he introduced resoclutions request-
ing new mall routes and public roads.

In 1829 Crookett was agaln in the rasce for Representa-
tive to Congress from the VWestern Distriot. Adam Huntsman, a
lawyer of Madlison County, would not condescend to enter the
race at this time, because he oonsidered it beneath his dignity
to campaign with Crockett, whose methods he considered so
questlionable. But Captaln Joel Estes of Haywood County and
Colonel Alexander announced thelir candidacies. It appeared
however, that the contest would be decided by the strength of
the two major rivals, Alexander and Crookott.21

Below is a table which gives the counties of the

Vestern Distriot, the population of esch, the votes cast for

2OFolmsboe, Sectionalism and Internal Improvements, 54,

556n.
21W1111am1, West Tennessese, 265.
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each contestant, and Crockett's margin of vietory or defeat.

Population Contestants Crookett's

Counties in 1830 Crockett Alexander Mergin
Herdeman 11,628 587 607 - 20
Haywood 5,354 249 216 + 33
Henderson 8,741 729 295 +434
Fayette 8,654 354 349 + 5
Shelby 5,652 258 02 +166
Obion 2,099 151 38 +113
Carroll 9,378 792 309 +483
MeNeiry 5,697 549 200 +349
Madison 11,7560 555 862 «307
Dyer 1,904 154 23 + 61
Henry 12,230 897 603 +294
Gibson 5,801 451 158 +293
Tipton 6,317 303 131 +172
Weakley 4,796 449 123 +326

Totals: 99,001 6,478 4,076 +2,402

it must have been a very vilifying race, for the Gagette, a
paper published i1n Jackson, carried Crockett's complaints of
attacks on his private character, particularly one circulated
by Croockett's neighbor, a preacher in Glbson COunty.22

Crockett had been successful in his race for re-election
to Congress, On October 7, 1829, Governor Willliam Carroll
signed the certificate of election which commissioned David
Crockett to represent the Ninth Congressional District of

Tennessee in the House of Hepresentatives, during the

zglbid., 266, 2866n; Easstin Morris, Tennessee Gazetteer
(W. Hasell Hunt & Co., Nashville, Tennessee, 1854), 1xvix
[{1xix], 1lxx. Crockett cleimed a larger majority than the
table shows. Crockett, op. cit., 133.
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23

Twenty-first Congress, the first session of which convened

December 7, 1829, and remeined in session through May 31,
1830.24

Andrew Jackson was President when Croockett began his
second term in Congreas. Jackson was a strong executive and
with determination proceeded to carry out his domestic policies
concerning internal improvement, the Indians, and the United
States Bank. Although Crockett claimed to have supported the
Jacksonians in the previous Congrees, early in the present
session, he broke with the Administration, as we shall see
presently; and throughout the remainder of his Congressional
career spoke boldly and publicly against the President and
his mmasuroa.zs

On May 20, 1830, Congress passed a billl which suthorigzed
the government to buy stock in a company that was planning to
build a road between Maysville and Lexington in Kentucky. Jack-

son revesaled his views agalnat internal improvement at publie

expense by vetoing the road blll. When the rejected bill was

25RG 233. Others in the Tennessee delegation were John
Bell, John Blair, Robert Desha, Jacob C. Isacks, Cave Johnson,
Pryor Lea, Jsmes K. Polk, and Jemes Standifer. Hamer, op. cit.,
11, 988,

24Congrosaional Debates, 1829-30, VI, Pt. 1, 21 Cong.,

1l sess., 1.

25Ralph Volney Harlow, The Growth of the United States,
2 vols. (Henry Holt and Company, New York (o 1943]), I,

et seq.
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returned to the House, Crockett voted ln favor of passing it
over Jackson's veto, but the veto was not overridden. 1In the
House debate Crockett stated that if he had spoken for five
days on the subjeot, not a single vote would have been ohanged.26

Early in 1830 John Bell of Tennessee introduced & bill
providing for the removal of the Indlans west of the Mississippi
River. One of the longest debates in American history fol-
lowed, in whioch Bell spoke for five hours. In its final form
the bill had a provision for an sppropriation of $500,000 for
the expense of their removal. It passed by a close vote of
103 to 97, with Crockett the only member of the Tennessee dele-
gation voting egainst it, although he did not speak against it
when 1t was under discussion.

Following the passage of the Indien bill, Crockett in
a letter to hls constituents reproached the President snd his
Cablnet for their inhuman policy toward the Indians., He also
stated that Congress had ignored petitions from the indlans
concerning thelr grievances; that the President had disregarded
treaties made with the Indians; and had supported Georgla in
legislation revoking the rights of the Indians under valid

27

treaties. By his vote against the Indian blll, Crockett had

26Homsr Carey Hockett, Pollitlical and Social Growth of
the United States (The Maomillan Company, New York, 19357), 499-
500; Folmsbee, op. oilt., 67; Cong§§ssional Debates, 1829-30, VI,
Pt. II, 21 Cong., 1 sess., 820, .

27

Congressional Debates, 1829-30, VI, Pt. I, 21 Cong.,
1 80380. O" 3 1 [ N) is. TI’ 819’ 995-994’ 1133"1136’

Crockett, op. cit., 133; Crockett's Circular, 2-3.
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District were before this same committee, Crockett's final
argurent for s seleot committee was that he lived among the
people of thise district, knew thelr situation and needs, and
was therefore qualified to serve on a committee to dispose of
their lends. Crookett's resolution was sccepted and he was
mecde chairman. Crockett was also successful in getting the
Legisleture's memorial on public lands placed before his com-
mittee.oL

Crockett introduced some resoclutions conserning internsl
improvement and social service. One of these requested the
Committee on Post Cfflces and Post Roads to investigete the
expedience of establishing s mell route from Duncan's post
office in Hardemsn County to Mitochell's store in McNairy
County, thence to Cypress Bridge at Jemes Smith's in the same
county, thence to J. C. Simpson'’s in Herdin County, thence to
Esquire Lettery's, and there intersecting the Savannsh meil
route through Hardin County. A second resolution requested
a mell route from Dyersburg to RKutherford Mills, thence to
Baerfields on the west bank of the Kissisaippi, thence to
Rutherford Mills and Netchez Bluff, and thenee to Eaton,
Trenton, snd Gibson City. A third resolution requested the
Committee on Internal Improvements to investigate the expedi-

ency of surveying a canal route from the head of Muscle Shosals

3lGongressional Debates, 1829-30, VI, Pt. I, 21 Cong.,
1 gess., 74. 480‘48 (]
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on the Tennessee in Alabama to some point on the Big Hatohie
above Bolivar.52

Although Crockett was not successful in hils efforts to
goet federal aid for internal improvement in West Tennessee,
he supported federal ald for internsl improvement elsewhere in
the state and ln the United States. In 1830 Joseph Hemphill of
Pennsylvania, chalrmen of the Commlttee on Internal Improve-
ments, introduced 1ln the louse & blll which provided for the
construstion of & national road at federal expense from
Buffalo to Washington and thenee through Eaat Tennessee to
New Orleans. In the bitter debate which followed in Congres=s
the Tennessee delegation reflected the sentiments of its con-
stituents, with the representatives of East Tennessee and
David Crockett of West Tennessee speeking in favor of the Hemp-
hill bill. Crockett expressed a preference for the roed to
terminate on the Mississgippil River near Memphlis snd sdmitted
that he voted for the passage of the bill because he wanted
Tennessee to have her "shars in the snacks" of the publie
funds. The Hemphill blll lost, however, by a vote of 88 to
108,33

Croockett expressed his view on internal improvement at

federal expense when he voted in favor of & bill asuthoriging

5236 2533. The writer found nc references Lo the above
resolutions in the publications of Congress.

33Folmabeo, Sectionalism and Internal Improvements, 64-66,
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a $50,000 appropriation to improve the navigation of the Ohio
and Mississippi. In speaking for 1ts passage, he criticized
the states' rights men of the House who argued against it.
Crookett declared that it was not feaslible for any one state
to undertake such a colossal project. It was more than two
years later that Congress did pess & law which authorlized an
appropriation of $50,000 for improving the navigation of the
Ohio, Missouri, and Missilsslppl Rivors.34

During the Twenty-first Congress Crockett again gave
time and thought to the Tennessee land bill. He voted in
favor of internal improvement at public expense and introduced
some resolutions whioch sconcerned internal improvement and
social progress in the state and district. His one slingular
resolution was that to abolish West Point. But he made a
political blunder when he dared to oppose President Jaokson
by voting against the Indian bill. According to Crockett,
when he returned home after the ad journment of Congress, he
learned as he must have suspeocted, that his constituency had
turned against him.35

But oriticism from his colleagues, constituents, and

the press did not alter his decision to become a candldate for

34Con ressional Debates, 1830-31, VII, 21 Cong., 2 sess.,
787-789; ibld., 1835-34, X, Pt. IV, 23 Cong., 1 sess., Appendix,

332.

35Grockett, op. oit., 133.
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re-election in 1831. He was opposed by William Fitzgerald,

& lawyer of Dresdon.:56

According to Crockett, and there seems
to be no other authority except for writers who have drawn

from his Autobliography, the newspapers opposed Crookett on a

wide scale. But the thing, as he relates it, that defeated
him was a stealthy plan initiated by the lewyers of his dis-
trict. They made appointments for Crockett to tell the people
why he deserted Jackson. But Crockett, not being informed of
the meetings, of course was not present, and therefore was
accused of trying to dodge the 1ssue. The lawyers proceeded
to attack his career in Congress, and substantiated their re-~
marks with newspapers and journals of Congress produced from
their saddle-bags. Crockett knew nothing of this politiocal
intrigue until it wes too late to defend himself. He claims
that he had a majority in the totsl vote of seventeen counties,
but his opponent's ma jority in the populous county of Madison

defeated him.37

In April, 1831, Andrew Jackson in a letter to
Samuel Jackson Hays said: "I trust for the honor of the state,
your Congressional Distriect wlll not disgrace themselves longer
by sending that profligate men Crockett beck to Congress."
Shortly after the election Crockett in a letter to Dr. Calvin

Jones about a land deal stated that he was expecting the

36Williams, West Tennesses, 268.
37

Crockett, op. oit., 134.
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returns to be in Fltzgerald's favor, but he was proud to say
that he had not catered to any fection of the party and made
this generalization: "I would rather be politically buried
than to be hypocritically immortalized.">S

When the Twenty-second Congress convened in 1831,
Crockett contested the votes cast in Madison County which gave
a majority to Fitzgerald. Depositions taken by Allen Deberry,
Justice of the Peace in that county, and signed by the elec-
tion officlals, were sent to the House of Repreaentativea.59
The House referred the depositions to the Committes of Elec-
tions. From a total of 16,482 votes, official returns showed
that Fitzgerald had a majority of 586; end the committee be-
ing discharged from further investigations, the matter was
laid on the table.4°

Eowever, Crockett's defeat in 1831 did not end his
political career. In 1833 he agaln announced his candidacy
for Congress. Crookett hoped that before the election the
Legislature would gerrymander the diastrict in his favor by

taking Madlson, the county which had defeated him in 1831,

3841111ams, Historic Madison, 403; ibld., 422. Ed
Knox Boyd of Bolivar, Tennessee, has the original letter from
Crockett. 1Ibid.

39RG 233. Electlon offlcials signing the depositions
were two judges, James Freeman and Willlam Jackson; a deputy
sheriff, David Jarret; and a clerk, John T. Bryen. See Appen-
dix,

40y1108' Weekly Register, XLI, 150, 332; RG 233,
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out of the district. But this was not done. Crockett's
opponent was the incumbent Fitzgerald. But the people re-
versed the situation of 1831 and gave Crockett a majority of
202 votes. For the third time since 1827, Crockett had been
slected to serve in the House of Representatives and would
represent the Western District in the Twenty~-third Congresa.41
The first sesslon convened on December 2, 1833, and remained

in session until June 30, 1834.%2

This was durlng Jackson's
second administration and the Preslident's bank policy was
causing much public comment. Some praised the foresight of

the executive but others denounced his action as brought out
hereafter in this chapter. While the presidentiasl election

of 1832 was in progress Jackson had vetoed the bill to rechar-
ter the Unlted States Bank. Jackson considered his re-election
to be a mendate from the people, and was determined to destroy

the bank,. 43

Early in the second administration he began to
withdraw the federal funds and deposit them in various state

banks. Meny in the South who had stock in the national bank

“lcrockett, op. olt., 134-135.

4acongreaaiona1 Globe, 23 Cong., 1 sess., 1, 480. Others
in the Tennessee delegation were John Bell, John Blair, Samuel
Buneh, David W. Dickinson, %illiam C. Dunlap, John B. Forester,
William W, Inge, Cave Johnson, Luke Lea, Balie Peyton, James K.
Polk, and James Standifer. Hamer, op. cit., II, 989.

4:sl\lox'man L. Parks, "The Career of John Bell as Congress-
man from Tennessee, 1827-1841," Tennessee Historicsl Quarterly,
I (September, 1942), 235.
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were, of ocourse, opposed to Jackson's withdrawal policy. The
bank hed also loaned money to Richmond newspapers and to

Southern men, including George McDuffie and David Crockett,

at a low rate of 1nterast.44

Memorials were being sent to Washington from the vari-
ous states requesting a recharter of the United States Bank.
The House raised the question as to the expediency of spend-
ing money to print the many names signed to these memorials.
Various repressentatives spoke for and against spending money
for a mere listing of nemes. Croockett's speech in favor of
printing the names seems typical of the language and reason-
ing of the speaker and 1s gquoted below:

Sir, as I am the only person from Tennessee in
this House who am opposed to the Administration, I
hope I may get a few words in: that I may say what
are my notions on these metters . . . . Sir, are
we to stick at such trifles as a few dollars in the
printing a matter so ilmportant? It seems, sir, to
me to be something like loading a twenty-four pounder
to shoot a flea. We are spending three or four
thousand dollars in dlscussing the printing of e
matter that perhaps, after all, will not be twenty
cost (sic). . . . I love, sir, to see the peti-
tioners come here; . . . every day my letters tell
me they wish this question settled. They know very
well, in my district, the charscter of the man, who,
when he takes anything into his head, will carry it
into effect. They know how 1 should act in this
bank business, for I told them before I was elected,
how I should vote--that I would recharter the bank,
and restore the deposites (sic]. . . . Sir, the
people have a right to tell their grievances, and,

“4psssett, United States, 414; William B. Hesseltine,
The South in Americen History (Prentice-Hall, Inc., New York,
19437, 538,
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sir, I tell you, they must not be refused--I can't
stend it any longer--I1 won't.

By a vote of 112 to 90 the House agreed to print the names

5 At this time Crockett in a letter

signed to the memorials.4
to Colonel Thomes Henderson in Madison City spoke of Jackson's
benk policy as unconstitutionel end more serious even then the
former nullification question in South Carolina.%®

Near the end of the session a debate was held in Con-
gress in regard to Jasckson's removael of the government funds
from the United States Bank. A jolnt resolution of the Senate
and House declared that the reasons for the removal of the
-deposlts given in a report by the Seoretary of the Treasury
at the beginning of the session were nelther sufficient nor
satiasfactory. Because Polk moved that the resolution be laid
on the table, Crockett accused Polk of dodging the bank issue
and prooeeded to ask for a ocall of the House. Crockett was
called to order so often that his speeoh could hardly be
heard. He moved further that the Sergeant-at-arms bring in
those members absent without exocuses. This motlion lost by a
vote of 107 to 76, but Polk's motion to lay the resolution

on the table carried by 114 to 101.47

4500ngressiona1 Globe, 23 Cong., 1 sess., 195-197.

46%1111ams, Historic Madison, 423. Tomy MoCorry, Jack-
son, Tenneasee, has the originsl letter. 1Ibid.

4700ngroaaional Debates, 1833-34, X, Pt. IV, 23 Cong.,
1 sess., 4467-4468.
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Crockett revealed the potential evil, as he saw 1it,
in Jackson's policy of putting federel money in state banks
with the burlesqgue comparison quoted below:

It requires an eye as insinuating as a dissect-
ing knife to see what safety there 1s in plascing
one million of the public funds in some little
country shaving shop with no more than one hundred
thousand dollars capital. This bank, we will sup-
pose without belng too particular, 1s in the neigh-
bourhood [sic] of some of the public lands, where
speculators, who have everything to gaein and nothing
to lose swarm like orows about csarrion. They buy
the Unlted States' lands upon a large scele, get
discounts from the aforesald shaving shop which are
made upon a large scale also upon United States!
funds; they pay the whole purchase money with these
discounts and get a oclear title to the land, so
that when the shaving shop comes to make a Flemish
account of her trensections, "the Government"
[President Jackson)] will discover that he has not
only lost the original deposite [sic], but a large
nart of the public lands to boot.

In June, 1834, in a letter to William Haok of Madison,
Tenneasee, Crockett gave his reasons for voting sgainst a
bank committee to examine the United States Bank after Jeck-
son had removed the deposits. He compared it to hanging a
man and then summoning a jury to prove his lnnocence or gullt.,
He objected to it for another resson, and perhaps this was the
reel one. He concluded that an investigation would only ex-
cite the people and have a tendency to revive Jackson's popu-

larity, which Crockett believed to be vaning.49

48crookett, op. olt., 222-223,

4g”Some Pioneer Letters,"” American Eistorical Magagine,
II (April, 1897), 179-180. See Appendix.
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Croockett again, on December 17, 1833, pleced the

Tenneasee land bill before the House with a resolution ask-
ing for the appointment of a select committee of seven members
with the authority to make a falr, just, and advantageous
disposal of the vacant lends south and west of the Congressionel
Reservaetion Line. Crockett presented other bills concerned
with soclal service and internal improvement. One of these
was a resolution requesting the Committee on Poat Offices
and Post Roads to inveastigate the expediensy of establishing
e mail route from Totten's Wells in Obion County, by Seth

Bedford's to Troy.50

Felling apparently in his effort for a
new mail route for his distriect, he presented a third resolu-
tion requesting an appropriation of $60,000, but later reduced
to $30,000, to improve the navigation of the Forked Deer,
Hatchle, and Obion Rivers., This resolution was likewise re-

jeoted.51

Although Crockett failed to get an appropriation
to improve the navigation of these rivers, he was bidding for,
1f not intentionally, the patronage of his district. All
classes of his constitueney, the rich and poor, the merchants
and politicians, were alike in their zeal for the execution

of such an urgent projoct.52

50pg 233,

51congressional Globe, 23 Cong., 1 sese., 392, 469.

5241111ems, Historic Madison, 124-125.
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But, on the other hand, it seems that Crockett would
have lost, in some measure, the respect of his constituency
by refusing near the end of the session to vote for resolu-
tions adopting a vote of thankes for the services of the late
speaker, Andrew Stevenson., He did not vote against the reso-
lutions, but withheld his vote for them, Jjustifying his action
with this remark: "I am not inclined to adopt a vote of thanks
to any man without knowing what for, or beilng satisfied they
are deserved."®S

Toward the end of this session Crockett desided to
forego his duties as legislator for a couple of weeks and visit
some clties in the East for a few personal reasons, He had
never seen these parts of his country; he admired the members
of Congress from these sectionsj; he hoped to miss the discus-
sions on the appropriation bill; and also he had been advised
by his physlioian to teke a rest. Accordingly, he lsft Wash-
ington on April 25, 1834, for a tour of Beltimore and other

54

cities. When visiting numerous places in these clties, he

was called on to speak, apparently under the ausplces of the

55

Whigs. It was expected that Crockett would be received with

55Niloa' Weekly Register, XLVI, 321. The vote was 87 to

49. No Tennessee Representative voted in the negative. Ibid.,
337,

540rookett, op. clt., 143-144.

55Wa1ter Blair, "Six Davy Crocketts,” Southwest Review,
XXV (July, 1940), 458,
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enthusiasm by the Whigs in the North beceuse it was generally
known that he belonged to the fastion that opposed President
Jackson and his policles.

However, the anti-Jackson fasction did not become a
unified group in Tennessee until 1834. In that year the re-
volt against Jaokson was organigzed in Tennessee by John Bell
around the candidacy of Hugh Lawson White for the Democratic
nomination for President against Martin Van Buren, whom Jaok-
son was grooming for his successor. White was nomlnated by
the Tennessee Legislature in 1835, and he remained in the run-
ning even after Van Buren was nominated by the Demosratic

Netlonal Convention.56

According to Gresham, Bell broke with
the Democrats in 1834 when he defeated Polk for Speaker of
the House. But in his speech at Vauxhall Gardens in Nashville
on May 23, 1835, Bell stated that for the most part he agreed
with the principles of the Democrats; he had supported and
respected President Jacksonj; he had no ambitions to be the
leader of a new party; but he did see in the policy of the

57

Administration a threaet to political independence. It was

56powell Moore, "The Political Baokground of the Revolt
against Jaokson in Tennessee," East Tennessee Historical So-
clety's Publications, No. 4 (January, 1932), 60; Joseph Howard
Parks, John Bell of Tennessee (Louisiana State University Press,

Baton Rouge [c 1960)), B84-88, 1l1l1-112.

57L. Paul Gresham, "The Public Career of Hugh Lawson
White," Tennessee Historical Quarterly, III (December 1944),
3113 J. H. Parks, op. cit., 100-101.
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the policy of the anti-Jackson group in lennessse to claim
that they were actually not Whigs but independent Democrats;
but they worked in harmony with the national Whig organization.

In general threse groups of people drifted into the
Whig Party in the South: Jackson's personal enemies; those
who opposed a party bullt around a personality that might be-
come the party's dictatorj; and the conservative business men

58 Jackson was indignant over the

who wanted sound money.
activities of the Whigs in Tennessee in the middle 1830's.
In a letter to Alfred Balch, he stated thet all the Tennessee
delegation, with Crockett as their tool, exocepting Polk, Grundy,
end Johnson, in a secret caucus had brought out White for Presi-
dent. In this letter and in others to Polk, Grundy, and An-
drew J. Hutchings, he repeatedly referred to the rival Whig
group as Bell, Crookett, & Co., and of thelr intemntions to
destroy the effects of his administration.59
In the following discussion of Crockett's visit to

Eastern cities, the writer 1s again, of necessity, relying on

5BN. L. Parks, loc. ocit., 246. The Whig Party took its
name from Englishmen and Americans of the eighteenth century who
opposed King George III. It was orgenized in New York and
Connestiocut in 1834. Harlow, op. cit., 387.

59Jaokson to Balch, February 16, 1835, Bassett, Corres-
ondence, V, 327; Jackson to Polk, May 12, 1835, ibid., 345-348;
gackaon to Grundy, October 5, 1835, ibid., 371; Jackson to
Hutcohings, October 31, 1835, ibid., 374; 14, to Id., ibid,,
June 30, 1838 ([sic], 554-865." J. H. Parks, op. eit., 108,
corrects the date in question to 1835,



93

his Autoblography. As 1n the ocase of his campaign for re-

election to Congress in 1831, writers about Croockett's tour
to the Eaat have relied on this book and to a great extent
have gquoted from it. Crockett visited Baltimore, Philadelphis,
New York, and Boston. At Baltimore he visited some historie
monuments., In speasking of the patriotism of herces, who had
fallen in defense of thias ocountry, he told the people that
their country was 1n danger again--not from the British, but,
as he saw 1t, from infidellty and dishonesty of the government
at Washington.ao

After leaving Baltimore, he went to Philadelphia. Here
he visited the Water-works, the Mint, the Asylum, and the Ex-
change., He told the people that he had not come to their ocilty
for politioal reesons, but on sight-seeing trips he sometimes
made unfavorable references to President Jackson, At the Ex-
change he spoke to more than five thousand people and that
evening attended the Walnut Street Theatre, which was showing
"Jim Crow." But he did not consider the city theatre as cap-
able of providing wholesome entertainment as the backwoods
sountry dance. Philosophigzing on the theatre, he hed this
comment 3

What a plty it 1s that these theatres are not so

contrived that everybody could go; but the fact is,

backwoodsman a8 I am, I have heard some things in
them that was a leetle (8sic] too tough for good women

80crockett, op. oit., 144.
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and modest men; and that's a great pity, because
there are thousands of scenes of real life that
might be exhibited, both for amusement and edifi-
cation, without offending.
Some citizens of Philadelphia presented him with a seal for
his watoeh chain whish bore an engraving of two horses in full
speed and over them the words "Go ahead." On the same occasion
the Young Whigs of Philadelphia presented him with a rifle
made to Crockett's order. After the presentation ceremonies
8 Colonel Pulaski took Crockett in his carriage to visit the
Navy Hospital and Navy Yard. The next morning a Colonel Ree-
side took him to see the rallroad, Schuylkill Bridge, and the
Gerard School. Since this was his last evening in the Quaker
city, Crockett was given & farewell pioniec party.61
From Philadelphia he went to New York. Upon his arri-
val, a delegation of Young Whigs took him to the American
Hotel. That evening he attended the Park Theatre and was more
impressed by Miss Fanny Kemble than he had been by the showing
of "Jim Crow" in Philadelphia. The next morning he visited

the Couriler, Enquirer, and Star newspaper offices, and at one

611b1d., 147-1563. Some years ago a great-great-grand-
daughter of Crockett in a letter to an editor stated that she
had in her possession an sutoblogrephy of Benjamin Franklin pub-
lished in 1825. The book belonged to Crockett and on the fly-
leaf he had written and signed his motto, as follows:

"I'11 leave this truth for others when I am dead.

First be sure you are right and then go shead."
Sketoh of David Crockett, prepared by The Haskin Service,
Washington, D. C. See also Crockett, op. cit., 142.
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o'clock made a speech at the Exchange. After spesking he
went to Peale's Museum and then to the City Hall to meet the
town mayor. That evening he dined with about one hundred
Young Whigs. Augustine S. Clayton of Georgle and Gulian C.
Verplanck were present. Clayton, at Crockett's invitation,
made & lengthy efter-dinner speesh. Croockett concluded with
a short speech in which he told hils hosts that his connection
with General Jackson could be compared to the following story
of "the Red Cow,"
e« s« +» that a8 long as General Jackson went
streit [sic], I followed himj; but when he begean
to go this way, and that way, and every way, I
wouldn't go after him: 1like the boy whosze master
ordered him to plough across the field to the red
cow, Well, he began to plough, and ahe began to
walk; and he ploughed all forenoon after her. So
when the master came, he swore at him for going
so orooked. "Why, sir," said the boy, "you told
me to plough to the red cow‘ and I kept after her,
but she always kept moving.
The next day he attended by invitation a flag raising at
Battery Park and that evening, rather than offend the manager,
he relucstantly attended the Bowery Theatre. The following day
he participated in a rifle-match at Jersey Clty before going
to Bos’con.62
In Boston Crockett vislted, among other things, the
Harding Art Gallery, Faneuil Hall, and Bunker Hill. As in

other cities, he was honor guest at e dinner given by the

620rockett, op. 8it., 154-163.
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Young Whigs. In his after-dinner speech, as was to be ex-
pected, he again attacked the Administration, However, his
visit to Boston changed his thinking about the people of New
England. He told the Whigs that he, like other Southerners,
had always considered the people of New Englend selfish and
cunning, but now he admired them for their independence of
spirit, liberality, ocourage, and 1ndustry.63 He declined an
invitation to visit Hervard at Cambridge, because he feared
they would make him a Doctor of Laws, a title which he said
he did not deserve, because he had not earned it. But he
visited the cotton mills at Lowell and was favorably impressed
by the management, by the happy and prosperous state of the
young girls employed in the mills, and by the beautiful cloth
manufastured in the Lowell factorios.64

Before his visit to Boston, Crockett had been only a
charescter of myth and fiction to the people of Massachusetts,
because of the way the press hed portrayed him in popular
stories. Now the Boston editors referred to those storles
a8 ridiculous, were inpressed with the genulne Crockett, and
changed the opinion of the populace about the Congresasman

65

visitor from Washington. Crockett returned to Washington

831v1d., 167-176.

641414,, 180, 183-185.

65, Grant Loomis, "Davy Crockett Visits Boston,"
The New England Quarterly, XX (March, 1947), 397, 399.
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by way of Providence, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore,
arriving by a prearranged schedule just after the House had
taken a vote on the appropriation bill and was setting the
day of adjournment.66

The second session of the Twenty-third Congress convened
December 1, 1834, and continued in session until March 3, 18:':5.6'7
The first resolution submitted by Crockett was another of his
repeated efforts to get federal aid for improving navigation
of the Obion, Forked Deer, and Hatehis Rivers. He had made
three unsuccessful attempts for this project in the previous
session. Again the House rejected Crockett's bid for internsl
improvement for his diatrlot.68

Falling in this, Crockett turned his attentlion agaln to
the Tennessee land bill, On January 2, 1835, as chalrman of
the select committee appointed to make the most equitable and
advantageous disposition of the land south and west of the
Congressional Reservation Line, he submitted House Report 120,
drewn up in three seoctions, as follows. Sectlion one provided
that the proceeds derived from the sale of these lands should

be placed in a permenent fund to be used for erecting common

schools. According to the second section sales were to be

66Crockott, op. cit., 187-189.

6700ngresslona1 Globe, 23 Cong., 2 sess., 1, 329.

68RG 233, On the reverse side of the resolution Crockett
made a notation that the bill was rejected.
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negotiated on a cash basis for a term of twelve months after
the opening of the lands for sale and at a price not less
than 12-1/2 cents per aore. Section three provided that all
persons who, on or before December 1, 1833, should have cleared
and enclosed one acre of land and built a house on 1t, should
have priority in the purchase of at least two hundred acres
of vacant land including his improvement. If two or more per-
sons were settled upon the same lend, it might be divided
equally between them, unless they agreed to terms mutually
satisfactory.69

Crockett then submlitted House Report 126, accompanying
the foregoing report. The faots of the seoond report were
based on & report made to the second session of the Twenty-
first Congress by the Commissioner of the General lLand Office
in Tennesses. Crockett's report stated that more than half
of approximstely seven million acres of land under question
had been aspproprieted by North Carolina military warrants;
that the remaining land was undesirable, but occupied by poor
people, who should have preemption rights, at a small price,
to the land they occupled; and that the committee was request-
ing a grant from the state, eguivalent to one section in each

township, for the use of common sohcola.vo
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In a letter written to John R. Ash a few days before
making these reports to the House, Crockett expressed optimism,
even assurance, concerning the passage of the land bill, which,

71 Crockett's

he sald, would bless many poor men with homes.
confidence seems to have been premeture. The Tennessee dele-
gation opposed him and the opposition had the effeoct of post-
poning the relinquishment of this territory until 1846. How-
ever, Crockett's case for the squatters was won in 4841, for
on February 18 of that year Congress passed an act whieh
authorized Tennessee to ast as agent for the Unlted States
in the disposition of her lands south and west of the Con-
gressional Reservation Line. The aoct stipulated that when
Tennessee had satisfled North Carolina claims, the squatters
should have the right of preemption to not more than two
hundred acres at 12-1/2 ocents an acre. The proceeds from the
sale of the remaining lands was to be pald to the United States
‘I’reasmf'y.,72
In a memorial to Congress in 1845 the Tennessee Legis-

lature asked the United States to relinquish the remaining

vacant lands in the Congressional Reservation for the support

Tly1111ams, Historic Madison, 426-427.

72Henry D. Whitney, The Land Laws of Tennessee (W. H.
Anderson & Co., Law Book Publishers, 1893), 283-285. Abernethy
is in error in stating that the relinquishment was mede in 1841,
Abernethy, Frontier to Plantation, 260.
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of public education. In anticipation of such relingquishment
the Tennessee Assembly on Januery 19, 1838, passed an act to
set aside $40,000 from the sale of these lands for the sup-
port of a college 1n the Western District. Accordingly, on
K@gust 7, 1846, Congress enacted a law which surrendered to
fennoasee the title to all land south and west of the Con-
gressional Heservation Line; and released to the State the
proceeds of the lands 8sold by Tennessee whlle acting as agent
of the United States under the act of 1841.'°

At the oclose of the previous session a committee had
been appointed to investigate sonditlons in the Post Office
Department. Thlis committee had submitted to this session
two reports of their findings. The House was considering a
resolution to print 25,000 extra ccopies of these reports.
Crockett stated that he had brought charges four years ago
againat this department, but they had been ignored. There-
fore, since he now believed that the committee's reports sub-
stantlated hlis charges, since he saw no reason for spending
money to make investigatlions and not follow up with a dis-
persion of the informatlion to the people, and since the news-
papers published reports in part only, as a member of the
Committee on the Accounts of the House, he moved to print

50,000 copies of the committee's reports. After a long

"Snitney, op. sit., 277, 298-303.
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discussion the House agreed by a vote of 101 to 93 to print
only 20,000 coples of the reporta."4

March 3 was only a few days off and Crockett, along
with other Congressmen, would soon be returning home. No doubt
the lennessee Hepresentative from the Western District was
eager to leave Vashlington. In a letter written to Willlam
Theodore Yeatmen, he compared being in Congress to being a
conviet in a penitentliary, and spoke of Presldent Jackson as

being & Cromwell, Caesar, or Bonaparto.75

Although unheppy
in Congress at times as the foregolng letter shows, he always
had a ready wit, which was often an occasion for mirth, such
as the following incident. Once, when he was in the company
of a Congressman from Massachusetts, a man drove some mules
down Pennsylvania Avenue., Whereupon, the Congressman from
Massachusetts said: "Hello, Crockett, here's a lot of your
constituents passing, Where are they going to?" Crockett
quidkly replied: "They are going to Massachusetts to teach
school."’S

As a member of the Twenty-third Congress, Crockett had

worked to secure the passage of the Tennesaee land bill and

74Congroaaional Globe, 23 Cong., 2 sess., 135, 244-246, 249.

T®%noxville News-Sentinel, April 5, 1965, Mrs. P. H.
Moore, Knoxville, great-granddaughter of Yeatman, has a copy
of the originsl letter, which 1s in the State Library at Nash-
ville, Ibid,

76w Instruction from the South," The Taylor-Trotwood
Magazine, XI (October, 1910), 268.
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to procure federsl aid for internsl improvement and sooial
progress for his constituency, but in vain. On the other
hand, he had opposed President Jackson's policlies, especially
that of withdrawing the government funds from the United States
Bank. By his tour to the cities of Baltimore, Philadelphis,
New York, and Boston he had unquestionably added to the politi-
cal excitement already set in motion by the Whigs in those
cities.

Although Crockett knew that he had made a political
blunder by his adverse coriticism of FPresident Jackson, he still
did not foresee that his political career might be endangered.
In 1835 he was a candidate for re-elestion to Congress. Adam
Huntsman, who, as previously stated, refused to run against
Crookett in 1829, was his opponent in this Congressional
rece. '

Of course Jackson and his friends were determined to
defeat Crockett. This was no easy task, because Crockett's
common sense, honesty, moral coursge, humor, and wit had made
him popular in his dist‘.r:l.c:t:.'78 Jackson wanted to defeat
Crockett because of the position he had taken in Congress in

regard to the President's policies toward the Indlens, in-

ternal improvement at nationeal expense, and the United States

" orockett, op. olt., 214.

7841111ams, Eistoric Madison, 80.
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Bank. Moreover, he hoped to defeat Crockett because of his
ocriticism of Mertin Van Buren for whom Jackson was seeking
the nomination for President in 1836. Crockett himself hed
aspirations, if meager, for the White House. Furthermore, he
considered that in the past his friends had been as serious
in considering him for President as had Van Buren's former
promoterl.vg Croockett asoused President Jackson of using his
franking privilege to send ocoples of the Washington Globe to
all the postmasters of the Western District for circulation.
Referring to this, Crockett made this terse comment: "This
is what I call smal)l potatoes and few of a hill."so

Near the close of the campaign, Crockett and Huntsmsan
had spoken together for what they agreed was the last time.
Each, returning home, remembered that a large srowd would be
gathered at Dresden, and decided to stop at this town. Croockett
reached Dresden first and was already speaking to the crowd
when Huntsman arrived. But Huntsman mede hls way through the
crowd and stood in front of Crockett. This irritated Crockett
and he exclaimed: "Adam Huntsman, I believe if I were to go

to hell, that you would follow me there."8!

ngavid Crockett, The Lifs of Martin Van Buren (Robert
Wright, Philadelphis, 1838), 4-5, 24-28., Claude G. Bowers,
The Party Battles of the Jackson Period (Houghton Mifflin Com-
pany, New York [e 1922]), 456-438, calls this book the most
unconventional campaign blography ever published in Amerieca.

80

Crockett, Autobiography, 220.

81w1111ams, Historic Madison, 80n. Crockett referred
to Huntsman as "0ld Blaock Hawk." Croockett, op. oit., 135,
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Crockett made a vigorous campasign, but on August 1ll,

1835, at his home in Weskley County he admitted that Huntsman

had won by & majority of 230 votos.82 Shortly after his de~-

feat, disappointed and depressed, he made this generalization

about his past and future:

My life has been one of danger, toll, and priva-

tion, but these difficulties I had to encounter at a
time when I considered it nothing more than right good
sport to surmount them; but now 1 start anew upon my
own hook, and God only grant that it may be strong
enough to support the weight that may be hung upon

it.

I have a new row to hoe, a long and rough one,

but come what will I'll go ahead.,

Spesking later at a meeting of his constituents, he said:

"I am done with polities, for the present. You may all go

to hell, and I'll go to Texas.

n83

Before leaving, Crockett wrote & posm, revised by a

more reputable poet, whom he called "Pe[g]leg" Longfellow.

In this poem, which 1s quoted below, he expressed his senti-

ments on leaving his home and femily for the strange land of

Texas,

Farewell to the mountains whose mazes to me

Were more beautiful far than Eden could be;

No fruit was forbidden, but Nature had spread

Her bountiful board, and her children were fed.

The hills were our garners--our herds wildly grew,

And Nature was shepherd and husbandmen too.

I felt like = monarch, yet thought like & man,

As I thank'd the Great Giver, and worshipp'd his plan.

82Ibid., 219. Crockett's district failed to return him

to Congress in 1835, but after his death at the Alamo, the same
district sent his son, John Wesley Crockett, to Congreas for
two terms. Williams, West Tennessee, 269-270.

83 rockett, op. cit., 222-224.
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The home I forsake where my offspring arose:

The greves I forsske where my children repose.

The home I redeem'd from the savage and wildj;

The home I have loved as a father his ohildj;

The corn that I planted, the fields that I slear'd,
The flooks that I ralsed, and the cabin I rear'ds
The wife of my bosom=-=-Farewell to ye alll

In the lsnd of the stranger I rise--or I fall.

Farewell to my country !--I fought for thee well,

When the savage rush'd forth like the demons from hell.

In peace or in war I have stood by thy side~--

My country, for thee I have lived--would have died!

But I sm cast offe--my career now is run,

And I wander abroad like the prodigal son--

Where the wild savage roves, and the broad prairies
apread,

The fallen--despised--will again go shead 184

841p14., 224-225.



CHAPTER V

TO TEXAS AND THE ALAMO

When Crookett turned weastward to Texas, soon after his
defeat for Congress in August, 1835, he was not only breaking
home ties, but was also giving up the once fervent but now
blighted hope of reaching the last rung on the political
ledder, that of President of the United States.

In such a state of mind i1t is not surprising that with
a heavy heart Crockett made his way through the forest to Mill's

1

Point where he boarded a river boat,” the Mediterranesn, which

carrlied him down the Mississippl on the firast lap of his jour-

2 At this time the Texans were engaged in a

ney to Texes.
revolution to redeem the political and economic rights being
denied them by Mexico's President, Sante Anna. Conditions for
the Americsnas in Texas had changed since the arrival of
Stephen F. Austin with the first group of American immigrants
in 1821 and that of Sam Houston in 1832. Texas had been added
to the adjoining state of Coshuila and & ban had been placed
on further immigration from the United States. In 1834 Santa

Anna abolished Mexico's constitution, which provided for a

1Crockott, Autobiography, 226-227. For references to
Crookett's presidential aapira%iona see 1bid., 83, 87, 239, and
supra, 103.

2Tay1°r, OPe. °1to’ 58.
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federal system of government like that of the United States,
and made himself autocrat of a centralized system. 1In 18356
Texas revolted in defense of the federal c:on.-;n:i.'cu’(::lon.;5

Others hesd preceded Crockett to Texaas. Some of the
immigrents were debtors fleeing from their creditors in the
States; others were bankrupt shopkeepers, who closed their
places of business and wrote on the doors, "G.T.T." (Gone to
Texas). According to Brady, Crockett hoped first to assist
the Texans in reclaiming their freedoms end preserving a
democratic government and then to make a fortune for himself
and his family in this new oountry.4

At Memphis Crockett spent some time as the guest of
some personal frionda5 et the City Hotel. The story is told
that the last evening Crockett spent in Memphis some of his
associates suggested a liquor party, which developed into a
very hilarious affalr. Crockett participated amply but did,
1t seems, temper the occasion in some degree with numerous

speeches designed to keep the revelry within moderation.6

SBassett, United States, 419-420; Hookett, op. oit.,
523-524; William C. Binkley, ed., Officisl Correspondence noe of
the Texan Revolution, 1835-1836, 2 vols. (D. Appleton-Century
Company, New York [o 1936]), 1, xxiii-xxiv.

4Cyrua Townsend Brady, "David Crockett,"” McClure's
Magazine, XVIII (January, 1902), 254.

5Edwin Hiockman, C. D. MoClean, M. B. Winchester, Robert
Lawrence, Gus Young, and others, James D. Davis, History of
Memphis (Hite, Crumpton & Kelly, 1873), 139.

6lbid., 140-146.
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When the Medlterranean reached Helena in Arksnsas,

Crockett was surrounded by benkers, soldiers, gamblers, and
speculators, who were interested in the future of Texas. On
board the boat they railsed $80,000 to help the Texans in their
campalgn for freedom. The subscription, entrusted to David
Crockett, James Bowle, Colonel Joseph M. Hawkins, Captain
Williem B. Travis, and Captaln James W. Fennin, was later put
in charge of John Slidell, Governor White, and S, S. Prentiss,
and used to free Texas from Mexico.v
Did Crockett, a soldier and ex~-Congressman, go to the
Alamo ascompanied by a gambler, a bee-hunter, a plrate, and an

Indian, each of whom he piocked up at various places along the

route, as hls Autoblography relates? Or did he go with a company

TCharles Fletcher Allen, Devid Crockett, Seout (J. B.
Lippinoott Company, Philadelphia [oc 1911]), 271-278, Feannin
is ldentified in Binkley, op. oit.,, I, 18. The paper bearing
the names of the subsocribers to the fund, which Ellis shows
was $90,000, and was also called the "Crockett Fund," read as
follows: '

We men, whose names are here set down, obligate our
willingness to pay the amount opposite to any person who
shall be vouched for by a majority of this committee~-~
Colonel David Crockett, James Bowie, Colonel Hawkins,
Ceptsain Fannin, and Captein Travers [Travis]=--this money
to be used for the purpose of alding our countrymen now
in the field, and to be further used in reeruiting five
companies of two hundred and fifty men each. And 1t is
understood and agreed upon that these men will immedi-
ately march south to Red River, and enter into Texas,
and there awalt orders to Joln such forces as may be
present to cooperate with the United States army, and
they are to serve under such offlcers as may be assigned
to thelr command. Ellis, op. cit., 202-203.
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of men, as rellable sources indiceate? In the following pages
the writer is presenting material pertaining to each account.
Encouraged with the financlal ald of a several thousand
dollars' subsoription donated by responsible citizens of

Helena, Crockett and others whom he met on the Mediterranean

on their way to ald the Texans, began thelr Jjourney across
Arkensas, They errived at Little Rook on the Arksnsas River

on November 12, 1835.% According to his Autoblography,

Croockett went lmmediately to Little Roek's principal tavern
where a large orowd was already assembled. True to form he
spoke to them on his perennial topic, the Jaskson Administra-~
tion and Martin Van Buren, the "Little Flying Dutochman." Be-
fore attending a publiec dinner that evening he participated
in e shooting match using "Betay," the rifle presented to
him at Philadelphia by the Whigs. In his after-dinner speech
he again attacked Jaokson and his aupportors.g He devoted a
portion of his speesh to advising ironiocally those aspiring
for success in polities. He told them how to be winning can-
didates and how to proeesd when in offlice for their own bene-
fits even if 1t required double-crossing the constituency.
Passages from this part of his speesh are gquoted below:

Attend all public meetings . . . get some friends
to move that you take the chair; if you fall in thils

8John Gould Fletcher, Arkansas (The University of North
Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 1347), 104.

9crockett, op. cit., 229-240.
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attempt, make a push to be appolinted secretary, the
proceedings of course will be published, and your
name is introduced to the public., But should you
fall in both undertaskings, get two or three acquain-
tances, over a bottle of whiskey, to pass some reso-
lutions, . . . publish them even if you pay the
printer--it will snswer the purpose of breaking the
ice which is the main point in these matters. In-
trigue until you are elected an officer of the
militia; this 1s the second step towards promotion,
+ o o do not be discouraged--Rome wasn't bullt in a
day .

If your smbitions or circumstances compel you to
serve your country, and esrn three dollars a day,
by becoming & member of the legisleture, you must
first publicly avow that the constitution of the
state 18 a shaokle upon free &nd liberal legisle-
tion; « « « @8 little use . . . 88 an old almenac.

e o o Vvieit your constituents far and wide.

Treat liberally, and drink freely, in order to rise
in their estimetion, though you fall in your own,
True, you may be called a drunken dog by some of
the c¢lean shirt and silk stocking gentry, but the
real rough necks will style you & jovial fellow,
their votes are certain, and frequently ocount
double, Do all you ean to appesr to asdvantage in
the eyes of the women., . . kiss and slabber their
children, wipe their noses, and pat them on the
head; . .

Promlse all that 18 asked, . . . and more if
you can think of anything. Offer to bulld a bridge
or a church, to divide a county, create a batsch of
new offices, make a turnpike, or anything they like.
Promises cost nothing, . . .

Get up on all occesions, . . . and meke long-
winded speeches, . . « « Rall against taxes, . .
wind up with a flourish about the heroces who fought
and bled for our liberties in the times that tried
men's souls.

If any charity be going forward, be at the top
of it provided it is to be advertised publiocly; .

« « «» When once elected, why a fig for the
dirty children, the promises, the bridges, the
churches, the texes, the offices, and the sub-
scriptions, for it 1s absolutely necessary to
forget all these before you can become a through-

going politielien, and a patriot of the f;rat wator.lo

101p14,, 240-242.



111
From Little Roek Crockett traveled horseback a dis-

tance of one hundred and twenty miles to Fulton on the Red
River. Friends at Little Rock had given him a horse for the
trip to Fulton and Crockett, accompanied by four or five friends,
rode away amid the blare of drum and fife. When they reached
the Washita (Ouachite) River about fifty miles beyond Little
Rock, Crockett's companions returned home. In crossing this
river, Crockett met a frontier missionery with whom he traveled
for some distance across Arkanses. Riding along together, he
and his missionary companion talked of religion as well as
politics. Crockett experienced & new falth, end pent-up preju-
dice and bltterness seemed to give place to a feeling of re-
morse and gratitude. Arriving at Fulton Crockett left his
horse to be returned to its owner, and then took a boat down

11

the Red River on his way to Natehitoches, Loulsiana. On

the boat, according to his Autoblography, Crockett met an in-

teresting, but dejeoted character, whom he called Thimblerig
beceuse he wes emusing his fellow passengers in a game of
gambling with thimbles, which had become Thimblerig's ocoupsa-
tion. Crockett was able to persuade Thimblerig to give up a
career of gambling and accompany him on the journey to Texas.
When they reached Natchitoches, they met a bee-hunter, whom

Crockett says he also persuaded to go with him to Toxao.lg

111p14,, 243 ot seq.
121p1d., 253 ot seq.
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After a short stay in Natochlitoches, they proocured

horses and set out for Nacogdoches in the present state of
Texas. At Nacogdoches Crockett's horse became lame and he
traded 1t for a wild mustang at a cheap price. Being in Texas
and getting closer to the sscene of battle revived Crockett's
fighting spirit. Before leaving a tavern at Nacogdoches he
made & brief address to a crowd gathered there and concluded
with this remark: "I will die, with my Betsey [sic] in my
arms. No, I willl not die=~I'll grin down the walls of the
Alamo, and the Americans will lick up the Mexicans like fine
salt."td

At San Augustine on January 9, 1836, Crockett wrote a
letter to his daughter, Margaret Flowers at Gibson City, Tennes-
8e6, 1in which he spoke with pride of the hospitality he had re-
ceived at Nacogdoches and elsewhere. He also mentioned that
he had taken the oath of alleglance to the government of Texas,
had enrolled as a volunteer from the United States, and ex-
pressed confidence of being elected & delegate to a conven-

tion that would declare the independence of Texas. He assured

158praguo, op. oit., 156-157. A resident of Nacogdoches,
when reading a paper at a meeting of the town's Coneilium Club
on May 18, 1899, mentioned a number of men who had added some~
thing to the town's history. In the 1list she lncluded David
Crockett, who, she stated, waes glven public recognition when
he stopped at Nacogdoches on his way to the Alamo. Emma B,
Shindler, "San Augustine," Texas Historiocal Association Quar-
terly, III (July, 1899), 42,
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his daughter that he was favorably impressed with Texas and
added: "I had rather be here in my present situation then
to be elected to & seat in Congress for 11fe," 14

Through prairies and ocanebrakes, Crockett's party pro-
ceeded in the direction of San Antonio, three hundred miles
away, When they reached Trinity River near the present town
of Crockett, they procured a night's lodging in the cabin of

15

& poor white woman., Here, according to Crookett's Auto-

bilography, he added two recruits to his group, a pirate and an

16 The next

Indian, who said they were on thelr way to Texas.
day they encountered a group of about fifty Comanches, who,
however, proved to be friendly. Their chief's offer to escort
Crockett over the San Antonlio trail to the Colorado River was
wisely accepted, snd rewarded with a Bowle knife as a gift from

Crockott.lv

1444)11ams, Historio Madison, 427-428. J. D. Pate of
Martin, Tennessee, has the origfnal letter. Ibid. See Appendix.
Crockett refused to teke the prouoribod oath of ailogianco to
the government of Texas until the word "prepublican” was added
after "future® in the phrase to "any future government of Texas."
Brady, loc. c6it., 268, In a letter to James W. Robinson, Lieut.
Governor of the Provisional Government of Texas, James Uaines
stated that Crockett made a speesch at San Augustine on January
8, and wes to be a delegate to the Conventlon on March 1l.
Gailnes to Robinson, January 9, 1836, Binkley, op. ¢it., I,
282-284. As history shows, Crockett did not go to the Conven-
tion, but was fighting at the Alamo at that time.

15
16
17

Allen, OP. eit. » 282,
CNOROtt, OE. Oit. » 290-2910
Allen, Op. cilt., 285-286,
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At Bastrop, Texas, Crockett stopped to have his gun
repalred by a gunsmith by the neme of John Berry, who had
gone to Texas in 1826 as a member of a group of colonists led
by Sterling C. Robertson. Barry welded a silver band across
& break in Crockett's gun.18

When Crockett was within twenty miles of San Antonio,
he saw & group of mounted Mexicaens approaching. When they de-
manded surrender, Crockett and hlis companions answered with
gunfire. Shots were exschanged, and the Mexicans broke ranks
in wild confusion, As Crockett, in pursult of the fleeling
Mexiocans, entered San Antonlo, he got a glimpse of the flag
of Texas flying above the Alamo.19

The foregoing discussion has related the account of
Crockett's tour to Texas, as given in his Autobliography.
There are disorepancies between this acscount and the events
which were recorded in contemporary newspapers and documen-
tary sources. In November, 1835, two Llttle Rock newspapers
reported that Colonel Crockett and a party of six or eight men,
ell completely armed and well-mounted, left Little Rock on a
date early 1n November en route to Toxau.go

And, according to Amelia Willliams, a historlien of Texas,

there 1s conclusive evidense, substantiated by reliable

18H. Bailey Carroll, "Texas Colleotion," Southwestern

Historical Quarterly, LIV (October, 1950), 229.

194316n, op. oit., 286.

203yetoh of David Crockett, prepared by The Haskin
Service, Washington, D. C.
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documents and military service records, that Crockett reached
Sen Antonio by way of Washington-on-the-Brazos with a company
of "Tennessee Mounted Volunteers" over whom he had nominal
command.21

Crockett entered San Antonio on February 8, 1836. Per-
haps all of the "Tennessee Mounted Volunteers" did not accom-
pany Crockett on thet day. However, 1t is certain, according
to Amelia Williams, that most of them jolned him in San Antonio
before the Mexicans arrived on February 23.22

Below is & list of men who were members of the "Tennessee
Mounted Volunteers." Military service records give evidence

that they either seccompanied Crockett to the Alamo or followed

in a short time.

Age State
David Crockett 50 Tennessee
Joseph G. Washington 28 Tennessee
Mica jah Autry 43 Tennessee
B. Archer M. Thomas 18 Tennesses
John Prudy Reynolds 27 Tenneasee
John ¥, Thomson 2% Tennessee
Williem MoDowell 40 Tennessee

21Amelia Williems, loc. cit., 165. Military service

records conteln seven documents, requisitioning the Provisional
Government of Texas for board for a ocompany of "Tennessee

Mounted Volunteers" while they were resting at Washington and
while they were on their way to Bexar. These documents, signed
by Crockett and others of his band, show that there were eighteen
or more men in the company, including Crockett and Captain
%illiam B, Harrison, and that they went by way of Gonzales to

Sen Antonio. Ibid., 165-167.

221b1d., 167.
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Age State
Joseph Bayless 28 Tennessee
William B, Harrison 26 Tennessee
William H. Smith 24 Tennessse
Robert Campbell 25 Tennessee
John Harris 23 Kentucky-Tennessee
Peter James Balley 24 Kentucky
Daniel William Cloud 21 Kentucky
William H. Furtleroy 22 Kentucky
Richard L. Stockton 18 Virginia 23
Williem Irvine Lewis 28 Pennsylvania

Whether Crockett arrived at the Alamo, accompanied by
four men of distinctive temperaments gathered casually along
the route, or supported by a group of mounted volunteers from
Tennessee, Kentuocky, Virginia, and Pennsylvania, it is certain
that his arrival was welcomed by Lieutenant-Colonel William B.
Travis, commander of the fort., Travis, assisted by Colonel
James Bowle, was endeavoring to hold the Alamo, once a Spanish
mission, with the 1nadequate force of less than two hundred

men, about one-fifth of the number needed.24

2"”Ibid. The foregoing list shows that a substantial

ma Jority were from Tennessee. They ranged in age from 18 to
50, Croockett being the senior member. Most of these men were
Erivatea, but Crockett and Washlngton held courtesy titles of
colonel." Records also show that the heirs of all except
Campbell and Furtleroy received land for their relatives!'
services at the Alamo. The heirs of Campbell and Furtleroy
did not epply for land. Ibid., 167, 168n. In a letter to
his wife written from Nascogdoohes on January 13, 1836, Mica jah
Autry added a postscript stating that Crockett had Jjust jolned
his company. Adele B. Looscan, "Micajah Autry, A Soldier of
the Alamo," Texas Historical Association Quarterly, XIV (April,
1911), 320. It 1s possible, of course, that included in this
group of volunteers were the three "characters” described by
Crockett in his Autoblography, and they may have secured the
services of an Indian guilde.

24

Brady, looc, cit., 257-258,
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When the Mexicans advanced across the Rio Grande,
General Sam Houston fell back for the purpose of concentrating
“"his forces for future attack. For this retreat Houston was
severely critiscized by Crockett, who was even bold enough to
ask for a more competent leader. In a letter to a friend at
Loulsville, he revealed his lack of confidence in Houston with
this remerk: "We want no more bell sheep to lead us "0
San Antonlio had fallen to the Mexicans on February 23,
after which Travis gave orders to his soldiers to retire to
the Alamo. Travis had been advised to withdraw his forces
from Bexar, Jjoin Houston, and meke s stand at Gonzales, but re-
fused to do so. General Martin Cos had been defeated at the
Alamo about three months previous. Travis did not think that
the Mexicans would return to the Alamo so soon after Cos!
defeat. He declared that he and hia men would dle at the
Alamo, if necessary, for the freedom of Texas. Amld great
oconfusion within the fort, the men were placing cannon for de-
fense and were esager to fight. One of the first things Travis
did was to send a messenger to Andrew Ponton at Gonzales ask-
ing for immediate ald. Ponton responded by sending 32 men to
2ld in the defense of the Alamo. Crockett, standing close by,

remarked to Travis: "And here am I, Colonel, assign me to

zsaiohard M. Titherington, "Dramatic Scenes in American
History," Munsey's Magazine, VIII (January, 1893), 38l.
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some place, and I and my Tennessee boys will defend it all
right." Accordingly, Travis essigned Crockett the tesk of
defending the picket wall on the south side of the fort. 1In
a letter to Sam Houston, Commander-in-Chief of the Army of
Texas, Travis stated that Crockett was seen at all points,
animating the men to sourage and duty.z6

Travis, unable to recruit any volunteers from San An-
tonio's twelve hundred settlers, was forced to depend on the
brave, but inadequate forece, within the fort. On the morning
of February 29 these heroic men found themselves engaged in a
desperate struggle to hold the fort against a cannon which the
Mexicans had set up at close range. Moreover, they did not
have the sassistance of Colonel James Bowie, for he had ocon-

27

tracted a fever. According to his Autoblography, Crockett

with his rifle "Betsy" piloked off five gunners attending the
cannon successively before breakfast that morning.ea
Probably the ma jority of the Tennessee volunteers were

not aware that after March 2 they were fighting for more than

26Amelia Williems, loec. cit., 1lln, 12-13, 20-21, 29n.

To cheer and encourage the soldiers, Crookett is said to have
played tunes on his fiddle when the fighting was not brisk dur-
ing the battle at the Alamo. Ibid., 108. According to Amelia
Williams, the flag of the Alamo was the Mexlsan tri-color with
the numerals 1824 in black figures on the white bar., This seems
plausible since this was the banner of the Federallist Party in
Mexico at the beginning of the Texan revolution. Ibid., 27n.

2714tnerington, loc. cit., 382.

280rockett, op. oit., 324-325.
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the Texans' political and economic rights, for on that day

29 Jravis had

Texas declared its independence from Mexico.
hoped to get help from Colonel Fannin at Goliad, but on Maroh

3 General Houston retreated beyond the Colorado River with
orders to Fannin to follow. Travis had failed to get reen-
forcements from San Antonio and from Feannin at Goliad. Know-
ing the nature and character of the Mexicans, he told his garri-
son they would be dealt with as rebels 1f they surrendered.

With this knowledge, the brave defenders rose to the occasion
when the fort was attacked on the north side on & Sunday morn-
ing, March 6, 18368.

As the Mexicans advanced on every side, thelir bands

played the Dequelo (deguello), the Mexican bugle call, to sig-

nify that no quarter was to be given., Foreing an entrance and
twice repelled, they resorted to scaling the walls by means

of ledders. They swarmed in overwhelming numbers into the
rooms of the mission-fort and a hand-to-~hand combat followod.so

When Colonel Travis was killed, the command fell to John J.
Baugh. After the death of Baugh, Crockett was the commander

29.inkley, op. cit., I, 465-467. On March 17, David G.
Burnet was elected President of an interim government. 1Ibid.,
5056, 507. R

3oTitherin ton, g, 01t., 382-384, The meaning in
English of "deguello" i1s destruotion or ruin. Emilio M.
Martinez Amador, Shorter Spanish Dictionary (D. C. Heath and
Company, Boston [¢ 1953)), 189. The correct form end signifi-
cance of this word is given in Amelie Willlams, loc. 0lt., 182-
183,
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of the Alamo, but for less than an hour, for in that short
time the remsaining defenders of the fort were killod.31

In the last moments of this battle, sccording to one
agcount, Generael Castrillon asked Crockett to surrender, with
promise of his life. Before Crockett replied to the offer,
Castrillon asked Santa Anna to give guarter to the few re-
maining survivors. But Santa Anna's answer was that they
must all be shot. At once the enraged Crockett, with knife
in hand, rushed toward Santa Anna, but in a few seconds he
and his comrades fell riddled with bullota.52

According to one Texas historian, Colonel William
Travis, Jemes Bowle, Davlid Crockett, and their brave compan-
ions from February 23 to March 8 had, in his opinion, per-
formed the most successful delaylng action in Americen mill-

33

tary history. By engaging Santa Anna's army for two weeks,

they made it possible for General Sam Houston to collect his

5l)melis Williams, loc. oit., 168. A statement pub-
lished in the Nashville Banner and signed by its editor,
George C, Childress, said that Travis committed suicide be-
cause he knew he was proscribed by the Mexican government.
Columbla Observer, April 24, 1836. Two Mexlcan messengers
also reported that Travis shot himself. Some of Travis'
closest friends believed these reports. Amelia Williams,
loo. cit., 4ln., In & letter smuggled from the fort Travis
wrote: "I am besieged . . . . I have sustained a continual
bombardment for 24 hours. « « « I shall never surrender nor
retreat." Mason Sutherland, "Carnival in San Antonio,"
National Geographiec Magagzine, XCII (December, 1947 ), 815.

32

Titherington, loc., cit., 385,

53J1m Dan Hill, The Texas Navy (University of Chicago
Press, Chicago, 1937), €7.
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forces on the San Jaeinto River, and later to lnspire his
soldiers with the battle ory, "Remember the Alamo,” to al-
most annihilste Sante Anna's army on April 21, 1836, and to
get Santa Anna's signature to a treaty recognizing the inde-

34 1n front of the Capitol at Austin, Texas,

pendence of Texas,
is a monument erected tc the defenders of the Alamo. On the
base the nemes of Crockett, Travis, and Bowle, among others,
are inscribed. On the east side is the inseription: "Ther-
mopylae had her messenger of defeat, the Alemo had nono."55
Not long after the fall of the Alamo George C. Childress,
at that time editor of the Nashville Banner, was in Washington
with Robert Hamilton from Texas to negotiate with the United
States in regard to reecognizing the independence of Texas.
At thet time the widow of Lieutenant Dickinson, who also lost
his life at the Alamo, and a Negro servant of Colonel Travis
were in Washington. The three survivors of the fort, Mrs,
Diockinson, her small deughter, and the servant, for whom Santa
Anna seems to have hsd a measure of sympathy and concern, had
been sent safely to the vicinity of Washington. In Mr, Chil-

dress' presence the Negro servant, described as intelligent

and reliable, gave some information about the final battle at

3441rth, op. oit., 313-314; Harlow, op. clt., 428-429.

3%poster, loc. cit., 177.
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the Alamo. The Negro stated that Colonel James Bowle was
murdered in bed and that David Crockett fought desperately to
the end.as

That Crockett dled at the Alamo on Maroch 6, 1836, is
certain, But there are conflicting accounts concerning the
menner in which he met death at the hands of the Mexlcans,

One version, found in various sources, says that after the de-
fenders had exhausted thelr supply of smmunition, they re-
slsted with clubbed muskets until all but six, including
Crockett, were killed. These survivors, having surrendered,
were put to death immediately by Santa Anna's ordor.sv

A seocond version, given by McCaleb, states that Crockett's
body, with that of Bowle, Travis, James B. Bonham, and the
other heroes who had given their lives for the Texan csause,
was found within the walls of the Alamo. But, according to
the seme historian, Ramon Martinez Caro, secretary to Santa
Anna, declared that five Texans surrendered and were summsarily

shot.ae

%6Columbia Observer, April 24, 1836. A. N. Lawson,
Knoxville, has a copy of this newspaper.

37Micheel V. 0'Shea, ed., The World Encyclopedia, 18
vols. (The Quarrie Corporation, Chicago (o 151%]7, 1, 165.
Crookett's rifle "Betay" is in custody of Mrs. J. W. Crockett

of Little Rook and is kept in the vault of the state treasurer's
offlce. The Haskin Service, Washington, D. C.

58yalter F. MoCaleb, The Conguest of the Weat (Prentice-
Hall, Inc., New York [c 1947]), 107-108.
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A third version, and one given in part by the Negro
servant of Travis, supports a final hand-to-hand combat which
lasted until only six men, including Crockett, remained. They
surrendered to General Castrillon under promise of protection.
But Santa Anna ordered that they be shot, and Crockett fell

39

riddled with bullets. Hemlin Garland in the preface to the

Autoblography gives a similer version. He states that Crockett

and five companions were captured by General Castrillon. This
Mexiocen general, admiring their bravery, took them before Santa
Anna, who he hoped would be mereiful to them. But Senta Anna
had no mercy for the six survivors. Whereupon the Mexican
offlcers plunged their swords into the bodies of the captured
men. Crockett sprang like a tiger at Sante Anna but fell

with a dozen swords piercing his heart before he could reach

40 Because of these confllicting accounts, it 1is

his captor.
difficult to arrive at a definite conclusion as to the manner
in which Crockett met deatﬁ at the Alamo.

Whether David Crockett went to Texas because of a
political defeat, or because of a patriotic urge to help the
Toxapa, his death at the Alamo was a climax to a remarkable

career. All historisns agree that he was an eccentric

59Columbia Observer, oited supra; Titherington, clted
supra; "David Crockett,” Enoyclopedia Americana, edited by
A. H. MoDannald, 30 vols. (American Corporation, Chicago,
1829-1950), VIII, 218,

40crookett, op. cit., 9-10.
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individual. A few berate him both as a legislator and as
&« soldier. But many, although they admit that his methods
were singular and awkward, do not doubt his sourage, honesty,

and integrity of purpose as a public servant.



CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY

David Crookett was & typlesl frontiersman, a soldler,
and a legislator whose life span of almost fifty years 1is
roughly contemporaneous with Tennessee's first fifty years of
statehood.

In boyhood he knew the meaning of poverty and hard work,
for his improvident father moved often, was usually in diffi-
cult financlal circumstances, and often in debt to his neigh-
bors. David was a dutiful son and exceptionally mature. When
he was twelve years old, he left home as an employee of a
drover to earn money for the family; and at the age of fifteen
he hired out at meager wages for one yeer to pay off two notes
owed by his father.

At the age of twenty he married and established a home.
But, like his fsther, he was of a roving nature and a poor
farmer. Therefore, he soon became dissatisfied with his fron-
tier home and surroundings, and moved his family father west
into the forests where game was plentiful, but Indians hostile.
Within five years after his first marriage in 1806, he had
moved his family twice--over the mountains and to a2 point about
two hundred miles farther westward across Tennessee., After
the Creek War and his second marriage, Crockett made two other

treks to the west--scross Middle Tennessee and to a point
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about 150 miles distant and less than forty miles from the
Mississippi River. But wherever Crockett stopped his cabin
was a center of hosplitality for strangers 1n the wilderness
country. He was a benevolent neighbor, often spending weeks
in the fall and winter months killing game for some unfortu-
nate piloneer family.

When the Creek War broke out in 1813, he showed his
patriotism by volunteering to fight far from home in a cam-
palgn to save, as Crockett thought, Tennessee's frontier settle-
ments from merciless attacks by the savage Indian. However,
his role in this wer was not a significant one. Historiens of
the confliot seldom mention Crockett and then only casually.
Although he was a private, he performed his duties as a scout
with valor and trustworthiness. Crockett participated in a
mutiny early in the war. According to a reliable historian,
and as one would suspect, General Jackson hendled the sltua-
tion with characteristie vigor and determination. Some hia-
torians conclude that Crockett's break with the General in
later years stemmed from experiences he had with Jackson during
the Creek War.

He went to the Tennessee Legislature in 1821 with little
formal education, with little knowledge of law, and with meager
egquipment as a solon. In successive sessions his colleagues,
at first curious about the eccentric manner and dress of "the

member from the Cane,” developed an admiration for this frontier
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representative. They noted that he oconsistently worked for
the welfare of the common man of his constituenoy and for the
progress of hia district as well. This 1a evidenced by his
vote in favor of the banks' paying specie, by his efforts to
procure preemption rights for squatters on lends belonging to
the state, and by his introduction of measures to provide
appropriations for building a road in his district and improve
ing the navigation of its rivers., They admired his moral cour-
age in voting for Colonel John Williams for United States Sena-
tor against General Andrew Jackson in the Assembly in 1823,
although 1t was certainly neither popular nor politically
expedient at this time, but honest and right, as Crockett sew
it.

In the period between 1825-1835, Crookett served three
terms in Congress and was defeated in three Congressionsl races.
During Crockett's public career in Washington, Andrew Jackson
was an outstanding politiecal figure, whose general popularity
as a statesmen stemmed not only from military achlievements
but also from personal traits of charsater that captivated
the people. Crockett was popular with his constituents, not
because of military scocomplishments, for in this respect his
record was only average. But to the common people, most of
them poor and uneducated like himself, he was a hero and a
favorite because of his humorous anecdotes, his candid state-
ments about political affairs, and his promises of good govern-

ment.,
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In Congress he wae an individualist, unconventional
in demesanor and speech, but not to the point of being uncouth.
His political integrity as a natlonal solon 1s revealed by
his independent spirit in thinking and voting, even when it
meant the Jjeopardizing of hls political career and ambitions.

He showed concern for the progress of his district and
the welfare of its citizens by repeated attempts to get federal
aid for establishing mall routes and public roads and by his
efforts to protest the rights of squatters living on publie
lands. He also showed an interest in the advancement of
Tennessee in general and of the nation as a whole in his sup-
port of resolutions to improve the navigation of the Ohlo and
Mississippi Rivers snd to bulld a national road from Buffalo
to Washington and extending through East Tennessee to New
Orlesns.

His political career is notable chiefly because of his
early opposition to Andrew Jackson. He wes one of the first
Tennesses leaders to break definitely with the popular Tennes-~
see President, at a time when 1t was politically unwise to do
so, In Congress, he opposed the Jackson Administration's
policles regarding Indians, internal improvements, and the
United States Bank, end also Jaskson's personal choice of
Martin Van Buren as hils presidential successor. Thus, he be-
came a lesder in the revolt against Jackson in Tennessee and

was one of the organizers of the faction which later became
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identiflied with the Whig Party. His tour to the North and
East undoubtedly added to Crockett's prominence as a national
figure but it also tended to add strength to the political
feeling already in evidence against the Administration. Ac-
cordingly, the pro-Jackson foroes determined to defeat Crockett.
In the elesctlon of 1835 this was soccomplished but by a smell
margin which indicated that hls popularity in the Western
Distriet had not been appreciably reduced.

Chagrined by his reoent defeat, he despaired of further
political attairments. Leaving hls family and homeland,
Crockett started westward to Texas where he hoped to assist
his heroic countrymen in their struggle for freedom. Arriving
in Texas in time to assist Colonel Travis in defense of the
Alamo, he proved himself a brave defender of the fort. Travis
revealed this in a letter to Houston. Whether Crockett sur-
rendered to be summarily executed or whether he died in a
final hand-to-hand combat, his death at the Alamo has per-

petuated his memory.
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APPENDIX A

Crockett's Speech in Congress, 1828, Conoorn1n§ an
Appropriation for the Widow of an Ex-Soldier

Mr. Speaker: I have as much respect for the memory of
the deceased, and as much aympathy for the sufferings of the
living, 1f suffering there be, as any man in this Housej but
we must not permit our respect for the dead or our sympathy for
a part of the living to lead us into an injustice to the balance
of the living. I willl not go into an argument to prove that
Congress now has power to approprlate this money as an act of
charity. Every member upon this floor know 1lt. We have the
right, es individuals, to give away as much of our own money
as we please in charity; but as members of Congress we have no
right so to eppropriate a dollar of the publiec money. Some
eloguent appeals have been made to us upon the ground that it
ia a debt due the deceased.

Mr. Speaker: The deceased lived long after the close
of the war; he was in office to the day of his death, and I have
never heard thst the Government was in arreers to him, This
Government can owe no debts but for services rendered, and at
a stipuleted price. If it 1s s debt, we owe more than we can
ever hopse to pay, for we owe the widow of every soldier who
fought in the war of 1812 preocisely the same smount. There 1is
& woman in my neighborhood, the widow of as gallant a man as
ever shouldered a musket. He fell in battle. She is as good
in every respect as this lady, and is as poor. She is earning
her dally bread by her daily labor, and if I were to introduce
a bill to appropriate five or ten thousand dollars for her bene-
fit, I should be laughed atv, and my bill would not get five
votes in this house. There are thousends of widows in the country
Just such as the one I have spoken of; but we never hear of any
of these large debts to them.

Sir: Thie is no debt. The Government dld not owe it
to the deoceased when he was alive; 1t could not sontrasct it
after he died., I do not wish to be rude, but I must be plain.
Every man in this House knows it 18 not a debt. We cannot, with-
out the grossest sorruption, appropriate thlis money as the pay-
ment of a debt. We have not the semblanee of authority to appro-
priste it as a charity.

lMarion Michael Null, The Forgotten Pioneer: The Life of
Davy Crockett (Vantage Press, inc., New lork [c 1954]), 96-97.
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Mr. Speaker: I have seld we have the right to give as
much of our own as we please. 1 am the poorest man on this
floor. I cannot vote for this bill, but I will give one week!'s
pay to the object, end if every member of Congress will do the
same, 1t will emount to more than the blll asks.
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APPENDIX B

Adam Huntsman's Burlesque of Crockett's Break
with President Jaockson, 18311

GOING! GOING! GONE}

Strayed or stolen from the Jackson ranks a certaln
member of Congress from the Western District, named David
Crockett., Davy is upwards of six feet high, erect in his
position, end has a nose extraordinarily red after taking
some spirits. He possesses vast bodlly powers, great activity
end csan leap the Ohlo, wade the Mississippl and carry one
steam- and two flat-boats upon his back. . . .« He can whip
his weight in wlld-cats and panthers. Davy took the county
in the Western Distriot, enlisted in the Jackson renks and
performed prodigles of valor in divers engagements between
the Jacksonites and the Adams boys. . . . The last thet has
been heard of him he was riding towards Yankee-land upon a
broken-down pony whieh he called Occupant. Ococupant 1s a
noble little fellow; he has made some daring plunges and
would (i1f he had been well kept) perform several journies
to Congress; but this daring animel has been fed upon hopes
and promises until he is getting lean and gaunt for want of
more substantial food, for it seems he can get nothing out
of Uncle Sam's crib.

Y41111ams, West Tennesses, 267. Null, op. cit., 165-
169, gives an anonymous burlesque of David Crockett, which in-
cludes travesties of Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay, John Quinecy
Adams, Daniel Webster, and William Fitzgerald.
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APPENDIX C

Crookett's Resolution to Abolish West Point Academy’

RG 233,
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APPENDIX D

CONTESTED ELECTION
CROCKETT vs. FITZGERALD
TESTIMONY™

Sept. 27, 183l.

Depositions taken from George Rogers and Frederick Miller
in the presence of Crockett and Fitzgerald's sgent as to whether
they heard Col., Jarret say that any one who would vote for Col.
Crockett was not a friend of his country. Both said they did
heer him say it.

Jemes Freeman, one of the Judges of the election, testi-
fied that he thought that the votes were counted correctly.
Crockett asked him who kept the ballot box on the first night
after the election. Freeman sald Col. Jarret kept it, for he
[Freeman] thought he could trust him to keep it. Crockett
asked him 1f 1t could have been opened without breeking the
seal as by breaking & lock. Answer indicated that it was se-
curely fastened, but it might have been opened without breaking
the seal

Questions by Fitzgerald's agent:
l. Were the judges and oclerks sworn int Yes,

2. When the box was returned the next day by Jarrett did it
have the appearance of being opened? No.

3. Was the return made to Jackson of the result of the elec~
tion at Demmark in pursuance of the count made out of the
ballot box at that place? Yes.

4. Do you think the box could have been opened without some
evidence being on it of having been opened. It might have
been,

Questions by Crockett

1RG 233. A true copy.
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Did not Col. Jarret in receiving the ballot tell the per-
sons when voting for Crockett--say to them they were voting
agalnst Jaockson? Answer., Yes, sometimes in a jooculer way.

Did or did not Col. Jarret open the tickets when handed to
him before putting them in the box. Answer. Most of the
tickets were handed in open. I do not know that he opened
any without permission.

Who do you belleve the officers holding the election votead
for? All for Filtzgerald except Wm. Jackson.

Questions by Fitzgerald's agent:

Did you see any attempt by Jarret to improperly influence
any person to vote in the eleotlon. Answer. I did not or
any others of the offlicers holding the elesction--and further
this deposits sayeth not

Jas. Freeman
William Jackson then called and sworn de posetts [sic]
Questions by Crockett:

Were you a judge at the Congressional election at Denmark?
Yes (Wm. Jockson).

Did you frequently hear Col. Jarret say--when persons were
voting for me--tell them they were voting sgainst Genl.,
Jackson--I did.

Who kept the ballot box after the close of the box on the
firast evening of the elestion? Ans. Col. Jarret.

When the ballot box was delivered to Col. Jarret will you
state the situation of the box sand the situation when de-
livered next morning by him. Ans. The box was in the situ-
ation described by James Freeman and when returned having
the same appearance.

Do you belleve the box sould have been opened without being
discovered or breaking the seal. Ans. I think it could.

Did or did not Col. Jarret open most of the tickets handed
him? Ans. The greater part were handed open, but some he
opened but whether by consent or not I cannot tell.

Questions by Fitzgerald's sgent: to Wm. Jackson
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Did you see Jarret openly influence any person in that
election. I did not.

Were you present when the votes were counted out. I was.
I saw them when counted out and belleve them counted out
correoctlye.

Was the return made to Jackson in persuance [sic] of the
count from the ballot box. It was.

Question by Crocket|[t]
Did Jerret hand the tlockets to the Jjudges--or did he throw
them down--after c¢alling them out. Ans. He commonly dropt
them down but I saw them before he did so.

Question by Fitzgerald's agent.

Did Col. Jarret ever attempt to conceal the tickets? He
did not.

Who did you vote for in that electlon. Ans, Col. Crockett
further this depossith [sic] sayeth not
William Jackson

Further taking of depositions postponed until tomorrow--

Tuesday 12 October--Present the agent of Mr. Fitzgerald--John
T. Bryan being called and after being sworn deposeth (sic] and
sayeth=-

1.

2.

Se

Question by Fitzgerald's agent

Were you one of the clerks of the election held at this
place on the first Thurs. and Friday in August lest? I was,

In whose possession was the ballot box placed for safe keep~-
ing at the close of the election of the first day. Ans,

In the hands of Col. Jarret. The Col. placed the box on the
table and asked who was to keep it. I replied it was the
duty of the Judges. Mr. Freemen, one of the judges, sald

it was inoconvenient for the Judges to take 1t as they lived
out of town and that they place confidence in Col. Jarret

to keep it.

Will you state the situation of the box when 1t was delivered
to Col. Jarret and the situation when it was returned in the
morning the next day. It was a cigar box. Lid festened on
with wire hinges, closed with wire twisted together. Hole
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in the box that admitted the tlickets was sealed. Returned
in the same situation the next morning.

Did you observe the box at the time 1t was delivered to

Col. Jarret or during that day and if so do you belleve

it hsd been opened? I observed it during the first snd

second day and I saw no difference in the situation of

Eﬁe wirga--but it might have been opened without breaking
6 868l,

Do you see any influence by the offlcers holding the eleo-
tion. I did not--and further this depossith [sic] sayeth
not.

John T. Bryan
Col. David Jarret called and duly sworn in.
Question by Fitzgerald's agent

Were you before and at the last Aug. eleotion Deputy Shff
of this county. I was.

As such deputy--did you hold the precinct election in the
town of Denmark in August last by authority from the
high-- I did.

At the close of the election of the first day of election
who hed charge of the ballot box--and 1f you had for what
reason. Ans. I hed by request of the Judges.

When the ballot box was received by you in the evening and
returned the next day what was the situation of it? Ans,
The box was sealed and fastened up when I received it and
returned in the same situation without alteration of itself
or contents,

Do you know or belleve the ballot box was interfered with
or altered or opened by yourself or anybody else. 1 do
not. I locked it up in my secretary myself and it re-
mained there till I took it out myself next morning.

Did you not 6all the votes when counting from the ballot
box the second day in the evening., I did.

Did you call the name from each ticket as the same written
on it. Ans. I think I did.
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8. Did you make the return to Jackson in persuance [sic] to
that. I did--the return made out by the clerks--and 1 be-
lieve it was the same that 1 called.

Further this depossith [sic] sayeth not--
David Jarret

The foregoing depositions of Jemes Freemsn, Willliem
Jackson, John T. Bryan, and David Jarret were taken by me at
the time and for the purpose and in the presense of the parties
in the caption mentioned reduced to writing by me in the presence
of the deponants [sic] and by them signed in my presence, the
said David Crockett o objJeoting to the taking of the deposition
of David Jarret--in testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
socribed my neme the 27--Sept. 183l1.

A. Deberry, J. P,
Justice of the FPeace in
Madison County
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APPENDIX E

Letter from Crockett to Hack1

Weshington City, 9th June 1834
Dear Sir

Your favour of the 28th may was recd by this mornings
mall and I wlll haesten to anawer its contents--

In the first plece I will give you my reason for voting
against the Bank Committee being raised I give the vote and
have never regreted it 1in the first place if you will examin
the proceedings you will See that a large mejority had voted
the Bank to death that 1t never was to be rechartered this
was desided well the Fresident had drawn all the governmint
money out of 1t now I would like to know what right Congress
had to Sind a Committes to examin 1t in faet It looked to me
Just like taking a men up snd hanging him and the Sumining a
Jury to try whether he was gllty or not So with the Bank they
thought they had killed it end they Concluded that if Sent
thelr Committee 1t would raeise an exltemint in the Country and
prop up Jacksons Sinking popularity Who was this Committee
that was Sent on to investigate the Bank You know in our
Country whin a Jjuror once Sets and gives his opinion on e
Case he is never more a Competent Juror in the Same Case

There is Franole Thomes from Maryland that wes one of
the Clamourous members of the Bank Commlittee at the last Con-
gress and Sald all he Could against it and he is now made
Cheirmaen of thelr fameouz Committee of which I have Sent you
one of their reports and you will See our partiasl Speaker made
five Jackson men & two entiJackson men Serve on the Committes
you will get Both the reports and you can Judge for your Self

As for retrenchment I have always went for that I voted
for 1t in the Committee of the whole but when the final vote
was taken I was not there I had been for 3ome time labouring
under a Compleint with & pein in my breast and I Concluded to
teke a travel a couple of weeks for my health--1 knew they

lnsome Ploneer Letters,” Americen Historical Magegine,
II (April, 1897), 179-180,
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would do nothing more than to pass the sppropriation Bill
that was all the vote I regretted not being there at But
if you will examin you will See the whole delegation voted
against 1t however I have not examined their votes on the
ays and nays but they all voted against me on Committee

We will eadjourn if the Senate agree to our Resolution
on the 30 of June So I fear I will have a Bad Chence to get
up my land Bill I have Been trying for some time &nd if I
Could get it up I have no doubt of its passage [illegible] know
of no opposition to it [illegible] whole delegation will go
for it [i1llegible] are to Close this Congress and [illegible]
more then to establish An [illegible] Jeokson the governmint
of [i1llegible] Great not--he now holds (illegible] Sword &
purs and Claims i+ Billegible] Constitution a powar never
[11legible] of by any other presedent

I must close in hast and rimain your friend & obt
Servt David Crookett

¥Wm Haok ESQ.
Denmark
Madison City
Tennessee.



155
APPENDIX F

Letter from Crockett to His Daughter’

Saint Agusteen, Texas.

9th January, 1836.

Mr, Wiley Flowers,
Croockett P, 0.,
Gibson County, Tennessee.

My Dear Sone and daughter:

This 18 the first I have had an opertunity to write
you with convenience. I am now blessed with excellent hesalth
and am in high spirits, although I have had many difficulties
to encounter. I have got through safe and have been recel ved
by everyone with the open cerimony of friendship. I sm halled
with & hearty welcome to this country. A dinner and a party
of ladys have honored me with an invitation to partisepate
both at Kaching docher [Nscogdoches] and at this place. The
cannon was fired here on my arrival and 1 must say as to what
I have seen of Texas it is the garden spot of the world. The
best land and the best prospeots for health I ever saw, and I
do believe it is a fortune to any man to come here. There is
a world of country here to settle.

It's not required here to pay down for your Lesgue of
land. Every man 1s entitled to his head right of 400-428 acres.
They msy make the money to pay for 1t on the land. I expect
in ell probabllity to settle on the Border or Chactaw Bro-
of Red River that I have no doubt is the rlcheat eountry in
the world. Good land and plenty of timber and the best springs
and will [sic] mill streams, good renge, clear water and every
appearance of good health and game aplenty. It is the pass
where the buffalo passes from north to south and back twice
e year, and bees and honey plenty. I have & great hope of
getting the agency to settle that country and I would be glad
to see every friend I have settled thare. I would be a
fortune to them all. I have taken the oath of government
and heve enrolled my neme as & volunteer and will set out for

l§1111ems, Historic Msdlson, 427-428. J. D. Pate,
Martin, Tennessee, has the original letter.
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the Rio Grand[e] in a few days with the volunteers from

the United States. But all volunteers is entitled to @&

vote for a member of the convention or to be voted for, and
I have but little doudbt of being elected a member to form

a constitution for this province. I am rejoiced at my fate.
I had rather be in my present situation than to be elected
to a seat in Congress for life. I em in hopes of making a
fortune yet for myself and famlly, bad as my prospect has
been.,

I have not written to William but have requested John
to direct him what to do. I hope you will show him this
letter and also Brother John as it is not convenlent at this
time for me to write to them. I hope you will all do the
best you can and I will do the same. Do not be uneasy about
me, 1 am smong my friends. I will close with great respeots.
Your affectionate father. Farewell,

DAVID CROCKETT.

To Wily snd Margaret Flowers.
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