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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study was to examine and place in an 

appropriate context the role of the Society of Friends, more commonly 

called Quakers, in North Carolina during the era of the American 

Revolution. An examination of letters, journals, and the minutes of 

monthly, quarterly, and yearly meetings plus those of the Standing 

Committees yielded much material. An exhaustive search of secondary 

sources supplemented the initial findings. 

The early Friends came to North Carolina for economic as well as 

spiritual reasons. They settled in the northeastern part of Carolina 

and then migrated to other sections of the colony. Always a minority, 

the Quakers were important as farmers and government officials, as 

well as spiritual leaders. They met with little opposition in the 

early years of settlement, but as their power grew and the Anglican 

church claimed its neglected parishes, this friction led to many small 

disputes and two large rebellions. The promise of an aggressive and 

rapidly growing Society was thwarted during these early years. 

During the second period of Quaker history in North Carolina, 

that of the Anglo-French Wars, Friends experienced increasing difficulty 

with the provincial government over a variety of issues. Quakers 

became even more unpopular, mainly because of their opposition to the 

use of force. Before and during the American Revolution, Friends most 

often clashed with authorities in three main areas: {1) military 

service, ( 2 )  payment of monies for military operations, and (3) the 

swearing of oaths. These disagreements led to massive fines and 
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penalties which drained the Society of its livelihood. Some Friends 

were disowned for submitting to official pressure, but the majority 

remained true to their beliefs. The War of the Regulation proved to 

be the most severe test of the pre-revolutionary days for the Society. 

However, the American Revolution was clearly the greatest 

calamity in history to hit the North Carolina Quakers. As in the 

Anglo-French Wars, Friends were generally true to their beliefs; a few 

members deviated but were quickly disowned by their meetings. Greater 

suffering took place in the later war years when the fighting actually 

came to North Carolina. There were three battles fought near Quaker 

settlements--New Garden, Guilford Courthouse, and Lindley's Mill. 

During these campaigns, Friends endured rampaging armies that 

destroyed and pillaged their farms and homes. The Revolution pro­

foundly changed the Society in North Carolina. The War for Inde­

pendence, linked with slavery, spelled the end of a vigorous Society 

in the state. 

The aftermath of the war and the changes it brought were in many 

ways as difficult as the Revolution itself. The Society strengthened 

itself by pruning away its weaker members, and those who remained 

were more dedicated to the Quaker ideals. Quaker immigration stopped 

after the war, and Southern Friends in turn migrated westward to 

escape slavery. The Quakers who stayed in North Carolina turned from 

a life of public displays to one of quiet spiritual existence and 

community service. 

North Carolina Friends left a definite mark on their state, the 

South, and the nation, although some historians claim it was subtle 
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and difficult to trace. While some chastise the Quakers for their 

failures, their impact on peace movements and abolitionism is notable. 

Perhaps it can best be said that the influence of a powerful example 

is a sufficient legacy. 
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CHAPTER I 

QUAKERS COME TO CAROLINA 

When the general publ i c  thi nks of the Society of Fri ends i n  

early Ameri ca , i t  recal l s  natural ly Pennsyl vania and Wi l l i am Penn . 

There were , however , promi nent groups of Quakers i n  most of the other 

twel ve colonies . Foremost among the&e 110ther 11 Quakers were the Fri ends 

of North Carol i na .  Fri ends i n  North Carol i na were an important 

i nfl uence on the development of the area in col onial  and revol utionary 

times .  The extent of thei r i nfl uence was profound and has not received 

the credi t due such a peopl e .  Because o f  the s i ze o f  the denomi nation 

and the i nfl uence i t  exerted in the col onial  government, Fri ends l ived 

-• i n  what amounted to a 11Gol den Age " in  the province from 1 672 to 1 725 . 

As the col ony became more Angl ic ized , however, Quakers l ost out to the 

Church of Engl and and their  troubl es began ,  troubl es that were to 

worsen wi th the coming of the Ameri can Revol ution . The bri ght promise 

of a Quaker sanctuary in the South woul d  remai n forever unful fi l l ed .  

The idea that Quakeri sm provided a sanctuary agai nst corruption 

of the I nner Light was not an idea that ori g inated in America . George 

Fox i n  h i s  early wri tings noted: 

When al l my hopes i n  . • .  men were gone , so that I had 
nothing outwardly to hel p me , nor coul d I tel l what to do ; 
then 0 !  then I heard a voi ce whi ch sai d ,  11There i s  one , 
. . • Chri st Jesus , that can speak to thy cond i tion ; 11 • • •  

and when I heard i t  my heart di d l eap for joy • • •  [and] I 
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wa s come up to the state of Adam, whi ch  he was i n  before 
he fel l .  1 

2 

I t  was the promi se of a .. New Eden ,  .. an .. Pmerican Canaan .. a nd a 

fresh start from the d i stractions of corrupti ng c i v i l i zation whi ch drew 

the first Fri ends to the wi l derness that was the northern part of the 

colony cal l ed Caro l i na .  There i nd iv idual s cou l d  start a new l i fe ,  

worshi p as  they pl eased , and remai n  true to thei r bel iefs . The fi rst 

recorded Quaker i n  North Carol i na was Henry Phi l l i p s ,  who settl ed i n  

1 665 i n  the northeastern part of the col ony,  across the V irg in ia  l i ne 

on the banks of the Al bermarl e Sound . Phi l l i ps had fl ed New Engl and 

where he and hi s wi fe had been converted to Qua keri sm.  The harshness 

of New Englanders toward di ssenters l ed Phi l l i ps and hi s fami ly  to seek 

shel ter i n  the South. 2 Quakers i n  New Eng land suffered heavy fi nes , 

ear croppings and tongue bori ngs , and men and women were stri pped to 

the wai st and whi pped . Even the death pena l ty, imposed by l aw i n  1 658 , 

was used aga inst three men and a woman . 3 The earl i est Fri ends i n  

Carol i na immigrated not only  from New Engl and but a l so from Vi rg in ia ,  

to escape the stri ct l aws passed by the House of  Burgesses . Al though 

puni shments were not a s  severe as i n  New Engl and , Quakers were 

impri soned and fined i n  the Ol d Domi nion duri ng the 1 660 ' s . 4 

l George Fox , A Journal or Hi storical  Account of the Life , Etc . ,  
of George Fox (2 vol s . , Leeds , 1 836) , I ,  92 , 1 05-06 . 

2Wi l l iam Edmundson ,  11Journal of the Life of Wi l l iam Edmundson, " 
i n  Wi l l i am Evans and Thomas Evans ,  eds . , The Friends ' Li brar : Com­
ri s in  Journal s ,  Doctri nal Treati ses ,  Etc . 1 4  vol s . , Phi l adel phi a ,  

3 -50 , I I ,  

3Peter Brock , Pacif ism i n  the Uni ted States : From the Col onial  
Era to the First Wor ld  War (Princeton , N . J . , l 968) , 28-29.  

4Franci s C .  Anscombe , I Have Cal l ed You Friends : The Star of 
Quakeri sm i n  North Carol i na ( Boston , 1 959 , 59 . 
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I f  New Engl anders and Virg in ians di scouraged d issenters , the 

eight Lords Propri etors of Carol i na d id  just the opposi te .  The eight-­

Edward Hyde , George Monck , Wi l l iam Craven , John Berkel ey, Anthony 

Ashl ey-Cooper ,  S ir  John Col l eton ,  Si r George Carteret,  and Si r Wi l l i am 

Berkel ey--had been granted joi nt ownershi p of the area i n  1 663 by King 

Charl es I I .  They were g iven l and for mer itori ous servi ce in  return i ng 

the throne to the son of the executed Charl es I .  Al thoug h S ir  Wi l l iam 

Berkel ey as governor of Vi rgi nia had vi gorously opposed both Quakers 

and Pur i tans , he and the other absentee l andl ords now were much more 

concerned with profi t than rel ig ion in Carol i na .  They pl anned to 

operate a real estate offi ce , offeri ng to supply l and to meet the ever 

present demand of immi grants to Ameri ca . Not only  d id  they envis ion 

benefi ts through annual payments of qu i trents , but al so they hoped to 

real i ze handsome profits through the production of such scarce and 

desi rabl e resources as  sugar,  gi nger , indigo ,  cotton , wi nes and wha le  

o i l . s To encourage settl ers ,  the Propri etors offered l i beral terms 

concern i ng rel i g ion,  barri ng onl y Cathol ics and athei sts .  They further 

guaranteed a l l  settl ers "the rights of Engl i shmen . "  

Correctl y assumi ng that thei r col ony woul d be worthl ess i n  i ts 

backward state , the propri etors encouraged almost anythi ng that woul d  

increase the popu l ation and thereby i ncrease the amount of money i n  

their pockets . I n  the col ony ' s earl iest charter granted by Charl es I I ,  

the now famous Carol i na Charter of 1 663 , prov i sion was made for 

tol eration of d i ssenters , al thoug h i t  wa s always as sumed that the 
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Church of England woul d  be the Church i n  the Carol i na s .  The second 

charter. i ssued i n  1 665, was only a suppl ement to the ori g i na l .  but i t  

retai ned the generous rel igious terms previously esta bl i shed . These 

ideas were put to practical  use in 1 665 when the settl ers at cape Fear 

were g iven terms which revea l ed an unusual breadth of tol eration for 

that period . The terms read: 

No person . . .  shal l be any ways mol ested , pun i shed , di s­
qui eted. or cal l ed i n  question for any di fferences i n  
opi n ion o r  practice i n  matters of rel i g i ous concernment. 
but every person shal l have and enjoy hi s consc ience i n  
matters of rel ig ion throughout al l the prov i nce . 6 

To reinforce the rights of d issenters. John Locke , phi l osopher. 

phYsic ian , and confidant of Ashl ey-Cooper, ei ther wrote or col l aborated 

wi th the Propri etors i n  1669 i n  drawi ng up the Fundamental Consti tu­

tions of Carol i na .  Thi s strange document. whi ch combi ned feudal i sm 

and democracy, prov ided that any seven persons agreeing upon any 

rel igion shoul d  g ive some name to d i sti ngui sh i t  from others . The 

Fundamental Consti tutions al so provi ded that no person of one fai th 

shoul d  d i sturb or mol est the rel ig iou s assembl i es of others or persecute 

them for their  rel ig ious opi n ions or ways of worship . 7 Everythi ng 

poss ibl e was done by the Proprietors to i nv i te d i s senters to come to 

the northern part of the col ony of Carol i na. and Fri ends were not s low 

to take advantage of thi s open door. 

6 11Articl es of Agreement had and made betweene Edward Earl e of 
Cl arendon . . . .. i n  Wal ter Clark , Wi l l iam L. Saunders. and Stephen B .  
Weeks , eds . ,  Col onial  and State Records o f  North Caro l i na ( 25 vol s . , 
Ral eigh,  Gol dsboro , and Charlotte , N . C . , 1886-1 914). I ,  80-81 ; 
hereafter ci ted as  N .  C .  Recs . 

7 11The Fundamental Constitutions of Carol i na ,  Drawn up by John 
Locke , March 1 ,  1699.11 i bid . , I ,  1 87-207 . 
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Al though the earl iest Quakers i n  Carol i na brought their  rel i g ion 

with them, many Friends in the colony were converts from the Church of 

England .  Wi l l i am Edmundson , an a ide to the Soc i ety • s  founder , George 

Fox , was primari ly  responsibl e for thi s great wave of conversion .  He 

and Fox had sai l ed to Ameri ca from Engl and by way of Barbados and 

Jamai ca to spread the word . They reached the shores of Maryl and and 

then proceeded northward to New Engl and . From there , Edmundson and 

Fox travel ed to Vi rg i nia to proselyti ze . They then separated after a 

number of days , wi th Fox movi ng north aga i n  and Edmundson turning 

toward the south.  Edmundson crossed the Great Di smal Swamp from 

Vi rg in ia  i nto North Carol i na in  May of 1 672 . 8 Stephen B .  Weeks , the 

foremost h i storian of Southern Quakers , descri bed the founder of 

Quakeri sm i n  North Carol ina as 11 • • •  a man of rude el oquence , of 

earnest piety, and shrewd common-sense . He showed unusual sel f-denial 

and was chari tabl e to a faul t . 11 9 

Edmundson and two companions travel ed several days through the 

dangerous and treacherous wi l derness . After many gruel i ng mi l es ,  they 

arrived at the home of Henry Phi l l i ps ,  who had been the fi rst Quaker 

i n  the area , but the group di d not suspect and was overjoyed to 

find a fel l ow Fri end . I t  seemed a s  i f  Div i ne Providence had directed 

them to that very home . l O  As Edmundson recorded i n  hi s journal : 

8Anscombe , I Have Cal l ed You Fri ends , 57 . 

9stephen B .  Weeks , Southern Quakers and Sl aver 
Institutional H i story (Bal t1more ,  896 , 30. 

A Stud i n  

l OJ .  S .  Bowden , Hi story of the Society of Friends i n  America 
( 2  vol s . , London,  1 850-54), I ,  409-l O. 



"He [Phi l l i ps] and hi s wi fe had been convi nc1d of the Truth i n  New 

Eng land,  and came there to l i ve ,  who hav i ng not seen a Friend for 

seven years before ,  they wept for joy to see us u l l  There in  

Phi l l i ps • s  home , Edmundson preached the first sermon ever heard in  

North Carol ina to  a peopl e "who had l i ttl e or no  Rel ig ion ,  for they 
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came and sat down in  the Meeting smoki ng thei r p i pes . " They l i stened 

careful ly ,  however,  and i n  "a l i ttl e time the lord ' s  testimony arose 

i n  the authori ty of hi s power , and thei r hearts bei ng reached by i t ,  

several of  them were tendered ar.d received the testimony. u l 2  Bi bl es 

were a lmost non-exi stent i n  the col ony and few cou ld  read . The coming 

of Edmundson was thus a wel come rel ief and break i n  the monotony and 

drudgery of early col on ial l i fe . Hundreds came l ong di stances , often 

on foot , to hear the Gospel . There appears not to have been a 

rel i g i ous  sect i n  the col ony , and Quakeri sm cou ld  grow and prosper 

without i nterference from the Establ i shed Church . l 3 

Six months l ater, i n  October of 1672 ,  George Fox himsel f 

fol l owed up Edmundson ' s  vi sit to Carol i na wi th an eighteen-day stay of 

hi s own . When Fox arri ved i n  the Al bermarl e  country, he found a l i ttl e 

Quaker nucl eus there as  the resul t of Edmundson ' s  work . Fox took that 

nucl eus and nurtured i t  unti l i t  took fi rm root . Together he and 

Edmundson carefu l l y  l aid  the foundations for the i r  Society in North 

l l Edmundson , "Journal , "  1 11 .  Unl ess otherwi se i ndicated , al l 
spel l i ng has been l eft i n  i ts orig inal form wi thi n quotations i n  an 
effort to preserve the orig i nal fl avor and emphas i s  of the work . 

1 2I bi d .  

13Anscombe , I Have Cal l ed You Friends , 57 . 
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Caro l i na whi ch has survi ved to thi s day. l 4  Governor Henderson Wal ker,  

wri ti ng to the B i shop of  London i n  1 703 , commented that Fox ' s  i nfl u­

ence on North carol i na was great :  "George Fox . . • d id  i nfuse the 

Quaker pri nc i pl es i nto some smal l number of the peop l e ,  which did  and 

hath continued to grow ever since very numerous . " l 5  One mi ssionary 

for the Soc i ety for the Propagation of the Gospel i n  Foreign Parts 

wrote , "Some of the most ancient inhabitants after George Fox went 

over , d i d turn Quakers . " l 6  After Fox ' s  vi si t , Edmundson rev i s i ted 

Carol ina i n  1 676. Even though thi s journey and hi s others to the 

southern col onies were extremely di fficu l t  for hi m ,  he fel t  i t  was hi s 

duty to go . As he recorded in  h i s  journal , " I  wa s moved of the Lord 

to go to Caro l i na ,  and i t  was peri l ous travel i ng ,  for the I ndians 

were not yet subdued , but did mi schief and murdered severa1 . " 1 7  

Al though the settl ers were i n  the midst of I nd ian troubles ,  Edmundson 

found that  the seed he and Fox had planted had fal l en on ferti l e  

ground . He hel d "many precious meeti ngs"  al ong the Al berma rl e ,  

rev i s i ted ol d Fri ends who were converted on hi s former tri p ,  and saw 

"several turned to the Lord . " l 8  He concl uded that "Peopl e were 

tender and lov i ng ,  and there was no room for the pri ests , for Friends 

1 4Bowden , Hi story of Friends ,  I ,  41 2 .  

1 5"Henderson Wal ker to the Bi shop of London " { October 21 , 
1 703 ) ,  N .  C .  Recs . , I ,  572 .  

1 6"Mr .  Gordon to  the Secretary" {May 1 3 , 1 709) , N . C .  Recs . ,  
I ,  71 0 .  Hereafter the Soci ety for the Propagation o f  the Gospel i n  
Forei gn Parts wi l l  be c i ted a s  SPG . 

1 7Edmundson , "Journal , "  1 23 .  



were finely settl ed . • . I 1 eft thi ngs wel l among them . n l 9  By 1 680 

the Soc iety ' s  potential  for growth appeared unl imi ted , and Quaker 

bel i efs , such a s  paci fi sm,  were firmly establ i shed . 

8 

It  was i n  thi s type of envi ronment that the Society fl ouri shed 

in many parts of early Carol i na .  I ts contri butions were recoQn i zed 

and appreciated duri ng thi s time more than  at any other poi nt i n  

col onial  hi story. Al though the major Quaker settl ements were i n  the 

present-day counties of Perquimans and Pasquotank,  Friends al so 

settl ed i n  present Northampton and Chowan counties . The fi rst recorded 

regul ar monthly meeti ng was i n  1 680 at the home of Franc i s  Toms , a 

magi strate i n  Perquimans .  Al thoug h thi s was the first recorded 

meeti ng , accord i ng to the usual custom of Fri ends there were probably 

meeti ng s  11for the affa i rs of truth11 pri or to thi s date . 20 Toms hel d 

many important posi tions i n  the Soci ety and exerc i sed great i nfl uence 

i n  early Carol i na a s  a Prov i ncial  Counci l l or and magi strate . Hugh 

Smith ,  whom George Fox had v i s i ted on the Chowan River , al so hel d 

meetings a t  h i s  home i n  Perquimans . 21 

Accordi ng to the mi nutes of the Ea stern Quarterly Meeting of 

June 4, the fi rst North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng was organi zed in 1 698 

at  the home of Thomas White . The mi nutes read : 

I t  was unanimous agreed by fri ends • • • that on the l ast 
day of the 7th month i n  Every year to be the yearly 
meeti ng for thi s  Country at the house of Franc i s  Toms the 

1 9I bi d .  

20Rufus Jones,  et al . ,  Quakers i n  the Ameri can Col onies (New 
York,  1 962 ) ,  307 . 

21 Fox ,  Journal , I I ,  1 72 .  



El der ,  and the Second day of the week fol l owi ng to be set 
apart for bus i ness . 22 

9 

These early Friends thus took the torch from Fox and Edmundson to 

insure that Quakeri sm woul d  survive in North Carol ina . Other Friends 

who al so hel d meetings in their homes were Cal u b  Bundy of Pasquotank 

and Stephen Scott . 23 Al l of these Fri ends , as  were most of the early 

col on i sts ,  were probably farmers . Several  Qua kers , however, did hol d 

government offi ce . Early members of the Soc i ety i n  publ ic  posi tions 

were Dani el Akehurst,  a judge; Emanuel Lowe , representati ve of a 

Propri etor ; Thomas Symond , a judge ; and Franci s  Toms , who was a 

Provi ncia l  Counc i l l or and mag i strate . 24 Al l of these men represented a 

smal l but powerfu l minori ty i n  carol i na ,  which made the provi nce al l 

but a Quaker co lony . 25 

The popul ation of Carol i na was al ways meager,  and a si zabl e 

mi nori ty such as  the Friends was easily vis ibl e .  There are no exact 

popul ation figures for the early years of the col ony, but there are 

several estimates . Hugh T. Lefl er and Al bert Ray Newsome judge that 

the population of North Carol ina i n  1 675 was 4 , 000; by 1 701 i t  had 

grown to 5 , 000, and i t  stood at 7 , 000 by 1 707 . 26 Evarts B .  Greene and 

22North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng Minutes for 1 698 , Gui l ford 
Col l ege , Greensboro, N . C . , Quaker Col l ection . Al l Standing Committee , 
Monthly ,  Quarterly,  and Yearly Meeti ng Minutes ci ted are from the 
Quaker Col l ection.  

23Pasquotank Monthly Meeti ng Minutes for January 1 704 . 

24Anscombe , I Have Cal l ed You Friends , 1 49 .  

25Jones , Quakers i n  the American Colonies , 339 .  

26Wi l l i am T .  Lefl er and Al bert Ray Newsome , North Carol i na : The 
Hi story of a Southern State (Chapel Hil l , N . C . , 1 97 3) , 715 .  
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Vi rg in ia  D .  Harri ngton di sagree , however , and pl ace the total popu la­

tion of  North Carol i na at  only 1 ,400 i n  1 677 . 27 

James Adams , a mi ssi onary for the Society for the Propagation 

of the Gospel , wrote the Secretary of the Ang l i can Soci ety i n  1 708 

that "The Quakers though not the seventh part of the inha bi tants • 

have i n  a manner the sol e  management of the country i n  their  hands . 

. • . n28 Wri t ing previ ously in 1 704 , James Bl a i r ,  another Angl ican 

mi ssionary, had offered a di fferent opi nion: 

For the country may be d iv ided i nto four sorts of peopl e :  
fi rst the Quakers , who are the most powerful enemi es to 
Church government, but a peopl e very i gnorant of what they 
profess.  The second sort are a great many who have no 
rel i gion ,  but woul d be Quakers , if by that  they were not 
obl iged to l ead a more moral l i fe than they are wi l l ing 
to comply to . A thi rd sort are someth ing l i ke Presbyterians 

. • •  [and] A fourth sort, who are real ly  zeal ous for 
the interest of the Church . 29 

These two l etters can l oosely be i nterpreted to pl ace the number of 

Quakers in North Carol i na at the turn of the eighteenth century in a 

range from 1 , 000 to 1 , 750 by Lefl er and Newsome ' s  figures .  If  James 

Bl ai r ' s  "woul d  be Quakers" are i ncl uded , as  many as 3 , 500 cou l d have 

been in some way associated wi th the Society of Friends . By Greene 

and Harri ngton ' s  figures the number woul d be far l ess  numerical ly  

but i n  the same proportions . 

Thi s peri od i n  whi ch so many settl ers were connected with  the 

Soc iety, 1 672 to 1 725 , i s  general ly considered the "Gol den Age of 

27Evarts B .  Greene and Vi rg i nia  D .  Harri ngton , eds . , American 
Popu lation Before the Federal Census of 1 790 ( New York , 1 932) , 156. 

28"Mr .  James Adams to the Secretary" ( Sept . 1 8 ,  1 708 ) , N .  C .  
Recs. ,  I ,  686 . 

29"Mr .  Bl a i r ' s  Mi ssion to North Carol i na , "  i bi d . ,  I ,  601 -02 .  



Quakeri sm .. i n  North Caro l i na .  There was l i ttl e hos ti l i ty to Fri ends 

during thi s period and many Quakers hel d publ ic  office .  A Friend , 

John Archdal e ,  even served as  governor from 1 696 to 1 697 . Archdal e ,  

1 1  

� who bought a Proprietorship  from John Berkel ey, especial ly  protected 

the Fri ends i n  North Carol i na and perhaps d id more than any other man 

to usher i n  thi s  11 Gol den Age . .. Under Archda l e ,  the Fri ends at one 

time control l ed ha l f  of the seats in the Assembly .  Thi s was i n  

character, for Quaker partici pati on i n  publ i c  l i fe was a n  essential 

a spect of thei r concept of rel i gion . 30 From the beginning,  the Book 

of Di sci pl i ne of some yearly meeti ngs encouraged Friends to partic i -

-t- pate i n  publ i c  affa i r s .  They were to 11engage i n  some honorabl e 

occupation and secure a competency by the time they were sixty and 

then reti re and devote themsel ves ful ly  to publ ic  service. n31 

Archdal e sel ected a Quaker Counc i l , and s ince the l eading 

col oni sts were members of the Society, they i n  turn el ected a Quaker 

Assembly. In  addi tion , many justices and other publ i c  offic ia l s were 

a l so Fri ends . Furthenmore , Archda l e  was successful i n  getti ng the 

Assembly to pass an act exempting from service a l l Fri ends whom the 

governor shoul d dec ide were motivated i n  their  refusal to bear arms by 

genuine rel ig iou s  scruples . Prior to the passage of thi s act i n  1 696 , 

Quakers were technical ly  subject to impri sonment and f ines for such 

refusal s . 32 Under Archda l e • s  protection , Qua kers in America had at 

30Weeks ,  Southern �uakers and Slavery , 50. Stephen B .  Weeks 
first coi ned the term 11Go den Age11 for Quakeri sm i n  North Caro l i na 
from 1 672 to 1 725 , when the Counci l ,  Assembly, publ i c  offi ci al s ,  and 
general publ ic  were i n  sympathy wi th the Fri ends. 

31 Anscombe, I Have cal l ed You Friends , 1 48 .  

32Brock,  Pac if i sm i n  the Uni ted States ,  65 . 



l east one haven where they coul d escape persecution . Archda l e ' s  

importance to North Carol i na Qua keri sm cannot be overestimated . 

1 2  

James Adams , the SPG mi ssionary, recognized i t  when in  h i s  l etter to the 

Secretary of the Ang l ican Society he wrote: "The Quakers • • •  by the 

assi stance and contri vance of Archda l e ,  a Quaker and one of the l ords 

proprietors , have in a manner the sol e  management of the country i n  

their  hands ,  . • • •  n33 As a staunch Quaker, Archda l e  wanted to 

ful fi l l the dream of early members for a pl ace where the Soc i ety could  

grow and prosper i n  peace . 

Peace wa s of paramount importance to Quakers and has been so 

si nce the early years of the movement . Paci fi sm has been more cl early 

associ ated wi th the Soc iety of Friends than any other s i ngl e i dea . I t  

was th i s  idea of nonviol ence that drew most of the cri tici sm and 

hosti l i ty from the publ i c  in North Carol ina .  The Quaker att i tude 

toward mi l i tary serv ice impl i ed treason toward the state and for thi s 

reason the government l ooked at members of the Soc iety wi th suspi cion . 

In addi tion , the ir  d irect competition wi th the doctri ne of the Estab­

l i shed Church earned them the hatred of the Angl icans . 

To comprehend the paci fi st position of North Carol i na Friends , 

i t  i s  necessary to have a proper understanding of the ideas of the 

founder of the Society, George Fox .  I n  a decl aration to Charl es I I  i n  

1 660, Fox and five other Quakers stated their  posi tion i n  thi s  

respect c l ea rl y: 

We utterly deny al l outward wars and stri fe ,  and fighti ngs 
wi th outward weapons , for any end , or pretense whatever ; 

33 11James Adams to the Secretary" (Sept . 18 , 1708 ) ,  N .  C. Recs . ,  
I ,  686.  



thi s i s  our testimony to the worl d .  • • • The Spir it  of 
Chri st by which  we are gu i ded is not changeable ,  so a s  
once to command u s  from a thi ng o f  evi l , and aga i n  to 
move us i nto i t ;  and we certa i nl y  know and testify to the 
worl d ,  that the Spi ri t of Chri st ,  which  l eads us i nto a l l 
truth , wi l l  never move us to fig ht and war aga i nst  any 
man with  the outward weapons , nei ther for the k ingdom of 
Chri st ,  nor for the ki ngdoms of thi s worl d .  • • • There­
fore we cannot l earn war any more . 34 

1 3 

The actual peace testimony, however, began even before the 

Society was founded . In 1 650, two years before the Society of Friends 

was establ i shed,  Fox met a severe test which  was to i nfl uence the 

course of Quaker hi story.  When offered the posi tion of captain  of a 

company of sol diers to fight for Ol iver Cromwel l ' s Commonwealth ,  he 

bravel y refused . I n  hi s Journal Fox wrote , " I  tol d them , I knew 

from whence a l l wars arose , even from the l ust,  accord ing to James '  

doctrine ;  and that I l i ved i n  the vi rtue of that l i fe and power that 

took away the occasion of al l wars . "35 Rufus Jones , perhaps the most 

famous of al l modern Quaker hi storians , cal l s  thi s "the bi rth of the 

Quaker testimony for peace . "36 I t  was from thi s  fi rst protest agai nst 

war and " the powers of darkness" that Fox was thrown into a "dungeon 

amongst the rogues and felons " for almost a year. 37 Thu s devel oped 

the fi rst confl ict  between Friends and author ity;  i t  woul d  set the 

precedent for many simi l ar epi sodes to fol l ow. 

34Fox ,  Journa l , I ,  534-36 . 

35Ibid . ,  I ,  1 42 .  

36Rufus Jones , Fai th and Practi ce of the Quakers ( London , 
1 91 1 ) ,  1 06 .  

37Fox , Journal , I ,  142.  
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These epi sodes frequently  woul d  center on  an  ancient 

B i bl ical  axiom--"Render unto Caesar the thi ngs that are Caesar ' s  and 

unto God the thi ngs that are God ' s . " The d i fficul ty for Tar Heel 

Quakers often l ay i n  determi ni ng just what bel onged to God and what to 

the ci v i l  authori ties .  Fri ends i n  North Carol i na presented a sol i d  

conscientious  objecti on to any mi l i tary service,  which  woul d be passed 

from father to son for many success i ve generati ons . Thi s  wa s the 

proud trad i tion  which  John Archdal e as governor wi shed to preserve i n  

Carol i na .  Unfortunately for North Carol i na Quakers , however , Archdal e ' s  

return to Engl and coi ncided wi th a shift i n  pol i cy by the other 

proprietors to bri ng thei r col ony more i n  l ine wi th the phi l osophy 

of the Church of Engl and. In order to strengthen the Establ i shed 

Church,  several Vestry Acts were forced through  the General Assembly 

of the Carol i na s .  Pressure from Engl and and the l ack of a strong 

protector i n  the New Worl d eroded Quaker support and thi nned the ranks 

t of the Soc iety. The Vestry Acts of 1 701 and 1 703 provided that al l 

members of the Assembly must take an oath that they were members of 

the Church of Engl and . In add i tion ,  i t  requi red an oath of al l egi ance 

to Queen Anne, which  Quakers coul d not take i n  good conscience . Thus 

a l arge number of  Quakers el ected to the Assembly were denied the 

� ri g ht to serve i n  their  offices . 38 After Archdal e  and the passi ng of 

the Gol den Age ,  the Society ' s d irect pol i tical  i nfl uence in North 

Carol i na came to an end with the arrival of men and money from the SPG 

to quel l the ri s i ng Quaker tide . Quaker i nfl uence after the Gol den 

Age became more subtl e,  but d id  produce considerabl e i nfl uence upon 

38Anscombe,  I Have Cal l ed You Fri ends , 53 . 



colonial  North Carol ina .  After 1 700 the Angl i can Society viewed 

Quaker growth wi th i ncreasing alarm and fear . As the SPG and the 

government pl aced restrictions on membership in the Soci ety, the 

general publ ic  began to l ook wi th d i sfavor upon Quakers . 

1 5  

The Quaker fal l from power in North Carol i na was qui te di fferent 

from a s imi l ar occurrence that took pl ace in Pennsyl vania i n  1756 . 

There Quakers were more sol idly entrenched and much more sophisticated 

i n  the affa i rs of government.  The members of the Phi l adel phia Yearly 

Meeti ng were forced by their own convictions , and not necessari l y  by 

outside forces , to abdi cate their pol i tical  power i n  the col onia l 

government. It wa s the advent of a decl ared war agai nst the Delaware 

and Shawnee I ndians that made them l ay aside the rei ns of power for 

what they bel i eved woul d  be only a short period of time . Power was 

roughly torn from the hands of the North Carol ina Fri ends by 

compari son . 39 

By 1 709 Wi l l i am Gordon coul d  wri te to the Secretary of the 

Angl ican Soci ety that 11There are few or no di ssenters in thi s govern­

ment but Quakers , . . • •  1140 Gi l es Ra i nsford , another SPG mi ssionary ,  

feared for the su rvi val o f  the col ony unl ess Quaker i nfl uence coul d be 

ended . In  a l etter to the SPG, he reported 11that poor Col ony wi l l  

soon be overrun wi th Quakeri sm and i nfidel i ty,  i f  not timely prevented 

by your sending  over abl e and sober mi ssionaries as wel l a s  

39oani el J .  Boorsti n ,  The Americans: The Col onial  Experi ence 
( New York, 1 958 ) ,  61 . 

4011Mr . Wi l l iam Gordon to the Secretary11 (May 13 , 1709 ) , 
N .  C .  Recs . ,  I ,  708 .  
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Schoolmasters to res ide among them . "41 John Bl a i r ,  another Angl ican 

mi ssionary, feared Fri ends as  " powerful enemi es to church  government" 

and regarded them as a peopl e  "very ignorant of what they profess . "42 

Gordon s i ng l ed out the Quakers of Perqu imans as 11Very numerous , ex­

tremely ignorant , i nsufferably proud and ambi tiou s ,  and consequently 

ungovernabl e . n43 Qua kers were seen not only as  a threat to the Angl ican 

Church i n  North Carol i na ,  which  made them a threat to the Crown , but 

al so as  a heretical rel ig ious sect whi ch corrupted the true word of 

God . An early reputation for fanatic i sm and immoral i ty di d 

not strengthen the cause of the Soci ety ei ther . 

There would be many di fferences of opin ion among Quakers , 

Angl icans and the government i n  the years to fol l ow .  The fi rst such 

recorded col li sion between Friends and the authori ties occurred in the 

spri ng of 1 680. The Perquimans Monthly Meeti ng reported that thi s 

d i spute resul ted from i ts consci entious objection to war . 

There some sufferi ngs fel l upon friends whi ch we not 
fi nd i ng i n  the ol d Book , we thought good to insert here ; 
so that i t  may be for generations to come : I t  was thus ,  
the Government made Law that al l that woul d  not bear 
arms i n  the Musterfiel d ,  shou l d  be at the p leasure of 
the Court, fined, Accordingly, fri ends not beari ng arms 
i n  the fiel d ,  shou l d  be at the pl easure of the Court , 
fined them that had a good Estate , a great fi ne & the 
rest accordi ng to their  Estates and cast them into 
pri son : & when they were i n  pri son , they went and 

4l "Gi l es Rai nsford to SPG11 (Aug . 1 7 ,  1 706 ) ,  i bi d . ,  I I ,  245 . 

421 1Mr . B la i r ' s  Mi ssion to North Caro l i na ,  .. i bi d . , I ,  601 . 

43 11Wi l l iam Gordon to the Secretary .. (Mary 1 3 , 1 709) , i bid . , 
I ,  71 3-1 4 .  



l evied their fines upon their Estates . There were nine 
friends put in prison • • . .  44 

1 7  

In 1 680 such incidents were rare , but around the beginning of the 

eighteenth century they began to increase with al arming frequency. 

Quaker historian Stephen Weeks considered such treatment unusual ly  

harsh for North Carol ina during that period . He  attributed it  to 

resentment over pol itical rather than religious disagreements . Prior 

to this time , Quakers were the objects of unhappiness at the time of 

the so-ca l l ed Cul peper Rebel l ion of 1677 . During this crisis , 

Friends did their best to keep from becoming entangl ed on either side 

of a movement which invol ved bloodshed . Some Quakers did become 

individual l y  invol ved, however , and the entire Society was bl amed for 

the misdeeds of a few.45 Yet during the rebel l ion , the Society in 

North Carol ina showed that it was true to its convictions . 

The 11 rebel l ion11 was a confl ict whose causes were deeply rooted 

and can be traced to the beginnings of carol ina ' s  history. It arose 

from two somewhat related factors :  a factiona l fight between what 

might be cal l ed the proprietary and the antiproprietary parties , and 

the efforts of Engl and to enforce its Navigation Acts .  The proprietary 

government had never been very popular  in the col ony , or even 

�cceptabl e to many of the settl ers . The enforcement of the Navigation 

Acts,  which might excl ude some settl ers , incl uding Quakers,  from 

44Undated insertion in Perquimans  Monthly Meeting Minutes,  
Vol . I ,  1 680-1 762 , Quaker Col l ection , Guil ford Col l ege. The incident 
happened in 1 680 but was not recorded in that year ' s  minutes . I t  was 
recorded many years afterwards on a sl ip of paper and s lid into the 
bound vol ume of minutes . 

45Weeks , Southern Quakers and Slavery, 1 72-73 . 
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profi tabl e trade wi th New Engl and ,  merely fanned the flames .  Some 

settl ers were determi ned that the trade l aws shoul d not be enforced , 

resul t i ng i n  a factional strugg le  for control of the colony ' s  govern­

ment i n  1 677 . Armed rebel l ion �roke out when the antipropri etary 

rebel s surrounded the home of Governor Thomas Mi l l er ,  captured and 

impri soned him , sei zed the tobacco which he had col l ected for duties 

and took possession of the customs revenues and records . They then 

proceeded to arrest other officia l s of the col ony and to take control 

of the government . 

John Cul peper was the rebel who l ent hi s name to the revol t .  

He and another o f  the col ony ' s l eadi ng ci ti zens , George Durant,  were 

consi dered the l eaders of the rebel l ion . Durant was thought by many 

to be a Quaker, but h i s  name cannot be found in  any of the Society ' s 

record s ,  and he apparentl y wa s not a member of the sect . 46 Because 

of Durant ' s  al l eged connections wi th the Soci ety and the fact that 

forty ci t i zens of the heav i ly  Qua ker-populated Pasquotank preci nct  

provi ded arms for the takeover of  the governor ' s  house , many peopl e 

bl amed the Fri ends for the rebel l ion . 47 As a resul t of these mis-

understandi ngs , Friends sent a memori al to Engl and in  1679 procl a imi ng 

thei r i nnocence and ask ing for protection from Durant and the rebel s .  

I t  was si gned by twenty-one men "who are i n  scorne ca l l ed Quakers . .. 

They wi shed " . • . to Inform • • •  that [we] are a seperated peopl e 

and have stood s i ngl e from al l the sedi tious actions which  hath 

46Jul i a  s. Whi te, "Was George Durant a Quaker? "  Fri ends 
H i storical Associ ation Bul l etin , V ( 191 3 ) ,  8-1 4 .  

47Lefl er and Newsome , North Carol i na ,  49 . 



happened withi n  thi s county of Al bermarl e  As wi l l  appear by what was 

acted i n  the year of 1 677 . "48 ft'uch later , Governor Mi l l er escaped 

from impri sonment and carri ed hi s case to the Propri etors . Cul peper 

a l so went to Engl and to defend hi s act ions and was promptly thrown 

into pri son .  Wi sely the Proprietors chose a new governor , Seth 

Sothel , who was of nei ther faction , and he attempted to bri ng the 

ri val groups together . 

1 9  

The Cul peper Rebel l ion and i ts resul ts were to foreshadow the 

growing confl icts Fri ends woul d have wi th the authorit ies after 1 700. 

I t  forewarned of a change from the previously tol erant atti tude that 

had preva i l ed i n  the provi nce. Thi s  change resul ted partly from the 

efforts of the Angl i can establ i shment to ga i n  the upper hand . Both 

the crown and the majority of the Proprietors now supported these 

efforts , as zeal ous Angl ican Henderson Wal ker was appoi nted to fol l ow 

Sothel as  governor . To sol idi fy the Establ i shed Church i n  North 

+ Carol i na ,  Wal ker forced the Vestry Act of 1 701 throug h  the Assembly.  

I t  was the first church l aw i n  the provi nce and provided for the 

establ i shment of pari shes,  the organi zation of vestries ,  the erection 

of churches , and a pol l tax for support of cl ergymen . The Quakers 

were furious and protested the l aw on the grounds of both pri nc ipl e 

and the i ncreased taxes.  

Fri ends were rel ieved when the Proprietors rejected the 

legisl ation but for fi nancial  and not phi l osophica l  reasons .  The 

Quaker tri umph was short l i ved , however , for Wal ker d id  succeed i n  

pushi ng through a second Vestry Act i n  1 703 . I t  provided that a l l 

48nshaftesbury Papers , "  N .  C .  Recs . ,  I ,  250. 
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members of the Assembly must take an oath . Quakers were even denied 

the right to affirm instead of swear the oath, whi ch  they had done for 

many years . 49 Thi s hosti l i ty erupted i n  a second rebel l ion , brought 

about by the exceedi ngly hosti l e  atti tudes of the new governors , and 

matters came to a head when Thomas Cary assumed the governorship  of 

the col ony .  

In  1 707 , an anti proprietary party was formed to fight these 

changes . Thi s time , the Soc iety official ly  supported these efforts 

unti l  it became apparent that the movement • s  l eaders would  resort to 

viol ence . Al though Friends as  a group were not respons i bl e  for thi s 

bl oodshed , i t  was cal l ed by many 11 the Quaker War . "50 More often , 

however , the affa ir  was cal l ed 11Cary • s Rebel l ion " after Governor Cary . 

At fi rst the rebel s supported newl y instal l ed Governor Wi l l i am Gl over, 

but when he proved more i nflexi�l e than Cary, they i ronica l ly turned 

to Cary to oust Gl over . Thomas Cary has the unusual d i sti nction of 

having been i nvol ved on both sides of the rebel l i on whi ch bore hi s 

name . Cary was a son- in-law of John Archdal e  but was not himsel f a 

Quaker . However, Bmanuel Lowe , another son-i n- l aw connected with the 

revo l t ,  was a Friend . 

cary d id  recei ve hel p from i nd iv idual  Fri ends and thi s ,  coupl ed 

wi th hi s close a ssociati on wi th Archdal e ,  threw much suspicion on the 

Quakers .  The Soci ety as a whol e condemned the rebel l ion , but Wi l l iam 

Saunders , the chronic l er who edi ted the Col onia l  Records of North 

Caro l i na ,  bel i eved Fri ends were greatl y i nvol ved . He said :  

49Anscombe , I Have Cal l ed You Friends ,  258 . 

50I bi d . , 1 50.  
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There seems to be but l i ttl e doubt that the Quakers , how many, 
i t  i s  now impossi bl e to say, bore arms duri ng the Cary 
Rebel l ion . Thi s violation of the princ i pl es of the i r  fai th 
was doubtl ess due to the fact that they were not born Quakers , 
and were sti l l  under the dominati on of the natural  habit  of 
bel l i gerency. 51 

Acti ng Governor Colonel Al exander Spotswood of Virg i nia al so fel t that 

Friends were the ma i n  cul pri ts of the rebel l ion . He wrote the Earl of 

Rochester that Quakers i n  North carol ina 11often [have] taken up arms 

to ma i nta i n  themsel ves . u52 I t  was wi th the hel p of Spotswood that the 

rebel l ion wa s eventual ly put down . H i s  indictment seems powerful ,  but 

a cl oser exami na tion of primary sources reveal s  l i ttl e to support hi s 

accusations . The suppressed revol t marked the end of Quaker dominance 

of the government and hurt thei r prestige ,  but Friends general ly  re­

mai ned true to their  testimonies . A few members had become i nvol ved 

i n  Cary ' s Rebel l ion , but they were i n  the mi nori ty.  A commi ttee of 

the Soci ety was appoi nted i n  1 71 1  at the end of the i nsurrection , 

to i nqui re i nto the action of [Emanuel ] Lowe i n  sti rring up 
a parcel l of men in Arms , and goi ng to Paml i co ,  and from 
there to Chowan I n  a Barkenti ne wi th Men and Force of Arms 
contrary to our Holy  Princi pl es . 53 

Lowe was removed from the Yearly Meeti ng•s executive commi ttee , but 

presumably because he expressed su i tabl e regrets for hi s actions and 

promi sed to refrai n  from warl i ke behavi or in the future , he was not 

di sowned by the Soc i ety . Thus the Yearly Meeting as a body was 

a l ways very fi rm i n  i ts bel i efs concerni ng war ,  even i f  a few i nd i ­

vidual members were not . A mi nute of  1 71 1  emphasizes thi s poi nt :  

51N .  c. Recs . ,  I ,  xxix .  

52 11Governor Spotswood to Earl of Rochester .. (July 30,  1 71 1 ) ,  
N .  C .  Recs . ,  I ,  798 .  

53North Carol i na Yearly Meeting Minutes for 1 71 1 . 



Those Fri ends who have g iven away thei r Testimony of H i ri ng , 
Paying and Worki ng to make any fort or defence aga i nst  
enemies do g ive from under thei r hands to  the monthly meeti ng 
for the cl eari ng of the truth . 54 

Friends found in viol ation of this pol i cy were requi red to apol ogi ze 

i n  front of the meeti ng and perhaps stand for questioni ng or be d i s­

owned . I t  was ,  therefore , these two rebel l ions wi th their resu l ting 

confl i cts and the passage of the Vestry Acts which  broke the 

22 

� pol i t;ca l  power of the Fri ends i n  North Carol i na and badl y  prejud iced 

much of the popu l a tion agai nst them. Ri s ing host i l i ty from both 

government and the common peopl e forced Quakers to retreat i nto a 

period of "qui etism." 

When Quaker power and i nfl uence i n  the more populated area s of 

eastern North Caro l i na faded , Fri ends from both outside and i ns ide 

the col ony searched el sewhere for the utopian American canaan .  The 

same current of mi gration which  had brought fresh s treams of Quakers 

into ea stern North Carol i na now surged westward . Thi s search for 

another "Eden" l ed them to the Piedmont section of North Carol i na .  

I n  the l ast ha l f  of the col onia l  period , 1725 to 1 775 , there occurred 

a large and very i nfl uential migration to western North Carol i na .  

Al though Fri ends were not the only settl ers i n  thi s p i l grimage , they 

compri sed a l arge proportion of the total number . What i n i tia l l y  

i nduced Fri ends t o  settl e i n  the wi l d  and i nhospi tabl e piedmont, i n  

add it ion to spi ri tual reasons ,  was the ava i labi l i ty o f  the prized 

colonial  commodity,  l and ; and they were joi ned by others from 

Pennsyl van ia ,  Maryl and , Virgi nia , and New Jersey. El i jah Coffi n ,  one 

54 I bi d .  
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of the fi rst Quaker settl ers i n  the Piedmont,  di sti l l ed the reason he 

moved to one word ,  1 1Soi l !11 Land i n  the west was cheaper,  the cl imate 

more favorab le ,  and the growing season was l onger. Si nce most Quakers 

were farmers , these were powerful inducements to sett l e  western North 

Carol i na . 55 Thus Quakers came to the Piedmont for economic as wel l as 

spiritual reasons ,  al though many may have been fi l l ed wi th the spirit  

of  adventure that prompted others as  wel l  to  make thi s  move . They 

travel l ed al ong the 11Great Wagon Road 11 through the Great Val l ey from 

the northern col oni es .  Between 1 740 and 1 770, Friends came in  two 

major waves of mi gration from Pennsyl van ia by way of the other 

provi nces . A few wou ld  al so migrate from eastern North Carol i na i n  

the years 1 760 and 1 761 , and some came from Irel and ; but these woul d  

be overshadowed by the tremendous i nfl ux o f  immigrants from Nantucket 

I sl and off the coast of Massachusetts between the years 1 771 and 

1 775 . 56 These Quakers sett led primari ly  in the present-day counties 

of Gui l ford , Al amance,  Randol ph,  Chatham , and Surry.  

One of the fi rst of these western settl ements was at  Cane Creek 

i n  Orange County,  what i s  now Al amance, and i t  wa s there that the 

fi rst monthl y  meeti ng i n  western North Carol i na was hel d  and sti l l  

flouri shes as  one of the ol dest active meeti ngs i n  the state . 57 It was 

56Jone s ,  Quakers in the Ameri can Col onies ,  297 . 

57The story of these Fri ends who carved out a l i fe for them­
sel ves i n  the wi l derness of the Cane Creek Area i s  retol d every 
summer i n  the outdoor drama , 11The Sword of Peace , 11 at  Snow camp . 
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i n  1 751 that Friends at Cane Creek requested the Quarterly Meeting at 

Perquimans to grant them the status of monthly meeti ng .  The very fi rst 

matter to come before the newly establ i shed business meeting was the 

request from the Quakers of the New Garden settl ement , i n  wha t i s  now 

Gui l ford County ,  for permission to hol d a monthly meeting for worshi p 

a l so .  They c i ted extreme hardship i n  hav i ng to travel the thi rty-fi ve 

mi l es from New Garden to Cane Creek through backwoods wi l derness to 

attend meeti ng . Thi s was dul y  approved and both settl ements grew into 

strong centers of Quakeri sm in  the South. sa 

Most of the Friends who settl ed i n  the Cane Creek area were 

Pennsyl vanians , as  reveal ed by the large number of certificates of 

membershi p transferred to the area . A cons iderabl e number of Nantucket 

Fri ends settl ed i n  the New Garden area and establ i shed the subord i nate 

settl ements of Centre and Deep Ri ver . 59 Gradua l ly, New Garden became 

the center of Quaker i sm not only i n  North Carol ina but al so i n  the 

enti re South . From the New Garden center , numerous Quakers moved out 

to establ i sh settl ements in the adjacent counties and eventual ly  even 

i nto areas beyond the boundari es of North Carol i na .  Though now on ly a 

scattered mi nority,  the church government of the Soc iety drew the 

Quakers of the col ony i nto a close-kni t organi zation . Eventual ly,  

there were twenty-three monthly meeti ngs , each composed of representa­

tives  from several i nd ivi dual meeti ng houses , who sent del egations to 

two Quarterly Meeti ngs i n  the eastern and western parts of the 

58Anscombe , I Have Cal l ed You Friends , 79 . 

59seth Hinshaw and Mary Edi th Hinshaw, eds . , Carol i na Quakers: 
Our Heri tage of Hope Tercentenary, 1 672-1 972 ( GreensbOro , N . C . , 
1 972 ) , 21 . 



provi nce . A Yearl y  Meeti ng of North Carol ina Friends met and mai n­

ta ined contact wi th Yearly Meetings i n  Phi l adel phia  and London . 60 

In 1 665 , Henry Phi l l i ps could never have env i s ioned how 

v i gorous and strong hi s Society would  grow i n  North carol i na .  

25 

Al though the col ony did  not turn out to be the new paradi se of which  

he  had dreamed , nei ther was it  tyrannical in  the manner of New Engl and 

or Virgin ia . The Lords Proprietors provi ded i ncent i ve to immi grate 

to the new l and i n  the form of l i beral charters and consti tutions . 

Thus i n  spi te of their  motives,  the Proprietors provided an open door 

to Quaker d i ssenters.  However , Quakeri sm woul d  never have become so 

strongly  rooted i f  i t  had not been for the efforts of Wi l l i am Edmundson 

and George Fox . The vi sits of these two men turned North Carol i na ,  for 

a whi l e ,  i nto a virtua l Quaker col ony. 

In later years , Friends woul d  migrate for economic as  wel l  as  

spiri tual reasons and pump fresh new bl ood i nto the Soci ety. They 

settl ed i n  the northeastern parts of the col ony first and then spread 

south and westward . Al though a mi nori ty of the popul ation , perhaps 

as l i ttl e as one-seventh or as much as one-fourth at one time , they 

were highly v i si bl e  and important members of the provi nce . In  addi ­

tion to their  church posi tion s ,  the Quakers were important farmers and 

governmental official s .  They met wi th l i ttl e oppos i tion in  the early 

years of the settl ement ,  but as thei r power grew and the SPG cl a imed 

i ts negl ected pari shes , friction occurred i n  the form of many smal l 

d i sputes and two large rebel l ions .  The promi se of an aggress ive and 

rapi d  growth foreshadowed in  the youth of Quakeri sm was not to be 

60Weeks, Southern Quakers and Sl avery,  324-44 . 
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ful fi l l ed in i ts later years . Fri ends i n  North Carol i na twice were 

g iven a chance to start the worl d over aga i n ;  however , shock waves of 

these early efforts continued to make the i r  presence known i n  the 

colonial  and revol utionary worl d of North Carol i na .  The Society was 

an important part of the col ony and l ater the state . Quaker roots 

were deep i n  North Carol i na and the rol e they pl ayed contri buted to 

the mi nd of the entire provi nce . The Quakers ' mere presence made 

Carol i na a l i ttl e more l i beral than i ts other Southern nei ghbors .  

General l y  the early years of settl ement i n  both east and west 

were peri ods of prosperity .  However , Friends soon encountered storm 

c louds . Their  uneas iness proved correct ,  for the truly  good days of 

Friends in North Caro l i na were behind them . Ahead l ay the French 

Wars , battl es wi th the Indians , cl ashes wi th c i v i l  authori ti es,  and 

the comi ng of a revo l ution that wou ld  shake the very foundations of 

the Society. 



CHAPTER II 

FRIENDS AND THE ANGLO-FRENCH WARS 

Even though the years between the 11Golden Age11 and the 

American Revolution were difficult for Quakers in North Carolina, 

Friends still flocked south, remaining an important influence in the 

colony. They faced many tribulations--Indians, the Anglo-French Wars 

and demands from the province for men, money and loyalty. The 

Society was unjustly implicated in the War of the Regulation in 1771 

and was swept up in the fury of the coming of the American Revolution. 

All this could never have been foreseen, however, and the Friends 

prior to the Revolution immigrated in large numbers to the gentle 

green hills of Piedmont North Carolina. Although he had never visited 

North Carolina, Hector St. Jean de Cr�vecoeur wrote about its 

western section in a glowing report gleaned from secondary informa­

tion: 

No spot of earth can be more beautiful, it is composed of 
gentle hills, of easy declivities, excellent lowlands, 
accompanied by different brooks which traverse this 
settlement. I never saw a soil that rewards men so easily 
for their labours and disbursements.l 

It was this report and others like it that drew Quakers and others to 

the southern colonies to begin a new life. Friends were not only 

immigrating westward in North Carolina but southward as well. As the 

population grew around the Albermarle Sound in northeastern North 

lMichael G. St. John de Cr�vecoeur, Letters from an American 
Farmer (New York, 1957), 128. 
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Carolina, Quakers gradually pushed south until a chain of meetings 

stretched down the entire coast of the province. Core Sound Monthly 

Meeting was established in 1 773 in Carteret County, and Falling Creek 

Monthly Meeting in 1 748 in what is now Lenoir County. Stephen B. 

Weeks, the great Quaker historian from Trinity College (now Duke 

University), claims that by the middle of the eighteenth century 

there were probably Quaker meetings in Hyde, Beaufort, Craven, 

Carteret, Jones, Bladen, and Lenoir Counties.2 

Yet Friends soon learned that North Carolina, with its many 

benefits, still possessed a few disadvantages. One of these was the 

American Indian. Quaker attitudes toward these native Americans gave 

them a unique reputation among the "savages." It was this reputation 

of benevolence that helped Friends in North Carolina stay out of 

serious Indian troubles, and there are few references to Indians in 

Society Minutes. This Indian policy grew from the Friends• belief 

that there is a part of God in every man, including the red man. 

George Fox, during his visit to the province, was told by a 

Carolinian that Indians did not have the spirit of God within them. 

Fox strongly disagreed and set about to prove the man wrong, as he 

related in his Journal: 

Whereupon I called an Indian to us, and asked him, 
"Whether or not, when he did lie, or do wrong to any 
one, there was not something in him that did reprove 
him for it?" He said, "there was such a thing in 

him, that did so reprove him; and he was ashamed when 
he had done wrong, or spoken wrong."3 

2weeks, Southern Quakers and Slavery, 87. 

3Fox, Journal, II, 172-73. 



29  

Thus I ndians too were to  be i ncl uded i n  the fami ly  a s  the 11Chi l dren of 

God . .. In the formati ve years of the col ony, Friends c learly demon­

strated that a pol i cy of cruel ty and barbarism was not necessary i n  

deal ing wi th the Indian . The Quakers a lways purchased the ir  l and from 

the Indians i nstead of taking i t  i n  the usual Eng l i sh fashion . I t  was 

for thi s reason , for exampl e ,  that George Durant of Cul peper • s  

Rebel l ion fame was thought to be a member of the Soci ety, for he had 

purchased hi s land from the I ndians .4 Most settl ers i n  North 

Carol ina ,  however , i gnored the Quakers • good exampl e and simply  sei zed 

l and and mi streated the Indians of the col ony for years thereafter . 

Fi nal ly  the I ndians , resentful of whi te l and grabbi ng and aware 

of the refusal of the l arge Quaker el ement  to bear arms i n  time of 

troubl e ,  cou ld  stand i t  no l onger.  They l a unched a surpr ise attack on 

eastern whi te settl ements in 1 71 1 .  Thi s  Tuscarora War ( 1 71 1 -1 71 3 )  was 

the worst I ndian war i n  North Carol i na • s  hi story.  The I ndians , many 

of the Tuscarora tri be ,  massacred hundreds of settl ers , burned thei r 

homes , stol e thei r val uabl es and destroyed thei r crops . Chri stopher 

Gal e, writ i ng to the Governor of South Carol i na reported: 

One hundred and thi rty peopl e massacred at the head of the 
Neuse and on the south s i de of the Paml i co rivers , i n  the 
space of two hours ; butchered after the most barbarous 
manner that can be expressed , and thei r dead bod ies used 
wi th al l the scorn and i nd ign i ty imaginabl e ;  the ir  houses 
pl undered of considerabl e riches ( be ing general ly  traders ) ,  
then burned , and thei r growi ng and hopeful crops destroyed . s 

Contemporar ies reported that women were forced to l i e on the floor 

whi l e  stakes were driven through the ir  bodies . Pregnant  women had 

4Weeks , Southern Quakers and Sl avery ,  33-34 . 

SN .  C. Recs . ,  I ,  827-28 . 



their  babies ripped from thei r wombs . Furthermore , it was reported 

that more than  eighty i nfants were sl aughtered . Men , women , and 

children l ay mutil ated and dead in the hot sun ,  prey to dogs , 

wol ves , and vul tures . 6 The province was utterly unprepared and the 

col oni sts , suspecting noth ing ,  fel l victim to a fata l l y  fal se sense 

of securi ty .  Had the majority of  the col onists treated the I nd ians  

accordi ng to Quaker princ ipl es ,  perhaps the resul ts of  I ndian-Whi te 

rel ations woul d have been l ess di sastrous . 
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However, many peopl e fel t that the Quakers were responsibl e for 

the unpreparedness of the col ony. Carol ina Governor Edward Hyde 

compl ained that "factions  and the fact that one-ha l f  of  the peopl e 

were Quakers made it impossibl e to rai se one-ha l f  as many troops  as  

there were I ndians i n  arms . " 7 Friends refused to fi ght in  the war and 

steadi l y  exhorted each other not to " pick up the carnal sword , "  and 

those members who paid the b 5 penal ty attached to the refusal were 

puni shed . 8 At the Monthl y Meeting i n  Pasquotank on September 16, 1 711 ,  

they even discussed the possibil i ty of disowning those who hel ped the 

combatants i n  any way . Ephram Overman was s i ngl ed out as  an  exampl e .  

The friends appointed to visit Ephram Overman have discoursed 
wi th him concerning his forwardness in assisting Sol diers to 
defend himsel f and others with carnal weapons contrary to 
our knowi ng pri ncipl es that whi ch  after further Consideration 

6 uA Letter from Major Christopher Gal e 11 ( Nov . 2,  1 7 1 1  ) ,  
N .  C .  Recs . ,  I ,  825 . 

7Luther Lafayette Gobbel , "Mil itia in North Carol ina i n  
Col onial  and Revol utionary Times , 11 Historical Papers of the Trinity 
Col lege Hi stori cal Soci ety,  X I I I  ( 1 91 9), 43 . 

Bweeks , Southern Quakers and Sl avery, 173 . 



he acknowl edged to be an  error i n  him and hoped for the 
future to take better care and wal k  more ci rcumspectly. 9 

Thi s  refusal to partici pate i n  the war drew the wrath of 

official s at  home and from other col onies . Governor Al exander 

Spotswood of V irg i nia hel d  the same l ow opi nion of North Carol ina 

Quakers as  Governor Hyde . Spotswood wrote i n  1 71 1 :  

I have been mi ght i ly  embarassed �Y a set of Quakers .who 
broach Doctri nes so monstrous as thei r Brethren i n  Engl and 
have never owned , nor i ndeed , can be suffered i n  any 
Government . They have refused to be empl oyed i n  the 
Fortifications , but affi rm that thei r consciences wi l l  
not permi t them to contri bute in  any manner of way to the 
defence of the country even so much as trusting the 
Government wi th prov i sions to support those that do work . 1 0  

31 

He al so accused deserters from the mi l i tia of 1 1shel tering themsel ves 

under the masque of Quakeri sm . n l l  Apparently l ess than courageous 

sol diers sometimes deserted and joined the ranks of Quakeri sm to 

escape mi l i tary service . S ince V irgi nia  had to provi de sol di ers i n  

pl ace of Quakers and deserters to put down the Indian war,  Spotswood ' s  

cri tici sm i s  understandabl e .  Later,  he repeated these accusation s ,  

sayi ng: 

• • •  and a new assembly being cal l ed ,  passed an act to rai se 
400 � for prosecuting the war aga inst the Indian enemy and 
because they cou ld  not ra i se a suffic i ent body of men i n  that 
Provi nce [North Carol ina] where Quakers make a great Number 
of the Inhabitants , they made appl i cation to me for an 
assi stance of 200 men from thi s  col ony [Vi rg i nia] . l 2  

9Pasquotank Monthly Meeti ng Mi nutes for September 1 71 1 .  

1 0 11Governor Spotswood to Lord Dartmouth11 (Oct . 1 5 , 1 71 1  ) ,  
N .  C .  Recs . ,  I ,  814 .  

l l ncol . Spotswood to Lords o f  Trade 11 ( Feb. 1 1 ,  1 71 2 ) ,  i bid . , 
I I ,  1 3 . 

1 2  .. Col . Spotswood to Lords of Trade .. ( May 8 ,  1 71 2 ) ,  i bi d ,  I I ,  
40. 
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Thomas Pol l ock , who succeeded Edward Hyde as  governor of Carol i na i n  

1 71 2 ,  al so compl ai ned bi tterl y about Quaker i nfl uence i n  the provi nce . 

And as  the Quakers wi th thei r adherents have been great 
occasion to the ri se of war,  so they . • • have been the 
chief cause that the war hath not been carri ed out wi th 
the vigour, i t  ought, by their  d i sobedience to the 
government encourag ing others to di sobey • • • • 1 3  

However , interesti ngl y  enough,  after the Tuscarora War was over, 

Pol l ock was forced to admi t that some Quakers under hi s admini stration 

were good ci ti zens .  Doubtl ess thi s was due to the cessation of 

resentment toward them for their  peace testimony . l 4  

The SPG found additional evi dence to di scredi t  Quakeri sm 

during the years of the Tuscarora War .  Mi ssionary John Urmston wrote: 

. • • hav i ng experienced the cowardice of our Quakers and 
thei r adherents who l i ke other sectari sts never care to 
fi ght except i t  be against the Church and Crown , the 
I nd ians wi l l  not dal l y  nor tri fl e  wi th us as  they did  at 
first . l 5  

These ep i sodes , together wi th the hosti l i ty of i nfl uenti al pol i ticians , 

stained the Quaker image i n  North Carol i na .  They a l so s ignal ed the 

beginning of tougher official  atti tudes toward Fri ends i n  the col ony, 

even though Quakers remai ned an  important i nfl uence i n  North Carol i na .  

Yet the atti tude of the majori ty of the popul ation toward the Society 

was qui te ambi val ent .  Vi ewpoi nts swung l i ke a pendul um i n  times of 

peace and war;  exemption from m i l i tary service was granted and 

favorabl e feel i ngs were exhi bi ted in peacetime but both disappeared 

upon the outbreak of hosti l i ties .  

1 3n From Pol l ock ' s  Letter Book 11 (Apri l 30,  1 7 1 3 ) , i bid . ,  I I ,  40 . 

1 4 I bi d . ,  I I ,  v .  

1 511Mr . Urmston to the Secretary 11 ( Sept . 22 , 1 71 4 ) , i bid . ,  I I, 144 .  
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Of the four Anglo-French Wars that rocked America before the 

American Revol ution , only  the fi rst , King Wi l l iam ' s  War ,  fought from 

1 689 to 1 697 , had no di rect effect on North Carol i na .  The second , 

Queen Anne ' s  War { 1 702-1 71 3 ) , l ed i ndi rectl y  to the d i sastrous 

Tuscarora War but resul ted in l i ttl e more than a few minor Spani sh 

naval attacks on the prov ince ' s  coast .  I t  was the thi rd ,  Ki ng George ' s  

War ( 1 744-1 748 ) ,  that saw North Carol i na troops i n  action for the 

fi rst time as part of the Bri ti sh army .  I n  1 729,  George I I  had 

purchased the shares of seven of the eight Lords Proprietors and 

North Carol i na became a roya l colony . S ir  George Carteret ' s  share was 

not sol d but was i ncorporated i nto the colony l ater as  the Granv i l l e  

Di stri ct .  South Carol ina had become a royal col ony ten years earl ier 

i n  1 7 1 9  when the two Carol i nas were official ly  d iv ided . l 6  I t  i s  

i nteresting to note that the end of the Quakers ' "Gol den Age"  cl osely 

coi ncided wi th George I I ' s  purchase of North Carol i na .  By l i ving i n  a 

col ony now owned by the King who was more interested i n  l oyal ty than 

the profi t-mi nded Proprietors , Quakers woul d  fi nd greater difficu l ty 

i n  practi cing thei r unique form of Chri stian ity. 

When the thi rd Ang lo-French War thrust i tsel f so abruptly i nto 

the l i ves of the North Carol i na col oni sts , some of the frontier 

settl ers abandoned Quakeri sm . Duri ng such times of v iol ence , it was 

not only pol i ti ca l ly expedient but much safer to reject the nonvio l ent 

and l enient Ind ian pol icies of the Society . l 7  Thus the Angl o-French 

Wars provi ded the most cri tical test of Quaker devotion to their  

1 6Lefler and Newsome , North Carol i na ,  73-75 . 

1 7Robert W .  Ramsey, Carol ina Cradl e :  Settl ement of the North­
west Caro l i na Frontier, 1 747-1 762 (Chapel H i l l ,  N . C . , 1 964) , 1 36 .  



tradi tional rel ig ious  testimonies . Fri ends refused to fight, pay 

taxes for war purposes ,  take oaths of a l l egiance to the King or do 

anything connected wi th war .  Yet many gave more money toward peace 

efforts than al l the taxes woul d have cost them . l 8  I n  the i nterva l s  

between the wars , Fri ends were urged to mai ntai n  the i r  peaceful ways 

by many epi stl es from London . They were remi nded 

That Friends be vig i l ant in keepi ng up the peaceabl e 
Pri ncip les possessed by us as  a peopl e and i n  no manner 
join  wi th suc h as may be for mak ing warl i ke preparations 
offensive or defens ive but upon al l occas ions  to demean 
themsel ves i n  a peaceabl e manner thereby to demonstrate 
to the Worl d that our Practices (when we are put to the 
Tri al ) correspond wi th our Pri nc ipl es . l 9  
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Al though many frontier Quakers abandoned their  fai th ,  the majori ty of 

Fri ends i n  North Carol i na obeyed these i n structions meticul ously and 

demonstrated their  obedi ence by their  da i ly  opposi tion to anythi ng 

mi l i tary .  

The fourth Angl o-French War, known i n  Ameri ca a s  the French and 

Indian War ,  set the stage for Quaker "sufferi ngs" for several 

succeed ing decades .  Thi s  war,  which  l asted from 1 754 to 1 763 , pl aced 

great demands on North Carol i na for men and suppl i e s .  I t  al so 

demanded unswervi ng l oyal ty from the royal subjects of the col onies .  

The Quakers of North Carol i na cou ld  i n  good conscience supply none 

of these . 

1 8El i zabeth Gray, Contri butions of the Quakers (Wa l l i ngford , 
Pa . ,  1 947 ) ,  80. 

1 9Rayner W.  Kel sey, "Early Books of Di sci pl i ne of Phi l adel phia 
Yearly  Meeti ng , "  Fri ends Hi storical Assoc iation Bul l etin ,  XXIV 
( 1 935} , 22.  
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Duri ng the Angl o-French Wars , the most commonly mi sunderstood 

Quaker pri nc i p l e  was the Soci ety ' s refu sal to al l ow i ts members to 

serve in  the col on ial  m i l i tias . By 1 705 , Quakers who refused to 

serve were subject to fi nes ,  d i stra i nt of goods ,  or impri sonment. 20 

Such persecution was rarely carried to i ts ful l est  extent ,  but there 

was a great deal of harassment,  i nj ury, and l oss  of property . The 

North Caro l i na Quakers had a lways puzzl ed their  nei ghbors wi th regard 

to the i r  refusal to bear arms ; consequently, l ocal courts often 

sei zed the property of del i nquent Quakers . The l ess conscientious 

Friends who purchased exemptions were cri ti c i zed by thei r more 

dedicated brethren . 21 Years l ater,  the 1 743 Yearly Meeti ng settl ed 

thi s di spute by g i ving their  members the " l i berty" to pay the fi ne or 

to face l ega l act ion. 22 

The Yearl y  Meeti ng frequently pressed the royal governors and 

Assembl y for compl ete exemption for their  members from mi l i tary 

service .  I n  1 738 , the Assembly exempted Quakers from duty i f  they 

woul d provi de a sui tabl e substi tute , but even thi s  d id  not sui t  the 

conscience of many Fri ends . Thus North Carol i na Quakers were 

impri soned for not attendi ng musters , paying fi nes , submi tting to the 

d i straint  of goods ,  or provi di ng substi tutes . 23 In  1 755,  Friends 

20Anscombe , I Have Cal l ed You Friends , 1 50.  " Di stra i nt , "  a 
term frequently used 1n Quaker minutes and governmental documents , 
means the seizure of property for non-payment of taxes . 

2 1 Patrick Sou l e ,  "The Quaker Conscript in  Confederate North 
Carol i na , "  Quaker Hi story,  LVI ( 1 967 ) ,  90. 

22North Carol i na Yearly Meeting Mi nutes for 1 743 . 

23Anscombe, I Have Cal l ed You Fri ends ,  1 50. 



36 

aga in  proposed an exemption but were refused . The North Carol i na 

Assembly, speaking to the commi ttee which proposed the bi l l , stated : 

" • • •  we fi nd you have exempted the Quakers from enl i sting or 

musteri ng as mi l i t i a ,  and as  we thi nk such exemption must be attended 

wi th bad consequences we cannot pass the Bi l l .  . . . .. 24 Earl i er the 

Assembly had tried to recogn ize the un iqueness of the Quaker posi tion 

and proposed " • . • that they [Quakers] sha l l  be obl iged to muster as 

other Pi oneers wi th a good axe , spade , shovel or Hoe" in pl ace of the 

regul ar musket . 25 Al though thi s amendment was never passed , i t  

represented an attempt by the colonial  government to respect the 

Quaker pri nci pl e of conscienti ous objection . 

Yet many ind iv idual s refused to consider any concessions for 

the Soc i ety . Col onel Gri ffin  Rutherford of Bl aden County urged that 

Quakers shoul d  be made to attend muster or pay "a s i n  the northern 

counties . "  He al so compl ained that fi nes were not high  enough to 

obl i ge the mi l i t ia  to attend muster and shoul d be rai sed . 26 In  1 756 , 

an  act was passed requi ri ng every twenti eth man i n  each county to be 

drafted and sent to the fronti er to fight i n  the French and I ndian War .  

Those who refused were to be court martial ed .  The North Carol ina 

Yearly Meeting d i rected i ts Standing Commi ttee to sel ect four members 

to attend the court to expl a in  why Friends coul d not attend muster. 27 

The Standi ng Commi ttee reported : 

24N .  c.  Recs . ,  V ,  506 . 

25Ib id . , V ,  269 . 

26 Ibid . , V ,  1 61 .  

27North Carol i na Yearly �1eeting Mi nutes for 1 757 . 



The Commi ttee ta king i nto cons i deration that i t  mi ght be 
necessary to prefer opposi tion to the Governor , Counci l  
and Assembly  o n  account of the Mi l i tia  Act now i n  force i n  
the province where upon a peti tion for that purpose was 
read and approved and si gned by those of the commi ttee 

. . •  to refer the sa id  peti tion to the Governor, Counci l 
and Assembly  • • • • 28 
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The Standi ng Commi ttee was al so to assi st those Fri ends who had become 

entangl ed wi th the mi l i tary. They appointed "Joseph Whi te to attend 

the Court Martial s i f  one shoul d be hel d i n  the county of Perquimans ,  

the Yearly Meeti ng i n  order to give fri ends reason for not attendi ng 

musters 11 and several Friends i n  Pasquotank were chosen for the same 

purpose . 29 I n  1 770, an amendment was made to the mi l i ti a  l aws of the 

col ony which  recogn ized that 11Whereas there are i n  d i vers parts of 

thi s  prov i nce several peopl e ca l l ed Quakers , who demean themsel ves i n  

a qui et and peaceabl e manner , and from rel ig ious pri nci pl e,  are 

consci entiously scrupul ous of beari ng arms , "  they were not obl iged to 

muster. Friends had to enl i st under a capta i n ,  however , and i n  case 

of i nsurrecti on were forced to serve or furni sh a substi tute or pay a 

penal ty of � 1 Q . 30 Later, i n  1 771 , after many peti tions Qua kers 

final ly  recei ved a l ong-awaited exempti on , provided they cou ld  produce 

a certi ficate of membershi p i n  good standi ng from the Soc iety . The 

Yearl y Meeti ng sent a memori al  of appreciation to the Assembly .  I t  

read : 

2Bstand i ng Commi ttee of the North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng 
Minutes for 1 757 . 

29I bi d .  

30N .  C .  Recs . ,  I X ,  1 76-77 . 
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Grati tude at thi s time constrai neth us i n  behal f of oursel ves 
and Fri ends s to return to you an Humbl e and dutiful acknowl edge­
ment for your great and unexpected favor and i ndul gence i n  
passing an Act a t  the l a st session o f  Assembly, to exempt us 
from the sufferings we have been exposed to on account of our 
rel igi ous and consci entious scrupl es wi th respect to the 
Mi l i ti a  or l earn i ng the Act of fi ghting wi th the Carnal Sword . 

And as  our peaceful pri ncipl e of  non-res i stance l eads us 
to a passive submission of our superiors , in cases that doth 
I nterfere wi th our consciences We hope and bel i eve that no 
d i sadvantage wi l l  ever ari se to our fel l ow subjects from your 
favor to us there i n .  We shal l thi nk oursel ves i n  duty bound 
to use our best endeavours , to detect Hypocri tica l  pretenders 
who may be desi rous to screen themsel ves under our 
professi on . • • . 31 

Thus after decades of fruitl ess peti tion ing ,  the royal government made 

some attempt to compromi se wi th the Society at the concl usion of the 

Anglo-French Wars . Unfortunatel y, thi s atti tude woul d  preva i l  only 

five short years unt i l  the outbreak of hosti l i ties which l ed to the 

Ameri can Revol ution . 

Closely connected wi th Friends refusi ng to bear arms was their  

unwi l l i ngness to pay taxes ,  mi l i tia  fi nes ,  or  any other monies that 

woul d support the war effort . In 1 7405 Qua kers protested the tax 

l evied to provi de a powder magazi ne for each county as an offense to 

their consciences . Some pai d  the tax but justified i t  by sayi ng that 

they were not respons i bl e for the way the money wa s  spent . In the same 

year , they consul ted London Fri ends as  to the payment of such taxes 

used for troop support. Al though there i s  no recorded answer, i t  i s  

known that the Stand ing Commi ttee conferred wi th the authorit ies on 

thi s i ssue as  wel l as  matters concerni ng mi l i tary servi ce . 32 Each of 

31 North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng Minutes for 1 71 1 .  

32Weeks s  Southern Quakers and Sl avery, 1 73 ; Anscombe, I Have 
Cal l ed You Fri ends ,  151 . 
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the Quaker meetings  routinely l i sted the amount of " sufferings , "  the 

tenm sometimes used by Friends for monies col l ected by force . The 

amount ranged from yearly total s for each meeti ng of � 85 i n  1 759 to 

26 shi l l i ngs , 8 pence in  1 765 . I n  1 768 there was aga i n  a rise i n  the 

amount to � 1 5 ,  4 shi l l i ng s . 33 John Woolman,  the famous Quaker 

abol i tioni st from Pennsyl van ia ,  related i n  hi s journa l how some of 

thi s money was col l ected . When journeying through North Carol i na i n  

1 757, he met a Fri end , a mini ster and working farmer possess ing no 

sl aves , who had refused to pay a recently imposed war tax . Thi s  

Quaker preferred to have h i s  goods d i stra ined rather than contri bute 

i n  thi s way to an acti vi ty he bel i eved i nconsi stent wi th Quaker 

bel i efs . Woolman wrote : 

• • •  but as he was the onl y  person who refused i t  i n  those 
parts and knew not that any one el se wa s in the l i ke 
circumstances ,  he si gni fied that i t  had been a heavy tria l  
to h im ,  especi al ly  as  some of  hi s brethren had been uneasy 
wi th hi s conduct i n  that case. 34 

I t  was very d i fficul t for a Fri end to watch al l hi s material 

possessions sol d for taxes , and i t  took a strong Society with firm 

bel i efs to provide support for those who might fal ter . However, no 

matter how d i fficu l t i t  was to remain  true to thei r pri nci pl es con­

cern ing taxati on and fi nes , the majori ty of Fri ends resol utely 

defi ed the Crown . 

I n  add i tion to men , money and suppl ies ,  the North Carol i na 

col on ia l  government demanded the i ntang i bl es of sworn l oyal ty and 

33North Carol i na Yearly Meeting Mi nutes for 1 759, 1 765 , and 
1 768 . 

34John Woolman , The Journal and Essays of John Wool man ,  ed . 
Amel ia  Mott Gummere ( London,  1 922) , 200-0l . 
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a l l egiance from i ts c it izens during the Angl o-French Wars . The 

prov ince requi red that a pl edge of loyal ty be taken by every white 

adul t mal e .  The o ld  Vestry Acts had commanded every member el ected to 

the Assembly  to take an oath of al l egiance to the Crown . In 1 71 5  the 

Assembl y had passed 11an Act for Li berty of Conscience and that the 

Sol emn Affirmation of the peopl e cal l ed Quakers sha l l be accepted 

i nstead of an oath i n  the usual form11 --the only minori ty to be si ngl ed 

out for such spec ia l  treatment . 35 As the ti tl e impl ies ,  the act 

al l owed Friends to affi rm i nstead of swear . Sti l l  many Quakers cou ld  

not even accept the affi rmation , as  these Soc iety mi nutes rel ate : 

• • •  accounts recei ved that Seven of our Rel ig ious Soc iety 
have so far devi ated as  to act contrary to the whol esome rul es 
and advi ces heretofore gi ven by taki ng the present affirmation 
of Fidel i ty which hath brought pa i n  and sorrow over many of 
our mi nds ,  and we apprehend trends to l ay waste our Chri stian 
Testimony . 36 

By 1 747 , even thi s  act had been al lowed to lapse and a duly el ected 

member of the Assembly, Quaker Wi l l iam Borden , was denied hi s seat 

because he refused to take the oath of office . The Assembly recorded 

the action i n  the fol l owi ng manner : 

Mr . Wi l l i am Borden one of the members of Carteret County 
appeared and acquai nted the Gentl emen of hi s Majesties 
Honourabl e Counci l  that were appoi nted to Qual i fy the 
members of the House that he woul d not take oaths appointed 
by Law for the Qual i fication of Publ ic  Offices bei ng one of 
the Peopl e cal l ed Quakers and therefore desi red hi s sol emn 
affirmation might be taken a s  i n  other cases which sai d  
members of hi s Majesty ' s Counci l  rejected . 37 

35N .  C. Recs . ,  XXI I I ,  1 1 . 

36Cane Creek Monthly Meeti ng Mi nutes for June 1 71 5 .  

37N .  C .  Recs . , IV,  855-56 . 



Al though Borden was denied hi s seat ,  the act for affi rmation was 

reenacted i n  1 749 . Toward the end of the French and I ndian War i n  

1 762 , Friends were once aga i n  a l lowed to g ive "affi rmation or 

declaration as may remove the Di fficul ty which many of them are 

under . "38 Here the col onial  government i s  cl early attempting to 

compromi se and al l ow members of the Society to rema i n  part of the 

province.  The royal government demanded l oyal ty ,  but i t  seems at a 

much l ower pri ce than the more val ued commodi ties of men and money . 

Thi s  peri od of reconci l iation wou l d  be shortened , however , by the 

omi nous rumbl i ngs of the coming of the American Revol ution .  

38Ibid . ,  XXI I I ,  559 . 
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CHAPTER I I I  

FRIENDS AND THE COMING OF THE REVOLUTION 

It was during the years just prior to the American Revol ution 

that Quakeri sm i n  North Carol i na experienced i ts second great wave of 

mi grati on and growth. The western part of the col ony attracted other 

groups to the Pi edmont i ncl ud ing the Germans , Moravians , Scotch-Iri sh ,  

Dunkers , and  Mennoni tes . The i nfusion of these di verse ethnic  and 

rel igiou s  groups i nto North Carol i na during the eighteenth century 

transformed the make-up of the prov i nce . Between 1 750  and 1 770, the 

popu lati on grew from an estimated 65, 000 to 250 , 000 . I n  the early 

1 750 ' s onl y one-thi rd of the popul ation l i ved in the Pi edmont, but by 

the earl y 1 770 ' s  one-hal f res ided there . The pol i tical consequence of 

thi s  western expansion was intense sectional hosti l i ty between the 

eastern pl anter ari stocracy, which through mal apportionment of the 

Assembly kept a strangl ehold  on pol it ical power i n  the col ony, and the 

emergi ng mi ddl e-cl ass l eadershi p i n  the Pi edmont . l I t  was thi s  

struggl e  that  woul d so i nvol ve Quakers i n  the Piedmont that they woul d  

be blamed for i ts eventual v iol ent culmination . 

Fri ends were bl amed for many thi ngs because they were such a 

l a rge v i si bl e  minori ty i n  the west . The l arge settl ements of Fri ends 

i n  present-day Al amance , Chatham , Gu i l ford , Randol ph,  and Surry 

Counties  were formed by Quaker immigrants ,  not by expansion of the 

l Robert M. Cal hoon , Rel ifi on and the Ameri can Revol ution i n  
North Carol i na ( Ral eigh , N .C . ,  976) , viii . 
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native el ement .  Thi s stream o f  immigration was strong , hea l thy, and 

v igorous ,  and accordi ng to Weeks,  " It added a stabl e el ement, forti ­

fied sti l l by the presence of thrift,  frugal i ty, and energy, to the 

making of the State . "2 Carver • s  Creek i n  B laden County, Dunn • s  Creek 

i n  ei ther Cumberl and or Bl aden Counties,  and Cane Creek i n  Alamance 

were among the fi rst settl ements . Some of the founders of Quakeri sm 

i n  western North Carol i na incl uded John Powel l ,  Joseph and John Doan 

from Bucks County, Pennsyl vani a ;  Simon Di xon , John Standfi el d and 

Thomas Cox from Kennet, Pennsyl van ia ;  and Wi l l i am Reynol ds , R ichard 

Sidwel l ,  and Jeremi ah Pi ggott from East Notti ngham, Pennsyl vania . 

Others i ncl uded Thomas Carr from Gunpowder , Maryl and ;  and John H iatt , 

Aaron Jones , El i Vestal , Wi l l i am Beeson , Mordeca i  Mendenhal l ,  and 

W i l l iam Hunt al l from Hopewel l ,  Virg i nia . 3 Most were farmers or 

tradesmen and hel ped to l end an aspect of sta bi l i ty to the wi l d  l and . 

Cane Creek and New Garden meetings were formed around 1 750, 

Deep Ri ver i n  1 753 , Eno in 1 754 , and Centre i n  1 757 . New Garden l ater 

became one of the l argest and most i nfl uential  of the western meeti ngs . 

These western meeti ngs al so extended great i nfl uence over the non­

Quaker communi ties of the Pi edmont .  The western Quakers represented 

some of the ol dest and best Quaker fami l i es i n  Pennsyl vania . Many 

Engl i sh Quaker names had been adopted for towns i n  America , and i t  was 

from Pennsyl vani a  that Friends carri ed the name 11New Garden , .. whi ch  

had come ori g ina l ly from the Ol d Worl d ,  to North Carol i na .  In turn 

2weeks ,  Southern Quakers and Sl avery,  1 01 -03 . 

3I bi d . ,  1 03 . 



migrating North Carol i na Qua kers carri ed thi s name to Indiana . 4 

However ,  the North Carol i na el ement was reinforced by other migrants 

from ol d Quaker stock . El ijah Coffin tel l s  of one such migration 

from Nantucket Isl and ,  Massachusetts :  

The i s l and of Nantucket being smal l ,  i ts so i l  not very 
producti ve,  a l arge number of peopl e coul d  not be supported 
thereupon . • • • The popul ation of the i sl and sti l l  
i ncreasing ,  many of the ci t izens turned the i r  attention to 
other parts , and were i nduced to remove and settl e el sewhere, 
wi th a v iew to better the ir  cond it ion as  to provide for 
their  chi l dren , etc . A whi l e  before the Revol utionary War , 
a consi derabl e col ony of Friends removed and settl ed at 
New Garden , in Gu i l ford County, North Carol i na , which was 
then a newly settl ed country .  My grandfather Coffin was 
one of the number that thus removed . H i s  removal took 
pl ace , I bel i eve, in the year 1 773 . 5 
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Al though New Garden served as an exampl e for most of the meetings i n  

the section,  i t  was Cane Creek that emerged a s  the center of the d i s­

content that cul mi nated i n  the War of the Regul ation . 

In the l ate 1 760 ' s  and early 1 770 ' s ,  North Carol i na Quakers 

became i nvol ved i n  the i nsurrection i n  which  the rebel s cal l ed them-

sel ves 11Regul ators . 11 Thi s group of backcountry farmers and smal l 

merchants grew impatient wi th high taxati on and offi cial  corruption . 

Even Lord John Earl Granvi l l e ,  who had been rewarded wi th nearly 

one-hal f of North Carol i na by the Ki ng for hi s services--the so-cal l ed 

Granvi l l e  Di strict--admi tted that fees and taxes were excessive and 

that 50 percent of the taxes col l ected were embezzl ed by h i s  agents . 6 

Howeve� not al l hi storians have v iewed the War of the Regulation as  

4I bid . , 1 04-07 ,  1 09 .  

5El ijah  Coffin ,  Life wi th a Remi ni scence by Hi s Son ,  Charl es F .  
Coffin ( n . p . , 1 863 ) ,  1 0. 

6Anscombe , I Have Cal l ed You Fri ends , 1 51 .  



the simpl e east versus west confrontation of early interpreters . 

Recently Marv i n  l .  M .  Kay, James P .  Whi ttenburg , and A.  R .  Eki rch 

have a l l  suggested that the Regul ation was a cl assic  case of c lass 

struggl e  aga inst conservative planters,  merchants , and l awyers .  Yet 

a l l three fa i l  to d i scuss the rol e of the Quakers i n  the Regula ­

tion . 7 

One of the mai n  l eaders of thi s 11War of the Regu l ation .. was 

Hermon Husband , a former Quaker who had been di sowned by Cane Creek 

Monthly Meeti ng i n  1 764 . Some detractors of the Soci ety were eager 
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to l i nk Friends to the rebel l ion and often cal l ed Husband a 11Quaker 

Preacher . 118 The fact that he had been di sowned for over seven years 

before any real viol ence occurred and two years before the Regul ation 

began seemed to have been overl ooked . Hi s di ssoci ation from the 

Society was not al ways cl ear to hi s opponents and those of the Friends .  

Husband was evi dentl y a man who was accustomed to speak  fearl essly 

and was 11gu i l ty of making remarks on the actions and transactions .. of 

the meeti ng . The Cane Creek Monthly Meeting Minutes reported that he 

spoke 11 h i s  Mi nd , .. and was to bl ame for 11publ icly adverti s ing the 

same . 11 9 Husband • s  speeches caused much i l l  feel i ng and even produced 

7A .  R. Ekirch ,  11 1 A  New Government of li berty • : Hermon Husband • s  
Vi s ion of Backcountry North Carol i na ,  1 755, 11 Wi l l i am and Mary Quarterly,  
3d Ser . , XXX IV  ( 1 971 ) ,  632-46; James P.  Whittenburg , "Planters,  Mer­
chants , and Lawyers : Soci al Change and the Orig i ns of the North Caro­
l i na Regul ation , .. Wi l l i am and Mary �uarterly ,  3d Ser . , XXXIV ( 1 977 ) ,  
2 1 5-38; Marv in  l .  M .  Kay, 11The Nort Carol i na Regul ation , 1 766-1 776 : 
A Class Confl i ct ,  .. i n  Al fred F. Young , ed . ,  The Prneri can Revol uti on :  
Expl orations i n  the H i story of American Radi cal i sm (DeKal b ,  I l l . ,  
1 976} , 7 1 -123 . 

8Jul i a  S .  White , 11A Church Quarrel and What Resu l ted , 11 Fri ends 
H i storical Society Bul l eti n ,  V ( 1 91 4 ) ,  93 . 

9cane Creek Monthly Meeting Mi nutes for January 1 764. 
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scuffl es on several occasions .  Husband had come to North Carol ina i n  

1 751 from East Notti ngham , Maryl and . H i s hot temper and rad ical ideas 

l ater earned him the t itl e  of "the Thomas Pa ine of the South" and 

11 North Carol i na ' s  fi rst great l i beral . n l O  El i Caruthers , who studied 

the oral tradi ti ons among the peopl e  who knew Husband , descri bed h im 

a s :  

a man o f  superior mind , grave i n  deportment , somewhat 
taci turn , wary i n  consternation ,  but when exc i ted , 
forci bl e  and fl uent i n  argument . He wa s a man of strict 
i ntegri ty and fi rm in hi s advocacy of the right. l l  

The fi nal event which  resul ted i n  Husband ' s  expul s ion from the 

Society concerned one Rachel Wri ght . She had commi tted some di sorder 

but had offered an apology for her act,  whi ch seems to have been 

accepted ; and i n  1 763 she asked for a certi fication of removal to 

Fredericksburg , Sou th carol i na .  Some of the members of the monthly 

meeti ng thought she was not si ncere i n  her expl anation and opposed the 

certi fi cate . l 2  Husband was caught up i n  thi s  battl e and when hi s 

attitude was judged quarrel some and viol ent, he was di sowned . The 

Cane Creek Mi nutes reported : 

Hermon Husband being compl a i ned of for bei ng gui l ty of making 
remarks on the actions and transacti ons of thi s meeti ng • • .  

and publ icly adverti sing the same , and after due l abor with 
him in order to show him the evi l of so doi ng thi s meeting 
agrees to di sown him . l 3  

l Oweeks , Southern Quakers and Sl avery, 1 81 . 

l l Anscombe , I Have cal l ed You Fri ends ,  1 51 .  

l 2Jul i a  S .  Whi te ,  11Hi story of the North Carol i na Yearly Meet­
i ng , "  Friends H i storical Soci ety Bul l eti n ,  I I  ( 1 909 ) ,  1 2-1 3 .  

1 3Western Quarterly Meeting Mi nutes for January 1 764 ; Cane 
Creek Monthly Meeting Minutes for January 1 764 . 
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Husband was not without h i s  own fol l owi ng , and a number of Fri ends 

expressed d i ssati sfaction wi th the action . However , the di sownment 

stood and many of Husband ' s  supporters fol l owed him out of the fai th .  

Legend suggests that Husband sat upon the meeting house steps , removed 

hi s boots , and shook the dust off them i n  symbol i c  repudiati on of the 

Society . 1 4  I t  i s  s ignificant to note that  many of hi s ex-Quaker 

fol l owers became Regul a tors .  A few Fri ends who remai ned with the 

Society did become 1 1rebel s 11 at the time of the Regu l ation , but they 

were deal t with by thei r meetings for invol vement i n  the movement . 

Husband became a prol i fi c  pamphl eteer and wrote several pamph­

l ets whi ch fostered the d i scontent that c l imaxed i n  viol ence at the 

Battl e of Al amance i n  1 771 . Among them were An Impartial  Rel ation and 

A Fan for Fanni ng and a Touchstone for Tryon which particularly fired 

the publ ic ' s  imagi nation . It  was Husband , the ex-Quaker ,  who more than 

anyone el se expounded the a ims of the Regul ation : to make government 

more respon s i bl e  to the peopl e and to el imi nate excessive taxes , graft 

and corruption i n  the backcountry.  Husband ' s  i nfl uence wa s  a ided by 

the addi tional attention he recei ved from those who thought he was a 

Quaker . 

Many of Husband ' s  rel atives  and fri ends remai ned i n  the 

Society , among them Simon Dixon , al so of cane Creek . Dixon had 

marri ed Husband ' s  si ster and was thought to be one of the first gri st 

m i l l  operators in the Piedmont . Several res i dents of the area accused 

him of havi ng favored and assi sted the rebel s .  I n  1 769 when the Cane 

Creek Meeting tried to d i sown him , he appea l ed to the Quarterly 

1 4Anscombe , I Have Cal l ed You Friends , 1 50 .  
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Meeting and was rei nstated , no expl anation of charge or deci sion bei ng 

recorded . l 5  Two members of the meeting , Jeremiah and Wi l l iam Piggott, 

earl i er had been accused of informing the governor ' s  a i de,  Edmund 

Fanning , that Dixon and Husband were the l eaders of the Regula tors . 

They requested Fann ing ' s  a i d  i n  establ i shi ng the ir  i nnocence , and 

the ir  petition read : 

Those that cal l s  themsel ves Regul ators Has Enterta i ned an 
opi nion that Brother Jeremiah and I was Qual i fyed when we 
ware at  Court that Simon Dixon and Harmon Husbands wa s the 
Ri ngl eaders of the mob and we understand we are much 
threatened on the account of i t  therefore If thee wou l d  be 
pl eased to send a few l i nes to Simon Dixon wheather i t  be 
true or faul se . l 6  

I n  response , Fann ing duly wrote thi s l etter to Simon Dixon : 

S ir-- I  thi s  Day Received the Incl osed l etter from Wi l l i am 
P iggott and i n  answer thereto and i n  compl iance with Hi s 
Request ;  I do , In  Justice to the wrongfu l l y  bl amed and 
accused Hereby Certi fy that I do not know nei ther do I 
bel i eve , or d id  I ever hear that any Information was ever 
made by e i ther of the sa id  Wi l l iam or Jeremiah Piggott on 
the i r  sol emn aga inst yoursel f Harmond Husbands or any other 
Person concerning thei r bei ng engaged in  the Late Mi serabl e  
Unhappy Di sturbance In  thi s Country . l 7  

Even though the Pi ggotts denied accus ing Dixon and Husband of impl ica­

tion in  the Regul ation , many fel t they were i nvol ved . I t  was thought 

that Dixon d i stri buted Husband ' s  c ircul ars at hi s store and mi l l  to 

stir up the Regulators to open res i stance . l 8  The pamphl ets, An Impartial 

1 5Western Quarterly Meeti ng Mi nutes for May 5, 1 769 and 
August 1 2 ,  1 769. 

1 6"Wi l l i am Piggott to Col onel Fann ing "  (May 1 0, 1 768) ,  
N .  C .  Recs . , VI I ,  745 . 

1 7" Edmund Fanning to Simon Dixon" (n . d . ) ,  N . C .  Recs . ,  V I I ,  
745-46 . 

1 8Thomas C. Dixon, Geneal ogy of the Dixon Fami l y  (Gui l ford 
Col l ege , N . C . , n . d . ) ,  2 .  



Rel ation and A Fan for Fanning and a Touchstone for Tryon ,  appear to 

have achi eved the i r  goal , for i n  1 771  the rioti ng and abuse of 

property by the Regulators i n  the backcountry reached such great 

proportions that Governor Wi l l i am Tryon marched west at  the head of 

1 ,400 mi l i t iamen to quel l the d i sorders . The mi l i tia  c lashed at 

Alamance Creek wi th 2 , 000 backwoods i nsurgents on May 1 6 ,  1 771 . 
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Thi s 11Battl e of Al amance .. l a sted just over two hours and resol ved 

once and for a l l  the 11Regulator .. question . Before the actual fighting 

began , messages were sent back and forth unti l the pati ence of both 

s i des was final ly exhausted . The l ast message was from the 

Regul ators , 11 Fire and be damned . .. The mi l i tia opened fi re wi th both 

musket and cannon unti l ,  at  the end of two hours ,  the return fire 

from the Regul ators sl ackened . Tryon was quick to sei ze the 

advantage and cal l ed for an advance.  As the mi l i tia  moved forward ,  

the Regul ators broke and began to run , throwi ng away guns ,  suppl ies ,  

and ammuni tion and l eavi ng seventy horses in  thei r haste . Tryon ' s  

l osses were n ine ki l l ed and sixty-one wounded; the Regul ators had the 

same number of dead and a l arge but undetermi ned number of wounded . l 9  

Twel ve Regul ators were tried for treason and al l were con­

victed , but only six were hanged . The rest were pardoned by the 

governor ,  except Husband and a few other l eaders . Tryon had offered 

cl emency to a l l who woul d lay down thei r arms and submi t to authority. 

Wi thin six weeks ,  6 ,409 submitted and l ater received pardons from the 

1 9Wi l l iam S. Powel l ,  The War of the Regul ati on and the Battl e 
of Al amance, May 1 6 , 1 771  (Ral ei gh,  N . C . , 1 976) , 23 . 



Ki ng through newly-appoi nted Governor Jos iah  Martin .20 Meanwhi l e ,  

Husband had fl ed the field  at Al amance before the battl e ,  whi ch l ed 

many to condemn him as  a cowardly deserter who fl ed h i s  fol l owers i n  

thei r hour of need . Some , however ,  remembered that Husband was of 
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.. Quaker associ ation and procl i vi ties ,  i f  not of Quaker M rth and that 

possi bly he l ooked upon the use of carnal force as si nful  . .. 21 Others 

were rather harsh i n  the ir  views of Husband : 

The odor thereof ( i . e . ,  Battl e )  remi nded him of what up 
to that time he seems to have forgotten , that he was a 
Quaker wi th conscientious scruples  agai nst carnal warfare .  
So l eaving h i s  l ess  p ious fol l owers to try conc lus ions wi th 
the hated Tryon he scampered away to Pennsyl van ia . 22 

Many hi storians have soug ht to pl ace the Soc i ety at the center 

of the War of the Regul ation . Whi l e  i t  i s  true the Regul ation d id  

break out i n  Orange County, a center of  Quakeri sm in  western North 

Carol ina,  the Society as a whol e condemned the affa i r  when i t  turned 

to mob v iol ence and armed revol t .  Yet h i storian El i Caruthers seemed 

to thi nk Quakers shou ld  share part of the responsi bi l i ty for the war : 

There i s  no cl ass of peopl e in  the country who are better 
acqua i nted with al l bus i ness transactions of ordi nary l i fe 
or who have a more correct understandi ng of their  rights 
and priv i l eges as  c it izens ;  but the Quakers , i f  they were 
not foremost i n  the Regulation , appear to have uni ted 
hearti ly i n  a l l  the measures for the correction of abuses , 
except fighting ,  and i t  i s  said that some of  them had metal 
enough to try thei r hand at that too .� 

20Lefl er and Newsome , North Carol i na ,  1 89 .  

21 N .  C .  Recs . ,  VI I ,  xxix .  

22whi te ,  "Church  Quarrel and What Resul ted , 11 93 .  

23E .  W .  Caruthers , A Sketch of the Life and Character of the 
Rev . Dav id  Cal dwel l (Greensboro , N . C. , 1842) , l OO. 
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Thi s i dea may have been founded partly on the charge l evel ed by 

Governor Tryon that the Regul ators were a faction of Bapti sts and 

Quakers who were trying to overthrow the Church of England . 24 How­

ever , thi s charge i s  more eas i ly  made than proven . Wel l -known Quaker 

hi storian Stephen Weeks ta kes i ssue wi th i t  by respondi ng :  11Wi thout 

enteri ng at al l into the merits of that struggl e ,  i t  i s  sufficient to 

say that Friends ,  as  a body, had nothi ng to do wi th i t, and i n  their  

official  capaci ty condemned it  to the ful l est extents . .. 25 

Al thoug h the vi ew that the Society supported the Regul ators i s  

unfounded , several Friends were l ater deal t wi th by their  meetings for 

compl ic ity i n  the movement . The minutes from Cane Creek for 1 766 , 

when the troubl es  were fi rst mentioned , d i sclose that six  members were 

di sowned for attend i ng a 11d i sorderl y meeti ng ,  .. probably one of the many 

mass meetings hel d i n  the county . 26 Al l throughout the Regu lator 

years , 1 766 to 1 771 , members were frequently di sowned for anything 

assoc iated wi th the movement .  A cl ose examination of the Western 

Quarterly  Meeti ng Minutes di sproves any accusation of Quaker invol ve­

ment. In the Regul ator period , Cane Creek di sowned or had denia l s 

publ i shed aga i nst a total of twenty-eight members on grounds rangi ng 

from 11attendi ng a di sorderly meeti ng .. and joi ning  a group refusing to 

pay taxes to actual ly taki ng up arms . In  1 77 1  eighteen men were 

di sowned, s ixteen of them two weeks after the Battl e of Al amance . 

The l i st  of members di sowned i ncl udes many promi nent members of the 

24Weeks , Southern Quakers and Sl avery, 1 78 .  

25I bi d . ,  1 82 .  

26Cane Creek Monthly Meeting Minutes for February 1 766 . 



commun i ty :  Hermon Cox i n  1 769 for jo in i ng the Regulators , and i n  

1 771 , Benjami n  and James Underwood , Joshua Di xon , Isaac Cox and h i s  
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two sons ,  Herman and Samuel ,  and Thomas Pugh ,  al ong wi th several others 

for a i d ing them . 27 The New Garden Meeti ng was equal ly zeal ous i n  

mai ntai ni ng the Quaker testimony aga inst war .  Jesse Lane and Edward 

Thornbrough were expel l ed for joining the Regul ati on . Three i n  al l 

were di sowned by the New Garden Monthly Meeti ng for joining ,  and a 

fourth condemned himsel f i n  meeti ng for a iding "wi th a gun . " 28 

However, for every Friend who hel ped both Regu l ators and m i l i tia 

vol untari ly ,  there were many who were forced to contri bute to the war 

aga i nst thei r wi l l .  From time to time duri ng the period , Friends were 

forced to meet demands for provi sions  and equi pment for the provincial  

forces fi ght ing the Regul ators. The Quakers l i vi ng around Rocky Ri ver 

and Cane Creek i n  Orange County were requested by Governor Tryon : 

• • .  to furni sh for Hi s Majesty ' s Troops now marchi ng 
under my command Si x wagon l oads of Fl ower [fl our] from 
the peop le  of your Society and al so Six abl e wagons and 
teams with sufficient Drivers to attend the Troops wi th  
the sai d  Fl ower. The Waggons and Teams wi l l  be returned 
when the service i s  over. 29 

Al though the governor promi sed to return what he "borrowed , "  i t  i s  

doubtful that the Friends i n  question compl ied vol untari l y  wi th the 

order. When Tryon took s ix  wagon l oads of flour from the Quakers of 

Cane Creek ,  the Regulators i ntercepted them, thereupon Tryon ' s  men 

recaptured them and took three additiona l  l oads from Simon Dixon ' s  

27cane Creek Monthly Meeti ng Minutes for September 1 769 .  

28New Garden Monthly Meeting Minutes for June 1 771 . 

29N .  C .  Recs . ,  V II I, 61 0 .  



mi l l ,  who accordi ng to the Crown 11favored and assi sted the 

rebel s . n30 
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It  is i nteresti ng to note that i n  a simi l ar case the col onial  

government refused to fu l fi l l  i ts promi se to pay for suppl i es i t  

11requested . 11 Fri ends made 11 sundry cla ims sa i d  to be incurred i n  the 

l ate Expedi tion reported a s  fol lows v i z .  Quakers between Reedy Fork 

and Haw Ri ver for 1 0  stears [steers] -I: 27 1 5s .  n31 Fri ends al so made 

mi l i tary cl aims i n  1 773 for restitution of the fl our wagons , and these 

too were d i sal l owed . 32 

The War of the Regul ation wa s a forecast of the tria l s  the 

Quakers wou ld  have to face i n  the comi ng revol ution . When i t  became 

apparent that such confl icts wou l d  eventual ly resu l t  i n  greater 

bl oodshed , the North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng convened on October 27 , 

1 775,  to i ssue an epi stl e which set forth the posi tion of North 

Carol i na Fri ends wi th regard to any future pol i tical  contests . I t  

read in  part : 

Dearly Bel oved Fri ends and Brethren 
I t  Seemth Good and necessary to us  at thi s time of genera l 
di stress and unatural commotions to revive to you serious 
and wei ghty consi deration for rul e  and practice the anci ent 
and honourable testimony and princ ip le  of Fri ends i n  respect 
to the King and Government touchi ng the present appositions 
of the Provincial  and Conti nental Meeti ngs .  

We s incerely decl are that i t  hath been our judgement 
and princ ipl e  from the first to thi s day, that the setti ng 

30I bi d . , XIX,  847 .  

31 I bi d . ,  I X ,  527 ; Wi l l i am S.  Powel l , James K .  Huhta , 
Thomas J .  Farnham, eds . ,  The Retul ators i n  North Carol i na :  
Documentary Hi story, 1 759-1 776 Ral eigh ,  N . C . , l 97l ) , 541 . 

32N .  C .  Recs . ,  I X ,  496-97 . 
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up and pu l l i ng down of Ki ngs and Governours i s  God ' s  pecul iar 
prerogati ve for causes best known to himsel f and i t  i s  not 
our bus i ness to have any hand or Contri vance there i n ,  nor to 
be Bussie Bodies  i n  Matters above our station much l ess  to 
contrive the ru i n  and overturn of any of them ; but to Pray 
for the King and for the Safety of our nation , and Good of 
al l men that we may l i ve a peaceabl e and Qui et l ife i n  al l 
Godl i ness and Honesty under the Government God i s  p leased to 
set over us ,  and to yield a Chearful and active obedi ence to 
al l good and whol esome Laws and gi ve peaceabl e submi ssion to 
al l such Laws as  do interfere wi th our consc ience by suffer­
i ng under them wi thout resi stance or anything more than to 
peti tion  or remonstrate agai nst them . 33 
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Thi s epi stl e defi ned the pri nci pl es which  governed North Carol i na 

Quakers throughout the turbulent revol utionary years . Rei terati ng 

the ir  opposi tion to war yet avowi ng their  a l l egiance to the Crown and 

i ns i sting that many engaged i n  the di spute wi th Engl and were 11Honest 

and Uprig ht ,  .. i t  al so spoke of al l 11Pl ott i ngs ,  conspiracies , and 

Insurrections as works of Darkness .. and remi nded Friends of advice from 

London and Phi l adel phia Quakers 11not to i nterfere , meddl e  or concern 

i n  these party affa i rs . n34 

The London Epi stl e of 1 775 was qui te expl i c it  about staying 

cl ear of the fray : 11We entreat a l l the membershi p to enter as l i ttl e 

i nto consternation respecting them ( present heats and commotions )  and 

da i ly to seek for and abide under the i nfl uence of that heavenly 

princi pl e whi ch l eads to fol l ow peace al l men • • • •  u35 In the same 

year ,  North Carol i na Friends were abl e to reply that 11 they had been 

favored with that wi sdom so as  general ly  to endeavor to keep 

33North Carol i na Yearly Meeting Mi nutes for 1 775 .  

34I bi d .  

35Pri nted London Epi stl e for 1 775 , Gui l ford Col l ege , Quaker 
Col l ection . Al l Epi s tl es hence ci ted are from thi s  col l ection . 
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themsel ves c l ear i n  that respect . 11 36 Al l through the pre-revol utionary 

years the London Epi stles urged l oyal ty to the Ki ng . 37 Continual ly 

l i nked wi th the message of l oyal ty wa s  the tenet of peace . Friends 

were urged to avoid al l acts , even that of being spectators at tra i n­

i ng grounds ,  which might i n  any way compromi se the i r  pri nc ipl es . 38 

I n  1 772 the North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng al so went to great 

l engths to establ i sh i ts l oyal ty to the Crown . It  sent Governor 

Josiah Marti n ,  who had repl aced Wi l l i am Tryon, the fol l owi ng message : 

We have l eave i n  true simpl i c ity to congratulate thee on 
thy safe arri val in thi s Provi nce and hope our Peaceabl e 
behaviour and submi ssion to those i n  authori ty ,  accord i ng 
to our Rel igious Pri nci pl es ,  wi l l  Man i fest our Duty and 
affection to our King and Superi ors . . • • Permi t us ,  
at thi s time to assert our Loyal ty and attachment to Ki ng 
George the Thi rd . . • •  39 

Thus Quakers i n  North Ca rol ina strove to be l oyal to the King 

but not to hi s army.  It  was an extremely difficul t task .  

Quakers i n  the col ony watched wi th growi ng a l arm as they saw 

the l i nes bei ng drawn between those who were di ssati sfied with the 

Crown and those who defended i t .  Their rel ig ious pri nc ipl es forbade 

them from condoning the overthrow of any establ i shed government ; 

obedi ence to the exi sti ng goverrment , when such obedience did  not 

run counter to consci ence , was a fundamenta l duty .  To American Whigs  

thi s seemed to pl ace the Quakers i n  the Loyal i st camp , but the Society 

36North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng Mi nutes for 1 775 .  

37Pri nted London Epi stl es for 1 763 and 1 753 . 

38Arthur J .  Mekeel , 11The Rel ation of the Quakers to the Ameri ­
can Revo 1 uti on ,  11 Qua ker Hi story, LXV ( 1 976 ) ,  1 3 .  

39North Carol i na Yearl y Meeti ng Minutes for 1 772 .  
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was not a Tory organi zation.  On the other hand , s i nce the Friends 

would not d i rectly hel p the Crown , they seemed to be i n  sympathy wi th 

the rebel s .  Fri ends a s  a uni ted body probably di d not al ways approve 

the shifting pol icies  of the Briti sh mi ni stry, but nei ther did  they 

bel ieve i n  revol ution . They wanted to be counted out of the whol e 

business ,  to rema i n  peaceful l y  i n  the ir  homes and to be neutral s i n  

the confl i ct whi ch they saw coming . Such a course was imposs i bl e , 

however , i n  the heat of revol ution , and the Society was soon dodg i ng 

barbs from both s i des . Si nce Friends had a concurrent testimony 

aga inst war and revol ution , they were pl aced i n  qui et opposi tion to 

the American cause . 

One ·North Carol i na Quaker who turned hi s back on the peace 

testimony was Joseph Hewes of Edenton , who s igned the Decl aration of 

I ndependence . Al though not an active member of the Society, Hewes 

never offi cial ly separated himse l f  from i t  and was never di sowned . 

Hi stori ans d i ffer i n  assayi ng Hewes ' s  actions . One v iew g ives the 

i mpression that Hewes very rel uctantly gave i n  to the overwhelming 

pressures for i ndependence and agon i zed greatl y  over that dec i si on .  

The opposi te vi ew suggests that Hewes compl etel y abandoned hi s Quakeri sm 

and that hi s o ld  pri nci pl es never i nfl uenced hi s dec is ion to s ign  the 

Decl aration . Wal ter S i kes,  a noted North Caro l i na hi storian  at the 

turn of the twentieth century,  sa i d  11H i s  Quaker tra in i ng Hewes threw 

as ide easi ly .  u40 However, more contemporary evidence i s  provi ded by a 

fel l ow si gner of the Decl aration of I ndependence ,  John Adams . 

40Wal ter Si kes ,  11 Joseph Hewes, " North Caro l i na Bookl et, I V  
( 1 905 ) ,  27 . 



Adams fel t  Hewes searched hi s soul before commi tti ng himsel f to the 

Revol uti on . In  a l etter Adams said : 

For many days the majori ty depended on Mr . Hewes of North 
Carol i na .  Whi l e  a member one day was speak i ng and readi ng 
documents from a l l the col onies , to prove that the publ ic  
opi n ion ,  the general sense of  a l l  wa s in  favor of  the 
measure , when he came to North Carol i na ,  and produced 
l etters and publ i c  proceedings which demonstrated that the 
majori ty of that col ony were i n  favor of i t, he started 
suddenly upright and l i fti ng up both hi s hands to Heaven , 
as  i f  he had been i n  a trance , cri ed out ,  11 l t  i s  done,  and 
I wi l l  a bi de by i t .  n41 

Even though Adams was rel yi ng on memori es of events several decades 

ol d ,  hi s v iew seems cl ose to the truth . 

Hewes , a bi rthright Friend , was orig ina l l y  from New Jersey 

where he retai ned h i s  membershi p i n  the Chesterfiel d Monthly Meeti ng 

unti l hi s death . Many of hi s fami ly were Friends , and the fact that 

57 

he never rel inqu i shed hi s membership makes for a strong argument that 

he mainta ined at l east some Quaker idea l s . 42 Hewes moved south to 

Edenton , North Carol i na ,  to seek economic prosperi ty .  He was 

described by Dr. Benjami n Rush as 11a pl ai n merchant, wel l acqua i nted 

wi th  busines s .  He sel dom spoke i n  Congress ,  but was very useful  o n  

commi ttees . n43 Thus Hewes was swept u p  i n  the revol utionary and 

mi l itary acti vi ties that swi rled around many of hi s Quaker compatriots 

i_n North Carol i na .  He was but one of many Fri ends who were forced 

4l nJohn Adams to Wi l l iam Pl umer , March 28 , 1 81 3 , 11 The Works 
of John Adams ( 1 0  vol s . ,  Boston , 1 856 ) ,  X, 35 . 

42charl es Franci s Jenki ns , 11Joseph Hewes , the Quaker Signer .. 
i n  Chi l dren of Light : In  Honor of Rufus M .  Jones , ed . Howard H .  
Bri nton (New York, 1 938) , 239 .  

43I bi d . ,  21 4 .  



to fight the confl i cti ng currents of patriotic impul se and rel i gious 

princi pl e .  
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In addi tion to pol i tical di scord , another probl em that per­

pl exed the Society was Negro slavery . I n  the col onial  and revol utionary 

periods many Quakers in  North Carol i na owned sl aves and only gradua l l y  

and rel uctantl y d id  the Soc iety beg in  to enforce i ts earl i er ant i ­

sl avery pri nc ip les .  As far back as 1 675,  Wi l l i am Edmundson wrote an 

epi stl e to Fri ends in America in whi ch he denounced the hol ding of 

sl aves . Wi l l i am Penn took the same vi ew of sl avery and made attempts 

to improve the condi tion of sl aves by l eg i sl ation . 44 The man who most 

i nfl uenced anti -sl avery forces in North Carol i na ,  however , was the 

Pennsyl vania Quaker, John Wool man . He vi s ited the col ony several 

times and summari zed h is  posi tion on s lavery i n  an epi stl e to the 

Friends of New Garden and Cane Creek i n  1 757 : 

Where sl aves are purchased to do our l abour , numerous 
di ffi cul ties  attend i t .  To rational creatures bondage 
i s  uneasy, and frequently occasions soundness and di s­
content in them that affects the fami ly  and such a s  
c la im  the ma stery over them . Thu s peopl e and thei r 
chi l dren are many times encompassed wi th vexations,  which  
ari se from their  applying to wrong methods to get a 
l i vi ng . 45 

To Woolman , sl avery was bad for the master as  wel l as  the sl ave . Many 

North Carol i na Fri ends saw wi sdom i n  Wool man ' s  words and , through the 

Standi ng Commi ttee of the North Carol i na Yearly Meeting , urged the 

provincial Assembly to petition Parl iament for the abol i tion of the 

sl ave trade . Wri tten i n  1 772 , their  peti tion reads i n  part : "We 

44weeks , Southern Quakers and Sl avery,  1 98 .  

45wool man,  Journal , 21 1 .  
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cannot but invi te our fel l ow subjects and especi a l l y  the Representatives 

of North Carol i na • • .  to join  • . • i n  present ing to the throne 

• . . , i n  order to have so great [a] torrent of evi l  effectual ly 

stopped • • • • 11 46 A year earl i er the North Carol i na Yearly Meeting 

prohi bi ted al l Fri ends from own ing sl aves , condemned slavery, and 

ordered members who owned sl aves to set them free . Fri ends were for-

bidden to buy or sel l sl aves , except when necessary to keep a sl ave 

fami ly together . Unfortunately, not al l Fri ends freed thei r sl aves , 

but the majority di d .  One such gentl eman who tried was the weal thy 

and i nfl uential  Thomas Newby of Perquimans .  

In 1 772 Newby expressed hi s uneasi nes s a bout possessing sl aves 

and asked the Perquimans County Court to al l ow him to free hi s sl ave 

woman Hannah on grounds of her meri torious service and because she was 

too ol d to conti nue heavy work . The court refused and apparently 

Hannah was not freed . 47 However, Newby • s acti ons show that .  the i dea 

of abol i tion was acceptabl e to Friends i n  North Carol i na and tha t  some 

e i ther freed or attempted to free their  sl aves . 

I t  wa s i n  sl avery that Fri ends were to fi nd a fresh battl e­

ground with the new government of the Un i ted States of America .  

Quakers were qu ick  to poi nt out the i nconsi stencies between the 

revol uti onary rhetoric  about freedom for a l l men and the fact that 

blacks were sti l l  kept i n  sl avery. Thus Quakers were forced to 

chal l enge the Decl aration of Independence ,  not only on the grounds 

46standing Commi ttee of the North Carol i na Yearl y Meeting for 
1 772 .  

47cal hoon,  Rel igion and the Ameri can Revol uti on i n  North 
Carol i na ,  46 . 



that H promoted viol ence and the "pu l l i ng down" of an establ i shed 

government but a l so because i t  ignored the i ssue of sl avery and onl y  

pretended to stand for the equal i ty o f  al l men . 

Confl i cts over bl ack sl avery were on ly some of the probl ems 

which threatened the Soc iety i n  the years precedi ng the American 

Revol uti on . The i ssues of peace, war and al l eg iance , i n  addi tion to 

sl avery,  al l combi ned to pul l at the Society .  The cl ouds which 
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Friends had vi ewed wi th a larm at the turn of the eighteenth century 

were now di rectly overhead and turbul ence had begun . The North 

Caro l i na Quakers were on the verge of entering a period of testing and 

sufferi ng such  as Friends had not experienced si nce the years of 

persecution a century earl ier .  They had rema ined true to their  bel i efs 

and sti l l  hel d  some i nfl uence , but woul d they survi ve the turbul ence 

of war once agai n?  The answer to the question of whether the Society 

of Fri ends woul d  weather the storm successful l y  lay many long bitter 

years i nto the future . 



CHAPTER IV  

THE 11 CARNAL SWORD11 I S  DRAWN : FRIENDS AND THE 

EARLY YEARS OF THE REVOLUTION 

During the turbul ent years of the American Revo lution Friends 

i n  North Caro l i na faced serious probl ems , some of them simi l ar to 

those of the col onial  period ; but i t  wa s the nature of the war i tsel f, 

rather than any specific  attack upon the Quakers , whi ch caused the 

Friends much sufferi ng . The Society continued to find i t  extremely 

d ifficul t to l i ve accord i ng to i ts anc ient testimonies ,  and pacifism 

seemed nearly impossi bl e . However , Quakers i n  North Caro l i na remai ned 

true to these testimonies and were neutral in thought as wel l as i n  

deed. Fri ends were forced to face more d irectl y than i n  any other 

period the probl ems of mi l i tary service ,  l oyal ty oaths , and fines , 

and they were al so compel l ed to deal wi th d i ssenters wi thi n their  

midst .  They treated these wayward Friends wi th a harshness exceeding 

that of the state government toward Quakers themsel ves . 

The major mi l i tary campa igns of the American Revol ution d id  not 

i nvol ve the South unti l the l ater years of the struggl e ,  and the 

experiences of the North Carol i na Friends refl ected the si tuation . 

Al though there was a l arge percentage of Tories i n  the state , the 

Loyal i st s  had been deal t a crushing defeat at the Battl e of Moore ' s  

Creek Bridge near Wi lmi ngton on February 27 , 1 776 . Thi s overwhelming 

American victory, which has been cal l ed the 11lexington and Concord of 

the South , .. di scouraged a powerful Bri ti sh naval force from l andi ng i n  

North Carol i na i n  May and sent them i nstead on a vai n  a ssaul t aga i nst 
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Charl eston , South Carol i na .  The tide of war turned away from North 

Carol i na ,  and during the next four years the state was free from 

i nvasion from wi thout and i nsurrection from wi thin . l Yet al though 

there were no mi l i tary battl es in North Carol i na during thi s period , 

there was a conti nuou s  series of l egal battl es  being fought between 

Quakers and the newly-formed state government . In  July of 1 776 , the 

Americans had decl ared thei r independence i n  Phi l adel phia ,  al though 

there was no menti on of thi s fact in any records of North Carol i na 

Fri ends duri ng that year . In i gnoring the s i tuation ,  North Carol i na 

Quakers were fol l owing the lead of the Phi l adel phia Yearly Meeti ng , 

which simply establ i shed a code of conduct for the troubl es whi ch 

were to ensue wi th no other comment .  If  Carol i na Quakers coul d  

i gnore the Decl aration of Independence , they coul d not ignore the 

actions  of the government that represented i t  i n  North carol i na . 

Among the earl iest recorded l eg i s l ation was a recogniti on of 

the uniqueness of  the Quakers,  Moravians , and Dunkards i n  the ir  

rel i gious  bel iefs . 2 The state government was obviously wi l l i ng to 

tol erate di ssent and d id  not desire to dri ve Quakers from the area , 

cons ideri ng them i ndustrious,  honest ,  and untroubl esome . Thi s d id  
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not mean that the government woul d exempt Quakers from sharing the 

burdens of the war ,  however , l eading to an  addi t ional area of confl i ct 

between the two groups . I t  was sti l l  hazardous to be a Quaker i n  

Carol i na duri ng the war years . In  addition ,  ol d probl ems continued 

l Lefler and Newsome , North carol i na ,  2 1 3-1 5 .  

2 "Journal of the Provincial  Congress"  (Apri l 1 9 , 1 776 } , 
N .  c. Recs . ,  X ,  526 . 
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to plague the Soci ety duri ng thi s time . North Carol i na Quakers woul d 

not bear arms , pay muster or "draughti ng" fees ,  or h i re substi tute 

sol diers; and whi l e  the government was under arms their  only connection 

wi th i t  came as  they exerci sed their  ri ght of peti tion , for they woul d  

not take an oath or affirmation to i t ,  pay taxes whi ch might support 

i ts mi l i tary operations , or hol d office under i t . 3 Fri ends decl i ned 

to vote for del egates to the state consti tut ional convention i n  1 776 

a nd al so debated over the use of paper money i ssued by the revol ution­

ary government .  Fi nal ly,  the Standing Commi ttee of the Ea stern 

Quarter compromi sed and deci ded that s i nce Fri ends were on a " l evel 

wi th the i r  Neighbors and Fel low Subjects i n  Transacti ng Common Affa irs 

of Bus iness i n  thi s l ife , "  they were l eft free "to take or decl i ne 

these b i l l s  accord i ng to the cl ear Freedom of their  own mi nds . "4 

Thi s compromi s i ng spir it  permeated both Quaker and revol utionary 

thought duri ng the period . Sti l l , l i ving consi stently wi th the Peace 

Testimony took on a new compl exi ty never foreseen i n  earl ier days and 

produced severe economic  repercussions . 

Headi ng the l i st  of probl ems was the ol d question of mi l i tary 

service . Al though North Carol ina Quakers and other conscientious  

objectors had been virtual ly exempt from mi l i tia  service at the time 

war broke out , fi nes were imposed i n  1 776 and were ra i sed as the war 

progressed . s Monetary chasti sement seems to have been the major 

3oorothy Gi 1 bert Thorne , " North Carol i na Fri ends and the 
Revol ution , "  North Carol i na Hi storical Revi ew,  XXVI I I  ( 1 961 ) ,  324-25. 

4stand i ng Commi ttee of the Eastern Quarterly Meeting Mi nutes 
for January 1 776 . 

Sarock , Paci fi sm i n  the Uni ted States , 1 69 .  
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way the revol utionary government puni shed di ssenters such as  the 

Quakers , not only for mi ss ing mi l i tary service ,  but al so for every 

conceivabl e  o ffense . The Mi l i tia  Law passed by the new state 

assembly i n  1 776 exempted 11Quakers , Moravians and Dunkards , who 

conscientiously scrupl e beari ng arms and a s  such have no occas ion for 

fi re arms . .. I t  al so provided , however , that Fri ends must substi tute 

others i n  thei r pl ace or pay a fi ne of � 1 0 . 6 Subsequent mi l i tia 

l aws were pa ssed in 1 777 and 1 778 to deal further with the mi l i tary 

servi ce of the tradi tional peace churches i n  North Carol i na--the 

Fri ends,  Moravians ,  Dunkards and Mennoni tes .  The Act of  1 777 

provi ded that any person produci ng a proper authenticated certi ficate 

from the 11Yearly or quarterly meeting of the Society of Peopl e cal led 

Quakers11 woul d be exempt from mi l i tary service.  However , they woul d  

now be subject to a fi ne of � 2 5  to be l evied i n  .. goods , and chattel s ,  

l ands and  tenements . . . in  Lieu of the ir  personal Service . 11 7 

Joseph Newby, who was di sowned for marrying out (marryi ng a non­

Quaker) objected to the draft in 1 778 . He was deni ed an exemption as  

al l other non-Fri ends were , but ni ne other Quaker consci entious 

objectors who were better able  to produce proof of membershi p were 

granted exemption . 8 A few non-Quakers attempted to pass as members of 

the Society to escape mi l i tary service but were never very successful . 

Since the respons i bi l i ties of the state government i nc l uded 

ra i si ng an army a s  wel l  a s  securi ng money to support i t, the mi l i tia  

6N .  C .  Recs . ,  X,  526 . 

7I bi d . ,  XXIV,  1 1 7 .  

8srock , Pac ifi sm i n  the Uni ted States , 1 96 .  
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l aw was changed i n  1 778 to requi re the Quakers to furni sh substi tutes.  

The act read : 

The Quakers , Dunkers , Moravians ,  and Mennoni tes sha l l furni sh 
men i n  proportion to their  respective numbers i n  each county ,  
and i n  defaul t thereof , the commandi ng offi cer o f  each and 
every county i s  hereby empowered to h ire men i nstead of the 
men to be by them furn i shed . 9 

The act was unsuccessful , however,  and never real l y  produced adequate 

manpower . The 1 776 and 1 777 l aws ra i sed money but not men , and the 

1 778 l aw i ntended to do the l atter fa i l ed al so .  

Al though mi l i tary service was traditional ly  the Society • s 

greatest trava i l ,  more onerous was the money Friends were forced to 

pay i n  the revol utionary years . Qua kers i n  the Tar Heel State kept a 

careful record of a l l fi nes they pai d  by di stress or otherwi se .  

These 11 Sufferi ngs11 varied from year to year accordi ng to  the demands 

of the government . Fri ends al so refused to pay taxes to support the 

war ,  but they did not res i st confi scations of thei r property for 

nonpayment of taxes . In  1 777 the state of North Caro l i na passed an 

act concerni ng Quakers in Gui l ford County . Part I I I  read : 

Persons of the Peopl e  cal l ed Quakers have been fi ned for 
not attend ing Mi l i tia  Duty, and many of thei r Horses and 
other Effects have been sol d for the Payment of the sa i d  
Fi nes , whereby considerabl e  Sums of Money remai n  i n  the 
Sher iff • s Hands after sati sfyi ng the same , which  the sai d  
Peop l e cal l ed Quakers , from consci entious Scrupl es , refuse 
to receive .  • • . 1 0 

The fine was one of six  pence over and a bove the three pence for every 

pound of taxabl e property bel ongi ng to the Quakers .  In  1 779 ,  the 

9North carol ina Gazette , May 8 ,  1 778 . 

l ON .  C .  Recs . , XXIV ,  1 37 .  



state confi scated Quaker property val ued at more than � 2 , 000 to 

settl e mi l i tary f ines . Wi thi n two years the sum rose to over 

� 4 ,ooo . l l  
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There were three di stinct types of taxes l evied whi ch caused 

probl ems for the Tar Heel Friends : di rect mi l i tary taxes which they 

refused to pay ; mixed taxes , toward whi ch a cons iderabl e number of 

Friends adopted an attitude of non-cooperation ; and those taxes that 

were unquestionably non-mi l i tary .  The most d iffi cul t probl em 

concern i ng these taxes was that the Quakers d i d  not know where to 

draw the l i ne . l 2  The Eastern Quarter paid  war taxes , whi l e  the 

Western Quarter refused to pay . I n  a l etter from Qua ker Robert 

Pl easants to fel l ow Fri end Thomas Ni cho l son i n  1 779 ,  Pl easants argued 

aga i nst the payment of any tax . He attacked the Eastern Quarter for 

payi ng and pra i sed the Western Quarter for i ts refusal . l 3 Several of 

the meeti ngs took  the ir  own individual stands . The New Garden 

Monthly Meeti ng exp la ined the reasons why i t  cou ld  not urge i ts 

members to pay: 

Dear Friends we of the committee appoi nted to take under 
our cons ideration whether i t  wi l l  be cons i stent wi th our 
rel ig ious Pri nci p les ,  for Friends to pay the present 
Tax now demanded . . • . We do agree to . report as  our 
sense and judgement that Fri ends cannot (consi stent wi th 
our holy profession ) comply therewi th . • • •  1 4  

l l North Carol i na Yearly  Meeti ng Minutes for 1 779 and 1 781 . 

1 2srock ,  Paci fi sm i n  the Uni ted States ,  21 4 .  

1 3weeks , Southern Quakers and Sl avery,  1 85 .  

1 4New Garden Monthly Meeti ng Mi nutes for February 1 778 . 
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The Western Quarterl y Meeting Mi nutes of 1 778 agreed wi th New Garden 

11that Friends cannot consi stent with our holy profession comply .. with 

the war tax .  A spec ial commi ttee was appoi nted to take under con­

s i deration whether or not Quakers could  pay the 11present taxes now 

demanded . n l 5  

Wi thin two years the v ie�s of the Western Quarterly Meeti ng 

softened and i t  acknowl edged the exi stence of 11 some di fference i n  the 

sentiments of some friends i n  respect of g iv ing i n  the i r  rateabl es to 

be taxed . ul 6  The North Carol i na Yearl y  Meeting of 1 778 had al so urged 

Friends to careful ly consider whether or not to pay the tax but made 

no i ron-cl ad rul ing .  

Having  been graciously owned together in  our  Del i beration 
throughout the Several Settings of thi s our honoured 
Assembly fi nd freedom to recommend to Friends i n  general 
a cl ose and sol i c it  cons ideration whether the payment of 
taxes under the present commotions be consi stent with our 
peaceabl e pri nc ipl es .  • • . 1 7  

Whatever the d i fferences between the Ea stern and Western Quarters, the 

records of the Yearl y Meeti ng i ndicate that over a period of six  years 

( 1 777-1 783 ) i ndi vi dual Friends pai d  about t 9 ,888 i n  taxes ,  fines , and 

mi l i tary requ i si tions . l 8  Thi s  form of fi nancia l  pun i shment seems to 

have taken precedence over al l other methods for control l i ng di ssenters 

i_n the state . 

1 5western Quarterly Meeti ng Minutes for November 29, 1 778 . 

1 6standi ng Commi ttee of the Western Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
for September 1 780. 

1 7North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng Minutes for 1 778 . 

1 8North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng Minutes  for 1 776 , 1 777 ,  1 778, 
1 779, 1 780 and 1 781 . 
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However , mi l i tary service and taxes were not the only areas i n  

whi ch Fri ends were pressured economi cal ly.  Fri ends were forced to pay 

taxes and fines not on ly for exemption but al so for refusi ng to take 

oaths of a l l eg iance to the new government . North carol i na Quakers who 

decl ined to take the oath were required to pay a threefo l d  tax , a sum 

tri pl e  the normal tax rate . Cl early here i s  another exampl e of the 

monetary chasti sement so preval ent i n  the early war years . Friends 

l ater were permi tted to make a special  affirmation to the state 

government on cond i tion that they pai d  the threefo l d  tax . In addi tion , 

Quakers were troubl ed by l ocal taxes amounti ng to as  much a s  seven 

times the norma l tax that might be col l ected from an i ndi v idual for 

refusing to take an oath of affirmation, serve i n  the mi l i ti a  or pay 

mi l i tary taxes. A fourfol d tax was used in a simi l ar manner to force 

i nha bi tants of the state to provide an i nventory of thei r taxabl e  

property. Si nce thi s l i st was used to sei ze property of del i nquent 

taxpayers , i t  was probably d irected aga i nst the Qua kers .  Fri ends 

offered only passive resi stance to the tax l aw and l ost many of their  

goods . l 9  It  was thei r refusal to  take the oath of al l egiance , 

however , that l ed to even greater property l oss . At one poi nt , a l l 

the Friends i n  Perquimans County had thei r proprty confi scated for 

thei r refusal to subscribe to the test of a l l egiance.  When they 

compl ained to higher authorit ies ,  the action wa s  rescinded and their 

property was returned . 20 The revolutionary government was apparentl y  

1 9Roger Sappington , "North Carol i na and the Non-Resi stant 
Sects During the American War of I ndependence , .. Quaker Hi story,  LX 
( 1 971 ) ' 43-46. 

2DMekeel , "The Rel ation of the Quakers to the American 
Revol ution , "  1 6 .  



wi l l i ng to prevent al i enation of a s i zabl e  mi nori ty whose support i t  

desi red . 
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The a l l egiance l egi sl ation passed i n  1 777 requi red the renun­

c iation of the King and a decl aration of l oyal ty to the con ti nental 

cause . I ts purpose was to weed out the Tories , but the Quakers , of 

course , ran afoul of i t . Their punishment , as previously noted , was 

heavy fi nes . After the l eg i sl ati on was passed , the Yearly Meeti ng of 

1 777 declared that Fri ends coul d not take an oath of a l l egiance to the 

newly-establ i shed government of the Uni ted States . The mi nutes read : 

As we have a lways declared that we bel i eved i t  to be 
unl awful for us to be active in  war ,  and fi ghting wi th 
carnal weapons ,  and as  we concei ve that the proposed 
affi nmation approves of the present measures , which are 
carried on and supported by mi l i tary force , we cannot 
engage or joi n  wi th ei ther party therein ;  bei ng bound by 
our pri nc ipl es to bel ieve that the setting up  and pul l ing 
down of kings and governments , i s  God • s  pecul iar preroga­
tive ,  for cause best known to himsel f;  and that i t  i s  not 
our work or bus i ness to have any hand or contrivance 
therein ,  nor to be busybodi es i n  matters a bove our station ; 
so that as  we cannot be active for or agai nst any power we 
hope you wi l l  consi der our pri nci p l es a much stronger 
security to any State than any test that  can be requi red 
of us ; a s  we are now and shal l be i nnocent and peaceabl e  
i n  our severa l stations and cond it ions su bmi ss ive to the 
l aws , i n  wha tsoever they may justl y requ i re ,  or by peace­
a bly suffering wha t i s  or may be i nfl icted upon us , i n  
matters for which we cannot be active for conscience 
sake . 21 

The Assembly ,  once aga i n  wi shing to compromi se , al tered the 

oath of al l eg iance i n  1 778 i n  order 11to qui et the conscience and 

i ndul ge the rel ig ious Scruples of the Sects cal l ed Uni tas  Fratrum or 

Moravians,  Quakers , Menoni sts and Dunkards . 11 Here the i nfl uence of 

these sects , particul arl y  the Moravians and Quakers , i s  seen . 

21 North Carol i na Yearly Meeting Minutes  for 1 777 . 
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The principa l  changes in the l aw were the addi tion of the word 

11fi del i ty11 and the provi sion for 11ei ther an act ive or pass ive 

obed ience to the Powers and authori ti es of the government . n22 The 

Assembly would compromi se,  but only to a point ;  the Quakers wou ld  have 

to make some concessions al so . Yet these changes were not sufficient  

for the Society of Friends , as  the Yearly Meet i ng ' s  Standi ng 

Committee reported back to the General Assembly :  

That not wi thstandi ng we are i n  duty bound Grateful l y  to 
acknowl edge your . • • suspending the Execution of the 
Act of Assembly Requi r i ng the Test of Fidel i ty and 
Abjuration , and a l teri ng the word Al l egiance to Fidel i ty 
to soften the former act and make i t  eas ier to u s ,  yet 
we thi nk i t  rema i ns the same i n  substance • • • • 23 

The Western Quarterly Meeti ng Minutes echoed those of the Yearly 

Meeti ng , sayi ng : 1 1We cannot consi stentl y take any test whi l e  thi ngs 

remain unsettl ed and sti l l  to be determi ned by mi l i tary force with 

whi ch thi s meeti ng concurs . u24 The Standing  Committee of the Western 

Quarter further advi sed i ts monthl y  meetings to " l abor i n  a Spi r i t  of 

Love and meekness" wi th any of their  members who had "so far deviated 

as to act contrary to the whol esome rul es and adv ices • • •  by taki ng 

the present affirmation of Fi del i ty which hath brought pai n  and sorrow 

on many mi nds and we apprehend tends to l ay waste our Chri stian 

tf!stimony. n25 Members were to be gently made to see the error of thei r 

22N .  C .  Recs . ,  XXIV ,  21 9 .  

23stand i ng Commi ttee of the North Carol i na Yearly  Meeti ng 
Minutes for 1 779 .  

24western Quarterly Meeti ng Mi nutes for November 1 3 ,  1 779.  

25stand i ng Committee of the Western Quarterly Meeti ng Mi nutes 
for September 1 778 . 
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ways and if they coul d not , were to be di sowned . On thi s accord both 

Quarterly Meeti ngs were i n  agreement . 

The Standi ng Commi ttee of the Eastern Quarter addressed a 

peti tion to the Assembly thanking them for their  actions but expl ain ing 

that thei r "peaceabl e  princi pl es • • •  [whi ch] i n  us l ies  . • •  

[makes us] keep cl ear from joi ning wi th any party engaged i n  di sputes 

that are to be determi ned by mi l i tary forces . u26 Thus these bel i efs 

stood i n  the way of thei r taking the affirmation . The New Garden 

Monthl y  Meeti ng al so fi rml y  asserted that its members coul d not comply 

wi th the Al l egi ance Act . I t  appears that Friends were i nfl exi bl e i n  

thi s regard and woul d  not accept the compromi se offered by the 

revol utionary government . Cl early the Fri ends were the l east 

cooperative of any of the rel igious mi norities encountered by the new 

government during the Revol utionary War . I t  i s  i nteresti ng to note 

that the Moravi ans were al ways quick  to point  out that "we shoul d not 

be confused with the Quakers . . . and put i nto the same c lass wi th 

them. u27 

The most stri ki ng exampl e  of Qua ker resi stance to the demands 

of the state government occurred near the Piedmont monthly meeti ng of 

Centre . Soon after l earn ing that the fighting had begun , Ma tthew 

Osborne , an  expert gunsmith , di rectly di sobeyed the government ' s  

demand for suppl i es . Osborne had made many hunti ng rifles for hi s 

neighbors i n  the surrounding countryside and was asked to produce guns 

26standi ng Commi ttee of the Eastern Quarterly Meeti ng Mi nutes 
for January 1 779.  

27Adela ide L .  Fri es , ed . ,  Records of the Moravians i n  North 
Carol i na (8  vol s . , Ral eigh,  N . C . , 1 922-54) , IV, 1690 . 
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for the Conti nental  Army . He not only refused to do so,  but went  

around to hi s nei ghbors and bought back the guns previously sol d  them.  

These were taken back to hi s shop where the barre l s were heated and 

bent back to make them usel ess . In  thi s way, Osborne coul d  make sure 

that no ri fl e  he had made woul d ever be used i n  ta king human l i fe .  

Thus i n  hi s smal l way he prevented h i s  shop from becomi ng a muni ti ons  

pl ant for the "powers of  darkness . n28 Other Friends had been asked to 

sel l thei r fi rearms to the agents of the state government ,  al though "no 

compul sion  was to be exerc ised to i nduce them to thi s duty. " I n  thi s 

same connection ,  the Senate and the House i n  1 778 consi dered the 

desi rabi l i ty of requ i ring the non-resi stant sects to supply thei r share 

of cl othing for the army. However, thi s measure evidently  never 

became l aw . 29 In thi s i nstance, the North Carol i na state government 

showed more tol erance toward the Soc iety than had the previous royal 

col onia l  government.  

Al though a few i ndustrious Fri ends i n  the Al bermarl e section of 

the state cooperated to the extent of  maki ng shoes and sel l i ng them to 

the army, most Fr iends s imply wi shed to l i ve i n  peacefu l coexi stence 

or neutral i ty but were caused great d iffi cul t ies by those members who 

" bore arms i n  a warl i ke manner" and i ndul ged i n  "other d i sorderly  

pr
-
actices . u30 Meeti ngs deal t rather harshly with these di ssenters . 

28seth Hi nshaw, uaker I nfl uence on American  Ideal s :  An Over­
v iew ( Greensboro , N . C . ,  1 976 , 1 7 .  

29sappi ngton,  " North Carol i na and the Non-Resi stant Sects , "  37 . 

30Thorne ,  " North Carol i na Friends and the Revol uti on , "  350. 
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The new revo l utionary government,  i n  fact, was more l enient toward i ts 

nonconformi sts than the Soci ety was toward i ts own wayward members . 

The meetings condemned those who deviated from the Soci ety ' s  ancient 

pri nci pl es and expel l ed them from the rel i gious  communi ty .  

The meeting further condemned Friends who took the oath of  

affi rmation to the new state government .  Cal eb Truebl ood and Joseph 

Henry,  members of the Pasquotank Monthly Meeti ng ,  were "fu l l y  and 

openly condemned for their  taking of the affi rmation . "31 Other 

meeti ngs fol l owed sui t  and i n  1 779 Pasquotank agai n  condemned six more 

members for taki ng the affi rmation . 32 Furthermore , the meeti ngs were 

d i sturbed by other actions of members who partic i pated i n  some way i n  

the Revol utionary strugg le . Perquimans , the fi rst monthly meeting 

set up i n  the state,  had troubl e wi th Friends who enl i sted or hi red 

substi tutes ,  and several  complai nts were recorded i n  the mi nutes : 

Joseph Gri ffin for " l i st ing as a sol dier , " Wi l l i am Townsend for "being 

a partner i n  hi ring a man to serve i n  a mil i tary capac i ty to save 

himse lf  from the penal ty of the Law i n  that case , " and Frederi ck Nixon 

for "gameing and hi ri ng a substitute . "  Demsey El l i ot was di sowned for 

" l i sting himsel f i n  mi l i tary service , "  John Charl es for "agreei ng to 

repay a person for payi ng a draughted fi ne , "  and Nathan  Pierce for 

"attend i ng a muster and voti ng for men to act i n  the mi l i tary 

service. u33 The Pasquotank Meeti ng di sowned two men for enl i sting and 

3l pasquotank Monthly Meeting Mi nutes for December 1 778 . 

32Pasquotank Monthly Meeti ng Mi nutes for March,  Apri l and 
July 1 779.  

33Perquimans Monthly Meeti ng Minutes for May 1 776 , May 1 777,  
January and July 1 779.  
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two others for h ir ing themsel ves for the mi l i tary service ,  not as  

sol diers but a s  workers . 34 The New Garden Meeting di sowned three 

members for "appeari ng i n  a warl i ke manner" (appeari ng i n  mi l i tary 

uni form i n  publ i c ) ,  whi l e  another was  di sowned for "attendi ng musters 

and hi ring a man to go to the wars . "35 Thus adhering cl osely to their  

Quaker pri nc ip les ,  most meeti ngs d i sowned anyone who even remotely 

was associated wi th the war .  

The Cane Creek Monthly Meeting di sowned ten men before the war 

was over who so far departed from their Quakeri sm as  to "fight wi th 

carnal weapons . n36 However , nei ther New Garden nor Deep River found 

i t  necessary to d i sown a member for hol d i ng publ ic  office i n  the 

unsettl ed state of affa i rs .  The enforcement of Quaker di sci pl i ne was 

apparently far from uni form from meeti ng to meeti ng . Cane Creek, for 

exampl e ,  did  have a prominent member who engaged i n  several doubtful 

activi ti es before they fi nal ly  decided they must d i sown him.  The 

minutes recorded : 

Thomas Chapman compl a i ned of i n  the first month l ast for 
taking a Justices Commi ssion under the present unsettl ed 
state of publ i c  affa i rs contrary to advi ce of fri ends , 
and conti nui ng to act therei n  after the time he i nformed 
fri ends hi s commi ssion woul d be run out and that he woul d  
not accept of another or act any thi ng of moment wi thout 
acqua i nting friends therewith or to thi s import, but to 
the reverse of thi s has himsel f acknowl edged admin i stered 
the oath,  wrote tickets rel ating to the drafting a s  i t  

34Pasquotank Monthly Meeti ng Minutes for July 1 776 , July 1 777,  
and Jul y  1 780 . 

35New Garden Monthly Meeti ng Minutes for Apri l 1 776 , November 
1 776,  and September 1 779 .  

36eane Creek Monthly Meeting Minutes for November 1 777 , June 
1 779 ,  February 1 781 , March 1 781 , June 1 781 , and November 1 781 . 



i s  cal l ed ,  signed or granted a warrant or press to make 
guns for a mi l i tary purpose . Thi s  meeti ng therefore 
di sowns him after repeated l abor extended . 37 

An interesting postscript shows that in 1 783 ,  after the war ,  Thomas 

Chapman apol ogi zed for hi s mi sconduct and was restored to ful l  

membersh i p .  Meanwhi l e  on the coast , Core Sound Monthly Meeting 

reached a s imi l ar deci sion agai nst a certai n  Wi l l i am Borden . He was 

accused as one who "for a smal l season shel tered himsel f under our 

hol y  profess ion ,  but coul d not stand in it and hear hi s testimony of 

the truth when sufferi ng appeared near at hand . "  H i s  offense was 

75 

not active partici pation i n  war but "doubl e deal i ng . .. He had been 

very desi rous of bei ng "skreen ' d  from musteri ng under our denomi nation 

a few years past" but 11Was  wi l l i ngly concern ' d  as  conmissary i n  

supplying troops wi th Provi sion" and had acted 11We have reason to 

bel i eve from motives of coveteousness and the l ove • • .  of money.  

. . . He was d i sowned . "38 

Chapman and Borden are but two exampl es of North Carol i na 

Quakers who coul d  be and were qui te ambi guous i n  thei r peace testimony . 

I s  i t  reasonabl e then to thi nk  that the majori ty of Friends i n  the Tar 

Heel State rema i ned firm under what amounted to very tryi ng c i rcum­

stances? Were the Fri ends "Tories .. as many of thei r neighbors 

charged , true neutra l s as the Society i ns i sted , or enthusiastic 

patriots as some ancestor-worshi pping descendants seem to think? 

Two fam i l ies  poi nt  with  pride to the fact that the descendants of 

37cane Creek Monthly Meeti ng Minutes for March 1 779 .  

38core Sound Monthly Meeti ng Mi nutes for December 1 778 . 
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New Garden ' s  Wi l l i am Coffin and Richard Wi l l i ams were admi tted to the 

Sons and Daughters of the American Revol ution . 39 

The ir peace pol i cy caused North Caro l i na Fri ends to be regarded 

by many as host i l e  to the cause of American  i ndependence. Some 

escaped the war by remain ing i n  the Soci ety and others l eft to 

partici pate i n  the Revol ution . Some members who cou ld  not share 

bel ief i n  the Peace Testimony ,  even after they were purged from the 

Society,  sti l l  remained aga inst viol ence but sympathi zed wi th the 

a ims and fi nal goal s of the Continental cause . They wanted l i berty 

and responsi bi l i ty i n  government ,  but they hoped to obta in  i t  by 

peaceful means .  There was sti l l a third group ,  perhaps the l a rgest 

of the three , who took a posi tion that swung pol i ti ca l ly  from 

attempted neutral i ty to one that at times was so close to l oyal i sm 

that i t  was understand ingly mistaken for such by the great majori ty of 

the Quaker ' s  fel l ow c it izens . Previously,  l oyal ty to the government 

had become as  much a part of eighteenth century Quakeri sm as  the 

Peace Testimony. 40 

Friends were branded Tories by nei ghbors who coul d  not , or 

woul d not di stingu i sh between passive neutral i ty and act i ve a i d  to 

the Bri ti s h .  They were mi sunderstood and hated a s  Loya l i sts and 

cowards .  I n  wartime , nobody i s  as  unpopular as  the fence-si tter . 

If  i t  were poss i bl e  to penetrate the mi nds of the Fri ends during the 

Revol utionary War,  much pro-Loya l i st sympathy probably woul d  be found . 

39R .  H .  Frazier, 11 Nantucket and North Carol i na ,  11 Gui l ford 
Col l ege Bul l etin ,  XLI I I  ( 1 949 ) ,  9 ;  Wi l l i ams Fami ly  Genealogy 
(n . d . , n . p. ) , 4 .  

40Brock, Pac i fi sm  i n  the Uni ted States ,  1 83 and 1 88 .  



Yet Friends as  a majori ty took nei ther s ide actively .  As far as  

possi bl e ,  Quakers tri ed to ignore the struggl e and proceed wi th 

business as usual , a posi tion ful l  of d ifficul t ies .  The Society 

urged that those Fri ends who took s ides 11be not l ooked on as  active 

members i n  the Soci ety or Empl oyed i n  any service . u41 In  1 779,  the 

Yearly Meeti ng • s  Standing Commi ttee repeated thi s message of peace , 

stati ng that i ts members were 11to keep cl ear  from joi n i ng wi th any 

party engaged i n  d i sputes that are to be determi ned by mi l i tary 

force . .. In the same message , i t  further requested that 11you [the 

revol utionary government] wi l l  not consi der us as Enemies to our 

country • • • •  1 1  Whi l e  exhorti ng their  members not to join  the 

revol utionary cause , Quakers went to great l engths to assure the 

Americans that the Society was not thei r foe .  In  its  minutes , the 

Stand ing Commi ttee explai ned why i t  coul d not support the new 

government : 11The i nsti tution of sl avery mani festly contradicts the 

Declaration and Bi l l  of Rights on which your right to make L�ws 

depend . u42 By the 1 770 1 s  the Soci ety of Fri ends was the only 

rel igious organi zat ion to stand aga inst sl avery, and practica l ly the 

only organization of any kind which  found s lavery to viol ate the 

natural rights pri nc ipl es that the American forces used to justify 

the Revol ution .  Thi s pos i tion , of course , made  the southern 

revol utioni sts, most of whom hel d sl aves ,  even more uncomfortabl e .  

41 Eastern Quarterly Meeting Minutes for November 28, 1 778 . 

42standi ng Commi ttee of the North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng 
Minutes for 1 779.  
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Hi storian Stephen B .  Weeks sees the North carol i na Fri ends a s  

peaceabl e but sti l l  11a source o f  weakness to the Ameri can cause and 

one of strength to Great Bri ta in . .. To Weeks, the Quakers d id  not act 

.. i nconsi stently wi th their  wel l known peace pol i cy11 but acc idently 

11 i njured the American cause. u43 These confl i cts duri ng the early 

years of the American Revol ution put a tremendous stra i n  on the 

Society of Friends i n  North Carol i na .  However , as  has been i l l us­

trated , i t  was the i nvol vement of thi s country i n  a war whi ch l ed to 

the l egal battl es between the new revol utionary government and the 

Quakers . In  some ways , the new government was more l eni ent than i ts 

col onia l  predecessor . Al though i t  did impose heavy fines and taxes 

on the Quakers, the government simul taneously wi shed the support of 

the Fri ends and thei r participation in state l i fe . By contrast,  the 

royal government considered the Soc iety vi rtua l ly a pl ague . Never­

thel ess , cl ashes between the state government and the Qua kers over 

mi l i tary matters forced the two si des whi ch wi shed only to cooperate 

to come i nto confl i ct .  

Di sputes were common over mi l i tary serv ice ,  fi nes , taxes , 

oaths and affi rmation, and various other i ssues,  and most of the 

sufferi ngs which Quakers recorded were economi c .  Fi nancia l  penal ti es 

seem to have been the major form of puni shment for d i ssenters in the 

early war years . Friends were not very cooperative and soon gained 

the reputation of bei ng the most i ntractabl e of the peace churches . 

The government was constantl y forced to dea l with one probl em after 

another concerni ng the Quakers . They were basica l l y  true to their  

43weeks , Southern Quakers and Slavery, 1 84 .  
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peaceful rel i gious convicti ons and were neither Tories nor Patriots , 

a l though a few members did  deviate . Those who d id  were quickly 

d i sowned by their  meetings . The Soci ety was often accused of bei ng 

Tory, but an examination of the sources suggests that whi l e  the 

majori ty of Fri ends were somewhat favorabl e to the Crown , they were 

not active supporters of the King . There were revol utionary 

supporters al so ,  but they too were i n  the mi nori ty .  The greatest 

trauma North Caro l ina Friends had ever experienced wa s  the American 

Revol ution . I t  severely damaged the Soci ety in  the Tar Heel State 

duri ng the early years of the war .  Unfortunately greater destruction 

and sufferi ng l ay i n  the future . 



CHAPTER V 

"YE FIGHT , YE KI LL, YET WE HAVE NOT 11 : FRIENDS AND THE 

LATER YEARS OF THE REVOLUTION 

.. 

Al though the early years of the Ameri can Revo l ution were a 

severe test for the Quakers of North Carol i na ,  i t  was the later years 

of war whi ch proved to be much more destructi ve to the Society. In  

the l ate 1 770 1 s ,  most of  the fighti ng took p lace in  the North; the 

1 780 1 s ,  however , were different .  At thi s poi nt the grim real i ties of 

war qui ckly became apparent to North Carol i na Fri ends . Quakers now 

fel t  the ful l i mpact of battl e as  they had never experi enced i t  

before , s i nce previ ous wars had not touched Caro l i na Qua kers di rectly. 

The Angl o-French Wars had been fought chi efly on the frontier and did 

not affect the more thickly populated area s ;  the same was true of 

most other Indian wars . The American Revol uti on ,  on the other hand , 

was not only a struggl e  aga i nst forces from without but a l so con­

tai ned the el ements of a ci v i l  war .  For North Carol i na Quakers , the 

Revo luti on was the fi rst true test of their  peace testimony . Since 

i ts ori gi n , the Society i n  both England and Ameri ca had found occas ion 

to practice i ts testimony aga i nst parti c ipation i n  war but never so 

d i rectly. In the case of the mother country ,  wars had been fought 

primar i ly on foreign soi l ,  and when c i v i l  i n  nature , these wars were 

short and al most bl oodl ess . Although the American Revo l ution was the 

most severe test Quakers i n  North Carol i na had ever faced , i t  d id  not 

break their  spi r it  and the i nfl uence of the Soc i ety of Fri ends ,  

cri ppled but sti l l  a l i ve ,  remained important i n  the Tar Heel State . 
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I n  addi t i on to the new ravages of war ,  Friends sti l l  had to 

contend wi th heavy taxation , fi nes , and wayward members , s ince some 

Quakers fought back when war i nvaded thei r own backyards . The 

majority,  however, remai ned neutral even when the battl es of New 
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Garden , Gui l ford Courthouse , and L ind ley ' s  Mi l l  were fought v irtua l ly 

on Quaker soi l .  They cou ld  not be swayed by l ofty procl amations from 

Bri t ish  or patriotic sources and a lways decl ared the i r  a l l egiance 

sol ely to God . Whether through God ' s  gui dance or thei r own tenaci ty,  

they stayed when it  wou ld  have been easy to fl ee ; they stood , when 

i t  woul d  have been comfortable to yiel d .  

Al though the horror of war i tsel f was the major probl em of 

North Caro l i na Fri ends in the l ater war years , Quakers al so suffered 

greatly fi nanci al ly .  The war brought such economic d i stress to 

Carol i na Friends that Bri t ish  members of the Society rai sed thousands 

of  pounds to a id  Quakers i n  the state . Engl i sh and Iri sh  Friends 

u l timately gave more than � 6 , 000 sterl i ng to their Ameri can brethren 

and the bul k of i t  was spent on Nantucket I s l and and i n  North Carol i na 

duri ng the years 1 780 and 1 781 . 1 In the 1 780 ' s ,  Tar Heel Friends 

themsel ves requested the Phi l adel phia Yearly Meeti ng to send "money 

contri buted for rel i ef to these parts . "2 In  1 781 , which was the worst 

year for pena l ties , Fri ends paid a total of � 4 , 1 34 to the Bri t i sh 

and Americans .  Over a period o f  four years duri ng the 1 770 ' s , i t  had 

i n  

2oai sey Newman, A Procession of Friends : uakers i n  America 
(Garden City, N .J . ,  1 972 , 75 . 



cost the Quakers t 4 , 465 for hol ding true to the i r  pri nc ip les ;  the 

cost rose to t 5 ,423 for the same number of years i n  the 1 780 ' s . 3 
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In  1 781 , the Western Quarterly Meeting a l one reported over t 2 , 1 48 

taken by the Patriot forces and over t 675 by the Bri ti sh .4 Al though 

Fri ends di sl i ked these pena l t ies immensely,  they never went  so far as  

to phys ica l ly  refuse to pay fi nes or to res i st confi scation a s  pun i sh­

ment for non-payment of taxes wi th force . Furthermore , however great 

the Society ' s  need for money during the war ,  the North Carol i na Yearly 

Meeting d i d not hes i tate to g ive chari ty to the d i s tressed as  soon as  

the Bri t i sh  evacuated Charl eston and Savannah .  The fact  that much of 

thi s  rel i ef was di rected to non-Fri ends speaks wel l  of the Quakers who 

settl ed North Carol i na . 5 When Rich Square Meeti ng decided i n  1 781 to 

ra i se t 40 i n  gol d  and s i l ver to hel p the poor, one man ,  Robert 

Peele ,  agreed to advance the whol e amount . 6 I n  the mi dst of the i r  

suffering , Fri ends sti l l  could not forget the Quaker bel i ef i n  

compassi on .  

I f  Friends came wi l l i ngly to the a i d  of  the poor, their 

"donati on s" to the revol utionary government were l ess  cheerful . 

The Cane Creek Monthly  Meeti ng and the Western Quarterly Meeti ng ' s  

Standi ng Commi ttee both recorded thi s i dentical message : 

[ Friends are] to be exceedingly careful i n  the course of 
thei r conduct when such persons may come to the ir  houses 

3North Caro l i na Yearly Meeting Minutes for 1 776 , 1 777 , 1 778,  
1 779, 1 780,  1 781 , 1 782 , and 1 783 . 

4western Quarterly Meeti ng Minutes for January 5 ,  1 781 . 

SJames ,  A People  Among Peopl es• 262 . 

6weeks ,  Southern Quakers and Sl avery ,  1 91 .  



as  are appoi nted to col l ect the present Tax that they bal k 
not the Testimony we profess to hol d forth by a faul ty 
conduct • • •  but that we demean oursel ves i n  a l l things 
as  becomes the fol l owers of Chri st . 7 
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However,  Quakers soon di scovered that they cou l d now l ose not only 

personal property but their  real estate as  wel l .  Both the Standi ng 

Commi ttees of  the Western and Eastern Quarters experi enced thi s 

probl em and each sent a p�ti tion of protest to the government . 8 

Unfortunately the probl em conti nued l ong after the fi ght i ng had 

ceased . During thi s period , the government agai n demanded money and 

provi sions from the Soci ety and once aga in carol i na Quakers fel t  they 

must exp la in  their  opposition.  The Standing Commi ttee of the North 

Caro l i na Yearly Meeting wrote i n  December of 1 780 that after 

tak ing under sol i d  consi deration the payi ng or not payi ng 
of a provi sion  Tax ,  whi ch i s  l i kely to be demanded of 
Friends, in consequence of an Act of Assembly, designed 
for the Immediate Support of the Army and Navy;  after a 
time of wei ghty conference, thereon,  g i ve i t  as  our Sense , 
that  we cannot cons i stent with our peaceabl e Princ ipl es ,  
pay any part of the aforesa i d  Tax . 9 

Friends woul d pay taxes but onl y  under duress and never vol untari ly  

for war prov i sions . 

Vet prov i s ions  and moni es were exactly what the Assembly 

needed to run the war .  On January 30, 1 781 , the state of North 

Carol i na l evi ed a tax of seven times the sum whi ch 11good c it izens 

payed 11 upon di ssenters l i ke the Quakers . Thi s l aw c harged three 

7western Quarterly Meeting Minutes for September 1 3 ,  1 780 . 

8standi ng Commi ttee of the Western Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
for May 1 7 ,  1 782 ; Standi ng Committee of the Eastern Quarterly 
Meeting Mi nutes for March  25 , 1 780. 

9standing Committee of the North Carol i na Yearly Meeting 
Mi nutes for December 1 780.  



times the regular amount in lieu of military service and four times 

that for neglecting to return the list of their taxable property. 
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These two sums combined produced what amounted to a seven-fold penalty 

on the Quakers.10 Earlier that same year, the Assembly had received 

"the remonstrance of sundry people called Quakers" which evidently 

asked for a clarification of this law. The Assembly, ready to settle 

on a maximum penalty, concurred that there should be a clarification. 

Agitation on this matter must have continued, however, for the Assembly 

in 1782 enacted a law which clearly stated 11that no Moravian, Quaker, 

Mennonists or Dunkard, shall be subject to under any pretence more 

than • • •  [a] four fold tax on the whole.ull Further evidence of the 

government's flexibility was demonstrated when, toward the end of the 

war, the Assembly took steps to return its policies to a more normal 

condition. One of these changes in 1783 was to abolish the special 

wartime taxes on the non-resistant sects. The state government 

lightened these levies because they wanted Quaker help in running the 

state. The liberal spirit of the revolutionary government was also 

documented in the idea that no citizen "shall pay an extraordinary tax 

on account of religion.ul2 After all of the troubles Friends had 

experienced concerning penalties, taxes and fines, the words of a 

contemporary ancestor-worshipping descendant exhibit a distinct lack of 

understanding for their cause: 

lON. C. Recs., XVII, 642-43. 

llN. C. Recs., XXIV, 413. 

12Ibid. , 434. 



It should ever be remembered that the Quakers did more than 
their part in building America. In the time of Revolutionary 
War, they paid double often triple the taxes because they 
refused to carry arms and fight; this went a long way in 
paying for the war and without the heavy taxes imposed upon 
them • • •  the war might have had a different ending.l3 

Blinded by patriotism, this modern writer attributes to Quakers the 

very reverse of their stated purpose during the Revolution. 

85 

During the later war period, Friends continued to disown members 

for violation of the Peace Testimony. New Garden Monthly Meeting dis­

owned John Rudducks "for giving of his property to hire a man to go to 

war, and taking his gun and giving it up when demanded, and for 

assisting to drive away his Neighbors cattle for the use of the Army." 

In the same meeting, four other men were disowned for disregarding the 

principles of their faith.l4 Pasquotank Monthly Meeting also disowned 

six men during the period for various war-related offenses. Further­

more, in the east, Pasquotank and Core Sound Monthly Meetings expressed 

concern about their members who were serving on armed vessels. 

Pasquotank refused a certificate of passage to the West Indies to 

Micajah Clark on the grounds that "the vessel he intended to enter on 

board of is to carry guns in order to make some defense.nl5 Core 

Sound disowned John Harris who "contrary to advice • • • of his Friends 

made a cruise on board a privateer vessel of War.nl6 Perquimans County 

also had trouble with members involved with privateering vessels. It 

13Mabel Williams Bean, Williams-Enoch Genealo , Histor , 
BiographY, Tradition, Legends, Anecdotes n.p., 1953 , 31. 

14New Garden Monthly Meeting Minutes for November 1780. 

15Pasquotank Monthly Meeting Minutes for November 1782. 

16core Sound Monthly Meeting Minutes for November 1781. 
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reported that  Lemuel Murdaugh had "entered himsel f on Board an  armed 

vessel l i n  order to retake some vessel l s  that was taken out of port 

by Engl i sh privateers . 11 1 7  Besi des those members who were censured for 

sea-rel ated offenses ,  Perquimans continued to di sown members l i ke 

Ephra im Gri ffi n for 11 beari ng arms in a warl i ke manner . nl 8  

I n  the west , Deep Ri ver di sowned three men who bore arms i n  1 780 

and l ater convi nced Joseph Wi l son to condemn hi s action 11 i n  goi ng out 

with a company of men in a hosti l e  manner to di sarm some of hi s 

neighbors . n l 9  Upon exami n ing these figures , one might mi stakenly 

concl ude that these Friends officia l ly  joi ned the contend i ng armed 

forces . However, of the si xty-ni ne Friends who were di sowned for war­

rel ated i nfractions ,  only twenty can be found on the roster of North 

Carol i na troops duri ng the American Revol ution . Thus only a fraction 

of Friends who were di sowned actua l l y  seem to have served in the North 

Carol ina mi l i tia  or the Conti nental  Army . 20 Consideri ng that there 

were 4 , 000-5 ,000 Quakers i n  the Carol i nas around 1 780 and that three­

fourths of thi s number res ided i n  North Carol i na ,  the number of 

enl i stees woul d  be but a smal l proportion even i f  al l si xty-ni ne 

di sowned were actively i nvol ved i n  the war . 21 

1 7Perquimans Monthl y Meeti ng Minutes for June 1 781 , March 1 783 
and Apri l 1 783 . 

1 8Perquimans Monthly Meeting Mi nutes for Apr i l  1 781 . 

1 9Deep River Monthly Meeting Minutes for December 1 780 and 
Jul y  1 782 .  

20Roster o f  Sol diers from North Carol i na i n  the American 
Revol ution ,  publi shed by the North Carol i na Daughters of the American 
Revol ution ( Durham, N . C. , 1 932 ) . 

2l Jones , Qua kers i n  the American Col on ies ,  xvi . 
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Duri ng the l atter years of the Revol ution , Fri ends not only  had 

to deal with financial  burdens and di sownments but a l so the bitter 

fighting that took pl ace in their midst . Al l around them gueri l l a 

warfare prevai l ed i n  whi ch bands fought from ambush or in  the open . 

Neighbor was p i tted against nei ghbor; even fami l ies  were d ivided . 

Murder, revenge , pi l l age and robbery were the preval ent forms of combat 

wi th Quakers often becomi ng the victims . Some Fri ends • communi ties  i n  

the val l eys of  Cane Creek , Deep River and the Cape Fear River were in  

the worst of  the confl i ct . 22 Friends were caught between Loyal i sts 

and Patriots , accused by each side of supporting the other . I n  a few 

cases some Fri ends became activel y i nvol ved i n  the war .  

Al though i t  has become cl ear that Friends general l y  were not 

Tori es ,  contemporari es at the time were not so sure . For exampl e ,  

Dr . John Pyl e ,  a promi nent ex-Quaker ,  was a colonel i n  the royal 

mi l i tia . 23 Pyl e ,  who fi gured prominently i n  the l ater years of the 

American Revol ution i n  western North Carol i na ,  wa s  a rare exampl e of 

the Quaker who strayed to the point of actual ly  picking up arms and 

participating i n  the war. The war had been so harsh for him as  a 

Quaker that he abandoned hi s fai th compl etely and vented hi s frustra­

t ion in  the form of viol ence . As the commander of a group of Loya l i sts ,  

Pyl e was marchi ng h i s  band to joi n the Bri ti sh  a rmy o n  February 25 , 

1 78 1 , when he encountered a whi te-coated caval ry offi cer whom he 

22Hinshaw and Hinshaw, eds. , Caro l i na Quakers , 26. 

23Powel l ,  Huhta and Farnham, eds . ,  The Regul a tors in North 
Carol i na ,  591 ; Mary El inor Lazenby,  Hermon Husband: A Story of Hi s 
Li fe ,  1 724-1 795 (Wa shi ngton , D . C . , 1 940) , 59. 



mi stook for an  Engl i shman . Pyl e  was so decei ved by thi s officer , 

Virg i nian  Lieutenant Colonel Henry Lee,  that he addressed him as 

Brit i sh  Col onel Banastre Tarl eton . Pyl e spoke with great enthus iasm 

of  the l ocal support for the Crown . Lee , deci d i ng to take advantage 

of the s i tuation , carri ed out thi s deception to the end . Pra i s ing 
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the Tori es , he rode up to Pyl e  and shook hi s hand . Later Lee recal l ed 

that i t  was hi s intention to tel l Pyl e that he was surrounded and at 

hi s mercy and that he shoul d surrender hi s forces ;  however, fi ring 

broke out at the end of the col umn as the l eaders met .  I t  appeared 

to Lee that the Tories caught sight of hi s approachi ng mi l i tia  and 

from the green sprigs in their  hats recognized that they were Whigs .  

Wi tnesses closer to  the scene recal l ed that it  was the mounted mi l i tia 

at the end of Lee • s  col umn , unaware of the i r  commander • s  deception,  

who first started to fi re when they saw the red cl oth stri ps i n  the 

hats of the Tories .  Some of  the Tories sti l l  thought there was a 

ghastly error and many shouted : 1 1 You • re ki l l ing your own men ! 

We 1 re friends of H i s Majesty. Hurrah for King George ! 11 Lee heard the 

shouts of assurance and a l so cries for quarter, but the affa i r  was now 

out of control . The American mi l i tia  hacked at the enemy so fiercel y 

that many of thei r homemade swords were bent or broken . Col onel Pyl e ,  

wounded several times,  escaped by h iding i n  a smal l pond near the 

s i te ,  which  today i s  cal l ed 11Pyle 1 s  Pond . 11 H i s ski nnish  i s  conunem­

orated a s  11Pyl e • s  Massacre . .. 24 The eighteenth century wri ter Charles 

Stedman,  who was travel i ng wi th Cornwal l i s ,  wrote of thi s action : 

24surke Davi s ,  The Cowpens-Gu i l ford Courthouse Campaign 
( Phi l adel phi a ,  1 962 ) ,  1 26-29 . 



They cal l ed ou t for quarter, but no quarter was granted ; 
and between two and three hundred of them were i nhumanl y  
butchered whi l e  i n  the act of begging for mercy. Human i ty 
shudders at • . •  so foul  a massacre . 25 

Lee l ater repl i ed :  

I t  was no foul , and was unintentional ;  . . . .  The fi re 
commenced upon us , and sel f-preservation commandeered the 
l imi ted destructi on wh ich ensued . Only  ni nety of the 
l oyal i sts were ki l l ed • • .  and l ess  than ni nety coul d 
not have been spared from the cl ose condition of the 
dragoons and the necess ity of crushing res i stance 
i nstantly. 26 

Edward R .  Murrow, famou s newscaster from North Carol ina ,  re-
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l ated the story to hi storian Al g ie  Newl in  of another Quaker Loya l i st  

i n  the Pi edmont who found i t  d ifficul t i n  the l ater war years to 

remain  neutral . The Tory sympathi zer named Di x wou ld  a lways offer his  

beaver sl ide as a h id ing pl ace for hi s Whig fri ends . However , after a 

particul a rly  resounding Loyal i st defeat ,  the Whigs offered Di x hi s own 

beaver sl ide to escape the wrath of avengi ng Patriots . 27 Legend al so 

hol ds that Davi d  Fanning , the most infamous Tory i n  North Caro l i na ,  

was hi dden i n  the woods and was suppl i ed prov i s ions by .. some Quakers 

and other Loyal i sts i n  the neighborhood . u 28 Thi s i s  probably 

contemporary op inion ,  however, and if  there were Qua kers who did hel p  

the Tori es they were i n  the mi nority. 

26Henry Lee , Memoi rs of the War i n  the Southern Department of 
the Un i ted States ( New York, 1869) , 259 . 

27Edward R. Murrow to Al gie Newl i n  as tol d to the author 
March 23 , 1 978 at Gui l ford Col l ege , Greensboro ,  North Carol i na .  

28N .  C .  Recs . ,  XX I I ,  184 .  
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Al though he contradicted himsel f i n  l ater writi ngs ,  hi storian 

El i Caruthers i ns i sted that "the Quakers , wi th a few exceptions , were 

adverse to Independence . "29 However , modern Loyal i st hi storian 

Wal l ace Brown seems to thi nk that few Quakers were Tories .  He c i tes 

the fact that very few Quakers appeared before the cl a ims commi ssioners 

for damages suffered duri ng the American Revol ution and supports the 

view that the Friends were genera l l y  neutra l , not Tory. 30 It appears 

that there was no organ i zed Quaker group of Loyal i sts in North 

Carol ina ,  but nei ther were there " Free Quakers " l i ke those of Phi la­

del phia who broke from the tradi tional way of  peace and fought as  

Quakers for i ndependence . Some Friends may have agreed wi th the basic  

pri nci pl es of the Free Quakers , but if  they openly  endorsed these 

bel iefs , they were d i sowned . Unfortunatel y,  many of those d i sowned 

were the young . In one fami ly, for exampl e ,  two sons .  who had been 

d i sowned for "marryi ng out of uni ty" joi ned the Tory forces .  A thi rd 

brother was c l erk of the l ocal meeti ng duri ng the war ,  and another 

became promi nent in state government after the war .  I n  another 

fami ly,  some of the sons remai ned l oya l to the Quaker fai th whi l e  two 

others joi ned the Whi g forces , one reachi ng the rank of capta i n . 31 

Another sold ier,  Peter Ri fel , who was a caval ryman i n  Lee ' s  Leg ion ,  i s  

sa i d  to have been a member of the Soc iety o f  Fri ends but no proof of 

29caruthers , David Cal dwel l ,  1 81 and 239 . 

30wal l ace Brown , The Ki n ' s  Fri ends : The Com osi tion a nd 
Motives of the American Loyal i st Cl a 1mants Providence , R . I . ,  1 965 ) ,  
268 . 

31 H i nshaw and H inshaw, eds . ,  Carol i na Quakers , 26 . 
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hi s membershi p has been found . 32 There i s  al so a story that a sixteen 

year ol d son of the Hunt fami ly, who ki l l ed a Bri ti sh capta in  during 

the Battl e of Gui l ford Courthouse , was a Quaker. S ince the boy' s fi rst 

name i s  not known , i t  i s  imposs ibl e to check the records of the New 

Garden Monthl y Meeting for hi s membershi p .  However, the New Garden 

Mi nutes do not show that anyone by the name of Hunt wa s d i sowned 

during the Revol uti onary period for behav i ng i n  a warl i ke manner . 33 

Whi l e  some Quakers responded to the pressures of war cl ose at hand by 

taki ng up arms , the majori ty rema ined passi ve and true to their  

peaceabl e princ ipl es despite great provocation . 

Fri ends were forced to deal wi th rovi ng bands and mi l i tary uni ts 

of both bel l i gerents , which consi dered anyone who woul d not jo in  them 

a s  an enemy . Some Fri ends are known to have had the ir  l i ves threatened 

by members of both sides . One owed hi s l i fe to the fa i l ure of a gun 

to fire and the subsequent i ntercession of one of hi s captors . Many 

others were the victims of forag ing and p i l l ag i ng ,  and some were sub­

jected to pai nful beati ngs for refusing to joi n such rovi ng bands . 34 

Marchi ng armies al so caused mem�ers of the Soci ety a great deal of 

pa i n .  They l i ved off the country through whi ch they passed , and 

Quaker homes ,  barns and pastures were subject to ruthl ess destruction . 

32E .  W .  Caruthers , Revol utionary Incidents : And Sketches of 
Characters Chiefly i n  the "Old North State" (PhHadel phia ,  1854) , 
1 54 . 

33Al g ie  I .  Newl i n ,  The Battl e of New Garden (Greensboro , N . C . , 
1 977 ) '  30 .  

34Hi nshaw and Hi nshaw, eds . ,  Carol i na Quakers , 26 .  
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As has been sta ted , most Friends wi thstood the temptation to 

fi ght bac k .  One of these men wa s Nathan Hunt,  whose home was a few 

mi l es from the fierce Battl e of Gu i l ford Courthouse . He and most 

Friends of the area tried their  best to ignore the war in spi te of 

great losses . Hunt • s  farm was a target for foragers and he was robbed 

of l ivestock and provi sions . 35 He recorded i n  hi s Journal : 

About thi s  time the revol utionary War commenced and was 
the Source to me of many trial s .  The Bri ti sh army robbed 
me of my cattl e ,  and the American of my horses and some 
other thi ngs l eavi ng me al most desti tute of the means of 
subs i stence . The American l i ght Horse sometimes sur­
rounded my House endeavori ng to decoy me , but I was 
merc i fu l l y  preserved from their  getting any advantage 
over me . May pra i se and honor ever be gi ven to the great 
name for hi s man i fol d del i verances ! 36 

Hunt • s  prov i sions were so l ow at one time during the war that when six 

Fri ends on thei r way from Abott • s  Creek to the Quarterl y Meeti ng at 

Cane Creek cal l ed at hi s home for d i nner , al l that wa s served was one 

appl e turnover ! Accord i ng to Mary Mendenhal l  Hobbs , 11Thi s was 

d iv ided; each ate h i s  portion ; al l were sati sfied . Hunt was thankful 

for the pri vi l ege of havi ng som�thing to g ive and conti nued h i s  

unwaveri ng trust i n  God . u 37 When the Bri t i sh sol di ers were camped at 

New Garden , they used the Meeti ng House and al l surround i ng houses to 

nurse their  wounded and s ick .  Hunt, i n  spi te of the opposi tion of  

fami l y  and friends , benevol ently mini stered to their  needs . I n  conse­

quence of hi s exposure , he caug ht smal l pox but suffered only a l ight 

Nathan Hunt 

36wi l l i am Hunt, ed . ,  Memoirs of Wi l l i am and Nathan Hunt ,  taken 
chiefly from their  Journal s and Letters (Phil adel phia ,  1 858) , 87 . 

37Hobbs , Nathan Hunt , 1 66 .  
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case; he surv ived the war and died at an el derly age . Hunt was an 

exampl e of the majori ty of Quakers who stayed true to their  bel iefs 

and al so of the importance of the stabi l i z i ng Quaker exampl e ami d  the 

madness of war .  

Ri chard Wi l l i ams,  a fel l ow Quaker of Hunt ' s , was not so l ucky.  

Wi l l iams , one of  the first settl ers i n  the New Garden area , d ied of 

smal l pox contracted from a wounded Bri ti sh sol d ier he was cari ng for 

i n  hi s home. 38 Another Quaker who suffered through pl underi ng was 

El ijah Coffi n .  He was reared on a farm near that of Nathan Hunt and 

recorded that 11the ci t izens of that part of the country fel t i n  

various ways the cruel ty and horrors of such a confl i ct . n39 Robbers 

pretend i ng to be sol d i ers came to the Coffin  home i n  the middl e of the 

ni ght,  threatened the l i fe of El i jah ' s father Wi l l i am,  and then pro­

ceeded to rob one of h i s  neighbors . At another time , sol d iers came to 

the Coffi n home and took  cl othing from the fam i l y .  One of the sol d iers 

pl aced a gun to the head of Wi l l i am and pul l ed the tri gger onl y  to 

have the gun mi sfire . Later El i jah conti nued , 11my father ever l ooked 

upon thi s preservation and protection as a ki nd of i nterposi tion of 

Di v i ne Prov i dence . n4Q Tradi tion does tel l  of a time when pl underers 

fai l ed a t  the Coffi n house . The men were i n  the fi el d and Mrs . Coffi n 

had gone to care for a friend i l l  with smal l pox . The only one l eft i n  

charge of the fami ly  was a hal f-wi tted woman who stuttered a great deal 

when exci ted . The sol d iers found i t  hard to understand her , but when 

38Thorne , 11North Carol i na Fri ends and the Revol ution , .. 337 .  

39Newl i n ,  Battl e of New Garden ,  29.  

40I bi d .  



she mentioned the word 11 Smal l pox11 they hasti ly beat a strateg ic  

retreat . 41 Not al l encounters wi th foragers were so fortunate and 

most Fri ends i n  the area suffered .  
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War came to the Western Quarter early i n  1 781 . The Bri ti sh had 

conquered al l of Georgia  and South Carol ina and now turned the ir  

attention to North Carol i na .  Cornwal l i s commanded the Bri ti sh army; 

i ronical l y  hi s adversary was an ex-Rhode Isl and Quaker named Nathanael 

Greene . Cornwal l i s  chased Greene throughout the countrys i de before 

Greene deci ded to turn and fi ght . Unfortunately for North Carol i na 

Quakers , he chose the fi el ds surroundi ng Gui l ford Courthouse . 

Di rectl y between Greene and Cornwal l i s l ay the Quaker settl ements of 

Deep Ri ver and New Garden . The marchi ng armies l ived off the country 

through  which they passed and as has been noted , Quaker homes ,  barns 

and pastures were subject to their  ruthl ess attacks . A l arge part of 

the Bri ti sh army camped by the Meeting House of the Deep River Friends . 

They found the area so depressed that Lord Cornwa l l i s  reported , 11Thi s 

part of the country i s  so total ly  desti tute of subsi stence that 

forage i s  not nearer than n ine mi l es ,  and the sol diers have been two 

days wi thout bread . u42 Nathan Hunt al so descri bed the si tuation : 

The Battl e  of Gui l ford Courthouse was about five mi l es 
from our house and the Bri ti sh army passed i n  s ight of 
u s .  We often had to hide our horses and cattl e from 
scouting parties of both armies , and yet wi th a l l our 
care at one time both my horses were taken by the 
Bri ti sh sol d iers,  and at another time my only cow was 
dri ven away .43 

41 Levi Coffin ,  Remi ni scences ( Ci nci nnati , 1 880 ) , 2 .  

42Thorne , 11 North Carol ina Friends and the Revo l uti on , .. 336 .  

43Hobbs , Nathan Hunt, 1 01 .  
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On March 1 3 , 1 781 , Cornwal l i s moved hi s army to the Quaker 

Meeting House at New Garden . I t  was there that Fri ends had been 

previousl y subjected to a skirmi sh between the sol diers of Henry Lee 

and Banastre Tarl eton . Hi storian Al gie  Newl i n  has s i nce cal l ed thi s 

the Battl e of New Garden . By the time Cornwal l i s reached the area 

wi th the bul k of the Bri ti sh forces , the fi ght was al ready over and he 

was forced to regroup, advanc ing toward the enemy several mi l es away. 

Exactly what Fri ends i n  the area did during thi s  terr i bl e  day remai ns 

uncl ear . Accordi ng to hi storian El i Caruthers , one Thomas Whi te "a 

very cl ever and respectabl e Quaker , "  findi ng that "hi s house woul d 

come wi thin  the sweep of the contendi ng armi es , "  reti red i nto hi s 

potato hol e under the fl oor where "ami d the roar of cannon and cl ash 

of arms and the fierce confl i ct of human pass ion"  he coul d medi tate 

on the horrors of war . 44 Other Fri ends are sai d  not to have been so 

passive . Wi l l iam Armfi el d ,  a member of the New Garden Meeting , i s  

sai d  to have grown i ncensed that hi s farm was constantl y  bei ng swept 

cl ean of gra i n ,  cattl e and horses by the Bri ti sh foragers .  Armfield  

is  rumored to have taken hi s squirrel gun  and joi ned Greene ' s  armY 

for the day of batt l e .  Hi storian Al gie Newl i n  rel ates : 

When he l eft home early that morn ing ,  as  the story goes , he 
tol d hi s wi fe that he was goi ng on a day ' s  hunt , and she 
provi ded food for the day . When he returned l ate i n  the 
eveni ng empty handed , hi s wife asked : "Didn ' t  thee k i l l  
any game?" H i s  reply was :  "Nothing worth bri ngi ng home . n45 

Legend suggests that  as  many as three hundred men from a wi de area 

around the courthouse vol unteered their  servi ces to the Ameri can army 

44caruthers ,  Revol utionary I nci dents , 63 . 

45Newl i n ,  Battl e of New Garden , 30.  



and fought i n  the battl e ,  return ing home that evening .  I f  thi s were 

true , i t  would  seem l og ical that a few of these men were Quakers .  
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Yet only  one man , John Wright, was censured 11for taking arms i n  a 

warl i ke manner . .. One month l ater , he wa s d i sowned ; the date suggests 

that Wright may have been engaged i n  the battl e . 46 

Despi te these i sol ated ca ses , the majori ty of Quaker i nhabi tants 

of the New Garden community probably wa i ted i n  si l ent dread as  dawn 

broke on the morning of March 1 5 , 1 781 . Throughout the morni ng and 

wel l i nto the afternoon , hosti l e  forces maneuvered , charged , fought , 

and retreated al ong the New Garden Road near Quaker homes .  Tradi tion 

pi ctures most of these Friends at a safe di stance , watch ing as  much 

of the spectacl e as  they cou l d .47 The battl e turned out to be a 

technical v ictory for the Bri ti sh but l eft Cornwa l l i s beaten , bl oodi ed 

and cri ppl ed , wi th many of hi s officers dead or wounded . The Bri ti sh 

were so decimated that there was very l i ttl e they coul d  do for the 

wounded of both s i des who survived the n ight after the battl e .  The 

army had marched many mi l es before going i nto action and had nei ther 

baggage nor wagons to tend the wounded . There were no tents , and rai n  

began to fal l  a s  darkness fel l . Greene had provi ded a n  addi tional 

burden , for he had retreated l eavi ng hi s dead and wounded on the fiel d 

of battl e .  When wagons cou l d  be found , the l ocal Fri ends hel ped the 

Bri ti sh send the wounded of both s ides to the New Garden Meeti ng House 

for treatment .  There i s  no wora of  these activ ities i n  the Quaker 

mi nutes , but fifteen Bri ti sh sol di ers were buried under an old  oak 

46New Garden Monthly Meeting Minutes for July  1 781 . 

47Newl i n ,  Battl e of New Garden , 7 .  
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tree i n  the meeti ng ' s  graveyard . Beside them the bodi es of the i r  dead 

rival s were interred . The New Garden Monthly Meeting met a s  usual on 

March 3 1 , 1 78 1 . Undoubtedly there were wounded sol di ers sti l l  i n  the 

meeti ng house ,  but agai n  there i s  no mention d i rectly or i nd irectly of 

the battl e ,  the wounded , or the war i n  the minutes . 48 S i nce the 

meeti ng house was overflowi ng , numerous Friends took the wounded into 

their homes . These i nstances g ive cl ear evidence that Carol i na 

Quakers made no d i fferentiation between fri ends or so-cal l ed enemies i n  

their  efforts to b ind u p  the wounds o f  the war .  Here i s  evi dence that 

the Fri ends of New Garden pl aced their  ancient testimonies above their  

own l i ves ,  for sma l l pox broke out among the wounded . There can be 

l i ttle question about the effects of the battl e  on the Quakers of the 

area . H i stori an Al gie  Newl i n  wrote : 11 l t  was fi rst a shock , then a 

tremendous burden , fol l owed by an agoni z i ng memory. u49 

The benevol ence of the Quakers l eft them wi th many col orful 

l egends ,  but the one which has endured the l ongest dea l s wi th the 

wounded sol di ers who were pl aced on crude pl ank beds outside when the 

meeting hou se was fi l l ed .  These boards , which  sti l l  bore traces of 

the sol di ers ' blood , are said to have been used in the construction of 

the cei l i ng of a new meeting house . Young chi l dren who gazed upon 

what l ooked l i ke bl oody fi ngerpri nts on the cei l i ng asked Nathan Hunt 

to expl a i n .  He repl i ed :  11Whether the red marks thee speaks of and 

which I have often seen are bl ood marks of the Bri ti sh sol di ers I 

48North Carol i na Yearly Meeting Mi nutes for 1 781 . 

49Newl i n ,  Battl e of New Garden,  44 . 
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cannot tel l . u50 For almost two hundred years thi s tal k was part of 

the fol kl ore of the area . However, researc h by Quaker hi storian Al gie 

Newl in reveal s  several reasons for doubting thi s trad i tion . The l og 

meeting house i n  which the wounded were treated after the Battl e of 

Gui l ford Courthouse did have l arge spl otches of bl ood on the fl oor .  

However , i t  was destroyed by fi re i n  1 784 and the new frame meeti ng 

house wa s not constructed unti l 1 791 . If  the boards used for beds 

had been prepared in 1 781 , it seems unl i kely that they coul d have been 

kept i n  good condi tion for ten years . Furthermore , the sta ins  were 

more i n  the shape of fi ngerpri nts and there were no spl otches as  

woul d be expected . More l i kely, the red fi ngerpri nts which  so 

enthral l ed travel ing mi ni sters and worshi ppers were not bl oodsta i ns at 

al l .  Dri ed bl ood wou l d  not have rema i ned so br i l l iantl y  red as  the 

sta i ns are sa id  to have appeared . They were probably red chal k marks 

from the fi ngers of the carpenters who cut the boards for construction 

of the new cei l i ng . Sl Even though the story appears to be fal se , i t  

does show the great lengths to which North Carol i na Friends went to 

l i ve up to their  reputation of Chri stian virtue . 

Soon after hi s di sastrous victory at  Gui l ford Courthouse , 

Cornwal l i s abandoned hi s pursui t of Greene and retreated toward 

Wi l mi ngton where he cou ld  be suppl ied by the sea . Thi s path carried 

him di rectly toward another Quaker settl ement ,  Cane Creek . The Earl 

marched hi s army thirty mi l es southeast and encamped near Cane Creek 

Monthly Meeting House on the premi ses of Quaker Simon Dixon . Dixon had 

SOAnscombe, I Have Cal l ed You Fri ends ,  1 29.  

51 Newl i n ,  Battl e of New Garden , 36 .  
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been one of the ori g i nal  settl ers of the Cane Creek area , i n  what i s  

now Alamance County. He had been associ ated wi th the Regul ators of 

the early 1 770• s and was the brother-i n- law of the rebel l ion • s l eader , 

Hermon Husband . Dixon 11deemed i t  prudent to l eave • • •  [the] 

premi ses . n52 Tradi tions vary,  but most agree that Dixon was known to 

be weal thy and somewhat sympathetic  to the revol utionary cause . Thus 

he fl ed for hi s l i fe , l eav ing hi s gri st mi l l  to the mercy of Corn­

wa l l i s .  Di xon • s  son , however , stopped Bri ti sh attempts to grind meal 

by l ocki ng the mi l l stone i n  pl ace . Cornwa l l i s  evi cted Dixon • s  fami ly 

from i ts dwel l ing and made it his headquarters . Whi l e  the Bri ti sh 

were encamped there , they ki l l ed 250 sheep and 75 cattl e i n  addi tion 

to usi ng al l of Dixon • s  fences for fi rewood .  Di xon had been forced 

to endure trying ordeal s even before Cornwal l i s i nvaded hi s home . 

Robbers had pl undered hi s house and destroyed much of hi s property. 

His l ivestock wa s butchered i n  the Cane Creek Monthly Meeti ng House, 

and for years the ol d benches showed the marks of cutt i ng knives and 

axes . 53 

Di xon fl ed the area , l eavi ng hi s fami ly  behind . Hi s wi fe , a 

prol ifi c  p ipe smoker, had been forced out of her home wi thout her 

p ipe .  When she remembered that i t  was i n  the house, a burl y  sentry 

barred her way . Upon heari ng the argument Lord Cornwal l i s  came out ,  

l i stened and fi na l l y  gave her permi ssion to retrieve her pi pe .  

Legend al so holds  that the Ki ng • s  men were l ater not s o  easy o n  Di xon 

himsel f.  One story suggests that he was tortured to death by those 

52Thorne , 11 North Carol i na Fri ends and the Revo l ution , .. 339.  

53z bi d .  
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who wi shed hi s h idden gol d .  A pa i r  of fi re tongs  i s  preserved today 

as  the i nstrument of torture . Both Di xon and h i s  son d ied as  a resul t 

of Bri ti sh  v i si ts to h i s stone house--the el der Dixon probably of  camp 

fever contracted from the sol d iers , and a son by a bl ow from a Tory 

robber. 54 The Bri ti sh took much from the area but unwi tti ngly l eft a 

permanent fixture . Whi l e  camped at Cane Creek ,  a huge snow storm 

occurred . The Bri ti sh named the pl ace 11Snow Camp , .. a ti tl e  whi ch has 

remained wi th the area unti l the present day. 55 

Cornwal l i s fi nal l y  l eft the area , but Cane Creek was not wi thout 

confl i ct for l ong . In September of 1 781 , a Tory army consi sting of 

loyal i sts under David  Fanni ng and Scotsmen under Archi bal d McDougal 

were ambushed at li ndl ey ' s Mi l l  on Cane Creek , near the Friend ' s  

Meeting House at Spri ng . Fanning l i sted twenty-seven loyal i sts and 

twenty-four Rebel s ki l l ed ,  wi th sixty Tories and ni nety Whi gs seriously 

wounded at  thi s Battl e of Lind ley ' s  Mi l l . The two armies departed , 

l eavi ng the care of the wounded and the buria l  of the dead to the mercy 

and conscience of the peopl e of Cane Creek . Wi thi n a day or two , 

burial of both Whi gs and Tories was compl ete . W ith the l arge Quaker 

popul ation i n  the area there easi l y  coul d  have been Society assi stance 

after the battl e ,  but no detai l s  surv ive . 56 

The duration and severi ty of the battl e near the meeti ng house 

l ends support to the tradi tion that a number of the men ki l l ed i n  the 

54Di xon , Geneal ogy of the Dixon Fami ly ,  2-4 . 

55Anscombe, I Have Cal l ed You Fri ends ,  265 . 

56Alg i e  I .  Newl i n ,  The Battl e of li ndl ey' s Mi l l  {Burl i ngton , 
N . C . ,  1 975 ) ,  20 .  



battl e were buri ed i n  the Quaker cemetery. Dr . John Pyl e ,  the col onel 

of the Loyal i st regiment which had been cut to p ieces by Whig  forces 

under Col onel Henry Lee only six months earl ier,  l ived barely a 

quarter mi l e  from Lindl ey • s  Mi l l  and almost i n  s ight of the ma i n  scene 

of battl e .  Much to hi s cred it ,  he wa s among those who went immediately 

after the battl e to care for the wounded l eft behi nd by both armies . 

Quakers of the area , i n  spi te of great hardshi p ,  did  not fa i l  to l i ve 

up to the Chri stian l ove George Fox had so l ong preached . 57 

I t  was to these simpl e and compassionate peopl e that Lord Earl 

Cornwal l i s  i ssued h i s procl amation after the Battl e of Gui l ford 

Courthouse. H i s  pri nted announcement read : 

Whereas ,  by the bl ess i ng of Almighty God ,  H i s Majesty • s 
arms have been crowned wi th signal success ,  by the compl ete 
victory obta i ned over the rebel forces on the 1 5th • • •  

I . • •  ca l l  upon al l l oyal subjects to stand forth and 
take an active part i n  restori ng good order and govern­
ment . • • •  58 

He even went so far a s  to offer pardons to al l rebel s ,  except 

murderers ,  who would  surrender themsel ves wi thi n a month. Cornwal l i s  

recognized the importance of enl i sti ng the mi nds and hearts of the 

peopl e before he cou l d  govern t�em . To do thi s  he must first secure 

the support of such neutral groups as  the Quakers of the Pi edmont . 

A few Fri ends did fal ter and thi s procl amation caused a great deal of 

concern among the Whigs ,  especial ly  after an i nci dent shortly there­

a fter i nvol v i ng Col onel Wi l l iam Wa shi ngton . 

57tbi d .  

58stedman , Hi story of the American  War , I I ,  351 ; Banastre 
Tarl eton , A Hi story of the Campa;gns of 1 780-1 781 , i n  the Southern 
Provi nces of North America (Dubl i n ,  1 787) , 286-87 . 
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Whi l e  scouti ng wi th a group of hi s caval rymen near the Bri ti sh 

camp at Bel l • s  Mi l l , Washi ngton saw a group of thirty or more men 

approachi ng from a di stance . He ordered hi s men to hide and observe 

the approach of the unknown men . Their  manner of dress and their  

broad hats i ndicated that they were Fri ends . They were from the Back 

Creek , Carraway, and Uwharrie sections of Rando lph  County . Not 

expecting to see an Ameri can so l d i er so near to the Brit i sh camp , 

they mi stook Washi ngton for a Bri tish sol d i er,  and Washi ngton made no 

effort to correct their  mi staken impression . Instead he ga i ned their  

confi dence so that they openly tol d  him 

• • •  that Greene had been defeated and dri ven out of the 
country, or obl i ged to retreat to Rocki ngham [County] , the 
Bri t i sh  arms were now compl etely tri umphant, that they 
were goi ng to pay thei r respects to fri end Cornwa l l i s ,  and 
tel l  h im they were peace-l ovi ng , sober , qu iet peopl e ,  
hav ing no enmi ty toward him or the Bri t i sh  government . 59 

Thi s i nterpretation of recent events was exactly what Cornwal l i s hoped 

woul d resul t from hi s procl amation and certa i nly  i t  i s  what Greene 

feared woul d  come of i t .  I t  i s  not surpri s ing that a group of 

Piedmont Friends shou ld  wend their way to assure Cornwa l l i s  that they 

woul d abide by a restored col onial government. Friends , of course ,  

were i n  the practice of abid ing by the wi l l  of  the establ i shed govern­

ment as l ong as i t  d id  not requi re them to v iol ate the ir  peace 

testimonies . Their  section of the state had experi enced some of the 

worst of the Tory-Whig fi ghting . They were ti red of war ,  pl underers ,  

and the total l ack of competent government .  One Quaker tol d  

Cornwa l l i s ' s  h i storian Charl es Stedman that "the peopl e experienced 

59caruthers , Revol utionary I ncidents,  1 79.  
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such distress • • •  I believe they would submit to any government in 

the world to obtain peace."60 Peace at any price seemed the answer to 

many hours of prayer. However, the evidence clearly shows that these 

men were in the minority, for very few Quakers expressed approval for 

either of the fighting sides. Had Cornwallis been able to secure 

Quaker acquiescence to his cause, it would have been a great 

propaganda coup for the British. 

Colonel Washington allowed the unsuspecting Quakers to talk 

freely before revealing his identity. He then ordered his men to 

surround the whole group while he gave them a stern lecture. Before 

telling them to go home and live by the principles of their faith, he 

ordered six of the best dressed to exchange clothing with six of his 

men whose clothes had become the most shabby looking. Then he 

ordered a similar exchange of horses. Caruthers notes that long after 

the war Quaker tradition kept alive this colorful story.61 The 

picture of these men, some perhaps elders and overseers, returning 

home dressed in worn out cavalry uniforms must have brought looks of 

astonishment from their families. Similarly, one can imagine the men 

of the cavalry of Colonel Washington, dressed in Quaker hats and coats, 

charging down upon the enemy. It is a certainty that Washington must 

have given Greene a full report of his encounter with the Quakers, 

their interpretation of recent events, and their unquestioning 

acceptance of Cornwallis's propaganda.62 

60Stedman, History of the American War, II, 348. 

61Caruthers, Revolutionary Incidents, 180-81. 

62Newlin, Battle of New Garden, 40. 
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I n  the days fol l owi ng the publ ication o f  Cornwal l i s • s  procl ama­

tion,  Greene showed hi s uneasiness about thi s devel opment . He took 

energetic  steps to counter the propaganda that Cornwal l i s wa s 

scatteri ng over the countrys ide .  For several weeks after the Battl e 

of Gui l ford Courthouse , the rival commanders waged a v igorous 

psycholog ical battl e for the minds and support of the peopl e of North 

Carol i na .  The key group to wi n was the Qua kers i n  the western sec­

t ion ;  hence a battl e for Quaker sympathy fol l owed . I t  was expected 

that the battl e woul d decide the i ssue , but si nce the battl e was only 

a draw, the matter of l oyal ty sti l l  remai ned in doubt . 63 To stri ke a 

bl ow aga i nst Cornwal l i s • s  propaganda and to ask hi s fel l ow Quakers to 

see to the care of hi s wounded , Greene wrote a l etter to the members 

of the New Garden Monthly Meeting . He cl early real i zed thei r 

importance i n  the state and wi shed to wi n them to hi s s ide . The 

l etter was both a warni ng and a request for a i d .  I t  read : 

Fri ends and Countrymen : I address mysel f to your humani ty 
for the rel i ef of the sufferi ng wounded at Gu i l ford Court 
House . As a peopl e I am persuaded you di scl a im any con­
nection wi th the measures cal culated to promote mi l i tary 
operations;  but I know of no order of men more remarkabl e 
for the exerc i se of humani ty and benevol ence ; and perhaps 
no i nstance ever had a hi gher c la im  upon you than the 
unfortunate wounded in your neighborhood . 

I was born and educated i n  the professions and 
pri nci ples  of your Society; and am perfectl y acqua i nted 
wi th your rel i g ious sentiments and general  good conduct as  
c i ti zens .  I am a l so sensi bl e  from the prejudi ces of  many 
bel ongi ng to other rel ig ious societies,  and the mi sconduct 
of a few of your own , that you are general ly considered as  
enemi es to the Independence of Ameri ca . I enterta i n  other 
sentiments , both of your principl es and wi shes . I respect 
you a s  a peopl e ,  and shal l a lways be ready to protect you 
from every viol ence and oppression which  the confusion of 

63I bid . , 58 . 



the times afford but too many instances of.  Do not be 
dece i ved . Thi s i s  no rel igious d i spute . The contest i s  
for pol it ical l i berty, wi thout whi ch cannot be enjoyed the 
free exerci se of your rel igion . 

The Bri ti sh are fl attering you wi th conquest and 
exc i t ing your apprehensions  respecti ng rel ig ious  l i berty . 
They decei ve you i n  both . They can nei ther conquer thi s  
country ,  nor wi l l  you be mol ested i n  the exerc i se of your 
sentiments . I t  i s  true , they may spread desol ation and 
d istress over many parts of the country, but when the 
i nhab i tants exert their force, the enemy must fl ee before 
them . There i s  but one way to put a speedy end to the 
extremi ti es of war, which i s ,  for the peopl e to be uni ted . 
I t  i s  the interest of the enemy to create di v i s ions among 
you,  and whi l e  they preva i l  your di stress wi l l  conti nue . 
Have the enemy any friends to suffer or feel for? They 
have not ,  nei ther do they care how great your cal amities  
if  it  but contri butes to the gratifi cation of the ir  pride 
and ambi tion . You woul d nei ther have l i berty nor property 
coul d the enemy succeed i n  the ir  measures . How have they 
deceived you i n  their  procl amations? and how have they 
viol ated the i r  fa i th wi th your friends i n  Sou th Carol i na? 
They are now fl eeing before us ,  and must soon be expel l ed 
from our border i f  the peopl e wi l l  conti nue to a i d  the 
operations of the army .  

Hav i ng g iven you thi s i nformati on , I have only to 
remark tha t I shal l be exceedi ngly obl iged to you to 
contri bute al l in power to rel ieve the unfortunates a t  
Gui l ford , and Dr . Wal l ace i s  d irected to point out the 
thing s  most wanted , and to receive and apply donations , 
and from the l i beral i ty of your order upon the occasion 
I shal l be abl e to judge your feel i ngs as  men . • • and 
pri nci p l es as a Society. Gi ven at Headquarters , North 
Carol i na ,  March 26 , 1 781 , and the fi fth year of American 
Independence .64 

1 �  

Greene • s  p l ea for New Garden Friends to g ive at l east thei r 

sympathetic  support to the cause of i ndependence fel l on deaf ears . 

He had h igh  hopes for the l etter and no doubt expected i t  to reach 

most of the Quakers i n  the area . To Greene , the Fri ends of North 

Carol i na c l early were an important and i nfl uential  minori ty that 

deserved a great deal of hi s attention . Superfic ia l l y  the l etter may 

64Ameri can Museum, VI ( 1 789) , 21 3 ;  Phi l l i ps  Russel l ,  North 
Carol i na and the Revol utionary �ar ( Charl otte, N . C . , 1 965 ) ,  222-23 . 
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be viewed as  a strong l ecture to area Quakers on the basic  i ssues of 

war,  but a careful readi ng reveal s Greene ' s  true moti ve--to wi n the 

propaganda war agai nst the Bri t i sh for the minds of the peopl e  of 

North Caro l i na ,  particularly the Society of Friends . Greene was trying 

to counter Cornwal l i s ' s  pronouncement , attempting to do by l etter what 

Col onel s Washington and Lee had been doing by mi l i tary force . 65 To 

hi s pl ea the Quakers repl ied :  

Fri end Greene : We received thine , bei ng dated March 26 , 
1 781 . Agreeabl e to thy request we shal l do al l that l i es 
in our power , al though thi s may i nform you that from our 
present s ituati on we are i l l  abl e to ass i st as  much as  we 
woul d  be g l ad to do , as  the Americans have l a i n  much upon 
u s ,  and of l ate the Bri ti sh have pl undered and entirely 
broken up many among us,  which  renders i t  hard , and there 
i s  at our meetinghouse i n  New Garden upward of one hundred 
now l i v i ng ,  that have no means of provi s ion , except what 
hospi tal i ty the nei ghborhood affords them , whi ch we l ook 
upon as a hardshi p upon us ,  if not an imposi tion ; but 
notwi thstandi ng a l l  thi s ,  we are determi ned , by the 
assi stance of Provi dence, whi l e  we have anyth ing among us ,  
that the di stressed both at the Court House and here shal l 
have part of i t  wi th us . As we have as  yet made no 
d i stinction as  to party and the ir  cause--and as  we have 
none to commi t our cause to but God al one, but hol d  i t  
the duty of true Chri sti ans , a t  al l t imes to assi st the 
di stressed . 66 

In  the l ast sentence of the Quaker message , Fri ends gave thei r response 

to Greene ' s  argument against the Bri ti sh .  They steadfastly defended 

their  ancient  testimonies and renewed the ir  a l l eg iance onl y  to God .  

I f  i t  had been Greene ' s  i ntention to convince the Society to act 

favorably toward the American cause , he fa1 l ed . 67 

65Newl i n ,  Battl e of New �arden , 37 and 41 . 

66Russel l ,  North Carol i na and the Revol uti onary War , 223-24 . 

67Newl 1 n ,  Battl e of New Garden , 42-43 .  
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Even i n  the bi tter 1 7ao • s then , most Quakers i n  North Carol i na 

remai ned true to their  peace testimony i n  spi te of pi tched battl es i n  

their communi ti es . Quakers in  the state were caught between the ir  

doctri ne and pol i ti cal preference . Al though both s i des ,  parti cul arly  

the Patriots , treated members of the Soci ety roughly,  each  group 

wi shed the support and l oyal ty of Fri ends and struggl ed to offer 

whatever concessions they coul d afford at the moment. Both Patriot 

and Bri ton recogni zed the importance of the Society of Friends in the 

state and waged a fi erce propaganda battl e for their  support . How­

ever , as  much as  the rival  governments wi shed to accommodate the 

Quakers , they coul d do l i ttl e to change the Friends • princ i pl es and 

the i r  atti tudes toward the war.  What the war did do was to profoundly 

change the character of the Society in North Carol i na .  



CHAPTER VI 

EPILOG--THE AFTERMATH OF THE REVOLUTION 

From its beginnings, the Society of Friends suffered for its 

beliefs. The culmination of this suffering in North Carolina was the 

American Revolution. It was this traumatic war linked with the well­

known Quaker aversion to slavery that spelled the end of a vigorous 

Society in the state. Although the Religious Society of Friends still 

exists in North Carolina today, it is not as prosperous or as visible 

state-wide as it was in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

The effects of the war on the Society were disastrous. Many young 

Quakers left the faith, and between 1783 and 1800 only thirteen 

certificates were received from immigrants in New Garden, the heart of 

the Quaker community in North Carolina.l 

Quakers suffered during the Revolution--indeed the war threat­

ened their very existence--but in one sense, war served to strengthen 

the Society. Arthur Mekeel, modern-day Quaker historian, thought the 

war caused the Society to prune away its dead wood: 110nly those who 

were willing to suffer in maintaining their religious ideas were 

allowed to remain in its ranks and in this respect it underwent a 

process of purification.112 In other words, a stronger but smaller 

lR.D.W. Connor, North Carolina: Rebuilding the Ancient 
Commonwealth {2 vols., Chicago, 1929), I, 391. 

2Mekeel, 11Rel at ion of Quakers to the American Revel uti on, 11 
391. 

108 
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Society emerged from the American Revolution. Charles Jenkins, 

another modern Quaker historian, agrees and calls the war " a  series 

of major surgical operations and that the patient survived, is a 

testimonial to its inherited good health, soundness and spiritual 

strength."3 Thus in the midst of war and its sorrowful aftermath, 

North Carolina's small Society of Friends cleansed itself and sheared 

off its marginal members. 

To deny that the war was a traumatic ordeal for Quakers would 

be a misrepresentation of the facts. Although the question of the 

testimony against war became relatively unimportant in North Carolina 

after the Revolution, there still remained the burning issue of 

slavery, and many Quakers worked for emancipation.4 The North Carolina 

Yearly Meeting's Standing Committee of 1787 used the Declaration of 

Independence to refute slavery.S On November 23, 1787, the Yearly 

Meeting presented a petition which called "for the emancipation of 

the Slaves, the property of the people called Quakers, under certain 

rules and restrictions."6 It was, therefore, this disapproval of 

slavery coupled with opposition to the American Revolution that eroded 

the normal toleration given to Quakers during peacetime. 

The success of the Society of Friends in surviving the trying 

days of the Revolution was itself a testimony to the soundness of its 

3Jenkins, "Joseph Hewes," 233. 

4weeks, Southern Quakers and Slavery, 194. 

Sstanding Committee Minutes for North Carolina Yearly Meeting 
for 1787. 

6N. C. Recs., XX, 144. 
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basic  bel i efs . 7 Friends acqui red an "unpatriotic" reputation during 

the Revol ution . Because of their  views on peace and war,  they were 

taunted as  Tori es and cowards ,  and many became convi nced that the 

South hel d l i ttl e future for them. Some Fri ends became d i si l l usioned , 

and there was no l onger expectation that immi gration from the North 

woul d strengthen the Soci ety i n  the South .a Thi s atti tude prevai l ed 

l ong after the war .  I n  1 797 , for exampl e ,  North Carol i na Congressman 

Nathaniel Macon noted that during the hosti l i ti es ,  Quakers i n  h i s  

state "were general ly Tories . .. g Hi s thoughts may have been fostered 

by the fact that Qua kers decl i ned to i l l umi nate thei r wi ndows at  

n i ght to commemorate the Bri ti sh defeat at Yorktown . l O  

I t  i s  i mportant  to note that Quakers were the fi rst organi zed 

and the most d i sc i pl i ned and determi ned group i n  the South to di ssent 

from the preva i l i ng fol kways and practi ces of the region .  Because of 

thei r pecul iari t i es of dress , speech and tri bal un i ty ,  they were 

l ooked upon as  a s i ngul ar peopl e  who appeared to be i n  constant 

conspi racy aga i nst the worl dly thi nki ng of the majori ty . 1 1  Thei r 

l i beral i sm i n  a region noted for i ts res i stance to change caused the 

?Jen kins ,  "Joseph Hewes , "  232 .  

8Anscombe , I Have cal l ed You Friends , 1 79 .  

9Joseph Gal es , Sr . , ed . ,  The Debates and Proceed i n  s i n  the 
Congress of the United States (Washi ngton , D . C . , 834-56 , 5th 
Congress , 2nd Session , 622 (Nov .  30 ,  1 797 ) . 

l Oclaude H .  Van Tyne , The Loyal i sts i n  the American Revol ution 
( New York , 1 902 ) ,  21 0 .  

l l Howard Beeth, "The South and the Outsider : Ori g i n  of a 
Partnershi p , "  Southern Humani ti es Rev iew ,  I X  ( 1 975 ) ,  354 . 
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Quakers to be consi dered outsiders i n  thei r own l and . In  actual i ty ,  

however, they were not "outs iders" at  a l l .  Fri ends were among the 

fi rst settlers i n  North Carol ina and grew with the area as  i t  expanded . 

Accordi ng to modern Quaker hi storian Howard Beeth : "General ly • • • 

Southerners recei ved Fri ends wi th a tol erance whic h  i f  not uni form 

was neverthel ess  measurably di fferent from which they encountered 

el sewhere . " l 2  A search of the l i terature reveal s  that the general 

atti tude toward Quakers i n  America at thi s time was ambi val ent.  

Yet with the cessation of fighting came the begi nn i ng of a new 

era in  North Carol ina .  Fri ends ga i ned a certa i n  measure of tol erance 

from the new government . In 1 784 , the Assembly granted Quakers the 

right to affi rm the ir  l oya l ty to the new government , and the Yearly 

Meeting wi thdrew i ts objection to i ts members part ic ipati ng in  

pol i tics . l 3  The next year consc i entious objectors were excused from 

attend i ng musters . Thi s  cl ause was reenacted i n  the new mi l i tia  l aw 

passed i n  1 786 , and wi th the enactment of thi s l aw,  Quakers had 

obtai ned al l thei r demands i n  the matter of mi l i tary affa irs . l 4  The 

Assembly even went so far as to exempt Quakers from the House of 

Commons rul e  that  each member must remove hi s hat when i n  the House . l 5  

Despi te these ga ins ,  the Society was one o f  the four rel ig ious 

sects in  North Carol i na whi ch l ost ground or remai ned almost static 

1 2 Ibi d . , 347 . 

1 3North Carol i na Yearly Meeti ng Mi nutes for 1 784 .  

1 4N .  C .  Recs . , XXIV,  7 1 6 and 81 9 .  

1 5N .  c. Recs . ,  XXI ,  9 and 1 97 .  
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after the Revo l ution--the others bei ng the Angl i cans , Moravians and 

German Reformed . l 6  As soon as  the war was over , Fri ends accepted the 

resul ts .  Quakers had never bl i ndly obeyed despoti sm. They had 

steadi l y  resi sted i t  i n  Eng land ; they did the same i n  America . 

Accordi ng to Stephen B .  Weeks , 11They were then l og i cal l y  a nd 

hi storica l ly,  on the side of the col oni sts i n  the question at  i ssue . 

They di ffered from them i n  regard to the method that should  be 

empl oyed to atta i n  the end . n l 7  

After the war certain  other changes can be noted . The Fri ends 

became wi l l i ng to accommodate themsel ves to the way of l ife of the 

rest of the state ' s  i nhabi tants . l 8  The return of peace hel ped to 

reduce the hosti l i ty of non-Fri ends  toward the Society,  and Quakers 

then 11Went on ma king themsel ves a hol y army to fight for the good of 

the whol e ci vi l  community. u l 9  The Ameri can Revol ution wi ped out the 

assumption by Quakers that they coul d  remai n  a uni que group apart 

from soc iety. The war gave the church a new commitment to be more 

act ive i n  the c iv ic  l i fe of the communi ty. They al so became opti mi stic 

about the spi ri tual effects the Revol ution woul d  have on the ir  

neighbors , hop i ng that  war woul d have a puri fyi ng effect on the peopl e  

and make them l ook  i nwardly toward God . Yet as  i t  turned out, the 

1 6Lefl er and Newsome , North Carol i na ,  1 32 .  

1 7weeks ,  Southern Quakers and S lavery, 1 85 . 

1 8cal hoon , Rel igion and the American Revol ution i n  North 
Caro l i na ,  i x .  

1 9sydney V.  James , 11The Impact of the Ameri can Revo l ution on 
Quakers ' Ideas About  Their  Sect, 11 Wi l l i am and Mary Quarterly, 3d 
Ser . , XIX ( 1 962 ) ,  377 . 
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Quakers themsel ves were the ones who went through a n  unexpected 

transformation ,  particularly  i n  their  rel ationshi p to the civi l 

communi ty .  The Revol ution revea l ed weaknesses i n  Quaker fai th and 

11chal l enged the Quakers ei ther to find a new rol e  i n  American society 

or to accept further i solation from i t . u 20 Thus out of the cri s i s of 

war came the need to reeval uate the pl ace of the church i n  the worl d .  

Quakers abandoned the i dea of general conversion and repl aced i t  with 

one of soc ia l  service.  Furthermore , they accepted the idea of thei r 

own puri ty wi th in  a tai nted soci ety . 21 Al though these new ideas about 

the church d id  not sati sfy every Quaker or prevent di sagreement over 

i ts rol e  i n  l ater years , they made i t  possi bl e  for the Soc iety of 

Fri ends to rema i n  an important part of the state and nation . 22 

However , there was one area i n  whi ch Fri ends refused to 

compromi se and that was on the i ssue of bl ack sl avery. Many North 

Caro l i na Quakers refused to l i ve i n  a communi ty which accepted 

sl avery, so they l eft the state . Thi s  great mi gration drai ned North 

Caro l i na of a l a rge number of i ts Friends ,  many migrating to the Mi ddl e 

West . Thi s mass migration was caused not only by opposi tion to 

sl avery but al so was brought about by the chaos of the Revol ution 

whi ch d i srupted the whol e economic and soc ial system of the state .  

Thi s fl ow of popu l ation from the upper South to the ol d Northwest had 

considerable  i nfl uence on American hi story .  The North Carol i na 

20Ibi d . , 382 and 360. 

21 Ib id . ,  365 and 378. 

22Ib id . ,  382 . 
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Quakers who migrated across the Ohio Ri ver removed a val uable anti­

s l avery el ement from the South and weakened the cause of l i beral i sm in 

that reg ion . 

As has been seen , the story of early North Caro l i na Quakeri sm 

i s  far from s impl e , and many h i storians have wrestl ed wi th i ts 

compl i cations . Yet there are clear and conci se themes which  can be 

extracted from the overal l pi cture . The early Friends came to North 

Carol ina for economic as wel l as spi ri tual reasons .  They settl ed i n  

the northeastern part of Carol ina and then migrated to other parts of 

the col ony. Al ways a mi nority,  perhaps as  few as one-seventh or as  

many as  one-fourth of  the population at  the time ,  they were highly  

v i s i bl e  and important members of the prov i nce. The Quakers were 

important as  farmers and governmental  officia l s as  wel l  as  spi ri tual 

l eaders . They met wi th l i ttl e opposi tion in  the early years of 

settl ement,  but as thei r power grew and the S . P .G .  cl aimed i ts 

negl ected pari shes ,  thi s friction mani fested i tsel f i n  many sma l l  

d i sputes and two l arge rebel l ions .  The promi se of  an  aggressi ve and 

rapidly growi ng Society was thwarted duri ng these early years . 

Duri ng the second peri od of Quaker h istory i n  North Carol i na ,  

that of the Ang l o- French Wars , Friends experienced i ncreasing 

d
-
i fficul ty wi th the provi ncial government over a variety of i ssues . 

Quakers became i ncreasingly unpopul ar , mai nly  because of their  

opposi tion to the use of force aga inst the Indians . Duri ng the years 

pri or to the Ameri can Revol ution , Fri ends most often cl ashed wi th 

authori ties i n  three ma i n  areas : ( 1 )  mi l i tary service , (2 ) payment 

of monies for mi l i tary operations , and ( 3 ) the sweari ng of oaths . 

Some Fri ends were di sowned for submi tti ng to offi cial  pressure , but the 



majori ty rema i ned true to their  bel iefs . The War of the Regulation 

proved to be the most severe test of the pre-revol utionary days for 

the Soci ety. It  was these i ssues of peace , war ,  a l l eg iance, and 

fi na l ly s lavery which fi rst began to tug at the foundations of the 

Society precedi ng i ts most traumatic ordeal i n  North Caro l i na ,  the 

American Revo l uti on .  

1 1 5  

The American Revol ution was cl early the greatest cal amity i n  

hi story to h it  the North Carol i na Quakers . Al though i n  practice , the 

new revol utionary government acted more harshly than the ol d col onial 

government, i t  at l east gave the appearance of  tryi ng to understand 

and accommodate Quaker i deas .  In spi te of government efforts , Fri ends 

found i t  di fficu l t  to mai ntain  a neutral stand . Di sputes were common 

wi th the government over the ol d i ssues but most of the sufferi ng i n  

the early years arose from the monetary demands o f  the new state 

government .  

As i n  the Angl o-French Wars , Friends were general l y  true to 

thei r bel iefs ; a few members devi ated but were qu ickly  di sowned by 

their  meetings . Greater suffering took pl ace i n  the l ater war years 

when the fi ght i ng actual l y  came to the South. The grim real i ti es of 

war p lus even heav ier monetary pun ishment combined to make the 1 78o • s 

the most di fficul t of the war years for North Caro l i na Quakers . Three 

battl es were fought near Quaker settl ements--New Garden , Gu i l ford 

Courthouse ,  and Lindl ey • s  Mi l l --each bringing the fal l out  of ravagi ng 

armi es . Both the Bri ti sh and colonia l s vied for the Quakers a s  al l i es 

but nei ther won the propaganda contest from a peopl e  who mai ntai ned 

a l l egiance only to God . 
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The aftermath of the war was i n  many ways a s  di fficu l t  as  the 

Revol ution i tsel f.  The Revol ution ,  l i nked wi th the Quaker aversion to 

sl avery, spel l ed the end of a vigorous Soc iety i n  the state . However ,  

i n  a strange way it  was the weaken ing whi ch actual ly strengthened the 

Friends .  Wi th the waveri ng members of  the Society gone , those who 

rema ined were stronger and more dedicated than ever to the Quaker way 

of l i fe .  Quaker immi grati on stopped after the American Revol ution and 

Friends, in turn, migrated westward to the ol d Northwest to escape 

sl avery. Qua kers in North Carol i na were sti l l  looked upon as  

unpatriotic and part of a conspi racy , whi ch may have al so contri buted 

to thi s vast exodus .  I n  an effort to keep these va l uabl e citizens i n  

the state, the Assembly passed several l aws which  gave Qua kers a l l  the 

demands they had wi shed for previously,  but even thi s did  not stem the 

outward movement .  The war profoundly changed Quakeri sm i n  North 

Carol i na i n  that i t  al so caused the Soci ety to turn from growth to 

social  service and from grand publ ic  di spl ays to smal l qui et victories . 

In  spi te of al l that has been wri tten about North Carol ina and 

Southern Quakers ,  there sti l l  remains  a l ack of understandi ng about 

their place in the hi story of the state and the region . The di s­

ti ngu i shed Richard Beal e Dav i s  chasti ses the Quakers of the South for 

feavi ng 11Sad evidence of their  l ack of dynamic l eadership . n23 He 

despa i rs that the ir  11moral consci ence and consci ousness ,  i f  i t  had any 

effect on the southern mind , i s  an effect too subtl e and tenuous  to 

23Richard Bea l e  Davi s ,  Intel l ectual Life i n  the Col onial  South, 
1 585-1 763 ( 3 vol s . ,  Knoxvi l l e ,  Tenn . ,  1 978) , I I ,  696. 
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trace today. u24 Dav i s  suggests that the Quakers fai l ed and were 

reduced after the col onial period to the l i vi ng of qu iet spi ri tua l 

l i ves .  North Carol i na Qua ker hi storian Seth H inshaw views the matter 

d ifferently :  118 1 essed are the peacemakers even when they fa i 1 .  u25 

Al though Dav i s concl udes that Southern Quakers produced no great 

l eaders or attracted great l eaders to their  bel iefs , he recognizes the 

d i fficu l ty of tracing Qua ker i nfl uence today . However ,  Davi s  does 

concede tha t 11 the s trong anti-sl avery feel i ng of many of the southern 

revol utionary patri ots , notably Jefferson and hi s friends ,  a lmost 

surely came i n  part from thei r Quaker nei ghbors and ki nsmen . u26 

Even if the Quaker effect on the South was as  subtl e and tenuous as  

Dav i s  suggests, one i s  remi nded aga i n  of Seth H i nshaw who sa i d :  11 1 t  

i s  d iffi cul t to measure precisely the i nfl uence of  a powerful 

example . u27 Thi s then i s  a legacy whi ch the North Carol i na Friends 

l eft their  state , the South, and the nation . 

24Ibi d .  

25Hinshaw, Quaker Infl uence on America , 1 7 .  

26oav i s ,  I ntel l ectual L ife i n  the Col on ial South , I I ,  696 . 

27Hinshaw , Quaker Infl uence on America , 1 7 .  
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