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PREFACE

Williem B. Bate, scldler, govérnor, and United
States Senator, had a long and actlve public career,
lasting from 1845 %o 1905. Wien onc considera the im-
portent and lar-reaciing events that transpired within
tals perisd, 1t can readlly be seen that a work ol this
length cannot tell =2 complete atory. Jonsequently I
hevs tried tried to deal with Bate meinly in nhls relae-
tion to the history of Tenncsses,

Having been interested in ths history of Tennes~
ses and ol the South since I was & child, I chose Bate
&3 the subject of this thesis., Xy interest was also in-
creased by the fect thal my paternal grendfather took
part in the Battle of Chickamaurs, and msny.times =y
father has told me how 4randfather deseribed the baftle
and spoke ol the part that Bastets bripgade had in 1it,

The writer is greatly indebted tc Dr, S, J., Folms=-
bee, under whosc supervision thils werik has been done, for
his suggestions, assistence and criticlsm, Acknowledg-
ment is also dues to Dr. Ruth Stephens and Dr. Leroy P.
Graf who read the manuscript and olfered valuable sug-
zestlons, Lastly, scknowledgmusnis are dus to the steffs

of the Univeraity of Tennessee Llbrary and the Lawson-
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MeGhee Library, as well as (o L. Gobert A, Quarles,
custodian of the State Archives at hashville, who made
available for me the correspondence o the agovernors

and the Washville Daily Gézette.
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CHAPTER I
EARLY LIFE

Willism Brimage Bate, son of James and Alma
Weathered Bats, was born near Castalian Springs, Sum-
ner County, Tennessee, on October 7, 1826. At the
age of seven he began to attend school et Rural Acade-
my neer Castellian Springs., His father died in 1841,
end young Bate left school to work on the farm. At
the sge of eighteen he became a clerk on the 3Saladin,
a2 river stesamer principally owned by John Bell, a
prominent Whig and former Congressmen from Tennessee,
and made regular runs between Nashville and New Or-
leans.l

When the Mexican Wer begen he was in New Or-
lesns. On May 15, 1846, he enlisted for six months
in Compsny F, Fourth Loulslane Infantry. This regi-
ment arrived at Lomita, Mexico, June L, 1846, for ser-
vice under Gensral Zechary Taylor, who for thres months
was unable to launch an active campalgn due to a lack
of supplies. Officlals of the War Department in Wash-
ington had planned to send both supplles and reenforce=

ments for his army up the Rlio Grande by ocean steemers;

15, a. Cisco, Historic Sumner County, Tennessee
(Nashvllle: Folk Kellin Printing COe, l?ﬁ?f, 2ee-22l.
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but upon leerning that the mouth of this rlver was too
shallow to admit ocean~-going vessels, these officlals
had river steameras brought from the South and the South-
east for this purpose, NMsanwhile the restless volun-
teers were becoming more lmpatient; and, when General
Teylor received an order from the War Department saying
that the soldiers who had enlisted for a term of six
months or less would be discharged iummediastely unless
they reenlisted for a year, 3,000 of his volunteers
chose to accept discharges. Among this number were
Bate and the other members of the Fourth Louisiana In-
fantry, who were sent back to New Orleans and given
honorable discharges on August 1, 18&6.2

$ate returned to Tennessee and on October 2,
18,7, volunteered as & private in Company I, Third
Tennessee Infantry, which wes commanded by Colonel B,
F., Cheatham sand composed largely of men from Sumner,
Davidson, Neury, and Willliamson counties.

On October 8, 1847, his regiment departed for
Mexico to serve in General Winfleld SBcott's army. Bate

was soon promoted to First Lieutenant and took part in

2

Alfred H. Bill, Raggarsal for Conflict (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, ’ - »
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the campaigns against Vera Cruz, Pueblas, Molino del Rey,
and Mexico City. He served with this reglment until
July 22, 1848, when its members were mustersd out at

3

Memphis. Prom here he returned to his home in Sumer
County where he worked on the farm and published The

Tenth Legion, & stréngly pro-Democraitic weekly news-

papar,ll~ at Gallatin.s

In 1849 he was r candidate on the Democratic
ticket for representetive in the legislature from Sum-
ner County, There were elght other candldates, the prin-
cipel one belng General George P. Haney, a former soldier
in the NMexlcan War. Bate was saslly elected and served
for one term, 1849»1850.6

Ag a member of the House of Representatives, he

7

helped to elect Landon C, Haynes as Speaker, He also

introduced bills to charter Eledsoce Creek Turnplke in

BRepresantative Gaines of Tennessee quoting a
statement from the War Departmsni, Military Secretary's

O0ffice, Washington, June 16, 1900, in Willlam Brimace
Bate - Memorial Address, 59 Conpress, 2 Session [Wash-
Ington: Government printing Office, 1507), 07.

h?ark ¥ershall, A Life of William B. Bale (Nash-
ville; The Cumberland Press, 1900/, 29.

531330, op. eit., 22.

. 6william Brimage Bate - Memorial Address, 67.

TJournal of the House of Representatives, Tennes-
see Genersl Assembiy, 1849~1850, p. 5. Herealter cited
Houss Journal.
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Sumner County,s divide and apportion the Academy fund
of Sumner County equally between boys and girls, and
incorporate Bledsoe Female Academy. le also presented
& memorisl from some citlzens of Sumner County on the
sub ject of a railroad from Louisville to Hashville.g

Bitter feeling had besn crested in both ths North
end the South by the Wilmot Proviso of 1846, which, had
it been enacted, would have prohibited slavery in any
territory acquired f:om Mexico &8s a result of the war,
Hardly had this feellng subsided, when California ap-
plied for adulsslion as & [ree state. The quarrel over
the question of the admission of California, slavery
and the slave trade in the District of Columbla, the
Fugltive Slave Law, and the status of slavery in the
remainder of' the territory acquired from Mexico was
building up & sectional natlionalisw in the Southa.lD

In Tennessee each house of the legislaturs had
a commlttee on Federal Relations. bBate, & member of
this committee in the House, on November 23, 1849, pre-
sented, on behall of this committee, a serles of reso-

lutions on the subject of Southern rights with refsrence

81b1d., 287.

9Tvid., 364, 619.

10rrancis B, Simkins, The South 0ld and New
{ew York: Alfred A. Knopfl, y 2U=29,
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to slavery. These resolutlons denled the right of Con-
gress to prevent slavery in the territories, upheld the
soverelgnty of the States, end declared that the Wilmot
Provisc btogether with the other attacks belng mede upon
the institution of slavery showed a design on the part
of the poeople of the orth to absolisa slevery in the
States.

The resolutlions expressed & desire to maintain
the Union as it was formed, demanded that Congress enact
laws to ald in the recovery of fugltive slaves, opposed
the admlsslon of Californis a&s a free state, and recom-
mended that a convention of the slave-holding states be
held at liashville on the first Monday in June, 1350, to
devise and adopt some mode of reslstance sgzainst the at~
tacks on slavery and the South. 1In conclusion the reso-
lutions said;

Should congress pass the Wllmot Proviso,
or a law aboliashing slavery in the District of
Columbia, or prohlbiting the slave itrade betwsen
the Stetes, these would be such a breech of the
Faderal Coapact that would meke it the duty of,
as well as 1t is the right of the slaveholding
states to tale care ol their own salety, and up-
on the passage by Congress of either of these
lews, the Governor of the 8tate is requestesd

forthwith to convene the General Assembly io
consider the mode and measure of redress,l

1liouse Journal, 1849-1850, pp. 327-331.
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To these resolutions was edded this emendment
for which Bate voted:
And that the only method by whlch the
Union cen be preserved in the original purity,
8c a3 to secure to the several states thelr
constitutional rights is by resisting at all
aAszaras and to the last oxtremity any and all
attempts to viclgte the spirit and intent of
its provisions.l
The majority report of the Comnmittes on Federsl
Kelations, which was practlically the same as Bate's,
was adopted by the liouse of Februsry §, 1850.13 dow=-
ever, the Whiz Senate refused to adopt tiese or similar
resgolutions on the ground that it wes noc part of thelr
delegeted trust to have any connection with the propos-
ed convention at ﬁashviila.lh
Bate did not seek reelection to the legislature.
In 1551 he entered the Cumberlend Unlversity College of
Lew &t Lebsanon, Tennessee, and wis graduated in 1852.15

16

He was then sdultted to the Galletin bar. iia jor

121p1a., 858.
131v14., 796,

ocurnal of the Senate, Tennessee General Assenm-
lk} 1l of the 8 T 3 1l
bly, 1649=1050, p. (0L. dereafter cited Senate Journal.

153amas Phelan, History of Tennessee (Boston:
Houghton Miflin and Co., IBBB;, .

16"Bate, Willimm Brimsge," in Biographical Direc-~
tory of the Americen Congress, 1%2&-1§§% {WashIngton:
Government Printing Cffice, 19 s D7=00.
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George W, Winchester, observing that Bate was a success-
ful, methodlical, tireless practitioner, formed a part-
nership with him that lasted until 185, when Bate was
slected Attorney Genersl for the Nashville District,
composed of Sumner, Davidson, end Williamson Counties.
In this position Bate developed a keen intultive Judg-
ment &nd was considered one of the outstanding attor-
neys general of the State. He held this office until
1860, 17 ,

In 1856 Bate was married to Miss Julla Peete of
Huntsville, Alabama, a&nd shortly after his marriege he
was nominated for Representative in Congress but de~
clined.18 1In 1860 he was a candidate for presidential
elector on the Breckinridge-lLsane ticket, and about this

time he became deeply interested in politics.

17Remarks of Senator Daniel of Virginia in wil-
lism Brimate Bate - Memoriasl Address, 2l.

18E. W. Carmack, "Record of a Confederate &nd a
Senator," Confederate Vetersn, XV (March, 1907), 11.

19Phelan, op. cit., 228,



CHAPTER II
CIVIL WAR PERIOD ¥

Immediately after the election of Abraham Lincoln
in 1860, the South Carolina Legislature called a conven-
tion of the people to consider the dangers of remalning
in the Union. This convention on December 20, 1860,
passed 1ts Ordinence of Secession. By February 1, 1861,
Georglas and the flve Gulfl 8tates had fallowéd South Caro-
lina out of the Unlon; and on February 4, 1861, represen-
tatives from the seceding states met at Montgomery, Ala-
bama, to organize a provisional goverument for the Con-
federate States of America,

The pecople of the Upper South were itorn betwsen
sentiment Cor the Union and a spirit of sectionalisa
based on the plantation system and whilte suprenacy.

They wanted to stay in the Unlon 1f thelr rights would
be respected and they could have peace.

When Governor Francis Pickens of South Carolina
receilved e message that a relief expedition was on its
way to Fort Sumter, he ordered General P. G. T, Beaure-
gard to reduce the fort. At dawn on April 12, 1861, the
South Carolina forces began the bombardmeat of the



fort,

On the next dey after the attack on Fort Sumter,
Bate enlisted in Company 2, Second Tennessee Regiment,
Confederate, and was elscted Colonel.2 Flve deys letsr
he was in Montgomesry, Alabame, where he conferred with
L. P. Walker, Secretary of War for the Confederate
States of America, who proamissd to furnlsh his regiment
with arms.B As a compliment to Secrestary VWelker, Bate
called his regiment the Walker Legion.h Because Tennes-
see had not yet seceded, arms were sent toc Lynchburg,
Virginia, and the Walker Legion went into service under
the call of Governor Letcher of Virginin.s

Colonsl Bate bellieved that Tennessse would sscede,

but he [esred that Governor Isham G. Harris, who was a

lsimkins, op. cit., 129-133.

2c1sco, op. cit., 223.

3Bate to L. P. Walker, Secretary of War, in War
of the Rebellion; Officiasl Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies (Wasshington: Government Frinting
Office, 1902), Beries I, Vol. II, 58. lHereafter refer-
red to as 0, R,

hﬁeport of Danlel 5. Ruggles, Colonel, Provislon=-
al Army to Colonel R, S. Garnett, Adjutent Gensrel Vir-
ginia Forces, ibid., 55-56,

SExtracts from the proceedings of the Advisory
Councll of the State of Virginis, ibid., 793.



10
staunch supporter of secession and of union with the Con=-
federscy, might not be reelected. He asked Secretary
Walker to give Governor Harris the power to recall the
Second Tennesses Regiment if necessary to insure ilar-
ris! reelection.é Welker notified Governor Earris that
he might recall the Tenneessee troops st any time beceuse
Tennesseec wss not & mexmber of the Confederascy and her
contribution was considered voluntary.7 \

On May 3, 1861, three companies of soldiers from
- Sumner County, who expected to be sent immedistely to
Join General Beauregard in the Esst, errived by train
in Hashville. One of these was Company 2, composed of
104 men.8 There was & diff'erence of opinion amoug the
military end civil authorities as to whether the sol~
diers should remain in Tennesses or be sent into Vir-
ginia, General Gideon J. Pillow held the first opinion.
¥earing that the Federals would invade Tennessee, he
askoed that the movement of troops into Virginis be dis~

continued.9 Governor Harris overruled Genersl Plilow

6Bate to L, P, Walker, Secretary of Wwar, April

20, 1861, ibid., 73-T7k.

TExtracts from the proceedings of the Advisory
Counclil of the State of Virginia, ibid., 793.

BNashvillﬁ Dally Gazette, May l, 1861.

91bid., May b, 1861.
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saying that people would defend their own state who
would not fight willingly in enother. Bate agreed with
Harris. iis company had been forsed with the understand-
ing that 1t would be sent to Virginia. Beslides, 137

companies had already been toendered to Harris, and Bate

felt that his could be sparsd for service in the East,10

On May 9, 1861, Bate's regiment started for
Lynchburg, embarking on the Nashville and Chattanoogs

Railroad}l

In a letter written at Bristol, Bate report-
ed that secession seatlmont seemed to be stroung in Dast
Tennaessee and termed the Unlonlst efforts of Andrew John-

12 The Second Ten-

son and T. A. R, Helson as evoriive,
nessee Regiment reached Lynchburg on Hay 12, and was mus=-
tered into the Confederate service.lB By May 21, this
regiment, numbering $52 men, hed errived in Richmond and
gone into camp at the head of Main Street.lh Six days

later the regiment set out for Fredericksburg,ls and

101p14,, May 9, 1861,
1l1bid,, May 10, 1861,
127p1d,, May 13, 1861,

‘13Jonn B. Lindsley, The Military Annals of Tennes-
see (Nashville: J. ¥. Lindsay and Co., 1580), 131.

‘ 1h?rank Mopre, ed., The Reballion Record, 11 Vols,
(New York: G. P. Putnem, 186h7, I, 75 (TDoc. 142%).

1oy ashville Daily Gazetie, Hay 31, 1861.
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. i
upon- arriving there, was ordered to a polnt on the Fred-
sricksbury and Aqule Crecl Railroad known as Canzp Jack-

16

son, Here Bate was given command of a brigade com-

posed of his own regizent and the Virginla itroops pres-

18 Cu: Mey 31 the

ent,l7 numbering about 3,000 in all.
Confederate Battery at Aguis Creek was [ired upon by
three war steamers, and Colonel Daniel Ruggles, who was
in command of the Confederate forces at Fredericksburg,
moved ell the avallable forces including the Walker
Leglon to the defense; but they reached Aqula Creek
after the firing had csased.lg

On the next day tho Federals returned to the
attack with four stesmers and several transports. Bate
was in charge of the defense until Colonsl Ruggles ar-
rived. He pronounced Bate's conduct adairable, but
Bate was soon superseded in the comuand of the defenses
by Brigadier~General T. H, Holmes, who arrived wiih the

ifirst Arzansas Regiment.ae

16Lindaley, op. cit., 131.

17Letter from M. W, HeCluskey to L. P. Walker,
Secretary of Wer, June 1, 1861, in 0. R., Series I,
Vol. IV, Part 2, p., 501.

lsJahn Dowling's Statement to S. C, Rowan, Com-
mmdar Uo S. So Pamee, ibidn, 530'531.

1SReport of Colonel Daniel Ruggles, C. S. Army
Commander U, S, S. Pawnee, ibid., 530-531,

20p1ndsley, op. cit., 131-133.
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Most of the Southern soldiers werse not well in-
Tformed concerning the defensive war that the South
would have to wege if it were to be able to maintain
ita independenca.21 Bate evidently was one of this
number because on June 11, 1861, he wrote to L. P.
¥alker from Aquiam Creeck:
I want the Walker Legion to bs 1in the
column which advences upon Washington. I be-
lieve we will have skirmishes here, nothing
more.
I want a % hour's talk with you, and
if you will telegraph General Holmes to send
me Individusally to Richmond for a day, I can
get to go; otherwise I don't think the old
Tycoon (H°1m3§} will let me, and I never dis-
obey orders,“f
A few days later the Walker Leglon was ordered
to Fredericksburg to embark upon an expedition down the
Rappahannock, It took part in the cspture of the Fed-

eral mall packet 3t. Nicholas, the Halifax loaded with

coffee, and the 1co~1adan‘V1rginin.23
Bate's reglment began a forced march from Camp
Jeckson on June 15 to Jjoin Besuregard to Manassas and

early the next morning., It was posted on the extreme

2lgimkins, op. cit., 143.
229, R.,Series I, Vol. IV, Part 2, p. 500.

23Lindsley, op. eit., 13l.
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right of Beauregard's army along with Holmes! brigade
but took no part in the battle.

After this battle the Second Tennesses’ was sta-
tioned at Evansport on the Potomac where it alded in
constructing batteries and defenses and remained as =
corps of observation facing Generals Denlel Sickles
and Joseph Hooker until February 1, 1862.2h

During the time Bate was at Evansport, it appear-
ed to him that the Confederates under General Beaurs-
gard wore making a gradual approach upon Washington,
and again he wrote to Secretary Walker asking that he
be allowed Lo take part in the movement. DBste knew
thet Jeneral Besuregard and Jefferson Davis, Presi@ant
of the Conf'ederacy, were in dlsagresment as to whether
the Confederates should taeke the offensive or remain on
the defensive before Washington. General Beauregard
favored the first kind of campaeign, but Presldent Davis
ingisted that the Confedserates must remein on the defen=-
sive.25

On Pebruary 1, 1862, the Second Tennessee Regi-

ment reenllisted for three years, was given a fifteen-day

2i1pia., 133,

ZSBate to Governor Harris, August 11, 1861, in
General Correspondence of Ishem G. Harris (State Ar-
chives, Nashville).
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furlough, and ordered to rendezvous at Nashville on
February 156. Before this furlough expired, Nashville
had been evacuated by the Confederates; and the regiment
reasaembled at Huntsvlille, Alabama, sbout the last of
March, 1352, where 1t reforned and was sent to Garinth,
HMisesissippl. Here it was massigned to the brlgade of
Genersal Pat R. Cleburne.aé

The brigade left Corinth on April I, and on the
next day 1t took position in General Willlam Hardee's
Corps for the Battle of Shiloh, Here on Sunday, April
6, while leading hia regiment in its second charge,
Bate was struck just below the left knee by a minnis

bal11.27 28

Both bones wers broken. A brother, Captain
Humphrey Bate, and & brother«in-law were killed in this
battle.29

Disabled for several montha, Bate was placed on

duty at Huntsville, Alebama, and given temporery command

26Lindaley, op. eit., 133.

27Report of Colonel Bate to Commanding Officer,
C. 8. Army, O. R., Series I, Vol, X, pp. 584~586.

28%. J. McMurray, History of the Twentieth Ten-
nessee Regiment, Volunteer lnfkntr égashville' C. 3.
A, Publlcations Committee, 1G04 §§

29Gisco, op. cit., 223,
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of the Milltary District of North Alabama,-° with the
rank of Brigadier-@aneral.Bl Bate was rellieved of his
temporary command over the mllitary district on February
23, 1863, and ordered to report to Lieutenant-General
Leonidas Polk at Shelbyville, Tennesseo. Hsre he was
placed in command of Rains! Brigade of McGowan's Divi-
sion comunended by Brigadier~General A, P. Stewart.32

In a letter of March 2, 1863, to Laandon C.
Haynes, ons of the (onfederate Statss' Senators from
Tennesses, Bate asked that Genersl Braxton Bragg be
retailned a&s commander of the Army of Tennessees. His
letter stated:

I do not doubt thsat Ueneral Johnson 1s
his superior in many respects., If the Army
has to fall back South of the Tennsssee and
General Bragg is dlsconnected with it and the
terror of his name lost to deserters, the Army
will become & mere skelston from desertions.

1 am at present commanding a brigade 1in McGow-
an's Division, yet I take no part in the dis-
putes between him and General Bragg. General
Stewart 1s in command of this Division by as-
signment., 1 the President had glven me the
rank you and I thought I was entitled to as a
Brigadier, I might have been in command of this
Division, but of that I have no complalint; 1t
is doubtless In better hands; and I am satis-
fied the Presldent dld what he thought was best,

30cMurray, op. cit., 376.
31}:01“&‘:33" OpP» E‘%Ecp 132,

32y cmurray, op. c¢it., 376.
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Would it not be consistent with your sense of
duty to have an interview with the President
and urge the rstention of Bragz in his pres-
ent commend, Except for an occaslonal inter-
view I do not persaonally know General Bragg
and am not influenced by other then pabriotic
motives,

. While on my crutches I have bsgen in the
rear of his Army in commend of the District

of XNorth Alabama and et Chattanooga, I havas
had & good opportunity to observe his force

of chersacter end discipline. guite lame
vet and fear I shall always be 803

| On June 17, 1863, Bate, atill welking on crutches,
was offered the nominstion for Governor of Tennesseeo Ly
& Democratic convention that met at Winchester. e de~-
clined the nomination in the following message:

Wartrace, June 17, 1303.

To Messzrs. Calloway, Rice, Winchester, Erown
and others:

Gentlemen: In reply to your telegram of to-
day, I beg to say that, however flattering
the honor you suggest, and to which I an not
insensible, there 12 & duty that rises sabove
it, As & son of Tennessee and a Southern
soldier, I would feel dishonored in this
hour of trial to quit the field, UNo, sirs,
while &n armed foe treeds our soll, and I
can fire e shot or draw a blade, I will teke
no c¢ivie honor, I hed rsather, amid her mis-
fortunes, be the defender then the Jovernor
of* Tennessee. Let me exhort to hermony.

Upon the recsipt of this telegram, the convention noni-

nated Judre Robert L, Carruthers, who, although elected,

33_9. R., Series I, Vol. LII, Part 2, pp. LL2-143.
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was unable to serve because the Federal forces had oc-
cupled the State. )

Generel W, 5. Rosecrans started for Chattanooga
in June, 1863, and sttempted to cut Bregg's line of com~-
munication with the West. On June 23, Bate met thils
army at Hoover's Jap where he delayed the Federal [orce
eand saved the line of communicetion desplte the fact
that he was outnumbered esnd forced to retraat.35

By the middle of August, 1863, it appeared to
the Federals that Chattanooza was belng deserted. DBragp
was reported to be in Georgia, and D. II, Hill's Corps
was stationed from Harrison's Landing up the Tennessee
to Loudon. On August 22, LleutenantwGeneral D. H. H11ll
ordered Major-General A, P, Stewart to move & brigade
with a battery to the mouth of the Chickamauga., Bate,
who was at Harrilisonts Landing guarding a shallow ford,
was to support Stewart's Brigede if firing should be-
gin.jé

Early on Saturdasy morning, September 19, 1863,
Bate's men fired the first shots of the Battle of

3hﬂarahall, op. eit., 64~65.
350, R., Sertes I, Vol. LII, Pert 2, p. L43.

BSRaport of J. Wilder cormmanding First Brigade
Fourth Division, 1lth Army Corps to Colonel Goddard,
Assistent-General, Depertment of the Cumberland, in
ivid., Seriss I, Vol, XXX, Part 3, p. 51.
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Chickanmauga when they repulsed a detachment of the Fed-
eral forces that attempted to cross the ford.37 On the
night of the 19th, heeavy firing begen, end General
Stewsrtts three divisions led by Clayton, brown, and
Bate were pushed back and forced 5o form & new line.38
Early the next morningz the battle became furious and
continued in this manner until sbout 5 o'clock in the
afternoon when the three divislons moved against the
eneny's defenses. The i"ederals began thelr retreat,
and Bate's men [lred the last shots 1n thls battle,
His losses had been severe; out of e total of 1,217
officers and men, 503 were killed, wounded or missing.
Two horaes had been shot froam under General Bate, and
he had been woundsd again.39

After the Battle of Chlckamauga, Bragg fortified
Lookout Mountaln and Misslonary Ridge, shut Rosecrans
up in Chattenooga, and tried to sterve him into surren-

der. A large part of General U. S. Grant's forces was

37Rapart of Major~General A, P. Stewart, C. S.
Army to Ceptain J. H. Gallegher, Assistsnt Adjutant-
Genersl, Buckner's Corps, ibid., Part 2, p. 301.

381b14., 36hL.

391p1a., 366.
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sent to ralse the siege, and on November 2l the Battle
of Missionary Ridge was fousht,40

Bate, in command of Breckinridge's Division, was
holdlng the trenches atb the foot of the ridgehl when
aeneral P. i, Sheridan began his attack.ha The Feder-
als succeeded in breakling the Confederate 1line on the
rizht and gelined the crest of the rldge, Bate was sent
to the broken line; but, finding 1t beyond repair, he
formed a second line to cover the retreet of Genereal J.
C. Breckinridge. He succeeded in carrylng out nis plan,
and the routed right wing made its way back in great dis-
order. Throughout thls engagement Bate was distingulsh-
ed for coolness, gallantry, and military oon&uet.h3

A period of internal confusion and weakness began
in the South after 1862. Stete governments, especlelly
those of Horth Caro}ina and Georgis, insisted that large

numbers of their troops be exempted from the resular

hﬂg. R. McCee, History of Tennessse (New York:
Anerican Book Company, 19270, 205« ‘

hlucﬁurray, op. cit., 378.

uzﬁeport of Major-General P. HI. Sheriden, U. 3.
Army, to Lieutenant~General J. 8. Fullerton, Assistent
Ad jutant-Genersl, in Q0. R., Series I, Vol. XXXI, Part 2,
p [ 661{'

k33eport of Braxton Bragg, Jenerzl Commanding the
Army of Tennessee to Genersl 3. Cooper, Adjutant and In-
spector-3enersl, C. 8. Army, ibid., 66 -667.
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Confederete forces for service in the local militia.
Unscrupulous physiciaés becane wealthy by issuing cer-
tiflcstes of 111 health when such was not the case, and

omers of [ifteen to twenty slaves were exempted from
aervice.hﬁ General Bragg stated that the greater number
of men who were hired es substitutes were esliens or indi~
viduals who were physically unfit for servica.&s

On July 25, 1863, Braxton Bragg, A. P. Stewart,
Leonidas Polk, John C. Brown, Pat R. Cleburne, Bate,
and twelve other of{lcers held s meeting and drew up
the following statement which was sent to General Cooper,
Ad jutant and Inspector-General of the Confederate States
Army:

Unless the ranks are speedily replenished
our cause wlll be lost., The whole system of ex-
emptions ls based on & false mssumption. Ve
find multiplied post offices and printing press-
es whlch add to the comfort and convenlence of
the people but do not contribute to owr success
in arms.

All vocations whlch afflord exemptlion sare
crowded, We especlally deplore that provislon
of the exemption bill which has allowed more
than 150,000 soldiers to employ substitutes,

In numerous lnstances fraudulent papers were
employed; In others diseassd men were presented,

hhsimkins, ops cit., 153-154.

L5p, 1, Wiley, The Life of Johnny Reb (Indienapo-
lis: The BobbS*%errili“ﬁET:“I§E37T_TQE§Z”ET

£
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accepted, and had to be dlscharged. In other
cases viclous and unprincipled substitutes
were bought up only to desert at the earliest
possible moment,

Friends of timid and effeminate young
men are continually asking the War Departmesnt
througn Cengressional and other agents to get
soldlers pleced upon detalls or transferred
to other safle places, The total loss to the
Army from this ceuse is enormous, We do know
certalnly that the number of detalled and exw
ompted men axceeds a quarter of a million.

The Army can be increased by this number with-
out more suffering than is to be expected in
such a 1life &nd death struggle &s we are now
engaged in. We urge prompt actlion. The ex-
igtggce of the Confederacy 1isell is sndanger-
80,

General Cooper replied to the above communications

on August & as follows:

1. Hen who are exempt by law from con-
seription have been invited to organizations
for local defense, They are subject to duty
as militis of the states, and you have prob=-
ably observed that the states have been called
on to furnish additional forces in both of
these Iorms,

2« I &m surprised to find the state-
ment about 150,000 substitutea, Records of
the War Department do no furnish means of
verifying this, and I would be glad to know
how you got yowr information.

3. If you are correct in saying that
one~fourth of a million men under [5 are de-
talled and exempted, you will do the VWar De-
partment justice to remember that it has con-
strued the exsmption laws very rigidly and

4 )
5, R., Series IV, Vol. II, 670-671.



aade constant efforts tc reduce the number of
effective 8oldlers arnd wen euployeq, gt depots
and by staft ofticers in the Pleid.d?
On Jenuary 2, 166/, Major General Gleburne read
& peper in winlch he proposed to emancipate the slaves,
arm them, securc them &8 allies, and increase the Gon-
federate forces in the field., Tae oifflcers present at
this meetlng were: Johnston, ilardee, %Walker, Stewart,
Stevenson, and Bate.hs The proposal was favored by
none of thoss present except Cleburne.hg
After having been promoted to succeed Mejor-Gene
eral Petton Anderson a&s commander of a division in Breck-
inridge's Gorps,50 Beate took part in the Battle of At~
lente, where he was again wounded in the knee by a min-

r
nle ball.’} Thie injury proved to be less severe than

UT1p1a,, 695-656.

thetter af Petton Anderson to Lieutenant-Gensrsl
Leonidas Polk, 1lbld., Series I, Vol. LII, Part 2, pp.

598+-59G.

li*9Ccr?zf:*:mnd.cm:ion fron J§. E. Johnston to Jemes A,
Seddon, Secretary of War, ibid., 605-0(09,

SGGommunicaticn from Jelferson Davis o J. B.
Johnston, ibid., 629.

51“Journal" of Brigedier-General Frsancls A, Shown,
ibid., Vol. XXXVIII, Pert 3, p. 603.
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had been expected, and ne was disnissaed from the hos-
nital suortly belfore General Jood moved the Jonlederate
Army into ?ennassee.sa

On December 5, 138!, thers arrived an order from
A, P. Mason, the Assistant A4idjutant«ienseral of the Cone
federate Statea, [or Genersls Bate and Forrest to unlite
thelr divisions end attack reneral Robert . Milroy's
forces at Murfreesboro.SB Two deys later Mllroy com=
pletely routed thelr forces. Bate's division then
Joined General Hood's army for an attack on Hashville;
but the ragmed, footaore men were forced to retreat when
General CGeorge H., Thomas moved his forces sagainst thelr
front and flank.sﬁ

In the early spring of 1865, the Army of the Ten~
nessee wes placed under the comaend of Joseph &, Johns-
ton. At Bentonville, North Carclins, it fought 1ts last
battle,gg end on April 25, 1865, General Johnston sur-

rendered to General %, T. Sherman at Durham Stastion,
e
North Carolina.””

5Z§cﬁurray, op. cit., 3708.

539, R., Series I, Vol. XLV, Part 2, p. 652,
5k§cﬁurray, op. cit., 379.

551bid,., 350.

S6yarshall, op. cit., 170.

——
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On the nizht before the surrender, the soldlers
cathersd about General Bate's headquarters, He climbed
upon a stump and mede & speech to which was this cone-

clusions

We are consoled in that we know we have
fought a good fight, we have kept the falth,
The star of hope, though seen in the dim dise
tance, beckons us to the future. After the
long struggle in which we were knit closer
than brothers, the end has come, and we must
part. We will all meet agaln in the great be-
yond; many of us will meet agaln in this life,
but whatever fate betlide us, we must be friends
and be true to our Confederste history.

Some of the younger soldlers from Florida expressed the
intention of returning to their home state and carryling
on the war from there., Bate told them that such action
would be unsoldierlike and that they should go home and
attend to their affairs as peaceful citigzens., In Bate's
opinion the war had settled all the legal questions in-

volved but the principle of right or wrong in these quese

tions was not affected.58

571p14., 172

581p14,, 173-183.
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CHAPTER III .
FROM THE CIVIL WAR UNTIL 1882

Immediately after the surrender at Durham Statlion,
Bate returned to his old home at Castalian Springs. He
had little means of support, and the old farm was badly
in need of rehabilitstion, He was obligated as surety
for friends to the amount of $30,000, Refusing to take
advantage of the bankruptcy laws, he went to work and
peid the security debts with interest by 1830.1

In 1866 he began the practice of law with Judge
W. K« Turner, who died soon after., Then in partunership
with Colonel Frank E, Willlams, he formed the firm of
Willlams and Bate, whilch became one of the leading law
firms in Tennessee, This partnership lasted until he
was elected governoer in 1882,

Bate was unusually successful as a lawyer, He
was sble, slncere, end never represented a corporstion.
The war had left much litigetion. Prices remained high
for several years, and business as & whole was fairly

proaparous.a Consequsently there was a great demand for

Lyarshall, op, cit., 189,

21pid., 187-189.
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the services of able attorneys, and the general condi-
tion of business mede paynment of fees essy, Ie became
greatly interested in public affalrs while he waa prac-
ticing law, Although he %&d besen dlsfranchised, &long
with all other former Confederates, by an act of the
legislatura,3 Bate was a candidate for presldential
elector in 1868, aend agein, efter his dissbilitles had
been removed, in 1876. From 1868 until 1880 he repre-
sented Tennessee on the National Democretic Commit-
tae.h

The Ku Klux Klan was organized in Tennessee;
and in 1867 at a convention in Neshville, shortly after
Negroes had been enfranchised in the State, it was made
into a general organlizstion under the neme of the Ine
visible Empire of the South, Governor Willlam G. Brown-
low hated and fesred this organizatlion maelnly because
it seemed a threat to his continuence in power¢§

On June 1, 1365, Congressman S. M. Arnell tele-

grephed Governor Brownlow that on the previous night

3Acts of the 3tete of Tennessee, First Sesslon
of the Thirty-fourth General Assembly, 1305, pp. 32-30.

hﬁarshall, op. cit., 190.

SW. L., Fleming, Sequel of Appomattox (New Haven:
Yale Unlversity Press, I@%IF, Zﬁ?ngﬁg.
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several members of the Klan, with ropes and plstols in
their hands, stopped = trsain, boarded itf, and searched
for him. Arnell ssked that he might be empowered in
the name of the Governor to call out sufficlent troops
to suppress all armed and masked bands in the vicinity
of Columbia,®

Governor Brownlow telegraphed Genersl George H.
Thomes, Commander of the Department of the C(umberland,
et Loulsville to send additionsl troops into Tennesses
Yo help curb the activities of the Klan. Thomas refused,
giving 88 his reason the insufficlent number of soldlers
under his commend. Later General Thomes said: "Hiddle
Tenmessee 1s disturbed by enimosities and hetreds much
more than it 1s by the disloyalty of persong toward the
Government of the United States."!

On July 6, 1868, Covernor Brownlow issued a pro-
clamation for the legislature {c meet in extraordlnary
session on July 27, &t whilch time he would give the
ressons for calling the mombers together.a In his mes-

sage bto the legislature the Governor declarsd that,

6“Governor's Messags,” House Journal, Extraordi-
nary Sesslon of the Thirty-fifth General Assembly, July
27-Septomber 1, 1868, pp. 8-15.

73. F, Horn, The Invisible Empire (Boston: Iough-
ton ¥iflin Co., 19397, 102.

aﬁouse Journgal, Extrsordinary Session of the
Thirty-fITth General Assembly, July 27-September 1Y,
1868’ p‘l ,3.
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elthough conservatives and former rebels had agsured
nim thet law and order would ¢ preserved wilthout the
eid of troops, certain rebelllous slerments had been
secretly armlng and building up a2 secret orgenization
known a&s the Ku Klux Klsan, ccuposed of former rebel
soldiers snd their sympathizers, who hed as their ob-
jocets the overthrow of the state government, carrying
the Stete in the next presidentiel election, the sboli-
tion of Hegro suffrage, the enfranchilsement of every
former Confederate soldier, and the wiping out of all
constructive leglislation passed since 1865.9
Then Governor Brownlow sald:;
I recommend thet these organized bands

of enemles &nd robbers be declarsd outlawes by

special legislation and punished with death

wherever found. Lettera snd petitlons have

reached me from some of your constituents call-

ing for the militls to protect them In their

persons and property,10

Bate was not & member of the Klan,ll but on the

next dey he and twelve other former Confederate generels
including Genersl Nathan B. Forrest, met at ﬁaahville.lz
The drew up & memorial which was presented to the legis-

lature on August i, It read:

MGovernorts Message,” ibid., 8-15.
lGIbid .y m"ls.

1loongressional Record, $3 Congress, 2 Sesslon,
Vo. XXVI, Part £, p. 199l.

240rn, op. cit., 102,
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Wo are regarded with that large class
suppoaed to be hostile to the Stats Fovernu
ment. We do not seek the overthrow of the
State Government or to do any other act by
revolutionary or lawless msens. We do not
believe that there is in Tennessee any or-
ganlzation either public or secret that has
such a purpose, and 1f there 1s, we have no
sympathy or affillation with it. We think
the pesce of the State does not requlre the
organization of & military force., Such a
measure would promote colllsion rather than
preserve harmony and good government., As an
inducement to your body not to organize such
& nmilitary force, we pledge owrselves to main-
tain the order and pesce of the State wlith
whatever influence we possess, to uphold and
support all laws, and aid in their executilon,
trusting that a reciprocation of these senti-
ments LY your honorable body will remove all
irriteting causes now disturblng soclety.

The large mass of white men In Tennes-
see are denied the right to vote or hold of-
fice, consequently more or less dlssstisfac-
tion exists., We also submit that removsl of
the political disabllitles resting upon so
many of our people would heel all the wounds
of our State and make us once more_a prosper-
out, contented, and united people.l3
Desplte this memorial, the legislature enacted a
measure vy whlch the governor wes suthorized and empower-
ed to orgsnize, equip, and call into service at his dis-
cretion & volunteer force comnosed of one reziment from
each congresslonal district bto enforce the laws whers

citlzens were threatened on account of rebellion or

1330use Journal, Extraordinary Sesslion of the
Tairty-f&?ﬁﬁ Feneral Assembly, July 27-September 1l,
1858, »p. h2-i3.



31
insurrection. Another act outlawed the Ku Kluﬁ Klan
and made provision for the punishment of l1lts n:x,a;z:u‘:wrs.,3'1"L

On October 23, 1867, Governor Brownlow was
elected to the United 3tates 3enate to succeed David
Patterson, whose term would end on March l, 1869.15
Brownlow resizned the offlice of governor on February

25, 1369, and DsWitt Clinton Benter,m

Speaker of the
Senate, succesded him. When the Radlcal gubernatorisl
convention wes held at Nashville on May 20, 1869, the
contest for the nomination was between Senter and W. B,
Stokes, & Radical from Middle Tennessee. A, ¥. Cate,
the temporary chalrmen, would not recognise any of
Senter's supporters; end after two days of dlsorder,
one part of the convention nominated S8enter and othsr
one chose Stokes. Each cleimed to be the nominee of
the whole party, The Conservatives did not nominatse

a candidate but watched Senter end Stokes carefully,
trying to determine which to support. On June 5, Sen-
ter atated thet he fevored lmmediate, universal suf-

frage and promised to ask the next general assembly to

remove all restrictions upon taxpayers' votinz, This

1uActs of the 3tate of Tennessee, Extraordinary
Session, lO0J, pp. lo-&5,

153enate Journal, 1868-1869, p. 6l.
Oyouse Journal, 1868-1869, p. L55.




32
statement won him much conservative support. Stokes
also favored reenfranchisement of the citizens, but
he believed that the legislature would have to reen-
franchise sach individually. Such a process would re-
quire years. Brownlow, himself, urged the reelection
of Senter, who removed all the commissioners of regls-
tration that were not favorable to his plans, whioch
were to sllow all actual citizens to vote, and replaced
them with men who would do as he wished, Senter was
elected, and along with him & Democratlic leglslature,
The rule of the Radicals was snded.17

The Thirty-sixth General Assembly which met soon
after the rkalagtion of Governor Senter, legrlized the
actions of the commlssioners of registrstion in the pre-

ceding electionl8

and repealed the sots that disquali-
fied former Confederates from becoming candldates for
state and county offices and for serving on jurias.lg
It also provided for the Constitutional Conventlon of
1870 which wrote into the proposed conatitution that

all men 21 years of age or older who were citizens of

'l?Thomas B. Alexander, Political Reconstruction
in Tenneaseezéﬂashvilla: Vanderbllt Unlvers.ly Press,
I§§6)’ 213‘2 s

18Acts of the 3tate of Tennessee, First Session
of the Thirty-aslixth Assembly, 10b69~1070, p. 19.

191p1d., 134-135.




33
the United S5tates, had pzld their poll tax, and had
resided in the State and county for six months had the
right to vote., This proposed constitution was ratified
by the voters of the State on March 26, 1870, by & vote
of 98,128 to 33,?82.20 Furthermore, the Federal Govern-
ment began to be more llberal toward the ex~Confederates.
Sactlon 3 of the Fourteenth Amendment had declared thsat
no ona could hold any offlce under the Unilted Stetes
Governuent or any other state government, who, previous
to the rebellion had, in the capacity of his offics,
whether 1t was state or natlonal, teken sn oath to sup-
port the Consatitution of the Unlted States and then had
engaged in rebelllon or given ald and comfort to the
enemy; but, by an act of Congress, pessed in 1872, these
restrictions were removed fpom all except those who had
been members of the Thirty-sixth snd Thirty-seventh Con-
gresses, and those who had been judlecial, c¢ivil, and
military officers, heads of departments, end forelgn

21

ministers of the United States. Thus the political

disqualifications of Williem B. Bate were removed,

‘ 2%, R. Garrett and A. V. Goodpasture, History of
Tennessee (Nashville: The Brandon Company, 1900), 25&.

2lynived States Statutes at Lerge (Boston: Lit-
tle, Brown and Company, s A A .
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In 1875 Bete becsme a cendidate for Senator to
succeed Villiem G, Brownlow, Other leading candidates
were John (. Brown, W. A. Quarles, John . Savaze, We.
H. Ewing, and former Presldent Andrew Johnson, all Demo-
crats, The f'irst three had been officers in the Con-
federate Army; Ewing was an able lawyer, and Johnson
was the leadsr ol the small farmers and workingmen as
well as the unylelding foe of the Bourbons.

sohnson began to make hls plans for this sena-
torial election as early ss 1872 when & Congressmen-at-
large was to be elected, Delfore the Democratic nominat-
ing convention of 1872 met, Johnson mede several speech-
o8 in which he denounced the "ailitery ring of ex-Con-
federate officers," or Bourbons, for acting as if eall
elective offices in the State belonged to them, Gen-
ersl Bate snd Isham G. Herrls lmmedlately began to meke
spseches in which they praised the Bourbons and condemned
Johnson.

when the convention met, b, F. Chestham, & former
Gonfederate'officar, was nominsted for Congressman-at-
large. Three days later a group of workingmen met in
Nashville and nomlnated Johnson, who declared hlmselfl

to be the champlion of the masses sgainst the Bourbons.

22pp11ip M. Hamer, ed., Tennessee, A History, 4
vols., (New York; The American Aistorical SocTety, iInc.,
1933), 11, 678-679.
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Jounscn éid not expect to be elected; hla object was
to bresk the power of the ex-Confederates and thus
bring about the election of a leglslature that would
send him to the Senate in 1875. He succeeded. The
Kepublicans, heartened by seelng two Democrats rumnning
for the same office, nomlnated Horace Maynard, who was
elected.23

In 1875 amany people thought Johnson could nob
be elected Senator because he had run &s an lndependent
candldate for Congress in 1372, but Johnson went to work
shrewdly and methodically., ile canvassed the State, at-
tackling Governor John ¢, Erown's sadministretion, but said
nothing unkind ebout the other cendidates for the sena-
torship. E. C, Reeves, his private secretary, saw each
member of the new legisleture except those of the Shelby
delegation, which were pledged to Johnson, and lesrned
that Bate lsd Brown by a few votes. Declding that neith~
er of these men would allow the other td be elected,
Johnson walted calmly, satisfled that when the electors
had come to see the hopelessness of chooslng either of

the two leading candidates, he would be elected.za

23James S. Jones, Life of Andrew Johnson {Greenec-
ville: East Tennessee Publlshing Co., N 340,

E&E. C. Reeves, "The Real Andrew Johnson," in Ap-

pendix to Lloyd Paul Stryker, Andrew Johnson, A Study in
Courage (New York: The MacmllIan Go., 15237, BBE-BB&.
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The balloting lasted for more thzn 8 week with
Lete usually leeding, but unable to get a majorlty.
Zrown withdrew after the thirty-fourth balloet, stetling
that hermony and integrity within the party would be
promoted by his doing so, The contest was now between
Johnson and Bafe. Soon Quarles withdrew; end before the
Tifty-third bellot wes takeu, Lewls bond, the Spesaker
of the llouse, had renominated Brown. Upon the heesls of
Bond's action, lH. Harch of Franklin County withdrew the
naime of Bate.as On the following day Senstor J. C.
Hlodges of Morristown read before the convention a letter
from bete, which had been written after Brown was renomi~-
nated, stating that his own name was withdrewn in good
faith; and, because he did not wish to be an obstacle to
the election, Mr, Hadgeg was directed to withdraw his
name lmmediately if it should be placed before the con-
vention again, After the fifty-fourth ballot had been
tsken, Srown's name was withdreawn, and Johnson was
elected on the next ballot.26

Upon the death of Johnson in July, 1875, Governor
James D, Porter appointed David M. Key of Hamllton County

25House Journal, 1875, pp. 115-193,

£
20genete Journal, 1375, pp. 195-210,
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to serve in the Senate untll March 4§, 1877. Consequent-
ly when the legislature met in January, 1877, there were
two Senators to elect, one for the long term to succeed
Henry Cooper and the other for four years to f£ill out
Johnson's unexpired term. As usuel there was no scarcity
of candidates, the principal ones belng Bate, Isham G.
Harris, James E, Balley, David M. Key, and Peter Turmey,
all Democrats; and A, H, Pettibone, Horace Maynard, and
L. M. Hawkins, Republliceans, It was belleved that Harris
and Bate would be elscted, and Bate!s supporters conceded
the long term to Harris becauss of his position in the
party. On the first ballot Iarris was elected to succeed
Senator 3ooper.2?

On January 9, 1877, & Joint convention of the two
houses proceeded to the election of a Sensator for the
short term. Bate received thirty-four votes on the first
ballot; Balley twenty-four; Key twselve; and Pettibone |

28 In this slectlon the Bourbon Democrats divide-

twenty.,
ed thelr votes between Balley and Bate, while Key was
supported by the Johnson element of the conventian.29

By Jenuary 14, the convention had balloted forty-six

2TMershall, op. eit., 195-197.
25§ouae Journal, 1877, 76.

29%noxville Chronicle, January 13, 1377.
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times without belng able to elect. The fight was now
between Bslley and Key, with Bate running a close
third¢30 Key had moved into second place &8 2 result
of getting twelve Republican votes; but, when he learned
that the Republlicans intended to nominate Horace Maynard,

he withdrew, T

only to be renomineted two days later by
Senator Jesse Arledge of Winchester. Bsate's supporters
gradually drifted to Key until the evening of January
19, when Bete withdrew. On the next ballot, the seventy-
third, Balley was elected over Key by & vote of fifty-
five to thirty-eight,. 2

Before the end of 18380, the opponents of Balley
began to make preparations far his defeat in January.
The Memphls Avalanche in 1ts issue of December 13, 1880,
declared that Balley's defesat was a foregone conclusion,
and another newspaper stated thet for the sake of unity
and harmony within the party, Balley should not he re-
turned to the Sonate.33

When the legislature met on January 3, 18381, there
were several potential candldetes including the two Bour-

bons, Bate and Balley; outspoken John H. Savage; former

301p14., January lj, 1877.
31l1p1d4., January 16, 1877.
32xouse Journal, 1877, p. 182.

33%noxville Chronicle, December 3, 1880, quoting
the Franklin Review.
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governor Albert 3, Marks; the popular Robert L. Taylor,
considered by many as the successor to Johnson's follow-
ing; House Representative Howell E, Jackson from Madlson
County, a state credit Daﬁocrat, who fortunately for him-
s9l1f, possessed the respact of all factions within his
party; and the East Tennessee Republlican, Horace May-
nard.Ba Agelin the contest wes betwesn the two Bourbons
antll the twentieth vote was taken when Bate, recogniz-
ing the hopelessness of his candidacy, withdrew.Bg His
followers, determined that vietory should not come to
Bailey, told the Senator thst they would never support
him but would scatter theilr votes until he withdrew st
which time they would be willing to support s candidate
acceptable to ell the Democrats.36 Bailey seemed to
think he could be elected, for he allowed hls name to
remaln before the convention until five additionsl bal-
lots were taken, Then he wlithdrew, and on the thirtieth
ballot the compromise candidate, Howell E, Jackson, was
elected.37

ffrom the Denmocretic partyts return to power in

1070, until 1883, the main 1ssue in Tennessee politics

BAKnoxville Chronicle, January 19, 1881,
35House Journal, 13881, pp. 153-207.
36Knoxville Chronicle, January 25, 1881.
3THouse Journal, 1881, p. 238.
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was the stste debt, which conslsted of two parts, the
state debt proper representlng direct obligations of
the 3tate, and the state eid debt which was made by ex-
tending the credlt of the State to railroed companies38
under the terms of sn act of 1352 end those amendatory
to it. These acts provided that before the Governor
could issue state bonds to any rallroad, the railrocad
company must have met the following conditions:

1. Secured bona fide, good and solvent subacrip-
tions of stock enough to prepare for the ralls the whole
extent of the main trunk line within the State,

2. Graded and prepared for the rail$ 8 specified
number of miles, usually thirty, |

3, Hed gilven no prior lien on the road,

L, Notified the Governor of these facts by the
written affidavits of the chlef englineer eand the presi-
dent of the company, together with a resolution of =g
m& jority of its board of directors that the bonds is-
sued to it would be used only for the purposes describ-
ed.

Provisiéns were made whereby bonds were to be ig-

sued in seéarats lots to iron each successlve sectlon of

389. M. Roblson, Bob Taylor and the Agrearian Re-
volt in Tennessee {Chepel Hill: 1Thne University of Korth

Carolina Press, 1935), 201.
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the road, end a rellrosd commisslon was appolnted to
supervise the menapgement of the companies that recelved
state ald as well as to approve every issue of state
bonds.,

Certain other conditions were to apply, among
which were these: the bonds were not to be 80ld at less
than par; the loan weas to constitute a first lien upon
all the property of the road; the interest was to be
peid to the State fifteen davs before 1t was due; and
10 this payment wes not made, 2 recelver, appolinted by
tlie povernor, was to take cver and operate the rosad
untll the interest and the expenses incurred in operst-
ing 1t hed been paid; {ive years after the completion
of' the road, the company was to bepgin to pay back to
the stete two per cent of the loan each year toc provide
a sinking fund from which the bonds would be paild at
maturlty.

This arrsngement worked well until the Civil Wsr,
but &8s & result of the conflict the rosads were left in
poor physicel and firanclal condition. During the (Civil
War no payments had been made for interest or toward the
retirement of the bonds; meny lines were torn up by re-
treating armies, and most of the rollling stock wes worn

out, missing, or had been destroyed.



42
- The Browanlow adminlstration lssued about $5,000,000
in new bonds to nay the arrears of interest, and the romds
were not required to make payasnts to the sinking fund
until 1870, The povernor was also authorized to issus
additional bonds of the same kind and‘under the condi-
tions and reatrictions of the Aet of 1852, to nsarly all
the railroads. State ald bonds to the esmount of nearly
#l,000,000 were issued under this provision. Few of these
bonds were used to rehablllitate the roads,
1In December, 1866, an sct of the legislature asuthor-
ized an appropristion of #2,550,000, most of it to insol-
vent roads, and a year later the "Omnibus bill" spprop-
riated 3,700,000 to & group of fifteen rallroads, in
amounts ranglng from §50,000 to £800,000 for sach. Dur-
ing three years of the Brownlow-Senter rezime @13,943,096
of bonds had been 1ssued to rallrcads as compared with
$1,658,000 in the decade preceding the Civil %War,

The greater part of the bonds lssued under the
administration of Governor Brownlow asnd Governor Senter
were used for private speculation or to bribe members of
the leglslature to vote for additionel eppropristions,
so that, insteesd of belng better able to pay thelr debts,
the railroad companles soon owed the State large smounts
of unpaid interest. Finally the State had to borrow

money abroad to pay the interest, and the bonds that
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matured in 1867 and 1868 had to go by default. Prices
of Tennessee securities dropped, and speculation in
state bonds resulted,

By 1869, the state aid debt to rallroads amounted
to $34,127,52, and under the provisions of an act of
February 25, 1869, as amended January 20, 1870, the sol-
vent rallroads were authorlzed to pay thelr debts wlth
legally issuwed bonda of any series. The companles were
able to buy up certain bonds at far less then their par
value eand apply them toward their debts at face value,
Furthermore, an act of July 1, 1870, provlded for the
sale of dslinquent reilroads, PFrom these sgles the
State received $6,698,000, mostly in deprecisted securi-
ties which had been bought for purposes of speculatian.Bg

The ﬁemocrats began to divide over the state debt
question in 1873, one wing saying that a part of the
debt, especially thet contracted under the adminlstration
of Governor Brownloew, was fraudulent and should not be
paid ét all, and on March 20, 1877, the legislature sus-
pended all further payment of intersst on the State's

bonds except those held by educational instlitutions

393, J. Folmsbee, "The Radicals and the Rail-
Rosds," in Hamer, ed., op. cit., 659-673.
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within the State. In the electlon of 1878, Albert 3.
Marks was elected governor on & platform that sald no
settlement of the state debt would be legal until it had

Lo

Governor James D, Porter in his last messmge to the

been ratified by the voters in a special election.

legisleture said that certain credltors of the State

had propoaed in December, 187?,.that the state debt be
ad justed upon a basis of fifty per cent of the princi-
pal and past due interest, It was Porter's opinion that
the bondholders would still accept these terms, and he
advised ths leglslature to ensct such = law.hl This
legislature passed an act in accordance with Governor
Porter's recommendation, adding that the interesat rate
of the new bonds would be four per cent snd thet the
measure would have to be ratifled by the voters of the

e

On August 7, 187G, the voters rejected the act by & vote

State 1In an election to bs held in August of that year,

of 75,755 to Q6,7oh,k3 The one-sided vote was due to

the fact that many people objected to paying as much as

koﬁamer, ec., op. cit., 683—68&.

bingovernor Porter's Messsage,'" Senate Journal,
1879, pp. 60-61,

&aActs of the State of Tennessee, 1879, pp. 247-

2,8,
U3serrett end Goodpasture, op. cit., 20i.
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fifty per cent of the dekt and others were tco dis-

The other wlng of the Democratic party, known

interested to go to the polls.

as state credit Democrets, opposed repudiation and
favored a prompt settlement of the debt throuzh nego-
tlations between the leglsleture and the creditors.
In the Democratic convention of 1880, the state credit
Democrats succeeded in nominating Judge John V. Wright
fer governor. S. F. Wilson, a delegate, left the con-
vention and became the candidete of the low tax Demo-
crats, the fection that favored repudiation of the state
1d debt, As a result of this division in the Democratic

party, the Republican candidate, Alvin lawkins, was
eleoted.hs

During the administration of Governor Hawkins,
two measures designed to settle the state debt were
enacted. The first of these provided for the funding
of &ll the bonde into new bondas at face value plus ece-
cunuleted interest, beering interest as six per cent;h

but it was declared unconstitutional by the Supremse

&uﬁamar, ed,, op. cit., 684.
tharshall, op. cit., 209.
héActs of the Stete of Tennessee, 1881, p. 279.
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Court of Tennessea.h7

The second act stated that tne debt was to be
funded et sixty per cent of the face value plus ac-
cumulated interest. The ﬁev bonds were to bear inter-
est at ths rate ol two per cenf ror the first two years,
three per cent for ths next two, four per cent for the
fifth and sixth, flve per cent for the seventh and
elghth years, and 8ix per cent thereafter.ua

When the Democratic convention met at Nashville
on June 20, 1832, the low taxz Democrats had & majority.
Senator Harrls gave the keynote address. After meking
a few romarks he said, "Pellow Democrats, I understand
that the state debt is the rock upon whieh our party
has split, and now I am in favor of splitting the
1."':»314:1")"‘9

Followlng the slection of B permanent chalirmen

and other officers, thils plstform was adopted:

h7"Governor's Messaze," Senate Journal, Third
Extraordinary Session of the Forty-second Ueneral As-
sembly, 1882, p. 20.

hBActs of the Btate of Tennessee, Third Extra-
ordinary Session of the rorty-second deneral Assembly,
1882’ p. 6'

agJohn A. Pitts, Personal and Professional Reunl-

niscences of an 0ld Lawyer [Kingsport: Southern Pub-
1ishers, inc.Js p. 251.
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‘ 1. The enactment of the b50=2=3=l-5-b
Act was unwise because 1t dld not reflect the
will of the people.,

2. The state debt proper less the war
interest should be peald in [ull,

3, The remeinder ol the state debt to
be pald at the rate of {ifty cents {o the dol~

er enl bsar three psr cent Inbterest.

L. The twenty-nine bonds held by Mrs,
Jemes K. Polk, and all bonds held by educe-
tionel, charitsble and llterary institutiocns
shall be paid in the same manner as ithe state
debt proper.

5. We favor the establishment of & ccme
misaion to rezulate the tarifis charged by the
rallroads of the State.

6, We favor an eifficlent public school
system and the liberal education of all the
children of the State,

Inmedistely after the adoptlon of this plstfornm,
some of the state credit Democrats from Maury and %wil-
liamson Countiss, led by John H, Childress, Jemes E,
Bailey, and W, H. Jackson, withdrew. These and other
delegates met on the [followling dey end cslled & con=-
ventlon to meet on July 11, 1382, which nominated John
H., Fussell ol XNszury County for governor., It adopted =a
vlatform which was almost the ssue as thst of the regu-
lar Democratle conventlion except thet 1t epproved and
considered the 50-2-3-}~5-0 act zg the final settlement

of the state debt.>?

-
50knoxville Weekly Whis and Chronicle, June 28,

1882.
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After the departure of Bailey, Jackson, Child-

ress, and their followers, the regular Democratic con-

EJ
vention began to ballot on candidates for governor.”>

General Baste had not announced as & cendidate; but on
the first ballot he received 539 votes to 21 for J. D.
C. Adkins, 288 for Robert L. Taylor, seventy-six for
¥. L. Ledgerwood, ninety-seven for John R. Nesal, and
aixty~five for R. E. Thompson. At midnight Generesl
Eate was naminated.sa

The Republicen convention had met in Nashville
on April 27, end Judge L. C, Houk, the temporary chalr-
man, made complimentary allusions to the stats credit
Democrats. Governor Hawking was unanimously renominsatad,
end the 60-2~3-l«5-0 settlement wes vigorously defend-
0d, >3

Hawkins, Fusssell, and John R. Beasley, the can-
didate of the Greenback party, held joint debates, Bete
declined to meet them, but he did make an sctive canvass
of the State. In the eclection of 1882, Bate received
120,637 votes, Hawkins $3,168, Beasley 9,060, and Fussell

5luistory of Tennessee (Hashville: Goodspeed Pub-
lishing Company, s 1G3.

Saxnoxville Weekly Whig end Chronicle, June 28,

1382.

531bid., May 3, 1882.
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&,81&.5h The new House would have seventy-one Demo-
crata, twenty-six Republlcans, and three Greenbackers;
while the Senate would be composed of twenty-five

Democrats snd eight Rapublicana.SS

S&Senata Journal, 1882, p. 1.
55

Goodspeed, op. cit., 793.



CHAPTER 1V
GOVERNOR OF TENNESSEE, 1883.1387

Bate was inaugurested governor on January 15,
1883, and on February 9, his first blenniel message
was read to the Sanatea efter having been read in the
Illouse on the previous day;B HMuch of this message was
devoted to the state debt., He asked the legislature
to enact measures that would settle the debt In accord-
ence with the Democratic platform of 1882, Other mat-
ters to which he called attention were the need for:
a falr method of macertalining the value of reilroad
corporations for purposes of texation; a rellroad com-
mission to regulate the tariffs of railroasds; the es-
tablishment of intermediate courts of appezl; an as~-
sistant superintendent of publlic instruction who was
to be a Negro and in charge of Negro school children
of the State, subject to the superintendent of public
instructlon; extended hospital facllities for the in~

sane; continued eppropristions for the School for the

lgenate Journal, 1883, p. 18).

21bid., 296.

3nouse Journal, 1832, pp. 311-383.
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Blind and the School Tor the Deaf'; appropriations and
rreater powers for the Board of Feslth; the lease of
the labor of convicts in the penltentliery; and 2 method
by which the Torbett notea of the Bank of Tennessee

4

One of the principal tasks that the Forty-ninth

mizht be lnvestigated and & report made of the same.

General Assembly famced was s permanent solution of the
state debt, To facilitste the solution of thils problem
quickly, the leglsleture, on January 23, enacted e law
that repealed the Funding Act of 1882.5
The atéte debt proper represented direct obliga-
tions of the State and consisted of the following:
Capitol Bonds . . . + + » + « . . $493,000
Hermitage Bonds . « + » = » « « « 35,000
agriQQltural Bond8 .« 4+ 4 » « » +» 18,000
Bonds of the Union Bank . . . .+ « 125,000
Bonds of the Bank of Tennessee. ., 21l,000
Turnpilke Bonds . . + « » « o « o 741,000
Bonds of the Hiwassese Rallroad, . 280,000
East Tennessee and Georgia

Railroed Bonds . . « « « « « o 144,000

&Senate Journsal, 1883, pp. 311-343.
sActa of the Stete of Tennessee, 1383, p. 6.
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Memphis snd LefGrengze Rallroad
Bonds « v o o » o ¢ 5 v s o e %68,0086‘

The state ald debt amounted to £18,903,000 and
consisted of rallroad aid bonds and funded bonds.7

The debt settlement act of 1883 provided that
the state debt proper plus the accumulated interest,
less interest for four years, be funded at fece value
into new bonds, the new bonds to bear the same rate of
interest es the 0ld; the state ald debt, with the ex~-
ception of the twenty-nine hbonds owned by Mrs, James K.
Polk and those held by educational, charitable, and
literary institutions in the State, was to be funded
into new bonés which would bs one~half the vealue of ths
0ld plus accrued interest and were to bear interast at
the rate of three psr c¢ent. The bonds held by Krs,.
Jemes K. Polk and the educetional, charitable, and
literary institutions in the State were to be treated
in the same way as the bonds of the state debt proper;
and all these bonds wers to bear the date of July 1,
1883, and be paysble thirty years after thst date, but

could be redeemed at the plesasure of the State after

6”Governar'a Message," House Journal, 13383, pp.
320-321.

T1bid., 32k.
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five years,
In his "Covernor's Hessage" FBate had recommend-
ed that the legislature meke g scttlement of the state
debt wlthout consulting the creditors and then let sach
eredlitor act ss he thought best.9 The reacticn of the
holders of the state ald bonds wes soon known., On ifarch
16, 1883, L. E. Schonieder, a& bondholder of lsw York, in
a letter to Governor Bate, asked him to vetc the dsbi
settlement act., Schonieder ssid the sct of 13533 would
not be accoepted by the bondholders but that the 60-2-3-
[j=5<6 settlemsent passed in 1882 was satisfactcry.lo

i1 and soon aflter-

Bate slizned the state debt act,
wards the holders of railroad ald bonds to the amount of
$12,000,000 to $15,000,000 filed sults in the Federal
Circult Courts of the three grand divisions of Tennessee
agalinst the railroads to walch their bonds were 1issued,
charging that the rallroad companies and not the State

wera liable for the payment of the debt.la

8

Acts of the State of Tennessee, 1883, p. 81.
YHouse Journal, 1883, p. 787.

10general Correspondence of Governor Bate (8tate
Archlves, Hashville).

1lgcts of the State of Tennessee, 1583, p. 8.

12ugovernor's Message,” House Journal of the Ex-
traordinary Sesslon, 1335, p. 9.




The bondholders based thelr argument that the
railroads were llable for the peyuent ol the debt on
e part of Section 3 of the sct of Pebruary 11, 1552,
which stated that the state bonds loaned to ths reil-
road companies constituted a lien or mortgesce on all
the property of the rallroad company to which they
were issued.lB The questlon for the courts to declde
was whether the State was the owner of the lisn or
whether the bonds in themselves constituted the lien,
thus giving the bondholder the lien or mortgsge. The
courts ruled thet the llien belonged to the State,lh
and the United States Supreme Court affirmed the de-
cisions.lg Consequently, the bondholders were forced
to accept the settlement of 1883,

A rallroad commlssion act provided for & commis-
sion of three members, one from each grand dlvision of
the State, to bs chosen by the governor with the cone
sent of the Senate, to serve until Janusry 1, 1885,
after which the comunlssioners were %o be elected by

the qualified voters of the State. Thelr dutlies were

pcts of the State of Tennessee, 1852, ». 205.

lh”Tennesaee bond Cases,™ United Stetes Reports
(Tew York: Denks and 3rothers, 1605), GAKLV, OUG.

151p1d., 705.
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to investlizate all charzes of rate discrlisiustlion
grainst indlviducnls or locglities, hear couplaints,
hold hearings, exzmine witnesses under oath, bring

suit sgz2inst the accused companles in the name o the
Stete, asnd to consider and approve tariiffs., In addl-
tlon to these dutles the commissloners were given gon=
erel supervision over the rallrosds as to repairs, sta=-
tions, and rates, and were regquired to make annual re-
ports to the legislature.lé

The three commissioners, all Democrats, who
wore sppointed were John H., Savage of Warren County,

J. 4, Turley of McMinn County, and George W. Gordon
of Shelby County.>’

The state tax on every §100 worth of taxable
property was sst at forty cents; of this tax, thirty
cents was to be for state purposes and ten cents for
schools. Counties were empowered to levy & tex not to
exceed the state tax, plus additlonsl texes for schools,
roads, and interest on their dsbts‘la B

A lsw was enscted provliding for the chemical

analysls of all counerclal fertllizers selling at more

opcts of the State of Tennessee, 1833, pp. 271-

277 ‘
7Goodspeed, op. cit., 795,

18Acta of the State of Tennessee, 1833, pp. 128-

1351

.
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than ten dollars a2 ton, The tax wes to be Fifty cents
per ton, enc all tests werc to be mede and reported by
the Experiment Statlion of the Unlveralty of Tennessee,
If, after the inspectors had been paid and the Univer-
sity hed receslved a fsir compensatiocn, there was & swr-
plus, 1t was to be used to establish experiment stations
in Middle end West Tennessee,>?

4 pension of ten dollars per month was provided
for all Cormer Confederstes who hed lost their sight
while engeged 1n battle in the War between the States,
Federal soldiers froxm Tennessee who were not receiving
pensions from the Urited States were eligible for this
pension also.ao

Another act provided for the leasinz of the peni-
tentlary, the labor of the conviets, and the toocls and
equipment belongcingz to the penitentlary for a perliod of
six years to the hizhest bidder. Bids wers to be made
&t public auction, and no bid of less than $100,000 was '
to be considered. The law further provided that the {
lesses should treat tho prilsonsrs huzansly, not work /

them more than ten hours a day, with no work on Sundays,

191p14., 2i6-249,
201pid., 323-32).
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and be subject to rules and regulations made by the
Board of Prison Inspectors, which was to be composed
of the Comptroller, the Treasurer, snd the Secretary
of State.zl
The Torbett notes presented a difflcult problem
to the Forty~third Genseral Assembly; they were notes of
the Bank of Tennessee, whlch had been established in
1838 by sn aet of the legislature. This bank was an
agent of the 3tate to which the falth and credit of the
State were pledged, having as one of its functions the
issuance of notes which were receivable by the State

for all debts due it.aa

It soon became one of the
largest benks in the Mleslsslppl Valley and had ten
branches scattered from Memphis to Hogeravilla;aB in
May, 1861, Colonel G, S. Torbett became its president,
Ons of his duties was to sign the notes of the bank as
they were issued.ah On Pebruary 16, 1862, the mother
benk wes moved from Nashville southward, and from this
time until the end of the War, it transascted busineus\

3

b
|

21l1p14,, 233-238.

221p14,, 1837-1838, p. 160.
23garrett and Goodpasture, op. cit., 109.

6ahﬁcuae Journal, October 2, 1865-May 28, 1866,
Ps 1776.
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at various places beshind the Confederate lines.as
At sct of the legislature in 1865 placed the
bank in & state of liquidation and declsred that all
notes signed by G.C. Torbett or any officers of the
principel or brench benks after May 6, 1861, would not
be considered legal because they had obvliously been 1s-

sued in aid of the rebellion.aé

The greater part of
the repudiated notes were bought up by speculators in
the hope that the State would ultimately have to redeem
them.27 Although & sult was pending 1n the courts con-
cerning the validlty of the repudiation clause in the
act of 1865, the legislature by an act of March 29,
1883, provided thet the sssets of the bank were to be
divided pro rats among the holders of the bank's notes
in exchange for the notes thomselves. Then certifi.
cates of indebtedness in denominations of $1,00, $2.00,
and $5.00 to the amount of $1,000,000 were ordered to
be issued to the holders of the old notes upon their —

being surrendered., These certificates were not to bear

Interest and could be received as payment on state

ba
Sﬁauae Journal, Appendix, Nov, 9, 1868-March 1,
1869: P M‘

zéﬁcts of the State of Tennessee, 1865, p. 37.

p 27%Governor Merks! Messags,” Senate Journal, 1879,
Ps 151, ’
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taxes dus before 1832, or for any other dues to the
3tats. dowevsr, the fractionsal currency notes, notes
of a less denomlnation than five dollara, and the §500
end $1,000 notes, known as post notes, were not to be
exchanged under this act.ge The question of the lsgali-
ty of the Torbett notes was settled by & United States
Supreme Court decislon in the case of "Kelth vs. Clerk"

which was that the State was bound by law %o accept all

genuine notes of the Bank of Tennessee unless it could

prove that they were lssued in aid of the rebellion and
that this burden of proof rested upcn the State.ag
Qther acts passed during Governor Bate's Tirst
term provided $80,000 for the erection of an insane
30

gsylun at Lyonts View nesr Knoxville; gave municipel
corporations and texing districts the power to compro-
mise thelir debtes and fund them at the rate of fifty per
cent of thes principal and past due interest; save em-
ployees of s partnership or corperation a lien upon the
firm's property, real and personal, for their sgervices;

gave county courts the power toc divide thelr counties

Zsﬁeta of the State of Tennessse, 18383, pp. 100~

103,

29United States Reports (Boston: Little, Brown
and CO., ) 3)» ' » - «

30scts of the State of Tennessee, 1883, pp. 195-

197.

——
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into -road districts and elect a comalasioner lor each
who wes to have control over the roads and bridges in
his district and was to direct the manner of working
the road, snd mede it unlawful to buy, sell, or give
away pistol cartridges in the State.

The Vital Statistlics Act of 138131

was repealed
by a vote of aixty to twenty-six in the House32 and in
the Senate by a vote of twenty-seven to two.33 Gover-
nor Bate did not veto this repeal, He did look upon

the Buresu of VYital Statistics a3 being ssssntisl to

the work of the Health Department and said that if there
ware deficiencies in the asct of 13881, they could have
been amenéed.3h Perhaps Governor Bate felt that the
logislators deserved conslderation for enacting mesasures
desisned to settle the state debt and set up a railroad

commission. Ho legislation was introduced to provide

for an sssistant superintendent of public instruction .

P

7

for the Negro children.
It had been thought that the settlemsnt of the

state debt question would brinz an end to the strife

311b14., 195-197, 23, 173-175, 17, 209.
32gouse Journal, 1883, p. 797.

333enste Journal, 1383, p. 387.
3hngovernorts Message,™ House Journal, 1885,

Pe 3-12.}-!
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betwsen the [actions of the Democratle pearty. Such
wes not the cese. The industrislists, led by 4. S.
Colyar, denounced the settlement as repudiation and
made the Reilroad Commnlsslon Act the main target of
their attack. Another factlon charged that many of
the 0ld bonds ware frezudulsnt and should nat have been
funde§.35

W. H. Cherry, princilpel owner of the Rashville
Yorld, was & firm supporter of the Governor.3¢ He was
a member of the firm of Cherry, Morrow, and Company,
which hed subleased more then 400 state convicts from
the Teunessee Coal, Iron, and Rallroad Company. These
priscners made furniture and wagons which were sold in
competition with goods produced by free labor.S! He
wag accused of having bought the World to use &3 an ex-
ponent for the leasing of conviets and as‘tha mouth-
plece of the administraticn.Bg It was charged by the

Chattanocoga Drily Times that he had been gilven speclal

rates on his products by the railroad commiaaioners.39

353obisoﬁ, op. cit., 21.

36chettenooge Daily Times, Februsry /., 1884,
3T1bid., Februery 11, 188L.

BQQQQQ., webruary 7, 138l4.

391p1a., April 2, 188,
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J. J, Vertrees, a close politlcal ally of Cherry's
and also President of the Democratic Stats Executive Com-
mittee, had tried to wrest control of the Nashville Ameri-
can from 1ts principel owner, A, S. Colyar. Charges of
being dominated by money-seeking politicians were hurled
at the Governor‘hc

The Morristown (agette in an iassue of February 21,
183}, declered that Governor Bate was not the cholce of
the rank and flle of the East Tennessee Democrats but of
pollitical rings and groups that dominated the 3tate. The
Gazette favored an East Tennesssan for governor, & man
younger than Governor Bate, his superior in many respects,
capable of contesting his election on the stump from Car-
ter County to Shelby, and who could be elected., Evident-
ly the Gagette was referring to Robert L, Taylor, who at
this time was becomling popular with East Tennessee Demo~
crats,

On April 17, 188}, the Republican convention met
in Nashvills, L. C. Houk of Knoxville mede the opening
address, Judge Frank T, Reld, a former Confederate sol-
dler, was nominated for governor by acclasmation; end, in

the platform which was adopted, the Democrats were

l"olbid., March 24, 188l.

Td————
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denounced for setting up the Rallroad Commission with
its low rates, repudiating one-half of the state bonds,
leasing the penitentiary, and bringing convict labor

h1

on May 2, John V.Wright, a leader of the state

inte competition with free labor,

credit Democrats, announced that he would not be the
candldete of that faction of his party and urged his
followers to sccept the debt settlement of 1883 as
final.ha

The Democreats met 1n conventlon at Nashville on
June 18, They elected J. D.C. Adkins permanent chair-
man and drew up thelr platform. This platform endorsed
the administration of Governor Bate, regarded the state
debt settlement zs final, favored legislation to make
the rallrosds bear their just share of texation, and
favored the promotion and encoursagement of popular
education.

Sonme 111 feelinz was engendered when the conven-
tion endorsed a plank in the party's nationel platform
declaring for & tariff for revenue instead of for & pro-

tective tariff which was favored by the industrislist

Ulipia., april 18, 188L.

h2ryia,, ey 23, 1884.



ol
group. However, Bate and the three rellroad commnisg-
sioners were renominated without Oppositian.ha

Bate and Reld canvassed the State in Jolnt de-
1.
bate. The maln 1ssue was the Rallroad Commlssion Act.%h
One nowspaper editor belleved that the race would be
close but thet Bate could win 1f he dld not drive the
independent voters to Reid. He ssid that 1f Bate used
the methods of the Nashville World, he would not be re-
elected.hs Former Governor Alvin Hewkins sald:
If the Republicans wlll exsrt them-

selves, they can csrry the Stats this fall.

The Democrats have nominated for Governor a

m&n who 18 so unpopular that many of the

Cleveland and Hendricks Clubs have refused

to put him on their ticket., On the other

hand, the Republicans have nominated an un-

usual&g popular man, an sx-confederate sol-

dier,

Bate was reelected, He recelved 132,201 votes

to Reid's 125,5&6.h7 His reelection was due to his per-
scnal popularity, the Bourbon element in his party, &and

the normal dislike for Republican :mzle..l‘8

b31p14., June 19, 188L.

Wiy, 1, Moore, Tennessee, The Volunteer State, L
Vols. (Chicego: S. Clark Publlishing Go., 1523), 1, 56l.

45ppesden Weakley County Enterprise, July 3, 1838k,

aﬁChattanooga Daily Times, August 1, 188l, quot-
ing the Boston Herald.

47Senata Journal, 1885, p. 583.
haRsbison, op. cit., 22,
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The legzislature met Iln regular sesslion on Jen-
uary 5, 1885, The Senate was composed of thirtsen Re-
publicans and twantf Democrats; the House had forty
Republicans end fifty~nine Democrats‘&g ¢, R. Berry
was elected Spsaker of the Senatesﬂ end J. A, Henson
wag chosen Speaker of the House.sl

On Jenuary 12, Governor Bate caused hls messege
to be read to the Forlty~fourth General Assembly, He
explalned how the state debt had been scaled down to
$15,73L,608,19 of which $2,135,150 represented the
state debt proper. The sum of $648,000 was owed to
educational, cheritable, end literary institutions in
the State and to Mrs, James K. Polk, and §13,001,458.19
represented the state ald debt,

Bate reported that the State was taking up an-
nuelly $200,000 of the Torbett notes in the payment of
taxes., He also said thet §5636,000 of the "Torbett is-
sue® had been changed into Treasury certificetes and
that sults were pending in the state courts concerning

the laegality of {300,000 of the same issue.

QQChattanooga Dally Times, January b, 1385.
50senate Journal, 1885, p. L8.

‘.}

5lpouse Journal, 1835, p. 7.
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The Governor reviewsd the work of the rellroad
coxnission. He pointed sut thet similar bodies had
been declared legal in other staetes, but asked that
the powers given to the Tennessse commission be clari-
fled and chenged 1f nécessary, to meet constitutional
requirements. He explained how the commission had been
restreined from carrylng out its dutles by en order from
a federsl court granted to the officials of certain rail-
roads untlil the court should give a decislon In the case.

By leasing the penitentiery end the labor of the
prisoners to the Tennesses Coal, Iron, and Rallroad Com~
pany, an annusl profit of $101,000 was made, This com-
pany used 772 prisoners to mine cosl at the Trecy City,
Coal Creek, and Inmsn mines. The Tennessee Coal, Iron,
and Rallroad Company had subleesed more than LU0 convicts
to Cherry, Morrow and Company of Neshville, which used
nearly all of its prisoners to manufacture wagons within
the main penitentiery at Hsshvlille.

Other parts of the ™Governor's Message" asked
that an act providing for & buresu of vitel statisties
be passed; that laws be enacted whereby illegal voting,
especleally in the larger ciiles might be prevented
through the registration of voters and reforms made in

the system of election returns; and asgein assked that
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the leglslature provide Tor an assistent superintendant
of public instruction, =2 Negro, to have charge of the
Negro school children of the State, subject to the super-
intendent. Beate esmphasized that it would be zood polley
to have a8 Negro in this position end sald thet the causs
of populer educatlon would be sdvanced by doing 50.52

One of the first ects of the leglslature was to
repeal the law of 1883 that had created the Railroad Com-
mission. Bate vetoed the blll, but the 3enaete overrode
the veto tweniy-two to eleven, snd the House agaln passed
it by a vote of fifty-five to thirty-nine.’3 E. W. Car-
meack, who represented ¥esury and Willlamson Countles in
the [louse, said he favored regulation of railroads but
he was nei In favor of peyling salsries to commissioners
who were enjolned from carrying on their work and who
wore net in fevor of rallrosad regulation.gh

The legislature appointed a committee to purchese
bot less than 100 scres of land in Weat Tennessee on which
to bulld a hospital for the insane;55 eppropriated
#10,000 to pay for the return of the State!'s exhibits et

-
pa"Governor's Messege,™ House Journal, 10485, pp.

90-11,
53senate Journal, 1885, p. 583.
Siyouse Journal, 1885, pp. 817-318,
55acts of the State of Tennessee, 1883, pp. 151-152.
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The World's Exposition at New Orleans; provided for
the admission of children to the Randall Cole Indus-
trial School; appolnted & committee to ascertaln and
establish the boundary line bstween Tennesses and
North Carclina in conjunction with a commisslon from
that Btate; and made all able-bodied men betwesen the
ages of eighteen and forty-five subject to work on the
publlie roads of their countias from three to six days
a year.56

Dr. P, D. 8ims in a report to the State Board
of Health, charged that at the penitentisry in Nash-
ville, 552 prisoners wers kept in & spasce which was
gufficisnt for only 100; that the prison population
had increased one hundred per cent in twelve years;
that the penltentlary was a school of crime, and that
priaonsre were more dangerous enemles of society when
they left the penitentlary than when they entered. He
attributed these evils to the lease systam.57 The Rash-
ville Banner published the text of an interview with &
former guard at the Tracy City prlson, who ssid that

conditions in this prison were worse than those theat

rbia., 4, 57-62, 159-160, 33-42.
STGhattanooga Daily Times, January 13, 1385,
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Dr, Sims deacribed.58

A joint commlttee from the Senate and the House
which was &ppaihted to investigate thesse charges59 sub-
mitted two reports. The majority report stated that
the Hashville, Tracy City, and Innan prisons were well
conducted, that no fraud or bribery had existed 1in the
enactment of the leasling act, that the prisons were
well=ventilatsed, and that the convicts were furnished
Bibles and othoer books. It did report that the Coal
Creeik prigan was dirty, poorly ventilated, and had in-
adequate sewage disposal facilitiea.ég The minorlity
report submitted by the Republlican members agreed with
the fsects in the report of the majority, but attacked
the lease system, and demanded the repesl of the Leas~-
inz act,%?

House B1ll 133, which provided for the recistra-

No further actlon was taken,

tlon of voters in towns or voting districts of more than

1,000 voters, had been passed by the House on March 10

Ealbid., January 1, 1385, quotlng the Nashville
Banner.

SgSenate Journel, 1885, p. 192,

601p1d., 564-574.
0l1p14,, 615-618.
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by a vote of fifty-four to slx, with thirty nembers
pregent but not voting. This bill was to come up In
the Senate for final action on April 6‘ When thls day
came, the Republican Senators wers consplcucusly ab-
sent whilc all Democratlic Senators were present., Slnce
& quorum was not present, the Senate gave orders toc the
Sergeant-at-Arms to arrest the absent Hepublican Sens-

tors and bring them to the Senate Ghamber.62

By ths
next morning, an asaistant Serzeant~at«Arms hed errest-
ed H. B, Ramsey, a Senstor from Shelby County, and re-
turned him to the Senate,

The filibusterling Sensators sent a comnunication
to the Senate in which they saild that House Bill 133
had paased the House 1llegally becsuse less than a quo~
run had voted on 1t and that the bill in itself was &
dellberate attempt to disfranchise Republicans. They
also contended that the Senste had no right to compel
thelr attendance becszuse its constitutional term had
expired.63

The Sergeent-at-Arms end his sassistants sesrch-

ed Tor the missing Senators for two days before they

621bid., 633,

————

631p1d., 629-631.
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learned that the sclons wers cccupylng rooms at the
Maxwell House. The Senators had locked thelr doors
and placed pguards on the outside. The Serpgoent-at-
Arams, who had the authority to enter but not to break
doors, was unable %o do anything except to remaln near
the doors 1in the hope that they mlizht be opened. No
such thing havpened. Food and drink were lowered to
the Senators from an apper story window bylmeans of a
rope sttached to a basket, On one occasion when food
and whisksy were belngz lowered to the men, Senator
John P, Ropers of Unlon County, thrust his head out =
window and said: "Behold the =anna the Lord sonds
down froz lesven to the Hepublicana.”ék

The fllibuster continued, and on April 2, 1335,
the lexislaturs eﬁj@arnod.ég It had wmede no eppropria-
tion for the expensss ol zovernment and had accomplishe
ed very little in the way of constructive lezislation,

Governor Sate called the lezislature into oxtra-
ordinary sesslon on May 25, 1885, The purposceof this
session were to provide revenue for the Stete and coun-

ties; to make mppropriations to defray current expensss'

6h0hattanooga Daily Times, April 9, 1885,
6SSenate Journal, 1885, p. 6L,
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of the state government {or the next two years; to pass
lewa to further effectuate the Funding Act of 1883; to
appropriate $85,000 for the purchase of land and con-
struction of & hospital for the insane in West Tennes-
see; to redistrict the circult and chancery courts in
order to secure efficlency and economy; to prevent the
spread of pleuro-pneumonia; to give conviets time off
for good behavior; and to preserve the purity of elec~
tions and prevent lllegal voting in districts having e
voting population of 1,000 or more by the enactment of
a registration law or by any other methed allowable
under the conatitubion‘éé

The legislature enacted & law to set the tax rate
on each $100 worth of taxable property at forty cents
of which thirty cents was to be used for State purposes
and ten csents for schools, and countlies were allowed to
levy a like amount exclusive of thelr texes for roads,

67 The State was

schools, and interest on thelr debts,
divided into fourtesn judicisl districts and eleven

chancery districts, Clrcuit court was to be held three

£
56ngovernorts Measage,” Senate Journal, Extra-
ordinary Session, 1885, pp. 3~7.

67Acta of the State of Tennesses, Extrsordinary
Session of the Forty-fourth General Assembly, 1885,

pp. 196-198,
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times a year snd chencery court twice, The Treasury
was empowered to barrow money to make payments for two
years'! interest on the bonds released from litigation
by the decislon of the Unlted States Suprems Court.
Acts were passed to control the apread of pleuro-pneu=-
monie, and snother was enactad wherebdy convicis were to
be given diminution of their terms for good behavinr.és

in the sextraordinasry sesslion of the Forty-Iourth
General Assembly, four bllls concerning electlon reforms
were introduced in the House, none of which passed be-
yond second reading.69 In the 3enate, however, it was
different. 3enate Bill Ho. 23, "To prohibit illegal
voting, the taking of ballot boxes, the buying snd sell~
ing of votes, and to prohiblt judges, clerks, and others
from violating the olection laws, and to prsserve the
purity of eleetiona,“70 was passed on third reading by
a vote of thirty-one to one;71 while a bill providing
for the registration of voters, Senate Blll Ho, 13,

passed thls body nineteen to twc.72

681p14,, 96-108, 13-15, 69-7l and 93-9L, 87-90.

6930uae Journal, Extraordinary Session of the
Forty-fourth General Assembly, 1385, pp. 196-198.

T01p1a,, 166,

Tlgenate Journal, Extreordinary Session of the
Porty~fourth General Assembly, 1385, p. 53.

721pid., 108,
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The House begen its éonsideration of Senate Bill
No, 23, which passsd to third reading. IHowever, on 1lis
third resding, Representative 8, H. Haynes ol MHadison
County moved to amend the bill by striking out 1ts en-
acting clause and substituting that of Senate B11ll Ho.
13, and in the same speech he moved to amend the body
of Senate Bill Ho. 23 by substituting the body of the
registretion blll. Immediastely Representative John
Ruhm of Nashville declsred thet a Senate bill on third
reading could not be amended by substituting enother
Senate bill on first reading. Overruled on this point
of order‘by the Bpeegker of the House, J, A, Manson of
Hardeman County, Mr. Ruhm sasppealed from the ruling of
the chair, but the House¢ sustalned the Speakert's rul-
ing by & vote of fifty-six to thirty-one. Hext came
a move to adJourn, followed by several proposed smend-
wents, all of which were voted down. Finslly the House
adopted Mr. Haynes' double smendment by a vote of fifty-
nine to thres, When the roll call on this smendment
was made, only sixty-two members answered; and the Speak-
er instructed the clerk to record Representatives 3, E,
Browder of Polk County, R. R, Butler of Carter County,
John Ruhm, and John Vernon of Shelby County as present
and not voting Bo that the aedoption of the emendment
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would be constitutional., Mr. Heynes did not enjoy his
triumph long, for on the next roll call forty-seven
repregentatives were absent., The House then adjourned.
The next day it met again., A quorum was lacking, and
after & few reports and resolutions were made, Spesker
¥anson declared the House of Representatives adjourned
8ine die. No blll for the reglstration of voters had
been passod.73

On January 11, 1807, Governor Bate's last bien-
nisl message was read to the leglslature. In 1t hie re-~
viewed the progress made in retiring the bonds and sat-
tling the "Torbett Issue;" pointed out that the boun-
dary dispute with North Caroline had never been settled;
sald that the boundary between Tennessee and Virginia
wes in dispute; reviewed the progress made in public
education; advised the legislature to ensct lawe con-
cerning election returns; and asked that steps be taken
to return the remalns of John Sevler to Tennaasee.?h

Bate was not a candidate for governor ln the elec~
tion of 18836, which resulted in the choice of Robert L.
Teylor, Democrat, over his brother, Alfred A, Taylor, the

73Housa Journal, Extraordinary Session of the
Forty-fourth sensral Assembly, 1385, pp. 1506-178,

Tu“Governorfs Message, " Senate Journal, 18557,
pp. 179-1560.
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Republican cendidste. On Honday, January 17, 1837,
Robert L., Taylor was lnsugurated jovermor, Bate was
present and was introduced by W. L., Clapp, Speaker of
the Mousse, whe in the course of his spsech, said:

Thers ig no citigzen in the 3tate, whate
ever his political predilesctions mey be, who
wlll not unite witk me in ssying he has been
true end faithful to the great publlce trusts
we confided to him, Splendid as was his repu-
tation as a soldier, 1t haes been eclipsed by
his mansagement of State end Civil offlces,
Elected to the Chief Maglstrscy of the State
in 1882, when his perty differed upon State
questions, and was divided within 1tself, he
was confronted with end embarrsssed by dif-
ficultles of an sxtreordinary charescter., No
higher encomium could be pronounced upon his
finencial ability than to remind you that
wnen he entered upon the discherge of the
duties of office, the six per cent securi-
ties of the 3tate were selling in the open
markets of the world at forty cents or less,
and now on the eve of hls retirement out
three per cent gecuritiea are worth eighty
cents or more./

Bete had made an envisble record es governor,
The gtate debt, which had plagued every governor glnce
the Clvil War, wes seitled; the credit of the State was
on & firm baslis; groundwork had been laid for the cone
trol ol publlic ubilities, and the Democratic party wes

better united in 1887 than it had besn in a decade,

ol
’51p1d., 179-180.



CHAPTER V
UNITED STATES SENATOR, 1887-1305

The senatorial term to which Howsell E, Jackson had
been elected was to end on March [, 1887.1 Jackson, how-
ever, had resigned in 1886, end Governor Bate had appoint-
ed W. C, Whitthorne in his ataad.a Before the close of
his term as governor, Bate sasnnounced that he would be a
candidate for the full term and said that he favored a
caucus to nominate the Democratic candidates for both
the long and the short terms.3 Although there were sever-
el other stronz contenders for the nomination, such asg
Albert 8., Marks, Solon E. Rose, John F. House, gnd L., T.
Sneed,h Bate appeared to be unconcerned sbout the result,
saying thet he was sure of forty votes on the flirst bal-

lot and as the voting continued he would gain more.s

lMarshall, op. cit., 232.

2%Governor's Message,™ Senats Journsl, 1387, p.

150,
3knoxville Journal, Janusry 3, 1887.

bsenate Journal, 1837, p. 199.

SKnoxville Journal, January 8, 1887,
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On January 13, 13087, a caucus, the first held
in the State aince the War Between the States, to
nominate candidates for the Senate, composed of the
Democratic members of both houses of the legislature,
met in Nashville to nominate candidstes for both the
long and the shorti terms. On the first ballot for the
long term, Bate received thirty votes; Marks twenty;
House eleven; Sneed ten; and Robert L. Teylor one.6
The caucus continued to ballot on each afterncon until
Monday, January 2|, when Marks withdrew. On the next
ballot, the sixty-ninth, Bate was nominated.7 The Bours=
bon elemsnt supported him throughout the caucus, and on
the last ballot Congress-elect James Phelan of 3helby
County rallied the antl-lisrris Democrats to Hate's sup~-
port.a

In the meantime the legislature had balloted for
five days wlthout having elected a Senator; but on the
sfternoon of January 25, Bate was elected, receiving

sighty-one votes to forty-five for A, M. Hughes, the

Republican candldate, one for James D, Porter, and one

‘ éxbid., Janusry 1, 1893,

————y

T"The Week," Hation, XLIV {January 27, 1887), 68.
Sknoxvilie Journel, January 27, 1887.
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for A. S, Golyar.9

On December 5, 1887, Bate was sworn into office
as United States Ssnator from Tennesseelo and was ap-
pointed to serve on the comnittees of Agriculture end
Forestry, Improvement of the Misslaslppl, Mllitery &f-
falrs end Territorias.ll

The naticnal election of 188L had resulted in
the election of Grover Cleveland as President, the
first Democrat elected to this office since 1856, The
Democrats had also sgeured control of the House, which
they held thraughgut‘bleveland‘s first sdministretion,
but the Senate kept its Republicen majority. Although
the Democrats had rallied to slect Cleveland, in 188,
they were far I'rom unlted; and nowhers could this leck
of unit be sson better thén in the divergence of views
on the teriff question., The Southern Democrats, as a
whole, favored a tariff for revenue only asnd the North-

ern Democrats‘ravcrad pretection.la

%3enete Journal, 1887, p. 2,2,

10congressional Record, 50 Congress, 1 Session,
XIX, Part I, p. L.

Mrpid., 16,

W—agmsm—

12Woodrow Wilson, A History of the American Peo-
Eleéblc vols., (New York: Herper e&nd Brothers, 1010),
»

+
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It became evident to Cleveland that a great desl
2f the economie trouble of this period was dus to the
operation of the tariff, most of the rates of whleh had
been set in time of war to meet extresordinary demands
of government;13 and in his first annual message to
Congress, he had recommended that the tariff be revised
downward, This Congress accomplished nothing in the
wey of tarifl reform; and Cleveland determined to de~
vote the whole of his third message to the 'c;ari.f’f.l‘,’L

In his snnual message of 1887, President Cleve~
lend informed Congress that the surplus revenue, smount-
ing to $55,258,701.19 on December 1, was estimsted to
reach $113,000,000 by the end of the fiscal year and
that this amount plus prior accumulations would railse
the surplus to $1,0,000,000 by June 30, Urging & re-
duction of th@ tariff instead of repealing internal
revenue taxes, the President declared that the Tressury
had become a hoarding place lor money withdrawn from
circulatlion, thereby crippling industry, threatening
15

finencial disaster, and inviting publle plunder.V

V1ivia., 75.

1&Gaorge F, Perker, Recollections of {rover
Cleveland (New York: The Century Compeany, 150%), 103.

15“?resident Cleveland's Message," Congression-
al Record, 50 Congress, 1 Ssssion, XIX, Tart 1, pp. G-
i

-«
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The Republlic protectionists at once began to de-
vise means to spend the surplus so that the terifl

16

might be saved, One of thesse messures, commonly

known as the Blair Bill, was first introduced in the
Senate by Senator Henry W, Blsir of HRew Hampshire on
Merch 6, 1881, during the firat‘aassian of the Forty-
seventh Congress, I{ was reported by the Commnlttee on
Education and Labor but was not acted upon by the Sen-
ate. The same bill passed the Senate in the Forty-
eizhth Congress and also in the Forty-ninth but was not
acted upon by the House. Ageln Senator Blair introduc-
ed a similar bill in December, 188?.17

The Bleir Blll provided that for eight years
after its passage there should be appropriated from
the Treasury to be used [or none~sectarian public schools,
without distinction as to race or color and to be extend

ed by the states, the amounts 1n the following order:

1st year - §7,000,000 5th year ~ $11,000,000
2né yesar - ;10,000,000 bth yesr - §9,000,000
3rd yesar - $15,000,000 7th year - £7,000,000
L4th year - 13,000,000 8th year - §5,000,000

10Robison, op. cit., 76.

| 17gongressional Record, 50 Congress, 1 Session,
XIX, Part 1, p. 208,
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These {unds were to be paid out in the ratio

that the number of thoso ten years ol age and older
who could nelther read nor write bore to the total num-

ber of thls group in the United States; and in states
where there were both white and Hegro schools, the funds

were to be provided for each race in the ratio that the
white znd Negro illliterztes between the sges of ten and
twenty-one bore to each other, It also provided that a
state could not receive a greeter smount then i1t had
spent for schools durlng the preceding yaar.lg

The Blelr B11l1l beceme an issue in Tennessee poli~
tics, On February 10, 1887, Governcr Robert L. Taylor,
in spesking to the leglslature of the needs of the publlc
schools of the Stete, said thet if there was a surplus in
the Treasury not applicable to the national debt, it
should be stripped of federal supervision and given to
the states for educatlonal purpoaas.lg Governor Taylor
made thils statement mainly to ascertaln the attitude of
the legislators toward the proposed bill,

Both S8snator Bste and Senator Isham G. Harris op-
posed the bill, Bate attacked its constitutionality,

181p14., 266-267,

19%governor's Messege," Senate Journal, 1887, pp.
300~301.
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declaring that it would eppropriate national revenue
for a purpose that was never contemplated in the Constl-
tution, He werned that the ensgctment of such lezpisla-
tion would lead to the dependence of peopls on the natlon-
al government thus meklng 1t more centrallzed and peter-
nellstic, Federal ald would finally lead to federal con-
trol, and rival political parties would be quick to aeize
upon the cry of additional appropristions for schools
untll the amount spent would be enormous., In addition
he warned thst the best way to spread false doctrines
and destructive political influences was through the
modlum of education and that, when these falée doctrines
and destructive political influences were disseminated
ander a natiénal law, they would neutralize all opposi~
tion eand cause the state and local govermnments to be ab-
sorbed into the national.ao

Agaln the Bleir Bill passed the Senate by a vote
of thirty-nins to twenty-nine but falled of consideration
in the Democratic Houseaal

The Chattancoga Dally Times, & Democratlic newsa-

paper, in its issus of February 17, 1838, said;

zoconareasional Record, Appendix, 50 Congress, 1
Session, XIX, Part 11, pp. BL-G0.

2lcongressional Record, 57 Congress, 1 Session,
11X, Part 2, p. .
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Both Senetors from Tennessee voted
againat the Blalr 3111, All the best law~
yors of the Senste were for 1it; Bate and
Harris heve alsrepresented the enlightened
sentiment of their state, If these men arse
ever reelected, it will show to the world
that our people prefer ignorsance to enlighten-
ment and projrsss.

“hen Preslident Clevelsand in his message of Decem-
ber &, 1087, spoke so strongly of the need for tariff
reform, Represantative Randall of Pennsylvanis and his
followers, sbout fority Demoeratic representatives from
Hew York, Pennsylvanis, Ohic, &nd Celifornias, appesared
stunned; but they immedlately swun: to the support of
the Presldent with the result that when Roger . hNllls
of Texas, Chairman of the House Committee of Ways and
Means, proposed a bill which provided for a systematic
reduction of dutles, it passed the House with but four
Demoorsts voting against it.za

it was in coonection with this blll that Senator
Bate meade his first speoech on the tariff on October 10,
1838, in which he pointed out that, while the South
American nations imported &,75,000,000 worth of manue
factured goods annually, only §75,000,300 worth of these

came from the United States. These {lgures showoed that

22y3180n, op. ¢it., 78,
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people would not buy where they could not sell, and the
lowering of import duties, especlelly on raw products,
weuld bring us intce closer end better relationship with
our sister republlcs of the New World. In concluding
his speech Bate sald that one reason for the decline of
Spain was that she passed tariff laws in order {o reiain
her gold, while Englazid opened her ports to the world
and became rich and powerful, Herein lay a lesson for
American 1egislatora.23

In Tennessee the Colyer wing of the Democratic
party stood for a protective tariff, snd also for the
Blair B11l1, but the Harris factlon clung to the tradi-
tional views of the Democratic perty on these subjects,

A Knoxvlille newspaper gquoted Senator Bate as saylng that
Colonel Colyar was an estimeble gentlemen but a2 crank on
the Blalr Bill, and added that Bate should heve ssaid thst

n2h

The K1lls Teriff Bill was re jected by the Senate,

Colyar was & "crank on the teriff too,

end dutlies were proposed higher than some of the exiat-

inz ones, with the result that Clevelznd wazs unsble to

2360ngreasiona1 Record, 50 Congress, 1 Session,
XIX, Part 10, p. 9301,

akChattanooga Daily Times, September 16, 1338,
quoting the Konoxville Journal.
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bring about any tariff reform during his first adminis-
tration.aS The tariff question, however, had given the
President and the Democratlc party an 1issue for the
campaign of 1888; and upon accepting the nomination,
President Cleveland again pointed out that there was
an acute need for tariff reform because the swrplus
amounting to §130,000,000 represented an exorbitant
tax upon the necessitlies of lifa.ab
As a result of the election of 1888, the Democrats

lost control of both the Presldency and the Houae.e?

Ben-
jemin Harrison, who was elected President, declared that

a surplus in the Treasury was an evil; recommended that
Congress adjust the tariff laws so thet no considerable
surplus would remain; and added that such a step could

be taken without serious injury to domestic industry.

He s8lso spoke of a need for laws to protect the purity

of elections, declaring that Congress possessed the power
to enact leglalation concerning national elections and
thet it was the duty of Congress to do so whenever state

election laws ware inerficient.as

25§11son, op. eit., 78.
zéchattanaoga Daily Times, September 16, 1888.
27%113011, Op. S_i_:_b_t\, 781

aa“Inangural‘Address,“ Congressionel Record, 51
Congress, 1 Session, XXI, Part 1, p. 4.
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During the first two yeaers of Presldent Harri-
sonts adalnistretion, the tariff question was the main
topic for discussion not only in Washington but also
throughout the country. Under the leadership of Wil-
liam MoKlinley of Ohio, Cheairman of the Ways and Means
Committes, the House on May 21, 18390, passed what was
known &s the McKlinley Tariff Act after & debate that
lasted about two weeka.zq The Senate, however, kept
the bill under consideration all summer, amending and
altering it, before 1t was finally adopted in Septem-
ber, 1890, After this, a jolnt conference had to be
held between representatives of the two houses before
an agreement could be reaohed.3a
Senator Bate opposed this bill throughout the
debate. To him it seemed that the McKinley Tariffl Act
had for 1ts object the retardetion of commerciesl and
agricultural prosperity in order that masnufacturing
mizght be promoted. The duty on sugsar wag remitted,
but the bounty of two cents a pound for the domestice
growers was merely a device to get the support of the

Louislana Congressmen and some of the Westerners whoas

29Gongressional Record, 51 Congress, 1 Session,
XXI, Part 5, p. 5113,

391p14., Part 10, pp. 9943, 10794
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conastituents wero interssted in the sugar beeil industry.
It was intended that the act should reduce the value of
imports by $i33,000,ﬁ00 a year, Beate warned that such
2 course would lead %o commerclal and sgrilcultural dis-
aster. OQur export trade amounted to $730,000,000 annual-
ly; end, if we should decrease our lmporits by $130,000,000
annually, we would elither have to export leass or import
that amount of gold, neither of which would be desirable.
If we should Import more gold, prices would rise, there-
by bringing hardship upon workers in the non-protected
industries; and, if we should export less, more products
would be thrown upon the home market reducing the already
existing low prices.

To McKinley's statement thet American prosperity
depended upon & prbteetiva tarifl, Bete countered wilth
the statexent that farmere were using corn for fuel be-
cause there was no export market for their grsein or mest,
and that while about 15 per cent of the workers did re-
ceive hizher wages under & protective tariflf than they
otherwlse would; rgal wages were maede less, IHe warned
that the MceKinley Act was class leglislation which would

raise the tariff rates to an average of about forty=-nine

per cent of the value of the lmported goods themselves,



89
Then he sald:
Show the farmer how to incresse the
price of corn eand wheat, and he will 1life
the mortgage from his homestead, Thirty
years of protection have brought no rellef;
he 1s worse off than ever before, Under the
exlsting tariff at present, 1f e housewife
makes an expenditure of $61,90 for ordinary
articles of clothing, she is paying a bounty
of $20,76 to the manufacturer. The hcKinley
Bill v%%l add to this by increasing the
ragtes,
The Republicaun convention which met in Chicago in
1388, psassed a resolution that demanded effective legis-
lation to secure the purity and integrity of slections
and charged that President Cleveland and the Democratic
majority ln the House owed their election to a eriminel
nullification of the Constitution and the election 1aws.32
A fow days after President Hsrrison made his in-
auzural address on March 4, 1085, a Aepublican caucus
was held for members of the House, This caucus endorse
d the Presldent's statements on election reform, and
named & comuittee composed of Representatives Henry
Gsbot Lodge of Massachusetts, Jonathan H, Roswell, =&
veteran of the War Letween the States from Illinols,
. and Thomas I, Carter of Hontana to draw up & bill de-

signed to protect the Bouthern Hegro in hls right of

311b1d., Part 9, pp. 8556-8566.

32George F. Hoar, Autogiography of Seventy Years,
2 Vols. (New York: Charles Eeriéner's Sons, I§ﬁ§3, 11,

151,
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the franchise, Koswell wrote the {irst drsft of the
bill, but it wes so stinging and caustic thet Lodge
rewrote it 1ln milder form and introduced it in the
ifouse, which referred the Force Bill, as it came to
be called, to the House Commlttes on Elections of which
Lodge was chairmen. He promptly reported it out of com-
mittee lor consideration by the House,33 where 1t was
passed on third reading on July 2, 1890, by a vote of
155 to 1493k

Under the terms of this proposed act, whenever
100 peopls in any Congressional district or fifty per-
sons in any county or parish of such district mede re-
quest in writing to the state supervisor of elsctlons,
a federel officisl, for supervision of thelr Congres-
sional election, it would be the duty of this offlcial
to notify & United States circult judge in whose clrcult
the Congressional district was located of such request,
This judge would then open court; and, from & llst of
prospective supervisors which the state supervisor
thought necessary to observe the reglstration eand

election. Thess supervisors were Lo go about thelr

33Kar1 Schriftglesser, The Gontleman from liassa-
chusetts (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1944), 106.

3&Gongressional Record, 51 Congress, 1 Session,
XXII’ Par s P [ -
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dutles in groups of three, of which not more than two
could belonz to the same political party; and thelr
duties would be to enforce the electlon lawa, to ses
that the election officlials discharged their duties,
and to prevent fraud and irregularity. Moreover, if
the state supervisor thought it necessary, speclal
deputy marshaells would be appointed by the Judgze to
aid the supervisors, In addition, each state was to
heve & board of canvessers composed of three persons,
of which not more than two could belong to the same
political party, whose duties would be to recelve and
examine the elaatian returns and certify the election
of Representatives to the Clerk of the chse.BS

Meanwhile, the leaders of the Republlican party
in Tennessee were confronted by the problems as to what
attitude to take on the bill. The Farmer's Alllence had
succeeded in gettling control of the Democratic perty in
the state and nominsted its state president, John P.
Buchanan, for governor 1n the regular Democratic atate
convention. Many Democrats were so diggusted with the

result that they were inclined to support the Republican

351h1d., 6851,
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candidate, Lewis T. Baxter, if the state convention
of his party did not endorse the hated Force Bill,
Baxter, knowing he could not be elected governor if
the convention declsared itself in favor of the bill,
firmly opposed 1t., After mucsh argument the conven-
tion termed the bill an act that would unsettle the
business interests of the nation end expressed con-
fidence that the Republican party would have patriot-
ism and wisdom enough not to pass it.36

H. Clay Evans, Reprssentative in Congress from
the Chattanooga Digtrict, sald he voted for the bill
in order to protect the South as well as the North
from corrupt politicel practices and predicted thet
the blll would pass the Senate; but the lesders of the
Demoeratlc party emphasized that every vote for the
Demoeratic candidates was & vots against the Force
Bill and the unjust tariff, and urged their followers
to see that every Democratic vote was polled in the

November election of 1890.37

The Chattanooga Dally Times in its issue of
November 10, 1890, stated that although the Republicans

36“The Week," Nation, LI (August 7, 1830), 102~

37Ghnttanooga Deily Times, October 5, 18930,
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had retzined control of the Senate, the Democrats would
have a majority in the new House, & furiher source of
satisfaction to its editor was the fact that H, Clay
Evans had been defeated for reelection to Congress by
the Denmocratic candidate, Nicholas X. Cox.

On December 18, 1890, Senator Bate in a long
speech on the floor of the Benate attacked the Force
Bill as being unconstitutional, sectlionel, tyrannilesl,
destructive of local self-government, and a destroyer
of pesce and harmony. He denied that supervision of
elections was necessary in hie own staete, and termed
the bill an attempt to perpetuate the Republican party
in the contrel of natlonal affairs.38

Senators Matthew S. Quay and Don Cameron, Lepub-
licans {rom Pennsylvenla, were more concerned ﬁith the
passage of the McKinley Tariff Act then they were with
the reported plisht of the Hegroes in the South. Lead-
ing the opposition to the Force Bill was Senator Arthur
Gorman, Democrat, of Maryland, who agreed with Quay and
Cameron not to oppose the tariff if they would work for

sbandonment of the Force Bill. However, Senator George

38Congreasieaal Record, 51 Congress, 1l Sesslion,
XXII, Pert 1, p. D32.
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P, Hoar, Republican from Hassachusetts, who knew nothing
of the agreement, ssked that the Senate take the Dbill wp
for conslderstion. The vote of forty-one to thlrty in
favor of his motion 8o aslarmed the Democrats that they
met in caucus and decided to fillibuster,

For thirty-three calendar days the Dsmocrats led
by Senstors Gorman, Bate, Gecrge Vest of Mlssourl, and
M. C. Butler of South Carclina, talked, and finally on
January 22, 1891, the bill was shunted aside.S7 Hore
than a year latsr, Senator Henry M. Teller, Republican,
of Uolorado, termed the bill the moat 1nfamous that ever
vassed the doors of the Ssnate, and another Republlcen,
Senator Preston B. Plumb, of Kanseas, sald that the west-
ern silverite Senators made &n agreement with the Demo~
crats not to limit debate In exchange for the Democrats!
promise to support leglslatlon for the increased purchase
of silver by the United States mint.he

As @ member of the Committee on Hilitary Affalrs,
Bate secured the enactment of leglislatlion to transfer
the Weather Service Buresau from the War Department to

the Department of Agriculture and Labor whers lts

39scnrirtglesser, op. cit., 106.
hognoxville Journal, April 21, 1892.
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services could be better utlilized by navigstors and
faermers, Having accomplished this task, hs turned
his attention to buil&ing up the 3ignal Corps of the
Army. Largely es & result of his efforts, this branch
of the Army became highly sclentific, and its systenm
was adopted by Englend, Freance, Belgium, Austria, and
Russia.hl

The silver purchase clause ol the Shermen 811~
ver Act of 18Q0 provided that the Secretary of the
Treesury was to purchase not more than four and one-
half million ounces of silver a nmonth at the market
price {for whlch treasury notes, redeemsble in elither
sold or allver, were to be lssued. Bate opposed this
measure {or the reason that he favered the free and
unlimlited colinage of sllver. Hed 1t not been for the
support of Senatora Quay and Cameron, who hed obligat-
ed themselves to the sllverites in order to secure the
enactment of the HeKinley Tariff Aet,ag the bill would
not have psssed the Senate. The Eastern Senstors

reslized that i1f the act did not become law, Congress

hlccngrassional Record, 53 Congress, 2 Session,
XXXVI, Pert O, p. 7302.

]
423cnriftgiessen, op. eit., 123.
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As a2 result of the agreement with the Southern

would vote for the free coinage of silver.

Senetors concerning the Force Eill and that with Quay
and Cesmeron, the sllverite Senstors found themselves
possessed with a strength altogether out of proportion
to their numbers, and on July 1, 1892, a bill thet pro-
vided for the froe and unlimited colnage of silver pasgse
cd the Senate by s volte of twenty-nine to twenty-live,
Eete vollny in faver of the :::uaa.‘w.r;'vza;M’r but the Denmoccreatic
fouse, however, by & vote of 10l to 136 refused to con-
sider the bill, probably becsuse 1ts leaders thought 1t
best to awalt the Qutc&ma of the presidential election.&g
In 1393 bate was epain & cendidate for Senator,
Opposed in the Democratic cmsucus by Robert L. Taeylor
and John H. Savage, he secured the nomination on the
first ballot, recelving sixty-cne votes out of a totsal

ol aighty«five.hé A few days later the leplslsiure

hBJamea ¥, Rhodes, History of the Unlted States,

Qgéols. (New York: The Macmlilen Compeny, 1930), Vilii,
355,

z‘Ll';'«f;‘m'agf,rev&.;sfiomat}. Kecord, 52 Congress, 1 Sesslion,

kow11son, op. eit., 233.
Loyarsuall, op. cit., 233.
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reslected him by a vote of eizhtr-nine tn thirty-one

L7

Belleving that hls second election represented

ovar his Republican opponent, 3. V. Pinsteead.

a demand of the neople Tor tsrlil reform, President
Cleveland in his inaupural address of 1893 declared
hat the only justillcation for taxes was the neces=
slty of securingz enough revenue to support the govern-
aent, e ¢1d not mentlon the allver isaua,&a but by
the end oX June, 1893, he had come to tlie conclusion
that the silver problem nesded to be desli with in-
mediately and issued s proélamatian for Congress to
meet in extraordinary session oo August 7, 18§3.h9
When Congress met, the President brlefly re-
viewed the f{inancilal situation snd sald that the pres-
ent economic and financlal condition of the country
iad 1ts source in the purchase and coinage of silver
by the government. Between May 1 and July 15, 1393,
treasury notes to the amount of $5!,000,000 had been
isaued in payment for sllver bullion, and during the

same period 3,000,000 of these same notes were

h7Senata Journsal, 1893, p. 102,

QS"Inaugaral Address," Congressional Record, 53
Congress, 1 Session, XXV, Part I, p. 3.

QQWilson, op. cit., 110,
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redsomncd with zold. Such a system made the depletlon
of our 7old resarve easy; and the situation was all the
more alarming because in the fiscal yeer that ended on
Juase 30, 1393, the sxcess of experted over lmported
zold amounted te $87,500,000, Moreover, in the past
three years the supply of zold coln and bullion in the
Tressury had stesdily decreased; but the silver had in-
creased to more than §147,000,000. Warning thet the
existing svstem of purchasings and coilning silver would
result In & depreciated currency and worse financlal
eondition, President Cleveland asked Congress to repeal
the silver purchase clause of the mct of 1890,

This measaze from ¥r. Cleveland put the Democratic
members of Congress in sn embarresszlns pcsition because
meny Democretlc conventlions In the North es well as in
the Socuth had declared for the free cnd unlinmlited colin-
are of silver;sl but a bill wac scon introduced in the
House by Representative William L. Wilson, Penmcersat of
West Virginla, embodying the President's recommendetions,.

It passed the House by a vote of 239 to 108 on August

SO”Presidant's Messaze," Congressional Record,
53 Congress, 1 Session, XXV, Part 1, Dr 205

5”:!'Jf:ﬁ:n:: Sherman, Recollections of Fforty Years in
the House, Senate, and Cabinet, 2 vols. (New York: 1The
Werner Company, 1095), II, 1157-1138.
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28;Sa but it was not until October 30 that the Senate
passod 1t forty-three to thirby-Lwo.3

bate strongly oppouced this act. Tc kim it seem-
ed an effort on the pert of the¢ wealthy lew to croate
g s8ingle gold standard in the greatest silver-produclng
country of the world in order to force the states and
debtors in general to pay tholr debts in Lh2 more ox-
pensive .oney. Hs realnded the Democratlc Ssnators
that the Senators frou btha silvereproducing states had
sided witih the Democrats azainst the hated Force Bill.gh

The Wilsou-Gorman Terif{ Lct as passed Ly ths
House was a genulne offort st teriff refora, but the
Senate added more than six hundred auendnments before
its final adoption by this body on July 5, 18¢L. Dis-
appointed, Senabor Bate voted for it In 1is fingl form,sg
porhaps because hie conslderel It an ilmprovemont over
the KeKinley Tarill Act of 1330.

Although the [Porce 311l had bheen deleated, thore
still exilsted am act of 1372 that allowed Tederal supor-

vision of Congressional electlons and rezistratlion in

52Gongreasional Record, 53 :
F2d 53 Congress, 1 Seasion
XXv¥, Part 1, p., 0a, ’ ! g

531p1d., Part 2, pp. 1749-1750.
Ship1a., 2 session, X&VI, Pert 2, p. 1796.
551pid., Part 7, p. 7136.
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eny Congressionel district upon the written applica-
ticn of ten citizens of & county or parish.56 Senator
Bate, on December &, 1892, introduced a bill to repeal
all statutes relating to supervision of electiona and
speciel deputias.57 Referred to the Judiclary Commit-
tee on which the Hepublicans had & majority, the bill
was prevented Irom belng considered by the Republican
members, 0. H. Platt of Connectlcut, George Hour of
Messachusetts, John Mltchell of Oregon, and James F,
#%ilson of Iowa, In December, 1393, Bate introduced a
similer blll. The Democrats now had control of the
3enate, and the prospect for 1ts enactment was good
due to the hearty support of the Northern Democratic
3enators led by David B, Hill of Rew “i’ork,s8 who wish-
ed to succeed Cleveland as President and in whose state
Congressional elections had been supervised several
times.59 To expedite repesl of the federal electlion
law, Senator HlHill succeeded in getting House Bill

2331, which Representative Henry Tucker of Virginla

Sévnitod States Statutes et Large {(Bosaton:
Little Brown and Oompany, L473), Xvil, 348-349.

' 57Congresaiena1 Record, 52 Congress, 2 Session,
XXIV, Part L1, DPe iYs

Salbid., 53 Congress, 2 Session, XXVI, Part 1,
Pe 8&-.
S9oar, op. cit., 1537.
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had drawn up and successfully steered thirough the House

60

by a vote of 201 and 102, substituted for Senstor

Bete's bill., To this motion Bate sereed, snd the bill
was referred to the committee on privileges and elec~
tions of which Senstor James L. Pugh of Alsbams was

chairman.él This committee submitted two reports on
the b1ll, the majority report was favorabls, and the

minority report unravarablo.éa

During the debate on this measure Senstor Bate
declared that the federal election laws were devised
by Sensator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts, to disfran-
chlse the Bouthern whites and glve the franchise to the
Negroes so that the Hepublican party might be perpetuat-
ed in power, 1In the course of his #peech Benator Bate
said:

There is the race problem in the South.
It promlsea contlnuance. Leave the races to
the influence of industry, mutual dependence
and soclal contact %o correct the evils. idu-
cation has done much and wlll do morse to right
matters. It is soclal, moral, and religious
development that is needed, not the interposi-
tion of federal agents,

The persistent sglitation of those who
do not live in the seme locelity es the Negro

6000n9re;sional Record, 53 Congress, 1 Session,
XXV, Part 2, p. 2370,

61Ibid-, 53 Congress, 2 Sesslon, XXVI, Part 1,

ps Olpe .
521p14,, 22L.
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snd know but little of him keeps up politiceal
aglitation which brings no goodégo him and to
the soclety in which he lives.

This repeel meassure passed the Senate and was

6l

the Nation in its issue of February 15, 189&,65 said:

signed by President Cleveland in February, 1894, ' and
"This repeal by the Senste and its signin; by President
Cleveland ends a long agitation. All Republicans but
cne oppesed 1ts repeal, The laws have utterly faliled
and in many cases have led to grossest sbuaas.“

In splte of the fact that President Cleveland
had signed the measure which repesled the lederal elec~
tion law of 1872, he was one of the most unpopular men
whose name could be mentioned in the South because of
his inslstence on the repeal of the purchasing clause
of the Sherman Silver Act.éé The demand [or free and
unlimited coinage of silver constantly grew stronger
in the South and West, and in 1895 a nationel conference
of silver advocates met in Washington to formulate plans
to secure control ol both political parties for the

glection of 1896.67 Similar conferences were held

31bi1d., Part 2, p. 1990.
8i1p14., 2100,

051p1d,, p. 111. )
Obparker, op. eit., 311.
6?ﬁilson, op. clt., 1&2-
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throughout the natlion, one of which was at Memphlis on
June 12-13, 1895, The Yemphis convention wss attended
by about 1,000 delegates of whom approximately GO0 were
Democrats., Outstandlng among these were Senators David
Turpie of Indiana, who was elected chalrmen; Bate and
Harris; Jemes K., Jones and James H, Berry of Arkansas;
James Z. George and Edward C. Walthell of Mississippil;
"Pitchfork Ben" Tillmen of South Carolina; former gover-
nor Prince of New Mexlicoj and ¥%. J. Bryan of Nebraska.
After some discussion and severel stirring speeches, one
of which was delivered by Bate, the convention denounced
the monetary pollicy of President Cleveland and went on
record as favoring the free snd unlimited colinage of
sllver at the ratio of sixteen to ona.és

The erdvocates of free silver did get control of
the regular Democratic party in 1896 and nominsted W,
J. Bryen as thelr candldete for president on a platform
that declared for the free and unlimited colnage of sil-
ver, but a group of Democrats calling theaselves the
National Democratic party endorsed the monetary polley
of Grover Cleveland and nominated Senator John Palmer
of Illinolis. In the Republican party s division re-

sulted when thelr convention adopted a platform opposing

68y Memphis S81lver Convention," Public Opinion,
XVIII, No. 25 (June 20, 1895), 690,
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the free colnage of silver except by internatlonal
agraeonent with the losding comnercisl countries of
the world, Wllliam McKinley wes nomlneted by this
cenvention, and the dlsgruntled sllver Repul:licans,
¢alling themselves the Hetlonasl 3ilver party, endorsed
the platiorm snd candidete of fthe Democratic pearty.
The Pocpullst party also supported Bryan.69

An excltling cempaign resulted, I1: Tennessee
Senator nate, Robert L. Taylor, Benton M¢MIllin, Repw«
ressentative in Congress from the Certhage dilstrict,
and other Democrats canvessed ths State for Bryan.

70

Bryan carried Tennessee, but McKinley was 9lecteéz/
The United States Covernment had maintain;%
Glplometic contacts with the government of Haweiil
since 1826, At first the 1slands were used by Ameri-
cens &8 & base for whaling expeditions, but during the
Wer Between the Stetes they became lmportsnt nct only
for their production of cane sugar, which found a ready
market in the United States, but also a&s e field for
the investment of American capltal 1n suger plantations.

On January 20, 13875, a reciprocity treaty wes signed

by representatives of the two governments under the

69wi1son, op. eit., L43-1Lb.
70¢hattancoga Dally Times, November 13, 1890.
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terms. of which Hawaiien sugar was to be admitted to
the United States duty lree.

As a result of this treaty an era of proaperity
began for the islanders, The sxportation of sugsr rose
from 12,000 short tons in 1876 to 7,000 tons in 1880,
end during this same period the price of sugar lncreased
about two and one-hsalf cents per pound. Kot only was
more American capltal invested in Hawall, but many Ameri-
cans went there to live, These immigrants together with
the Hawallan-born Americens constituted a wealthy and
powarful group that soon gained control of the upper
house of the 1egiglatnra as well as the cabinet.

The reciprocity treaty to which the American Sen-
ate added an amendment for the exclusive right to use
Pearl Harbor as a coalling and supply station was renewed
_in Jenuary, 1887; but under the terms of the McKinley
Tariff Act, all sugar was placed on the free list, and
a bounty of two .cents a pound was pald to domestic prow-
era. The effect of this bounty on Hewsaiian sugar was
the same as if =z tariff had been placed on it. The value
of sugar exported to the United States decreased by more
than $5,000,000 during 1891,

Early in 1892 a small group of Americens in Hawali,
desiring to secure a more atablg government and wanting

to benefit finsncially by obtsining & bounty on Haweilan
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suger, formed & club, the purpose of which was to se-
cure the annexation of Haweii to the United States.
Lorrin Thurston, a member, was sent as 1ts representa-
tive to the United States, Thuraton errived in Washing-
ton in May, 1892, and conferred with Secretary of State
James G,Blaine, Thurston found Blalne favorable to an-
nexation and informed the secretary that the Hawailans
would be permitted to vote on & treaty of snnexation if
such a course appeared feaslible; but, if not, annexation
would be brought about through a favorable legislature.
However, by 1893, Thuraton doubted if annexation could be
acoomplished because the wealthy lendowners had begun to
‘rear thet contract labor and Chinese immlgration would be
prohlbited in case the Unlted States mnnexed Hawaili.

Barly in 1893 Thurston's opportunity came. King
Kalelaua had been succeeded on the throne by his daughter,
Queen Lilloukaslani, who promulgated a new constitution in
which she restored the ruler's control over the ceabinst
and the upper house of the legislature and limited the
‘suffrage to actusal residsntas,

Irmedlately Thurston, Sanford Dole, and a few
other membera of the club asked John L, 3tevens, the

American Minister to Iawall, to land marines from the

U, 3. 8. Boston, Stevens, who had long favored annexation,
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agreed to land the merines and promised that the new

government would be recognized. With these ssaurances

the members of the club for sasnnexeatlion to the United
States began the revolution; three companies of Ameri-
can marines were landed; a provisional government with
Sanford Dole heading the executive councll was set up;
and Queen Lilioukalanl surrendered to the Americans.
The provisional government drew up & treaty that pro-
vided for the snnexation of Heweil as a territory to
the Unlted States,’l

Cn January 30, 1893, Senator william E. Chand-
ler of Hew Jersey submitted a resolution in the Senate
requesting President Harrison to begin negotiations with
the provisional government of Hawall for admission of
the islends as a territory to the Unlted States.72 Ne-
gotiations were begun, but Jongress took né action on
the proposed treety during Presldent Harrison's adminis-
tration. The problem of the annexatlion of Hawail was
thus passed over to President Cleveland who sent James
H, Blount of Georgia to Honolulu to make a special in-

vestigation of the chenge in the Hawallan government

7lsylvester K. Stevens, American Expension in
Hawail (Herrisburg: Archives PuUblishinz Go., 19457,
B7-221

bt L]

T2Gongressional Record, 52 Congress, 1 Session,
XXIV, Part 2, P« 929.
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ané cf all guestiona bearing upon the proposed treaty
of ennexation. Upon receiving Blountts report Cleve-
land withdrew the treaty becsause he thought s majority
of the Hawallens was opposed to snnexation.

As & result of the election of 1896, the Republi-
can party galned contrel of both houses of Congress es
well as thoe executive department, and on April 5, 1897,
Secretary of State John Shermsn was informed by the
Hawalien mihiater to Washington that the Hawallan lsgis-
lature had adopted a resolution favoring annexation.73

Senator Bate opposed annexatlon on the grounds
that the Hswallen government was of doubtful authority
and did not represent the will of the people. To him
the acquisition of these i1slands would divest the natives Eﬁ

~
Ny

of their right to rule thelir own country sand mske our / /
government one of agzression and colonization for which ’ 2
1t was not prepared. Furthermore, one sct of aggression ;2

would lead to enother; and the country which was a re- :5 ‘
et

pﬁgiic would become an empire, ruling subject peoples }

N
~ &~

3
2

until finelly our own government would cease to be a

republic.7k But after Hawali had declared its neutrality

?BStsvans, op. c¢it., 247-290.

7h00n1reasi nal Record, 55 Congress, 2 Session,
Xxx1, part 7, DP- gSI?-ESﬁa‘
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during the war with Spaln, the Senate passed a joint
resolution providing for annexation by a vote of forty-
two to twenty-one on July 5, 1898, after it had already
been passed by the Heuee.75

On March 15, 1897, the Fifiy-fifth Congress met
in extraordinary session pursuant to a call of President
McKinley on March 6. 1In his message the President sald
that there had been a treasury deficlt for every fiscal
year since June 30, 1092, and asked Congress to ensct
legislation that would provide revenue for the oréinary
expenses of government, pay liberal pensions, and make
payments on the public debt. He recommended duties upon
forelgn products high snough to preserve the home market

76

for Americen-made products. Congreas responded by passQ
ine the Dingley Tariff Act sponsored by Representative
Nelson Dingley of ﬁaine.77 Dutles were placed on flax,
sugar, and raw hides which had been admlitted free under
the teriff of 1894, and the average of rates was even
higher than under the tariff of 1890. . Bate ogéoaed this

act.TS

751b1d., 6712,

761bid., 55 Congress, 1 Session, XXX, Pert 1, pp.
11-13.

T71vb14., Part 3, p. 2962,

78ynited States Statutes at Laprge, XXX, 55 Congress,
1897-1899, pp. 151214,



http:Maine.77
http:products.76

110

Immediatsly after the blowing up of the battle-
ship Maine on February 1., 1898, Congress in a Jolnt
resolution authorized the President to intervens %o
stop the insurrection in Cube and establish a stable
end independent government of the Cuban paople.79 Bate
held that the sinking of the ship was sufficlent justi-
fication for wer, urged that our government recoznize
Cubs &8 &n independent nation, and then declare war
sgainst Spain.ﬁo

The Spanish~American War scon begsan, and on NMay
10, 189%, by the Treaty of Paris, Spain relinquished ell
claims to Cuba and agreed to cede Puerto Eleco and Cuam,.
Spain also ceded the Philippines to the United States,
which agreed to pay Spsin $20,000,000 within three montha
and to admit Spanish ships &nd merchandise to the Philip~
pines for & period of ten years on the same terms as
those of the United States.81

Bate, along with a majority of the Democratic mem-
bers of Congress, opposed ratificatlion of the treaty on
théigrounda that the scquisition of the lands ceded by

Spaié\tas but another step in the process of changing the

\n

79¢ongressional Record, 55 Congress, 2 Session,
XXXI, Part 5, p. 3993, ‘
801ps1d., 3966.

8lynited States Statutes at Larze, XX, 1857-1899,
pp. 175,-1I702.
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United States Ilnto an emplre. Although Willlem J. Bryen

came to Waeshington and influenced a nunber of Democratic

Senators to vote for ratification of the treaty, Bate's
stend on the question nevsr changed;sa
In 189¢ Bate wes again nominated by the legisla-
tive caucus for Senator, this time without opposition,gB
and was reelected over his Republican opponent, George
Ny Tillman, by & vote of ninety-five to twentywthrea.ah
Durin~ the vecation of Congress in 1399, s con=
mittee of Republicans, none of whom were members of Con-
oress, drew up what 1s cormonly lmown as the gold stende-
ard act., Thie bill, which was to define and fix the
standard of value, mainteain the purity of all monsy is-
sued or coined by the United States, and to set up new
regulations for natlonal banks, was Introduced in the
House by Representative Jesse Overstreet of Indlenapolis,
flere it was adopted in exactly two wesks by a vote of
190 to 180.85 The Senste, however, discussed the bill
from December 13, 1892, until the following Februéry 15,

with Senatsrs George Veat, Henry M, Teller, and Bate

LX
Bzcaqgresaional Record, 50 Congress, 1 Session,
XXX11I, Part I, p. 3600,
B?Earahall, op. cit,., 233,
SYgenzte Journal, 1889, p. 67.

85goncressional Record, 55 Congress, 1 Sesslon,
XXXIII, Part 1, p. 57<.
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leading the opposltion. The Tennessean pleaded with
the Senators not to pass a law of such lar-reaching ef-
fect when the wishes of the peopls were unknown. Presi-
dent McKinley, seaid Bate, had been elected on a platform
which favorsd international bimetallism; while the Demo-
cratlec platfora called for natlonal blmetellism. Seven
=illion persons nad voted for HMoKinley; six and one~halfl
million for Hryan; dbut only those wiio had voted for Pal-
mer, 133,000, were known to have lavored maliing gold the
standard money. The Senate, after having added seversal
smendanente, adopted the measure on February 15, 1900, by
a vote of forty-six to twentynnins.sé This ect made the
sold dollar consisting of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths [ine,
the standard unit of value and provided that ell otiher
sioney lasued by the Unlted States should be maintsined
on a parity with thls standard; set aslde a reserve fund
of $150,000,000 in gold coin to redeex the United States
notos and treasury notes of 1050; provided that the legal
tender of the sllver dollar or any other coin issued by
th§ United S8tates was not to be affected by thls act; end

resR?icted tine chartering of natlional banks to those with
\

hY

5

801p1d., Part 2, pp. 1610, 1635.
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a capitsl of $100,000 or more uuless the bank was lo-
cated in a town of 6,000 or 1653.87

sefore Puerto Rico was csded to the Unlted Ststes,
the bulk of her exports, consisting of coffes, sugsr, and
tobecco, was sold to Cube eand to 8pain; but ef'ter the
cession these countries adopted tariffs so hizh that
Puerto Rican producis were practically excluded., Economice
distrecs rasulted, and thls situstion suddenly became
acute 88 ths result of a hurrlcans that struck the 1lsland
in 1399, killlng people and destroyinz property to the ex-
tent thst the local jovernmsut appeered to be powerless to
deal with the problem, Congresass on April 12, 1900, enact-
ed a law called the Foraker Act whereby 15 per cent of the
rates of the Dingley tariil were lmposed on Puerio Rican
lmports, the tariff thus collected to be used for the ex-
penses of the island's jovernmenl which smounted to about
Wi, 000,000 a yaar.ga
Questionlng the constitutionality snd the justice

of eny duties on Fuerto kicen imports, Bate assked il the

Constitution foliowed the flag as the imperielists had
!

\ C7ynited States Statutes at Large, XXXI, 1899-1900.

X,

0
“BJamss Be Foraker, Notes ol a Busy Life, 2 vols.
{Ciuclnneti: Stewasrt end KI&T Go., 19170, 21, 71-7L.
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claimed, then were the Puerto Ricens not sntitled to
the equal protection of the law; and why should 300,000
tons of Hawallan suzer be edmitfed duty Ifree while
50,000 tons ol Puerto Rican sugzar was subjfect to duiy?
Ho declsred that bue bariff on Puerto Rican products |
would creste a trust iu tobacco and suger and added
that the peoples of this island and of the Puillippines
shiould be given thelr lndepeudence as scon &3 order and
gecurity could ce established.59 American imperialisa,
however, demended tihat the islands be retsined, snd they
were,

In 190, SBste aanounced that he would agsin be a
candidate to succeed himsell in January, 13505, He was
opposed by wsenton Mcedillin, who had ably represented his
district in Congress for twenty years. By the first of
August, 1904, 1t became apparent to McMillin that he could
not be nominated, &nd he soon withdrew leaving Bate un-
opposed for ranominatian.gQ Bate was sasily reelected
on January 10, 1905, receiving 107 votea to twenty-one

for Walter P. Brownlow, the Republican candidate.gl

\\z 89conzressional Record, 55 Congress, 1 Session,
XXXI111, Part 4, p. 3013,

9OMersnall, gp. cit., 23L.
9lssnate Journal, 1905, p. Th.
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On January l, 1905, Senator Bate performed his
last major sct in the Senate whon he succeeded im have-
ing 2 bill sent back to the committes on Territories
that would have mede one state of Tthe two terriiories
off New Mexico ard Arizoﬁa.92

In 1863 tue territory of Arizons wes formed from
that of New Mexico. Early in tas 1030's the business
interests of Arizona bezsun to differ sharply with Eestern

-

demands for the 20ld anc

I})

r& end & probective bteriff,
and in 18691 the territorizl legislature of Arizona sent
& fornaL petlitisn to longress requesting statemoocd for
the territory,

In thelr »nlstfora of 1900 the Republicans hsed in-
serted 2 plank lavoring the adumission of Oklahoma and
Indlan Territory as one state, and the territories of
New Mexlco and Arlzons as separate states. This action
was an effort to placate the Western members of Congress
until the gold standard could be sdopted. The Uemocratic
platform of the same year had also demsnded statehood for

93

thg territoriss,

\

\
\ 92Cangressicnal Record, 50 Congress, 3 Seassion,
XXXIX, Part L, pp. Liii-

93k, A, Hubbard, "Political History," Arizona and

Its Heritsge, univarsity of ﬁrizona, Bulletin &o. 3 {Tuc-
son: Universliy of Arizonm, 1330), 15l-132.
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A blll was finelly proposed to allow the people
of Oklehoma and Indlan Territory and the people of the
territories of Arizona and New Mexico to form constitu-
tions and be admltted to the Unlon as two states on an
equal footing with the other states. This bill passed
the House and was sent to the Senate where it was refer-
red to the Comnittee on Territoriss of which Albert J.
Beveridge of Indlana was chalrman and Bate wes a mem-
ber.gh
The advantage to the administration in having two
new states instead of three lay in the [fact that there
would be but four additional Senators lnstead of six.
It wes expected that Oklshoma end Indian Territory would
elect Democratic Senators and that the Senators from the
other proposed state would be Republicans, Western and
Southern Congressmen vsusally held similar views on ths
tarilf and colnage questions, hence the desirebllity to
the administration of having as few of these Congressmen
as possibla.gs
/ A great number of petitions from Arizona and some

firom dew Mexlco wore sent to Congress in protest against
f

.(

Q&Caﬁgreasienal Record, 58 Congress, 3 Session,
XXXIX, Part 2, p. 1005

v
9>hubberd, op.eit., 152.
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the bill. It was pointed out 1n these petitlons that
the proposed state would be lurger than New Angland,

Hew York, Penusylvanla, and Hew Jersey combined and
that'the economlc interests of the two territories
were sc wldely divergent, New Mexleco belng largely
agriculturesl while Arizonst's chief interests wers min-

. Ing and commercisl, that the people who signed the peti-
tlons preferred to live in territorles for an indefinite
length of time rether thsen hsve their territoriss ad-
mitted &5 one state., Date regarded his sction In having
the blll sent back to the committee &8s one of his oute
‘stending deeds 1n the interest of aelf-govarnmant.96

On Merch L, 1905, Senator Bate ettended the in-
auguration of President Theodore Roosevelt and set for
more than an hour on the platform in front of the Capi-
tol during wilch time a cold wind was constantly blow-
ing. By the second day after the insauguration he had
developed & severe cold whlch, upon his going as usual
to the Senate Annex in connection with his senatoriel
dubtles, beceme worse, FPneumonia and heart complications

///had developed by March 3, snd early on Thuradey, Merch 9,

gécongrassional Record, 50 Congress, 3 Session,
XXXIX, Part 1, p. Qdi.
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five days after he had entered upon his fourth term in
the Senate, he passed away at the Ebbitt House where he
and KMrs. Bate lived when they were in %ashington., In
accordance with his wighes his tody wes returned to Ten-
negsee aud laid to rest amongz his kindred in Mt. Olivet
Cemetery in Sumner County.97

As soldler, cltlzen, and statesman, William B,
Sobte always clungs to nis party's earliest creed, a strict
interpretetion of the Constltution and the importance of
local self-government. ils never placed party loyalty
sbove principle, nelther did lLie speak in the legisiag-
ive chaabers of hls state and country for the merc sske
of speskling but was slways in carnest. He was znd is not
terned one of the leading statesmen of his time; but his
honssty, vislon, end clear insight into nstionel preblems

do in my opinion zive him a securs plece among the states-

qmen of his time.

C\
’Y%Qrshall, op. cit., 223.
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