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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of th i s  s tudy was to i nvesti gate the di fferences 

i n  rel i gi ous  confl i ct and anxi ety among re l i gi ous l y  fundamenta l i s t  

s tudents enro l l ed i n  three i nst i tuti ons i n  East Tennessee . I t  was fel t  

that s uch  an  i nq u i ry woul d provi de i n s i ght i nto the d i ffi cu l ti es 

encountered by the re l i g i ous ly  fundamenta l i st s tudent as  that person 

moves and  functi on s  i n  h i gher educat i on . 

The s ubjects were 301  freshman students. The s t udy was 

accompl i s hed i n  two phases . Phase one i n vol ved meeti n g  w i th fres hman 

Engl i s h c l asses  at  two of the i nst i tuti ons and i ntroductory Soc i o l ogy 

c l a sses at  the other i nst i tuti on and a s ki n g  the s t udents to provi de 

certa i n  b i ograph i ca l  i nformati on as  wel l as  mark thei r answe rs on  four 

bri ef tests  des i gned to meas ure soci o-economic s tatus , rel i gi ous  

fundamenta l i sm ,  anx i ety ,  and  rel i g i ous  confl i ct .  Phase  two of the  

s tudy cons i s ted of  30 i ntervi ews; 1 0  students from each o f  the 3 

s choo l s .  

the tes ts . 

I n tervi ewees were chosen on  the bas i s  o f  s co res  earned on  

Stati st i cal  techn i ques used  were corre l ati on  and  ana lys i s  

o f  vari ance . 

The general fi nd i ngs of the s tudy were as fol l ows : 

1 .  Twenty percent of  a l l students reported s tron g  rel i gi ous 

confl i ct and  anx i ety accompan i ed by s uch  d i ffi cu l ti es  a s  i nab i l i ty to 

s l eep , eat or study ;  s evere stomach pai ns;  menta l  angu i s h ; i nabi l i ty 

to concentrate ; and  daydreami ng . The c l a s sroom was found  to be a 

ma i n  so urce of  rel i gi ous  con fl i ct .  

i i i  
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2. The vari abl es re l i g i o us fundamenta l i sm and anxi ety 

were not correl ated at  e i ther of the three i nst i t ut i on s . 

i v  

3 .  The vari ab l es rel i 9i o us fundamenta l i sm and  re l i gi ous  

confl i ct were negati ve ly  corre l ated at  each  of the three i nst i tu­

ti ons . 

4 .  Rel i g i o us confl i ct was pos i ti ve ly  correl ated wi th 

anxi ety at the three i ns ti tut i ons . 

5 .  There were con s i derabl e d i fferences among the three 

s chool s wi t h  res pect to re l i gi ous fundamenta l i sm and  re l i g i ous 

confl i ct though not anxi ety .  

6 .  Rel i g i ous  fundamenta l i sm ,  rel i g i ous  confl i ct ,  and  

anx iety were rel ated pos i ti ve ly  or negati vel y  to one or more of the  

fol l owi ng  personal  data vari abl es  depend i ng upon  whether i ns ti tuti onal  

s cores or tota l scores were used : con sent to be i ntervi ewed , 

rel i g i ous  preference , denomi nati onal preference , sex , s tate of 

res i dence , s i ze of commun i ty of res i dence , soci o-economi c status , 

attendance at  c h urch and  S unday School , or grade poi nt average . The 

major vari ab l es were not rel ated to age or approxi mate s i ze of home 

church . 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCT I ON 

The i n i t i al e xperi ences of col l ege can have p rofound e ffects  

u pon the ent i re col l eg i ate e xperi ence and en sui ng l i fe of the stude n t .  

San ford's d i s cussi on of  the mass i ve res earch and accumul ated data on 

the ente ri n g  col l ege s tudent, wh i ch des c ri be what he  i s  l i ke at the 

t i me of enrol l ment and d iscuss the vari ous factors wh i ch bear heav i l y  

upon h i m  duri ng  the fi rst  months  o f  col l ege, are ev i dence o f  the 

i mportance wh i ch res earchers p l ace upon these earl y col l ege 

experi ences.l 

Thi s  i n vesti gati on deal s wi th the e ffects of rel i g ious  

confl i ct and  anxi ety wh i ch ari s e  when the  begi nn i n g  col l ege student's 

rel i gi ou s l y  fundamental i st be l i e fs are chal l e nged by academi c 

endeavors and \>l i th  the adjustment  res pons e  \'.Jh i ch the s tudent makes to 

the con fl i ct .  A major focus of the study wi l l  be the d i fferences  among 

three h i gher educati onal i nsti tuti on s  wi th regard to the vari abl e s: 

re l i g i ous  confl i ct, anxi e ty, and rel i gi ou s  fun damen tal i sm .  The 

educati onal p h i l osophy of a parti cul ar i ns ti tuti on as refl ected  i n  i ts 

vari ous p rograms of s tudy and campus acti vi t ie s,  i s  a s i gn i fi cant 

factor i n  the \'!hol e educati on p rocess . Research has con c l uded that 

1Nev i tt San ford, "Hi gher  Educati on as  a Fi e l d of Study," 
The Ame ri can Col l ege, ed . Ne vi tt San ford (New York: John Wi l ey and 
Sons,  Inc . , 1 967), p .  42 ff . 



the cl a s s room , 2 the  campus atmosphere , 3 a n d  e ven a l umn i 4 s e rve a s  

veh i c l e s whe reby the Ph i l os ophy of t h e  col l ege o r  un i ve rs i ty re a c h e s  

the  s tudent a s  l"ie l l a s  the type of i n fl uence each  exerts u p o n  h i m .  

Need fo r the S tudy 

E l me r  To�>ms re fe rs to the expl os i ve 9r01•1th o f  re l i g i o u s  fun d a -

men ta l i sm i n  t h e  l a s t  b1en ty yea rs . "There \'!ere those, "  rema rks  

Town s, "wh o  a few ye a rs a go predi cted i ts demi s e  i n  a n  i n c re a s i ngl y 

e n l i ghtened Ameri ca . " 5 Ins tea d , \'lh i l e  mai n l i ne denomi n a t i o n s  conti n ue 

to decl i ne i n  membe rs h i p, fundamental i st c h u rches  grow ve ry rapi d l y .  

Tovms c i te s a s  e v i dence o f  t h i s rap i d  growth t h a t  " mo s t  o f  the 1 00 

l a rge s t  S u n day Sc hool s i n  the U n i ted States a re fundame n ta l i s t.116 

The i nc re a s e d  popul a ri ty o f  fun damenta l i s t bel i e f mea n s  a n  i n c re a s e d  

n umber o f  s uch pers o n s  i n  the general pop u l ace .  Thi s be a rs d i rec t l y  

upon h i gher educa t i on a s  i nc re a s e d  n umbers o f  s tudents  who accept 

2val da Rob i n s o n , "The C l i ma te o f  Le a rn i n g : H i s tori cal  
Perspecti ves a n d  I mp l i ca t i ons  fo r the Le a rne r , "  The Yo unq Adul t ,  e ds .  
Ge ra l d Wi n te r  a n d  E .  M .  N u s s  ( G l e n vi ew, Il l i n oi s:  Scott, Fore s ma n  
a n d  Co . ,  1969 ) , p. 304. 

2 

3c .  Ro bert P a ce , " Ev a l uati n g  the Tota l C l i ma te o r  P ro fi l e  o f  
a C ampu s , "  The Ame ri c a n  Col l ege, ed . Ne vi t t  S a n fo rd ( New York : J o h n  
l�Ji l ey a n d  Son s , I n c . , 1 9  7), p .  1 7 1 .  

4r·1e rvi n B. Freedma n , "Studi es  o f  C o l leqe A l umn i ," The 
Ame ri can C o l l ege , e d . Ne vi t t  S a n ford ( New York : 

-
J o h n  l•J i l ey a n d  Son s , 

Ire., 1 967) ,  p .  857 .  

5E l  me r L . - Tmms, 11Trenrls fl.mon g  Fun damenta 1 i s t s , "  C h ri s t i a n i ty 
Today, 1 7  ( J u l y  6 , 1 97 3 ) , pp . 1 2 - 1 4 .  

6Town s , pp . 1 2 - 1 4 .  
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fundamenta l i s t  te nets a re fo u n d  on today's col l ege and u n i vers i ty 

campuses. Consequen t l y ,  there i s  a need to ga i n  a c l e a re r  understandi ng  

o f  the s i tua t i on fa ced by the re l i g i o u s l y  fundamenta l i s t  s t uden t  i n  

h i gher educa t i on a l  i n s t i tuti ons , both secul ar and rel i g i o u s ,  a n d  to 

e xami ne the i n fl uen ce of the col l ege expe ri ence upon s uc h  a s tuden t .  

T h i s re s e a rc h  rroject i s  re l a ted to a p ra c t i c a l  p rohl em 

fo und on the campus e s  of The U n i ve rs i ty of Ten ne s s e e , Knoxvi l l e  ( UTK ) 
a n d  H i wa s see Col l ege . Dr .'s Da v i d  Dungan a n d  Lee H umph rey s , b o t h  

o f  whom teach i n  the  Re l i g i o us Stud i e s  Depa rtment ,  UTK, a n d  Ka rl Jo s t ,  

who tea c h e s  i n  the  C u rri c u l um a n d  I n s truc t i on Depa rtme n t , Co l l ege o f  

Educati on , UTK , h a ve commented to th i s  re s e a rc h e r  on  t h e  re l i g i o u s  

c o n fl i ct a n d  me n ta l  a n g u i s h  wh i c h seemi n g l y re l i � i o u s  fun damen t a l i s t 

s tudents  e xperi ence a s  re s u l t o f  the i r a ca demi c en dea�o rs . Fo r e xamp l e ,  

on  h i s  fi n a l  te s t  i n  a re l i gi o u s  s t ud i es  cours e , one s t udent comme n ted 

to Dr . Hump h reys , ''Th i s  i s  wh a t  yo u wan t  a s  a n  a n s wer to the que s t i on b ut 

I \1/an t  you to k n ow t h a t  I don ' t  bel i e ve i t . "  I n  a c o n ve rs a t i o n  wi t h  

t h i s  res e a rc h e r  Dr . Hump h reys ooi nted t o  t h e  q ua n d ry i n  wh i ch the  

concerned teac h e r  s o  o ften fi n d s  h i ms e l f :  the  tea c h e r ,  as  a re s u l t o f  

yea rs o f  s tu dy a n d  re s e a rc h , h a s  d i s co ve re d  m u c h  abo ut a p a rt i c u l a r  

s u bject a n d  fe el s compe l l e d to s ha re th i s  i n forma t i o n  \'l i t h  h i s s tudents , 

yet a t  the s a me t i me aware that to do s o  mi ght po s s i bl y  upset the s tu­

dent , perh a p s  caus i n g h i m  to c l o s e  h i s mi n d  comp l e tel y to a ny further 

d i s c us s i on o f  the s ub j e c t  ma tte r. 

The ma tte r h as been o f  s uch  great conce rn to Dr . Da vi d Dun gan 

that he  has don e  con s i de rahl e re searc h  i n  an e ffort to fi n d  a tea c h i n g 

me thod t h a t  can  be u s e d  i n  p resenti ng s e n s i ti ve a nd con trove rs i a l 



4 

material and ideas to his students. nn one occasion Dr. Dungan preoared 

and presented to the /\merican Academy of Relinion a paper entitled "The 

Conflict of Styles in American 8iblical Interpretation" which dealt with 

this problem. In conversation with this writer, Dr. Karl Jest has 

often referred to the religious conflict and anxiety which the seemingly 

religious fundamentalist student encounters in his classes. 

This investigator is a teacher of religious studies at 

Hiwassee College, an institution owned and operated by the United 

Methodist Church. Many of the students who attend Hiwassee College 

display what might be classified as religiously fundamentalist beliefs. 

A 1 most every quarter there are those students \'lho reoort to this 

researcher religious conflict and anxiety stemming from certain of their 

acad�mic studies. Some of these troubled students will come by the 

office to discuss their difficulties and work their way through them 

while others will not do so. 

In the summer of 1 97 7  this researcher made a careful study 

of the many religious groups and organizations v1orking with students 

on and near the UTK campus. One of the reasons most often given by 

group sponsors for the existence of the various religious groups was 

to help the students cope with tensions emanating from the university 

atmosphere, particularly the classroom. The aspect of the university 

atmosphere mentioned most often as exerting .,..Jhat they felt was an 

unhealthy influence upon the student was its questioning of religious 

viewpoints and at tjmes an antagonistic attitude toward traditional 

ethical positions. Interviews with adult sponsors and group leaders 



revealed strongly held fears for all students moving into the univer-

sity community for the first time hut especially for those \'tho from 

their descriptions would he classed religious fundamentalists, that 

they would experience bewilderment, confusion, and perhaos even 

worse. One adult worker related that it was a standard practice of 

his to register for one course per quarter, usually in Religious 

Studies, Sociology, or Psychology, and in that class to serve as an 

5 

apologist for traditionnl values and morals. If the instructor openly 

challenged the commonly perceived explanation, solution, or approach 

to a problem, or presented only one side of an issue then the adult 

worker attempted to balance the discussion by calling attention to 

the 11Dther wayll of looking at the problem or issue so as to lessen 

the possibility of religious conflict and the potential ill effects 

of tension and anxiety for the student. 

Several scholars have indicated the need for research studies 

dealing vlith student tension and anxiety arisinq from the college 

experience where they face, perhaps for the first time, facts, ideas, 

and belief systems which are in conflict with their own. After a 

thorough review of the literature pertaining to ''Personality Changes 

in College Students, 11 V!ebster, Freedman, and Heist remark: 

. . .  we need to know more about the liberalization that 
usually takes place in students during college, but that 
varies in meaning with variations in social climate. The 
same can be recommended for changes in religious values, 
which seem to occur universally, hut which are 9t best 
poorly understood in varying cultural climates. 

7Harol d V.lebster, t�ervin Freedman, Paul Heist, 11Persona 1 ity 
Changes in College Students/ The American Colleqe, ed. Nevitt Sanford 
(New York: John Wiley and Sons, l967), p. 841. Hereafter cited as 
"Personality��. 
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Al tho ugh Sa n ford a s serts that the "rle ve1 orf!1en ta 1 s tatus  o f  

t h e  fre s hflla n" i n  col l e ge i s  s uch t h a t  i n  orde r fo r gr01·1th a nd devel op­

men t  to ta ke p l a c e  the s t uden t  "mu s t  s ubje ct h i ms e l f to t e s t i n g , mu s t  

h a ve the exoe ri e n c e s  that  h e  h a s  been aporoac h i n g  wi th t repi dat i o n , mus t 

knm'>' fa i l ure a nd frus t ra t i on , "  he i s  c a reful to c a u t i on  t h a t  a rea l  

danger a ri s e s  v1he n  t h e  ch(l1 1 enqe i s  too s t ron g , " t he  s t ra i n s a re too 

i n ten s e , "  and the te n s i on i s  too gre a t; and i ns tead o f  de s e rti n g  an 

i n fanti l e ,  o utmoded way o f  th i n k i n q a nd advan c i n g  the i ndi v i du a l  

b ecome s ego -de fe n s i ve . 8 L i kevdse ,  v.rh i l e  b u t h  Ka tz and Sanfo rd reco g -

n i  ze t h e  need fo r a re-e xami n a t i o n  o f  the " co gn i ti ve s tructures--the 

concept i o n s  o f  o n e se l f and the  worl d ,  the e th i ca l  pri n c i p l e s - -wi th  

wh i ch the s tude n t  e n te rs col 1 e0e , "  they s ugges t t h a t  the re be re s e a rch 

l eadi n g  to a n  unde rs tandi n g  o f  the ten s i on and men t a l  a n g u i s h  wh i ch 

o ften a ccomp any s uc h  i n te l l ectual  q u e s t i on i n g o f  deep-s e a ted bel i e fs 

a nd i deol ogi e s  and wh i ch may be counte r-produc t i ve . 9 

I n  " C ri s e s  i n  �lo rma l Person a l i ty De ve l opme n t "  P.1 1 port 

di s cu s s e s  the rol e  a nd oppo rtun i ty o f  the q u i da n ce offi c e r  i n  a s s i s ting 

s tudent s , c o l l ege fres hme n and sop homores ma i n l y ,  who face " c ri s i s "  

s i tuati o n s  i n  the i r l i ve s . The main crisis areas mentioned are 1ntel-

l ectua l , i n fe ri ori ty compl ex , re l i gi o us cri s e s , s e x, and fami l y .  The 

8Nevi tt S a n fo rd ,  "Devel oornenta l S ta tu s  of the  Er.te ri ng Fre s h­
man , "  The .Ame ri c a n  C o l l eoe, ed . Nevi tt S a n fo rd ( Ne\<J Y o rk : John !:.Ji l ey 
and Son s , I n c . , 1 967) , p . . 266. Here a fter c i ted a s  "Devel oprr.e n ta l " . 

9J o s e p h  Katz , Ne vi tt S a n fo rd , "Curri cul urn a n d  the  Theory o f  
Person a l i ty , " T h e  Ame ri can Col l eqe , ed . Ne v i tt S a n fo rd ( New Y o rk : John  
Wi l ey and Son s , I nc . , 1 96 7), p .  441 . 
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" c ri s i s "  p ro d uces  a n x i e ty \•lh i ch i n  t u rn u s he rs i n  " a pa thy a n d  a 

p a ra l ys i s  o f  vli l l . " 1 0  "The Fre ud i an theory i s  the one u s u a l l y  fo l l owe d 

i n  expl a i n i n g  these  d i s t u rbances but t h i s i s  adeq uate i n  onl y  about ten 

per cent o f  t h e  c a s e s , "  a s serts Al l port . 1 1  " Pe rs on a l i ty theory 

fo r tea c h i ng needs  . . .  to be wo ve n o f  l e s s  l u ri d fahri c s  than  

Oe d i p a l  comp l e x ,  c h a ra c te r  di s o rde r ,  i de n t i ty d i ffu s i o n , a c t i n g  o u t , a n d  

maybe an a rray o f  d i me n s i on s  d rawn fror:1 the �·1t1P I  , "  s ays A l l port . 1 2  The 

\'tri ter conc l udes  wi th a p l a n  fo r a theo ry o f  person a l i ty that takes i n to 

account  c ri s e s  a n d  a n g u i s h  a n d  d i s turban ce a n d  s e e s  t hem as i mportan t  

an d a d e fi n i te p a rt o f  i n di vi du a l  devel opme n t . 1 3  

Doro t hy Roge rs , i n  a n  i n trod ucti on  to a s e r i e s  o f  a rti c l e s  on 

the  val ues and re l i g i on o f  youth , s ays that "many q u e s t i on s rema i n  to 

be a n s we re d  rega rd i ng yo uth s ' v a l ues . a n d  e q u a l l y  con fu s i n g i s  the  

p i cture o f  yo u th s ' re l i g i o u s  b e l i e fs a n d  p racti ce s . " l L'- Roge rs con t i nues  

by s ayi n g : 

Many que s ti o n s  a n d  l i ttl e re l e van t  res e a rc h  e x i s t  re g a rd i ng 
youths'  re l i gi o u s  vi ews . How doe s re l i gi on fun c t i on  i n  p a r­
ti c u l a r  a re a s  o f  t he i r l i ve s ?  To what exte n t  wi l l  the i r  c u rre n t  

l OG . H. A l l port , " C ri s e s  i n  No rma l P e rs on a l i ty Deve l opmen t , "  
The Younq Adul t ,  e d . G. 0.  W i n te r ,  E .  M. Nus s ( G l e n v i ew ,  I l l i no i s :  
Sco tt, Fore s ma n  a n d  Co . ,  1 969 ) , po. 295 - 30 3 .  

1 1 Al l po rt , p. 302 . 

1 2A l l port , p .  302 . 

1 3Al l p o rt , p .  303 .  

1 4oo ro t hy Roge rs , " Yo u t h s' V a l u e s  and Re l i gi on , "  I s s ue s  i n  
Adol e s ce n t  Psychol oay, 3 rd e d . ,  e d .  Do rothy Poqers ( Engl ewood C l i ffs , 
New J e rs ey : P re n t i ce - Ha l l , I nc . , 1 977 ) , p .  281 f .  



vi ews c h ange a s  they move i n to adul thood? Are yo uth s pro v i ded 
wi th enouoh e d u c a t i on aho ut vari ous  fa i th s  to pe rmi t them to 
functi on  �ffe c t i ve l y  i n  a re l i q i o u s l y  p l u ra l i s t i c s o c i ety? 
How can  s uc h  e d u ca t i on be conrlucted wi thout , a t  t h e  s ame ti me , 
uncon s c i o u s l y  dri fti ng toward i ndo ctri n a t i o n ?  Wh a t  i s  the 
s ta tu s  o f  the yo u t hful a t he i s t  or agno s t i c ? 1 5  

8 

By these  s ta teme n ts Roqers c l e a rl y  i n v i te s  re s e a rch  i n  the ge n e ra l a rea of 

re l i gi on and yo u th . 

Ope ra t i ona l De fi n i t i o n  o f  Terms 

T h e  fo l l owi ng terms a re defi n e d  as they we re u s e d  i n  t h i s s t u dy .  

C o n fl i ct. Con fl i ct i s  11 • • •  the s i mu l taneous  a ro u s a l  o f  two 

or mo re i n comp a t i b l e mo t i ves , re sul ti ng i n  unp l e a s a n t  emo t i o n s . 1 1 1 6 

Rel i a i o u s  con fl i ct .  Rel i gi ous confli c t  i s  defi n e d  i n  t h i s 

s tu dy a s  the confl i c t wh i c h ari s e s  when the re l i g i o us be l i e fs a n d  

e n s ui ng way o f  l i fe wh i c h the s tudent h a s  been t a u g h t  a n d  ha s p ra c t i ced  

unti l h i s  p re s e n t  i n vo l veme n t  i n  col l ege s t udi e s  a re c h a l l e nge d a s  

re s u l t o f  h i s  a c a demi c e n de a vors , whether s uch  a c a demi c e n de a vo rs a re 

l i n k e d  d i re ct l y  to t h e  c l a s s room o r  the gen e ra l  c o l l ege experi ence . 

R e l i qi on .  " Re l i gi on i s  the un i fi e d  sys tem o f  b e l i efs a n d  

p ra c t i ces  t h a t  p e rta i n  t o  s a c re d  thi ngs a n d  t h a t  un i te a d h e re n t s  o f  the 

of the system into one s i ngl e mo ral commun i ty. " 1 7  The  conceot of 

l 5Roge rs, o. 281  f .  

l 6Jerome Ka ga n a n d  Ern e s t  Havemann, P syc h o l ooy: An 
I n t ro d ucti on  U!ev/ York : Ha rco u rt , Erace and  !,forl d ,  I n c . , 1968), n. 393 . 

1 7 Emi l e  Durk he i m ,  The E l ementary Forms o f  Rel i oi ous  Li fe 
( 1 9 1 2 ) , tra n s .  Jo s ep h  Wa rd Swa i n  (New York: Free P re s s,  1 965) , p. 47 . 



re l i gi on wh i c h i s  s i �:m i fi cant fo r the s t udy i s  one Hh i c h emp ha s i ze s  

the ro l e  t h a t  re l i g i o n p l ays i n  the l i fe o f  the i n d i v i d u a l  a s  he  l i ve s  

i n  a n d  i n teracts wi t h  h i s envi ronmen t  a n d  a s  h e  adapts  t o  that 

envi ronment . The re l i g i on under con s i de ra t i o n  i n  the  p re s ent s t u dy 

i s  Chri s ti a n i ty .  I t  i s  not w i t h i n the range o f  the s tudy to ma ke 

p ronounceme n t s  abo u t  the truth or  fa l s i ty o f  a p a rt i c u l a r  re l i ef or 

s e t  o f  b e l i e fs .  

Re l i oi o u s  fundamenta l i sm .  Rel i gi ou s  fundamen t a l i sm i s  the 

name g i ven to a re l i gi o u s  vi ewpo i n t wh i ch i n c l udes the fo l l owi ng: 

a b s o l ute obedi e n ce to the wo rd o f  God a s  that  wo rd i s  fo u n d  i n  the  

Bi b l e; a n  a ttempt on  b e h a l f o f  the bel i e ve r to s eparate hi msel f d a i l y  

from s i n; s t ro n g  bel i e f i n  c h u rch  p ra c t i c e s  wh i ch are b a s e d  o n  a 

1 i te r  a 1 unders tan di  nq o f  the Nel'.f Tes tament C h u rch; vel''Y 1 i ttl  e concern 

fo r " re l e va n ce " i n  the  s e n s e  o f  a dapti n g  one 's bel i e fs a n d  p ra c t i ces  

to the p re s e n t  day; e vange l i ca l  a ggre s s i ve n e s s  i n  tryi n g  to �'<'i n others 

to the fun dame n ta l i s t v i evmo i nt; a deep commi ttme n t  to Bible 

te a c h i n g ; a n  i n exora b l e convi cti on that the C h ri s t i a n  pu l p i t i s  God's 

tool to con v i nce both head  and heart to choose J e s u s  C h r i s t; a Pi b l e­

cente re d  i deol o gy a n d  framevmrk fo r teach i ng a s  wel l a s  p re a ch i n g; a 

greater i n t e re s t  i n  persuad i n g those who di s a gree to accept the · 

fundame n tal i s t pos i ti o n  a n d  joi n i t  i n  fa i th and p rac t i ce  than  i n  

deba ti n g  i s s ue s  wi th t h o s e  who hol d d i fferi n g  i de a s  and op i n i on s . 

Rel i gi o u s  fundame n ta l i s t .  I n  t h i s  s tudy a re l i gi o u s  

fun damenta l i s t i s  one who a ccepts t h e  b a s i c  t e n e t s  o f  re l i �i o u s  

fundame n ta l i sm .  

9 



1 0  

Anxi e tv .  "Anxi e ty i s  a re acti on  o f  ten s i on to t h re a ts to the 

s e l fhood 

\•lh i ch he 

me a n i n g s  

a ttempt s  

o f  a n  i nd i vi d u a l  o r  t h e  gro ups t o  wh i ch h e  bel o n g s  a n d  fo r 

fee l s res p ons i b l e. I t  mani fe s ts i ts�l f a t  d i ffe re n t  l evel s 

i n  terms o f  t h e  -v.1ay i t  become s cons c i ous  to h i m  i n  h i s " l 8  

to i denti fy a n d  d e a l  v1i t h  h i s  pa i n ful  une a s i ne s s  o f  mi n d .  

Adj u s tmen t .  Adj us tmen t i s  the o verall res ponse wh i c h a 

o f  

s tuden t  make s t o  t h e  c l i ma te whi ch  h e  enco unters i n  a gi ven s i tu a t i on. 

I n  this s tudy p a rtic ular emph asis is p l a ced upon the c i rcums t a n ces 

wh i ch the s tudent encounte rs in the col l epe c l a s s room and the adj u s tme n t  

res po n s e  wh i c h he/ s h e  ma kes t o  those  circums tance s. 

A s s umo t i ons of the S t udy 

The fol l owi ng a s s umpt i on s  we re b a s i c  to t h i s s tu dy. 

1 .  Re l ig i o u s  fun damenta l i s t s tuden ts a re to be found i n  a 

vari e ty cf col l e ge s  and u n i ve rs i ti es: publ i c ,  p ri vate , and church 

owned and o perated. 

2 .  Rel i gi o u s  fundamenta l i sm ,  re l i g i o u s  confl ict , and 

a n x i e ty a re c h aracteri s t i cs  wh i ch can be me a s u re d  by s ta nda rdized 

tes ts. 

3 .  S ubje cts  d i d  not vary o r  d i s tort the i r u s u a l  i de a s , 

bel iefs , o r  e xpe ri enc e s  fo r p u rposes o f  the tes ts.  

4 .  S ubj e ct s • accounts o f  th2i r rel i g i o u s  con fl i ct a n d  

1 8wayne Oates , Anxi e ty i n  C h ri s ti an Exoe ri ence ( P h i l a de l ph i a :  
The  Wes tmi n s te r  P re s s ,  1 95 5) , p .  9 f. 



a n x i e ty and the e ffec t s  of s uch upon the pe rson v1e re re counte d 

hone s t l y for the purpos e s  o f  the i n te rvi ews . 

Que s t i on s  

1 1  

S i x  q ue s t i on s  vtere formul ated i n  con n e c t i on wi t h  t h i s s tu dy .  

1 .  Do re l i �i ous fundamenta l i s t s t ud e n ts exp e r i e n c e  re l i gi ou s  

con fl i c t when e n rol l e d i n  thos e col l ege s a n d  u n i v�rs i t i e s  wh i ch a re 

p ri vate o r  denomi n a t i o n a l l y  owne d  a s  wel l a s  i n  i n s t i t u t i on s  wh i c h a re 

p u b l i c  own e d ?  

2. Are t h e  vari abl e s  re l i gi ou s  fun damen ta l i sm ,  re l i gi ou s  

confl i ct ,  a n d  a n x i e ty s i qn i fi can t l y  rel a ted t o  e a c h  oth e r? 

3. I f  the a n swer to q ue s t i on 2 i s  yes , wh a t  i s  t h e  p a ttern 

o f  re l a t i o n s h i p ? 

4. Do s tudents othe r  than t ho s e  categori zed a s  re l i g i ou s  

fun damenta l i s ts e xpe ri e n ce rel i � i ous con fl i c t  a n d  a n x i e ty? 

5 .  Are there s i gn i fi cant d i ffe rences  be twe e n  The Un i ve rs i ty 

o f  Tenne s s e e , Kno xvi l l e ,  H i wa s see Col l ege , a n d  John s o n  B i b l e C o l l ege 

a s  re ga rd s  rel i �i ou s  fun d amen ta l i sm ,  re l i g i o us con fl i c t ,  a n d  a n x i e ty? 

6. Are t h e  re l i g i ou s  con fl i c t a n d  a n x i e ty a s  we l l  a s  t h e  

a daptat i on re s pon s e  wh i ch the s tudent make s t o  t h e s e  expe ri e n c e s  un i que 

to the i n d i vi d u a l , or  a re they Much the s ame fo r a l l p e rs o n s  who a re 

thus  d i s oo s e d ?  

Deli mi ta t i ons o f  t h e  S t udy 

T h e  exten s i ve p h a s e  of the s t u dy was l i mi te d  to fres hman 

s tudents  at UTK , Joh n s on Ri b l e Col l ege , and Hi wa s s e e  C o l l e ge . The 

i nt e rv i ew p h a s e  of t h e  s tu dy was l i mi te d to those persons who e a rn e d  



h i gh s c o re s  on the te s ts me a s u ri ng the majo r vari abl e s : rel i ni o u s  

fundamenta l i s m ,  re l i gi o u s  confl i c t , and anxi ety .  

I n  l i qh t  of the d i ffi cul t i e s  i nvo l ve d i n  do i nq o t h e rwi s e , 

the apol i ca t i on of the f i nd i nos i s  nece s s a ri l y  l i mi te� to � i wa s s ee 

Col l ege, Jo hns on Bi b l e C o l l eqe, and the unde r�raduate popu l a t i on 

a t  lJTK. 

1 2  



CHAPTE R I I  

REV I EW O F  RELATED L ITERATURE 

There i s  no s i ngl e body of materi a l  to whi c h  one  can turn to 

gai n  a t horough grasp  of the uni que probl ems faced by the rel i gi ou s l y  fun-

damenta l i s t s tudent enro l l ed i n  hi gher educat i ona l  i ns ti tat i ons. Researth 

studi es i n  th i s area have been l i mi ted , for the most part , to attempts to 

s how that chal l enge and confl i ct are neces sary parts  of  the educati on  pro-

ces s , to q uanti tati ve anal yses of  vari ous  ki nds  of  persona l -envi ronmental 

data rel ated to attempts  to i denti fy the k i nds  of  c hanges  whi c h  occur i n  

co l l ege s tudents genera l l y ,  and to the di fferent factors whi c h  contri bute 

to these c hanges . The experi ent i a l  aspects of these changes , however , 

have been l arge ly  overl ooked o Al though concern for t he d i ff i cu l ti es  faced 

by the rel i gi ou s l y  fundamenta l i st student i n  hi gher educati onal  i nst i tu-

t i ons has been man i fested , there has been l i ttl e research  and i nvesti ga-

ti on  wi t h  the rel i gi ou s l y  fundamenta l i st student spec i fi ca l l y  in  mi nd . 

There does exi st  a rather di verse body of  l i terature whi ch con­

tri butes pos i ti ve l y  to a general understand i ng of  rel i gi ou s  confl i ct ,  and 

one s tudy whi c h  attempts to rel ate the vari ab l es  1 1 rel i gi ous  confl i ct� 

man i fest anxi ety ,  and rel i gi ous  orthodoxy . 11 1 The great bu l k of  thi s i n­

formati on  i s  not  d i rected toward understandi n g  t he d i ffi cu l t i es faced by 

the rel i gi o u s l y  fundamenta l i st s tudent s eri ous l y  engaged i n  academ i c  en­

deavors; yet , i t  supp l i es i ns i ghts i nto the general s i tuat i on of  the col l ege 

l Ruth Fun k ,  1 1 A Survey of Atti tudes Toward Rel i gi on and P h i l oso­
phy , 11 Sca l es for the Measurement of Att i tudes , ed . Marvi n E .  S haw and  Jack  
M .  Wri ght (New York : McGraw-H i l l  Book Co . ,  1 967),  p . 34 5 .  Hereafter c i ted 
as 1 1  Survey . 11 
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s tudent and  may he l p expl ain the s pecific situation of  the re l igious l y  

fundamen tal ist  s tudent a s  we l l  as  serve as  a s tarting point for a more 

1 4  

carefu l and detail ed anal ysis of what appears to be a rather unique cir-

cumstance.  

Joseph  Havens ca l l s  the  reader•s attention to the  ma ssive re-

search that has gone on in higher education over the l a st  fifty years . 

There are now two maj or  centers for resea rch--the Center for the Study of 

Higher Education at  the University of Cal ifornia at  Berkl ey and a simi­

l ar institute at the  University of Mic higan--in addition to a number of 

other departments of p sychol ogy or socio l ogy engaged in researc h . 2 How-

ever, continues  Havens, 1 1impl icit or exp l icit in t he experimenta l design 

of nearl y a l l the s tudies are some educationa l  goal s . 1 13 The most  common 

invol ve a more adequate u nderstanding  of academic ac hievement or  success, 

of creativity in individua l  students, and o f  the maturing personal ity. 

1 1What is s triking is t he rel ative absence of  expl icit foc u s  on rel igious  

experience a nd  rel igious  deve l o pment, .. a sserts Havens.4 Havens continues 

by s aying t hat  some of t hese  studies do provide interesting data on  re­

l igion but these  data a re mostl y incidenta l to the central questions of 

the studies . I n  t he l iterature reviewed t here is o n l y  an  occasional  ref-

erence to t he rel igious  confl ict or crisis whic h the student experiences  

2Joseph  Havens., 1 1 The  Changing Cl imate of  Researc h o n  the Col l ege 
Student and His Rel igion, .. Journal  for the Scientific Stody of Rel igion, 
( Fa 1 1  , 1 963 ) ,  p. 56 . Hereafter cited a s  tr Changin g .  11 . 

3Havens, 11 Changing,11 p .  5n. 

4Havens' 1 1 C hangi ng' II p.  56 . 
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and even then l i ttl e attempt i s  made to understa nd the  confl i ct or  cri s i s  

i tsel f . 5 

Deutsc h po i nts to the po s i ti ve va l ue of  confl i ct :  

Confl i ct  i s  potenti a l l y  o f  personal  and soc i a l  val u e .  Confl i ct 
i s  a pervas i ve a nd i nev i ta bl e aspect of l i fe .  I t s  perva s i veness  
suggests t hat confl i ct i s  not necessari l y  destructi ve or  l ac ki ng 
i n  p l eas u re .  Confl i ct prevents s taqnat i on , i t  s t i mu l ates 
i nterest and curi o s i ty ,  it i s  the med i um through  whi c h  pro bl ems 
can  be a i red and sol ut ions  arri ved at ; i t  i s  the root of per­
sonal  and  soc i a l  c hRnge . · Moreover , confl i c t  i s  often part of 
the process  of test i ng and a sses s i ng onesel f a nd , as s uc h ,  may 
be h i g h l y  enjoya bl e as one exper i ences the pl ea sure of t he fu l l  
and acti ve use  of  one ' s  capac i t i es . 6 

Meyer i nvesti gated the impact of col l ege env i ronment ( defi ned 

as  "more general t han peer , cu l tural , or facu l ty i nfl uences " )  by noti ng 

the " progres s i ve structural cog n i t i ve growth 11 as  set  forth i n  the " i ntel ­

l ectual  a nd eth ica l  devel opment sc heme of W i l l i am Perry ( 1 968 , 1 970 ) . " 7 

A mul t i pl e approach wa s u sed , ·Jne assessment approac h bei ng  part i c i pat ion  

" i n  a o ne hour  s tructu red i nterv i ew i n  whi c h  four rel i g i ou s  confl i cts  

were the  foc i  for a seri es of  quest ions  and probe s o  u g  Res u l ts of  the · 

5Haven s , " Chang i ng ,  ..  P �  5 6 .  For a d i scu s s i on o f  the c hanges 
i n  rel i g i ou s  bel i efs wh i c h  are characteri st i c  o f  the adol escent years 
the reader i s  referred to E l i zabeth Hurl oc k �  Adol escent : oevel o�ment , 4th 
ed . ( New York : McGraw-H i l l  Book Company , 1 97 3) , c hapter  l l an  espec i a l ­
l y  to the very exten s i ve bi bl i ography ( 1 34 l i s ti ng s )  on p p . 388-3 91 . A 
great deal of research  ha s been done i n  th i s area . Th i s l i ne of  i nvesti ­
gat i on , whi l e  i nterest i ng and very i nformati ve , does not l i e wi th i n the  
purvi ew of  the present s tudy .  

6Morton Deutsc h ,  " Confl i c t  and I ts Resol u t i on , "  Confl i ct Res ­
ol u ti on : Contri buti ons of t he  Behavi o ra l  Sci ences , ed . Cl agett G .  Smi th 
(Notre Dame : Un i vers i ty of Notre Dame Pres s , 1 97 1 ) ,  p p .  36-7 . 

7P i erre Gi bbs Meyer ,  " I ntel l ectual  Devel opment of  Col l ege  Stu­
dents a s  Measured by Ana l ys i s  of  Rel i g i ou s  Content , :  D i s s ertati on  Ab­
stracts I nternati ona l , 37 ( 1 97 7 ) ,  7643-A ( Un i vers i ty of  M i n nesota) . 

8Meyer ,  p .  764 3-A . 
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i ntervi ews were rated for the Perry Scheme ( 1 968 ) pos i t i ons . " The  research 

appears to s upport the vi ew that s ome s tudents do change i n  meas urab l e 

wavs as  res u l t of  the i r experi ences i n  col l ege , "  a s serts Meyer . 9 

Sanford po i nts to t he need for the type of educati on wh i c h  pre-

c i p i tates confl i ct wi th i n  the i nd i vi dua l , wh i c h  c ha l l enges the person to 

new adj u stment and new th i nki ng : "The type of educati on  needed ( for  to­

day )  i s  for i nd i v i d ua l  devel opment , wh i c h  i s  a program consc i ou s l y  u nder­

ta ken to promote an  i denti ty based on such  qua l i t i es as fl exi bi l i ty ,  cre­

ati v i ty ,  openness to experi ence and respons i bi l i ty . 1 1 10 Sanford cont i nues : 

There i s  a course of deve l opment for t he human persona l i ty from 
l ower to h i g her l evel s of devel opment , mov i ng toward compl exi ty 
and whol enes s . However , persona l i ty does not j u st  unfol d or  ma­
ture accord i ng to a pl a n  of  nature . Further deve l opment wi l l  
not occur unti l st imu l i arri ve to upset the exi st i ng equ i l i bri um 
and req u i re fre s h  adaptati on . l l 

The fre s hma n , a s  do a l l humans , devel ops when he i s  confronted wi th  chal ­

l enges t hat  requ i re new k i nds of adapti ve responses  and when he i s  freed 

from the  neces s i ty of ma i nta i n i ng unconsc i ou s  defens i ve dev i ces . 1 1These 

happen i ngs  resu l t  i n  the enl argement and further d i fferent i at ion of the 

systems of t he personal i ty a nd set  the stage for i ntegrati on on  h i gher 

l evel s , 1 1 a s serts Sanford . l 2  1 1 For  c hange to occur , 11 s ays  Sanford , 

there mu s t  be i nterna l  or external  st imu l i whi c h  upset  h i s ex­
i st i n g  equ i l i br i um ,  whi c h  causes i nsta bi l i ty t hat exi st i ng 

9 Meyer ,  p .  7543-A . 

l ONevi tt  Sanford , Where Col l eges Fai l ( San Franci s co : Jossey­
Bas s ,  1 967 ) , p .  9 .  Hereafter cited as Colleges . 

l lsanford , 11 0evel opmenta l , 11 p .  258 . 

1 2Sanford , Col l eges ,  p .  51 . 



modes of adapta t i on do not s uffi ce to correct , and wh i c h  
thus  requ i re the person to ma ke new responses . 1 3 

L i ebermann  s peaks s pec i fi cal l y  wi th regard to c ha l l enge and 

confl i ct  bei ng present i n  the rel i g i ou s  educat ion  of  c h i l d ren . After 

ma k i ng a case for teach i ng and approac h i ng c hi l d ren so  as to arouse  

them c r i t i cal l y ,  L i ebermann a s ks , 

Can everybody go th i s way? • the an swer mu st  be : 
everybody has the ri ght to be s hown the way . I t  i s  h i s  
c ho i ce to pursue i t  to t he end , stop at a n  i ntermed i ate 
way stati on , or not embark on i t  at a l l .  Our concern 
a s  educators i nterested i n  the wel fare of c h i l d ren , 
wh i c h  i nc l udes t he i r  menta l and sp i r i tua l  wel l - bei ng , i s  
to provi de the too l s and po i nt out avenues toward ac he i v­
i ng th i s goal . 14 

1 7  

B l os  and Er i kson po i nt to the pos i ti ve val ue of  adol escence as  

a peri od of d i s equ i l i bri um and  u ncerta i nty . B l o s  a s serts that  

too l i tt l e attent i on has  been pai d  to the  fact that  adol escence , 
not on ly  i n  s p i te of , but rather becau se  of i ts emoti onal  tur­
mo i l , often affords spontaneous recovery from debi l i tat i ng c hi l d­
hood i nfl uences , and offers t he i nd i v i dual  an  opportun i ty to mod­
i fy or  recti fy c hi l d hood exi genc i es wh i ch threatened to i mpede 
h i s progres s i ve devel opment . The regress i ve processes  of  ado­
l escence permi t the remodel i ng of defecti ve or i ncomp l ete earl i er 
devel opments . New i denti fi cati ons and counter- i denti f i cati ons 
p l ay an  i mportant  part i n  th i s .  T he profound u p heaval  a s soci ated 
wi th the emoti onal  reorgan i zati on of  adol escence thus harbors a 
benefi c i al potent i a l . 15 

Eri kson suggests that adol escence i s  v i ewed not a s  an  a ffl i cti on , but as  a 

normat ive  cn s 1 s ,  i . e .  a normal phase  of i nc rea s ed confl i ct c ha r­
acter i zed by a s eemi ng fl uctuat i on i n  ego s trengt h , a nd yet a l so  
by a h i g h  growth  potenti a l  • • •  ; what u nder prej ud i c ed scruti ny 

13sanford , Col l eges ,  p .  51 . 

14J .  N .  L i ebermann , 11 The Rel at i onsh i p of Rel i g i ou s  Observance 
to Fa i th :  An Attempt at  a Devel opmental I nterpreta t i o n , 1 1 Re l i g i ou s  Edu­
cat i on ,  59 ( 1 964 ) ,  p.  2 5 7 .  

1 5Peter B l os � On  Ado l escence ( New York : The  Free Press of Gl en­
coe , 1 96 2 ) ,  p .  2 28 .  



may appear to be the onset of a neuros i s ,  often i s  but an  aggra­
vated cri s i s  whi c h  mi ght prove to be se l f-l i q u i dati ng and � i n  
fact , contr i but i ve to the process of  i dentity format ion . l b  

1 8  

J .  Katz , i nvest i gati ng the l i nks  between confl i ct ,  growth , and 

compl i ance , fol l owed two groups  of students from fres hmen t hrough  t he 

sen i or year at the Un i vers i ty of Cal i forn i a  at  Berk l ey and  Stanford Un i ­

vers i ty .  Ana l ys i s  o f  student reports yi el ded t he fol l owi ng : s tudents 

who report a h i g her degree of confl i ct than thei r peers seem to i nd i cate 

that confl i ct and devel opment go together . Students who report havi ng 

experi enced a greater degree of confl i ct than thei r peers i n  col l ege a l so 

report themsel ves more frequentl y as  hav i ng engaged i n  c reat i ve acti v i ­

ti es , and a s  hav i ng c hanged more i n  thei r personal c haracteri st i c s , i n  the 

freedom to expres s t he i r feel i ngs  and desi res , and i n  the i r  moral and 

pol i t i ca l  v i ews . 17 

Bay ' s  statements a bout the functi on of  bel i efs a re i nstruct i ve  

i n  regard to  t he  a bove : 

The bel i efs we devel op  serve functi ons t hat a re e i ther ego defen­
s i ve ,  soc i a l or exp l a natory • • • •  And i t  i s  not a matter of c ha nce 
to what extent an i nd i v i dual  acqu i res bel i efs t hat  serve one or  
another o f  these funct i ons . I t  depends on  the  nature a nd strength 
of t he var ious  anx i et i es i n  the i nd i v i dual ' s  l i fe : he  i s  doomed 
to have h i s c entral bel i efs s erve ego-defens i ve functi on s  at the  
expense  of  other  funct i ons unt i l the  ego anxi eti es become man­
agea bl e ;  a t  the next step he i s  doomed to  concentrate on soci a l ­
l y  i nstrumental  bel i efs unti l h i s soc i a l  or  career anx i et i es are 
at bay ; on l y  from then on , or  wi th what mental energ i es he has  to 

1 6Eri k Eri kson , "The  Probl em of Ego I d enti ty , 11 Journal  of the 
American P sychoana l yt i c  Assoc i at i on , 4 ( 1 956 ) , p .  3 9 2 ,  quoted i n  Bl os , 
p .  23 • 

1 7Joseph  Katz , " Four  Years of Growt h ,  Confl i ct ,  and Compl i ance , "  
No T ime for Youth : Growth and Com l i a nce i n  Col l e  e Studen ts , ed . Joseph 
Katz and Associ ates San  Franc i sco : Jossey-Bas s , I nc . , 1 968 , p .  1 2 . 



spare , can he concentrate on the ta s ks of mak i ng sense of  l i fe 
and h i s worl d a nd pursue i ntri n s i ca l l y  reward i ng c ha l l enges of  
t he mi nd at h i s l e i sure. 18 

I n  1 959  and aga i n  i n  1 962 Havens prepared and admi n i stered to 

1 9  

a s amp l e of  students at  Carl eton Col l ege ( Mi nnesota ) two forms of  an 1 1 I n -

ventory o n  Rel i g i on 1 1  i n  an attempt t o  d i scover o n  the  bas i s  of  research 

on  rel i g i ou s  confl i c t ,  among other th i ngs what percentage of  s tudents at 

Carl eton experi enced confl i ct over rel i g i ou s  matters . 1 9 Havens poi nts to 

the s tatement of Webster , Freedman , and He i st that 1 1rel i g i ou s  cr i ses , or 

d i s i l l u s i onment s ,  wi t h  consequent va l ue c hanges • • •  a re actual l y  s ti l l  

fa i rl y  common i n  col l ege  s tudents today , "  but says that th i s s tatement i s  

based on  stud i es of  decrea s i ng need for rel i g i o u s  fa i th . 20  Twel ve percent 

of the Carl eton student popu l at ion  at any g i ven ti me were exper i enc i ng 

ser i ous  confl i ct over rel i g i ou s  pro bl ems .  S i xty-seven percent of the 

fres hmen i n  1 95 9  a nd 59% i n  1 962  experi enced sma l l o r  moderate amounts  of  

rel i g i ous  confl i ct .  J un i ors and  sen i o rs tend to experi ence confl i ct at  

deeper l evel s than  do fres hmen a nd sop homores . 2 1 

Ri c hard McCann i nvesti gated 11 the natu re a nd vari eti es of  re­

l i g i ou s  c hange"  i n  one hu ndred persons representi ng a l l wa l ks of l i fe . 2 2  

18Chri sti an  Bay , " A  Soc i a l Theory of  I ntel l ectua l  Devel opment , 11 
The Ameri can Col l ege , ed . Nev i tt Sanford ( New York : John  W i l ey and Sons , 
I nc . , 1 962) , p .  1 002 . 

l 9J ames Havens ,  11 A Study of  Re 1 i g i o u s  Confl i ct i n  Co 1 1  ege Stu­
dents , "  The Journal  of Soc i a l  Psychol ogy , 64 ( 1 962 ) , pp . 77 -87 . Hereafter 
c i ted as  " Study . " 

20Webster , _ Freedman ,  Hei st , 1 1 Personal i ty , "  p .  8 2 6 .  

2 1 Havens , " Study , "  p p .  7 7 ,  7 9 ,  87 . 

22R .  V .  McCann , 1 1The Nature and Vari eti es of Rel i g i ou s  Change , "  
D i s sertati on  Harvard Un i vers i ty ,  1 954 . Hereafter c i ted a s  1 1 Nature . "  
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Us i ng the i nterv i ew method McCann i nvesti gated these persons  i n  l i ght  of 

1 1the ' Abl e '  v s . the ' Good ' ori entat i on . 1 1 23 By 1 1Abl e 11 or i entat ion  McCann 

des i g nates the  success-ac h i evement scal e of val ue  a bout wh i c h  so  much has 

been s a i d  l atel y .  1 1 Good 11 ori entat ion des i gnates the  a l tru i st i c ,  et h i ca l ­

l y-sens i t i ve ,  and benevo l ent ori entat i on to l i fe .  One o f  McCann ' s  maj or 

fi nd i ngs i s  t he degree of confl i ct between the 1 1 Abl e 1 1 or i entat i o n  ta ken 

over from the cu l ture as persons grow to maturi ty ,  a nd the rel i g i o u s  heri -

tage of  the fami l y  and  t he earl y years , t he 1 1 Good . 11 T he co l l ege years are 

l i kel y to be the  t i me of  the most pai nful  encounter between these  two 

ori entati ons . 24 

D. Katz and F .  H .  Al l port , i n  l i ght of i nvest i gat i ons  done at 

Syracu se  Un i vers i ty ,  remark that the maj ori ty of t he i r  f i nd i ngs s how that 

the effect o f  col l ege tra i n i ng i s  1 1 i n  t he d i rec t i o n  not of  athei sm or  

agnost i c i sm but  of  t he l i beral i z i ng of the  ol der bel i efs , renderi ng t hem 

i n  the proc es s  l es s  crudel y anthropomorph i c . 1 1 2 5  Au s u bel  comments t hat  

1 1Col l ege  attendance effects  rel ati vely l i tt l e c hange i n  rel i gi ou s  bel i ef ,  

but merel y  accentuates the devel opmental c hanges . 1 1 2 6  Havens says that 

the rel i g i ou s  c hanges i n  most  students 1 1Can be accounted for by a 

23R .  V .  McCann , 1 1 0evel opmental Factors i n  the  Growth of  a Ma-
ture Fa i th , 1 1 Rel igi ous  Educati on 3 ( May-J une , 1 95 5 ) , pp .  1 45-: 1 55 . Hereafter 
c i ted as 11 0evel opmental .11 

24McCann , 1 1 0evel opmenta l , 1 1 p .  1 50 .  

2 50 .  Katz a nd F .  H .  Al l port � Students ' Atti tudes ( Syracuse : 
Craftsman Press , 1 93 1 ) ,  p .  396 . 

26oav i d  P .  Au s u be l , Theor.Y · ahd · P robl ems of Ado l esc ent : oevel o ­
ment ( N ew Yor k :  Greene and Stratton , 1 954 , p .  2 69 .  



l i beral i zati on of  bel i ef rather than be a radi cal  deva l uati on or  

rejecti on of  rel i g i ous  q uesti ons . " 27  I n  another context Havens s tates 

" L i bera l i zat i on , "  " cri ti cal -mi ndednes s , "  " soph i sti cati on , "  " avant­
garde , "  are among the i denti fyi ng i ntel l ectual characteri sti cs  
of  Ameri can col l ege students and  a part of  thei r sel f-i denti fi ca­
t i on . To be i n  s tep wi th these soc i a l  expectati�ns  means for 
many a mov i n g  away from the mora l i sm ,  the pol i t i ca l  cauti ou s nes s 
and rel i g i ou s  p i ety of the ma ss cu l ture . Seen i n  thi s l i g ht , 
the l os s  of orthodoxy i s  better understood as a rej ect i on of the 
uncri t i c i zed norms of the wi der cul tu re and an embraci ng  of those 
of the academi c el i te than as  a rejecti on of s i gn i fi cant  personal 
rel i g i on . 28 

2 i 

Lehmann  speaks of  the c hange a s  " toward a l es sen i n g  of s tereo­

typi c  bel i efs and prej ud i ces o " 29 P .  L Jacob fee l s t hat  "what rea l l y  hap-

pens i s  not l i beral i zati on but that s tudents are soci a l i zed i nto accept i ng  

a parti cu l ar  vi ewpo i n t  whi c h  happens to  be  tol erance of  d i vers i ty . " 30 

D .  Katz and F .  H .  Al l �ort state than when the s tudents at  Syra-

cuse Un i vers i ty were- a s ked the questi on , " What effect have the c hanges i n  

rel i g i ou s  bel i efs s i nce enteri ng col l ege had u pon your personal ph i l oso­

phy ( i . e . , has  the s tudent been l eft whol l y  at s ea a nd i n  a state of per­

p l ex i ty concerni ng  the mean i ng of l i fe ) , " 38% of those respond i ng s a i d  the 

s h i ft i n  rel i g i ou s  v i ews had been accompan i ed by a fa i rl y  sati sfactory 

27Haven s , " Study , "  p .  87 . 

28Havens , " Changi ng , "  p .  57 . 

29L J .  Lehman , " Changes i n  Cri ti cal  Thi n k i ng , Att i tudes , and 
Val ues from Fres hman to Sen i o r  Years , "  Journal of  Educati onal  P sychol ogy , 
54 ( 1 963 ) ,  309 ; see a l s o  I .  J .  Lehmann , B i renda K .  S i nha , Rodney T .  Hart­
nett , " Changes i n  Atti tudes and Va 1 ues Associ a ted wi th Cel l ege Attendance , "  
Journal  of E ducati onal  P sychol ogy , 57 ( 1 968 ) ,  p .  8 9 .  

30P .  E .  Ja�o b ,  Changi n� Va l ues  i n COl l ege ( New York : Harper 
Bros . ,  1 957 ) as q uoted i n  Rus sel Ei senmann , 11 Va l ues and  Att i tudes i n  
Adol escence , '' Understand i n Adol escence : ·  CUrrent Devel opments , ed . J .  F .  
Adams , 2nd ed . Bo ston :  Al l yn and Bacon , 1 973  , p .  1 92 .  
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ph i l o sophy of  l i fe , 24% fel t that t he  phi l osophy t hey had been ab l e to 

acq u i re s i nce c hangi ng the i r rel i g i ou s  v i ews had met a l l thei r needs , 1 7% 

fel t  the c hange had answered onl y a l i mi ted number of  quest ions  and  had 

l eft them trou bl ed a bout many i mportant thi ngs , whi l e  7% �xpressed a 

feel i n g  approac h i n g  compl ete despa i r . 3 1  Katz and Al l port conti nue , 

Group i ng together the l ast  two categor i es , we f i nd that a bout one­
fourth o f  the s tudents respon d i ng to t he i tem fel t that the pro b­
l ems of  readj u stment req u i red by thei r c hange of  rel i g i ou s  bel i efs 
had been • • •  a rather baffl i ng one • • • •  On t he whol e ,  t here­
fore , i t  cannot be s a i d  that c hanges of  rel i g i ou s  conv i ct i on s  
dur i ng col l ege l i fe ,  a s  exempl i fi ed at  Syracuse  Uni vers i ty i n  
1 926 , have tended to set s tudents a t  sea o r  overwhel m them wi th  
anxi ety concern i ng the va l ue and mean i ng of  l i fe .  There seems , 
i n stead , to be ground for bel i ev i ng that the progres s whi c h  the 
s tudents are ma k i ng i s  made in the l i ght of  a hel pful  u nderstand­
i ng . 3 2  

Chang i ng rel i g i ous i deas are rel ated to  personal i ty s h i fts  oc­

curri ng duri ng  t he co l l ege years . From h i s s tudy of rel i g i ous  confl i ct 

i n  col l ege students Havens found t hat " j u n i ors and  sen i ors  tend to exper i -

ence confl i ct at  deeper l evel s ( behav i o ra l  a nd  sel f- i mage l evel ) than do 

fres hmen and sophomores , " 33 Havens s ays that " there are apparentl y fou r  

i nterrel ated factors at  work  here " : 

t he f i rst i s  that t he i mpl i cat i ons of " the l i fe o f  the m i nd ,  .. e s pe­
c i a l l y  the cri t i ca l -rati onal i st atti tude , become apparent to the 
s tudent onl y  gradual l y ;  and even more gradual l y  do seri ous  doubts 
a bout one ' s  core rel i g i o u s  bel i efs fi l ter down to t he deeper l ev­
el s of  t he person ; • • •  usua l l y  i t  i s  the j un i or a nd s en i or years 
that the co l l ege norms dec i s i ve ly  take over from parenta l , home­
town , h i gh-school peer-group determi nants . The t h i rd factor has 
to do wi t h  t he att i tud i na l  c hange as  the end of  t he col l ege ap­
proaches ; s en i ors become s udden l y  sober , and s eem l es s  pl ayfu l l y  
i ntel l ectual than before . A s  the s tudent faces ex i stenti a l cho i ce 

3 1o .  Katz and F .  H .  Al l port , p .  31 5  f .  

32o .  Katz a n d  F .  H .  Al l port ,  p .  3 1 5 .  

33Havens , 1 1 Study , "  p .  8L 



and respons i b i l i ty i n  vocati on  and marri age partner he  may be­
come l es s  purel y s pecul ati ve i n  h i s rel i g i ou s  t h i n k i n g  and try 
seri o u s l y  to f i nd some sol i d  stand i ng ground for the l i fe- i n­
ea rnest toward whi c h  he moves . • • • A fourth  facto r ,  i s  t he 
tendency for j u n i ors and seni ors to try to t i e  together , or  to 
bri ng i nto u n i ty ,  thei r many faceted l i ves ( aga i n partl y a re­
su l t of t he demand for cons i stency and rat iona l i ty i n  the i n­
tel l ectual enterpr i ses ) . 34 

2 3  

I n  another p l ace Havens rel ates t he  exper i enc i ng of  rel i g i ous  

probl ems by col l ege j un i ors and seni ors at  deeper l evel s than  the fres h­

men and sophomores , to t he more genera l persona l i ty s h i fts  of the ado l es­

cen t . 35  Reference i s  made to Nevi tt Sanford ' s  descr i pti on  of  the col l ege 

fres hma n ' s  p sycho l og i cal  s i tuat i on , c haracteri zed a s  i t  i s  by a 11 pattern 

i n  wh i c h strong i mpu l ses are di rectl y  opposed by an  a l ert , ri g i d ,  and 

pun i t i ve consc i ence , 1 1 whi c h  res u l ts i n  a certa i n  amount of  conventi onal i -

ty , i ntol erance of ambi gu i ty ,  and repress i on of i mpu l ses  and thoughts  

that  are not cons i stent wi th  the i nd i v i dua l ' s  exi st i ng atti tudes . Sanford 

cont i nues  h i s  descri pti on : 

The val u es of  t he enter i ng fres hmen are supported , typ i cal l y  by 
h i s  fami l y  and home commun i ty ;  he i s  dependent u pon  t h i s s upport , 
but ,  at  l east  i n  the very beg i nn i ng  of  the col l ege career , the 
support i s  adequate enoug h  so that the fres hman i s  ab l e to pre­
sent a p i cture of organ i zati on  and se l f-conta i nment . 36  

P i kunas i s  in  agreement wi th the aforementi oned i dea of Havens but  goes 

further to add that s i nce most young persons are not exposed to any com-

prehen s i ve moral or rel i g i ou s  gu i dance 11 Commens u rate wi th  thei r ri s i ng 

34Havens , 1 1 Study , 1 1 p p .  84- 5 .  

3 5Haven s , 11 Chang i ng ,  p .  61 . 

36sanford , 1 1 Devel opmental , 11 p .  256 . 



l evel  of feel i ng and understand i ng ,  c ri ses occ u r  and often l ead to de­

n i a l  of fa i t h . " 39  

Ut i l i z i ng t hree survey i nstruments .de Boer  i nvesti gated 340 

co 1 1  ege and s emi nary students at an evangel i ca 1 ,  c hu rc h-re l ated co 1 1  ege 

on the topi c ,  " Do va l ues determi ne certa i n  k i nds  of  behavi or and can we 

24 

devel op  certa i n  k i nds of  va l ues when they are hel pful for a part i cu l ar  

ki nd of performance . " 40  The  data i nd i cate t hat val ues  do  i nfl uence k i nds 

of behav ior  and that cho i ces  do i nfl uence val ues . De Boer says that 

The  strong empha s i s  on academ ic  excel l ance by the  col l ege cau sed 
students to s l i ghtl y prefer Competence Va l ue s  as  they pa ssed 
throug h  col l ege � • o o As students become more commi tted to the 
mi n i stry t hey preferred Soc i a l -Moral Va l ues more . But as t hey 
progressed through  col l ege , t hey d i d  not progres s  i n  preferri ng 
the Soc i a l -Moral Va l ue s  even in the s trongl y conservat i ve , evan­
gel i cal  col l ege . 41 

A very i nterest i ng and provocati ve statement by d e  Boer has  to do wi th the 

a bi l i ty o f  an educati onal  i ns t i tut ion  to a l ter the  val ues of  a person en-

rol l ed at  t hat part i cul ar  i nsti tuti o n .  Evi dence s eems to " i nd i cate that 

perhaps  val ue s  are not eas i l y  changed by the  col l ege  u n l ess  they fi t i nto 

t he student ' s  prev i ou s  val ue  system . " Thus  i t  i s  not t hat the " co l l ege 

c hanges the val ues - of the student so muc h  as  i t  strengthens va l ues  to 

whi c h he i s  a l ready commi tted . " 42 

39Just i n P i ku na s , Human Devel opment : An Emer ent Sc i ence , 3rd 
ed . ( New Yor k :  McGraw-Hi l l  Boo k Company , 1 97 6  , p .  273 ; s ee a so Seth 
Ars eni an , " C ha nges i n  Eva 1 uati  ve Atti tudes Dur i ng Four  Years of Co 1 1  ege , "  
Journa l of Appl i ed P sychol ogy , 27 ( 1 943 ) , pp .  338-349 .  

40Lester de  Boer , "Soc i a l i zat ion  o f  Student Val ues i n  a Church­
Rel ated Co l l ege , "  D i s s ertat i on Abstracts I nternat i onal  3 6  ( 1 97 5 ) , p .  1 502-
B ( M i c h i gan  Un i vers i ty) . 

4 1de  Boe r ,  p .  1 502-B . 
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Havens q ueri es , "When the student experi ences rel i g i ou s  confl i c t  

what c l a s hes wi th  what wi thi n t h e  psyche ? " 43 T h e  confl i ct i s  between 

feel i ngs  or i ntu i ti on on the one s i de ,  ( the roots  of whi c h  are ch i l d­
hood bac kground  and l oya l ti es ) and the d i ctates of  rea son on the 
other s i de ( the demand for l og i cal  cons i s tency by col l ege  teachers 
or argumentat i ve confreres , the soc i a l norm of  i ndependence of au­
thori ty , the general mood of s kepti c i sm ,  anal ys i s  or  " pl ayi ng i t  
cool , "  and the pres sures  of  t ime and an  exhau sti ng round of  act i v i ­
ties  wh i c h l i teral l y  fo rce many students to a bandon attempts to 
reconc i l e  the past  wi th  the  present , or to sati s fy thei r rel i g i ou s  
need w ith  a fru i tful  i ntel l ectual searc h ) . What i s  c l earl y ev i -
dent i s  that  the col l ege envi ronment by i ts very proper  demands 
on stu dents --ra ti onal l y ,  i ndependence from authori ty ,  refra i n i ng 
from premature commi ttment--tend s to nurture a s p l i t  between the 
student ' s  rootage in  the past and that atti tudes , va l ues  and  be­
hav i ors of the col l ege  peri od . 44 

The research of McCann and Osgood , et a l . ,  may be c i ted i n  sup-

port of the  aforementi oned statement by Havens . McCann , i n  a n  i nvesti ga-

t i on menti oned earl i er i n  th i s s tudy , throug h  the use of  what he c a l l s  the 

"Abl e"  vs . " Good 11 o ri entati on found a h i gh  degree of  confl i ct between the 

ori entat i on ta ken over from the cul ture a s  persons  grow to maturi ty ( 1 1Abl e 1 1 ) 

and the rel i g i ou s  heri tage of  the fami l y  a nd the earl y years " ( Good " ) . 45  

Osgood , et a l . ,  u s i ng the Semanti c Di fferenti al  wi th  Stanford students 

made  s imi l ar d i scoveri es  to those of McCan n :  " the  remarka bl e supremacy of 

the a bl e  ori entati on a nd , correl ati vel y ,  of  a den i grat i ng react i on ot tra­

d i ti onal re l i g i ou s  ways . 1 1 4 6  Havens says of the Osgood , et  a l . ,  study . 

43Havens , " Chang i ng ,  11 p .  5 9 .  

44Havens , " Chang i ng , 1 1 p .  5 9 .  

4 5McCann , 1 1 Devel opmenta l , 11 pp . 1 54-5 . 

4 6c .  E .  Osgood , E .  E .  Ware , C .  Morri s ,  " Ana l ys i s  of  t he Conno­
tat i ve Mean i ng s  of  a Vari ety of  Human Va l ues as  Expres sed by American  Col ­
l ege  Students , "  Journal  of  Abnormal and Soc i a l  P sychol ogy ,  6 2  ( 1 96 1 ) ,  p .  60a .  



Al thou g h  Osgood ' s  i nstrument i s  not des i gned to bri ng out  con­
fl i cts i n  val ues , we can a ssume that i n  so  far a s  a s tudent ' s  
early tra i n i ng and  experi ence has l ed to a l i vel y sense of  
transcendent rea l i ty or  cosmi c purpose  or  to  an  eth i c  of benev­
ol ent s el f-gi v i ng , to thi s extent i s  genu i ne confl i ct i n  the 
un i vers i ty s i tuati on l i ke ly  to ensue . 4 7 
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Earl i er i n  th i s  c hapter reference was made to the s tudy con­

ducted by J ames Haven s at  Carl eton Col l ege ( Mi nnesota ) . 48 A further s i g-

n i fi cant fi nd i ng comi n g  out  of that study was the i dent i fi cati on  of four 

types of  rel i g i ou s  confl i cts among students : the confl i ct between rea­

son or l og i cal  thought and feel i ngs  or i ntui t i o n , the des i re or l on g i ng 

for a sati sfy i n g  set of  rel i g i o u s  bel i efs , or  for a mean i ngfu l fa i th ,  the 

confl i ct between the truth one i nward ly  bel i eves or  has  thought out  for 

h imsel f �  and  h i s  outward behav i o r ,  uncomforta bl enes s based mostl y on an­

ti c i pat ion  of  d i ffi cu l ti es or confl i cts whi ch  may ari se i n  the future . 49 

Havens conducted a " l ongi tudi nal i nvest i gati on  o f  the course of 

rel i g i ou s  confl i ct through the undergraduate years"  wi th  the purpose of 

" e s tabl i s h i ng categor i es of confl i ct reso l uti on , "  as  we l l  as  s howi ng how 

a '' c l i n i c i an may fac i l i tate ' creati ve '  or ' s el f-actual i z i ng '  outcomes of 

rel i g i ou s  confl i ct . " 50  Four  types of outcome of rel i g i ou s  confl i ct emerged 

from h i s s tudy of th i rty-two cases : 1 .  l os s  of u l ti mate concern ( defens i ve 

rej ecti on o f  rel i g i ou s  concern and devel opmental rej ect ion  of  u l t imate con-

cern ) i n  whi ch the student seems to l o se i nterest i n  rel i g i ou s  or  personal 

47Havens , " C hang i ng , "  p.  60 .  

48Haven s , " Study , "  pp . 83-4 . 

49Havens , " Study , "  pp . 83-4 . 

5 0James Havens , "The  Course of Col l ege Rel i g i ou s  Confl i ct , '' Re­
l igi ous  Educati on , 6 5  ( May-June , 1 970 ) , p .  2 57 .  Hereafter c i ted as  " Course . "  
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p h i l osoph i cal  questi ons  or t he i r acti v i t i es ,  a nd thei r pl ace  i s  ta ken by 

more i mmed i ate ,  l es s  u l t imate concerns such  as academi c a c h i evement ,  per-

sonal rel ati onsh i ps ,  aesthet i c  or sc i enti fi c i nterests , or  extra-curri cul ar  

acti v i t i e s ; 2 .  1 1 S hort-c i rcui t i ng , 1 1 where the  s tudent u s ual l y  unconsc i ous l y ,  

appropri ates  rel i g i ou s  bel i efs or  pract i ces i n  t h e  serv i ce of  other needs ; 

rel i g i on becomes a veh i c l e i n  the handl i ng and perhaps  the reso l v i ng of 

confl i ct ;  3 .  i ntel l ectual  reso l ut ion--the key to th i s  category i s  a h i g h  

di s engagement  factor .  The s tudent seeks rati ona l  answers t o  questi o n s  

wh i c h  are more theoreti ca l  than exi stenti a l ; h e  s eeks  and  enj oys rel i g i o u s  

thought a n d  perhaps act i v i ty but i t  i s  n o t  cruc i a l t o  h i m  a n d  sel dom af­

fects h i s  l i fe i n  fundamental ways ; 4 �  broad i ntegrat i ve restructuri ng -­

the d i st i nqu i s h i ng c haracteri sti c of th i s  category i s  the c l o se  rel at ion  

of rel i g i ous  th i n k i ng and  practi ce to  the  rest o f  �he  personal i ty a nd be­

havi or . 5 1 

P i l k i ngton , Poppl eton , and Roberts haw i nvest i gated c hanges i n  

rel i g i ou s  atti tudes a nd practi ces among students i n  a l ong i tudi nal  s tudy 

i nvol v i ng 1 06 s tudents at the Uni vers i ty of  S heffi e l d ,  Engl a nd , and  d i s -

covered t hat  women u n i vers i ty students 1 1moved away from rel i g i on more 

than t he men s tudents . 1 1 5 2  Lehmann  made  a s i mi l ar d i scovery .  H e  fou nd 

that both mal es and femal es became l es s  trad i t i on-va l ue  o ri ented from 

thei r fres hman to sen i o r  years , l es s  a bsol ute i n  t he i r moral , rel i g i ous , 

5 1 Haven s , 1 1 Co urse , 11 p .  257 .  

5 2G .  W .  P i l k i ngton , P .  K .  Poppl eton , J .  Roberts haw , 1 1 C hanges i n  
Re l i g i ous Atti tudes and Pract i ces Among Students Duri ng Un i vers i ty Degree 
Courses , 11 Br i t i s h  Journal  of Educati ona l  Psyc hol ogy , 35  ( 1 96 5 ) , p .  1 57 .  
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and eth i ca l  bel i efs , had  l ess  regard for the 1 1 P rotestant Et h i c  of  P uri tan 

moral i ty1 1  bu t fema l es we re more suscept i bl e  to c hange then mal es . 53 

In  1 97 2  P i l k i ngto n ,  Poppl eton , Gou l d ,  and Mc Court repl i c ated 

Poppl eton and P i l k i ngton ' s  1 96 1  study of the rel i g i ou s  bel i efs , prac t i ces , 

and atti tudes of  un i vers i ty s tudents . 54 Compari son  of  the  1 96 1  and 1 97 2  

fi ndi ngs reveal s 1 1 a  mas s i ve and stat i s t i cal l y  s i g n i f i cant movement away 

from rel i g i on on the  part of a l l students . 1 1 55  The ero s i on of rel i g i o us 

bel i ef and pract i ce  over the el even years was l es s  ser i ou s  among devout 

students than among  those l es s  commi tted to rel i g i on . 56 1 10ne of  the most  

robust empi r i ca l  genera l i za t i o n s ': to  emerge from the  study by psyc hol ogy 

of  rel i g i ou s  beha v i o r  i s  t hat  1 1Women are more rel i g i ou s  than men i n  a l l 

cr i teri a .  Th i s ho l ds for modern un i vers i ty women . ' ' 57 . T h i s same study a l ­

so revea l ed that  women s tudents duri ng t hei r years at  u n i vers i ty move 

away from rel i g i on more than men  so that by t he th i rd year there a re few 

s i gn i fi ca nt s ex d i fferences : " I n the peri od between 1 96 1  and 1 97 2  i t  i s  

the women students who have forsa ken rel i g i on more than  t he men . " 58 

53Lehmann , p .  3 1 1 ; see al so Lehmann ,  S i nha , Hartn ett , p .  93 . 

54G .  W .  P i l k i ngton , P .  K .  Poppl eton , J .  B .  Gou l d ,  M .  M .  McCourt ,  
1 1 Changes i n  Rel i g i o u s  Bel i efs , P ract i ces and Att i tudes Amon g  Un i vers i ty 
S tudents Over an  El even-Year Peri od i n  Rel at ion  to S ex , Denom i nat i ona l  
D i fferences , and  D i fferences Between Fac u l t i es  and Yea rs o f  Study , "  Bri t i s h 
Jou rna l of  Soc i a l  and C l i n i cal  P syc hol o gy ,  1 5  ( l ) ( 1 97 6 ) , pp . l - 9 .  

5 5P i l k i ng ton , Poppl eton , Gou l d ,  McCourt , p .  l .  

56p i l  k i ngto n ,  Poppl eto n ,  Gou l d ,  McCo u rt , p .  4 .  

57p i l  k i ngt.on , Poppl eton , Gou l d ,  Mc Cou rt , p .  6 .  

58p i 1  k i ngton , Poppl eto n ,  Gou l d ,  McCourt , p .  6 .  
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Bei t-Ha l l a hmi adm i n i stered the Mooney P ro bl em C hec k L i st  to 583 

studen ts at M i c h i gan S ta te Un i vers i ty i n  1 967 -68 and fo und " rel i g i ou s  

concerns " o f  i mpo rtance t o  the students , but not o f  "maj o r  i mportance nor 

o r  ma rg i nal  i mportance . " 5 9  At l east  25% o f  respondents c hec ked 5 of  1 7  

re l i g i ou s  i tems o n  the sca l e and these 5 i tems d ea l t wi th  the " bel i ef 

cri s i s  students are go i ng through . " They re fl e c te d  confus i on over changes  

i nvo l ved i n  the  " l os s  o f  fa i th . " The s tudents d i d  not percei ve the l os s  

o f  fa i th a s  rel ated t o  the brea ki ng  away from the fami l y  o r  t o  the secu-

l ar i z i ng i nfl u ence o f  s c i ence.  Fema l es expressed g reater concern over 

the n l o s s  o f  fa i th "  than  ma l es .  "Thi s i s  i n  accordance wi th  the a l mo s t  

u n i versal  f i n d i ng of  g reater rel i g i os i ty i n  women , "  rema rked Bei t-Hal l a hmi . 60 

Several s tud i es have po i nted up  t he cruc i a l  rol e p l ayed by tbe 

teacher a nd tea c h i n g  i n  c erta i n  courses i n  the c hanges that  were exper i -

enced by t he col l ege  s tudents . I n  the s tudy conducted by J .  Katz noted 

ea r l i er ,  when the s tudents were as ked , " What do  you th i n k  contri buted 

mo st  to the c hanges whi c h  you underwen t  i n  col l ege? •• between l /4 a nd 1 / 5 

s i ng l ed out  course wo rk and professors a s  an  important source of  change . 6 1 

I n  the s tudy done by K .  Katz at  Syracuse  Un i vers i ty ,  students  who reg i s- · 

tered c hanges i n  rel i g i ou s  conv i ct i ons  were a s ked the add i t i ona l  quest i on , 

"What i nfl u ence o r  i nfl uences have produced these  c hanges ? "  By far the 

outstand i ng i nfl u ence whi c h , i n  the students •  o p i n i on , wa s accounta bl e 

for thei r change was " teac h i ng i n  certa i n courses . "  Seventy-two percent 

59Benj ami n . Bei t-Hal l a hmi , . " Se l f- reported Rel i g i ou s  Concerns of  
Un i vers i ty Underc 1 a s  smen , "  Ado 1 escence , 35  ( Fa 1 1  , 1 97 4 )  , pp . 333-337 . 

60sei t-Ha l l a hmi , p .  3 35 .  

6 1J .  Katz , p .  1 3 . 
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of  the s tudents answeri ng t he i tem c hec ked t h i s pos i t i o n .  1 1 P ersona l i n ­

fl uence o f  p rofessors i n  courses was · c hec ked by 2 1 % o f  those answeri ng . 1 1 6 2  

Arsen i an , i n  a " s tudy undertaken • • •  t o  o bserve i n  some de-

tai l fa ctors rel ated to changes i n  student atti tudes towa rd rel i g i on , 1 1 

as ked of those part i c i pa ti ng ,  " I n l oo k i ng over you r total experi ence for 

the past four years what fac tors i n  and outs i de col l ege have i nfl uenced 

you r  atti tude toward rel i g i on ? 1 1 Profes sors and courses ran ked i n  fi rst 

pos i t i o n .  53 

I n  the  P i l k i ngton , Popp l eto n ,  and  Roberts haw study noted earl i er ,  

the 1 06 students a t  Un i vers i ty o f  S heffi el d ,  Eng l and , who dec l i ned o r  i n­

creased i n  rel i g i ou s  acti v i ty ,  were a s ked to l i st the factors that brought 

about  the c hang e .  T h e  effect of  s u bj ect o f  study wa s ment i oned by none 

of  those who had i ncreased the i r sca l e  scores , whereas i t  wa s thought to 

be a maj o r  i nfl uence by over l / 2 of those who had decreased thei r sca l e 

scores . The s u bj ect  o f  s tudy menti oned as  exert i ng the g reatest i nfl uence 

wa s a l ways rel ated to s c i enc e . 64 

Strommen and  McCann  poi nt to the i mportance of the rel ati ons h i p  

between teac her and s tudent i n  effecti ng  c hange i n  bel i ef .  Strommen s ays  

that " i t  i s  not techn i que t hat counts for effecti ve teach i ng but t he qual i -

t i e s  o f  warmth , empathy , and genu i nenes s .  The mode l  o f  teach i ng i s  

one o f  mutual  exchange . 11 6 5  McCann , d i sc u s s i ng  the  process  o f  reth i n k i ng 

62o . Katz , p p .  3 1 2-3 . 

63Arsen i an , . p .  344 . 

64P i l k i ngton , Poppl eton , Ro berts haw , p .  1 54 ff .  

6 5M .  P .  S trommen , " Al i enati on , Grati fi cati on , and  D i s enchantment , "  
Re l igi ous  Educati on , 64  ( 1 969 ) ,  p .  363 . 
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rel i g i ou s  i deas as one  gets o l de r ,  says , 11 the r i g i d i ty ,  the i nel asti c and 

unyi el di ng na tu re o f  such i magery ( concrete , pi c tori a l  i dea o f  God ) i s  

often due to the nature of  the rel at ions h i ps wi t h  those  who present i t  o r  

who represent i t--parents , teac hers , c l ergy . 1 1 Mc Can n  cont i nues , 

As we real i ze mo re and more cl earl y the i mportance of  the  qua l i ­
t i e s  of  the  rel ati ons h i p  i n  the process of  ed u cat i o n  and soci a l i ­
zati on , we may be i n  a better pos i ti on ,  a s  the i nd i v i dua l  pus hes 
on  towards maturi ty and cons i stency , to hel p h i m  c hange the i dea 
of  God wi thout wea ken i ng  o r  des troyi ng i t ,  to refa s hi on the con­
ta i ner  wi thout l os i ng the contents . 66  

T he i nvesti gat i on and fi ndi ngs  of  McCann rel at i v e  to the pro bl ems 

encountered by rel i g i ou s l y fundamenta l i st persons  who f i nd themsel ves con­

fronted by cha l l enges to g rowth and c hange i n  bel i ef a re o f  such s i gn i fi ­

canc e and i mportance to  the pres ent study as  to demand careful  and exten-

s i ve cons i de rat i o n .  As menti oned prev i ous l y ,  Mc Cann ' s  s tudy i s  an i nvesti -

gati on  of  the rel i g i o u s ness  o f  the i nd i v i dua l  u s i ng the i ntervi ew method . 

Two hundred persons from al l wal ks of  l i fe part i c i pated i n  the i n terv i ews . 67 

Bel i evi n g  t hat  the nature of  the rel ati onsh i p between t he i nd i v i dua l  and 

the person ( s )  who present re l i g i o u s  i deas to the person i s  c ruc i a l , McCann  

exami ned ca reful l y  the h i story o f  a s u b-group  o f  agno s t i c  s u bj ects who  came 

from P ro testant fundamental i st bac kg round s . N i nety percent o f  them experi -

enced envi ronments  o r  rel at ionsh i ps , parti cu l a rl y  wi t h  pa rents , whi c h  l ac ked 

support i ve , i ntegrati ng  val ues for devel opment , o r  whi c h  were ri g i d  and 

a bso l uti s t .  McCann a s s erts 

We can s ay that among  persons  from fundamenta l i st P rotestant back­
grounds , we can o bserve i nd i cati ons  of  a d i rec t  rel ati o n s h i p  

6 6McCann , 1 1 0evel opmental , 1 1 pp . 1 54-5 .  

67Mc Cann , 1 1 0evel opmenta l , ' ' pp . 1 54-5 .  



betv1een the nature o f  earl y fami l y  atmosphere and  characteri s ti cs-­
depri ved o r  non-depri ved , happy or  unhappy ,  r i qi d or  permi s s i ve-­
and the d i recti on , amount , and k i n d  o f  change i n  the i s t i c bel i e f .  
I n  fundamenta l i s t  Protestant homes , i f  the early envi ronment 
i s  bas i ca l l y  unhappy or  o thervli s e  tra umati c--whe re there i s . . 
depri vati o n  o f  l ove , o f  s upport ; o r  ri g i d  rel ati onsh i p s and hence 
ri g i d  t ransm i s s i on  of  i nel a sti c , external i z ed va l ues--the s eed 
for fu tu re agnost i c i sm may have been sown . Under s uc h  c i rcum­
stances , futu re rel i g ious  devel opment may be bl o c ked and the 
transmi tted val ues may at some t i me have to be rej ected when 
they cannot be transfo rmed and rei nterpreted , i n  o rder to make 
way for con s i s tency. 

I n  a fundamenta l i st churc h  or  commu n i ty ,  the content of rel i ­
g i on transmi tted from generat ion to generat i on con s i sts  a l most  
excl u s i ve l y  o f  s upernatura l  and c reeda l  concepts . The  t ra n s ­
mi s s i on o f  rel i g i ou s  val u es through  such  a c l o sed commun i ty may 
cause  one  who l e a rea of transmi tted sent iments to be o u t  of syn ­
c h ron i zati on  w i t h  other  senti ments " caught "  o r  transmi t ted from 
the wi der  commu n i ty .  The i nd i v i dua l  i s  caught  i n  the d i sequ i l i ­
bri um caused by thi s c u l tu ra l  l ag ,  a nd tri es to res to re bal ance 
and cons i stency . The very i mbal ance can  i n  i tse l f be a s p i ri ­
tual l y  dynami c fo rce urgi ng  t he i nd i v i dua l  o n  to formu l a t i o n , 
revi s i o n , and somet imes  fresh  c reati v i ty i n  the  c l o s el y rel a ted 
s p he res of rel i g i ou s  and soci a l  val ues . Often , however , as t he 
i nd i v i dual  wo rks h i s way out  o f  a pos i tiDn wh i c h  may be i ntol era­
bl e both l og i ca l l y  and psychi cal l y ,  he overcompens ates ; he passes  
beyond t he l i ne sepa rat i ng rei nterpretat ion  and revi s i on from re­
j ect ion  and l os s . Fo r some , th i s  i s  a po i nt o f  no return . For 
others , the resu l t  i s  not so much a l os s  of  fa i th a s  a s u s pens i on 
o f  fa i th . 68 
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McCann c i tes John Wel l er as  examp l e of  " one o f  those who trav-

el ed from fu ndamenta l i sm to  a • su spens i on of  fa i th 1 • 11 "After brea k i n g  

away from t h e  fundamenta l i s t  commun i ty ,  both geograp h i ca l l y  a nd psyc h i ca l ­

l y ,  he [John Wel l er] began to gai n a new comprehe ns i on o f  what the i ndi -

vi dual  can be , what the  wo rl d i s  rea l l y  l i ke , 11 a nd how the i nd i vi dua l  most 

68McCann , " Devel opmental , "  pp . 1 54-5 ; s ee a l so Hans Toc h , James 
Cl a r k ,  R. T .  Anderson , J ames J .  Mu l l i n ,  ' 1 1 Secul ari zat i o n • i n  Co l l ege - An 
Exp l o rato ry S tudy , "  Re l igi ous  Educat i on , 5 9  ( 1 963 ) , pp . 4 93-501 ; J a co b ,  
p .  56 ; L .  B .  B rown , D .  J .  Pallant , 11Rel i g i ous  Bel i ef a nd Soci a l  Pres s u re , "  
P syc ho l ogi ca l  Reports 1 0  ( 1 962 ) ,  pp . 81 3-4 ;  M. Rokeac h �  The Open and  Cl osed 
Mi n d , New York  Ba s i c  Books , 1 960 , p .  92 . 



effecti vel y rel ates to h i s wo rl d , 1 1 a s serts McCann . 6 9  McCann conti nues 

When man had become , for Wel l er ,  an  a utonomous , u n i fi ed o rgan i sm 
rel at i ng  h i ms el f con s i stently  wi th  h i s context , and God had be­
come the 1 1 gods 1 1 or 1 1 res pect for the ri.g hts of others , trust  for 
the l i fe that i s  o u rs , "  he had to modi fy h i s o l d concept i ons  of 
t he rel i g i ou s  commu n i ty ,  i ts God , and i ts val ues . Al though  i n­
tel l ectual  emanc i pat i on  coul d ta ke pl ace , Wel l er ' s  emoti onal  
a ttac hment to the churc h  whi c h  sti l l  i ns i sted o n  i ts authori ty 
and o n  i ts ba rri ers agai nst  the 1 1Worl d , "  and to the God who 
damned or saved arbi trari l y ,  had been too ri g i d .  The abso l u ­
t i st  God , the a bso l ut i st  rel i g i ou s  commu n i ty--a nd t he a bsol u - · 

t i st  father--cou l d not be sp i ri tua l i z�d o r  re i nterpreted i n  
h i s  t h i n k i ng . Yet Wel l er had to pu s h  o n  towards i nner  cons i s­
tency . S i nce mod i f i ca t i on of  the i ncons i stent . el ements , wh i l e  
neces sary a nd po s s i bl e  i ntel l ectual l y ,  was i mpo s s i bl e  emoti o nal ­
l y ,  they had to be swept away to c l ear the path to that cons i s­
tency and  i ntegrat i on ,  un i ty and matu r i ty wh i c h  a re the natu ral  
goal s of t he devel op i ng se l f . 7 0  
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Haven s s et forth the i dea t ha t  s h i fts � n  s tudent rel i g i ous  at-

ti tude ( move toward d i fferent , u s ua l l y  mo re rel i g i on ,  move toward �thei sm 

or agno s ti c i sm ,  move toward a more o rthodox fa i th )  can  be attri bu ted some-

what to student res ponse to tha t  whi c h  the i nd i v i d ua l  fi nds  o r  fa i l s  to 

fi nd i n  the col l ege env i ronme nt . 7 1 I n  s u pport of h i s  pos i t i on Havens c i tes 

Newcomb ' s  s tudy of c ha nges i n  pol i t i ca l  a nd economi c  att i tudes at  Benni ng­

ton Col l ege . Newcomb i denti f i ed e i g ht g roups of  s tudents , each bei ng a 

part i cu l a r  combi nati o n  o f  t he fol l owi ng three var i a bl es : conservati ve vs . 

l i beral soc i o -economi c atti tudes ; act i ve i n  commu n i ty vs . not acti ve  or  

negati v i s ti c ;  aware o f  own pos i t i on rel at i ve to  commu n i ty norms vs . una-

ware of  own pos i ti on .  I n  each g roup s tudent expecta t i ons  a nd needs coupl ed 

wi th  what the student found i n  t he env i ronme nt el i c i ted a part i cu l a r  

69McCann , '.' Devel opmenta l , "  p .  1 5 5 .  

7 0McCann , " Devel opmenta l , "  p .  1 55 .  

7 1Havens , " Chang i ng , 11 p p .  62-3 . 
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res ponse . For e xampl e ,  group one are students who we re essenti a l l y  negati ve 

toward t he commu n i ty norms of pol i t i cal  l i beral i sm beca use  t hey fa i l ed to 

achi eve des i red l eaders h i p i n  the student commu n i ty ,  a nd as res u l t they 

retu rned to a n  acceptance o f  fami l y  o r  other outs i de norms . The 11 same 

causa l  categor i es can be fru i tfu l l y  appl i ed to s h i fts i n  rel i g i ou s  att i -

tudes • • •  , 1 1 as serts Havens . Havens conti nues , 

Let u s  a s s ume tha t  a student from a theol og i ca l l y  cons ervati ve 
background matri c u l ates at  a col l ege wi t h  preva i l i ng norms of 
rel i g i ou s  l i beral i sm .  In s uch  an i n stance , t hese  s ame factors 
of  degree o f  success  i n  l eaders h i p ,  personal anx i eti es and  p ro b­
l ems , c l o seness  of  t i es to fami l y ,  s tatus  and fri ends hi p needs , 
and  capac i ty for i ndependent thought  wi l l  be operat i ve  i n  s ha­
p i n g  h i s rel i g i o us  outl ook .  On such  a campu s s tu dents descri bed 
i n  the f i rst  t h ree g roups  l i sted a bove are l es s  l i kel y to move 
wi th  the co l l ege ethos t han are t hose i n  the two l atter g roups . 7 2  

Havens goes fu rther and rel ates the study done a t  Ben n i ng to n  

Col l ege by Newcomb of  expressed att i tud i na l  c hange , rel ati ng these att i ­

tudi nal  c hanges t o  both the i n i ta l  val ues o f  students a nd to the soc i a l 

and  academi c va l ues  of  t he col l ege  as  a commu n i ty ,  to the  a l umnae s tudy 

done at  Vas sar  by B rown and Freedman concern i ng the effects o f  certa i n  

soc i a l  vari ab l es med i ated t hrough the i nd i v i dua l  studen t  i n  the fo rm o f  

rol e-behav i o r  towa rd a n d  w ith i n the educ ati onal  i ns t i tu ti o n ,  upon  academi c 

ach i evemen t .  

D i fferences i n  fi ndi ngs  between the two stud i es  a r e  t o  b e  ex-

p l a i ned l a rgel y by the  d i fferences i n  the  col l ege env i o rnome nts o Each  

campus  has i ts own  a tmosphere a nd thi s i n  turn becomes a factor i n  deter­

mi n i ng  s h i fts i n  rel i g i ou s  v i ews . 73  

7 2Havens , 1 1 Chang i ng , 1 1 p .  63 . 

7 3Havens , 1 1 Chang i ng , 1 1 p p .  63-65 . 
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Havens c i tes f i nd i ngs  i n  Hol l i ngs head ' s  El mtown ' s  Youth  ( 1 949 ) , 

Mu rray Ro s s ' Rel igi ous  Bel i efs of  Youth ( 1 950 ,  and h i s own s tudy conducted 

at Carl eton Col l ege ( M i nnesota ) as i nd i cati ng that col l ege s tudents a re 

mo re l i ke l y  to go through  cr i ses of rel i g i ou s  dou bt than a re non-col l ege 

students . 74 

Fun k  d i d  a study u s i ng two hund red f i fty-fi ve  Purdue  Uni vers i ty 

students , the maj ori ty o f  whom were sophomo res and j u n i ors enro l l ed i n  

the School  o f  Sc i enc e ,  the maj o r  pu rpose o f  wh i ch was to determi ne whether 

rel i g i ous confl i ct and c hange of  rel i g i ou s  be l i efs dur i n g  col l ege res i dence 

are co rrel ated w i th man i fest  anxi ety . 7 5  Fun k  fou nd that " rel i g i ous  con­

fl i c t  i s  pos i t i vel y co rrel ated wi th man i fest anxi ety ( r= . 43 ) ; anx i ety i s  

unrel ated to o rthodoxy • • •  hos t i l i ty to rel i g i on ,  o r  c hange of  rel i g i ou s  

atti tudes dur i ng  col l ege res i dence , rel i g i o u s  confl i ct i s  nega t i ve ly  cor­

rel ated wi th  orthodoxy ( r+ . 25 ) . " 7 6  

Brown found t hat fundamental i sm wa s pos i t i ve ly  rel ated to dogma-

t i sm , author i ta ri a n i sm ,  rel i g i ou s  i n st i tuti onal i za t i o n , and  convers i on .  He 

al so found no rel a t i o n s hi p between fundamenta l i sm and  quest i onna i re mea­

sures of  neu ros i s . ?? 

74Havens , " Chang i ng , "  p. 58 .  

7 5Ru th Fun k ,  "A  Survey of Rel i g i ou s  Att i tudes and  Ma n i fest Anx i e­
ty i n  a Co l l ege Popu l a t i o n , "  D i s sertati on  Abstracts I n ternat i onal , p .  1 5  
( 1 955 ) , 2569  ( Pu rdue U n i vers i ty) . Hereafter c i ted a s  "Atti tudes . "  

7 6Fun k ,  "Atti tudes , "  p .  1 5 . 

7 7Go rdon  Stan l ey Brown , " Personal i ty and Atti tude C ha racteri st i cs  
of Fu ndamenta l i st Un i vers i ty S tudents , '' Au stral i a n  J o u rna l  Of  P syc hol ogy , 
1 5  ( 1 963 ) , pp . 1 99-200 ; s ee a l so J .  L .  Chambers , e t .  al. , 11Need Di fferences 
Between S tudents wi th  and wi thout Rel i g i ou s  Affi l i at i o n , "  J o u rnal  of 
Counsel i ng Psyc hol ogy , 1 5  ( 1 968) , pp . 208-21 0 .  
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Ke rr tested 246 Tu l ane Un i vers i ty men studeDts i n  an effort to 

ascerta i n  whether or not 1 1 l i bera l i sm-cons ervati sm Ll �7 a s i ng l e person­

a l i ty conti nuum . 1 1 The students we re tested for fi ve types o f  l i beral i sm-

conservati sm : pol i t i ca l , eco nomi c ,  rel i g i ous , soc i a l , and aesthet i c .  

Kerr ' s  fi nd i ng s  were a s  fol l ows : ' ' p red i ct i o n  of  one  type of  l i bera l i sm 

o r  conservati sm from another type i s  as  i neffi c i ent a s  pred i ct i ng ach i eve­

ment i n  a rel at i vel y u n rel ated academi c s u bj ect . 1 1 L i beral i sm-conservat i sm 

wa s s hown to be not a u n i tary d i mens i on of  persona l i ty but 1 1 a compl ex 

g roup  of  rel a t i vel y i ndependent conti nuua . 1 1 78 

Putney and M i dd l eton i nvesti gated 1 1 fou r  potent i a l l y  i ndependent 

d i mens i ons o f  rel i g i ou s  i deo l o gy :  o rthodoxy , the fanati c i sm whi c h  i t  i n-

sp i res , - i ts i mportance to t he sel f concept i on ,  a nd the cons c i o u sness  of  

ambi val ence concern i ng the  bel i ef . 1 1  Other persona l i ty characteri st i c s  

whi c h  mi ght  b e  rel a ted t o  the four  d imens i on s  were measu red a l so : autho-

i tari an s i m ,  s tatus  concern , anomi a ,  and  conservat i sm . Soc i a l  c ha racteri s -

t i c s  s u c h  a s  educa t i on , sex , reg i on of  res i dence , c hu rc h  affi l i at i o n , and 

soc i o -economi c s tatus  were l i kewi se  determi ned . I t  was found  that the four  

d i men s i ons are s i gn i f i cant ly  rel ated to  each  other , t he fi rst  three d i rectly 

and the fou rt h  i nversel y .  Soc i o- economi c s tatus a n d  a nomi a a re not s i g-

n i fi cantl y rel ated to a ny of  the  d imens i ons , al t hough  there i s  some ten­

dency for the more anomi e to be mo re fanat i c and for t hose  of  h i gher  soc i o­

economi c s tatus  to be l es s  o rthodox . Not i ng t hat  the rel at i on s h i ps  be-

tween the d i mens i on s  and the afo rementi oned corre l ates a re rel at i vel y l ow ,  

the  authors conc l ude by say i n g  that c l earl y rel i g i ou s  i deol o gy i s  nei ther 

78Wi l l a rd A. Kerr , 1 1Untangl i ng the L i bera l i sm-Con servat i ve  Con­
Cont i nuum , 1 1 The Journal  of  Soc i a l P syc ho l ogy, 35 ( 1 95 2 ) ,  p .  1 25 .  
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a maj or  determ i nant nor a s i mp l e  resu l tant of persona l i ty characteri st i cs , 

such  a s  authori tari ani s m ,  conservati sm , or  anomi a ,  o r  s oc i a l  factors such  

as  pl ace o f  res i dence , year i n  col l ege , o r  even c hurch affi l i ati on . 79 

P utney and M i ddl eton offer the fol l owi n g  descri pti on of  an  o rtho-

dox person : 

The person who i s  h i gh ly  o rthodox i n  rel i g i ous  bel i efs tends to 
be autho ri ta ri an , h i gh ly  concerned a bout  h i s soc i a l s tatus , and 
conserva ti ve in  po l i ti ca l  questi ons and economi c ques ti ons . Such  
an  i nd i v i dual  i s  more l i ke l y  than the  person l ow i n  o rthodoxy to 
be a l ower c l a s sman , to be a femal e ,  to have l i ved i n  the South , 
and to be  a Catho l i c  rather t han a P rotestan t .  The o rthodox may 
or may not be anomi e ,  may or may not be mi ddl e c l ass , and  may come 
from ei ther  a sma l l or a l arge metropo l i tan c i ty . 80 

D i ttes made the d i s ti ncti on between the content- free c ha rac-

teri st i cs o f  bel i ef and  the  conten t-based characte ri st i cs of  bel i ef .  The 

co ntent- free c haracter i st i cs  refer to the dynam i c ,  psychol o g i cal vari a bl es 

that rel ate p ri mari l y  to the i ntens i ty of bel i ef and  the v i go r  wi th  whi c h  

these peopl e defend the i r be l i efs . T h e  content-based  character i s ti cs  o f  

rel i g i ou s  conse rvati sm denote conservati ve bel i efs t h a t  a r e  he l d  pr imari l y  

by a rel i g i ou s  i ns t i tuti on and whi c h  a re s u.bsequent ly  adopted by a person 

who i denti fi e s  wi th  the i nst i tuti on . 81 

Co l l ege fres hmen persona l i ty i nvento ri es and  a ma i l  s u rvey were 

used by Kahoe to s tudy " corre l a tes of curren t  and retrospecti ve [.Col l ege 

fres hmeDJ conservati sm among one hundred fo rty-two former s tudents of  a 

7 9s .  Putney , G .  Mi ddl eton , 11 D imens i ons  and  Co rre l ates o f  Rel i g i ­
ous , 11 Soc i a l  Forces , 3 9  ( 1 961 ) ,  pp . 285-290 . 

80Pu tney and  Mi ddl eton , p .  289 .  

81J .  E .  Di ttes , 1 1 Psycho l ogy o f  Rel i g i on , "  The Handbook o f  Soc i a l  
Psycho l ogy , 2nd ed . ,  ed . G .  L i ndzey and E .  Aronso n  ( Readi n g ,  Massachusetts : 
Add i son-Wes l ey ,  1 969 ) , p .  1 1 8 .  
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rel i g i ou s ly  conservati ve co1 l ege . " 82 The pu rpose of the study ,  accord i n g  

t o  Kahoe , was to exami ne bo th " co ntent-free a n d  content- ba sed as pects o f  

conservati sm [concepts set forth by Di ttes8�7 a n d  rel i g i ou s  conservati sm 

i n  parti cu l ar . "  The hypothes i s  wa s that conservati sm i s  dete rmi ned i n  

part by personal i ty dynami c s  and that " because of t he i nst i tut i onal i zed 

nature of  rel i g i on ,  rel i g i ous  conservati sm i s  a l so partl y determi ned by 

soc i a l , i nst i tuti onal , • content- ba sed • factors . " 84 Ka hoe s ummari zed h i s 

s tud i es a s  fo l l ows : ( 1 ) i denti fi ed a content-free a spect of  conservati sm ,  

refl ected by authori tari an  and dogmat i c tra i ts ,  but hav i ng g reater sal i ­

ence for rac i a l than fo r rel i g i ou s  o r  l egal i sti c atti tudes • .  Rel i g i-6us  

a nd  l egal i s t i c att i tudes were fel t  to  depend more on  content-based  as pects 

of conservati sm--rel i g i o us  i nst i tutional  i nfl uences made sa l i ent by an 

i ndi v i dua l  • s  i ntri n s i c rel i g i ous  ori en tati on ; ( 2 ) general l y  t he fi ndi ngs  

s upport the concept  that defen s i ve personal i ty dynam i cs pl ay a rol e i n  

the devel opmen t o f  conservati ve atti tudes ; ( 3 )  i n  general bot h  retrospec-

ti ve  and cu r rent meas u res  o f  conservati sm were negat i vel y rel ated to edu-

cat i onal  l evel "wh i c h  refl ects a general l y  accepted fact  i n  the soc i a l 

sc i ences " ; ( 4 )  " t he retrospecti ve meas u re of  rel i g i ou s  conservati sm had 

a s i gn i fi cant  pos i ti ve rel at i onsh i p wi th s u bsequent l evel of educat i on 

atta i ned . "  The temporal rel at i ons h i p wo u l d suggest  that  rel i g i o u s  con-

servati sm may " have  a causa l  effect on amo unt  o f  col l ege and g raduate or 

82R i c hard  D .  Kahoe , " Rel i g i ous Conservati sm i n  a Quas i - l ong i tu­
d i nal  Perspecti ve , "  J ou rnal  o f  Psychol ogy and Theo l ogy, 5 ( l )  ( W i n te r ,  
1 97 7 ) , pp . 40-47 . 

83Di ttes , p .  1 1 8 .  

84Kahoe , p .  40 . 
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profes s i onal  educa ti on one from th i s  po pu l at ion  ach i eves . 1 1 Fi nal l y ,  Kahoe • s  

i nvesti gat i on  s howed that  1 1 a cons equence of  mo re educati on  for the conser-

vat i ve i s  a s h i ft toward mo re l i bera l  atti tudes , parti cu l ar ly  i n  the re­

l i g i ous  real m . u 85 

P .  F.  W i l son  ut i l i zed G. W. Al l po rt • s  rel i g i ou s  o ri entat ion  

s ca l e i n  an  effort to  i nvesti gate rel i g i o s i ty and  anxi ety i n  Chri st i an 

men . He  found  that i n tri n s i cal l y  ori ented Chri s t i an s  we re more rel i g i ous  

and  l es s  anx i o u s  on tra i t  and exi s tenti a l  anxi ety mea s u re s  than extri ns i ­

cal l y  ori ented Chri st i ans . 86 

Fo l l owi ng  s i mi l ar procedures to those  of Wi l son , Sturgeon and 

Ham l ey i nves t i gated 1 48 s tudents 11 a l most  equal l y  represented by sex from 

a conservat i ve , P ro testant  c hu rch-rel ated col l ege 11 and had s i mi l ar fi ndi ngs 

to those of  Wi l so n , only the res u l ts were extended to a different  rel i g i ­

ous  g roup  and  i ncl uded fema l e col l ege s tudents . 87 

The Sturgeon  and Haml ey fi ndi ngs were : 

A t tes t  of  the  d i ffe rence between the means for each  of  the a bove 
se l f- re po rt meas u res reveal ed tha t the i ntri ns i c  g roup  was s i gn i f­
i cantly  l es s  anx i ous  ex i s tenti a l l y  [t ( 38 ) =3 . 60 ,  p . • 005/ had l es s  
tra i t anxi ety [t ( 38 ) =2 . 41 2 ,  p < . . 02� , and  h a d  greater i nternal  
l ocus  of  control [t ( 38 ) =3 . 801 , p . < . 00� than d i d  t he Extri ns i c  
g rou p .  The two g roups d i � not d i ffer i n  s tate anxi ety . 

These res u l ts i nd i cate a better state o f  adj u s tment for the I ntri n­
s i c  bel i evers over  the  Extri ns i c  be l i evers and  a re cons i s tent wi th 

85Kahoe , p p .  40-46 . 

86p . F .  W i l son , 1 1 Rel i g i ous  Or i entati on  and  Anxi ety , 11 Unpubl i shed 
Mas ter • s  Thes i s  ( 1 97 6 )  M i ddl e Tennessee State Un i vers i ty ,  p. 95 . 

87 Ro bert S .  S tu rgeon and Roy W .  Haml ey , 11 Rel i g i os i ty and  Anx i ety , 11 
The Journal  of  Soc i a l Psychol ogy , 1 08 ( 1 97 9 ) , p p .  1 37-8 . 



the not i on  that  the Chri st i an who l i ves h i s  bel i ef s houl d be mo re 
s ecure , more se l f- suffi c i ent , and l es s  anxi ous . 88 

Smi th conducted a sys temat i c i nq u i ry i nto the " character i st i cs 

of  a l i enati o n  among students i n  a s uburban , rural , • o pen-door •  commu n i ty 

col l ege .. and - fo und a l i enati on 1 1Was not  rel ated to re l i g i ou s  u pbri ng i ng ,  

bu t a l i enated students mani fes ted l e s s  church  attendance . u 89 

Summary 
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Th i s cha pter has presen ted a revi ew of  the l i tera ture rel ated 

to the rel i g i ou s l y  fundamentali st  student and the re l i g i ou s  confl i c t and 

anx i ety whi c h  he enco un ters as he pursues h i s  academ i c  endeavors . I f  any 

s i n g l e concl u s i on may be drawn from t h i s  vast  aggregate o f  data , i t  i s  the 

pos i t i ve v l aue  of  chal l enge and confl i ct .  There s eems to be general agree­

ment that chal l enge and confl i ct are i n herent parts of  the educa t i o n  pro­

ces s . S tude nts grow and  deve l op through confl i ct and  reso l ut i on  o f  con­

fl i ct .  Co l l ege i s  a t i me o f  c hange . Th i s  c hange may b e  v i ewed a s  a 11 l ess-

en i ng of  s tereotypes .. . The col l ege env i o rnment ,  s ex d i fferences , teachers , 

and cours es are a l l factors wh i c h determ ine  i f  c hanges i n  thought and  out­

l oo k  occur  i n  the s tudent and the type of c hanges wh i ch w i l l  occ u r .  

88sturgeon a n d  Haml ey , p .  1 38 . 

89Lou i s John  Smi th ,  1 1 Characteri st i cs  of  Al i ena t i on  i n  a Commun i ty 
Co l l ege , "  Di s sertati o n  Abs tracts I nterna ti onal , 3 5  ( 1 97 5 ) , p .  41 54-B ( Un i ­
vers i ty of Pen nsyl van i a) .  



CHAPTER I I I  

METHODOLOGY AN D DES I GN 

Ques ti ons 

The q uesti ons  upon whi ch the study i s  based a re as  fol l ows : 

1 .  Do rel i g i o u s l y  fundamenta l i s t s tu dents exper i ence rel i g i ous  

conf l i ct when enrol l ed i n  those  col l eges and  un i ve rs i t i es wh i c h are pri ­

vate o r  denomi nati ona l l y  owned a s  wel l as  i n  those i ns t i tut i ons  wh i c h are 

pu b l i c l y  owned? 

2 .  Are the vari ab l es rel i g i o u s  fundamen ta l i sm ,  rel i g i ous  con­

fl i ct ,  and anxi ety s i gn i fi cant ly  rel ated to each other? 

3 .  I f  the answer to q uesti on two i s  yes , wha t  i s  the  pattern 

of i nterre l ati on s h i p?  

4 .  Do students other than those categori zed a s  rel i g i ou s l y  funda­

men ta l i st experi ence rel i g i ou s  confl i ct and anxi ety? 

5 .  Are there s i gn i fi cant d i fferences between UTK ,  H i wassee Col ­

l ege , and Johns on B i b l e Co l l ege , as  regards rel i g i ou s  fundamental i sm ,  re­

l i g i ou s  confl i ct and anxi ety?  

6 .  Are the rel i gi ous  confl i ct and  anxi ety a s  wel l a s  the adap­

tati on response wh i ch the s tu dent ma kes to these exper i ences , un i que  to to 

the i nd i vi dua l  or are they much the s ame for a l l persons who a re thus  d i s ­

posed? 

Research Hypotheses 

The fol l owi n g  research  hypotheses h a ve been e s ta b l i s hed : 

1 .  There wi l l  be no  s i gn i fi cant di ffe rences amon g the r� l i g i ous 

4 1  



fundamenta l i sm s co res and rel i g i ous  confl i ct s core s  for the s ubjects 

from H i wassee Col l ege , Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege , and UTK ,  at 0 . 05 ;  
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2 .  There wi l l  be no s i gn i fi cant di fferences amo ng  the rel i g i ­

ous fu ndamenta l i sm scores and anxi ety scores for the s ubj ects from H i was­

see Co l l ege , Johnson  B i bl e  Col l ege , a nd  UTK ,  at  0 . 05 ;  

3 .  There wi l l  be no s i gn i fi cant d i fferences amon g  the rel i g i ­

ous  confl i ct s co res  and  anxi ety scores fo r the s u bj ects from H i wa s see 

Col l ege , Johnson  B i bl e  Col l ege , and UTK , at O .P5 ; 

4 .  There wi l l  be no s i gn i ficant d i fferences amon g  the rel i g i ­

ou s fundamenta l i sm scores , rel i g i ous  confl i ct scores , and  anxi ety scores 

for the tota l sampl e ,.  at 0 . 05 ;  

5 .  The re wi l l  be no s i gn i fi cant d i fferences between H i wassee 

Col l ege , Johnson  B i bl e  Co l l ege ,  and UTK wi th res pect to e i ther rel i g i ou s  

fundamenta l i sm ,  rel i g i ou s  confl i ct o r  anxi ety , at  0 . 05 ;  

T he s econdary hypotheses are as  fol l ows : 

l .  There wi l l  be no s i gn i fi cant rel a ti ons h i p between the re­

l i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm scores , rel i g i ou s  confl i ct scores , anxi ety s co res 

and  any of  the fol l owi ng  vari abl es e i ther at  H i wa s s ee Col l ege , Johnson  

B i b l e  Col l ege , UTK ,  or  for the total  sampl e ,  at  0 . 05 ;  

l .  Consent  to be i ntervi ewed . 

2 .  Rel i g i ou s  preference . 

3 . Protestant denomi nati on preference . 

4 . Age . 

5 .  S tate of  res i dence . 

6 .  S i ze of commun i ty of res i dence o 

7 .  Soc i o-economi c statu s . 



8 .  Sex . 

9 .  Attendance at  Church  and Sunday Schoo l . 

1 0 . Approx i mate s i ze o f  Churc h .  

1 1 .  Grade po i nt average ( at H i was see Col l ege on l y ) � 
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The fol l owi n g  s how no s i gn i fi cant d i fference i n  the hypothe­

s i zed rel ati on s h i ps among re l i g i o us  fu ndamenta l i sm and rel i g i ous  confl i ct 

scores , rel i g i ous  confl i ct and anxi ety scores , and rel i g i ou s  fundamenta­

l i sm and  anxi ety s co res , e i ther at H i wassee Col l ege , UTK ,  Johnson  B i bl e 

Co l l ege , o r  for the enti re sampl e ,  at  0 . 05 ;  

l .  Con sent to be i ntervi ewed . 

2 .  Rel i g i ou s  preference . 

3 .  P ro testant denomi nati on  p reference . 

4 .  Age . 

5 .  S tate of  res i dence . 

6 .  S i ze  o f  commun i ty o f  res i dence . 

7 .  Soc i o-econom i c  status . 

8 .  Sex . 

9 .  Attendance at Churc h  and Sunday S c hoo l . 

1 0 . Ap prox i ma te s i ze of  Churc h .  

1 1 .  Grade po i nt average ( a t  H i wa s see Col l ege on ly ) .  

I n  t h i s s tudy the nu l l  hypotheses have been set u p  w i th the ex­

press purpose of  bei n g  rejected o The nu l l  hypotheses w i l l  be tested by com­

pari ng the res ponses to t he i tems u sed to measure t he var i ab l es i n  ques tio n .  

I f  the number o f  responses  i n  t h e  va r i ous  categor i es  o f  response  i nd i cate 

stati st i ca l l y  s i gn i fi cant  d i fferences , the nu l l  hypotheses wi l l  be rej ected . 
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Stat i s ti ca l  Procedures  

The stat i st i cal  procedures used were coeffi c i ent  o f  co rrel a t i on 

and ana lys i s  of va ri ance . 

Type of Re search 

The research des i gn i s  ex pos t  facto , i . e . , the vari a bl es  

have  a l ready occu rred and no ma n i pul at ion  o f  the  vari ab l es  i s  done  by 

the researc her . 

Mea s u rement o f  Va ri ab l es 

Those persons  who accept the rel i gi ous  fundamental i s t  v i ewpo i n t  

s u bscri be t o  a s e t  o f  bel i efs whi c h , for t h e  mo st  part, a r e  deri ved from a 

l i teral  i nterpretat i on o f  the  Bi bl e .  Fu ndamenta l i s ts have s trongl y  re­

s i s ted new a pproac hes to the i nte rpretat i o n  and  unde rs ta nd i n g  of the  B i ­

bl e .  Other scho l a rl y  advances whose appl i cat i on  wou l d threaten t he funda­

mental i st pos i t i o n  have l i kewi se been res i s ted . New i deas  and  approac hes 

i n  the fi e l ds  of  sc i ence , soc i o l o gy ,  and psychol ogy have been noted by 

fundamenta l i s ts but wi t h  a j a undi ced eye and oft i mes  on l y i n  o rder to di s ­

pute t hem a n d  t hei r i mpl i cati ons for the fundamenta l i s t v i ewpo i n t .  

I f  a person wi th such  a n  outl o o k  enro l l s  i n  a co l l ege o r  un i ver­

s i ty where the re i s  a free exc hange of i dea s , where students a re encouraged 

to expl o re , to cons i der  a l ternate po i nts of  v i ew ,  to l oose  the i r mi n ds , to 

questi on , to ana lyze , to cri t i c i ze , where every effo rt i s  ma de to s t i mu l ate 

wi de-rang i ng thou ght , there i s  a s trong l i ke l i hood he wi l l  fee l  h i s funda­

menta l i s t  pos i ti on cha l l enged . Un l es s  tha t  person b l oc ks out a l l new 

thoughts  and i deas compl ete l y  he wi l l  experi ence rel i g i ou s  confl i ct and 

pos s i b ly  anx i ety . 
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I t  i s  a n t i c i pa ted that not a l l fundamenta l i s t students wi l l  

experi en ce rel i g i ou s  confl i c t "  Some may be so ri g i d  i n  thei r outl ook  a s  

to b ru s h  a s i de a l l o t h e r  ways o f  v i ewi ng  th i ngs " I f  that  be the case  

then  the confl i ct wi l l  be avo i ded . S tudents experi enc i n g  confl i ct and 

concomi tant anxi ety wi l l  not l o ng  endure those cond i t i o ns whi ch  a re re-

s pon s i bl e fo r the troubl e and unp l easantness . Some k i nd of  resol ut i on  

wi l l  b e  forthcom i n g .  These so l u t i ons  to  confl i ct wi l l  i n  some res pects 

be i nd i v i dua l  i n  chara cter but i n  the ma i n  they wi l l  proba b l y  fa l l  i nto 

a few broad  catego ri es . The anxi ety accompany i n g  the rel i g i ou s  confl i ct 

wi l l  vary wi th  the pe rso n  and the s i tua t ion  but , as  i n  t he case o f  the 

rel i g i ou s  confl i ct ,  these vary i n g  s i tuati ons wi l l  l i ke l y  have some com-

mona l i ti es . 

Measurement of  rel i 0 i ous  fundamenta l i sm .  The a dmi n i strati on  of  

the Rel i g i ous  Fundamenta l i sm Sca l e  wi l l  enabl e t he i nvesti gator to measure 

rel i g i ous fundamental i sm among  the student sampl e . l The h i g her  the score 

the h i gher  the  degree of  fundamenta l i sm and , by the  s ame to ken , the l ower 

the sco re t he l ower t he degree of fundamenta l i sm o  

Measurement o f  re l igi ous  con f l i ct .  Those students wi th  a strong  

fundamenta l i s t or i entati on  wi l l  experi ence a rel i g i ous  confl i ct o f  mea su re-

abl e proport i ons as they encounter po i n ts of v i ew and a p proaches to prob-

l em-so l v i ng wh i ch c l ea rl y chal l enge the ones wh i c h they presentl y fo l l ow. 

IJ ames G o  Ma rt i n and F.  R.  West i e ,  1 1 Re l i g i ous  Fundamental i sm 
Scal e , 11 Mea s ures o f  Soc i a l  P s  c hol o i ca l  Atti tudes , ed . John  P .  Robi nson 
and P h i l i p R .  S hafer Ann Arbo r ,  Mi c h i gan : The Un i vers i ty o f  Mi c h i gan , 
1 969 ) , p p .  5 93-595 . Hereafte r  c i ted a s  1 1 Rel i g i oU S 1 1 o 
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The so l uti on  to the d i ffi cu l ty for some of  these s tudents wi l l  be to d i s -

mi ss  as  of  n o  consequence any op i n i on , v i ewpo i n t ,  approach , or  i dea that 

i s  not in  keep i ng  wi th the person • s  es tab l i s hed o u tl oo k ,  in  wh i c h case  

confl i ct wi l l  never  s u rface a s  such . Others o f  the students wi l l  l oo k  at  

the  other  approach  o r  d i fferent i dea , be  i ntri gued by i t ,  exami ne i t ,  see 

the l og i c  or val i d i ty of  s uc h ,  but at  the same t i me recogn i ze the cha l l enge 

i t  presents to thei r presen t po s i t i on .  A confl i ct and an i nterna l  debate 

of  so rts ensues . Use of the Re l i g i ous  Confl i ct Sca l e wi l l  enabl e the re-

searcher to i denti fy those  pe rsons  i n  the student sampl e who are experi ­

enc i n g  rel i g i ou s  confl i ct . 2 

Meas urement  o f  a n x i e ty.  Anx i ety i s  conce i ved to  be  an u psett i ng  

o r  di s turbi ng condi ti on  in  the i nd i v i dua l  • s  l i fe whose  potenti a l  effects 

are many and far-reach i ng . The anxi ety i s  a der i vati ve o f  the amb i va l ent 

rel i g i ous  feel i ngs of the i nd i v i dua l  conce rned . Anxi ety wi l l  be measured 

by the I PAT Se l f-Anal ys i s  form . 3 

Munn says that "a  d i s turbi ng  form of  confl i c t • . .  i s  that i n  

wh i c h the i nd i v i dua l  has both  po s i t i ve and negati ve atti tudes toward the 

same person ( o r  th i ng ) . Th i s k i nd of  mental confl i ct . • . i s  o ften ac­

compan i ed by g reat mental s tres s . " 4 

2 Funk , " S u rvey , "  p .  345 . 

3 R.  B .  Cattel l ,  The I PAT Anxi ety Sca l e Questi onna i re ,  ( C hampa i gn , 
I l l i no i s :  The I nst i tute for Persona l i ty and Abi l i ty Tes ti ng) , 1 96 3 .  

4Norman L .  Mun n ,  P sychol ogy : The Fundamenta l s  of  Human Adj u s t­
ment , 5th ed . ( Boston : Houg hto n  Miffl i n  Co . ,  1 966) , p "  277 . 
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The i nterv i ew wi l l  be u ti l i zed to confi rm the f i nd i ngs  o f  t he 

abovemen t i oned meas ur i ng  i n struments and i nvesti gate i n  depth each  vari ­

abl e ,  parti cul ar ly  the confl i c t and  anxi ety .  

Mea s uremen t o f  other characteri st i cs . The fo l l owi ng  data were 

el i c i ted by d i rect quest i on : consent to be i nt� rvi ewed , age , sex , rel i g i -

ou s preference , denomi nat iona l  preference , s i ze o f  commun i ty o f  res i dence , 

state of  res i dence , s i ze of  home c hurc h ,  attendance at  Churc h  and Sunday 

Sc hoo l . Grade pa i n� average of  s tudents at  H i wassee Col l ege were o bta i ned 

from the col l ege wi t h  t he s tuden t ' s  consen t o  Soc i o -econom i c  status was 

esti mated by A Scal e fo r Asses s i ng Soc i o � Economi c S tatus  i n  Su rvey Researc h . 5 

Operati ona l l y  then , rel i g i ous fu ndamenta l i sm i n  th i s resea rc h i s  

expres sed i n  terms o f  the  s co res on  the Rel igi ous Fundamenta l i sm Sca l e .  

Rel i g i ou s  confl i c t  i s  defi ned i n  terms o f  the scores on the Rel igi ou s  Con ­

fl i ct Scal e o f  the Su rvey of Atti tudes Towa rd Re l i g i on and P h i l osophy of 

L i fe Scal e ,  and supp l emented by i n fo rmat ion  o btai ned by the i ntervi ews . 

Anx i ety i s  d i scussed  i n  te rms of the data deri ved from the I PAT Sel f-Ana l -

ys i s  Scal e and the i n terv i ew .  Soc i o -economi c status i s  defi ned i n  terms 

of  sco res o n  Vau ghan ' s  A Scal e for Asses s i ng Soc i o -Econom i c  S tatus  i n  Sur­

vey Researc h o 

Me thods of  Gathe ri ng Data 

Re l i qi ous F un damenta l i s m  S cal e .  The mea surement of fundamenta -

l i sm a s  defi ned ea rl i er i n  th i s  study can be done by u s i ng the Rel i q i o u s 

5charl es L u  Vaughan , " A  Sca l e  fo r As ses s i ng Soc i o - Econom i c  Status  
in  Su rvey Research , "  P u bl i c  Opi n i on Qua rterl y ,  2 2  ( Spri n g , 1 958 ) ,  p .  2 0 .  
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Fundamenta l i sm Sca l e  devel oped by Ma rti n and Westi e . 6 ' ' Th i s  s ca l e  mea -

sures  rel i g i ous  fundamenta l i sm among Chri sti an s , 1 1 s ays Ro b i nson  and 

Shafer , 11 and  i t  s eems to be a good s hort mea s u re .  I I  Th i s sca l e ,  

wh i c h  West i e and  Ma rt i n say 1 1 S tresses dogmati sm and s u pernatural i sm , 1 1 8 

i s  composed o f  n i ne i tems , fi ve of  whi ch  are ' ' ' pos i ti ve •  for scori ng  

purposes . 11 9 Mi dd l eton s ugges ts than  when measu r i ng  an atti tude such  as  

rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm 11 i t  wo u l d be  better to  have  a test where about  

hal f the quest i ons  were to  be  scored in  revers e . u lO Each  of the i tems 

i s  1 1 S cored a l ong  a fi ve-po i nt agree-d i s agree cont i n uum of the L i kert sort.  

Scori ng  ( i s )  accompl i s hed by s i mply summi n g  i tem scores acro s s  the n i ne 

i tems . 1 1 1 1 

Rel i a b i l i ty .  The author does not report any est imate of re­
l i a b i l i ty .  

Val i d i ty .  Scores on the fundamenta l i sm measure d i fferenti ated 
s i gn i fi can t l y  ( p  ( . 00 5 )  between the tol erant and prej ud i ced re­
spondants . Mo reove r ,  fundamental i sm correl ated . 5 6 wi th i n to l er­
ance of amb i g u i ty ,  and . 4 1 wi th nati ona l i sm ( a l l s i gn i fi cant  at 
the . 05 l evel ) among  the tol erant respondants . l 2 

6Ma rti n and We st i e ,  p p .  593-595 . 

?J o hn P .  Ro bi nson and Ph i l i p R .  Shafe r ,  eds .  Mea s ures of P sy­
c ho l ogi cal  Atti tudes ( Ann  Arbor , M i ch i gan : The Un i vers i ty of M i c h i gan , 
1 96 9) ' p .  680 . 

8J ames G .  Ma rti n and Frank  R .  Wes ti e ,  1 1 The To l erant Personal i ­
ty , 1 1 Ameri can Soc i o l ogi ca l  Rev i ew ,  24  ( 1 95 9 ) , p .  524 . Hereafter c i ted a s  
1 1 Tol e rant . 1 1 

'9Marti n and  West i e ,  1 1 Rel i g i ous , 1 1 p .  594 . 

l Osta temen t  by Ru ssel l Mi ddl eton , Un i vers i ty of W i scons i n ,  i n  a 
tel e phone conversa t i o n  wi th the wri ter on Augu st  1 7 ,  1 97 9 .  

l l Mart i n  and West i e ,  1 1 Rel i g i ous , 1 1 p .  5 9 5 .  

1 2Marti n and  lties t i e ,  1 1 re l i g i ous , 1 1 p .  67 9 .  
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Thi s sca l e ,  whi c h  requ i res about  s i x m i n u tes to compl ete , wi l l  

ena bl e the i nvesti gator to pl ace persons i n  the s ampl e al ong  a conti nuum 

of scores ra ngi n g  from pl u s  1 8  to mi nus  1 8 . I n  a tel ephone conversati on  

dated September 24 , 1 980 , Frank  R .  Wes ti e ,  one o f  the des i gners o f  the  

scal e ,  s ta ted that no scal e val ues had  been esta bl i s hed for the  tes t .  In  

the case o f  vari a bl es  that have  a co nti nuous range , s uch  as  fundamental i sm 

an d re l i g i o us  confl i ct ,  norma l ly  one does not establ i s h  scal e val ues . 

I PAT Anxi ety s ca l e  Ques t i onna i re .  Leve l o f  anxi ety can be 

mea sured wi t h  t he ! P AT Anx i ety Scal e Questi onnai re devel oped by Raymond B .  

Cattel l and I .  H .  Sche i e r .  The i n strument i s  a forty i tem 1 1 ra pi d l y  sten-

c i l - s cored , o bj ecti ve , sel f-admi n i strabl e quest ionna i re for the assessment 

of  genera l free anxi ety l evel as di st i nct from general  neu ro s i s  or psycho­

s i s . 1 1 13 Co hen s ays  that  i t  i s  effec t i ve wi th functi onal l y  l i terate adol es­

cents and adu l ts both  fo r mas s screen i ng and  i nd i v i dual  c l i n i ca l  u se . 14 

The tes t  and i ts i nterpretati on res t  on  very sound res earch and theoreti cal  

background .  Co hen re fers to i t  a s  1 1 a mature fru i t  o f  a th i rd of  a centu ry 

of  both methodol o g i ca l l y  and c l i n i cal l y  sophi st i cated l a rge scal e factor-

ana l yt i c  researc h . 1 1 1 5 So far  as  sys temati c research background i s  concerned 

1 1no competi n g  tes t  can compete i n  thi s c ruc i a l  rega rd . ' ' The tes t  i s  an 

outgrowth o f  a seri es of  1 1 1 4  repl i cated researc hes wi th  the l onger ! PAT 1 6  

l 3J acob Cohen , 1 1 The I PAT Anxi ety Sca l e Quest i onna i re , 1 1 
Seventh Mehtal  Meas u rements Yea rbook , ed . Oscar Kri s ten Bures , ( H i gh l and 
Park , New Jersey : Gryphon Pres s , 1 972 ) , p .  255 . 

14Cohen , p .  2 5 5 .  

1 5Co hen , p .  2 55 . 
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PF tes t . 1 1 1 6 S i x  scores are yi e l ded by the test : sel f-sent i ment  devel op-

men t ,  ego  s trength , proten s i on of  parano i d  trend , gu i l t  pronenes s ,  erg i c  

ten s i on , total anxi ety .  The tes t  requ i res a bo u t  1 0  m i n u tes t o  comp l ete . 

Rel i a b i l i ty .  Rel i a b i l i ty coeffi ci ents fo r the  tota l anxi ety 
score , depend i ng on  type and the nature of  the  g ro u p ,  range from 
. 80 to . 93 ,  an adequate l evel for mo s t  pu rpo ses . The  same can­
not be  sa i d fo r the homogenei ty rel i a bi l i t i e s  of  the fi ve compo­
nent sco res ( based  on  4 - 1 2 i tems ) , wh i ch range  from . 26 to . 6 0 .  
N o  rel i a bi l i t i es a re g i ven i n  the manual for comb i nati ons  of  
overt and  covert anxi ety scores , but a reference ( 7 )  g i ve . 24 
fo r the rel i a b i l i ty of  thei r d i fferenc e . 17 

Val i d i ty .  Ev i dence fo r the tes ts • s  val i d i ty i s  vari ed and i m­
pres s i ve .  I t  rests fi rs t o n  the foundation  o r  repl i cated factor­
ana l y t i c  resea rches  i nvol v i n g  not only questi onna i re i tems but 
o bj ec t i ve test and phys i o l o g i cal  mea sures , wh i c h  e sta bl i s hed and 
cross -rna tched the anxi ety factor .  From these , 1 1 construct 11 va 1 i d i ­
ty coeff i c i ents i n  t he range  . 85 to . 90 a re cl a i med . These are 
mu l t i p l e  correl at i on  func t i ons of  facto r  l oad i ngs  and are there­
fore pro bab ly  somewhat overstated . Neverthel ess , they are h i g h  
enou g h .  As fo r external va l i d i ty ,  many l i nes  of  evi dence con ­
verge : ( a )  Corre l at i on  wi t h  a rel at i vel y unrel i a bl e psyc h i atri c 
concen sus  i s  . 30 to . 40 ( . 60 to . 70 when t he cr i ter ion  i s  atten­
uati on-co rrec ted ) .  ( b ) the mean of  1 74 anxi ety neu ro t i c s  d i f­
fers s harp ly  from t he popul a t i on average ( by 1 . 3 standard dev i ­
at i on s ) , wh i c h ex pressed as  a poi nt-b i ser ia l  r .  y i e l ds . 6 5 ( re­
v i ewer • s  computati o n , as sumi n g  equal  numbers of  anx i ety neu­
roti cs  and general popul ati on  adul ts are be i ng d i scr im i nated so 
as  to g i ve a max i mum correl a t i on ) .  ( c )  t he means  o f  23 groups 
o f  c l i n i ca l  i nterest  o rder them in a cl i n i ca l ly  compel l i ng way . 
( d )  Other data ( on occupati ons , nati on s , vol unteers for experi ­
men t ,  d rug  effects , etc . )  presented o r  preferred to further en­
ri c h  t hT ba ckground fo r i nterpreta t ion  and there by enhance va­
l i d i ty .  8 

The Rel igi ous  Confl i ct Sca l e .  Determi nati on  o f  pers ons 

exper ienc i n g  re l i g i ous  confl i ct can be made by u s i n g  the Rel igi ous  Confl i ct 

1 6Cohen , p .  2 5 5 .  

l 7Cohen , p .  2 56  

l 8Cohen , p .  2 56 . 
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Scal e ,  a s ubs cal e o f  A Survey of  Atti tudes Toward Rel igi on and  Ph i l os ophy 

of  L i fe Sca l e deve l oped by . Ruth Fun k � l 9  The Rel igi ous Con fl i ct 

Sca l e  i s  a twenty-two i tem scal e des i gned to meas u re " s i mu l taneous ten-

denc i es to react i n  oppos i ng and i ncompat i bl e ways to the same rel i g i ou s  

att i tude obj ect . " 20 The i tems of  the sca l e were c ho sen on  the ba s i s  of 

the i r  a bi l i ty to d i scr im i nate h i g h  and l ow scorers . A person scori ng  1 6-

22 on  the sca l e woul d be co n s i dered ambi val ent i n  h i s  rel i g i ou s  feel i ngs . 

A score of 0- 7 i nd i cates l i tt l e or  no confl i ct whi l e  a score of  8-1 5 i nd i -

cates a moderate to h i gh l evel of confl i ct i nvol v i ng rel i g i ou s  matters . 

Re l i a bi l i ty .  Based on a sampl e of  th i rty-one persons and a three­
week  test i nterval Fun k  ( pri vate commun i cat i on , 1 958 )  reported the 
fol l owi ng tes t-retest rel i a bi l i ty est imates for thes e. sca l es : the 
Re l i g i ou s  Confl i ct Sca l e . •  72 ( ra n k  order R)  and  . 84 ( product mo-
ment r)  • 2 1 

Val i d i ty .  The autho r  ( Fu n k , undated mi meograph ) reported a h i g hl y  
s i gn i fi cant  pos i t i ve correl at i on between scores o n  the Tayl o r  Ma n­
i fes t Anxi ety Scal e and the Rel i g i o u s  Con fl i ct Sca l e ,  g i v i ng i t  a 
degree o f  construct  val i d i ty .  The s ca l e seems to have fa i r  con­
tent va l i d i ty . 22 

Use of  th i s scal e wi l l  enabl e t he i nvesti gato r  to i dent i fy wh i c h  

o f  the persons i n  the samp l e are experi enc i ng rel i g i ou s  confl i ct .  I nforma-

ti o n  comi ng  from the Rel igi ous  Fundamenta l i sm Sca l e and  t he Rel igi ous  Con­

fl i ct Scal e wi l l  hel p to determi ne i f  the rel i g i ous  confl i ct i s  due to 

fundamenta l i sm or to someth i ng  el s e .  

1 9Fun k ,  " Su rv ey , "  p .  346 . 

20Ruth Fun k ,  " Experi mental Scal es Used i n  a Study of  Rel i g i ou s  
Att i tudes a s  Rel ated t o  Ma n i fest  Anx i ety , "  Psychol ogi ca l  News l etter , 9 
( 1 958 ) , p .  240 .  Hereafter c i ted as  " Experi mental . 11 

2 1 Fun k ,  " Survey , "  p .  3 2 6 . 

2 2 R .  V .  McCann , " Devel opmenta l , "  p .  1 47 .  
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T h e  i n te rv i ew .  The i nterv i ew a s  a research techn i que  i n  study-

i ng rel i g i ou s  confl i ct was suggested by Joseph Haven s and R .  V o  McCann . 

McCann conducted a three-yea r i nvest i gat ion  of  the  " rel i g i on o f  the i n-

d i v i du a l 1 1 i n  t he hope that  1 1 S u ch  a study mi ght contri bute someth i ng 

to o u r  understand i ng o f  the contemporary rel i g i o u s  s i tuat i on , as  wel l as  

ma ki ng  a contri buti o n  to  soc i a l  s c i ence . 1 1 23 The study recei ved f i nanc i a l  

a s s i stance from the Carneg i e  Co rporat ion  o f  New Yo rk . The method of  i n­

vest i gat ion  used i n  the study wa s the i nterv i ew.  Mc Cann says of  th i s 

c ho i ce o f  methods : 

After a p i l ot s tudy had been made wi th fi fty research s ubj ects and 
after no ti ng  the cons i dera bl e s ho rtcomi ngs of  the mo st  frequ ent l y  
u sed methods i n  emp i r i ca l  rel i g i ous researc h _ _  tests , scal es , and 
q ues t i onnai res-- an  i ntervi ew-g u i de wa s constructed , to serve as 
framewo rk fo r a ser ies  of  i nten s i ve i n terv i ews on  a person-to-per­
son bas i s . 24 

I n  the cou rse  o f  h i s i n vesti gati ons , McCann i nterv i ewed two hundred per-

sons 1 1 fo r  from s i x  to twe l ve hours each - some of the i ntervi ew seri es 

ru nni ng ove r twenty hou rs per person . n 25  McCann spea ks fu rther o f  the 

i nterv i ew method i n  t h i s type o f  resea rc h :  

O u r  s u bj ects  0 0 • tal ked freel y ,  fu l l y ,  i nt i ma te ly .  Thi s may be 
due not merel y to the advantages of the i n terv i ew over the wri tten 
ques t i onna i re or b i o g raphy , bu t to the c i rc umstances under wh i c h  
the i ntervi ew seri es  a re hel d- -i n  comfort and i n forma l i ty ,  and  
wi t h  genu i ne i n te rest ,  apprec i at ion , and  recepti v i ty expressed by 
the i nterv i ewe r o  The  i nterv i ew seri es i s  much more than a means  
to  col l ect i n fo rma t i on ; i t  become s an i mpo rtant  i nterpersona l re­
l at i ons h i p .  Many peopl e do not real l y  know what they thi nk  a bout  
these topi cs  and wou l d no doubt be unabl e to  g i ve more than  a per­
fu ncto ry answer i n  a bri ef i nterv i ew .  Not o n l y  are they a s s i sted 
and encouraged by g u i ded d i scus s i ons , but over the peri o d  o f  days 

23 R .  V o  McCann , 1 1 Devel opmental , 1 1 p .  1 4 7 .  

24McCan n ,  11 Devel opmenta l , 1 1 P o  1 47 .  

2 5McCann , 1 1 0evel opmental , 1 1 p .  1 48 . 



and sometimes  wee ks o f  the i nterv i ew seri es t hey have a chance to 
refl ect  at l e i s u re upon the tota l a rea of  personal  va l ues , o f  ba­
s i c  bel i efs and sent i ments . 2 6  

Havens has  made extens i ve u se  of  t h e  i ntervi ew i n  h i s  stud i e s o f  rel i g i ou s  

confl i ct amon g  col l eg e  s tudents . I n  a study conducted a t  the Un i vers i ty 

of  Massachusetts , Havens says  he u ti l i zed data drawn from " c l i n i ca l  rna-

teri a l , i nc l u d i ng some tape- reco rded sess i ons , papers wri tten fo r co l l ege 

cou rses , and open-e nded i nterv i ews deal i ng expl i c i t l y  w i t h  re l i g i ou s  ques­

ti ons . " 27  Havens remarks that today ' s  students are  g i v i ng a "wi de vari ety 

o f  i nd i v i dua l i zed sol u t i ons  to the rel i g i ous  pro bl em , "  and  t here i s  a g reat 

need for "mo re and dee per  u nders tand i ng of these ' so l u t i o ns o ' " 28  S tu d i e s  

s o  fa r avai l ab l e have u ti l i zed t he i n terv i ew i n  an attempt t o  g e t  the  ' ' i n � 

s i de v i ew" of  t he col l ege student but have on ly  suggested the  nature o f  the 

sol u t i ons o The  i nterv i ew method can be put to g reater u s e  i n  unders tand i ng 

these  " so l ut i o n s "  i f  these s u bj ect i ve  data are " s uppl ementary to the mo re 

o bj ect i ve te st  and o bserva t i o nal  i n fo rmat i on . " 29  

26McCann , P o  1 48 o  See a l so Nev i tt ,  Sanfo rd , " Research and Po l i cy 
i n  H i g her  Educati on , "  The Amer ican  Col l ege , ed o Nev i tt Sanford ( New York : 
John  W i l ey and Sons , I nc o , 1 962) , PP o 1 020-1 , whe re he notes that  a soc i a l 
s c i ent i s t  may " ta ke one  o r  the other of two ma i n  courses o He may conduct 
h i s wo rk  i n  such a way a s  to a ffect h i s s u bj ects mi n i ma l l y ,  as  i n  a l a b­
ora to ry experi ment o r  i n  a s u rvey o f  o p i n i o ns . The other cours e  for 
the i nves t i gator i s  to  a s s ume that change wi l l  occur  and that  the obs e rver 
i s  an agent of chan ge . Th i s  req u i res that he make s ure that the  chan ge i s  
va l uab l e  o r  at  l east  not  harmful and that he h i mse l f i s  trea ted a s  a va ri ­
ab l e i n  the  exper imental  des i gn .  I t  i s  thi s l atter course that seems 
mos t  approp ri ate and p romi s i ng for the k i nds of educat i on a l  research  tha t  
have been s a i d  t o  b e  mos t  needed . "  

27 Havens , " Co u rse , "  p .  2 5 7 o  

28Havens , " Cou rse , "  p .  6 7 .  

2 9Havens , " Co u rse , "  p .  67 . 



I t  i s  i ncrea s i ng ly  evi dent that phenomenol og i ca l  data can be d i s ­
torted i n  thei r report i n g ,  i n  thei r rece pti o n by the i nves ti gato r ,  
and  i n  thei r i nte rpretati o n .  Such  data wi l l  be l ea s t  d i s to rted by 

. an  i nvesti gato r  who i s  ab l e to 11 feel i nto1 1  the frame o f  reference 
of the s u bj ect , i o e .  someo ne who has i n  h i s  own experi ence come 
c l ose  to the k i nd of i nner events bei ng repo rted . Cl ark Moustakas , 
i n  h i s recent boo k On Lonel i ness  d i s cus ses th i s  po i nt ,  and effec­
t i ve ly  demonstrates i t  i n  h i s  treatment of  the l onel i ne s s  experi ­
ence . He beg i n s  by percept i ve ly  descri b i ng  a n  event i n  h i s own 
l i fe wh i c h  tempora ri l y  s et apart from a l l who m i ght  have s hared 
h i s s u ffer i n g o  I t  yet rema i n s  for a psycho l o g i s t  o f  rel i g i on to 
proceed w i th  equa l  sens i t i v i ty to del i neate the pro b l em of re­
l i g i ous  dou bt and confl i c t .  Even one case s tudy , carefu l l y  re­
po rted and empatheti cal l y  s hared by the sc i enti s ts � cou l d deepen 
the rather broad p i cture ( o f  rel i g i ou s  con fl i ct ) . 3u 

54 

Havens s uggests the fol l owi ng procedure for o bta i n i ng a n  adequate p i c tu re 

of  the student mi nd . 

The l east  d i storted pi c tu re of  col l ege students • rel i g i o n  wi l l  be 
o bta i ned i f  the quest i on i s  approac hed from s everal v i ewpo i n ts . 
Research such  as  the Va ssar  study can prov i de an  i nval ua bl e back­
g round p i cture o f  the genera l  i nte l l ectual and emo t i ona l  deve l o p­
ment of the col l ege s tuden t ,  and of  the comp l ex i n te ract i on of h i s 
persona l i ty ,  h i s  i nt i mate peer groups , and the wi der  col l ege com­
muni ty .  S urvey s  and exten ded i nterv i ews focused on mo ra l and re­
l i g i ous  searc h i ngs  a • •  can l ead us mo re d i rec t ly  i nto 1 1 the stu­
dent  mi nd . 1 1 P henomenol og i ca l  study of a few cases  i n  depth  and 
l ong i tudi nal l y  i s  the thi rd necessary i ngred i ent o f  an  adequate 
p i cture .  When these are combi ned we a re l east  l i ke ly  to d i sto rt 
the p i cture to fi t any preconceptions  or  prose lyt i z i ng a i ms ( overt 
or  covert ) o 31  

The i n terv i ew schedu l e is  a comp romi s e  between a s t ructured and  

unstructured techn i q u e .  A d i rect approac h wa s ta ken i n  the i nterv i ew and  

bo th 1 1 C l o sed ' ' and 1 1 open 1 1  q ues t ions  we re u ti l i zed . W h i l e  awa re of  the dan-

gers assoc i ated wi th the u se o f  open-ended quest i ons --t hey requ i re cons-

s i dera bl e i nterv i ew t i me ,  ana l ys i s  is  d i ffi cu l t-- some ca refu l l y  chosen  

30Haven s ,  1 1 Cou rse , 1 1 p .  67 . 

31 Havens , 1 1 Cou rse ,  11 p "  68. 
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and worded open-ended questi ons  were used  beca use  cond i ti ons  req u i red ' ' prob­

i ng of atti tude and  react i o n  fo rmati ons and ascerta i n i ng i n fo rmati on  tha t 

i s  l oc ked i n  a • 0 • personal i ty structure o " 3 2  The  res pondent wa s free 

to devel op h i s responses  to a l l questi o ns , both c l o sed and o pen , as he 

saw f i t .  

A n  i nte rv i ew s pan  of  forty-fi ve mi nutes , as  s uggested by M i l l er , 

wa s estab l i s hed , though  a t  no t i me was a sess i o n  hal ted i f  t he respondent 

ma i ntai ned i nteres t . 33  

Rea l i zi ng the g reat val ue of  pro b i ng i n  a s tudy of  th i s  nature 

whi l e  at  the same t i me awa re of the danger of p rodu c i n g  b i as  wi th  o ne ' s  

quest i ons , the i ntervi ewer made a strong effort to fol l ow c l o se l y  the 

tec hn i q ue cal l ed " contro l l ed non-di recti ve prob i n g "  deve l o ped by Ka hn and 

Cannel l . 34 Us i ng t h i s tec hn i q ue the i n tervi ewer accepts respons i b i l i ty 

for be i ng s u re that the  i n terv i ew i nc l udes the top i c s  nece s s a ry to h i s  

con tent o bj ecti ves and  attempts to l i mi t the extraneous to p i c s  i nto wh i c h  

the i nterv i ew may rambl e ,  but  beyond t h i s  does l i ttl e t o  d i rect the i n-

terv i ew .  The res pondent i s  encouraged to res pond freel y  i n  the atmo s phere 

of acceptance and  permi s s i veness provi ded by the i n terv i ewer . 35 

32Del bert Mi l l er ,  Handbook of  Re search Des i  n and  Soci a l  Measure­
ment ( New York : Davi d McKay Co . ,  I n c . , 1 964 , p .  287 . M i l l er observes that 
there a re probl ems assoc i ated wi th  the use of open-ended q ue s ti ons . I n  gen­
eral the ru l e  i s :  present cl o sed rather than open-ended q uest i ons . " I f  
you must empl oy open -ended questi ons , c hoose a few wi t h  care and  wi t h  the 
prec i se a i ms of the s tudy i n  mi nd o • o .  Open-ended quest i ons  are appropri ate 
and  powerfu l under cond i ti ons that req u i re prob i n g  o f  atti tude and  react i o n  
formati ons  • 11 

33Mi l l er ,  P o  287 . 

34 Ro bert Kahn and Charl es F .  Cannel l ,  The Dynami c s  of I nterv i ew­
· � ( New York : J o hn Wi l ey and Sons , I n c . , 1 96 5 ) , p .  2 08 ff .  
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Genera l  I n forma t i on Data Sheet . Th i s  i s  a seri e s  o f  q uest i ons 

devel oped by the i nves t i gator to p rov i de add i ti onal  i n format i on abo u t  the 

parti c i pants i n  the studyo  Some of the quest i ons  were s u ggested by re­

searc h  re l ated to the questi on under study and noted earl i e r  i n  the re-

v i ew of l i terature s ect i on . Ot her q uest ions  el i c i ti ng other data were 

formul ated because  i t  wa s fel t  that the data were pert i nent to the exer­

c i s e .  A copy of  the General I nformati on Data Sheet i s  found i n  Append i x  

B .  

A Sca l e  for As s es s i nq Soc i o- Economi c Status  i n  S urvey Res earch . 

Rather than have each i nd i v i dual  g i ve h i s soc i o-economi c statu s , i n  wh i ch 

case  persons have a tendency to v i ew thems el ves a s  be i ng "mi dd l e-cl ass , "  

Charl es L .  Vaughan ' s  A Sca l e for Asses s i ng Soc i o - Economi c S tatus  i n  S u r­

vey Research wa s used . I t  i s  a fi ve questi on test wi th separate pa rts to 

three of  t he fi ve q u est i ons  and req u i res from two to three m i n u tes to 

compl ete . Vaughan says tha t 1 1 the i n i t i a l st imu l us  for the devel opment of  

the sca l e wa s the  need for a dev i ce that wou l d  p rov i de rel i ab l e and val i d  

soc i o-economi c g rou pi ngs  o f  peopl e i nterv i ewed o n  the street i n  sma l l p i ­

l o t researc h  studi es o " 36 The scal e was ori g i nal l y  des i gned for asses s i ng 

the soci o -economi c status of  home s i n  u rban terri to ry and  rural  v i l l ages 

3 5Ka hn and Cannel l state that they are g reat l y  i ndebted to Carl 
R. Ro gers fo r the concept of " contro l l ed non-di recti ve probi n g . "  Ka hn 
and Cannel l ,  p .  208 f"  

3 6Vau g han , p .  20.  
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i n  the Uni ted States . Data o bta i ned su bsequent to the constructi on of  the 

sca l e i nd i cate that i t  i s  al so useful  wi th farm homes . 37  

The  sca l e was c ho sen because  it  req u i res on ly  a sma l l amount of  

t ime to admi n i ster ,  req u i res  rel ati vely few i n structi ons , req u i res j ust  a 

smal l bl ock  of  space on the questi onna i re ,  i n  i ts or i g i nal u se  ch i l d ren 

cou l d  report t he perti nent facts , and becau se i t  d i fferenti ates between 

homes near the mi ddl e of the d i stri but i on of soc i o -economi c s tatus  as wel l 

as  between the very h i g h  and very l ow g roups . Va u ghan says that 

the fact that the sca l e d i st i ngu i shes  twel ve-po i nts  a l ong a conti n­
u um ma kes i t  poss i bl e  to  s tudy and  h i gh l i ght  certa i n rel at i onsh i ps  
not  Cl earl y V i S i bl e  Wi th  a fO Ur-po i nt SCa l e ( n A , n n s , n n c , n n on ) . 

• 

Use  of  a l l twel ve po i nts on the scal e • • •  makes i t  rel at i ve- · 
l y  s impl e to deri ve mathemati cal expres s i on s  of vari ous  rel ati on­
s h i p s - - s u c h  as  those  between tel evi s i on  set owners h i p ,  i nc i dence 
of Negroes , use of  certa i n brands of p roducts , knowl edge about  var­
i ou s  compan i es ,  etc . and soci o-economi c l evel . 

Re l i a bi l i ty and va l i d i ty .  Va l i d i ty of the sca l e i s  to some ex­
tent a s s u red by the manner i n  whi c h  i t  was constructed . Howeve r ,  
a cross -va l i dati onal  study resul ted i n  a Pearsoni a n correl at ion  
coeffi c i ent of  . 6 1 between i nterv i ewer rati ngs  of  soc i o-economi c 
s tatus and total scal ed scores . 

• • • • 0 • • • Q Q • Q 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 • 

Certa i n  rel ati on s h i ps  between scal ed scores and other  vari a bl es a l ­
so i nd i cate a h i g h  degree of  rel i a bi l i ty a nd val i d i ty of  the scal e .  
For examp l e ,  s tud i es  i nd i cate that t h e  fol l owi ng  vari a bl es  a re 
c l osel y rel ated i n  the expected d i recti on  to scal ed s co re s : med i an 
fami l y  i ncome , when geograph i c d i v i s i on i s  hel d constant ; percen­
tage of  Negro homes . I n  fact , the c u rves depi ct i ng t he rel ati on­
sh i ps  a re excepti onal l y  smooth for soci a l data . 38 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • o • • • • e • • • • • • 

37 Vau g han , p .  3 l p 

38va u g han , p .  3 1 . 



As i de from q uest ions  i n  the product f i el d ,  answers to q uest i ons  
i n  the soc i a l and pol i t i ca l  areas a l so s how the expected rel a ­
t i on s h i p s  t o  scal ed scores , i n  part i c u l a r ,  t h e  percentage o f  
persons who an swer ' ' don • t know" to quest i ons  i n  these area s .  39  

Procedures--Overvi ew 
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Th i s study con s i sts  of two separate though  c l ose l y rel ated pha-

ses : A su rvey phase  a nd an i nterv i ew phase .  I n  t he su rvey phase  301 sec­

ond and th i rd q uarter s tudents reg i stered at 3 i nst i tut ions  fi l l ed out  a 

test boo kl et whi c h  i nvol ved 2 ki nds of acti v i ty :  ( 1 ) the an swers o n  4 tests 

des i gned to mea s u re rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm ,  rel i g i ou s  confl i ct ,  anxi ety ,  

and soci o-economi c statu s , and  ( 2 )  answeri ng other questi ons  wh i c h woul d  

yi el d add i t i onal  data , bi ograph i cal and otherwi s e .  I n  the  i nterv i ew phase 

30 persons , 1 0  from eac h i n st i tuti on , who made certa i n  combi nat ions  of  

scores on  the  tests we re as ked to  pa rt i c i pate i n  a rev i ew and  confi rmat i o n  

o f  test scores a nd i n -depth d i scu s s i on of  t h e  pos s i bl e mean i ng of s u c h  

scores . 

Procedure s - - Su rvey Phase  
. ) 

Sampl e .  I n  the extens i ve phase the s amp l e con s i s ted of  a total 

of 301 students , 99  of whom atten ded UTK ,  1 00 of  whom a ttended H i wa s see 

Co l l ege , and  1 02 of  whom attended Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege .  These students 

were persons enrol l ed i n  Engl i s h  1 02 A,  B ,  E ,  H ,  J ,  X ,  N ,  taught by Pro­

fessors  Lowry , Da i l ,  L uther and S ti l es ,  at H i wa s s ee Col l ege ; Soc i o l ogy 1 5 1 0  

tau g ht by R .  G .  Perri n and Ms . Cathy Ri tte r ,  and So c i ol ogy 1 5 20 tau g ht by 

J i m  Lynxwi l er at  UTK ;  Engl i s h 1 02 A ,  B ,  C ,  D ,  E ;  at  Johnson  B i bl e  Col l ege 

39va ughan , p .  3 1 . 
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tau ght  by P rofessors  Beam a n d  Wheel er.  N o  attempt was made t o  randomi ze 

the s amp l e because  total popul at ions  are be i n g  used . Eng l i s h  i s  a re­

q u i red course at  H i wa s s ee Col l ege i f  the s tudent des i res to g raduate from 

the i nst i tu t ion  wi th  any type o f  degree or certi fi cate so a broad s pectrum 

of students enrol l i n  these c l asses . Soc i o l ogy 1 5 1 0 , 20 at UTK a re bas i c  

·cou rses  for anyone c hoo s i ng a majo r  i n  Soc i ol ogy and a l so may b e  ta ken to 

meet bas i c  curri cu l a r  requ i r�ments i n  the Co l l ege of L i bera l Arts . I n  

th i s  i n stance a l so a broad spectrum of  students s i gn fo r these c l a s s es . 

Engl i s h i s  req u i red i n  a l l the curri cu l a at Johnson B i b l e  Col l ege , there­

fore a broad spectrum of s tudents s i gn for these c l a s s es . The enti re 

samp l e  at the t hree i nst i tut i ons  were second and th i rd q uarter fres hmen .  

A total of  1 01 persons  a t  H i was see , 1 02 at  Johnson B i bl e Co l l ege, and 1 28 

at UTK for a total of  33 1 ; compl eted the su rvey . Removal  o f  non - fres hmen 

and non-Chri st i an persons res u l ted i n  the a bove l i sted fi g u res at the three 

i n st i tu ti o n s .  The sampl e was wei ghted i n  favor of fres hmen for the fol l ow­

i n g  rea sons wh i c h  are i nterrel ated : the fres hmen yea r i s  the l atter end of 

the adol escent peri od , a peri od wh i c h  Er i kson and Al l port , among  o thers , 

have referred to as  one  of d i ff i cu l ty ,  one du r i n g  wh i c h i denti ty i s  a ma­

j o r  i s sue  and rel i g i on i s  a " c ri s i s "  area ; the freshmen year i s  theo ri zed 

to be the t i me when adj us tment to the new and d i fferent col l ege env i ron ­

men t i s  t h e  most d i ffi cu l t .  

r1ethod of  acti on . I n  the extens i ve phase of  the study s tu dents 

i n  the a bove menti oned cl a s ses were admi n i stered Marti n and West i e ' s  Re­

l igi ous  Fundamenta l i sm Scal e ,  Funk ' s  Re l igi ous  Con fl i c t  Stal e ,  a s u bscal e 

of A S urvey of · Att i tudes Towa rd · Rel igi on and P h i l o sophy of  L i fe ,  Raymond 
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Cattel l ' s I PAT Sel f-Analys i s  Fo rmu l a ,  Vaug han ' s  A Sca l e for As ses s i ng So­

c i o :Ec6ho�i c · S tatus_, and  the General I h f6 rm�t ion Oat� S h�et � wi th  the i n­

tent bei ng , fi rst ,  to o bta i n  rel i g i o us fundamenta l i sm ,  rel i g i ou s  confl i ct ,  

and anxi ety scores ; second , to determi ne the soc i o -economi c status  o f  the 

s tu den t and  col l ect  certa i n b i ograp h i c a l  i nformat ion ; and , t h i rd , to col ­

l ect  data on soc i a l  c ha racteri st i c s .  Cro s s - referenc i ng of  t he fi nd i ngs  on 

the Re l igi ous  Fundamental i sm Scal e ,  the  Rel igi ous  Confl i ct Sca l e and  I PAT 

Sel f-Analys i s  Formul a  enabl ed the i nvesti gato r to estab l i s h categori es 

of h i g h and l ow s cores  i nvol vi ng each of the three maj o r  vari a bl es funda­

men ta l i sm ,  re l i g i ou s  confl i ct ,  and anx i ety . These categor i es were esta b­

l i s hed for the mo st  part to as s i s t i n  sel ect i ng persons  for the i nten s i ve 

phase ( i nterv i ew p ha s e )  of  the s tudy .  Person s  were to be c hosen from the 

categori es  of  h i g h  fundamenta l i sm score , h i gh rel i g i ous  confl i ct score and 

h i g h  anxi ety s cores ; h i g h  fu ndamental i sm s core , l ow confl i c t  s core and l ow 

anx i ety score ; l ow fundamenta l i sm socre , l ow confl i ct score , and l ow anx i ­

ety score . 

A su rvey boo kl e t  con s i s t i ng of the  a bove men ti oned tests and a 

cover l etter was compi l ed and  admi ni stered d ur i ng  a reg u l a r  c l a s s room pe- - · 

r i od i n  the W i n ter  Quarte r ,  1 980 , at  each of  the three i nst i tut i on s . The 

enti re su rvey req u i red approxi matel y 35 mi nutes to compl ete .  

The  p rocedu re was as  fo l l ows : A bri ef exp l anati on  of  the  s u r­

vey was made to each  g roup  after wh i c h  the bookl ets were d i stri buted and 

students marked the i r  answe rs . Fo l l owi ng  the test  o pportun i ty was g i ven 

for quest ions  and  d i scus s i on of  the tes t .  Ms . Ri tter i n  Soc i ol ogy 1 51 0  

at  UTK made th i s a compl ete l earn i ng experi ence for the  c l a s s ,  u t i l i z i ng 

the t i me fol l ow i ng  the s u rvey a s  wel l a s  t h i s i nves t i gato r  to d i sc u s s  the 
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theory and method of atti tude s u rveys . The i nvesti gator experi enced con­

s i derabl e d i ffi cu l ty i n  ga i n i ng acces s to students at  UTK fo r purposes  of 

the s u rvey .  The a s s i s tance o f  Dr . ' s  Do nal d P l och  and  Thomas C.  Hood and 

the Depa rtment of Soc i o l ogy at  UTK i s  g ratefu l l y  ac knowl edged i n  th i s re­

gard . I n  each  c l a s s  s urveyed the reques t was made that  the tests be ad­

mi n i stered in  the f i rst  part of  the pe r iod  rather than t he l as t  part and 

that  the reg ul a r  c l a s s room teac her be p resent and  g i ve a bri ef introduc-

tion of the p roceed i n gs . I t  was fel t that th i s wou l d hel p c reate an a t-

mos phere i n  wh i c h t he students wou l d con s i der ser i o u s l y  t he tes t i ng  pro-

ces s . A copy of  the tes t  boo kl et  i s  i nc l uded i n  Append i x  B a l ong  wi th  the 

cover l ette r .  

P rocedu res- - I n te rv i ew Phase 

The i nten s i ve phase of  the study con s i sts  of  a ser i es  of  t h i rty 

i ntervi ews des i gned to : l .  rev i ew and confi rm the fi n d i n g s  o f  t he survey 

phase  of  �he study ,  and  2 .  s u ppl y add i t i onal  and  i n  depth i n fo rmat ion  a bout 

the rel i g i ou s  confl i ct and concomi tant anxi ety , part i c u l arl y regard i ng the 

p rec i p i tat i ng  factor ( s ) i n  the confl i c t ,  manner of  confl i ct resol u t i o n , as  

wel l a s  a descri pti on of the anxi ety i n  terms o f  i ts overa l l effects on i n­

d i v i dual  behavi o r .  These fi n d i ngs  are presented by broad c atego ri es  of  re­

s ponse wi th  an attempt to genera l i ze concern i ng t he data i n  eac h ca tego ry .  
. . 

The i nterv i ew p hase  i s  v i ta l  to  the study and mo re tha n j u s t  a c hec k on 

data i n  each category o  An i mportant as pect of the whol e res earc h  p roj ect 

i s  to s ecu re i nfo rmati on  a bo u t  i nd i v i dua l  reacti on to rel i g i o u s  confl i ct 

and the concomi tant anx i ety .  
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Sampl e o  I n  the i n te rv i ew p hase  a total samp l e o f  3 0  s tudents 

was s el ected and  i n tervi ewed : 1 0  at  UTK , 1 0  at  H i was see Co l l ege  and  1 0  at 

Jo hnson B i bl e  Co l l eg e .  A strong attempt wa s made to secure i ntervi ewees 

i n  eac h  of  the fol l owi n g  categori es though the i nvest i gator wa s not suc­

cess fu l  i n  every i n stance : persons  wi th h i gh fundamenta l i sm scores , re­

l i g i ou s  confl i c t  score s , and anx i ety scores ; persons wi th  h i gh  fu ndamen­

tal i sm score s  but  l ow rel i g i ou s  confl i ct scores and anx i ety s co res ; persons 

wi th  l ow fundamenta l i sm scores and  h i gh re l i g i ou s  confl i ct s co res and  anx­

i ety scores ; and  persons  wi th l ow scores i n  each of the categor i es , funda­

menta l i sm ,  rel i g i ou s  con fl i ct ,  and anxi ety .  

Method o f  acti on . I nterv i ews were conducted i n  the o ffi ce of  

Cl arence McCal l ,  J r o , Ga rke r Learn i ng Center , H i wassee Col l ege , i n  Room 

204 , Cl ayton Educat i onal  Bu i l d i ng and the off i c e  o f  Dr . Karl Jost , at UTK , 

and t he offi ce  o f  Dr . Stanl ey McDan i el , Admi n i strat i on  B u i l d i ng ,  J o hnson 

B i bl e  Col l ege o  There wa s monetary i nducement fo r parti c i pat i o n  i n  the i n­

terv i ew at  Johnson  B i bl e  Co l l ege  and UTK but none at H i was see Col l ege . The 

i ntervi ewees were el ectron i ca l l y  reco rded . Al l s tudents were as ked to g i ve 

the i r  names and addresses  o n  the su rvey fo rms a s  wel l a s  to c hec k a s pace 

i nd i cati n g  wi l l i ngness  to part i c i pate i n  t he i ntervi ew p ha s e o  Sel ect i on 

of i nterv i ewees was from amo ng those who i nd i cated a wi l l i ng nes s to pa rti c i ­

pa te " No  a ttempt wa s made to contact any othe rs . The i nvesti gato r  wa s 

i nterested i n  the tone of  vo i ce ,  fac i a l expres s i on , and general react i on of  

the  student to  the q u est i ons  a s ked as  wel l as  the  an swers fo rmu l a ted to 

the quest i ons a Fol l ow i n g  each i nterv i ew ses s ion  the i ntervi ewer reco rded 

h i s rea c t i ons  concern i ng the ses s i o n  and these react i on s  were i ncorpo rated 
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i nto the  eval uat ion  and  wri te-up . Students at  UTK were contacted by tel e-

phone whi l e  t hose at Johnson  B i bl e  Col l ege and H i was see Col l ege were con­

tacted by ma i l .  P r i o r  to the i ntervi ews themse l ves the part i c i pants were 

tol d i n  genera l terms of the p ropo sed format of t he i n tervi ew,  to p i cs to 

be d i scus sed , and a s ked aga i n  as to the i r wi l l i ngness  to parti c i pate a s  

wel l as  permi s s i on to a l l ow thei r s ta tements t o  b e  recorded a n d  i nco rpora­

ted i n to the s tu dy .  

Each  i ntervi ew began wi th a br� ef reference to the i nfo rmat i on 

on the data s heet then moved to a val i dati on of  the sco res on the  va r i ous  

tests  i ncl uded i n  the  s u rvey .  Th i s  l atter p roced u re i nvol ved readi ng a l oud  

some of  the quest i ons  and  answers on eac h tes t whi c h wa s u sua l l y  su ffi c i ent 

st imu l i to get the s tu dent to d i scuss  the s u bj ects of rel i g i ou s  v i ewpo i n t ,  

rel i g i ous  confl i ct ,  a n d  anx i ety. I n  a few i nstances , however , th i s  was not 

s u ffi c i ent to s ti mu l a te conversati on , i n  whi ch case the i n terv i ewer resorted 

to a p repared l i st of questi ons  and  a s ked the person to formul a te answers 

to eac h one .  These quest ions  a re found in Append i x  A .  

Al l i nte rv i ews we re conducted by the au tho r .  I n  t he s ummer of 

1 97 9  a p i l ot study was done i nvol v i ng a freshman femal e  s tudent at H i was­

see  Col l ege  u ti l i z i ng t he s urvey and  i nterv i ew methods and  most  of  t he 

same i n struments l ater u sed i n  the actual study .  ( See Append i x C . ) Fo l ­

l owi ng  careful rev i ew of t he wri te-u p  and tape of  the s es s i o n  the s u perv i ­

s i ng- docto ral commi ttee deemed the wri ter • s  s ki l l s  a s  an  i ntervi ewer ade­

q ua te for the  p roject . At no t ime d i d  the i nterv i ewer feel i l l  at ease 

except perha ps  i n  work i n g  wi th the H i was see Col l ege students , persons 

whom he knew q u i te wel l a nd to whom he wa s known • .  The author encountered 

no d i ffi cu l ty at al l i n  s c hedul i ng i nterv i ews . 
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Method of ana lys i s  o f  i nte rv i ews . Al l tape record i n gs were 

revi ewed and care fu l l y  ana l yzed by the author . An a l ys i s  was done us i n q  

a n  i n ducti ve method dev i s ed by the i n vesti gator b u t  based pa rt l y  on 

procedures  s uggested by Ha vens . 39 

39Havens , " Course , "  p .  258 .  



CHAPTER I V  

I NTERV I EW PHAS E  

Intervi ew Procedures and Analys i s  of I ntervi e1;1ees • Scores 

As noted prev i o u s l y ,  1 0  persons from eac h  of  the 3 schoo l s were 

i nv i ted to parti c i pate i n  the i ntervi ews for a total of 30 students . Ev­

ery person contacted agreed to the i ntervi ew o  I nte rv i ews at Johnson B i bl e  

Col l ege were done on the even i ngs o f  March 2 6  a nd 27 ; fi ve persons each 

even i ng .  Th i s  schedul e  proved to be exhausti n g .  Three each eveni n g  wou l d  

have been enough . Students a t  UTK were i ntervi ewed on Apri l 1 9 , 22 , 24 , 

and 2 9 .  H i was see Col l ege students were i nterv i ewed on May 5 ,  7 ,  9 ,  1 3 ,  

1 5 ,  and 1 9 o Length of i ntervi ews ranged from 25 mi nutes  to 50 mi nutes at 

each of the 3 s choo l s .  

A careful study of Tabl e 1 revea l s the fol l owi ng  regard i ng i nter­

vi ewee scores . Confl i ct scores are as fol l ows : at H i wassee Co l l ege they 

range from a l ow of  7 to a h i g h  of 1 7  (of  a poss i bl e  2 2 ) ; at UTK from a 

l ow of  8 to a h i gh of 1 7 ;  at Johnson B i b l e  Co l l ege from a l ow of 1 0  to a 

h i g h  of 21 . Rel i g i ous fundamental i sm scores are as fol l ows : at H i was see 

Col l ege from a l ow of 6 to a h i gh of 1 8 ;  at UTK from a l ow of 4 to a h i gh 

of 1 7 ;  at Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege from a l ow of 1 1  to a h i g h  of 1 8 .  The anx­

i ety scores at the 3 schoo l s are as fol l ows : at H i was see Col l ege from a 

l ow of  26 to a h i g h  of  61 ; at UTK from a l ow of 32  to a h i g h  of 54 ; at 

Johnson B i bl e Col l ege from a l ow of 20  to a h i gh  of 55 . 

Further analys i s  of  i nterv i ewee scores reveal s the fol l ow ing : 

at  H iwas see 9 of the 1 0  anxi ety scores are i n  e i ther the " gett i n g  seri ous " 

or  .. a l ready seri ous  .. range and 6 of these 9 person s have fundamenta l i sm 
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School 

H i was see 
Col l ege 

Johnson 
B i b l e  

Col l ege 

UTK 

TAB LE 1 

REL I G I OUS CONFL I CT , REL I G I OUS FUNDAMENTAL I SM ,  
AND ANX I ETY SCORES O F  I NTERV I EWEES 

Student Sco res 
Number Rel . Fundamental i sm Re 1 . Confl i ct 

7 1 7  1 1  
1 1  1 8  1 6  
1 6  4 1 4  
1 7  1 6  9 
2 5  8 1 7  
28 1 8  1 3  
44 1 2  1 5  
5 2  1 8  1 7  
58 6 7 
8 3  1 5  , ,  

3 7  1 6  1 0  
44 1 8  1 3  
45  1 8  1 2  
48 1 6  1 2  
58 9 2 1  
68 1 5  , ,  
70 1 8  1 1  
76 1 8  1 4  
88 1 6  1 2  

1 02 , , 1 3  

2 4 1 2  
7 1 3  1 0  

2 3  1 6  1 2  
37 1 5  1 4  
39 1 6  1 3  
50  1 6  1 7  

1 00 1 5  8 
1 03 1 7  1 0  
1 06 1 3  8 
1 25 1 4  1 4  
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Anxi et:l 

42 
26  
61  
42  
40 
51  
61  
52  
46 
49 

52 
33 
47 
38 
55 
32  
45 
49 
37 
29 

49 
35 
50 
54 
54 
58 
51  
32 
43 
40 
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scores i n  the 1 2-1 8 ran ge ; 6 of  the 1 0  confl i c t  scores are i n  the h i g h  or 

h i g h  medi um range and 3 of  these 6 have fundamental i sm scores of 1 8  and 2 

of these 3 have anxi ety scores i n  the "a l ready seri ous"  rangeo  At UTK 9 of  

the 1 0  have rel i g i ous  fundamenta l i sm scores of  1 3  o r  a bove , 7 of  the  1 0  anx­

i ety scores are i n  the "a l ready seri ous 11 range and 6 of these 7 have funda­

mental i sm scores of  1 3  or a bove ; 4 of  the 1 0  con fl i c t  scores are i n  the 

h i g h  or  h i g h  medi um range al l 4 of whom have fundamental i sm scores of 1 4  

or  more a nd o f  the 4 ,  3 have anxi ety scores i n  the "a l ready seri ous 11 range . 

At Johns on B i b l e  Co l l ege 8 o f  the 1 0  i ntervi ewees have fun damental i sm 

sco res  o f  1 5  o r  above , 5 o f  the 1 0  anxi ety scores are i n  the "a l ready 

seri ous " ran ge , 4 of  the 1 0  con fl i ct scores are i n  the h i gh o r  h i gh 

medi um range and of the 4 ,  2 have anxiety scores i n  the "a l ready s eri ous " 

range . 

Summa ry and Fi ndi ngs 

I nformati on i n  the fol l owi ng section i s  presented by i n sti tuti o n o  

Fi rst , a summary of  the fi ndi ngs o f  the i n terv i ews conducted a t  each i n ­

sti tut ion , next a case study ,  fol l owed by concl u s i ons based o n  the summary 

and case s tudy for the i nsti tution . The secti on concl udes wi th efforts to 

rel ate the fi ndi ngs at  the three i nsti tutions . 

The spec i fi c purpose of the i nterv i ews was to l earn as muc h  as 

poss i bl e  a bout the i nd i v i dual ' s  rel i g i ous  confl i ct and how i t  had been re­

sol ved , anxi ety , each person ' s  understand i ng of h i s  rel i g i ou s  pos i t ion , 

and i f , as  had been hypothesi zed , d i scover i f  there were correl ati ons  among 

the vari a bl es rel i g i ou s  fundamental i sm ,  anxi ety and rel i gi ou s  confl i ct .  

The beg i nn i ng po i nt for each of  the i ntervei ws was a rev i ew of  the vari ous 

tes ts , the scores earned , and what exactl y the scores meant , a l l the wh i l e  
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l i s ten i ng for i nfo rma t ion  that  woul d answer the questions  i n  the study , 

sto pp i n g  q u i te often at  vari ous  po i n ts to p ro be , to a s k  fo r c l ar i fi cat i on , 

and req uest  add i t i onal  i n fo rma tion . One of  the mo st  revea l i ng i nte rv i ews 

a t  Johnson  B i bl e  Col l ege  became producti ve on ly  a s  res u l t o f  a comment 

made by the person a s  the ses s i on was end i n g o  The pe rson sat  bac k  down 

and the next fi fteen mi n utes were very producti ve  and revea l i n g .  

Summary and F i nd i ngs of I ntervi ews at Johnson Bi bl e  Col l ege 

The fol l owi n g  secti on s ummari zes the f ind i ngs o f  the i ntervi ews 

a t  Jo hnson B i bl e  Col l ege . 

Rev i ew of  qeneral i n formati on data s heet . Thi s  was of s i gni fi ­

cance because  certa i n  data i nc l uded therei n wa s to be used  i n  cal c u l ati ng  

corre l ati ons o Al so ,  though  a l l except 2 of the  students at  Johnson  B i bl e  

Co l l ege bel o ng e i ther to the Chri sti an Churc h  or  Churc h  of  Chri s t ,  2 i n­

terv i ewees reported thei r denomi nati onal members h i p as  1 1 Chri s ti an/Ch u rch of  

Chri s t , 1 1 a nd  it  wa s neces sary to  a scerta i n  what wa s meant by s uch  answer o 

Al l 1 0  i n tervi ewees revi ewed the data and sai d i t  wa s correct o Thi s a l so 

hel ped to esta bl i s h  rapport between i nterv i ewer and i nterv i ewee . 

Rev i ew o f  soci o-economi c status . When tol d the soc i o -economi c 

$tatus  score and wha t i t  mea nt i n  terms of soc i a l c l ass , some students 

d i d  no t thi n k  of  thems el ves a s  be i ng in that parti c u l a r  soc i a l c l a s s . 

The typ i ca l  response  wa s 1 1 I d i d  not thi nk  we ( my fami l y ) were that far u p  

o n  the scal e . 1 1 I t  i s  the wri ter ' s  op i n i on that for the mos t  part , howeve r ,  

t h e  res u l ts e l i c i ted by the test were accu ratea  
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Revi ew of  fun damen ta l i sm tes t .  N i ne of  the 1 0  s co res i nd i cated 

strong fundamenta l i s t l earni ngs . I n  fac t ,  one wou l d proba bl y have d i ffi ­

cu l ty l ocati ng  a non-fundamenta l i s t on the Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege Cam pus . 

One person wrote a t  the bo ttom o f  the re l i g i ous  fundamenta l i sm tes t ,  1 1 \�hat 

di d you expect to fi nd here at Johnson? 1 1 N i ne res pondents i nd i ca ted that 

the i r responses  were an  accurate statement of  the i r  rel i g i ou s  bel i efs . 

One pe rson mi s read one o f  the questi ons and thereby answered i t  i ncorrect­

l y .  The corrected s core wou l d  have been 1 5  rat her  than 1 1 . Seven persons  

scored the  max i mum 1 8 ,  wh i l e  the other 3 had  d i ffi cu l ty i nvo l v i ng i nter­

pretati on of  questi ons  8 and 9 .  

Rev i ew o f  rel igi ous confl i ct .  E i ght  i ntervi ewees a s serted that 

thei r res ponses  on  Funk • s  Rel igi ous  Confl i ct Sca l e were accura te represen­

tat i ons  of thei r op i n i ons , at  the t ime of the test ( Fa l l  Semeste r ,  1 97 9 ) . 

Out  of  a pos s i bl e  22 , scores rang ed from 2 1  to 1 0 ,  wi th a l l but  1 i n  the 

1 0-1 4 ,  or med i um range . One person noted that the s core earn ed wa s i n­

deed co rrect s i nce he was a 1 1 b i t undeci ded at  the t i me 11 he gave those an­

swers , 1 1 but  1 semester a t  Jo hnson B i bl e  Coll ege has  made me  more certa i n . 1 1 

(The i nte rvi ews were conducted i n  the Spri ng semes ter , 1 980 ) . The i nter­

v i ew reveal ed that for one person i t  Na s not so  much co nfl i ct over rel i ­

g i ous  i deas  as  i t  \'Jas  a react i on to anrl mi s unde rs tandi nq o f  the  1t10 rd " re ­

l i g i on . "  

A vari ety of i nteres t i ng  and revea l i ng data came from th i s d i s ­

cu s s i on o f  rel i g i ou s  confl i ct .  Four  pe rsons i nd i cated that the confl i ct 

i nvol ved do i ng what was ri ght rather than a debate over what wa s truth . 

One of  the fou r  rema rked , " I  know what I shou l d be but  I can • t  seem to do 
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i t . 1 1 Another 11 hope ( s ) that i n  the future my fa i th g rows s tronger and I 

l earn how to do what I know I s houl d do . My bel i efs wi l l  not change . 1 1 

Sti l l  another wants to do what i s  ri ght so as to pl ease the parents . One 

person sa i d that there i s  a ques ti on i n  h i s  mi nd as to the correctnes s of 

the teac hi ng of h i s  church ( Church of Chri st ) . 1 1 Are we ri ght or are the 

others ri ght? I n  some thi ngs other c hurches are more nea rly correc t ,  but 

I bel i eve the Church of Chri st  i s  cl osest to the way God woul d have us to 

bel i eve. 11 One person who scored fourteen on the tes t  rema rked , 1 1 I dec i ded 

to be perfectl y honest .  At times I questi on my bel i efs a l ot . 11 Another 

i ndi vi dual who has been a member of 3 di fferent denomi na ti ons i n  1 8  years 

i s  experi enci ng  confl i ct because she wants to be sure concern i ng her fa i th .  

She debates her early ba pti sm .  1 1 I need to s tudy and l earn a bout the fai th , 

but I do not do so . 1 1 

Educati on has contri buted s i gn i fi cantly to the rel i g i ous con­

fl i ct whi ch fi ve of the i ntervi ewees are now experi enc i ng .  One o f  the 

fi ve stated that educati on has l ed to questi on i ng i n  that 11 education  i n­

st i l l ed pri n i cp les  i n  me that l ed me to dou bt .  I a m  more settl ed now than 

I was i n  the begi n n i ng . 11 Sti l l  another who was rai sed i n  a home were re­

l i g i on was 11 do ' s  and don ' t ' s 1 1 and 11 Chri st  was a d i sci pl i nar ian 11 now sees 

rel i g i on as l ove and understand i ng as  wel l .  For anothe r ,  educati on i n  

h i gh sc hool l ed her to question her fai th .  When thi s happened she wou l d  

consu l t the B i bl e and 1 1Whatever i t  sai d that  was the way i t  was . 11 One per­

son scored 21 of a poss i bl e  22 . 1 1 I never thought seri ous ly  a bout rel i g i on 

before but now I want  to di scover i f  I am what I say I am , 11 s he remarked . 

Thi s i s  the resul t of strong  di sagreement wi th certa i n  col l ege rul es whi ch 
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tri ggered a deeper l evel of thought .  S he noted that  s he i n tends to  u s e  

the enti re s ummer of 1 980 to work through  the present confu s i on . 

Three persons i nd i cated an i n terest i n  and  a wi l l i n gnes s to d i s ­

cuss  re l i g i on , though  one sa i d  s he grew 1 1 i mpati ent  w i th those  who bel i eve 

d i fferentl y . � � 1 1 Someti mes I even s top  d i scuss i n g  because  i t  u psets me , 1 1 

s he s tated . One i n tervi ewee who sees the need to be 1 1 l ed l es s  by others 

and thi n k  mo re on my own , 1 1 says d i scu s s i ng rel i g i o n hel ps her to thi nk . 

1 1 I am wi l l i ng to l i sten to oppos i ng po i n ts of v i ew ,  thei r expl anati on , 

l earn mo re a bout  i t  to s ee i f  i t  i s  reasonabl e . 1 1 

F i ve i ntervi ewees d i scus sed the rol e  of  educa ti on and teachers 

i n  pa rti cu l a r  i n  hel p i n g  s tudents i nvesti gate thei r fai t h .  Three of the 

5 s a i d  that teachers have the o � i gati on to p resent potenti a l l y  cha l ­

l eng i ng i deas to s tudents but w ith  certa i n  restr i cti ons . One person noted 

that teac hers have the obl i ga t i on to present 1 1 even oppo s i ng i deas 1 1  but tha t 

s tudents shoul d be b ro ught up i n  t h i s  k i nd of teach i n q a nd  not j u s t  i n tro ­

duced to i t  i n  col l ege . Another s tated that 1 1 teacher and  educat ion  s hou l d 

ma ke you want to search for the truth . However ,  i f  a teacher  teaches 

th i ngs  that di s honor God you s hou l d  have him stra i g htened out or  get a new 

teache r . 1 1  St i l l  another sa i d ,  1 1 Yes , but i n  the C hri st i an  atmosphere where 

there a re materi a l s and  teachers to hel p you wo rk through  the q uesti ons . 1 1 

One i n te rvi ewee remarked that he wo ul d l i sten to a teacher who expres sed 

oppo s i ng i deas 1 1 i f  t he B i bl e  was not cl ear on the s u bj ect bu t i f  i t  was 

he wou l d  not l i sten . 1 1 

Rev i ew o f  anx i ety . Al l ten respondents fel t that the resu l ts 

of the I PAT test were accurate . Scores on the I PAT tes t  were s uc h  that 
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5 persons  were i n  the category of 11 average l evel of anxi ety11 and 5 were 

i n  the category where such scores are 1 1 found i n  only 1 of 20 cases . 1 1 At 

the t ime i t  was admi ni stered the test was not i denti fi ed as a measure of 

anxi ety . Duri ng  the i n terv i ew ,  however,  a l l were q u i te i nteres ted to 

l earn what t he test measured and the s i gn i fi cance of  the score . Al l i n­

tervi ewees were encouraged to comment on anxi ety as  i t  rel ated to the i r 

l i ves and , i f  the score i nd i cated suc h ,  to try to account fo r the h i gh  

l evel of  anx i ety , to comment on  the effects whi ch  they feel i t  had on  

thei r da i ly experi ence , and to tel l i f  th i s  anxi ety i s  i n  any way rel ated 

to thei r rel i g i ou s  experi ence/act i vi ty .  The person who made the l owest 

score on the test ( 29 )  sai d that he  does not 1 1 get real  hyper over thi ngs . 

I 1 m usual l y  very cal m .  At t imes , I get upset over thi ngs but I can con­

trol i t . 11 He does not feel that what anxi ety he does have i s  i n  any way 

rel ated to h i s  rel i g i ou s  experi ence . By h i s own admi s s i on he i s  not very 

open to new i deas . Some teachers have sa i d  thi ngs that caused h im  to 

thi nk about  h i s  rel i g i ou s  v i ews but none have caused h i m  any real anxi ety . 

Two persons who scored hi gh on the test ( 38 ,  45 ) stated that the anxi ety 

was rel ated to thi ngs other than rel i gi on .  I n  one case the anxi ety ( 38 )  

i s  rel ated to personal aggres s i veness wh i c h  seems t o  be rerated to the 

prodd i ng of parents . He wants to ma ke good grades and pl ease h i s  parents 

but fears that he .wi .l l d i sappo i n t  them as two o l der brothers have done .  

He  has defi n i te goal s and  has  l i ttl e pati ence wi th t hose who do  not  feel 

as he does . In another case the anxi ety ( 45 )  seems to be rel ated to a 

number of factors none o f  wh i c h  i s  rel i g i on .  He works ful l  t ime for John­

son B i bl e  Col l ege as  a pri nter .  Both the tra i n i n g  wh ich  he  recei ved from 

hi s mother at home a nd as a pri nter has made h im  a perfection i st  i n  h i s 
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wo rk . Some of  the work-study students whom he superv i ses at Johnson B i ­

bl e Col l ege u pset h im  wi th thei r unwi l l i ngness to do thei r best work .  I t  

i s  thi s wri ter ' s  opi n i on that hi s over-al l s i tuation contri butes to  the 

h i gh l evel of anx i ety--marri ed , worki ng ful l t ime ,  wi fe worki n g ,  both he 

and h i s wi fe are go i n g  to school , and cari ng for a ch i l d .  The i nte rvi ewee 

d i d  comment that he i s  changi ng  now , rel axi n g  mo re , ta k i ng i t  eas i e r  wi th 

h imsel f and wi th  others and that rel i g i on i s  hel p i ng h i m  to do thi s .  

Seven persons wi th a bove average to h i g h  anxi ety scores asserted 

that the anxi ety was i n  some way rel ated to rel i g i on .  Two of the 7 stated 

that the anxi ety had to do wi th the practi ce of rel i g i on .  " I  see the need 

to do what i s  ri g ht , but I have no real desi re to ; I can ' t  seem to bri n g  

mysel f a round to studyi ng and answeri ng the q uestions  that bother me , "  

sai d  one . Another remarked that ,  11 i t  had to do wi th petty thi ngs , l i ke 

temper , bad thoughts i n  my mi nd .  I don ' t  study s o  that I can answer the 

questi ons that  peopl e ask  a bout my fa i th .  I know I s houl d but I don ' t . 

I feel gu i l ty over thi s . 11 Three of the 7 i ntervi ewees rel ated the anx i e-

ty to re'l i g i ous  bel i efs . One stated that he i s  serious  a bout  rel i g i on and 

for that reason he "wants to know what i s  ri ght . " 1 1When probl ems ari se 

and I am not a bl e to thi n k  ·i t out I go wi t h  m v  feel i ngs . When I am not 

a bl e to thi n k  through a rel i g i ous  quest i on I swi tch i n to the 1 hyper 1 gea r . .  

Once i n  h i g h  school  I was tal k i n g  to thi s athei s t  and a l mo st l os t  ' my cool ! .  

The angu i sh l asted for a bout a day . "  Another i nterv i ewee remarked that 

s he feel s gu i l ty when s he hears new i deas a bout  rel i g i on .  S he experi ences 

cons i dera bl e angu i s h because thi s causes her to be unsure a bout her fa i th .  

The resu l ti ng angu i s h  never causes her to c ry ,  l ose  s l eep , o r  stop eati n g .  

Her m i nd i s  upset for a day o r  two . but that ' s  about al l .  The th i rd 
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i ntervi ewee who feel s very s ure about her rel i gi ous  v i ews says that i t  up-

sets her when peopl e  d i sagree wi th her rel i g i ous  i deas because s he feel s 

they are wrong . I f  i t  was a c l ose fri end who d i d  so s he wou l d  pro bab ly  

be  upset enough to  l ose  s l eep over it  but  not  otherwi se . 

Two i nterv i ewees have experi enced con s i derabl e anxi ety di rectl y 

rel ated to rel i gi ous  confl i ct .  The rel i gi ous confl i c t  was brought i nto 

focus  by di sagreement wi th some of the rul es at J ohnson B i bl e  Col l eg e ,  

dress  code and curfew. One person , wi th an anxi ety score of 55 and a 

confl i ct score of 21 ( of  a pos s i bl e  2 2 }  i s  now thi n k i n g  ser ious ly  about  

rel i g i on wherea s before s he never d i d  so .  S he  wants to know what s he 

bel i eves and why s he bel i eves . She feel s gu i l ty at  Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege 

11 S urrounded by al l these good peopl e1 1  and consequently tri es to cover i t  

up .  Throughout the i ntervi ew she kept sayi n g  that s he needed to  get away 

from peopl e and th i nk i t  through for hersel L The resu l ts o f  thi s turmo i l  

for her personal l y  have been cons i derabl e .  S he says that she  i s  not as 

respon s i bl e  as s he used to be . She experi enced a great depres s i on at  the 

start of the second semester , 1 980 , and duri ng th i s t ime s he wou l d  often 

stay up a l l n i ght  tal k i ng , wri ti ng  l etters , or read i ng , then s l eep through 

her cl asses the next day . As a consequence her grades went down and s he 

na rrowly avo i ded di ffi cu l ty w ith  the admi n i s trat ion  of the col l ege . Al so , 

duri ng  thi s t ime s he had a bad throat probl em whi c h  the doctor ' s  d i agnosed 

as 11 nervous , noth i n g  physi cal . "  Al l of th i s  s he d i rectly rel ates to the 

con fl i ct over rel i g i on rag i n g  i n  her l i fe.  

The second i ntervi ewee reports a s i mi l ar experi ence to the pre­

ced i ng . I n  fact , the two wen t  through the experi ence together, a l though 

it  was not nearly so i nten se for thi s  person .  I n  h i g h  school s he fel t the 
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need to do what others sa i d  and d i d  very l i ttl e thi n k i ng  on her own . Now 

s he wants to be l ed l ess  by others and to ma ke u p  her own m i nd .  Ru l es 

at Johnson B i bl e Col l ege , dress  code and curfew, have brought thi s  about.  

Too , certa i n  i deas of  the fa i th ,  certai n bel i efs , are upsetti n g  her and 

s he i s  currently worki ng to uderstand these and fi nd her own answers . Thi s 

cau sed heal th pro bl ems for her as wel l .  S.he went to the doctor fi rst se­

mester 1 97 9-80 wi th " stomach trou bl e" whi ch was di agnosed as nerves . She , 

too , sl ept through several cl asses after stay i ng up  al l n i ght  tal ki ng , 

readi n g ,  or  wri ti ng  l etters and l i kewi se narrowl y avoi ded di ffi cul ty wi th 

the admi n i stration  over thi s .  Thi s person seems to have resol ved her d i f­

fi cu l t i es better than her fri end and as of the i n tervi ew date pl ans  to re­

turn to Johnson B i bl e Col l ege for another year.  

Case  Study 2 ,  Dearon 

Dearon i s  an 1 8  year o l d femal e  from the s tate of Kentucky ,  a 

member and regul ar attender of the Churc h  of Chri s t  for a bout 2 years , and 

at the t ime of the i nterv i ew a second semester freshman at Johnson B i bl e  

Col l ege. S he i s. 1 of 2 c h i l dren i n  a fami l y  that on the soc i o-economi c 

scal e ran ks i n  the upper-mi ddl e cl as s .  Dearon was a good student i n  h i g h  

school and " had better than a B average on ha rd subj ects l i ke Phys i cs and 

Math . "  Whi l e  at home s he enjoyed cons i derabl e freedom to come and go as  

s he pl eased so l ong  as she di d not  stay out  "much  pa st mi dni g hV1 and  her 

pa rents knew that s he wa s wi th a good group of fri ends and " i n  a safe 

pl ace . " Her home c hu rc h  has approxi mately  85 members and s i nce j o i ni ng 

Dearon has been an  enthus i ast i c  partic i pant , espec i al l y  acti ve i n  the 

youth program . Dea ron came to Jo hnson B i bl e  Col l ege qu i te undec i ded about 
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what s he wanted to do i n  the future thi n k i ng that perhaps s he coul d ma ke 

up her m i nd whi l e  at schoo l . 

L i fe and s tudy at Johnson B i bl e Col l ege has been a di sappo i nt­

i ng as wel l as upsetti ng  experi ence for Dearon . A rel i g i ous  confl i ct 

score of  2 1  and an anxi ety score of 55  i ndi cated both a . h i gh l evel of 

anxi ety and a great deal  of i ndec i s i on regard i ng matters of rel i g i on .  

Both o f  these have s urfaced onl y recentl y i n  her l i fe .  The i nterv i ew re­

veal ed that  the two , anxi ety and rel i g i ous  confl i ct ,  were defi n i tel y re­

l ated . Dearon ' s  rel i g i ou s  bel i efs have not been c hal l enged by any of her 

cl assroom experi ences . No one has presented any d i sturbi ng  new theori es 

or  poi nts of  v i ew. The carefu l l y  control l ed atmosphere at  Johnson has 

proved to be her undo i ng • .  Ru l es ,  many of wh i c h  s he cal l s  11 petty11 , have 

caused her to reasses s her whol e rel i g i ous perspecti ve : curfew at 1 0 : 1 5  

p . m .  and that means i n  the do rmi tory and qu i e t ,  not al l owed to l eave the 

dormi tory unti l after 6 : 00 a .m .  i n  the morn i ng ,  no s ho rts may be worn 

wi thi n a 70 mi l e  radi u s  of the col l ege , bl ue j eans must be worn when pl ay­

i ng tenn i s ,  dresses wi th s l i ts may not exceed 3 i nches a bove the knee , and 

di scri mi nation  i n  favor of the mal e student .  As res ul t ,  Dearon  i s  now 

thi n ki ng seri ous ly  a bo ut re l i g i on ,  s he i s  reas ses s i ng her val ues . 1 1 I 

want  to di scover i f  I am what  I say I am . I am tru l y  i nvesti gati ng  rel i g i ­

on . 1 1 She fi nds hersel f dou bt i ng a l ot now whereas not so  much before . 11 I 

try to h i de i t .  I n  the mi ddl e o f  Johnson s urrounded by al l these good peo­

pl e I feel gui l ty over i t . I try to cover i t  up . 11 Dearon remarked that 

s he fel t  the need to get away where s he can be a l one and th i n k  thi ngs 

throug h .  A t  the t ime of the i nterv i ew s he coiTITlented that 1 1 i n  a bout  3 o r  

4 days we have a wee k ' s  vacat ion comi ng and I can ' t  wa i t  to get out of  



here . "  A b i t l ater s he expres sed the hope that " i n  the Summer of  • so I 

can thi n k  through by rel i g i ous i deas . I want to do some research , be 

al one , and arri ve at some concl u s i ons . 11 

7 7  

Al l of thi s di s tu rbance over rel i g i ous i deas has  had some very 

defi n i te effects on Dearo n .  Beg i nn ing  a bout the " th i rd wee k o f  the ( sec­

ond ) semes ter , "  somet ime near the end of January ,  s he experi enced severe 

depress i on .  She had di ffi cul ty eati ng , s l eepi ng , even devel oped troubl e 

wi th her " throat burn i n� "  wh i ch her docto r d i aqnosed as " nerves, noth i ng 

phys i cal . "  Dearon and a fri end who was hav i ng  muc h  the same troubl e as 

s he at the t ime ,  began s tay i ng up  n i g hts tal k i n g ,  read i ng ,  wri t i ng l etters , 

and then sl eepi ng . through the i r c l asses the fol l owi ng  day .  The two of 

them fel l behi nd in the i r stud ies and were soon i n  troubl e wi th the ad­

mi n i strati on over cl ass  a bsences . Al though the s i tuati on had i mproved 

somewhat by the t ime of the i n terv i ew near the end of Marc h ,  Dearon sa i d  

that s he probab ly  woul d not return to John son  for the 1 980-8 1 school year.  

Dearon • s  fundamental i sm score of n i ne as wel l as the di scus s i on of 

bel i efs i n  the i nterv i ew s howed that s he was not a stri ct fundamental i st .  

I n  her cas e s he came t o  a strongly fundamental i st educati onal i nsti tuti on 

bel i ev i ng  that s he woul d be con fi rmed i n  her bel i efs and rel i g i ou s  prac­

t ice .  S he stated that s he chose Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege because i t  was a 

rel i g i ou s  school . Di sturbance over i deas about the B i bl e  and theol ogy 

were not the beg i nn i ng  poi nt for Dearon • s  reassessment of  rel i g i ous  bel i ef .  

I ns tead , d i sagreement over rul es was the thi n g  that tri g gered her thought 

processes . I n  thi s i ns tance t he control l ed atmosphere whose purpose was 

to confi rm the student i n  hi s bel i ef served an a l together d i fferent pur­

pose .  It  d i sturbed the  s tudent and thereby brought about the  reasses sment 
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of bel i ef o  I n  the case o f  the other you ng  l ady who s hared so muc h o f  

Dearon ' s  experi ence , t h e  effect was somewhat d i fferent o The d i s turbances 

di d not l ead to reasses sment of bel i ef and s he l ater sa i d  that s he d i d  

pl an to return to Johnson i n  the Fa l l  o f  1 980 . 

Dearon ' s  rel i g i ous  pos i ti o n  i s  qu i te unusual o S he fee l s  s trong­

ly  a bout the Chri sti an fa i th ,  so much so in fact that s he 1 1Woul d not l et 

others bel i eve as  they wanted to bel i eve . ( I ) wou l d  l i ke to reason wi th 

others about rel i g i on ,  try to persuade them to accept the Chri sti an rel i ­

gi on . ( I ) feel obl i gated to try to do so . 11 Neverthel ess , s he demonstra­

ted that s he was not i nfl exi bl e in  her rel i g i ou s  pos i ti on o  I t  i s  wel l to 

note that the s tri ct fundamental i st theo l o gy as medi ated to her i n  the 

cl assroom di d not prove upsett i ng , but onl y when i nterpreted as curfew 

hou rs , dress code , sexual d i s crimi nation , and the l i ke .  

Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege : Summary 

Students at Johnson B i bl e Col l ege represen t  a very sel ect group 

of i nd i v i dual s o  Mos t  of the students ( and fi nanci al  support ) come from the 

Chri sti an Church  or Churc h  of Ch ri s t · a nd can . ri � htly be c l assed as  re ­

l i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sts . There are few surpri ses so far a s  regul ati ons 

and requ i rements are concerned fo r those who enrol l at Johnson B i b l e  Col ­

l ege .  Brochures and other materi al  are ve ry expl i c i t  i n  setti ng forth 

the requ i rements for s tudents at Johnson B i bl e  Col l egea As i s  true i n  

many i nstances , however , once enrol l ed l i vi n g  and functi on i ng i n  the sys­

tem someti mes becomes a b i t  di ffi cul t .  Three of the 1 0  i ntervi ewees ex­

�ressed d i sagreement wi th certa i n regul ati ons and practi ces at the school . 
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One of  the 3 persons di sagreed wi th the l ong prayers 11 l as t i ng someti mes 

20 mi nutes , 11 i n  the Chapel serv i ces . 

The educati on experi ence at  Johnson B i b l e  Co l l ege , whether i n­

s i de o r  outs i de the cl assroom , i s  careful ly  des i gned to confi rm and bol ­

s ter the s tudent i n  h i s  rel i g i ous l i fe and thought .  Not  one  of the i nter­

vi ewees sai d anyth i ng  about heari ng i deas or di scuss i on s  i n  the c l ass-

room wh i c h  chal l enged or upset h i s rel i g i ous  fai th . Fi ve i ntervi ewees 

di d say that education  had contri buted to the rel i g i ou s  con fl i ct they 

were currentl y  experi enc i ng but then went on to expl a i n that thi s con­

fl i c t  i s  not of  the sort where the i nd i v i dual fi nds the whol e frame-

work of h i s Chri sti an fai th under attack .  Rather i s  it  one  where the 

person reports re-exami n i ng and vi ewi ng  rel i g i ous  i deas from a di fferent 

perspecti ve . Cou rse offeri ngs and col l ege personnel are carefu l l y  cho-

sen wi th an eye toward confi rming  the student and hel pi n g  h i m  to grow i n  

h i s  Chri sti an  understandi ng  rather than causi ng  h i m  to questi on h i s  re­

l i g i ou s  fa i th .  The strong rel i gi ous confl i c t  and anxi ety whi ch  one person 

reported that s he was experi enci n g ,  was prec i pi tated by a di sagreement over 

certai n rul es and regu l ati ons of the Col l ege . As resu l t s he was re-examin­

i ng her bel i ef structure . One  other person reported a s i mi l ar experi ence 

thoug h  not qu i te as l on g  l asti ng as the fi rst . Fi ve i ntervi ewees asserted 

that teachers and educati on have an obl i gati on to presen t 1 1 potenti al ly  

chal l engi n g  i deas to students 11 , but  these persons had  reference to  di ffer­

ent rel i g i ous  i deas or d i fferent rel i g i ous  expl anati on s  for B i bl i cal  or 

theo l ogi cal  i s s ues .  Not one i ntended that an i ns tructor be so bol d  as to 

suggest that the worl d came i nto exi stence i n  any other way than that 
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creati on of man .  
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The causes of anxi ety d i scovered among Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege 

stu dents a re s i mi l ar i n  some respects to the cau ses of anxi ety found among  

other s tudents : urg i ng of parents for the student to make good grades , 

fear of  d i sappo i nti ng  parents , des i re to succeed , and the fea r of fai l ure . 

Seven persons d i d  l i n k  the anxi ety score i n  some way to rel i g i on ,  whether 

bel i efs or practice .  Thi s does not seem unusual i n  l i ght  of the s i tuati on 

i n  wh i ch they l i ve and study , where there are constant remi nders and urg­

i ngs  to confo rm  i n  rel i g i ou s  practi ce and bel i efs , to grow s tronger i n  the i r 

rel i gi ous fa i th ,  and to engage i n  rel i g i ous evangel i sm .  The one case i n  

wh i ch both  the anxi ety score and the confl i ct score were very hi gh  and by 

the students own admi s s i on were rel ated , i s  the c l a s s i c  exampl e  of the 

person who accepts the rel i g i ous  fa i t h  wi thout a great deal  of  thought , 

practi ces i t  devotedl y ,  aga i n  wi thout ask i ng  i s  i t  correct or  i ncorrect , 

and then have some s i tuati on prec i pi ta te a re-exami nati on of  the tenets of 

the fa i th ( i n  th i s  i ns tance i t  was the rul es and regul ations  at Johnson 

B i bl e  Col l ege ) whi c h  i n  turn throws the person i nto a turmoi l .  

The percentage of  persons at Johnson B i bl e Col l ege experi enc i ng 

., acute rel i g i ous cri s i s , ., 1 0  or pos s i b ly  20% i s  genera l ly  i n  keepi n g  

wi th the f i ndi ng o f  Al l port who s uggests that the 11Cri t i ca l  rel i gi ous 

concern .. of s tudents may be 11 even more wi despread 11 than the 1 2% 

s uggested by Havens . l 

lAs reported by Al l port , 11 Cri s i s , 11 p .  300 . 
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Summa ry and F i nd i ngs o f  I ntervi ews at The Un i vers i ty of · Tennessee , Knoxvi l l e 

The fol l owi n g  s ecti on s ummari zes the fi nd i ngs  of  the i nte rv i ews 

at UTK .  

Rev i ew of  qenera l i nformati on s heet . The i ntervi ewees we re 

a s ked to rev i ew the general i n format ion provi ded , veri fy i t ,  and  compl ete/ 

c l ari fy t he data " Th i s bri ef  peri od hel ped to e stabl i s h a congen i a l at­

mos phere i n  whi ch  both  i nterv i ewer and i n terv i ewee cou l d functi on wel l o  

No one made any correc t i o n s  to the i n formati on a l ready prov i ded o 

Rev i ew o f  soc i o-economi c status s core . N i ne of  the ten i n ter­

vi wees s tated that i n  thei r opi n i on the  test  was an accurate i nd i cati on 

of the i r soci o-economi c s tatus . The one d i ssenti ng  vo i ce ,  when tol d wha t 

the l 3  s core i nd i cated , rema rked , "No , that ' s  too h i g h o  My fami l y  i s  defi ­

n i te ly  mi ddl e c l ass , very mi ddl e c l ass . "  I n  the op i n i on o f  th i s wri te r  

the test res u l ts are accurate o 

Rev i ew o f  fundamen ta l i sm test .  Upon revi ew a l l ten i ntervi ewees 

s a i d  that the test res u l ts were accurate o One pe rson i nd i cated di ffi cu l ­

ty i nterpreti ng  ques t i on 7 ,  " The i dea of  l i fe after death i s  s i mp l y  a 

myth 0 " One person commented , " I  am fundamenta 1 i s t  i n  bel i ef ,  but 1 i bera 1 

i n  practi ce o Th i s wi l l  c hange , however ,  as  I see mys el f becomi ng  a s tri ct  

Cathol i c  i n  the  future o "  Al l ten i nterv i ewees were i nterested to know , 

"What i s  a fundamenta l i s t ? "  and  i n  each i n stance an exp l anati on  wa s made . 

Too , each  was tol d tha t i n  no way i s  the tes t  s co re to be construed as a 

val ue j udgemen t but  a s  a means  to pl ace h i m/ her  on a rel i g i ous  bel i ef con­

ti nuum . One i nte rv i ewee s tated " My rel i g i ou s  be l i efs have c hanged over 
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the pas t  three yea rs and w i l l  cont i nue to do so as  I matu re . Ri g h t  now 

I ' m u ncerta i n  i n  some areas of  re l i g i on but th i s does not bother me • •  

I l oo k  to the churc h ,  fri ends , pri est ,  parents as  o pportun i ty to s ha re 

i deas a nd g row . 1 1  Ano ther remarked that 1 1As you mature so  wi l l  you r  be­

l i efs . You  wi l l  begi n to th i n k  mo re real i s ti cal l y  . • • .  You have to s how 

me tha t new i deas a re good before I wi l l  change . 11 Three i n tervi ewees fo re­

saw 1 1 l i tt l e i f  any c hange i n  rel i g i ous  bel i efs i n  the nea r future . 1 1 One 

person noted that her rel i g i ou s  bel i efs have not c hanged i n  the l as t  4 

o r  5 years and  s he does not foresee any change . Another commented that 

her fa i t h  has become stronger s i nce comi ng to UTK and s he sees hersel f 

1 1 becomi ng  more fundamenta l i s t  i n  the  fu tu re . 1 1 

Rev i ew of  re l i gi ous  confl i c t .  The  ten i ntervi ewees s a i d tha t  

thei r rel i g i ou s  confl i ct scores  we re correct .  Al l ten scores were i n  the 

med i um or h i g h  range . One person sa i d  that h i s ambi val ence towa rd rel i g i on 

i s  not  as  g reat now a s  i t  used to be . Three i n tervi ewees commen ted that 

the confl i ct wa s between bel i ef and  pract i ce .  1 1 I do the very th i ng s  I 

was brought  u p  to bel i eve  are wrong , 1 1 sa i d one person . I n  t h i s i n stance 

i t  ha d to do wi th sexual  contact . Sti l l  ano ther rema rked , 1 1 rel i g i o n  d i s ­

turbs me when I d o  not  l i ve u p  t o  the best  th i ngs , when I d o  not  do  the 

rel i g i ou s  p ract i ces I s hou l d :  pray , read the B i bl e ,  go to t hu rc h . 1 1 

F i ve i n tervi ewees a s se rted that educati on  p l ays or has p l ayed 

a s i gn i fi can t rol e i n  the i r rel i g i ous confl i ct .  The comments  of one per­

son i n  th i s  regard are most  i nfo rma t i v e .  Two c l a s ses , one i n  pa rti c u l a r ,  

chal l enged her rel i g i ous  concepts , 1 1 S hoo k her fa i th , 1 1 so muc h  so that  s he 

had to d i s c u s s  the i deas  wi th  a paren t .  S he had been tau ght  never to dou bt 
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so when these confl i c t i n g  i deas came her way s he was greatl y di s turbed . 

" I t  s tarted me to thi nk i ng  seri ously . "  She remarked that s he cou l d  not 

bel i eve that al l her l i fe "a l l those sweet ol d l ad i es i n  Sunday School 

and preachers had h i dden thi ngs from me . I fel t decei ved . When the new 

i deas came I d i d  not know what to bel i eve . I had to search for 

some answers . I now have reasons fo r bel i ev i ng as I do . My fa i th i s  a 

more rati onal fai th . "  

When as ked to name those · courses where s u bj ect matter or cl ass  

proceedi ngs di s turbed thei r rel i g i ous iDeas the mos t ,  9 of  1 0  i ntervi ewees 

l i sted Geol ogy ,  Engl i s h  ( "Where the teacher pres ented a Freud i an v i ew of 

sex and put women i n  thei r pl ace" ) ,  Worl d Rel i g i ons , Western C i vi l i zation , 

Astronomy , Botany , Ph i l osophy ,  and Soc i o l ogy ,  whi l e  Geol ogy was menti oned 

more often than any of the others . The i s sue of the manner of creati on 

of the uni vers e ,  whether i t  occurred accord i n g  to the way descri bed in the 

B i bl e  or  i n  some other way , caused more probl ems for these students than 

any other.  One person no ted that the di scuss ion  of  the euchari st  i n  West­

ern C i v i l i zati on "chal l enged her , s hook her fa i th . "  

E i ght i ntervi ewees stated i n  very strong terms thei r bel i ef that 

i t  i s  i ndeed the rol e of  educati on to chal l enge the student .  However , many 

of those persons who commented i n  thi s rega rd i s s ued a word of cauti on that 

the overal l wel fare of  the s tudent must a l ways be kept i n  mi nd .  One  stu­

dent  asserted , " I t i s  good to be uncerta i n  at t imes , i t  hel ps you grow. 

You need to be chal l enged , s ha ken i n  your bel i efs . You must be carefu l , 

however , not to cause a brea kdown i n  the person especi al l y  i f  the i deas 

are di fferent from those of hi s fami l y ' s . "  Another student s tated tha t ,  

" educati on s houl d expose the student to a s  many d i fferent po i nts of  v i ew 
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as poss i bl e ,  even i f  i t  di sturbs the person . "  Yet another remarked that 

educat ion s houl d " chal l enge students even i f  i t  i s  upsetti ng  to them . One 

day i n  cl as s I sa i d ,  ' I t hurts to thi n k  l i ke that . ' I was d i s turbed but 

i t  fel t good . "  One person , after stati ng i n  very strong  terms that "edu­

cat i on i s  to ma ke you wonder ;  i t ' s  good for you , "  sa i d ,  " i n  the future I 

wi l l  choose those cou rses that ma ke me thi n k . " 

Al l those students who addres sed the questi on supported the i dea 

that teachers i n  any f ie l d ,  when deal i ng wi th topi cs i n  h i s particu l ar 

area , s hou l d present al l expl anati ons and po i nts of  v i ew even though  one 

or  mo re m i g ht wel l offend the rel i g i ous sens i bi l i ti es of some s tudent ( s ) .  

Al ong th i s  same l i ne ,  seven i nterv i ewees sa i d  they are of the opi n i on that 

teachers have an  obl i gation  to present  al l po i nts of v i ew on al l i s sues , 

espec i al l y  rel i g i ou s  i s sues , even though some s tudents are upset i n  the 

proces s .  One person s a i d  " the teacher s hou l d s how you al l po i nts of v i ew 

on a top i c , but shoul d not use the cl assroom as  a p l atfo rm .  Students 

need to be expo sed to a 1 1  k i nds of i deas but not have any i mposed on them . " 

Another remarked that i f  t ime permi ts the " teacher s houl d cover a broad · spec­

trum of i deas .  I f  not , then present a mi ddl e of the road opi n i on .  Stu-

dents must al ways have the ri ght to vo i ce thei r opi n i ons . "  Sti l l  another 

sa i d  that " teachers s hou l d  present major  v i ewpo i nts and l et the student 

ma ke up  h i s  own m i n d ,  even i f  i t  means upsetti ng the s tudent . • The tea-

cher s houl d be careful how he bri ngs up controvers i a l  i ssues and not do 

so i n  a vol ati l e  way . Ma ke sure he does not endorse any parti cu l a r  v i ew .  

Let the student deci de . 1 1 
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One student remarked that 11 teachers s hou l d present poi nts that 

ma ke you quest i on rel i g i on , ra i se questi ons i n  the s tuden t • s  mi nd . I 

wou l d apprec i ate a teacher who di d that. However ,  teac hers s houl d not 

purposel y antagon i ze s tudents . .. 

Onl y  one i n tervi ewee had anythi ng derogato ry to say a bout tea­

cher atti tude toward rel i g i on at UTK .  Her comment was , 11 Some teachers at  

UT are 1 down on  rel i g i on • so I ta ke what they say wi th a grai n of sal t .  

I real l y  pi ty these peopl e . .. None of the other i n terv i ewees had anythi ng 

to say on th i s  matter even when questi oned d i rect ly .  

Al l i n tervi ewees were as ked how they woul d handl e a cl assroom 

s i tua ti on where the materi al  or teac her comments upset thei r rel i g i ous  

bel i efs . Woul d you speak out  i n  cl as s ?  Two sa i d  they wou l d not  say any­

thi ng .  Seven persons sa i d  they woul d  ei ther speak up i n  c l ass or  say 

somet h i n g  to the i nstructor afterwards . One i ntervi ewee sa i d  1 1 i n  West­

ern Ci v i l i zati on I fel t the need to say , 1 Hey , you • re wrong . • n  Another 

remarked , 11 I woul d s uppl ement what the teacher j u s t  sa i d .  I woul d try to 

spea k to the i ns tructor after c l as s ,  but i f  I got no resu l ts then I woul d 

say somethi ng to the whol e cl as s . 11 1 1 I woul d l i sten carefu l l y  to the tea -

c her , .. sa i d  another , 1 1 l et h im  tal k so I woul d be sure of  my ground . Then 

I wou l d s peak pri vatel y wi th the teac her . I f  th i s d i d  not get resul ts I 

woul d  speak out  i n  cl ass . 1 1 

Students were as ked to hypothes i ze how they woul d an swer ques­

ti ons on a test wh i ch as ked for materi al that contrad i cted thei r rel i g i ous 

bel i efs . The u sual answer was ,  11 I woul d  wri te down what the teacher wanted . . . 

One person commented , 11 I woul d  say • th i s  i s  the answer but I do not bel i eve 

i t . • Then I woul d wri te my own bel i efs and opi n i ons  i n  the marg i n and 
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i dent i fy them as my be l i efs . "  T\-JO i nterv i ewees commen ted that they mi ght 

drop the course i f  i t  became oppress i ve .  

Rev i ew o f  anxi ety.  Al l 1 0  i nterv i ewees fe l t  that the I PAT test  

had accura te l y  mea s u red the i r  anxi ety l eve l s .  Scores  ranged from 32  to 

5 8 .  Tv10 persons  had a verage to h i gh average l evel of anxi ety ,  2 had 

seri o u s  anx i ety , and  6 had s cores that occur i n  onl y " 1  out  of 20"  cases . 

At the t i me of  the s u rvey the test was not i denti fi ed a s  a mea s u re of  

anxi ety .  Al l i ntervi ewees were i n teres ted to l ea rn what  the  tes t measured . 

None seemed s u rpri s ed , howeve r ,  at  h i s score on the test .  Al l were a s ked 

to d i s c u s s  anx i ety as i t  rel ated to them and account  for the anxi ety i nd i ­

cated by the  score . One person whose score wa s average d i d  no t d i s c u s s  h i s 

anx i e ty but  the other n i ne i nterv i ewees d i d .  One of the 9 sa i d  tha t a bout  

the  t ime he  too k the  test  he  had  a fi ght at  wo rk and that  a good fri end 

had s hot  h i msel f .  Ano ther person rel ated the anx i ety to recent  events i n  

her l i fe when s he l eft schoo l , wen t  to work a t  a resort , l a i d  rel i g i on 

a s i de , and " j u s t  went wi l d . " " I  used to be a very contro l l ed person , wel l 

orga n i zed but no t now , however .  I have trou bl e s l eep i ng and  eat i ng . "  

Three persons  s a i d  they were very anx iou s  and had been so for q u i te some 

t i me now . One o f  the 3 descri bed hersel f as " h i gh l y  anx i ous . "  Peop l e  

and  school get to her .  " I  d i dn ' t  l oo k  forwa rd to col l ege .  I o n l y  came to 

co l l ege to get  a better j o b  and  better my pos i t i on i n  l i fe . " Much of the 

t ime s he i s  very ten s e .  She ta kes medi cat ion  for her cond i t i on . Recen tly 

s he l o st her purse conta i n i ng her med i c i ne and wa s thrown i n to a near pan i c .  

Another remarked tha t s he i s  " natura l l y  hyper .  I am bored ea s i l y .  I 
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us ua l l y  daydream i n  l on g  c l as s es . .. She l i kes acti v i ty - w i th l ots of peopl e 

around , and has an i no rdi nate fear  of 1 1 S upernatural thi ngs . 1 1 S he became 

very anxi ous i n  one c l ass  as they were d i scuss i n g  the Chri st ian  concept 

of euchari st .  The i ntervi ewee fel t ,  howeve r ,  that her  great anxi ety on  

th i s  occas i on was not so  much due to confl i ct i n  rel i g i ou s  bel i ef but to 

her general i nsecuri ty about al l new d i fferent th i ng s .  The thi rd i nter­

vi ewee sees a defi n i te connection between rel i g i ous  confl i ct and h i s anx­

i ety . He feared that at  the t ime he came to col l ege 11 h i s  bel i efs were 

not as wel l pl anted as they s hou l d be and that they mi g ht not sta nd . 1 1 For 

th i s  reason he questi oned comi ng to col l ege . As th i ngs have turned out ,  

however ,  thi s i s  a real advantage 1 1 because I am very wi l l i ng to stand i n  

cl ass  and express my op i n i on . 1 1 One i ntervi e wee i s  very i ns ecure , but i s  

una bl e to account for i t . She sees no rel ationsh i p between her anxi ety 

score and rel i gi ous  confl i ct .  Another i nterv i ewee sees a rel ati ons h i p  be­

tween the anxi ety score and concern to make good grades to p l ease  her 

parents and hersel f .  She recal l s  an i nc i dent i n  h i gh  school when a d i s­

cus s i on of evol uti on i n  B i o l ogy cl ass resu l ted i n  great angu i s h for her 

and several c l assmates . 

One i ntervi ewee with a score af  54 attri butes the score a l most  

enti rely to  concern over rel i g i on .  Her great desi re i s  1 1 to change , 1 1 and 

be a 11 true Chri sti an , 1 1 a desi re that began a bout 3 yea rs ago , at age 1 5 . 

She worri es that somehow she wi l l  never 1 1change . 1 1 S he tal ks to hersel f 

about thi s  anxi ety to change a nd her m ind wanders i n  c l ass  as  she thi n ks 

about i t. Thoughts of  i t  keep her awake at n i ght and tal ks wi th fri ends 

do not seem to hel p .  She runs track for the u n i vers i ty and l atel y has 

experi enced bad stomach pa i ns .  Exami nati ons have reveal ed nothi ng except 
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worry as the cause of the troubl e .  She  stated that s he has searched ev-

erywhere for thi s des i red 1 1change. 1 1  Ph i l osophy cl ass  and Soc i o l ogy cl ass 

have d i s tu rbed her rel i g i ous  i deas , suggested ques ti ons and answers that 

never before occurred to her , and she has wel comed these as pos s i bl e so­

l uti on to her probl em ,  but so far nothi n g  has hel ped . At a recent trac k 

meet s he wanted to tal k wi th a mi s s i ona ry who was presen t but d i d  not get 

to do so . S he says s he wants to 11 take some rel i g J on courses 11 i n  hopes 

that  these mi ght  hel p .  Fu rther di scus s i on reveal ed that her great concern 

i s  over bel i efs and practi ces , how s he acts and conducts hersel f .  

Case Study 3 ,  Mari sa  

Mari sa i s  an 1 8  year ol d thi rd quarter freshman from a 

ci ty i n  North  Caro l i na ,  attendi ng UTK on an athl eti c scho l arsh i p .  She i s  

a member o f  a l arge Un i ted Methodi s t Church i n  her home town and attends 

regu l arly when at  home . Mari sa 1 1 despi sed the church when she was younger 1 1  

because  11 her parents made her go . 1 1 There are three other chi l dren i n  her 

mi ddl e-cl ass  fami l y .  

The rel i g i ous  confl i ct score o f  1 4  and revi ew o f  the rel i g i ous  

fundamental i sm score of 1 3  in  the  i n tervi ew both po i nted to  cons i derabl e 

i ndec i s i on a bout rel i g i on on her part . Mari sa sai d tha t her d i ffi cul ti es 

regard i ng rel i g i on began about  3 years ago when she was 1 5  years ol d .  As 

noted a bove , whi l e  l i v i ng at home s he was forced to go to e hurch  and as  

a res u l t came to  resent the churc h .  Now that s he i s  on  her  own and there 

i s  1 1 no one to pus h  her i nto i t1 1  Mari sa i s  11 try i n g  to dec i de about rel i g i on . 11 

S he reads a great deal , has l on g  conversati ons wi th her fr i ends , goes to 

churc h  on a somewhat regu l ar  bas i s ,  and has experi enced cons i dera bl e 
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i n tel l ectual s ti mu l ation  i n  her courses at UTK .  Mari sa ' s  great 

des i re i s  " to change " by whi ch she means to experi ence a rel i g i o us con­

vers i on ,  and th i s  des i re has i n tens i fi ed s i nce comi n g  to UTK .  

Ma ri sa sees her great concern over rel i g i on a s  d i rectly rel ated 

to the con s i derabl e anx i ety which  s he presently experi ences , as may be 

seen from her I PAT score of 54 . '' I worry about studi es sometimes but 

my greatest worry i s  a bout be i ng a better person , wanti ng  ' to change . ' I 

thi n k  about rel i gi on a l l the time , "  rema rked t·1a ri sa . At one t ime Mari sa 

began to have s tomach cramps when s he ran track .  Her trach coach d i ag­

nosed these as bei n g  the resu l t  of  worry and anxi ety o " I t ' s ( rel i g i on ) 
on my mi nd a l l the ti me ,  day and ni ght . I t  keeps me awake at ni ght .  A 

l o t  of  t imes i n  c l ass  my mi nd wanders and I wi l l  catch mysel f worry i n g  

about chang i ng  and n o t  l i steni ng to what ' s  go i ng on . Other t imes I have 

ta l ked to mys el f a bout i t , "  as serted Mari s a o  At certa i n  poi nts i n  the i n­

tervi ew Mari sa conveyed the feel i ng of  des perati on a bout the matter : " I  

worry that I wi l l  never change ! "  At the concl u s i on I s uggested that s he 

mi ght  l i ke to see k  the hel p of  a rel i g i ou s  counsel o r  i n  the u n i vers i ty area . 

Two courses i n  parti cul ar at the Un i vers i ty ,  one Ph i l osophy and 

the other Soc i o l ogy , have con tri buted to Mari sa ' s  hei ghtened concern over 

rel i g i o n .  The phi l osophy course especi a l l y  has di sturbed her rel i g i ou s  

i deas , caused her t o  thi n k .  " I t  rai sed many questi ons i n  my mi nd ; ques­

ti ons abou t God , questi ons  that never occurred to me before , "  s he s tated . 

Ma ri sa was even mo re upset over di scoveri ng  that some i n  the c l a s s  d i d  not 

bel i eve i n  God . S he v i ewed these cl as sroom experi ences as good , hel pful 

even though  they d i d  upset her . Mar i sa feel s that thi s i s  the rol e  of ed­

ucati o n , " to s ha ke peopl e ' s  i deas , make s tudents thi n k  so  they wi l l  grow . " 
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Ma ri sa stated that in  the  futu re when sel ecti ng  courses s he wi l l  defi n i te­

ly  choose those that ma ke her thi n k  because s he "wants to know. " 

When as ked a bout her reaction i n  cl asses where rel i g i ous  i deas 

were di scus sed wi t h  whi ch s he d i d  not agree Mari sa sa i d  that s he l i stens 

cl osely , l ets the student or  teacher tal k so that s he understands what i s  

bei ng sa i d  or the o pi n i on bei ng expres sed , " then someti mes I speak out and 

defend my opi n i on or expres s my bel i efs . "  I f  the occas ion  ever arose where 

the teacher pers i sted i n  ma ki ng statements she found offens i ve the next 

step wou l d  be to s pea k pri vatel y wi th the teacher and i f  that  d i d  not hel p ,  

ma ke a di rect chal l enge to the professor i n  the cl assroom . Mari sa bel i eves 

that  any mental turmo i l  res ul t i ng from cl assroom di scu s s i ons and presenta­

ti ons has been hel pful to her as she struggl es to reso l ve her own rel i g i ous  

probl em .  

Ma ri sa sees hersel f mov i ng toward a reso l uti on of  the rel i g i ous  

cri s i s .  At a recent track  meet s he tri ed to  tal k wi th a part i ci pant from 

another school , a young woman who was a m i s s i onary ,  a bout her s i tuation i n  

hopes o f  fi ndi ng some hel p o r  sense of d i recti on , but di d not get to do so . 

She often di scus ses the matter wi th fri ends and they are a bl e  to hel p some , 

bu t i t  i s  somethi ng  that i n  the l ong run she wi l l  have to resol ve on her 

own . " I  onl y  hope i t 1 s  not too l ate , "  says Mari sa . 

The rel i g i ous  confl i ct whi c h  Ma ri sa experi enced was not brought 

on by cl assroom presentati ons or di scuss i ons or encounter wi th new rel i g i ­

ou s i deas wh i c h  upset her thi nk i n g ,  al though s he has had such experi ences . 

Perha ps the cl as s room d i scuss i ons  fuel ed the fl ames but they d i d  not pre­

ci p i tate the confl i ct .  The roots of the di ffi cul ty reach bac k  i nto the 

h i g h  school years and the i ntense des i re " to change " , have a rel i g i ous  
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convers i on , yet unabl e to do so . No doubt gui l t  over d i s l i k i ng church 

when forced to attend and perhaps do i ng things s he had been taught were 

wrong  added to her di ffi cul ty .  Whi l e  i t  was di sturbi ng to s i t  i n  cl asses 

and hear presented and d i scussed materi al and i deas wh i c h  were counter 

to her own , Mari sa sat through them , even part i c i pated i n  them , wi th the 

thought that such  woul d hel p her in her pursui t of  a convers i on experi ­

ence . 

The Uni vers i ty of Tennes see ,  Knoxvi l l e :  Summary 

Al l of  the tests sel ected for use i n  the survey d i d  i ndeed measure 

accurately the di fferent vari abl es of soci o-economi c status , rel i g i ous con­

fl i ct ,  rel i g i ous  fundamenta l i sm ,  and anxi ety . Some d i ffi cul ty arose wi th  

the use of the fundamental i sm sca l es espec ia l l y  when subj ects reasoned 

too l ong over a parti cu l ar questi on . Questi on 7 cau sed the most trou bl e 

i n  thi s regard . 

I t  woul d appear that students of al l rel i g i ous fa i ths , denomi na­

tions , or degrees of  rel i g i ous commi ttment ,  experi ence l i ttl e i f  any di f­

fi cul ty studyi ng  and worki ng i n  the atmos phere of UTK.  There i s  no ev i dence 

to i ndi cate that teachers go beyond the l i mi ts of sound academi c and c l ass­

room procedure i n  a n  effo rt to undu ly  arouse or  offend the rel i g i ous sen s i ­

bi l i ti es of  students . There i s  no evi dence of i ntenti onal provocat i on or  

d i s regard of �tudent ri ghts i n  th i s  respect.  On the other hand there i s  

s trong i ndi cati on that every effort i s  made to cause the s tudent to assess  

careful l y  a l l i dea s and  po i nts of v i ew and make rati onal determi nati ons 

about them . Al l v i ewpo i nts on potenti al l y  di s turbi n g  i s sues are presented 

and ampl e opportun i ty i s  g i ven for student di scus s i on , express i on ,  or 
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debate . Several students commented that s uch exper i ences had been q u i te 

hel pfu l to them ,  No one sa id  that at any time had he been den i ed the 

ri ght to s peak or had fel t afra i d  to express a contrary op i n i o n .  Some 

students s po ke qu i te frankly of times when the s u bj ect ma tter or cl ass  

di scus s i on had  i ndeed proven di sturbi ng to  the i r rel i g i ou s  po i nt of  v i ew .  

However , th i s was al ways s hort-l i ved and usual l y  reso l ved by tal k i ng wi th 

a roomma te , teac her, or parent . 

There was general agreement among i ntervi ewees that educati on 

has a res pons i bi l i ty to s hake ,  arou se , and d i sturb students , and l i kewi se 

agreement that teachers pl ay the maj or rol e i n  thi s .  I t  i s  as though s tu­

dents ant i c i pate a certa i n  amount of i nstabi l i ty wi th i n  themsel ves as they 

move through  the educa ti on experi ence . Some of the i nterv i ewees were 

as ked i f  they feared thei r un i vers i ty experi ence because  of these chal ­

l enges to the i r i deas and outl ook . They were further questi oned i f  at 

any po i nt anyone had suggested to them that they s hou l d  be careful l est 

thei r rel i g i ous fa i th be eroded . Al l persons answered 11 no 1 1 to both ques­

ti ons . 

Questi on i ng of re l i g i ous  pers pecti ve seems to vary wi th the sub­

j ect matter rather than the teac he r. Certa i n  courses , Ph i l osophy ,  Geol o­

gy , Rel i g i ous Stud i es ,  Western C i vi l i zati on , and Anthropol o gy seem to cause 

more d i scus s i on than any of the ot hers . Of those who reported d i stu rbance 

i n  these cl asses , however ,  al l s po ke favora bl e  of the d i s turbance s .  None 

sa i d he even cons i dered dropp i ng the course . Students themsel ves are 

aware that certa i n  of thei r number ( tho ugh perha ps not by name ) are more 

l i kely to have thei r rel i g i ous  ve iws cha l l enged by s u bj ect matter and 
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therefo re get u pset and even as they s pea k favorabl e of  chal l enge i n  the 

cl assroom they u rge that teachers exerci se res tra i nt i n  th i s  regard . 

Forty percent of the i ntervi ewees no ted that thei r rel i gi ous  

confl i ct was rel ated to fa i l ure to l i ve accord i ng to  thei r bel i efs . These 

persons s a i d  that th i s  was pa rti cul arly true s i nce comi ng  to the uni vers i ­

ty . At the uni vers i ty studen ts are i ndeed thei r own 11 bosses 11 and any nor­

ma l res tra i nt or control pl aced u pon the person i s  put there by the i nd i ­

vi dual h i msel f .  Lack o f  ex peri ence i n  th i s  regard a s  wel l as  the uni ver­

s i ty atmmsphere wi th i ts great freedom , numerous di vers i ons , attracti ons , 

and pl ural i sm i n  l i fe styl es , ethics , and bel i efs wou l d i ndeed contri bute 

to student i na bi l i ty to conti nue i n  the uni vers i ty sett i ng a l i fe styl e 

and behavi or pattern establ i s hed i n  the home . Th i s woul d appea r  to be a 

part of the overal l educati on process and as such a s trength or  pos i ti ve 

force rather than a weakness  or negati ve force . 

There was no menti on anywhere i n  the i nterv i ews of attempts i n  

the cl as s room by a 11 cru sadi n g  professor1 1 to ma ke rel i g i ous  converts of 

students . Two persons referred to what they con s i dered to be uncompl imen­

tary statements a bout rel i g i on made by professors but i n  nei ther case was 

i t  more than pas s i ng rema rks and d id  not greatly upset the students i n ­

vol ved . There i s  ampl e evi dence of cons i derabl e d i scuss i on of rel i gi on--

i deas , bel i efs , practi ces , rel i g i ous pl u ral i sm--at the i nformal l evel be­

tween students and s tudent and teacher . I n  several cases these have pro ­

ven useful i n  hel p i n g  to resol ve di ffi cul t i es that arose i n  c l ass  and per­

haps defused s i tuati ons  that caul� have proven harmful to students and 

the l ea rn i ng proces s . 
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There i s  no  ev i dence to i nd i cate t hat  s tudents have found  the  

s i tua t i on a t  UTK to be any other than what  t hey expected i t  to be . They 

came wi t h  no  fear of  t he s i tua t i on , no forewarni ngs a s  to what exi s ted 

there . No one i nd i ca ted t hat  when he came he wa s " o n  h i s guard l es t  h i s  

rel i g i ous  fa i th b e  des troyed o "  More concern was expres sed about  s i ze and 

t he i mpersonal nature of  the s i tuati o n  t han anythi ng el s e o  

Al t hough  s everal s tudents report i ns tances of anxi ety a n d  d i s­

turbance ari s i ng from d i scu s s i on of  re l i g i ous  i dea s i n  vari ous  c l asses , 

i n  o n ly  one  i ns tance was t he overa l l anx i ou s  s ta te of  the  person l i n ked 

d i rect ly  to rel i g i on .  I n  th i s case the anxi ety was not  o f  recent ori g i n ,  

certa i nl y  not  s i nce com i ng  to the  uni vers i ty ,  bu t goes bac k  to a ge 1 5  and 

has to do wi t h  a des i re for rel i g ious  convers i o n and  a fear  that  somehow 

i t  wi l l  never happen . 

Summary and Fi ndi ngs of  I nterv i ews a t  H i was see Col l ege 

The fol l owi ng sec t i on summari zes the fi ndi ngs o f  the  i ntervi ews 

a t  H i wa s see Col l ege . 

Revi ew of q enera l i nformat i on  d ata s heet o  Each i n terv i ew began 

wi t h  a q u i ck perusa l  and veri fi cati on  of  i n forma t i o n  g i ven on  the data 

s heet . A br ief  revi ew of  general i nformat i o n  perta i n i ng to sel f and  fami l y  

gave t he i nterv i ewee opportun i ty t o  beg i n  the convers a t i o n  on  a nonthreat­

eni ng  l evel . Too , t he add i t i ona l i nformat ion and d i scuss i on prov i ded great­

er i n s i g h t  i nto and understand i ng of  the i ndi v i d ua l . Al l 1 0  persons  i nd i ­

cated that  the  data g i ven a t  the t i me of the su rvey was accura te .  
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Rev i ew of  soc i o-economi c score . One of  t he i n terv i ewees answered 

the ques t i ons  on the te s t  wi t h  reference to hersel f rather t han her fami l y ,  

noti ng that  s he i s  now sel f- su pport i ng .  Three other  persons sa i d they d i d  

not  feel t hat  thei r scores refl ected t h e  true soci o-econom i c  s ta tus  of  

thei r fami l i es . The rema i n i ng 6 i ntervi ewees d i d fee l  tha t the  tes t  had 

yi el ded accura te scores . 

Revi ew of  fundamenta l i sm score . Seven o f  the 1 0  i n terv i ewees 

scored 1 2  or above on  t he fundamenta l i sm tes t a  Scores  ranged from a l ow 

of pl us  4 to a h i gh o f  pl us  1 8 o  Three persons  i nd i cated that t he i r scores 

were not a l together accurate , not i ng t ha t  a mi s read i ng of  quest i ons  3 and 

7 had  l ed to  these m i s taken scores . The pl u s  4 ,  the  l owest score ea rned , 

wou l d  become a pl us  8 ,  when corrected . One person wa s q u i te  anxi ous  that  

the  score be  changed so  as to  refl ect accura te l y  her  bel i efs . W i th  t he 

except ion  o f  these changes a l l i n terv i ewees s ta ted t hat  t he  tes t  had ac­

curately  measured t hei r re l i g i ou s  bel i efs o S i x  of  the  1 0  i ntervi ewees an­

t i c i pa te a change i n  rel i g i on of  o ne k i nd or  another i n  t he next 5 years . 

Three of  t he 6 foresee a change i n  rel i g i o us bel i ef ,  1 of  whom wi l l  be­

come more fundamenta l i s t ,  and another who does not i nd i cate the d i rect i on 

of  cha nge bu t th i nks  t h a t  educat i on  wi l l  contri bu te  to i t .  Two persons  

anti c i pate a deepen i ng of  rel i g i ous  fee l i ng in  t he  comi ng  years , 1 of  

whom bel i eves that  H i wassee Col l ege • s  a tmosphere wi l l  contri bute to t h i s  

deepen i ng o f  h i s  fa i th .  One persons  t h i nks  she  wi l l  become s t ronger a s  

s he 11 bri ng h er  rel i g i ou s  pract i ce i n  l i ne wi th  h er  rel i g i ous  bel i ef . 1 1  Yet 

another noted that s he i s  unsure a bout  rel i g i ous  i dea s . 1 1 I wonder i f  the 
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Rev i ew of  re l i q i ous  confl i ct score . A l l 1 0  i ntervi ewees s a i d  

the i r s cores o n  the S u rvey of Att i tudes Towa rd Re l igi on  and  Ph i l os ophy of 

L i fe tes t  acc u rate l y  represe nted the i r  present state of thou ght . Scores 

ranged from a h i g h of 1 7  to a l ow of 7 . E i g ht  of the i nte rv i ewees ma rked 

50% or more of the s ta teme nts on the tes t ( 22 i n  a l l ) i n  s u c h  a ma nner as 

to i nd i cate ambi va l e nce towa rd re l i g i on ,  whi l e  the s cores  of 4 of th e 8 

i nd i ca te h i g h l eve l s  of u ncerta i nty .  Those persons who made the 4 h i ghest  

sco res ( 1 7 ,  1 7 ,  1 6 ,  1 5 ) had the  fo l l owi ng to say regardi ng the i r  s cores . 

" I  am not confused a bout  bel i efs but I am unsure abo ut  what I be l i eve . You 

see , rel i g i on i s  very i mporta nt to mec; " rema rked one who s cored 1 7 .  Ano ­

ther who s cored 1 7  s a i d ,  " peopl e upset me a bout  re l i g i o n ,  th i ngs they do 

i. n  c h urc h  as wel l as a l l th i s  bus i ness about denomi nati o ns . "  " Re l i g i o n  

bo thers me , I th i n k  a bout i t  a l o t .  I wa s i n  c h urch and  Sunday Schoo l  a s  a 

c h i l d  bu t I strayed . The atmosp here at H iwassee has caused me to th i n k a 

l ot a bou t re l i g i on .  My b i gge st  prob l em i s  that I don ' t  practi ce what I 

bel i eve , "  sa i d  the you ng ma n who scored s i xtee n .  The you ng woma n who 

scored fi fteen asserted that re l i g i o n bothers her a l o t ,  as  she th i n ks 

a bou t i t  n i ght  and day . " I  am r i g ht  now tryi ng to fi nd re l i g i ou s  truth 

by read i ng . " 

N i �e of the 1 0  i nterv i ewees supported the v i ew that i t  i s  i ndeed 

the ro l e  of edu cati o n  to make s u re that s tudents hear a l l po i nts of v i ew ,  

al l s i des to a n  i s sue , th at they become fami l i ar wi th va ryi ng exp l anati o ns 

and ap proaches to pro b l ems o l d  and new , that they l earn to d i s c u s s  ser i ous ly  
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poi nts o f  vi ew pol es apart from the i r  own even i f  i n  the process of 

doi ng so  i t  upsets  the th i nk i ng o f  some of those  s tudents . One person 

remarked 11 ( students ) ought not to be l eft a l o n e ,  but caus ed to see op­

pos i ng po i nts of  v i ew . 11 Another sai d ,  1 1 Educati on  i s  knowl edge of every­

thi ng and  so s hou l d cover a ll po i nts of v i ew . 1 1 Yet another a s se rted that 

educat i on  s hou l d 11 s ha ke s tudents , otherwi se  how wou l d  you l ea rn to th i n k . 1 1 

Some of  the i ntervi ewees made s peci fi c reference to educati on • s  res pons i ­

bi l i ty to present v i ews and expl anati ons  other than rel i g i o u s  or  B i bl i ca l  

answers . 1 1 Educat i on s hou l d  at  t i mes  s ha ke your rel i g i ou s  bel i efs , cause  

you  to  thi n k , 11 s tated one i ntervi ewee . One  fema l e respondent of  Cathol i c  

pers uas i on a s serted that 11 rel i g i o n  and educati on a re two d i fferent th i ngs . 

Educati on  i s  academi c type of  l ea rn i ng whi l e  rel i g i on i s  a s eparate thi ng , 

d i fferent . 1 1 S i x i ntervi ewees u nderscored the rol e  o f  the teacher i n  the 

aforementi oned proces s whi l e  4 of the 6 ,  i n  one way or another , u rged re­

strai nt upon  the teacher i n  thi s rega rd . 11 Teachers s ho u l d not say thi s i s  

ri ght , thi s i s  i t , the way ; do not force any way on the s tudent , 1 1 s a i d one . 

Another person  po i nted to a very pl easant h i gh s c hoo l  experi ence i n  th i s 

rega rd and  sa i d 1 1 i t  i s  good to get the m i nd  worki ng but for one o f  uns ure 

fai th i t  m i ght  harm them . 11 Another sai d ,  11 teachers s hou l d present i deas 

on  rel i g i on to a certa i n  po i n t ,  s how i ts o ri g i n ,  expl a i n  i t ,  poi n t  out the 

di rect i on  to s tudents 11 but go no furthe r .  One i ntervi ewee who fel t very 

strong ly  i n  th i s  regard s a i d ,  1 1Teachers s hou l d not  a s k  potenti a l l y  u pset­

ti ng quest i ons  of  s tudents because i f  a teacher  says i t ,  i t  real l y  makes 

you t hi n k . 11 T hree persons i ndi cated that experi ence i n  c l a s ses at H i was see 

Col l ege had d i s turbed thei r re l i g i o us v i ew poi n t .  There was n o  s p ec i fi c  men­

tton of a c l ass , howeve r .  Th ree pe rsons refe rred to c l ass room experi ences i n  
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h i g h  school  i n  wh i ch the i r  rel i g i ous  v i ews had been d i s turbed . A 11 sc i ence 

course11 was res pons i bl e  i n  two cases and a h i s tory course i n  the other . 

I n  a l l three i nstances d i scus s i on wi th fami l y  and school mates enabl ed the 

persons to resol ve the d i ffi cu l t i es . Requ i red chape l  serv i ce at  H i wassee 

Co l l ege proved upsetti ng to a young Cathol i c  s tudent . " I t  was wi l d , · too free . 

I 1 m accustomed to a q u i et reserved serv i ce ,  but i t 1 s O k  now! 1 1  One of the 

3 coiTTTlented "A  teacher at H i was see who does not seem to bel i ev� i n  

God upset me very muc h . 1 1 A fourth person noted tha t  dormi tory experi ences 

had caused h im  to thi n k  a l ot and reassess h i s  rel i g i ous  v i ews . 

N i ne i ntervi ewees s tated that they wou l d spea k out  i n  c l ass  and 

defend thei r v i ews , rel i g i ous or otherwi se ,  i f  they were chal l enged . Three 

of  the 9 qual i fi ed the i r  remarks and s a i d  they wou l d s peak i f  they were 

11 Sure of the i r ground . 11 Another remarked that s he woul d  s pea k i f  the 

who l e  cl ass  j oi ned i n  the d i scuss i on ,  otherwi se no . S ti l l  another asserted 

that s he has confi dence i n  hersel f now and wou l d  do so but not i n  h i gh 

school . 

I ntervi ewees were as ked to hypothes i ze what they woul d do i f  

as ked a questi on on a tes t  whi ch i f  answered correctl y  wou l d requ i re that  

the person make statements whi ch he  d i d  not  bel i eve , i n  fact , were the 

exact o ppos i te of h i s bel i efs . Res ponses by i ntervi ewees vari ed . Two 

persons sa id  they woul d g i ve the answer the teacher wanted and proba bly 

say noth i n g  about i t ;  3 others sa i d they wou l d g i ve the desi red answer 

but add a comment to the effect that they certa i nl y  di d not bel i eve i t ;  

1 noted she  wou l d put  down the way s he bel i eved 1 1even t�ough s he knew i t  

was wrong , 11 wh i l e  ano ther person recal l ed an  experi ence i n  whi ch s he 
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teacher counted poi nts off her grade . 
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Revi ew of anxi ety score . One score i nd i cated "average " anx i ety ,  

3 i nd i cated anxi ety a t  the " s eri ous  l evel , "  whi l e  the rema i n i ng 6 scores 

are i n  the category " found i n  o n ly  l of 20 cases a "  Al l 1 0  i n tervi ewees , 

one rather rel uctantl y ,  stated that i n  thei r op i n i on the anxi ety scores  

were accurate a Four  persons  attri buted thei r anx i ety to fami l y  pro bl ems . 

One noted that rel at i ves are conti nual l y  i n  " troub l e wi th the l aw , ' ' whi l e  

two others sa i d that the anxi ety was d i rectl y rel ated to a n  a l cohol i c  pa r­

ent and  a broken home l i fe o  " I  bel i eve the i ndec i s i on i n  my l i fe i s  d i ­

rect ly  rel ated to the great resentment I feel for both  my parents , espe­

c i a l l y  my mothe r , " remarked one of the  persons . " Someti mes I wa ke i n  the 

mi ddl e of the n i ght c ryi ng over the s i tuati on . I fee l  very g u i l ty over 

my atti tude toward my parents , "  s he conti nued . The other says that s he 

cannot q u i te s ha ke the effects of  the argui ng and general ten s i on i n  her 

home : " I  �tiou l d l eave home and somet imes do thi ngs  I s hou l d  not do . Then 

I ' d  feel  gu i l ty about i t o I t  kept me awa ke at  n i ght and greatl y affected 

my performance i n  sc hool o Now that I ' m o l der and  real i ze what real l y  went  

on i t  hurts a l ot a "  T he  fourth attri butes her l evel of  anx i ety to a bro­

ken home and pampe red u pbri ng i n g : " I  a l ways had anyth i ng  I wanted . I 

never s tu d i ed i n  h i g h  schoo l  a · I  coul d never be ' j u st  me ' ,  I a l ways had 

to be the daughter of  so-and-so o "  As resu l t she has experi enced depres­

s i on and o n  occas i on rece i ved psychi atri c hel p .  S he descri bes hersel f a s  

" hyper o 1 1 One o f  the three h i ghest scorers rel ated the anx i ety to a n  ac­

cumu l at i o n  of probl ems and  experi ences reach i ng back i n to j u n i or h i gh 
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school . S he l eft home at  age 1 4 ,  was gone for 4 yea rs duri n g  wh i ch time 

s he was i nvol ved wi th drugs , and had an i l l eg i timate ch i l d .  

Three o f  1 0  i ntervi ewees rel ated the i r  anxi ety to rel i g i on but 

not to any sort of rel i g i ous di sturbance or consternati on ari s i ng out of 

the cl as s room . One of the 3 stated 11 beha vi o r  worri es me . ' S houl d I 

do th i s  or  that? ' I have fel t  great angui s h  over not doi ng what I 

know i s  ri ght .  Someti mes I worry so  much it  kee ps me  from ea t ing  whi l e  

other t imes I get i ndi gesti on . .. Another who ha s grea t trou bl e s l eepi n g  

and has made frequent v i s i ts t o  the doctor onl y to be tol d tha t i t  i s  her 

11 nerves " ,  says that her a nxi ety stems from gui l t  over " do i n g  and sayi ng  

thi ngs I feel I s hou l d not be  do i ng or  sayi ng .  I ' ve gotten l ax i n  my 

rel i g i ous habi ts . • • • The worl d i s  so wrong . ( There i s )  a l ack  of l ove , 

just  sex . Peopl e don ' t  real l y  care for each other. " Thi s person i s  great­

ly d i s turbed by recurri ng  dreams . A recent dream about the " devi l 1 1 awa­

kened he r .  She l oo ked i n  the mi rror and i t  appeared that the dev i l  wa s 

tryi n g  to get her . S he was afra i d  to go back  to s l eep and s he and her 

roommate sat up the res t  of the ni ght  tal ki ng .  

A thi rd i ntervi ewee saw a di rect connecti on between the anxi ety 

score and concern over not l i v i ng up to what s he shoul d do . S he sa i d  s he 

was afra i d  that s he wou l d d i e  at a time when she was un prepa red to d i e  and 

woul d go to he1 l .  S he l oses s l eep over thi s ,  cri es a l ot ,  and her " nerves 

are mes sed up . "  

Case Study 1 , Zandra 

Zandra i s  1 9  years of age and a second quarter freshman at 

H iwassee col l ege . She i s  the o l dest of 3 chi l dren i n  a mi ddl e-cl ass 
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fami l y .  Zandra i s  a member and regu l a r  attender of  a Southern Bapt i s t  

church i n  her home ci ty o f  Chattanooga , Tennes see . The church  has an 

average attendance of  350 persons . 

Zandra • s  scores were as fo l l ows : rel i g i ous  confl i c t  1 7  ( out of 

a pos s i bl e 22 ) , rel i g i ous  fundamental i sm 1 4  but l ater changed to 1 8 ,  the 

h i g hest  pos s i bl e score , because she mi s read ques ti on 7 ,  and anxi ety 52 . 

There was no quest ion i n  Zandra • s  m ind that her rel i g i ous  bel i efs were 

s trongly  fundamental i s t .  I n  fact , s he was qu i te anx i ous  that the mi s take 

regard i ng quest i on 7 be changed so as  to refl ect her true bel i ef .  

When tol d  that a rel i gi ous  confl i ct score o f  1 7  i nd i cated con­

si derabl e i ndec i s i on regard i ng rel i g i on she repl i ed ,  '' Yes , but I am not 

confused , j ust  unsure about what I bel i eve. Rel i gi on i s  very important 

to me , I thi n k a great deal abou t rel i g i o n .  I know I bel i eve.  I t • s  not 

tha t .  I once dated a Mormon and we , a l ong wi th some fri ends of  ours , 

used to k i d  around about rel i gi on but we al ways knew what we bel i eved . "  

Zandra • s  cu rrent rel i g i ous concern goes back " 4  o r  5 yea rs . I n  the 6th 

and 7th grades I went through a s i mi l ar cri s i s .  I was messed u p  about i t  

then .  Someti mes I fel t  s ure and other times I d i dn • t . 11 Zandra sees her­

sel f chang i ng  a l l the time wi th rega rd to rel i g i on .  11 Recentl y there have 

been l ots of changes ( S pri n g  • so )  that I don • t  real l y  understand . "  From 

her poi nt of v i ew ,  however ,  these changes wi l l  not i nvol ve real changes i n  

rel i g i ou s  outl ook .  " I  do not foresee rethi n ki ng  my rel i g i ous pos i ti on ,  no 

changi ng  l i ke that .  My bel i efs wi l l  on ly  get stronger over the  next fi ve 

years . "  

Zandra • s  rel i g i ous  fa i th ha s not been chal l enged a t  any po i nt 

by anythi n g  that s he has heard presented or d i scus sed i n  the c l a s s room 
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at H i wassee Col l ege .  She  d i d  mention  a professor at UTC ,  though not  by 

name , that s he had heard a bout who presented " wei rd i deas about rel i gi on"  

and  had greatly di s tu rbed some of her fri ends . Zandra expressed concern 

that some " get rea l educated and try to expl ai n away d i v i ne thi ngs , mi r­

acl es . I t  seems that the sma rt ones i n  col l ege are the ones that turn 

athei st . " Zandra has a pecu l i a r  v i ew of the rol e  of educati on and the 

teacher i n  educat i on .  I n  her opi n i on " educati on shoul d sti r peopl e ' s  

mi nds a b i t . " Teachers s houl d pres ent and e.xpl a i n  a l l poi nts  of vi ew on 

al l i s sues but ma ke i t  c l ear that these "are only theor i es . "  " I  had a 

hi gh school teacher once who di d thi s .  He was a strong Chri sti an . We 

used to go to h i s house for B i bl e  studi es . He wou l d  present and expl a i n  

al l poi nts o f  vi ew but woul d say these are al l theori es , but we al l knew 

wh i ch one he fel t was true . " Teachers s hou l d be carefu l a bout  ra i s i ng 

questi ons i n  c l ass . " They need to consi der where students a re i n  thei r 

spi ri tual l i fe .  I t  mi ght harm someone whose fai th i s  unsure .  I t  can con­

fuse peopl e ! "  I n  another context Zandra remarked , 11 Educati on shou l d  pre­

sent al l i deas a bout a thi ng  but pres ent them as theori es not as truth . " · 

I t  i s  c l ear that Zandra v i ews a l l i deas and poi nts of vi ew not i n  agree­

ment wi th her own fundamental i st v i ewpo i nt as i nval i d .  I t  i s  al l ri ght  to 

know they exi st but they are not to be seri ously cons i dered . Zandra sa i d  

s he thought i t  was n i ce that i n  " Engl i s h  1 01 gods and goddesses were d i s ­

cussed . Lots o( school s wou l d not l et you do that . " When pressed further 

as to her opi n i on on the rol e  of educati on , Zandra expres sed concern that 

after be i ng made aware of al ternate ways of vi ewi ng subject matter a 1 1 S tu­

dent wou l d have troubl e p i c k i ng objecti vel y . " What she was real l y  sayi ng 
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was that faced wi th a c ho i ce some may choose vi ews o r  exp l anati ons other 

than the fundamental i st expl anati on .  

Zandra stated that whi l e  unti l now she has  never fel t the need 

to do so s he woul d s pea k up and defend her rel i g i ou s  v i ews i n  c l as s . I n  

hi g h  sc hool , i n  response to a test quest ion that cal l ed for materia l  wi th 

whi c h  s he di sagreed s he wrote , 11 the boo k says th i s  ( and proceeded to g i ve 

the answer i n  the textboo k ) . I t  may or may not be true .  I don • t  agree 

w i th i t .  My poi n t  o f  vi ew i s  thi s . "  Zandra conti n ued by sayi n g , I f  the 

teacher  presented real l y  s trange i deas i n  c l ass  I wou l d not l i s ten o r  

I wou l d j us t  l i s ten a n d  d o  noth i ng el se . 11 

When as ked to comment on the anxi ety score of 52 Zandra repl i ed ,  

11 a l ot of  i t  i s  rel ated to rel i g i on . 11 I n  her own thi n k i ng s he had connected 

the two : anxi ety and rel i g i ous confl i c t ,  though  she  d i d  not use  the word 

anxi ety .  Zandra fears tha t s he wi l l  d i e  at a t ime i n  her l i fe when s he i s  

11 not prepared to d i e  and wi l l  go to he1 1 . 11 S he i s  concerned over not 1 1 l i v­

i ng up  to what ( I )  know ( I )  s houl d be do i ng . 1 1 Several times duri ng  the i n­

tervi ew s he referred to her fa i l ure to pract i ce her fa i th .  At one po i nt 

s he remarked , 1 1rel i g i on keeps me from do i ng fun thi ngs . 1 1 As res u l t of  her 

own di ffi cu l ty i n  th i s  regard Zandra tends to be very cri ti cal of  others , 

qu i ck to po i n t  out  what she precei ves to be the fa i l ures of her Chri sta i n  

fri ends and thi s gets her i nto troubl e con stantl y. Zandra • s  rel i g i ous d i f­

fi cul t ies  have often cau sed her to l o se s l eep . Her 11 nerves get messed up 

and sometimes I cry .  Last Chri stmas ( 1 979 )  I was very depressed over thi s  

and some other thi ngs . We were getti ng on  eac h other • s  nerves at home . 

I 1 m not very happy now. 1 1 When s he i s  upset Zandra wi l l  hunt u p  a fri end 

and tal k i t  over wi th h i m/ her but s he has never tri ed to work her way 
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through the anxi ety . Zandra sees the resol uti on to the anxi ety to 1 1get 

my head together and get r i ght wi th the Lord . .. Duri ng  the next fi ve years 

her rel i g i ou s  bel i efs wi l l  get stronger . S he does not foresee reth i nk i ng 

her rel i gi ous  pos i ti on . Her bel i efs wi l l  rema i n the same , 11 j ust  get strong-

er . 11 

H i was see Col l ege : Summary 

Al though  H i was see Col l ege i s  owned and operated by the Uni ted 

Method i s t Church and i s  l oo ked upon as an extens i on of the Church , there 

i s  no evi dence that the col l ege attempts to force Method i st doctri ne  or  

even rel i g i on upon i ts students . There i s  a week ly  Chapel program w hi ch 

al l students and col l ege personnel are requ i red to attend , but even here 

there i s  on ly  a general presentation  of  rel i g i on ,  al though i t  i s  the Chri s­

ti an rel i g i on .  Students are i nformed of th i s  requi rement pri or  to thei r 

enro l l ment.  The re i s  cons i derabl e d i scuss ion of  the req u i red Chapel among 

students parti cu l a rl y  i n  l i ght of the denomi nati onal and rel i g i ous  pl ural ­

i sm found i n  the s tudent body .  Some students as wel l as col l ege personnel 

feel that i t  i s  unfa i r .  One of the i nterv i ewees remarked that the free , 

ra ther unrestra i ned manner of wors h i p  was a b i t d i sconcerti ng  at  fi rst ,  

but s he became accu stomed to i t  after a whi l e . The person further com­

mented that the rel i g i ou s  stud i es course i n  whi c h  she had been enro l l ed 

had not upset her al though  the subject matter had been handl ed i n  an  aca­

demi c ,  cri t i ca l  manner . 

The i ntervi ewees d i d  not establ i s h a sol i d  l i nk between rel i g i ­

ous confl i ct l evel s and experi ences i n  the cl assroom a t  H i wassee . One must 

has ten to add , however , that there i s  no evi dence to i nd i cate that any 
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i ns tructor whether i n  rel i g i ous studi es or any other course l i mi ts 

di scus s i on or con s i derati on to any one s i ng l e  approach , poi nt  of v i ew ,  or 

exp l anat i on of a s ubj ect or i ss ue .  Students and teachers range o ver many 

s ubj ects and approaches to prob l ens i n  the va ri ous course  o fferi ngs , 

whether they be  potenti a l l y  vol ati l e  or  not . A strong emphas i s  i s  p l aced 

on academi cs and every effort is made to arouse the s tudent i ntel l ectual l y .  

The s tudent body , facu l ty ,  and staff a t  H i wassee a re rema rkabl y 

pl u ral i st i c  i n  terms of  rel i g i on as wel l as rel i gi ou s  denomi nati on . In  

fact ,  though a Methodi s t-rel ated i nsti tuti on , Methodi s t  students do not 

compri se the maj o ri ty of the s tudent body . Contact wi th persons of  d i f­

ferent rel i g i ous  persuas ions  has proven to be a source of v i tal i ty for 

the students and enti re col l ege commun i ty rather than any sort of d i stur­

bance . There are freq uent reports of d i scuss ions  and effo rts by Chri sti an 

students to " convert" the non-Chri stian  students , but such ha s not proven 

to be a pro bl em. 

Student reports i nd i cated that a l l the test s  admi n i stered pro­

vi ded accurate i nformati on a bout them , be i t  soc i o -economi c status , re­

l i g i ous confl i ct ,  rel i g i ous fundamental i sm or anxi ety . Owi ng to a mi s ­

read i ng of questi ons 3 and 7 on  the rel i g i ous fundamental i sm test , 3 

scores proved i naccurate. Two persons smi l ed revea l i ng l y  as the i r anxi ety 

scores were reported to them . I t  was a l most  as i f  they had tol d somethi ng  

about  themsel ves whi c h  they had not  i ntended to  d i vul ge . 

I n tervi ews d i d  seem to establ i s h  a pos i ti ve correl ation  between 

anxi ety and vari ous  aspects of rel i g i ous confl i c t  such  as gu i l t  over fai l ­

ure to act as the person bel i eves , uncerta i n ty a bout what the i nd i vi dual  

bel i eves , and dou bt in one ' s  mi nd because of  the bad behavi or  o f  avowedly 
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rel i gi ous peopl e .  Effects on  the persons vari ed ; some had trou bl e s l eep­

i n g ,  others had troubl e eati ng , one reported i ndi gestion , wh i l e  others 

went  to the docto r  wi th  symptoms onl y to be tol d that i t  was the i r 11 nerves . 11 

Wi th perhaps one excepti on the anxi ety had not greatly upset the i nter­

vi ewees . As noted earl i er the rel i g i ous confl i ct rel ati ng  to the anxi ety 

d i d  not a ri se from cl assroom experi ences at H i was see . Two persons d i d  re­

port past i nc i dents of anx i ety and rel i g i ous confl i ct i n  h i g h  school whi c h  

were rel ated to cl assroom experi ences , but these had been resol ved . I n  

most cases the anxi ety had not proven so severe that the person coul d not 

handl e i t  and l i kewi se  the anxi ety was usual l y  rel ated to other pro bl ems 

the person was havi ng . Even i n  those cases where a rel ati on s h i p  was es­

tabl i s hed between rel i g i ous confl i ct and anxi ety , other factors entered 

i nto the s i tuati on at the same time .  

There was a general feel i ng among i ntervi ewees that expedi ency 

woul d di ctate the course of acti on i f  and when test questi ons cal l ed for 

answers whi ch confl i cted wi th the rel i g i ous v i ews of a student . Most sai d ,  

how�ver , that a defense  o f  one • s  pri vate pos i ti on or  protest o f  some k i nd 

woul d be made i f  the occas i on s houl d ari se .  

I nte rv i ew P hase : Summa ry and Concl u s i ons 

The three schoo l s represen ted in the study are markedly d i fferent 

and thi s di fference was qui te apparent from the i nterv i ews . Each i nsti tu­

tion has i ts own dec l ared purpose.  The Un i vers i ty of  Tennes see , Knoxv i l l e  

i s  a publ i c  owned and tax-supported i nsti tuti on , wi th a total student popu­

l at ion  numberi ng 2 5 , 000-30 , 000 . H i wassee Col l ege i s  a two-yea r  l i beral 

arts col l ege affi l i ated wi th the Un i ted Methodi s t  Church , Hol ston 
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Conference , w i th  approxi mate ly  550 students . Johnson B i b l e  Col l ege i s  a 

pri vate fou r-year B i bl e  col l ege cl osely affi l i ated w i th the Church  o f  

Chri s t  a n d  h a s  an  enro l l ment of approxi mately  450 s tudents . 

The Uni vers i ty of Tennes see , Knoxvi l l e provi des tra i n i ng and 

educati onal  o pportun i ty i n  a variety of areas . I n s i de and outs i de the 

cl assroom s tudents are u rged to l ea rn to grow and deve l o p  mental l y ,  to 

broaden thei r hori zons , to cons i der a broad spectrum of i deas and ap­

proaches to l i fe ,  some of  wh i ch i ncl ude a variety of rel i g i ous pers pec­

t i ves and others whi c h  excl ude rel i gi on a l together .  Rel i g i ous studi es 

courses are offered at  UTK but they are not requ i red for graduati o n .  Re­

l i g i ous groups and organi zati ons abound i n  the uni vers i ty area and some 

re l i g i ous  meeti ngs are hel d i n  uni vers i ty bu i l d i ng s .  I n  some i ns tances 

facul ty and s ta ff serve as  vol untary advi so rs to these meeti ngs and groups . 

However , parti c i pation  i s  enti rel y  vol unta ry and no one group has mo re 

uni vers i ty support o r  sanction than the others . Al l groups a re v i ewed as 

part of  the s tudent aci ti vi tes program and come under the same governi ng 

po l i ci es as  the other student acti vi ti es .  Beyond c i v i l  behavi or and abi d­

i ng by the l aw the un i vers i ty ma kes no behav i o r  requi rements of i ts students . 

Pol es apart from UTK i s  Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege , founded i n  the 

l ate n i neteenth cen tu ry as a part of the resurgence of rel i g i ous  fundamen­

tal i sm i n  Ameri ca . · The primary purpose of Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege i s  to pre­

pare persons to function  i n  some capac i ty as a mi s s i onary or representa­

ti ve of the Chr i s ti an rel i g i on and the Chri st ian  Church or Church of Chri st  

i n  parti cul ar.  The i ntent of the school i s  s trengthen i ng the Chri s ti an re­

l i g i ous fai th of the students . The vari ous curri cul a are wei ghted wi th  

courses i n  rel i g i on a l l of  wh i ch are requ i red . Student l i fe is  cl osely 
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superv i sed . There are dres s codes , curfews for both men and women , and 

req u i red attendance at rel i gi ous  serv i ces duri ng  the week and on Sundays . 

I n  addi ti on , each student has mi s s i onary res pons i bi l i ti es at s tated t imes 

duri n g  the year .  Students have a lmost no  opportun i ty to  v i ew a l ternati ve 

l i fe s tyl es or to assess  i n  a cri ti cal way thei r present l i fe styl e .  There 

i s  a lmost no opportun i ty to di scuss i ss ues , v i ew probl ems , or  deal wi th 

questions  from any perspect i ve other than the B i bl i ca l . 

Standi ng  somewhere between these two but probabl y cl oser to the 

vi ewpo int  of UTK i s  H i was see Col l ege. Whi l e  there i s  a strong  cl ose con­

nection  between H i was see Col l ege and her s ponsori ng  agency , the Uni ted 

Methodi s t  Churc h ,  teacher and students al i ke a re encouraged to pursue truth 

vi gorously al ong any path i t  may l ead , to i nvesti gate a l ternati ve approaches 

to probl em sol v i ng ,  to adopt the broader pers pecti ve on i s s ues . A guarded 

envi ronment as opposed to unrestri cted or contro l l ed i s  perhaps the better 

descri pti on for the s i tuati on at H i wassee Col l ege . Strong efforts are 

made to set forth to the �al l ege commun i ty the Chri sti an  fa i th and i ts 

cl a i ms upon persons . Th i s  i s  qu i te evi dent from the s i x  hours of Rel i g i ous  

S tud i es requi red for graduati on ,  the  requi red weekly Chapel serv i ce ,  the 

serv i ces of a ful l -ti me Chapl a i n ,  and the presence on campus of an orga­

n i zed c hurch .  

I ntervi ewees a t  Johnson Bi bl e Col l ege seemed l ess  i ncl i ned to 

expres s doubt , to admi t uncertai nty abo�t rel i g i on or  anythi n g .  There 

was more of a feel i ng of sureness about rel i g i on found among . these stu­

dents . A number of these persons exuded confi dence that thei r rel i g i ous  

po i nt of vi ew was correct and  expres sed concern , a l most  p i ty ,  for those 

who thought otherwi s e .  
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The s tudent body at the three i nsti tuti ons i s  qu i te di fferent . 

Students at Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege represent a very sel ect g roup of i ndi ­

v i dual s w i th defi n i te rel i g i ous connecti ons who have chosen thi s school 

because they feel that here thei r rel i g i ous  fai th wi l l  be strengthened . 

They come confi dent of confi rmation not chal l enge . The maj ori ty are pre­

par i n g  for some rel i g i ous or church-rel ated job  and they have been as­

sured in  advance that there wi l l  be ample  opportuni ty for apprenti cesh i p 

and tra i ni ng  i n  thei r dec i ded fi el ds . None of the a bove cons i derati ons 

fi gured i nto the assembly of the student body at UTK and very l i ttl e at 

H i was see Col l ege . There i s  no rel i g i ous  pl ura l i sm at Johnson B i bl e  Col ­

l ege and a vast majori ty of  the s tudents are members of  e i ther the Chri s­

tian  Church or the Church of Chri st .  Many d i fferent rel i g i ons , rel i gi ou s  

sects , and denomi nati ons are repres en ted o n  the campu s  of  UTK and H i was­

see Col l ege , a l ong wi th persons who have no i n teres t i n  rel i gi on or  op­

pose  rel i g i on .  From the i nformati on provi ded by the i ntervi ewees i t  may 

be surmi sed that a student need not fear that ei ther i ns i tution  or  i ts 

personnel woul d del i beratel y attack hi s rel i g i ou s  standpo i nt wi th the i n­

tent to confuse or bewi l der .  The chal l enge to s uch more than l i ke ly  wou l d 

be fe l t  at UTK and H i wassee Col l ege but even here it woul d only be a man·i·­

fes tation  of the broad educati onal purpose and po l i cy of the school s .  

I nterv i ew data i ndi cates more of  a correl ati on between cl assroom 

experi ences and rel i g i ous  confl i ct at UTK than at H i wassee Col l ege or John­

son B i bl e  Col l ege .  I nterv i ewees at  Johnson B i b l e  Col l ege noted that cl ass­

room presenta ti ons  and di scus s i ons , when they did  di s tu rb , d i d l i ttl e more 

than i ntroduce al ternate Chri sti an i n terpretat i ons , whereas those at H i was­

see Col l ege found l i ttl e to comment on i n  th i s  regard . Students at UTK ,  



however , named courses and rel ated spec i fi c  experi ences i n  wh i ch they 

had experi enced strong c hal l enge to thei r rel i g i ou s  i deas . 

The causes and effects of anxi ety appea r to be much the same 

for students at a l l three i nsti tuti ons . Confl i c t  over rel i g i ou s  i deas 
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as a source of anxi ety fi gured i nto a mi nimum number of cases , only about 

two in each i ns ti tuti on to be exact . I t  wou l d appear that the s tri ngent 

behavi o r  code at Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege presents some s pec i al di ffi cul ties  

for s tudents enrol l ed there . 

As the i n tervi ewees anti ci pated the future fewer students at 

Johnson B i bl e Col l ege foresaw c hanges i n  thei r bel i ef structure than stu­

dents at UTK or  H i wassee Cal l ege . There appeared to be more of a 11 S ure-

nes s a bout rel i g i o us bel i ef11 among the John son B i bl e Col l ege s tudents . 

Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege i ntervi ewees were much more wi l l i ng to 1 1 tal k rel i g i on , 1 1 

to di scuss  rel i g i ous i deas . I ntervi ewees at the other two i nsti tut i ons  

readi ly  answered di rect questions  perta i n i ng to rel i g i on general l y  or the i r 

parti cul ar  bel i ef structure bu t were not as wi l l i ng to s i t  and c hat about 

rel i g i on .  They d i d  not seem as comfortabl e wi th rel i g i on a s  the top i c  of 

conversati on . 

The sources of  rel i g i ou s  confl i ct appear to be much the same for 

i ntervi ewees at al l three i ns ti tuti ons .  There i s  certa i nl y  l es s  l i kel i hood 

tha t s tudents at Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege wi l l  have the i r rel i g i ous  fa i th chal ­

l enged by cl assroom presentation/student d i scuss i ons  than studen ts at UTK 

or  H i wassee Col l ege . By the same token , students at H i wassee Col l ege woul d  

proba bly experi ence l es s  c hal l enge of thi s  nature than s tudents at UTK. 

W i th regard to how they wo ul d handl e the s i tuati on  of respondi ng 

to test questi ons wi th answers whi ch confl i cted wi th the bel i ef system of 



the s tudent ,  res ponses were much the same from a l l i nterv i ewees " The 

proba bi l i ty of such  occurri ng at Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege i s  qu i te remote 
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and perhaps l es s  at  H i was see Col l ege than UTK. Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege 

students appeared to be more ready to defend themsel ves and the i r rel i g i ­

ous  v i ewpo i n ts s houl d such  a s i tuati on ari se � As noted earl i e r ,  UTK i n­

tervi ewees referred to seve ral  i nstances of cl assroom s i tuati ons  i n  wh i ch 

they had fel t strong c ha l l enge to thei r rel i g i ous i deas , nami n g  courses 

and i nstructo rs " I t  s houl d be noted , however ,  that those persons who com­

mented d i d  so wi th  apprec i at ion for the i ntel l ectual st imu l ati on and g rowth 

wh i c h  they had experi enced i n  the process " 



CHAPTER  V 

SURVEY PHASE 

Ana l ys i s  of  Data Rel at i ng to Pri mary Hypotheses 

The anal ys i s  of the data of the survey phase of  the study i s  

based on  the enti re samp l e of 301 students . The data are presented i n  

the form of  tabl es and  each tabl e o r  set o f  tabl es i s  accompan i ed by o b­

servat i ons and concl u s i ons  drawn from the data conta i ned t here i n .  Th i s 

fi rst secti on  conta i ns data rel ated to the pri mary hypotheses . 

Fundamenta l i sm Scores by School  and as  a Total 

A copy of  Marti n and Westi e ' s  Rel i gi o us  Fundamenta l i sm Scal e 

i s  found i n  Append i x  B .  The scal e i s  compri sed of  9 quest i ons  and  the 

hi � hest  pos s i bl e  score i s  +1 8 and  t he l owest  i s  - 1 8 .  No s tudent at  e i ­

ther of the 3 sc hool s scored l ower than -4 . Scores earned at  eac h of 

the 3 schoo l s a re g i ven i n  Tabl e 2 .  

A careful s tudy o f  Tabl e 2 revea l s that fundamen ta l i sm scores 

are h i g h  at  a l l three of the i nst i tuti ons  but h i ghest at  J ohnson  B i bl e  Col ­

l ege , H i wa s see Col l ege next , and  then UTK .  A score of  1 1  o r  a bove wou l d  

i nc l ude 1 00% of Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege ' s ,  86% of H i wa s see Col l ege ' s  and 68% 

of UTK ' s scores . F i fty-fou r  of the persons s urveyed at  Johnson B i bl e  col ­

l ege  scored 1 8 ,  the max i mum , 41  a t  H i was see :sco r�d 1 8 ,  �hi l e  on l y 1 4  · �t  

UTK scored 1 8 . The ta bl e further s hows that s cores at  H i vmssee Col lege 

and  UTK are s pread over a much wi der range than those at  Johnson B i bl e  

Co l l ege . Two persons  at  H i wa s see Col l ege scored +l and one  person at 

UTK reg i stered a -4 , whi l e  a l l the Johnson  B i bl e  Co l l ege s co res are 
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Score 

1 8  
1 7  
1 6  
1 5  
1 4  
1 3  
1 2  
1 1  
1 0  

9 
8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 
0 

-1  
-2 
-3  
-4 

Tota l s 

TAB LE 2 

REL I G I OUS FUNDAMENTAL I SM SCORES BY 
S CHOOL AND AS A TOTAL 

School Tota l Percent o f . 
H i wassee JBC UTK Total 

4 1 54 1 4  1 09 36 . 2 1 
2 8 1 3  23  7 . 64 

1 1  1 9  8 38 1 2 . 62 
9 9 1 3  3 1  1 0 . 32 
9 7 8 24 7 . 97 
5 2 6 1 3  4 . 32 
5 2 3 1 0  3 . 32 
4 1 2 7 2 . 33 
2 0 5 7 2 . 33 
3 0 3 6 1 .  99  
1 0 6 7 2 . 33 
1 0 4 5 1 . 66  
2 0 1 3 1 . 00 
0 0 1 1 . 33 
1 0 1 2 . 66 
1 0 2 3 1 . 00 
1 0 1 2 . 66 
2 0 2 4 1 . 3 3  
0 0 3 3 1 . 00 
0 0 2 2 . 66 
0 0 0 0 . 00 
0 0 0 0 . 00 
0 0 1 1 . 33 

(There were no scores  bel ow -4 . )  

1 00 1 02 99 301 1 00 . 00 

1 1 3  
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c l u ste red i n  the 1 1 - 1 8 range . Tvm h und red forty-e i gh t  o r  82% of  a l l the stu­

ents s u rveyed s cored 1 2  o r  above on the tes t wh i ch i n di cates how s trong -

l y  fun damenta l i s t  the enti re group was . The fac t  tha t  a l l three i ns ti ­

tu ti ons are l o cated i n  the South wh i ch i s  rel i g i ou s l y  conserva ti ve p roba -

b ly  a cco unts i n  l a rg e  measu re for the data . Tha t Johnson  B i b l e Co l l eg e  

s cores are the hi ghes t i s  no s urpri se  i n  l i g h t  o f  the fa ct  tha t Johnson  

B i b l e Co l l ege is  a 1 1 B i b l e  Schoo l  , 1 1 es tab l i s hed as  part  of  the  res urgence 

of re l i g i ous  fundamenta l i sm i n  Ameri ca i n  th e mi d and l a te 1 9 th Century , 

bea rs the repu ta tion of re l i g i o us fundamen ta l i s t ,  and  i s  the reby far more 

l i ke ly  to a ttra ct  s tudents of l i ke m ind . One tends to be somewh at  s ur­

p ri s ed by the rel i g i ou s  fun damental i sm found  amo ng the UTK s tude�ts , how� 

ever . J udg i ng  by i ts reputa ti on i n  the i mmedi ate a rea o ne wou l d  tend to 

bel i eve o therwi s e  concerni ng those enro l l ed a t  UTK. H i wassee • s 

s co res  are s omewha t  d i fferen t  from Johnso n B i b l e Co l l ege s co res bu t no t 

a l l tha t  much . H i wassee • s  repu ta tion as  a conservati ve l i beral  arts two 

year  col l ege i s  certai n l y  borne o u t  by the s co res . I t  mus t be kept i n  

mi nd , however , tha t  persons s urveyed were freshmen i n  e i the r the i r secon d 

o r  th i rd quarte r  of s chool . Pe rh aps a t  th i s  poi n t  t n  thei r academi c ca­

ree rs they a re not too l on g  removed from home and  parenta l  i nf l uence and 

s ti l l  c l i ng to those  i deas a nd op i n i ons l earned at  home and i n  the i r home 

communi  ti e s . As yet  they may have not had the ti me , opportun i ty ,  nor re ­

ce i ved the s ti mu l a t i o n  to exam i ne or  cri ti cal l y  eva l uate the i r  be l i efs 

and  p racti ces . 
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Rel igi o us Confl i c t Sco res by S choo l  and as a To ta l 

A co py of  Ru th Funk ' s  Rel i g i ous Co nfl i ct Sca l e  may be found i n  

Append i x  B .  The s ca l e  i s  compri sed of 2 2  ques ti o n s , the h i ghe s t  pos s i ­

b l e s core be i ng 22  a nd the l owes t bei ng 0 .  Funk  s ays  tha t  the Re l i g i ous  

Confl i c t S ca l e  was des i gned to " measure s imul taneous· tendenci es to re act 

i n  oppos i ng a nd i n compati b l e  ways to the same re l i g i ous a tti tude o bj e ct , "
1 

a nd that a h i gh s co re i n di ca ted a n  ambi va l ent  a tti tude towa rd rel i g i on .  

Rel i g i ous confl i ct s cores  a re g i ven i n  Ta bl e 3 .  

Us i ng the s ca l e  va l ue s : 0-7 , l ow ;  8- 1 5 ,  medi um ;  1 6 -22 , h i gh , 

i t  may be seen tha t  v i ewed as  a g roup  the confl i ct s co res a re mos tly i n  

the h i gh medi um to low range , 1 4  or l ess . Two hundred th i rty-s i x  o r  78% 

o f  the pe rsons s urveyed s co red l l  or l es s  out  of a poss i b l e  22  on  the 

tes t .  Wh i l e  the majority of s tudents expres sed  some rel i g i o us confl i c t ,  

the s cores do no t appear to i nd i ca te a n  u ndue amount  of re l i g i ous confl i ct 

o n  the part of these pe rsons . Severa l re asons may be s ugges ted  as to why 

th i s  i s  true . The s tude n ts ' educati ona l expe ri ence to th i s  po i n t may not 

have been s u ch tha t thetr  rel i g i ous  vi ewpo i n t has  been cha l l enged . Per­

haps the s tudent  i s  a s  yet not that  far a l o ng i n  h i s  educati o n a l  experi ­

ence .  Pos s i b l y  the rel i g i ous pos i ti on of the s tudent i s  s u ch tha t  the 

i deas or o pi n i ons expres sed  make no d i fferen ce to h i m  one way or the 

othe r .  Courses , course conten t ,  i ns tructo r ,  or some unknown vari ab l e  may 

be res pons i b l e  h ere . The i ndi vi dua l  may have co ns c i ou s l y  chosen those 

courses wh i ch by rep u tati on  do not s ti r  the rel i g i. ous  i re of  s tu dents . 

Th e a cademi c cha l l enge of the i ns ti tu t i o n  may be s u ch th at  s tudent  

lfunk , " Exper imenta l , "  p .  240 . 



Score 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1 0  
1 1  
1 2  
1 3  
1 4  
1 5  
1 6  
1 7  
1 8  
1 9  
20 
21 
22 

Total s 

TAB L E  3 

REL I G I OUS CON FL I CT SCORES BY 
S CHOOL AND AS A TOTAL 

School Tota l 
Hil-1a s see J BC UTK 

1 1 1 3 
1 3 2 6 
2 7 0 9 
1 1 2  4 1 7  
6 1 4  4 24  
5 5 6 1 6  
7 9 9 23  
8 9 9 26  
9 1 0  1 2  3 1  

1 1  7 1 3  3 1  
7 5 9 2 1  

1 5  8 6 29 
6 4 8 1 8  
6 3 3 1 2  
3 3 8 1 4  
6 0 2 8 
3 1 2 6 
3 0 1 4 
0 0 1 1 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 1 
0 1 0 1 
0 0 0 00 

1 00 1 02 99 301  

1 1 6  

Percent o f  
Total 

1 . 00 
1 .  99 
2 . 99 
5 . 65 
7 . 97 
5 . 32 
7 . 64 
8 . 64 

1 0 . 30 
1 0 . 30 

6 . 98 
9 . 6 3 
5 . 98 
3 . 99 
4 . 65 
2 . 66 
1 .  99 
1 .  33  
0 . 33 
0 . 00 
0 . 33 
0 . 33 
0 . 00 

1 00 . 00 
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i ntel l ectual  eq u i l i bri um i s  never upset at that parti c u l ar p l ace . I n  the 

case  of at l ea s t  one of th.e i ns ti tu i ons  i. nc l uded i n  th i s  s tu dy ,  Johnson  

Bi b l e Co l l ege , the  a vowed i nten t  of  the s choo l i s  to  confi rm and s treng then 

rel i g i ous con v i cti ons and no t create doubt or arouse  s u s p i c i on re l ati ng 

to those conv i ctions . 

Rel i g i ous  confl i c t s co res at  Johnson B i b l e Co l l ege a re l ower 

than those at e i ther  H iwas see Co l l ege or  UTK . Seven ty o r  69% of the 

s cores at Johnson  B i b l e Co l l ege  a re 8 or bel ow as compared to  40 or 40% 

at  H i wassee Co l l ege and 45 o r  45% at  UTK . 

Anx i e ty S co res by S choo l  and as a To ta l  

The res u l ts of  the I PAT Anxi' ety S ca l e  by s chool  a n d  a s  e1 total 

are g i ve n  in Tab l e  4 .  C atte l l and S chei e r  have the fo l l ow i ng to s ay re­

gardi ng I PAT s co res : 

Ge ne ra l ly ,  a s ten  s core of 4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  o r  7 ( a  raw s co re of 1 9 -39 ) 
i nd i ca tes an  average l evel of  anxi ety .  Scores  of  l ,  2 ,  o r  3 ( a  
raw s core o f  0- 1 8 ) are typ i ca l ly found i n  u nusua l l y  rel axe d s e ­
cure , p h l egmati c i nd i v i dual s .  A s co re of 8 ( a  raw s core of 40-
44 ) i nd i' ca tes a pe rson  whose  anxi ety ,  l evel wo u l d be gett i ng  
seri o u s  wh i l e  s tens of 9 o r  10  (a  raw s co re of  45-80 )  a re fou nd 
i n  on ly  about  1 of  20 cases . 2 

As a g roup  the anx ie ty s cores are as  fo l l ows : 3 1  o r  1 0% a re i n  

the 1 1 u nus ua l l y  re l axed , secu re , ph l egmati c i ndi v i dua l s 1 1 category ;  1 89 o r  

6 3 %  are i n  the 1 1average l evel  o f  anx i e ty 1 1  category ; 4 0  o r  1 3% are i n  the 

1 1 Seri ous l evel  of  a nx i e ty 11 category ; and , 4 1  or 1 4% a re i: n the 1 1 fo und i n  

on ly  l of 20 cas es 1 1  ca tegory·. The number of s co re s  i n  each of  the cate­

gori es at  each of  the schoo l s differs only s l i gh tl y  f rom the s co res as a 

w ho l e . The b i g ges t d i ffe rence i s  i n  category l ,  1 1 U n u s ua l l y  re l axed , 

2catte l l and  S cheie r ,  pp . 1 6 ,  1 9 . 



Score 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1 0  
1 1  
1 2  
1 3  
1 4  
1 5  
1 6  
1 7  
1 8  
1 9  
20  
2 1  
2 2  
2 3  
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

TABLE 4 

ANX I ETY SCORES BY SCHOOL 
AND AS A TOTAL 

S c hool  Tota l 
Hi wa s see JBC UTK 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 1 0 1 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 2 0 2 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 1 
0 1 0 1 
1 3 1 5 
0 0 2 2 
0 1 1 2 
1 4 0 5 
0 4 3 7 
1 1 3 5 
1 3 4 8 
2 3 2 7 
5 4 3 1 2  
4 1 3 8 
5 1 3 9 
1 5 2 8 
5 2 1 8 
5 4 2 1 1  
1 2 1 4 
0 2 4 6 
7 7 2 1 6  
4 1 5 1 0  
4 6 5 1 5  
0 3 3 6 
3 3 5 1 1  
6 2 1 9 
5 3 5 1 3  
0 1 1 2 
1 3 4 8 
1 3 4 8 
3 3 4 1 0  
3 2 2 7 

1 1 8  

Perce n t  of 
Tota l 

. 00 

. 00 

. 00 

. 33 

. 00 

. 00 

. 00 

. 00 

. 66 

. 00 

. 00 

. 33 

. 33 
1 . 66  

. 66 

. 66 
1 . 66  
2 . 33 
1 . 66  
2 . 66 
2 . 33 
3 . 99 
2 . 66 
2 . 99 
2 . 66 
2 . 6 6  
3 . 65 
1 . 3 3  
1 . 99 
5 . 32 
3 . 32 
4 . 98 
1 .  99 
3 . 65 
2 . 99 
4 . 32 

. 66 
2 . 66 
2 . 66 
3 . 32 
2 . 33 
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TABL E  4 ( con t i n ue d ) 

Score S c h oo l  Tota l Percent o f  
H h Ja s s e e  J B C  UTK To t a l  

4 1  2 2 1 5 1 . 66 
42 8 3 3 1 4  4 . 65 
43  2 1 3 6 1 .  99  
44  3 3 2 8 2 . 66 
45 1 2 2 5 1 . 66 
46  2 2 1 5 1 . 66 
47 1 3 0 4 1 .  33 
48 1 1 0 2 . 66 
49  2 1 3 6 1 . 9 9  
50  0 0 1 1 . 33 
5 1  2 0 1 3 1 . 00 
52 1 1 1 3 1 . 00 
5 3  0 0 1 1 . 33 
54 1 0 2 3 1 . 00 
55  1 2 0 3 1 . 00 
56  0 0 0 0 . 00 
57  0 0 0 0 . 00 
58 0 0 2 2 . 66 
59 0 0 0 0 . 00 
60 0 0 0 0 . 00 
6 1  2 0 0 2 . 66 
62 0 0 0 0 . 00 
63  0 0 0 0 . 00 
64 1 0 0 1 . 33 

Tota l s 1 00 1 02 99  301 1 00 . 00 
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secure persons . 11 On l y  4% of  H i wassee • s  s cores fe l l  i n to th i s  category 

wh ereas 1 6% of Johnson  B i b l e  Co l l ege • s  s cores and 1 0% of  U TK s co res 

fe l l i n  th i s  g roup . The me an s core for the vari a b l e  anx i e ty i s  32 . 2 2 .  

Ana lys i s  of va ri ance reveal s that the re i s  no s i g n i fi ca n t  d i ffere nce 

be tween the s choo l s so  fa r as  a nx i ety s cores i s  co ncerned .  

Ana lys i s  o f  the Re l a ti onsh ips Among Fun damenta l i sm ,  Re l i gi ou s  Confl i ct , 
and Anx i e ty by Schoo l s  a nd as To ta l s. 

The fo l l owi ng d i s cu s s i on i s  based o n  i nformat ion  g i ven i n  Ta -

b l es 5 ,  6 ,  a nd  7 .  Carefu l a ttenti on to Ta b l e 5 reve a l s that re l i g i ous  

fu ndamenta l i sm bea rs a s i gnif i can t  negati ve corre l a t i o n  to rel i g i o us con-

f l i ct and  a nx i e ty a t  H i was s ee Co l l ege , Joh ns on B i. b l e  C o l l ege , UTK , and as  

a tota l s ampl e .  A l though a nxi ety and re l i g i ous  fundame n ta l i sm a re not  

s i g n i f i cant ly  co rre l ated at  e i ther H i was see Co l l ege , Johnson  B i b l e  Col ­

l ege (though q u i te c l ose , . 0545 ) , or UTK , these two va ri ab l es are nega -

ti ve ly  co rre l a ted  when the s cores  for the enti re samp l e are put  together . 

Re l i g i ous confl i ct aand  anxi ety a re s i g n i fi cant ly  corre l ated a t  a l l 

. po i nts - - H i wassee Col l ege , Johnson B i b l e  Co l l ege , UTK , a nd  when the s ampl e 

i s  v i ewed as a u n i t .  

The s i gn i f i ca n ce o f  the abo�e data i s  a s  fo l l ows : f l u ctuat i ons 

i n  l eve l of  fu ndame n ta l i sm are l i n ked to fl u ctua t i ons i n  rel i g i o us confl i c t .  

The more fundamenta l is .t the s tudent i s ,  i . e . , the  h i g he r  the  rel i g i ous 

fundamenta l i s t  s core , the l es s  re l i g i o us co nfl i ct that i ndi v i d ua l expert -

ences . A pos s tb l e  reas on  for th i s  i s  a ri g i d  be l ie f  s tructu re . A re l i g i -

ous fu ndamental i s t  qpe rates from a pos i ti on wh i ch has  defi n i te c l e a r l y  

defi ned answers fo r a l l q ues ti ons , s i tuati ons , and  probl ems o ne i s  l i ke l y  

to fa ce a nd , a s  s u ch , i. s. u n l i ke l y  to be di s turbed or  ups e t  by a l te rnati ve 



TAB L E  5 

ANALYS I S  O F  T H E  RELAT I O NS H I PS AMONG FUNDAMENTAL I SM ,  R E L I G I OUS 
CONFL I CT ,  AND ANX I ETY B Y  S CHOOLS AND AS TOTALS 

1 2 1  

Std . De v .  Pr > 5 S ta t . S i gn .  

H i wa s s ee : Fundamen ta l i s m 4 . 22 
Re l i gi o u s  Confl i c t 3 . 8 1 - . 0403 ./._ . 05 
Anxi e ty 1 0 . 98 - . 1 02 7  ;- . 05 

H i\.1 1a s see : Re l i g i o u s  C o n fl i ct 3 . 81  
Anxi e ty 1 0 . 98 . 0001 ·� . 05 

J B C : Fun dame n ta l i sm 1 . 6 7  
Rel i g i o u s  Confl i c t  3 . 87 - . 01 43  � . 05 
Anxi e ty 1 1  . 25 - . 0545 :-- . 05 

J B C : Rel i gi ou s  Con fl i ct 3 . 87 
Anxi ety 1 1  . 2 5 . 0001 < . 05 

UT K :  Fun damenta l i sm 5 . 55 
Re l i g i o u s  Confl i ct 3 . 84 - . 0060 < . 05 
Anxi e ty 1 0 . 91 - . 6884 ? . 05 

UTK : Rel i g i o u s  Confl i c t 3 . 84 
Anx i e ty 1 0 . 91 - . 0020 < . 05 

Tota l Samp l e :  Fun d amen ta l i s m 4 . 49 
Rel i g i ou s  Confl i c t 4 . 00 - . 0021 < . 05 
Anxi ety 1 1 . 1 2  - . 0263  .;:. . 05 

Total Samp l e :  Rel i g i o u s  Confl i ct 4 . 00 
Anxi ety 1 1 . 1 2  . 0001 ..: . 05 



TAB L E  6 

A COMPA R I S O N  O F  REL I G I OUS FUNDAMENTAL I SM , R E L I G I OU S  CONFL I C T , 
AND ANX I ETY SCORES FOR THE THR E E  I NSTITUT I ONS : H I WASS E E  

COLLEGE , JOHNSON BI BL E  COLLEGE , AND U T K  

Vari abl e 

Re l i gi ous  Fund . 
Rel i g i ous  Conf .  
Anxi ety 

Mean 

1 4 . 568 
8 . 43 1  

32 . 222  

Std . Dev . 

4 . 1 29 
3 . 847 

1 1  . 054 

F Val ue 

29 . 09 
1 3 . 36 

2 . 96 

TABL E 7 

. 0001  

. 0001 

. 05 32 

Sta t .  S i qn .  

< . OS 
< . 05 
) . 05 

A COMPAR I SO N  O F  H I WASS EE COLLEGE , JOHNSON BI BL E  C O L L E G E , AND 

UTK W IT H  REGARD TO REL I G I OUS FU N DAMENTAL I SM ,  REL I G I OUS 
CONFL I CT ,  AND ANX I ETY S CORES 

Insti tuti ons Vari abl e- P r  ./ F Stat . S i gn . 
Compared 

H iwassee-JBC Fundamental i sm . 0004 < . 05 
H i wassee-UTK Fundamental i sm . 0001  < . OS 
JBC-UTK Fundamental i sm . • 0001 < . 05 

H i wassee-Jsc· Rel i gi ous . Confl i ct : . 0001 < . 0 5  
H i wassee-UTK Re 1 i gi  ous Confl i ct · . 5224 ?. 05 
JBC-UTK Rel i gi ou s  Confl i ct · . 0001  < . 05 

Hh'lassee-JBC Anxiety . 01 86 < . 05 
H i wassee-UTK Anxi ety . 4863 > . 05 
J BC -UTK An xiety . 0978 ;> . 05 

1 22 
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s o l u ti ons to these q ues ti ons g t ven by o thers . I n s hor t ,  the dogmati c 

pos i ti o n of  the s trong fundmena tl i s t  a l mos t p rec l udes  rel i g i o us co nfl i c t .  

Re l i g i ous fu ndamental i sm i n  and o f  i tse l f i s  not s i g n i fi ca ntly 

corre l ated w i th anx i ety ,  excep t for s cores as a whol e .  Another  near 

excep ti on  i s  at Johnson  Bi b l e Co l l ege ( . 0545 ) . 05 ) , the mo re fundamenta ­

l i s t  of  the s chool s .  

Persons  u nde rgo i ng re l i g i ous co nfl i c t wi l l  l i ke l y  expe ri e n ce 

concomi tan t  anxi ety as wel l .  Th i s  anx i e ty co u l d  tri gger  i nh i b i ti ons wh i ch 

may i n  turn ca us e the i nd i v i du a l  to be more guarded i n  h i s  out l oo k , and 

l ess w i l l i ng to cons i der  a l te rna ti ve answers to ques ti ons or a l terna ti ve 

poi nts of  vi ew .  

Re l i g i o us fundamenta l i sm i s  s i g n i f i cant ly  nega ti vely corre l ated 

wi th anxi ety wh en the s amp l e is  vi ewed as a wh ol e .  The h i gher  the re l i ­

g i o us fundamenta l i sm s co re the l es s  l i ke ly  i s  anx i e ty to be pres ent  wi th ­

i n  the pers o n .  S tro ng fundame nta l i s ts encou nte r  l es s  co nfl i ct ,  hence 

l es s  anx i ety .  

As may be seen from Tab l e  6 the ana lys i s of  vari ance whe n the 

s co res a re to ta l e d c l ear ly  s hows that the re l i g i ous  fu ndamenta l i sm and  

re l i g i ous co nf l i c t s cores  earned by the  s tu dents at  the  3 i ns ti tuti ons 

are i ndeed very di ffe rent- -fundamenta l i sm ( . 0001 , < . 05 ) ; re l i g i o us con ­

f l i ct ( . 00 1 , < . 05 ) . THe s ame does no t ho l d  true fo r the anx i e ty s cores , 

(_ .  0532  >. 05 ) ,  howeve r .  

Ta b l e  7 g i ves  the res u l ts of a . compa ri s on o f  ·the 3 schoo l s  

wi th rega rd to each of the th ree vari ab les , fu ndame nta l i sm ,  re l i g i ous 

confl i ct ,  anxi ety . H i wassee Co l l ege and Johnson  Bi b l e  Co l l ege a re u n ­

l i ke wi th regard to re l i g i ous fu ndamenta l i sm ( . 0004 ,  ( . 05 ) and rel i g i ous 
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confl i ct ,  (_. 0001 , ( . 05 )_ . Hiwassee Co l l ege  and UTK a re u n l i ke wi th re -

ga rd to re l i g i ous fu ndamental i sm ( . 0001 , ( . 05 )  though not u n l i ke wi th 

regard to re l i g i ous co nf l i ct ( . 5224 , � . 05 } . Johnson  B i b l e  Co l l ege and 

UTK a re u n l i ke wi th res pect to re l i g i ous fundame n ta l i sm ( . 0001 , < . 05 )  

and  re l i g i o us conf l i ct ( . 0001 , <. o5 } . 

As i nd i cated  above the re i s  no s i gni f i cant  di ffere nce be twee n 

the three i nst i tu ti ons w i th respect to anx i e ty ,  a l though  there are s i g ­

n i fi ca n t  d i fferences on  the other  two co unts . THe l ack  of vari ati on  on  

th i s co unt when  there is  var i a ti on o n  the  o ther two mi g h t  be ta ken as  

ev i dence of  the  abse nce of  any s trong  ti e be twee n anxi ety and fundamenta ­

l i sm and re l i g i o us conf l i ct may o r  may not b e  accompa n i e d  by fl u cta ti o n  

i n  anx i e ty .  

The anx i e ty be i ng me asured here may , accordi ng to Eri kson ' s  

theory·, be i ndi genous. to the pe ri od  from wh i ch the s tude n t  i s  j u s t  now 

emerg i ng ,  whi ch  i s  a pe r iod  of di seq u i l i bri um , reassessment , and person­

a l i ty reor i en tati o n .  

Ana lys i s  o f  Data Rel at i n g  to Secondary Hypotheses 

Th i s  sect ion  con ta i ns  da ta re l ated to the secondary hypotheses . 

Whereas the data i n  the precedi ng secti o n  were obtai ned by use of the 

rel i g i o us fundame n ta l i sm ,  re l i g i o us conf l i c t ,  and  anxi ety s ca l es , thes e  

da ta we re co p ied  f rom s tudent s urvey forms . 
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Atten dance a t  Sun day S chool  and Ch urch 

Ta bl e 8 re veal s c l ear- cut di ffere nces be twee n the th ree s choo l s 

on the q ues ti on  of frequency of atte ndance a t  S u nday S choo l and Chu rch . 

N i nety-e i g h t  perce nt o f  the s tuden ts a t  Johnson  B i b l e  Col l ege  report that 

they atte nd eve ry S unday as compared to 5 1 % at  H i'was see Co l l ege and 40% 

at UTK . On  th i s  q ues t ion  of freque ncy of  attenda nce at re l i g i o us servi ces 

H i wassee Col l ege and UTK res emb l e  each o ther very mu ch . S i xty-one perce nt 

of  H iwas see • s  s tudents attend at l eas t 2 ti mes  a month as  Compared to ' · · 

58% of  U TK s tu dents . Th i rty - two percent  o f  H i wassee • s s tudents a tte nd 

occas i ona l ly  as  compared to UTK 1 s  35% .  When v i ewed as  a g ro u p , 73% a ttend 

re l i g i o u s  servi ces at l eas t two ti mes  a month . 

As may be s een  from Tab l e  9 fundamenta l i sm and S unday School  and 

Ch urch a tte ndance bear  a s i g n i fi cant rel at i ons h i p  to each o the r a t  H i was s ee 

Co l l ege , UTK , and fo r the s amp l e  as a total , i nd i ca ti ng  tha t persons s o  

pe rs uade d  do  fee l q u i te s trong ly about th i s  part i cu l ar re l i g i ous  d i s ci ­

p l i ne .  Rel i g i ous  conf l i ct i s  re l a ted  i n  a s i g n i f i cant way to a tte ndance 

at  S unday S choo l and C hurch i' n the H iwassee Co l l ege g ro up and  when a l l 

the s co res a re gro upe d .  One way to v i ew th i s  i s  tha t persons  i n  re l i g i ous 

co nfl i' ct a tte nd wors h i p  and s tudy as a means of f i ndi ng some answer or 

res o l u ti' o n  for the confl i ct .  

The absence of a co -vari ati o n  o f  any s ort a t  Johnson  B i b l e  Co l ­

l ege i s  not at  a l l s urpri s i ng .  Re l i g i ous  fu ndamenta l i s m s co res  and re ­

cord of atte ndance a t  C h u rc h  and S unday S chool  of  Johnson  B i b l e  Co l l ege 

s tudents a re both very h i' g h .  Th i s  i. s but  furthe r ev i dence that th i s  i s  

i ndeed a un i:q ue i. n st i: tu ti on wi th a u n i q ue s tude n t  body . 



TABL E  8 

ATT E N DANC E AT SUNDAY S C HOOL AND CHURC H  OF P E RSONS 
SURV E Y E D  B Y  S CHOOL AND AS A TOTAL 

Vari ab l e School  Total Percent of 
H h1a s see JBC  UTK Tota l 

Every Sunday 50 1 00 39 1 89 63 . 64 
T\·JO t imes a month 1 0  1 1 7  28 9 . 43 
One ti me a month 2 f) 3 5 1 . 68 
On ho l i days 3 1 1 5 1 . 68 
Occas i onal l y  32 0 34 66  22 . 22 
Neve r 2 0 2 4 1 .  35 

TABLE 9 

ANALYS I S  O F  TH E RELAT I ONSH I PS AMONG ATTE N DANC E  AT S U N DAY 
S CHOOL AND CHURCH , REL I G I OUS FUNDAME NTAL I SM ,  REL I G I OUS 
CONFL I CT ,  AND ANX I ETY S CORES BY S CHOOLS AND AS TOTALS 

I n s ti tuti on Vari abl e S t d . De v .  

H i was see Rel . Fund . 4 . 0 1  
Re 1 . Confl i ct 3 . 60 
Anxi ety 1 1  . 0 1 

JBC  Rel . Fund . 1 . 68 
Re1 . Confl i ct 3 . 88 
Anxi ety 1 1 . 1 6  

UTK Re1 . Fun d .  4 . 89 
Re1 . Confl i ct 3 . 75 
Anx iety 1 1 . 1 5  

Tota l  Rel . Fund . 3 . 87 
Samp l e Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 80 

Anx i ety 1 1 . 1 1  

F Val ue 

3 . 03 
2 . 75 
1 . 01  

. 30 

. 84 
1 . 81 

7 . 01 
1 . 27 

. 1 6  

22 . 66 
6 . 1 7  
1 .  30 

P r ) F Stat . Sign .  

. 0083 < . 05 

. 0229 < . 05 

. 4 1 50 7 . 05 

. 7 385 > . 05 

. 4344 > . 05 

. 1 698 } . 05 

. 0001  < . OS 

. 2823 / . 05 

. 9736 /. 05 

. 0001 < . 05 

. 0001 < . 05 

. 26 1 9 7 . 05 

1 L6 



S i ze of Communi ty of Res i dence of Persons S urveyed by· School  and as a 
Total 

1 27 

Tab l e  1 0  con ta i ns tnformati on  re l a ti ng to th i s  topi c .  E i g h ty-

o ne perce n t  of H i was s ee Co l l ege s tudents come from rural a reas  o r  sma l l 

towns , whe reas 62% of Johnson B i b l e  Col l ege s tudents and  38% of  UTK stu -

de nts are from these  popu l ati on  g ro up i ngs . The U n i ve rs i ty of Tennessee , 

Knoxvi' l l  e has  by far  the 1 a rger  pe rcen tage of s tu de nts from the c i ti es , 

43% as compared to 1 1 %  for H i was see Col l ege  and  27%  for Johnson  B i b l e 

Col l ege . H i wassee Co l l ege 1 s  r ura l  se tti ng may i n  l a rge  me as u re account  

fo r the  h i gh percent of i ts s tudents from thos e p l a ces wi th a popu l a ti on  

of 2 , 500 o r  l ess . I t  i s  i n deed i nte res ti ng that 1 81 s tu dents , o r  60% of 

the enti re s amp l e ,  a re from areas wi th 2 , 500 or ,l e ss  pop u l ati on . 

As may be seen from Tab 1 e 1 1  , s i ze of commun i ty of res i dence 

and fu ndame nta l i sm a re s i g nfi cantly re l a ted  at H i was s ee Co l l ege ( . 0381 ) ,  

Johnson B i bl e  Co l l ege ( . 0290 ) ,  and for the s amp l e as a tota l  ( . 0025 ) . 

S i ze of communi ty of  res i dence and anx i e ty bear a s i g n i fi can t re l at i onsh i p  

to each other at Johnson B i b l e  Col l ege ( . 01 94 )  tho u g ht a t  n o  other po i nt .  

The rura l  l o ca ti o n  o f  both H i was see Co l l ege and  Johnson  B i b l e Co l l ege  

as  we l l as the i r re l i g i ous affi l i ati on  a re probab l y  fa ctors i n  these re-

l ati ons h i ps . The i' ndi cati on seems to be tha t fu ndamenta l i sm i s  mo re l i ke ­

l y  t o  b e  found  i n  t h e  rura l  a reas a n d  smal l towns a n d  H i wassee Co l l ege , 

i n  pa rti cu l a r ,  attra cts a very h i g h  pe rcen tage of  her  s tuden ts ( 8 1 % )  from 

thes e a reas . 

S tate of Res i.· dence of Pe rsons S u rveyed by Schoo 1 and as a Tota 1 

As may be seen from Tabl e 1 2  a g reate r number of  di fferent  

s tates a re rep resented in  th.e s tudent body a t  Johnson  B i b l e  Co l l ege 



TABLE 1 0  

S I ZE O F  cm�MUN I TY O F  RESI DENCE O F  PERSONS 
SURVEYED BY SCHOOL AND AS TOTALS 

S i ze of Commun i ty School Total 
of  res i dence Hhmssee JBC UTK 

Rural area 52 35 1 3  1 00 
Smal l town 29  28 24 81  

( I n corporated-
2500 ) 

Large town 8 1 1  1 9  38 
( 2600-1 5 , 000 ) 

C i ty 1 1  28 42  81  
( 1 6 , 000- ) 

TABLE 1 1  

Percent of  
Total  

33 . 33 
27 . 00 

1 2 . 67 

27 . 00 

ANALYS I S  OF  THE RELAT I ONSHI PS AMONG S i ZE OF  COMMUN I TY 
OF  RES I DENCE , REL I G I OUS FUNDAMENTAL I SM ,  REL I G I OUS  

CONFL I CT ,  AND ANX I ETY BY SCHOOLS AND AS TOTALS 

1 28 

I n s ti tuti on  Vari abl e Std . Oev .  F Val ue P r > F Stat . S ign .  

H i was see Rel . Fund . 4 . 1 1  2 .  9 1  . 0381 < . as 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 81  1 . 1 2  . 3457  ?. 05  
Anxi ety 1 0 . 86 1 . 77 . 1 568 /. 05  

JBC  Rel . Fund . 1 . 62 3 . 1 2  . 0290  < . 05 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 81  2 . 1 9  . 092 1  7. 05  
Anxi ety 1 0 . 86 3 . 45 . 01 94 .( . 05 

UTK Rel . Fund . 5 . 49  2 . 05 . 1 1 05 ) . 05 
Re 1 . Confl i ct 3 . 86 . 98 . 4079 ( . 05 
Anx i e ty 1 1 . 00 . 79 . 5039 /. 05 

Total Rel . Fund . 4 . 4 1  4 . 95 . 0025 -< . 05 
Sampl e Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 98 2 . 24 . 0820 �. 05  

Anxi ety 1 1 . 09 1 . 88 . 1 31 4  ·/ . 05 



TABLE  1 2  

STATE OF RES I DENCE OF PERSONS SURVEYED 
BY SCHOOL AND AS TOTALS 

State of Res i dence School  Total  
H i was see JBC UTK 

Al abama 3 0 0 3 
Ca l i forn i a  0 0 2 2 
Connecti cut  1 0 0 1 
F l o ri da 0 5 3 8 
Georgi a 5 3 1 9 
I l l i no i s 0 2 3 5 
I nd i ana 0 36 0 36 
Kentucky 1 1 0  2 1 3  
Maryl and  1 1 0 2 
�·1 i c h i  gan 2 1 1 4 
�1i nnesota 0 2 0 2 
M i s s i s s i pp i  0 2 0 2 
Mi s so uri 0 1 1 2 
New Hamps h i re 0 0 1 1 
New Jersey 0 1 2 3 
New York 2 0 1 3 
North Caro l i na 1 4 1 6 
Ohi o 1 4 0 5 
Pennsyl van i a 0 7 0 7 
Tennessee 77 1 1  76 1 64 
Texas 0 2 0 2 
Vermont  0 1 0 1 
V i rg i n i a  6 4 2 1 2  
Hest  V i rgi n i a  0 4 1 5 

( New Zea l and ) 0 1 0 1 

1 29 

Percent of  
Tota l  

1 . 00 
. 67 
. 33 

2 . 68 
3 . 01 
1 . 67  

1 2 . 04 
4 . 35 

. 67 
1 . 34 

. 67 

. 67 

. 67 

. 33 
1 . 00 
1 . 00 
2 . 01 
1 . 67  
2 . 34 

54 . 85 
. 67 
. 33 

4 . 0 1 
1 . 67  

. 33 
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than at  e i the r  H i wass.ee Co l l ege or  UTK . F i fty-fo u r  pe rcent  of Johnson  

B i b l e Co l l ege s tudents a re from those  s tates whi ch Osborn de s i g nates  as  

" areas of s tre ngth ' '  of the  D i s c i p l es of  Chri s t ,  Chri s ti an Church , and  

Church of Ch ri s t . 3 On ly  l l % of  Johnson  B i bl e Co l l ege s tudents are from 

the state of Tennes see . Q u i te the re verse i s  true at H i wassee Co l l ege 

and UTK , whe re 7 7% and 78% of the i r res pecti ve s tudent bodi es a re from the 

s tate of Tennes see . The above fi g ures reg ardi ng Johnson B i b l e  Col l ege 

probab ly  refl ect the s trong re crui tme nt effo rt wh i ch the col l ege ma kes 

th rough the churches wi th wh i ch i t  i s  affi l i ated and re l ates to the 

purpose of the i ns ti tu ti o n  whi ch i s  to tra i n  pe rs ons i n  r� l i g i ous vocati ons 

so that they may re tu rn to con s t i tue nt Churches and fi l l  l eaders h i p po-

s i ti ons . 

The i n te racti ons of s ta te of re s i de nce wi th fundame nta l i sm ,  re -

l i g i o us confl i ct ,  and  anxi ety y i e l ds a s i g n i fi cant co-vari a ti o n be twee n 

fun dame nta l i sm and s ta te of res i de nce a t  H i was s ee Co l l ege and  fo r the 

tota l s ampl e but not at Johnson  B i b l e  Co l l ege or U TK . ( See Ta b l e  1 3 . )  

S tate of res i dence p roduces no vari a ti on i n  the re l i g i o us  co nfl i ct s core 

or anx i e ty s core at e i ther  of the th ree s choo l s . The c l oses t i s  wi th 

anxi ety at J ohnson B i b l e  Co l l ege ( . 0 77 1 , 7 . 05 ) . 

Age of Persons S u rveyed by Schoo l  and as a To tal 

Ta bl e 1 4  s hows that the b i g  d i ffe re nce be twee n s choo l s i n  the 

ages of  the pe rsons s urveyed i s  at  1 9 ,  20 , and above . Whereas 29% and 

3Rona l d E .  Osborn , ' ' D i s c i pl es of Chri s t . ' ' The Ame ri can Church 
of the P rotestant  Heri tage , e d . , Verg i l i us Ferm ( New York : Ph i l osoph i ca l  
L i b ra ry, , 1 95 3), p .  39 1 . 



TABLE  1 3  

ANALYS I S  OF  THE RELATI ONSH I PS AMONG STATE OF  RES I DENCE , 
REL I G I OUS FUNDAI�E r-1TAL I S1·1 ,  REL I G I OUS COr iFL I CT ,  AND 

ANX I ETY BY SCHOOLS AND AS TOTALS 

I n s ti tuti on  Vari abl e Std . Dev .  F Val ue P r / F 

H i was see Re1 . Fund . 3 . 64 4 . 45  . 0001 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 84 . 88 . 5565  
Anxi ety 1 0 . 98 1 . 00 . 4503  

JBC  Rel . Fun d .  1 . 63 1 . 2 3  . 25 1 7 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 87 1 . 00  . 4681 
Anxi ety HL 65 1 . 6 2  . 07 1 1 

UTK Rel . Fun d .  5 . 66 . 85 . 6032 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 88 . 97 . 4883 
Anxi ety 1 0 . 69 1 . 2 3  . 2700 

Total Rel . Fun d .  4 . 26 2 . 5 1 . 0002 
Sampl e Rel . Con fl i ct 3 . 96 1 .  30 . 1 620 

Anxi ety 1 1 . 0 1 1 . 2 3  . 2 1 7 1  

1 3 1 

Sta t .  S i on .  

<. .  05 
) . 05 
/ . 05 

). 05 
;. 05  
;> . 05 

/. 0 5  
)' .  05  
I' .  05  

<. as 
/. 05  
}. 05 
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TABLE  1 4  

AGE O F  PERSONS SURVEYED B Y  SCHOOL AND AS TOTALS 

Age School Tota l Percent  o f  
H i was see J B C  UTK Total 

1 6  0 1 0 1 . 34 
1 7  2 3 2 7 2 . 39 
1 8  48 47  47 1 42 48 . 4 6  
1 9  29  2 5  40  94 32 . 08 
20 1 0  1 1  3 24 8 . 1 9  
Above 20  9 1 2  4 25  8 . 53 



1 33 

25% of  H i was see Co l l ege and  Jo hnson B i b l e  Col l ege s tudents , res pec ti ve l� 

we re age 1 9 ,  4 1 % of UTK  s tudents we re age  1 9 ,  and whi l e  1 9% and  23%  of the 

H i was see Co l l ege and Johnson  B i bl e Co l l ege s tudents , res pecti vel y� were 

age 20 or above on ly  7% of UTK s tudents we re i n  th i s  category .  

As may be seen from Tab l e  1 5 ,  when fu ndamental i sm ,  re l i g i ous 

confl i ct ,  and anx i ety sco res a re i nteracted wi th age by s choo l s  and  as 

tota l s  they do not vary s i g n i 'fi cantly i n  any way . 

Re l i' gi ous P reference by Schoo 1 s and as a To ta 1 

As Ta b l e  1 6 s hows , 96% of the pe rs ons s u rveyed at  H i wassee Col ­

l ege are P ro tes tants and  o n l y  4% are Roman Catho l i cs .  At  Johnson Bi bl e 

Co l l ege ,  1 00% of the i n te rv i ewee s are P rotes ta nt . I n  bo th i ns tances the 

h i g h  percentage of P rotes tants i s  unders tanda b l e  i n  l i gh t  of the fac t tha t  

both are P rotes tant denomi na ti ona l s chool s ,  adverti sed  a s  s u oh , a n d  i n  the 

case of H i wassee Co l l ege rec ru i t s tudents pri mari l y  from the Southwes t 

V i rg i n i a ,  Eas t  Tennessee , North Georg i a ,  Wes te rn North Carol i na ,  North 

A l a bama area  wh i ch i s  predomi nantl y P rotes tant. Johnson  B i bl e  Co l l ege 

has very c l ose  ti es  wi th the Chr i s ti an Church/ Churches of Chri s t  and 

re crui ts heavi ly  through  the denomi nat i o na l s t ructure . The Un i ve rs i ty of 

Tennes see , Knoxv i l l e has somewha t mo re vari ety wi th 85% P ro tes tant , 1 2% 

Roman Catho l i c ,  1 %  G reek Orthodox , and 2% wi th no re l i g i o us preferen ce . 

I n  th i s  res pect  UTK re fl ects s trongly the area whi ch i t  serves , Tennes see 

and the Southeas t .  

Tab l e  1 7 , where re l i g i ous preferen ce , fu ndamental i sm ,  rel i g i ous 

co nfl i ct ,  and anxi e ty are i n te racted s hows s ta ti s ti cal  vari ance i n  2 



TABLE  1 5  

ANALYS I S  OF  THE RELAT IONSH I PS AMONG AGE , REL I G I OUS 
FUNDAMENTALI S�1 , REL I G I OUS CONFL ICT , AND ANX I ETY 

SCORES BY SCHOOLS AND AS TOTALS 

I n s t i tut i on Vari ab l e Std . Dev .  F Va l ue Pr/ F 

H i was see Rel . Fun d .  4 . 1 6  1 . 98 . 1 040  
Re1 . Confl i ct 3 . 85 . 4 1  . 8027 
An x iety 1 1  . 1 3  . 23 . 9 1 87 

J B C  Rel . Fund . 1 . 6 1  2 . 09 . 0727 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 90 . 59 . 7081 
Anxi ety 1 1 . 1 0  1 . 44 . 2 1 73 

UTK Rel . Fund . 5 . 56 1 . 6 7  . 1 64 3  
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 7 1 2 . 07 . 0907 
Anxi ety 1 0 . 89 1 . 5 1  . 2063  

Total Re l . Fund . 4 . 57 . 1 8  . 9695  
Sampl e Re l . Con fl i ct 4 . 00 . 64 . 6727  

Anxi ety 1 1 . 1 0  1 . 5 0  . 1 89 5  

l::l4 

Stat . S ign .  

·/. 05  
). 0 5  
/. 05 

)' .  05 
)' . 05 
/. 05 

/ . 05  
/ . 05 
;?. 05 

7 . 05 
/" . 05 
/. 05  



TABLE  1 6  

REL I G I OUS  PREFERENCE OF PERSONS SURVEYED B Y  
SCHOOL AND AS  A TOTAL 

Rel i gi ous  School  Total  
Preference H i v1a ssee JBC  UTK 

Roman Cathol i c  4 0 1 2  1 6  
Protestant 96 1 02 83 281  
Greek Orthodox 0 0 1 1 
Other or  none 0 0 2 2 

TABLE  1 7  

ANALYS I S  O F  THE  RELATI ONSH I PS  AMONG REL I G I OUS 
PREFERENCE , REL I G IOUS FUNDAMENTAL I SM , 

REL I G I OUS CONFL I CT ,  AND ANX I ETY  
BY  SCHOOLS AND AS TOTALS 

I nsti tuti on  Vari abl e Std . Dev . F Val ue P r 7 F 

HhJassee Rel . Fun d .  4 . 1 5  4 . 6 3  . 0338 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 � 78 2 . 93 . 090 1  
Anx i e ty 1 1 . 00 . 72 . 3976 

JBC Rel . Fund . 1 . 67  . 00 1 . 0000 
Re r. Confl i ct 3 . 8T . 00 1 . 0000 
Anxi ety 1 1 . 25 . 00 1 . 0000 

UTK Rel . Fund . 5 . 56 1 . 2 5  . 2958 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 85  1 . 07  . 3644 
Anxi ety 1 1 . 1 2  . 1 0  . 9566  

Total Rel . Fun d .  4 . 37 7 . 27 . 0001 
Samp l e  Rel . Confl i ct 4 . 00 . 92 . 4356 

Anx i e ty 1 1 . 1 9  . 09 . 9602 

1 35 

Percent o f  
Total 

5 . 33 
93 . 67 

. 33 

. 67 

S tat . S i an .  

< . 05 
) . 05 
/ . 05 

/. 05  
/. 05  
7. 05  

<..  05  
/. 05 
7 . 05  
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i ns tan ces , fundamenta l i sm s co re s  earned at  H iwas s ee Co l l eg e  ( . 0338 < . 05 }  

and fundamenta l i sm s cores when reported  as a total  ( . 0001 "" . 05 )  . . 

P rotes tant  De nomi nat i ona l P reference by School s and as  a Total  

Tab l e  1 8  g i ves P ro tes ta nt  de nomi nati ona l  p refe ren ce by s choo l s 

and as a tota l . The h i g h  pe rcentage of Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege s tudents 

wh o ho l d  membe rs hi p i n  the Church of Chri s t  and Chri s ti an Ch u rch , 90% , 

i s  ce rta i n l y  no  s urpri se  especi a l ly  s i nce Johnson  B i bl e  Co l l ege i s  s trong­

l y  a l i g ned  w i th these two g roups . The pe rcen tage o f  Bap ti s ts ,  55% as com­

pared to Me thodi s t , 2 2% , enrol l e d at H i was s ee Co l l ege , a Metho di s t i ns ti ­

tuti on , i s  a m i' l d  s u rp ri se , however.  Two denomi nati ons are s trong l y  

repres ented  i n  the UTK g roup : Bapti s t ,  wi th 35% ,  and  P res by teri an wi th 

1 8% .  Th e h i g h  perce ntage o f  Bapti s ts enrol l ed at  H i was s ee Co l l ege and 

UTK i s  u nde rs tanda b l e  i n  l i g h t  of the g reat  n ume ri ca l  s trength � of th i s  

parti cu l ar denomi nati on  i n  t he southeas tern reg i on .and part i cu l a rl y  

Eas t  Tennes s ee . 

Analys i s· of  th.e re 1 a ti ons h i ps among  denomi nati on  a 1 p refe rence , 

fundamen ta l t sm , re l i g i ous confl i ct ,  and  anx i e ty s cores at  e ach of the 

three i nst i tuti ons , and then as  tota l s  as  s een i n  Tab l e 1 9  revea l s a 

s tati s ti ca l l y  s i gn i fi cant re l a ti ons h i p  be tween  the va ri ab l e  denomi nati onal 

p re fe rence and fundamental i sm s cores as a tota l ; between denomi nati o na l  pre­

fe reh ce and  re l i g i ou s  confl i ct a t  Johns on  B i bl e  Co l l eg e  and  re l i g i ou s  co n­

fl i ct s co res as; a tota l ; and betwee n denomi. na ti o na l preference a nd anxi ety 

a t  J o hns on B i b l e  Col l ege . 



TABLE  1 8  

PROTESTANT DENOM I NATI ONAL PREFERENCE OF P ERSONS 
SURVEYED BY SCHOOL AND AS A TOTAL 

Denomi nati on  School Total  
H i \-1assee JBC  UTK 

Di sc i pl es of Chri s t  0 l 2 3 
Bapti s t  5 3  l 33 87 
Methodi s t  2 1  1 1 1  33  
Lutheran l 0 1 2 
Church  of Chri s t  2 1 5  7 24 
Chri st i an Church  0 74 2 76 
Church  of God 3 0 0 3 
P resbyteri an  5 0 1 7  22 
Pentecostal  Hol i ne s s  1 0 0 1 
Quaker 1 0 0 1 
Epi s copal 2 0 4 6 
No denomi nati onal  

preference 7 0 3 1 0  
Non-denomi nati onal  0 6 1 7 
New Testament Church  0 1 1 2 
Does not app l y  0 0 1 3  1 3  

1 37 

Percent 
of Tota l 

1 . 03 
30 . 00 
l l  . 38 

. 69 
8 . 28 

26 . 20 
1 . 03 
7 . 59 

. 34 

. 34 
2 . 07 

3 . 45 
2 . 4 1  

. 69 
4 . 48 



TABLE  1 9  

A�ALYS I S OF THE RELAT IONSH I PS AMONG PROTESTANT DENOM I NAT I ONAL 
PREFERENCE , REL I G IOUS FUNDAMENTAL I SM , REL I G I OUS  CONFL I CT ,  

AND ANX I ETY BY SCHOOLS AND AS TOTALS 

1 38 

I nst i tuti on S td . Dev .  F Val ue Pr ) F Stat . S ign .  

H i v1assee Rel . Fund . 3 .  7 1  3 . 5 3 . 0006 < . 05  
Re l . Confl i ct 3 .  72 1 . 42 . 1 857  ?. 05 
Anx i ety 1 1 . 0 1 . 90 . 5 359 7. 05  

JBC  Rel . Fund . 1 . 72 . 27 . 9480 >-,. 05 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 7 1 1 . 50  . 1 868 /. 05  
Anx iety 1 0 . 88 2 . 4 3  . 03 1 6  < . OS 

UTK Rel . Fund . 5 . 1 9 2 . 00 . 0382 < . 05 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 59 2 . 28 . 01 73 < . 05 
Anxi ety 1 1 . 1 1  . 85 . 5 956 ) . 05 

Total Rel . Fund . 3 . 88 6 . 96 . 0001 < . 05 
Samol e Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 74 3 . 97 . 0001 < . 05 

Anxi ety 1 1 . 1 9  1 . 5 0  . 1 1 1 9  )' .  05  
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Soci o-Economi c S ta tus by Schoo l s. and as a Total 

As may be seen from Tab l e  20 , 56% of the s tudents s urveyed 

s cored  between 1 3- l l whereas i n  the two nati. ona l  s urveys where the s ta te­

ment  was used only 1 5% of the homes s urveyed s cored as h i g h . One hu ndred 

twenty-ni ne or 43% of the s tudents s urveyed s cored between  1 0 -5  whereas 

i n  the two nati'o na l s urvey-s 67% had s cores i n  th i s  ca tegory .  Nati onal ly  

1 8% of the h omes s cored be tween 4-2  but on ly  . 6% of the s tudents 1 s cores 

we re in th i s  category .  

When s cores a t  the i nd i v i dua1 school s are compared i t  may be 

s een  that H i wassee Col l ege has 39% of i ts s cores i n  the 1 3- l l category 

whereas Johnson  B i b l e Col l ege has 52% i n  the s ame ca tegory and UTK has  

79% . I n  the mi ddl e range , upper and l ower , H i wassee Col l ege has 60% of 

i ts s c6res whe reas Jo hnson Btb l e Col l ege has  4 9% and UTK only 20% . A 

pos s i b l e  exp l ana ti on for these di fferences may be that H iwassee Col l ege 

h as tradi ti onal ly attracted s tudents of l i mi ted fi nan i al  means whereas 

th i s  may not be true of the o ther  two i ns i tuti ons . H i wassee Col l ege has  

a reputati on of never denyi ng admi s s i o n  to anyone on the bas i s  of l ack 

of fi nances . 

A poss i b l e  exp l ana ti on for the di fference betwee n  the s cores of 

the s tudents s urveyed and those s cores comi ng from the two nat i o na l  s u r­

veys may be that perso ns f rom the upper soc i o-economi' c  l eve l tend to p l ace 

mo re of a p remi' um on  educa tion  and ch i l dren from these homes are more 

l i kely to conti nue thei r education beyond the seconda ry l eve l . 

Tab l e  2 1  reveal s th.at wh.en the socio -economic  s core from t he 

th ree schoo l s  are i. nte racted wi th the fundamenta l i sm ,  re l t g i' ou s  confl i ct ,  

and anxi ety s co res  from these i_ns ti tut ion s , the on ly  ones  s ta ti s ti ca l ly 



TABLE 20  

SOC I O- ECONOM I C  STATUS BY S CHOOL AND AS  TOTALS 

Score * S chool  Tota l  Percent of Percent of  Score 
H iwassee J B C  UTK Total Nati ona l  Surve�s 

( By certa i n  groupi n gs ) 

Top 1 5% 39 53 77 1 69 56 o 00 
( Scores 1 3- 1 1 ) 

Upper t�i dd l e  3 1 % 42 35 1 4  9 1  30 o 00 
( S cores 1 0-8 ) 

Lower Mi ddl e 36% 1 8  1 4  6 38 1 3 0 00 
( Scores 7-5 ) 

Bottom 1 8% 1 0 1 2 6 o 00 
( Scores 4-2 ) 

( By i ndi v i dua l  s cores ) 
2 0 0 0 0 o OO 2 o 9  
3 0 0 1 1 o 33 6 o 0  
4 1 0 0 1 o 33 6 o 0  
5 7 6 0 1 3  4 o 33 1 1 o  2 
6 2 3 1 6 2 o 00 1 3  0 3 
7 9 5 5 1 9  6 o 33 l 2 o 6  
8 1 1  8 2 2 1  7 o 00 1 1 . 6  
9 1 0  1 0  5 2 5  8 o 33 1 0 o 0  

1 0  2 1  1 7  7 45 1 5 o 00 9 0 1 
1 1  8 22 1 2  42 1 4 o 00 6 0 7  
1 2  1 1  1 3  2 3  47 1 5 o 67 5 0  1 
1 3  20  1 8  42 80 26 o 67 2 o 7  

__, 

.j::>, 
C> 

* Accordi n g  to 2 nati ona l  s urveys 



TAB L E  2 1  

ANALYS I S  O F  TH E R E LAT I ONSH I PS AMONG S O C I O- ECONOM I C  STATUS , 
R E L I G I OU S  FUN DAMENTAL I SM ,  REL I G I OUS CONFL I CT ,  

AND  ANX I ETY B Y  S CHOOLS AND AS A TOTAL 

1 4 1  

I n s ti tuti on  Vari a b l e S td . De v .  F Va l ue Pr ? F S ta t .  S i qn .  

H hJa s see Re l . Fund . 3 . 94 2 . 6 7 . 0085 < . 0 5  
Re l . Confl i ct 3 . 7 5 1 . 36 . 2 1 7 8 ) . 05 
Anxi ety 1 0 . 72 1 . 5 5  . 1 4 1 5  7 . 05 

J B C  Rel . Fund . 1 .  70 . 5 5 . 81 72 7 . 05 
Rel . C o n fl i ct 3 . 89 . 90 . 5 1 8 3 / . 05 
Anxi ety . 1 1 . 1 2  1 .  30 . 2555  7 . 05 

UT K Re l . Fund . 5 . 37 1 . 77 . 08 5 3  / . 05 
Re l . C o n fl i ct 3 . 80 1 . 2 1  . 2 985 "7 . 05 
Anxi e ty 1 1 . 01 . 81 . 6 1 0 1  / . 05 

Tota l Re l . Fund . 4 . 35 3 . 07 . 00 1 0 < . 05 
Sampl e Re l . Confl i ct 3 . 96 1 . 6 6  . 0894 /'. 05 

Anxi e ty 1 1 . 05 1 . 4 9  • 1 41 1  7 . 05 
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s i gni fi ca nt are the fundame n ta l i sm s core a t  H i wassee Co l l ege ( . 0085 ) and  

the fundamenta l i sm scores as  a tota l { . 00 1 0 ) .  The  n u l l hypothes i s  re-

l ati ng to these two parti cu l ar i tems are the re by rej ected wi th respect 

to Hi was see Co l l ege . I f  the pe rsons s u rveyed are repres enta tive o f  the 

s tu dents e nro l l ed at  these three i ns ti tuti ons then o ne can s ay that where ­

as the fundame ntal i sm scores as a tota l and fundamenta l i sm s cores at H i ­

was s ee Co l l ege and soci o-economi c s cores are s i gn i fi cant ly  corre l ated , 

the s ame does not ho l d true for Johnson B i b l e  Col l ege  and UTK . 

Sex of Persons S urveyed by S chool  and as a Tota l 

As may be s een from Ta b l e 22 , the percentage of  ma l es and  fe ­

ma l es i n  the s amp l e  was about  the same for H iwassee Co l l ege  and Jo hnson 

B i b l e  Co l l ege , 45% mal e ,  55% fema l e ,  but  s l i gh t l y  d i fferent fo r UTK where 

the percentages are 37% ma l e  and 6 3% fema l e .  

Ta b l e  23 s hows the fo l l owi ng : re l i g i ous fundamenta l i sm i s  not 

s i g n i fi can tly  re l a ted to s ex at e i ther of the s choo l s  o r  the s amp l e  as  a 

who l e .  Re l i gi o us confl i ct ,  howeve r ,  does bear  a s i g ni f i cant rel ati o ns h i p  

to sex a t  Johnson  B i b l e  Col l ege though a t  no o ther poi n t .  Anxi ety and 

sex do co-vary at  H i was see Col l ege and a l s o whe n the th ree s amp l e  po p u ­

l a ti ons are taken  as one g roup . 

Grade Poi n t  Ave rage of  S tudents S urveyed at  H i wassee Co l l ege 

The g rade po i n t average was ava i l abl e on ly  fo r those s tu dents 

at H iwas s ee Co l l ege . Tab l e  24 s hows that re l i g i o us fu ndame nta l i sm s co res 

and g rade po i nt average are not s i gni f i cantly corre l ated ( . 3650 � . 0 5 ) ,  b u t  

re l i g i ous conf l i. ct ( . 0094 <. 0 5 }  a n d  anxi e ty ( . 0334 <. 05 ) do b e a r  a s i g ni fi ­

cant negati ve corre l at ion  to grade point  ave rage . The hi gher  the re l i g i o us 



Sex 

t·1a l  e 
Fema l e  

TABLE  22  

S EX OF  PERSONS SURVEYED RY  SCHOOL AND AS  A TOTAL 

School 
H iwas see JBC 

45  
5 5  

4 6  
56  

UTK 

36 
62 

TABLE  23 

Total 

1 27 
1 73 

Percent of 
Total  

42 . 33 
57 . 67 

ANALYS I S  OF  THE RELAT IONS H I PS AMONG SEX  OF PERSONS S U RVEYED , 
REL I G IOUS  FUNDAMENTAL I SM , REL I G IOUS CONFL I CT ,  

AND ANX I ETY BY S CHOOL AND AS TOTALS 

1 43 

I n s ti tut i on Vari abl e Std . Dev .  F Val ue Pr 7 F S ta t .  S i qn .  

H i was see Rel . Fund . 4 . 25 . 01 . 9 1 1 8 . /. 05 
Re l . Confl i ct 3 . 82 . 5 3  . 4670 '7. 05 
Anx i ety 1 0 . 5 7 8 . 95 . 0035 < . 05 

JBC  Rel . Fund . 1 . 67  . 30 . 584 3 /. 05 
Rel . Conf1 i ct 3 . 75 7 . 97 . 0057  < . 05 
Anx i e ty 1 1  . 29 . 28 . 601 1  / . 05 

UTK Re1 . Fund . 5 . 6 1  . 00 . 9976  / . 05 
Re1 . Con fl i ct 3 . 82 2 . 55 . 1 1 38 ) . 05 
Anxi ety 1 1 . 01  . 29 . 5929 / . 05 

Tota l Re l . Fun d 4 . 5 1 . 30 . 5836 > . 05 
Sampl e Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 99 3 . 4 3  . 0650 ;> . 05 

Anxi e ty 1 1 .  06 5 . 39 . 02 1 0 ( . 05 
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ANALYS I S  O F  TH E RELAT I ONS� I I PS AMONG STUDENT GRADE PO I NT AV E RAG E , 
REL I G I OUS FUNDAr 1ENTAL I SM , REL I G I OUS CONFL I CT .  AN D 

ANX I ETY OF  P ERS ONS S URV EYED AT H I WASS E E  COLLEGE 
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I n s t i tut i o n  Vari a b l e S t d . Dr.v .  F Val ue P r / F S ta t .  S i gn .  

H i wa s s e e  Rel . Fun d .  
Re l . Con fl i ct 
Anxi e ty 

4 . 29 
3 . 8 1  

1 n .  98 

. 36 5 0  

. 0094 

. 0334 

7. 0 5  
( . 05 
< . 0 5  
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for such  wou l d  a ppear obv i ous : when upset the anxi ety i ncreases perhaps 

to the poi nt  of  i nterference . Concentrati on becomes d i ffi cu l t i f  not i m­

poss i bl e . Too , rel i g i ou s  confl i ct or  consternati on produced by chal l enges 

to l ong s tand i ng opi n i ons or  bel i efs con s ume o�e ' s  a ttentri on · and energy , 

and i nterfere wi th s tudy .  I t  mu st  be kept i n  mi nd  that for the s ampl e 

as  a whol e ,  rel i g i ous  confl i ct and anxi ety are s i gn i f icant ly  correl ated . 

Re l i g i ou s  confl i ct tri ggers anxi ety whi ch has  a d i rect bea ri ng on  grade­

po i nt average .  

S i ze of  Churc h  of Persons  S urveyed by School and as  a Total 

As may be seen i n  Tabl e 25 , 99 of the 1 02 Johnson  B i b l e  Col l ege 

s tudents s urveyed report approx i mate c hurc h  s i ze rang i ng from 35-2000 , 

for an average c hurch  s i ze of 278 . E i ghty-seven H i was see Col l ege students 

state approx imate c hurc h  s i ze rangi ng from 5- 900 , for an  average churc h  

s i ze of 20 1 . E i ghty-one UTK s tudents l i s t a pproxi mate c h u rc h  s i ze a s  

rangi ng from 50-6000 , for an average churc h  s i ze of  748 . W i th a total of  

267  i ntervi ewees reporti ng a pproxi mate church  s i ze rang i ng  from 5-6000 , the 

average c hurc h  s i ze for t he s amp l e i s  396 . It i s  perhaps worth noti ng  that 

at  H i was see Col l ege 87 % of  the 99 s tudents respond i ng  to the su rvey were 

abl e to prov i de data on approxi mate churc h  s i ze ,  at UTK 8 1 % of the s tudents 

gave the same type i nforma t i on , whi l e  97% of  t he Jo hnson  B i bl e  Col l ege 

s tu dents s uppl i ed t he i nformati on . On the bas i s  of th i s ,  one mi ght  hy­

pothes i ze a rel at ions h i p  between re l i g i ous  fundamenta l i sm and i mportance 

of c hurc h  and rel i g i ou s  acti v i t i es .  Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege i s  c l earl y the 

more fundamenta l i st of the three i nsti tut i ons and  i n  t h i s case a h i g her 



Vari a b l e 

App roxi mate s i ze o f  
c h u rc h  atte n ded 

( ra nge ) 
N umbe r o f  pers o n s  

res pon d i n g  
Ave rage s i ze o f  

c h u rc h  a tten de d  

TABLE  25  

S I ZE OF  CHURCH ATTENDED BY  
SCHOOL AND  AS  TOTALS 

Sc hool  
H i wa s s ee JBC 

5 -900 35-2000 

87 99 

201  278 
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Total 
DTK 

50-6000 5-6000 

81  267 

747 396 
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percentage of Johnson  B i b l e  Col l ege s tudents knew and reported on thei r 

church . 

Data t n  Tab l e 26 s how - that  i n teracti on of s i ze of  ch urch wi th 

fundamenta l i sm ,  re l tg i ous confl i ct ,  and anxi ety fa i l ed to y i e l d  a s ta ­

ti. s ca l ly  s i gn i fi cant  vari ance i n  e i ther o f  the means a t  e i ther o f  the 

3 s choo l s or wi th the tota l s ampl e .  

Cons ent to be I nte rvi ewe d by S choo l s  and as a Tota l 

As may be seen  from Tab l e  27 the percentage of pe rs ons who gave 

the i r consent to be i ntervi ewed i s  nearly the s ame for a l l 3 s chool s .  

Tab l e  28 revea l s that when the vari abl e of conse n t  to be i n tervi ewed i s  

i n te racted wi th fundamen taH sm , re l i g i ous confl i c t ,  and  anxi ety s cores 

there i s  no s ta t i st i ca l l y  s i. g n i. fi cant d i ffe rence for ei ther score at 

e i ther  s choo l . The s ame i s  true wi th the to tal s co re for a l l those 

school s when the fundamenta l i sm and re l i g i ous confl i ct s cores are i n ter­

acted  wi th 1 1 Consent  to be i n tervi ewe d . 1 1  However , the to ta l score fo r 

al l th ree schoo l s on  anx i ety when i nteracted wi th consent  to be i nter­

vi ewed does s how a s ta tis ti cal l y  s i gn if i cant  di fference ( . 0375  < . 05 ) . 

Those persons who experi'ence h i gh l eve l s  of anx i e ty woul d fi nd the i r 

anx i e ty expres s i ng i tse l f i n  d i verse ways , even re l uctance to engage i n  

s e ri ous di s cuss i on wi th a n  i nterv i ewer .  



TABLE  26  

ANALYS I S  OF  THE RELAT I ONSH I PS AMONG S I Z E  OF CHURCH  ATTENDED ,  
REL I G I OUS FUNDAMENTAL I SM , REL I G I OUS CONFL I CT ,  AND 

ANX I ETY BY SCHOOLS AND AS TOTALS 
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I nsti tut i o n  Vari ab l e Std . Dev .  F Val ue Pr :z F Stat . S ign .  

H i was see Rel . Fund . 4 . 22 . 8450 /. 05 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 81 . 1 1 63 ) . 05 
Anx i ety 1 0 . 98 . 901 8 /. 05 

JBC  Rel . Fund . 1 . 67 . 6 1 27 / . 05 
Re l . Confl i ct 3 . 87 . 8796 )' . 05 
Anxi ety 1 1  . 25 . 9378 /. 05  

UTK Rel . Fund . 5 . 55 . 1 5 23  / . 05 
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 84 . 4622 / . 05 
Anx i ety 1 0 . 9 1 . 2752  7 . 05 

Total Rel . Fun d .  4 . 49 . 6374 /. 05  
Sampl e Rel . Confl i ct 4 . 00 . 8578 7 . 05 

Anx i ety 1 1 . 1 2  . 4068 7 . 05 

TABLE  27 

CONSENT TO BE I NTERVI EWED BY SCHOOL AND AS TOTALS 

Answer 

Yes 
No 

School  
H i wassee JBC  

83  
1 7  

84 
1 8  

UTK 

85 
1 4  

Total 

252 
4 9  

Percent o f  
Total 

8 3 . 72 
1 6 . 28 
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ANALYS I S  OF  THE RELAT I ONSH I PS AMONG REL I G I OUS 
FUNDAMENTAL I SM , REL I G I OUS CONFL I CT ,  ANX I ETY , 

AND CONSENT TO B E  I NTERV I EWED 
BY  SCHOOLS AND AS TOTALS 

I n sti tut i on Vari ab l e Std . Dev .  F Val ue P r 7  F 

H i \va ssee Rel . Fund . 4 . 20 2 . 26 . 1 364 
Rel . Con fl i ct 3 . 83 . 1 1  . 7 365 
Anxi ety 1 0 . 99 . 84 . 8400 

J BC Rel . Fun d .  1 . 66 2 . 00 . 1 604 
Re 1 . Con f1 i ct  3 . 87 1 . 1 2  . 29 1 6 
Anxi ety 1 1  . 1 3  3 . 09 . 0820  

UTK Rel . Fun d .  5 . 5 3 1 . 84 . 1 779  
Rel . Confl i ct 3 . 85 . 36 . 55 1 6 
/l.nxi ety 1 0 . 9 1 . 99 . 32 1 9 

Tota l Rel . Fund . 4 . 50 . 00 . 9679  
Sampl e Rel . Confl i ct 4 . 00 . 1 5  . 701 9 

Anxi ety 1 1 . 06 4 . 37 . 0375 

I 
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Sta t .  S i on . 

"7. 05  
)'. 05 
7 . 05 

)'. 05  
(. 05  
7 . 05 

7. 05  
7. 05 

. /. 05  

7. 05 
7 . 05 
{ . 05 
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Ana lys i s  of the Re l a ti ons h ip of  the Vari abl es Attendance a t  Church  and  
Sunday School , Consent to be I ntervi ewed , Re l igi ous  P refe rence , Denomi ­
na ti onal  Prefe rence , Age , State of Res i dence , S i ze of Communi ty of Re ­
s i dence , Soci o-Economi c Status , Sex , to the Hypothes i zed Re l a ti o nsh ips 
among Re l igi ous Fundamental i sm ,  Rel i gi ous Confl i c t ,  and Anxi ety Scores 
at H i was see Co l l ege , Johnson B i b l e  Co l l ege , and  The Un i vers i ty of Tennes ­
see , Knoxvi l l e 

As may be s een from Tab l e  2 9 , the corre l ations among the v ar i -

abl es re l i g i ous  fundamenta l i sm s cores , re l i g ious confl i ct s cores , and  

anxi ety s cores for the 3 i ns t i tuti ons i n  the s tudy do not d i ffer 

s i gn i fi cantl y .  Hence , the re i s  no need to treat  each o f  the s choo l s 

separate l y . 

Tab l es 30 , 3 1 , and 32  s how that  on ly 3 o f  the vari abl es a re 

s tati s ti ca l ly s i g nificantly re l ated  to the hypothes i zed  rel ati ons h i ps among 

rel i g i ous fundamenta l i sm , re l i g i ous  confl i ct ,  a nd a n x i e ty a t  H iwassee Col -

l ege , Johnson B i b l e  Co l l ege , and UTK . Two of these  are wi th the hypothe-

s i zed re l i g i ous  confl i ct--anx i ety re l a t ions h i p :  a ttendance at  church  and  

Sunday School (. . 04 1 6 ,  < . 05 )  and age ( . 0062 , < . 05 ) , wh i l e the  other i s  

wi th the re l i g i ous f undamental ism  anxi ety re l at ions h i p :  s i ze of  commun i -

ty of res i dence ( . 0 1 93 ,  < . 05 ) .  I nforma t i on i s  no t ava i l a b l e for the vari -

abl es approxi ma te s i ze of church  and  grade poi nt  average wh i ch i tse l f was 

avai l abl e on ly  for the H iwassee 

The  fact that  two of the s tat i s ti cal l y  s i gn i fi cant connect i ons 

i nvo l ve reli g i ous conf l i ct and anx i e ty mi ght  be vi ewed as  further evi dence 

that the confl i c t and  the anxi ety are not al toge ther  rel i g i ous . Perhaps 

the d i ffi cu l ty s urfa ci ng i n  these  i ns. ta nces i s  i nd i genous to th i s  par-

ti cu l a r  peri od  i n  l i fe and/or has to do wi th  a d i ffi cu l ty or d i ffi c u l ti es 

associ ated wi th th i s  parti cu l ar  peri od . 



TABLE  29 

CORRELAT IONS AMONG THE  REL I G I OUS FUNDAMENTAL I SM 
SCORES , REL I G I OUS CONFL I CT SCORES , AND ANX I ETY 

SCORES OF  THE PERSONS SURVEY ED 

Vari abl e Std . Dev . F Val ue P r  :;> F 

Rel i g i ous Fund . - . 9702 3831 . 1 2  . 8827 
Rel i gi ous  Confl i ct 

Rel i gi ous Fund . - . 98901 006 . 65 . 5237 
Anxi ety 

Rel i gi ous Confl i ct- . 92602032 . 40 . 6709 
Anxi ety 

1 5 1 

Sta t .  S ign .  

/. 05  

7. 05  

7 . 05 
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TABLE  30 

ANALYS I S  OF THE RELAT IONSH I P  OF THE VAR IABLES ATTENDANCE AT CHURCH AND 
SUNDAY SCHOOL , CONSENT TO BE I NTERV I EWED ,  REL I G IOUS PREFERENCE , 

DENOM I NAT IONAL P REFERENCE , AGE ,  STATE OF RES I DENCE , S I ZE OF 
COMMUN ITY OF RES I DENCE , SOC IO- ECONOM I C  STATUS ,  SEX , TO 

THE HYPOTHES I ZED  RELAT IONSH I PS AMONG REL I G I OUS 
FUNDAMENTAL I SM AND REL I G I OUS CONFL I CT AT 

H I WASSEE  COLLEGE , JOHNSON B I BLE  
COLLEGE , AND THE UN I VERS I TY 

OF TENNESSE E ,  KNOXV I LLE  

Vari abl e Std . Dev . F Va l ue Pr ? F Stat . S iqn . 

Attendance at  Church . 9823 . 25 . 9405 /. 05 
and Sunday School 

Consent to be . 9584 . 1 7  . 6770 7. 05 
i ntervi ewed 

Rel i 9 i ous  prefe rence . 9457  . 29 . 7 5 1 4 1. 05  
Denomi nati onal  . 9407 1 . 05 . 4037 / . 05 
prefe rence 

Age . 95 1 6  1 . 28 . 2779  7. 05 
State of res i dence . 9201 1 . 1 1  . 3450 /. 05 
S i ze of  commun i ty o f  . 9505 . 71  . 5500 ; . 05 

res i dence 
Soc i o-economi c s tatus  . 9590 . 24 . 7869 '7 . 05 
Sex . 9536 1 . 06 . 3044 7. 05  
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TABLE 31  

ANALYS I S  OF  THE RELAT I ONSH I P  OF THE VAR IABLES ATTENDANCE AT CHURCH AND 
SUNDAY SCHOOL , CONSENT TO B E  I NTERV I EWED , REL I G I OUS PREFERENCE , 

DENOM I NAT IONAL PREFERENCE , AGE , STATE OF RES I DENC E , S I Z E  OF  
COMMUN ITY OF  RES I DENC E ,  SOC IO- ECONOM I C  STATUS , S EX , TO  

THE HYPOTHES I ZED  RELATIONSH I PS AMONG REL I G IOUS 
FUNDAMENTAL I SM AND ANX I ETY AT H I WASS E E  
COLLEGE , JOHNSON B IB L E  COLLEGE , AND 

THE UN IVERS I TY OF  TENNESSE E ,  
KNOXV I LL E  

Vari ab l e Std . Dev .  F Val ue P r / F Stat . S i qn .  

Attendance at Church  . 984 6 1 . 37 . 2354  7. 05  
and Sunday School 

Consent to be . 9890 1 . 05 . 3060 /. 05  
i ntervi e\AJed 

Rel i gi ous  pre fe rence . 9852 . 9 1 . 4056  /. 0 5  
Denomi nati onal  . 9727  . 70 . 7546 '/. 05 

preference 
/. 05  Age . 9774 2 . 02 . 091 5 

State o f  res i dence . 91145 1 . 20  . 2604 7 . 05 
S i ze o f  commun i ty o f  . 9783 3 . 35 . 01 93  ( . 05 

res i dence 
Soc i o-economi c status . 9873 . 78 . 45 7 7  7. 05  
Sex . 991 9 . 02 . 8756  7. 05  
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DENOM I NATI ONAL PREFERENCE , AGE , STATE OF RES I DENCE , S I Z E  OF  
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JOHNSON B I BLE  COLLEGE , AND THE 
UN IVERS I TY OF TENNESSEE , 

KNOXV I LL E  

Vari ab l e Std . Dev .  F Va l ue Pr / F Stat . S ign .  

Attendance at  Church  . 91 45 2 . 34 . 041 6 < . 05 
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Consent to be . 9 1 73 2 .  77 . 0973  7. 05  
i ntervi ewed 

Rel i g i ous  prefe rence . 91 1 9  2 . 24 . 1 077 7. 05  
Denomi nati onal  . 9034 1 . 04 . 4 1 00 ? . 05 
prefe rence 
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Sex . 9 1 02 2 . 1 5  . 1 439  /. 05 



CHAPTER  V I  

SUMMARY AN D CONCLUS I ONS 

In the present study rel i g i on i s  vi ewed as  the commi ttmen t of 

the i nd i v i dua l  to  a be l i ef in  what  he concei ves to  be  the  u l t ima te power 

and authori ty of t he un i vers e .  I n  th i s  case i t  i s  the Chri s t i an God o  Al ­

so i nc l uded i n  t he defi n i ti on i s  the strong bel i ef that the conduct of the 

adherent i s  to be g u i ded by pr inc i p l es deri ved from h i s  bel i ef i n  h i s God . 

Every a spect of h i s l i fe--work , l e i s u re ,  fami ly , soci a l - - i s under the aeg i s 

of  h i s rel i g i ous  bel i ef .  Fundamenta l i sm i s  that i nterpretati on o f  Chri s­

t i an i ty wh i ch i ns i sts  that the  bel i e ver s ubscri be to certa i n  ri gi d v i ews 

of the fa i th and i ts ho l y  boo k .  Fu ndamental i sm i s  an  i nterpreta t i on of 

Chri sti ani ty whi c h  p l aces great empha s i s upon t he ho l i ness  and a uthori ty 

of the B i bl e  and t he need for man to order h i s  l i fe a round i ts teach i ngs . 

I nc l uded i n  fundamenta l i s t bel i ef a re evangel i ca l  aggres s i veness , l es s  

i nterest  i n  debat i ng rel i g ion  a nd rel i g i ous  i s sues  than i n  try i n g  to wi n 

ot hers to the fundamenta l i s t pos i t ion , a strong des i re to separate one ' s  

sel f from s i n ,  and  s trong i n s i s tence u pon churc h  pract i ces  wh i c h a re ba sed 

on  a l i te ra l  understand i ng of the New Testament churc h .  Rel i g i ou s  con­

fl i ct occurs when the bel i ef structure of the person i s  c ha l l enged by ex­

peri ences whi c h  the s tudent has both i ns i de and outs i de the c l a s s room but 

part i cu l ar ly  i n s i de .  Chal l enge i s  prec i p i tated by the educat ion  proces s  

i tsel f as  t he s tudent i s  l ed a nd  encouraged to range over a wi de vari ety 

of i deas , opi n i ons , and  v i ewpoi nts , some of wh i c h  a re po l es a part from h i s 

own . As the  student becomes aware of the c ha l l enge wh i c h  h i s educa t i on 

experi ence p resents to h i m ,  a c ha l l enge to the very foundati on on wh i c h 
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rests  the s tructure of  h i s sel f ,  he experi ences ten s i on , a pa i nfu l  un­

eas i ness  of  mi nd--th i s i s  anxi ety .  

Beg i nn i ng w i t h  fi rst hand experi ence i n  t h e  col l ege c l a s s room 

observ i ng s tudents so cha l l enged as they l a bored to resol ve t he i s sue  i n  

the i r  own l i ves , t hen through l engthy d i scus s i ons  wi t h  other teac hers who 

were al so aware of t he p robl em , certa i n  i deas began to emerg e .  Some stu­

dents do i ndeed experi ence re l i g i ou s  confl i ct and concomi tant anxi ety 

wh i c h  vari es  i n  i ts i n tens i ty .  I t  wa s t heori zed t ha t  t he persons havi ng 

the most  d i ffi cu l ty were t hose  who had l i tt l e room i n  thei r rel i g i ou s  

v i ewpo i n t  for tol e rance o f ,  o r  cons i derat i on  o f ,  oppos i ng rel i g i ou s  i deas ; 

i n  a word , rel i g i ou s  fundamental i sts . I t  wa s fu rther t heori zed that these 

persons so cha l l enged wou l d deal with th i s t hreat and s i tuati on of ten s i on 

i n  a vari ety o f  ways . Some mi g ht drop the  course whi l e  others wou l d c l ose 

the  m i nd  to a ny ser i o u s  con s i derati on of  the  matter regard l e s s  o f  i ts ve­

rac i ty .  Sti l l  others wou l d s i t  pas s i vely i n  the c l a s s room wh i l e  debate 

swi rl ed a bout  t hem , thei r sol ut i on bei ng to th i n k  a bout  the matter but onl y 

i n  an a bstract  way , never real l y  open i ng the i r own bel i ef structure for 

scrut i ny .  

As  wi l l  be remembered from earl i er d i scuss i on ,  the research ques­

tions u nderl y i ng t he study a re : 

l .  Do rel i g i ou s l y  fundamenta l i st students experi ence rel i g i ous  

confl i ct when enrol l ed i n  t hose  col l eges and un i vers i t i es wh i c h a re pri � · 

vate o r  denomi nat iona l l y  owned a s  wel l as  i n  those i nst i tut i ons  whi c h  are 

p ubl i c l y  owned? 

2 .  Are t he vari a bl es rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm ,  rel i g i ou s  con­

fl i ct ,  and  anxi ety s i gn i fi cant ly  rel ated to each ot her?  
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3 .  I f  the  answer to quest ion  2 i s  yes , what i s  t he pattern of 

i nterrel ati ons h i p? 

4 .  Do s tudents  o ther than t hose categori zed a s  rel i gj ou s l y funda­

menta l i s t experi ence rel i g i ous  confl i ct and anxi ety?  

5 .  Are t here s i gn i fi cant  d i fferences between UTK ,  H i was see Col ­

l ege , and Johnson  B i bl e  Col l ege , a s  regards  rel i g i ou s  fundamental i sm ,  re­

l i g i ou s  confl i ct ,  and anx i ety? 

6 .  Are t he re l i g i ou s  confl i ct and anxi ety a s  wel l a s  t he adapta­

t ion  response  wh i c h  the student makes to t hese  experi ences un i que  to t he 

i n d i v i dua l , or are t hey muc h  t he same for a l l persons who are thus  d i s ­

posed?  

The  fol l owi ng nu l l hypotheses were establ i s hed to  a nswer t hese 

quest ion s : 

l o  There wi l l  be no s i gn i fi cant d i fferences among t he rel i g i ous  

fundamenta l i sm scores  and rel i g i o us confl i ct  scores fo r the s u bj ects from 

H i wassee Col l ege , John son B i bl e  Col l ege , and  UTK ,  at 0 . 05 ; 

2 .  There wi l l  be no s i �n i fi ca�t d i fferences among t he rel i g i ou s  

fundamental i sm scores a nd  anxi ety scores for t he  s u bj ects  from Hi was see 

Col l ege , .Johnson  B i bl e  Col l ege , and UTK ,  at  .0 . 0.5 ; 

3 .  There wi l l  be no s i gn i fi cant d i fferences  among t he rel i g i ous  

confl i ct scores and  anx i ety scores. for the  s u bj ects  from H i was see Col l ege , 

Johnson B i bl e  Col l ege , and UTK ,  at  0 , 05 ; 

4 .  There wi l l  be no s i gn i fi cant d i fferences among t he rel i g i ou s  

fundamenta l i sm scores , rel i g i ous confl i ct scores , and anxi ety scores  for 

the total sampl e at  0 . 0 5 ; 
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5 .  There wi l l  be no s i gn i fi cant d i fferences among H i was see 

Col l eg e ,  Johnson  B i bl e  Col l eg e ,  and UTK wi th  respect to e i ther rel i g i ous  

fundamenta l i sm ,  re l i g i ou s  confl i ct ,  or  anxi ety at 0 . 0 5 . 

The s econdary hypotheses a re a s  fol l ows : 

1 .  There wi l l  be no s i gn i fi cant rel at i ons h i p between the re­

l i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm scores , re l i g i ou s  confl i ct scores , anxi ety scores , 

and  any of t he fol l owi ng vari abl es  e i t he�  at  H i wa ssee Col l ege , Johnson  

B i bl e Col l ege , UTK ,  o r  for the total sampl e a t  0 . 05 :  

1 .  Cons ent to be i ntervi wed . 

2 .  Rel i g i o us  prefe rence . 

3 . P rotestant denomi nat i on  preference . 

4 .  Age . 

5 .  State of  resi dence .  

6 .  S i ze of  commu n i ty of  res i dence . 

7 .  Soc i o-economi c s tatu s .  

8 .  Sex . · 

9 .  Attendance a t  Chu rc h  a nd  Sunday School . 

1 0 . Approx imate s i ze of Churc h .  

1 1 . Grade po i nt average ( at  H i wa ssee Col l ege onl y ) . 

2 .  T he fol l owi ng s how no s i gn i fi cant  d i fference i n  t he hypothe­

s i zed rel ati on s h i ps among rel i g i o u s  fundamenta l i sm a nd rel i g i ou s  confl i ct 

scores , rel i g i ou s  confl i ct and anxi ety scores , and rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm 

and  anx i ety scores , e i ther at  H i wassee Col l ege , UTK ,  Jo hnson  B i bl e  Col l ege , 

o r  for the enti re samp l e at  0 . 05 : 

1 .  Consent  to be i ntervi ewed . 

2 .  Re l i g i ou s  preference .  



3 .  P rotestant denomi nat ion  preference .  

4 .  Age .  

5 .  Sta te of res i d ence .  

6 .  S i ze o f  commu n i ty of res i dence . 

7 .  Soc i o -economi c status . 

8 .  Sex . · 

9 .  Attendance a t  Church i and S unday School  

1 0 . Approx i mate s i ze of  Church  

1 1 . Grade po i nt average ( at  H i was see Col l ege on ly ) . 
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A search of  t he l i terature reveal ed i ntense s c hol a rl y i nterest 

over a number of years i n  t he c hanges i n  rel i g i ou s  bel i efs and  val ues of  

col l ege students  but onl y l imi ted researc h i nto t he rel i g i ou s  confl i ct 

wh i c h  these students experi ence and the  experi ent i a l  a s pects of  t h i s con­

fl i ct .  Ava i l a bl e ev i dence suggest t hat  persons who experi ence rel i g i o us  

confl i ct a l so  experi ence some k i nd of mental  ten s i o n  a nd that  t hese  per­

sons wi l l  ma ke moves of  one k i nd  or  another to escape the i rr i tati on . Of 

part i cu l ar  i nterest  i s  the  statement by Sanford l that 1 1 t he exi st i ng equ i -

1 i bri um11 o f  the student mu st  i ndeed be cha 1 1  enged a nd the  person encouraged 

to adopt new modes of  t hought  and patterns of adj u s tment . However ,  t he 

cha l l enge must not be such  that  t he i nd i v i dua l  11 SWi tches - i n 11 defense  mec ha­

n i sms . These s top  the educati on  p rocess a l together.  L i ttl e i s  known about 

what goes on in the mi nd of a person so chal l enged . 

l sanford , Where Col l eges Fa i l , p .  2 1 . 
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The hypotheses were tested on 301  students at  3 s chool s :  

1 00 at H i was see Col l eg e ,  1 02 at  Johnson B i bl e  Col l eg e ,  and 99 at  UTK .  

The survey was conducted u s i n g s econd a nd  t h i rd qua rter fre s hmen , be-

cau se  i t  wa s fel t that students at  th i s po i nt i n  thei r educat i o nal  ca­

reers have had ne i ther t he t i me nor experi ence to a l ter  drast i cal l y  the 

rel i g i ous  bel i ef s tructure wh i c h  they brought  with them from t he home 

env i ronment,  but wou l d l i ke l y  have experi enced chal l enges to bel i ef s truc­

ture . Students were a s ked to repl y to a s urvey form conta i n i ng 94 i tems : 

fou r  s ca l es wh i ch measu red rel i g i ous  fundamenta l i sm ,  rel i g i o u s  confl i c t ,  

anxi ety , and soci o-econom i c  statu s , p l u s  1 7  add i t i ona l  i tems formu l ated 

by t he author . Su rveys were conducted i n  fres hmen Eng l i s h  c l a s ses a t  H i ­

wassee  Col l ege  and Johnson  B i bl e  Col l ege and i ntroductory Soc i o l ogy c l as ses 

at  UTK .  

T he  res u l ts o f  t he  survey revea l ed s i gn i f i cant negat i ve  correl a­

t i ons  between rel i g i ous  fu ndamenta l i sm and rel i g i ou s  confl i ct at  each of 

t he three i nst i tut i on s  a nd for t he enti re sampl e ,  s i gn i f i c ant  pos i t i ve cor­

rel at i on s  between rel i g i ou s  confl i ct and  anx i ety a t  eac h  of the  t hree i n­

s t i tu t i ons  and for the  enti re sampl e ,  and between rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm 

a nd anxi ety for the enti re sampl e though  not at  any of  t he i nd i v i dua l  i n­

s t i tut i ons . 

The three i ns t i tut i ons d i ffer s i gn i fi cantl y from eac h ot her on 

rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm and rel i g i ous  confl i c t  t houg h  not on anx i ety . 

Data s trong ly  i nd i cate Jo hnson  B i bl e  Col l ege i s  t he more fundamenta l i s t 

of  t he three wi t h  H i was see Col l ege s econd , and UTK t h i rd .  

A s econd phase  o f  the s tudy i nvol ved choos i ng 30 s tudents , 1 0  

from each o f  the 3 s chool s ,  for i n tervi ews . The purpose o f  the i ntervi ews 
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was as  fo l l ows : to test the hypotheses of  rel at ionsh i ps among 

the  vari a bl es  rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm ,  rel i g i ou s  confl i ct ,  and anxi ety 

and d i fferences among the schoo l s as regards t hese same va ri a bl es on an  

i nd i v i dual  ba s i s ;  to  pro be more deep l y  i nto the effect s  u pon t he i nd i v i du­

a l  o f  the  cha l l enges to rel i g i ou s  sel fhood and the  vari ous  ways i n  whi c h  

t hese  persons had responded t o  t hese c ha l l enges : and , t o  val i date i nforma­

t i on  gathered i n  the  s urvey phase of the  study .  

Pr ime cons i dera t i on for t he i ntervi ews wa s g i ven to t hose  per­

so ns who scored h i g hest on a l l t hree scal es : rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm ,  

re l i g i ou s  confl i ct and anxi ety were sel ected . I f  enough  of  t he preced i ng 

combi nat i on s  were not ava i l a bl e then t ho se who scored h i g hest  on anxi ety 

were chosen . T he reader i s  referred to Tabl e 1 ,  p .  6 6  for a l i s ti nQ  of 

scores  of  t he i nterv i ewees . 

The i ntervi ews , for the mos t  part,  were structu red . Often answer 

and atti tude were ev i d ent from the d i scus s i on t hat  went on i n  the i nter­

v i ew and i t  was not necessary to pose defi n i te questi ons . Wi th  some per­

sons , however , the p rocess  wa s a l most  enti rel y a quest i on-answer proces s .  

I n tervi ews were el ectron i ca l l y  recorded and  these prov i d ed oppo rtun i ty for 

a l ater ,  more careful ana lys i s  and summary . 

T he i ntervi ew phase  c l earl y revea l ed a rel at i on s h i p between 

rel i g i ous  confl i ct and  anxi ety . I ntervi ewees who d i scus sed the i r re l i g i ou s­

confl i ct al so tol d of  t hei r anxi ety .  Students reported a number of  d i f­

ferent probl ems i n  connec t i o n  wi th  thei r rel i g i ou s  confl i ct and anxi ety .  

Mental  ten s i on a nd d i sturbance wa s t h e  d i ffi cu l ty most often ment i oned , 

fol l owed by a nger  and frustrat i on . Two out  of 1 0  persons  i ntervi ewed at  

eac h  of t he 3 i nst i tut i ons for whom t he rel i g i o u s  confl i ct a nd  anxi ety 
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were c ri ti ca l , reported phys i ca l  symptoms --throat a i l ment , stomac h ache , 

cramps , unabl e to eat or s l eep , extreme nervou s ness--a l ong wi th  the  men­

ta l ten s i o n .  Thei r so l ut i ons to the pro bl em had been to tal k wi t h  fri ends , 

fel l ow s tudents , teac hers , or  parents a bout t he probl ems , but not to wi th­

draw from c l a s s  or  sc hool or  to  c l ose  t he mi nd to  further  cons i derat i o n  

of  t he s u bj ect  of rel i g i o n .  Al l fel t t hat  t h e  rol e  of  educat i on  was to 

st imu l ate t hought  i n  a l l a rea s and pra i s ed ed ucat i on and educators for 

perform i ng  fa i thfu l l y  the i r ta s k .  

I ntervi ews wi t h  s tudents a t  H i was see Col l ege and  UTK i nd i cated 

that t he rel i g i o u s  confl i ct whi c h  t hey experi enced was rel ated to cl a s s ­

room act i v i t i es :  d i scu s s i o n , teac her or  s tudent p resentat i ons , expos u re 

to i deas or op i n i ons  that  ran counter to those whi c h  t hey currentl y hel d .  

The i nterv i ewees at Johnson  B i bl e  Col l ege who reported rel i g i o u s  confl i ct 

i nd i cated t hat campu s  ru l es a nd regu l at i on s  were the cause  of  the  probl em . 

Maj or Hypotheses  

The fi rst n ul l hypothes i s  i s  s ucces s ful l y  rejecte d : there i s  

a s i gn i fi cant negati ve  correl at i on  between rel i g i o us  fundamenta l i sm and  

re l i g i ous  confl i ct a s  measu red at  each of  t he three i ns t i tut i ons  i n  the 

study and a l s o  when al l t he st udents in the  sampl e a re v i ewed a s  a grou p .  

Rel i gi ous fundamenta l i sm a n d  rel i gi ous  confl i ct a re i nverse ly  rel a ted . · 

The g re�ter t he tendenc� - towa rd f�ndamenta l i sm the  l �s s  l i kel i hood there i s  

of rel i g i ou s  confl i ct .  One pos s i bl e  expl anati on for .  t h i s c i rcumstance  i s  

t hat  the  true rel i g i ou s  fundamental i st has fi rm ly  fi xed i deas and  v i ews 

and  i s  far l es s  l i ke l y  to enterta i n ,  l et a l one con s i der s er i ou s l y ,  a ny 

i dea or  v i ew marked l y  d i fferent from h i s own . Such  pos i ti ons  a re q u i ckl y  
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pa s sed over . Another pos s i bl e  expl anati on i s  that i n  the  mental  processes 

of certa i n persons  rel i g i ous  i deas are somehow sequestered from t he ord i ­

nary reason i ng processes  a nd as  such  never s u bj ected to the  same scru t i ny 

o r  i nves t i ga t i o n  a s  a re other i deas and v i ewpo i nts . Re l i g i ou s  i dea s a re 

not v i ewed i n  the  same way as  other i dea s .  Th i s  fi nd i ng i s  s im i l ar to 

that of Ruth Funk  at P urdue Un i vers i ty i n  1 958 : 1 1 rel i g i ou s  confl i ct i s  

negat ivel y  correl ated wi th ort hodoxy . 1 1 2 Fun k ,  however , measu red orthodoxy 

wi th  an i nstrument whi c h s he dev i sed . 

I nterv i ews wi th students c l earl y s upported t h i s i nverse rel ati on­

s h i p  between rel i g i ou s  fundamental i sm and re l i g i ou s  confl i ct .  A h i gh per­

centage of s tudents w i t h  fundamenta l i sm scores i n  t he 1 8- 1 3 range , par­

ti c u l a rl y  at  UTK and H i wa s s ee Col l ege , s poke of rel i g i ou s  confl i ct .  How­

eve r ,  i n  onl y 2 out of 1 0  cases or a bout 2 0% of the  total  number of i n­

stances , d i d  the  persons  report unusua l  d i ffi cul ty wi t h  t he confl i ct a nd 

i ts reso l uti on . The  remai nder managed i n  one way o r  another  to come to 

terms wi t h  t he s i tuat i ons  of threat or chal l enge .  T he i nterv i ews d i d  sug­

gest qu i te s trongl y  t hat  rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm in  some i ns tances repre­

sents the acceptance of t heo l og i ca l  pos i t i ons  but not d eep commi ttment to 

such  so  that when contrary op i n i ons  or  i dea s a re heard the d i stu rban ce i s  

mi n i mal . 

The sources  o f  rel i g i ous  confl i ct are t he c l a s s room a nd t he 

broader  campus  experi ence . Course content rat her  than i nstructor i s  the 

cau se  of confl i ct ,  i f  i ndeed there be any.  P h i l osophy ,  Geo l ogy , Rel i g i ou s  

2 Fun k ,  11 S urvey ,  11 p .  2569 .  
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Stud i es ,  Wes tern C i v i l i zati on , and Anthropol ogy cause  more troubl e t ha n  

any other courses . Qu i te the contrary .  Student ' s  repo rts i nd i cated a 

des i re and a wi l l i ngness  to stay w ith  the s i tuat ion  and fol l ow i t  through  

to some k i nd of sat i sfactory conc l u s i o n .  One person enro l l ed at  UTK  ex­

pres sed a strong des i re to enro l l i n  Rel i g i ou s  Stud i es courses whi c h  had 

been descr i bed to her as 11 S i tuati ons of frequent controversy , 11 wi th  the 

hope of fi ndi ng t here answers or a sol u t i on to a debate rag i ng wi th i n  her .  

Al l i n tervi ewees agreed t hat one of the ma i n  respons i b i l i t i es o f  educat ion  

i s  to  c ha l l enge t he  person s uffi c i entl y so as  to  promote  d i seq u i l i bi rum 

and encourage a l ternat i ve  th i n ki ng ,  but at  the same t ime a l l were i n  agree­

ment that i t  be done i n  such  a way that persons not feel undu l y  threatened . 

To do otherwi se  i s  to ta ke unfa i r  advantage of  a s tructured s i tuati o n .  

Johnson  B i bl e  Co l l ege  i ntervi ewees s tated t hat what probl ems 

they experi enced were prec i p i tated by the broader c ampus exper i ence ,  s pe­

c i fi ca l l y ,  s tri ngent ru l es and regu l at ions  wh i ch i n  many i n stances curbed 

freedoms whi c h  they had enjoyed whi l e  l i v i ng at home . One of the ten i n­

terv i ewees at  Jo hnson B i bl e  Col l ege i nd i cated that  s he  was not returni ng 

for t he 1 980-81 ses s i on for that reason . No person at Jo hnson B i bl e  Col ­

l ege  menti oned the c l a s sroom a s  t he source of  rel i g i ou s  confl i ct .  

I nterv i ewees from the three school s reported a vari ety of effects 

u pon  t hemse l ves  of  the rel i g i ou s  confl i c t .  Anger , fru stra t i o n  and confu­

s i on were menti oned more often than a ny others . Twenty percent of the i n­

terv i ewees tol d of seri ous  effects of  suc h .  One reported d i sturbi ng dreams , 

2 to l d  of  i nexpl a i nabl e stomac h c ramps , 1 tol d of i na bi l i ty to s l eep for 

a l o ng period  of  t i me coupl ed wi t h  l ong ho urs o f  d i sc u s s i on wi th  the 
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roommate and  excess i ve absentee i sm from c l ass , wh i l e  s ti l l  another s poke 

about req u i ri ng med i ca t i on for the di ffi cul ty .  

As stated earl i e r  none o f  the persons fel t t he need to wi t hd raw 

from the cl a s s es where they experi enced rel i g i o us  confl i c t .  The mo st com­

mon reacti on wa s to rema i n  s i l ent and then d i sc u s s  the po i nt of contro- · 

versy wi th trusted fri ends after t he cl a s s  meet i n g .  One i nterv i ewee at  

UTK to l d  of parti c i pat i ng i n  a rather heated debate d u ri ng a student d i s ­

c us s i on peri od fo l l owi ng a c l a s s  l ecture . T he hes i tancy to s peak out i n  

cl a s s  and c ha l l enge e i ther the i nstructor  o r  person presenti ng the contro­

vers i a l i ssue  was a common react i on . Ma ny ,  no dou bt , do  not have s uffi c i ­

ent confi dence i n  h i s/ her s ki l l s  to part i c i pate i n  s uch  a n  exc hange . Al l 

i ntervi ewees  were a s ked to hypothes i z e  a s i tuat i on i n  whi c h  t hey were re­

q u i red to respond to test questi ons wh i c h  cal l ed for a nswers t hat  i nvol ved 

i deas or  po i nts of v i ew wi t h  whi c h  the student d i sagreed . One i ntervi ewee 

noted that th i s had actual l y  happened to her a nd went on to compl a i n  that 

when she fai l ed to answer a s  the teac her fel t s he s hou l d and even expl a i ned 

why s he d i d  not ,  the teac her ma rked the answer wrong . Mo st  s a i d  they 

wou l d g i ve the expected a n swer but somewhere on  the test reg i s ter d i sa ­

greement i n  wri ti ng  o r  s u ppl y  thei r own v i ews or  bel i efs o n  the  quest i on , 

or perhap s  bot h o  

. T he second n u l l hypothes i s i s  not s uccessfu l l y  rej ected : t here 

i s  not a s tati st i ca l l y  s i gn i fi cant rel at ions h i p ,  e i ther pos i t i ve or  nega­

t i v e ,  between rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm and anxi ety as mea sured at each  of 

the three i n sti tut i on s  i n  the study ( H i wassee ,  . 1 027 > . 05 ;  Johnson  B i bl e  

Co l l ege , . 0545� 0 05 ;  UTK . 6884 � . 05 ) . There i s ,  however,  a s tat i st i ca l l y  

s i gn i fi cant negati ve rel at i ons h i p  between the two vari a bl es  when a l l the 
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students i n  the sampl e are v i ewed as  a grou p ,  ( . 0263 (. 0 5 ) , a c i rcums ta nce 

whi c h  somet i me s  occurs wi t h  a l a rge samp l e but not wi th a sma l l sampl e .  

Rel i g i ou s l y  fundamental i st s tudents are n o  more or  n o  l es s  l i ke ly  to ex­

peri ence anxi ety t han  a re non-fundamenta l i st students . 

Anxi ety and menta l upset can be tri gge red by a great number of 

thi ngs in  the envi ronment a nd these anxi ety produ c i ng th i ngs  or  events or 

s i tuations  may be rel a ted to rel i g i on i n  a greater o r  l es s  degree or not 

at  a l l .  Thi s fi nd i ng i s  in keepi ng wi th  that o f  Fu n k  a t  P u rdue  Un i vers i ty 

i n  1 958 : 1 1 anxi ety i s  u n rel ated to orthodoxy 0 • • • 1 1 3 

The th i rd nu l l  hypothes i s  i s  successfu l l y  rej ected : t here i s  

a s i gn i fi c ant pos i t i ve corre l ati on between rel i g i ous  confl i ct and anxi ety 

as measu red a t  H i wa s s ee Co l l eg e ,  J o hnson B i bl e  Col l eg e ,  and  UTK ,  and when 

the students i n  the samp l e a re v i ewed as a gro u p .  These data g i v e  c l ear 

i nd i cati on that rel i g i ou s  confl i ct i s  a ccompan i ed by anxi ety .  As  the stu­

d ent recogn i zes  c erta i n  i deas a nd poi nts o f  v i ew as  d i fferent and  c hal l eng­

i ng to h i s own he experi ences mental turmo i l .  Th i s turmo i l cou l d  very 

wel l va ry i n  i ts i ntens i ty ,  d epend i ng u pon the pa rti cu l ar  rel i g i ou s  i dea 

c hal l enged , how i mportant t he rel i g i o u s  i dea wa s to the person , a nd per­

haps the c i rcumsta nces of the c ha l l enge ( when v i ewed , where rec e i ved , by 

whom i t  was i s sued ) . The student then moves so a s  i n  s ome way to d i s patch  

the anxi ety .  Severa l  avenu es are  open  to h i m  bu t ,  when v i ewed from t he 

purpo se  and  s tand po i nt o f  educat i on , the l east  d e s i rabl e a re avo i da nce/ 

wi t hd rawa l . So , i n  order to ach i eve opti mum effect the  mental d i stur­

bance mu st  a ro u s e  and  c ha l l enge the  student but i t  cannot be o f  s uc h  

3 Fu n k , 1 1 S u rvey ,  1 1  p .  2569.  
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proporti ons a s  to p rec i pi tate defen s i ve reacti ons on h i s  part . I t  mus t  

n o t  reach i nterference l evel . Th i s  woul d dras ti ca l l y  reduce , perhaps s top 

al together,  the c hanc e s  o f  the person admi tt i ng t he ex i stence of other 

po i nts  o f  v i ew muc h  l es s  seri ou sl y  cons i deri ng them as v i a bl e  al ternati ves 

to h i s own . Earl i er i n  th i s summary , i n  the d i s cu s s i on o f  rel i g i ous  con­

fl i ct ,  menti on wa s made o f  the effects of anxi ety u pon  c erta i n  i nd i v i dual s 

and pa rti cul a rl y as  t ho s e  persons tri ed to i nco rporate new ways o f  thi n k­

i ng i nto the i r own , i n  t he proces s ,  perhaps mov i ng beyond a rel i g i ou s  sel f 

nou ri s hed by home and c hurc h  fo r a great number o f  years . Some o f  these 

effects  were rather s evere whi l e  others were not . I n  o n l y  2 of 1 0  cases  

however , were persons  agi tated to  t h e  poi nt where t he i r d i s tu rba nce ma n i ­

fes ted i tsel f a s  p hys i ca l  a i l ments or s evere mental stra i n .  

The a bove ment ioned f i nd i ng i s  s i mi l ar to that  o f  Ru th  Fu n k  i n  

a s t udy cond u cted a t  Pu rd ue Un i vers i ty i n  1 958 . Though  a d i fferent i n­

s trument wa s u s ed to mea sure  anxi ety--Janet Tayl or ' s  Man i fest  Anxi ety 

Scal e--Funk  d i d  f i nd that rel i g i ou s  confl i ct wa s pos i t i vel y co rrel ated 

wi th  ma ni fes t  anx i ety ( r= . 43 ) . 4 

W h i l e  a l l persons experi enc i ng anxi ety d i d  not report rel i g i ou s  

confl i ct ,  a l l o f  t h e  i nterv i ewees who repo rted experi enc i ng rel i g i o u s  con­

fl i ct i nd i cated anxi ety o f  one degree or another.  In  some i n stances thi s 

wa s a rather recent th i ng , whi l e  for others i t  reached bac k i nto the h i g h  

sc hool years . Fi ve persons d i scus sed the part wh i c h p a rents and parent 

d i scu s s i ons  p l ayed i n  re sol v i ng t he d i ffi cu l ti es . Parents had been sup­

port i ve . of t hei r c hi l d ren but encouraged t hem to fol l ow t h ro u g h  on t hei r 

4 Fun k ,  11 Su rvey ,  11 p .  2569 .  
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own reason i n g .  None o f  the parents had  couns e l ed wi thdrawa l from c l ass  

or attacked the teacher o r  teac h i ng methods . 

The fou rth n ul l hypothes i s ,  1 1there wi l l  be no s i gn i fi cant 

d i fferences among H i was s ee Col l ege , Johnson B i b l e Col l ege , and UTK wi th 

res pect to e i ther rel i g i ou s  fundamental i sm ,  rel i g i ous  con fl i ct ,  or anxi ety 

a t  0 . 05 , 1 1 i s  on l y part l y  s ucces s fu l l y  rej ected . Ana l ys i s  o f  vari ance re­

vea l s stati s t i ca l l y  s i gn i fi cant d i fferences among the three i n sti tu t i ons  

as  rega rds t he vari a bl es  rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm ( . 0001 < . 05 )  and rel i ­

g i o u s  confl i ct ( . 0001 < . 0 5 )  t hough  not anx i ety ( . 0532 ) . 0 5 ) . The data i n  

Ta bl es  2-8 , pages l l 3 - l' 2G , c l ea rl y  s how stati st i cal l y  s i gn i fi cant d i fferences 

between H i wa s s ee Col l ege a nd J o hnson B i bl e  Col l ege  wi th res pect to re­

l i g i ou s  fu ndamenta l i sm ( . 0004 < . 0 5 )  and rel i g i ou s  confl i ct ( . 0001 ( 0 . 05 )  

a nd between H i wa s s ee Co l l ege and UTK wi th  respect t o  rel i g i ou s  fundamenta ­

l i sm ( . 0001 \. 0 . 05 )  thou g h  not rel i g i ou s  con fl i c t  ( . 5225 ) 0 . 05 ) : .  T h e  data 

fu rther revea l s s tati s t i c a l l y  s i gn i ficant  d i fferences between J o hnson B i bl e  

Co l l ege and UTK a s  rega rd s rel i g i ous  fu ndamenta l i sm ( . 0001 { 0 . 05 )  and re­

l i g i ous  co nfl i ct ( . 0001 { . 0 5 ) . The d i fferences perta i n i ng to anxi ety a re 

not anal yzed because  the  anal ys i s of vari ance of anx i ety i s  not s tati sti ­

ca l l y  s i gni fi cant ( . 053 2 )' 0 . 05 ) o . 

A carefu l study of the grou p i ng o f  rel i g i o u s  fu ndamenta l i sm 

scores strongl y i nd i cates that Jo hnson B i bl e  Co l l ege  i s  the more rel i g i ou s ­

l y  fundamenta l i st o f  t he three i nsti tuti ons , wi th  H i wa s s ee Col l ege second , 

and UTK thi rd. Al l o f  the J o hnson B i bl e  Col l ege  scores  were 1 1  o r  a bove 

wh i l e  onl y 86% o f  H i wa s s ee Col l ege ' s  and 68% o f  UTK ' s scores were a s  l arge .  

Fi fty-three perc ent o f  t he students su rveyed a t  J o hnson B i b l e  Co l l ege  

scored the max i mu m ,  1 8 ,  whi l e  41 % of the H i wa s s ee Col l ege  students and  
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1 4% o f  UT K s tudents scored 1 8 . Too , scores a t  H i wa s see Col l ege and UTK 

a re s p read over a muc h  wider range than those at  Jo hnson B i bl e  Col l ege . 

Two percent of H i wa s see Col l ege ' s  sco res were +1 and 1 %  o f  UTK ' s  scores  

were - 4 .  T h i s conc l u s i on i s  a l so strong l y s upported by offi c i al state­

ments a nd documents o f  the three i nsti tu t ions , expectat i on s  p l aced u pon  

the student body , and by other thi ngs as  wel l . J o hnson  B i bl e  Co l l ege i n­

tervi ewees were muc h mo re wi l l i ng to d i sc u s s  rel i g i on t han  i nterv i ewees 

at  ei ther o f  the other two sc hool s ,  and t he d i scu s s i o ns c entered not so  

muc h on  appra i sal  o f  the  val i d i ty of Chri sti a n i ty o r  a ny questions  per­

ta i n i ng to i t  as they d i d  on the personal acceptance o f  rel i g i ou s  fa i th 

and how one goes a bout  s ha r i n g  th i s fa i th wi th  others . 

Data i nd i cated t hat  J o hnson  B i bl e  Col l ege students experi ence 

far l es s  rel i g i ou s  confl i ct than students at ei ther of the o ther two i n­

sti tuti on s .  T h i s coul d be due  to the fact t hat J o hnson  B i bl e  Col l eg e  i s  

the mo re fund amenta 1 i st o f  t he three and there i s  a s tati s t i ca l l y  s i gn i fi ­

cant nega ti ve rel a ti o n s h i p  between rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm a nd rel i g i o u s  

confl i ct .  The  hi g her  fundamenta l i sm scores a t  J o hnson  B i bl e  Col l ege wou l d 

coord i nate wel l wi t h  the l ower rel i g i ou s  confl i ct scores fou nd there . Al ­

so , the rel i g i ou s  confl i ct wh i c h Johnson  B i bl e  Co l l ege students descri bed 

to the i nvesti gato r  wa s qua l i tati vel y d i fferent from t ha t  rel a ted by H i ­

wa s see Col l ege and UTK s tudents . J o hnson B i bl e  Col l ege  student rel i g i o u s  

confl i ct wa s rel ated more t o  whether t he s tu dent d i d  or  d i d  n o t  accept a 

pa rt i c u l ar  tenet o f  t he Chri st i an fa i th o r  u ncerta i nty a bo u t  i nterpreta­

t i on o f  o ne o f  the tenets than to s eri ous  dou bts a bout  the  C hri sti a n  fa i th .  

The  two Johnson  B i bl e  Co l l ege students who tol d  o f  s eri ou s rel i g i o u s  con­

fl i ct , anxi ety ,  and rel a ted pro bl ems , revea l ed t hat  thei r d i ff i c u l ti es 
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stemmed from a d i sagreement over col l ege ru l es --curfew and dress code-­

ma i n l y ,  the i n terpreta ti on o f ,  and neces s i ty fo r s u c h .  Stati sti cal  data 

i nd i cate that H i wa s see Col l ege and UTK are very s i mi l a r to each other  

wi th  res pect to  rel i g i ous  confl i ct .  

Th i s ,  too , wa s very cl ear from the i ntervi ews . The Un i vers i ty 

of Tennessee , Knoxvi l l e s tudent rel i gi ous  confl i ct ,  fo r the mos t  part , 

was rel a ted to c l a s s room experi ences where ei ther the i ns tructo r ,  materi a l , 

or fel l ow s tudents had i nfused the student ' s  m i nd wi th  uncerta i nty about 

some rel i g i o u s  bel i ef .  Muc h  the same was true o f  the H i wa s s ee i nterv i ew­

ees . However ,  not one o f  the J o hnson B i bl e  Col l ege  i ntervi ewees gave a ny 

i nd i cati o n  t hat  the c l a s s room wa s the sou rce o f  rel i g i ou s  confl i t t .  ·one 

gathers that the cl a s s room at John son B i bl e  Col l ege i s  not envi s i oned by 

admi n i strati on , fac u l ty ,  o r  student , as  a forum for seri o u s  ques t i on i ng 

of rel i g i ou s  fa i th ,  t hough a l most every cou rse at  the col l ege i s  taught  

from a rel i g i ou s  perspecti ve . 

The data perta i n i ng to the vari ab l es  and  the i nd i v i dual  pattern 

of rel ati o n s h i ps among them i s  evi dence of the un i q ue chara c te r  of each of 

the th ree i n s t i tuti ons  i nc l uded i n  the s tudy .  They are a l l d i fferent .  

Each  s eeks  to  fu l fi l l  a d i fferent pu rpose wh i ch i n  turn bears heav i l y  

on the i mage i t  proj ects , the type o f  s tudent i t  rec ru i ts ,  the courses of 

s tudy i t  offers , the on and o ff-campu s prog rams , and campus  l i fe i n  genera l . 

S tudents a re fa r l es s  l i kel y to experi ence rel i g i ou s  confl i ct 

as  res u l t of c l a s s room experi ences at  a B i b l e  col l ege l i ke Johnson B i bl e  

Co l l ege where the i ntent i s  to confi rm pers ons i n  the Chri s ti an  fa i th and 

equi p them to serve as C hri s t i an mi s s i onari es ,  Chri s t i a n  teachers , or or 

Chri sta i n mi n i s ters , than even at  a denomi nati onal  i ns t i tution  l i ke H i was see 
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Co l l ege where educat i on i s  v i ewed i n  s omewhat broader terms . The at­

mosphere o f  a p u bl i c  un i vers i ty such  as  UTK wi th i ts i ncreased s tudent 

freedom and wi del y varyi ng student body and facul ty wo ul d i ncreas e  even 

mo re the l i kel i hood of chal l enge and rel i g i o u s  confl i ct .  

There a re those who d i sagree wi t h  Jri hnson B i bl e  Co l l ege and 

school s l i ke i t  and  feel  that h i g her educati on s hou l d  be v i ewed from a 

di fferent pers pecti ve , who bel i eve that c ha l l enge i s  i n herent i n  the edu­

ca t i o n  proce s s . Students s hou l d be c ha l l enged , not confi rmed . V i ewed 

from th i s  pers pecti ve the devel opmental s tatus o f  the i ncomi n g  fres hman 

i s  s uc h  that the underl yi ng per�onal i ty s truc tu re mus t  be s ha ken and the 

i ndi v i dual  through  educat i on l ed to a . re-exami nati on  d f  h i s total pers pec­

ti ve . When l oo ked at i n  t hi s way , rel i g i ou s  confl i ct i s  but a part of 

the over-al l re-exami nati on of i deas and po i n ts o f  v i ew and i s  cons i dered · 

good and con s tructi ve .  It  i s  bel i eved that  the ou tcome o f  s u c h  confl i ct 

and  re-exami nati on wi l l  be a s tron ge r ,  more v i ta l  person , a mo re a l i ve re­

l i g i ou s  fa i t h .  

I n  s u pport o f  th i s l atter v i ew o f  educati on i t  may b e  noted that 

the s tudents who reported s trong rel i g i ous  confl i c t  and  tol d o f  con s i dera­

bl e mental cons ternati on and  some phys i ca l  effects , at one and the same 

t i me spoke pos i t i vel y a bout the p roce s s . I t  was t he i r  o p i n i on that edu­

cat i on s houl d proceed a l o n g  t hese l i nes . Al l po i nt s  o f  v i ew on matters 

s hou l d  be g i ven and the i ndi vi dual  a l l owed to ma ke the  c ho i ce .  These per­

sons  d i d  req uest  tha t teac hers be s ens i ti ve to the dynami c s  of the s i tu a ­

t i o n  and  t h e  di ffi cu l t i es whi c h  some s tudents wou l d experi ence . 

Earl i er i t  was reported that Lehman v i ewed c hanges  i n  t he va l ues 

of en teri ng  col l ege s tu dents as " l essen i ng o f  s te reotypes .. and 11 to l erance 
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of di vers i ty . 1 1 5 The rel i g i ou s  confl i ct and i ts e ffects on the persons  i n­

cl uded i n  thi s resea rch co u l d  be construed i n  th i s manner.  On l y  one i n­

tervi ewee at J o hn son  B i bl e  Col l ege s a i d  s he wa s not return i ng fo r a second 

year . No one e l s e  s ugge sted so  drasti c step a s  l eavi n g , o r  stayi ng out  

of  some cl a s s e s , o r  avo i d i ng certa i n  profes sors . Nei ther di d anyone sug­

gest  that  as  resu l t o f  the  rel i g i o u s  confl i ct he  had  a bandoned h i s rel i ­

g i ou s  fa i th .  

One th i ng mo st  apparent from thi s s tudy i s  that rel i g i ou s  funda­

menta l i sm i s  not a monol i thi c structu re , wel l defi ned , to wh i ch al l adhere 

and on  the s ame terms . Some rel i g i ous  fundamenta l i sts  are q u i te strong 

and ri gi d i n  t hei r op i n i on s  wh i l e  others a re equa l l y  s trong but l es s  r i g i d .  

Strangel y enou g h , some of t he mos t  outspo ken and  defen s i ve are the l ea s t  

certa i n  of thei.� v i ews , a l most as  thou g h  thei r defens i veness i s  a cover 

for thei r uncerta i nty .  I t  i s  i ndeed amaz i ng how the same statemen t can 

mean such w ide ly  d i fferent thi ngs  to d i fferent i nd i v i du a l s .  Thi s became 

mo s t  appa rent w i t h  the i ntervi ewees a s  they d i scus sed i denti cal  questi ons  

but  w i t h  s uc h  vari a ti on . in  understandi ng and  i nte rpreta t i o n . 

Secondary Hypo theses 

As may be s een from Ta bl e 33 , the vari ab l es  s i ze o f  chu rc h  a t­

ten ded and a ge bear no s i gn i fi cant rel a ti on s h i p to rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm ,  

rel i g i ou s  confl i ct ,  o r  anx i ety a s  meas u red a t  each o f  the three i nst i tuti ons  

or when the s co res  o f  the samp l e a re total ed . Two others , soc i o -economi c 

s tatus  and consent to be i nterv i ewed , are s i gni fi cant on l y when the  s cores 

5Lehma n ,  p. 309 . 
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fo r the sampl e are to tal ed ( cons ent to be i nterv i ewed and anxi ety , . 037S  

<. OS ; soc i o -eco nomi c s tatus  and rel i g i ous  confl i ct ,  . 01 1 9  <. OS ; anxi ety 

. 0370  ( os ) . 
Rel i g i o u s  p reference i s  s i gn i f i cantl y rel a ted to rel i g i ou s  funda­

menta l i sm at H i was see Co l l ege ( . 0338 (. 05 ) and rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm 

o f  the tota l s ampl e ( . 0001 (. OS ) . No rel ati onsh i p  between these vari a bl es 

wa s establ i s hed for J o hn son  B i bl e  Col l eg e .  Denomi nati onal  p reference i s  

s i gn i fi ca n tl y  rel ated to rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm a t  H i wa s see Col l ege 

( . 0006 < . os ) , UTK ( . 0382 <. os ) , and to the scores o f  the total sampl e 

( . 0001 ( . OS ) ; to anxi ety a t  J o hnson B i bl e  Col l ege ( . 03 1 6 ( . OS ) ; and re­

l i g i ou s  confl i ct at UTK ( . 01 73 (. OS )  and the total s amp l e ( . 0001 ( . OS ) . 

State o f  res i dence i s  s i gn i fi cantl y rel ated to rel i g i ou s  fu nda­

mental i sm at  H i wa s s ee Col l ege ( . 0001 (. O S )  and the enti re samp l e ( . 0002 

<(. OS ) . A s i gn i fi cant rel ati ons h i p  exi sts  between rel i g i ou s  fundamenta­

l i sm and s i ze of a rea from whi c h  the students come at H i wa s s ee Col l ege 

( . 0381 <. OS )  and J o hnson  B i bl e  Co l l ege ( . 021 0 (. OS ) , thou g h  not at  UTK 

( . 1 1  OS / . OS ) . These may be unders tood i n . l  i gbLof where the s c hool s  are 

l ocated , the fac t  that t hey a re smal l ,  a re denomi nat i onal l y  rel ated , a re 

l ocated i n  ru ral a reas , have l i mi ted course offeri n g s , and  a ttract a rather 

sel ect c l i en tel e .  The u n i vers i ty o n  the other hand wou l d  have a mo re 

heterogenou s student body . 

Sex of the s tudent i s  s i gn i fi cantl y rel ated to anxi ety at  H i wa s ­

s e e  Col l ege  ( . 003 S <. OS ) , a n d  for the ent i re samp l e ( . 02 1 0 <. OS ) , and re­

l i g i ous  confl i ct at J o hn son  B i bl e  Col l ege  ( . OOS7 <. 0 S ) . Attendance a t  

c hu rc h  a n d  S unday S c hool  i s  s i gn i fi cantl y rel ated t o  fundamenta l i sm at  
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H i wassee Col l ege , ( . 0083 < . 05 ) , UTK, ( . 0001  < . 0 5 ) ,  and the tota l ed  s cores 

for the sampl e ( . 0001 <. 05 ) . 

Data perta i n i ng to grade po i nt average were avai l a bl e on l y from 

H iwas see Col l ege . Rel i g ious  confl i ct ( . 0094 �. 05 )  and  anxi ety ( . 0034� . 05 )  

are s i gn i fi cantl y negati vel y  correl ated wi th  grade poi nt average . As anx i e­

ty and rel i g i ou s  confl i ct decrease  the grade po i nt average i ncreases . I f  

i ndeed the data be accurate and true o f  al l students , i nd i cati ons are that 

co nfl i ct over rel i g i ou s  i deas  produce s uffi c i ent  anxi ety wi thi n the i nd i ­

v i dua l  s tudent to i nterfere wi th  performance wi th i n the cl a s sroom . One 

mi g ht hypothes i ze t hat  part of  the d i ffi cu l ty whi c h  the  fres hman encounters 

as  he/ s he moves i nto the col l ege  experi ence and tri es  to perform academi ­

cal l y  i s  a ttri butabl e to confrontati on i n  the c l as sroom and  on campus  of 

new i deas  a nd c ha l l enges to ways of th i nki ng  brought from home . T ime and 

effort s pent i n  deal i ng wi th  these are t ime and effort away from study i n g .  

A s  resu l t the grade-poi nt average goes down . Yet some of  the mos t  i mpor­

tant personal growth i s  ta k i ng p l ace as  the i nd i v i dua l  i s  c ha l l enged and 

forced to confront new i deas and  v i ews . Maybe i n  extreme cases  persons  

wi l l  avo i d  those  c l as ses  where i t  i s  known such  cha l l enges ex i s t l est  the 

i nd i v i dua l  be d i s turbed and  grade poi nt average s uffer .  Th i s i n  i tsel f 

mi g ht account  for the rel ati ve ly  sma l l percentage ( 20% ) of  the students 

reporti ng major rel i g i ou s  d i sturbance resu l t i n g  from c l a s s room or broader 

campus  experi ences . Perhaps some who m i ght  othewi se  be i n  th i s category 

chose courses or  i n structors where the l i kel i hood of  such  happeni ng was 

mi n i ma l . 

These data s uggest that , i n  a real sense , the  very th i ng  whi c h  

i s  good for t he s tudent i s  at  one and t h e  same t i me bad for the student .  
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Confl i c t  wh i c h comes from a reappra i sa l  of  rel i g i ou s  i deas and  perspect ive  

coul d be i nterpreted a s  i nd i cati ve of  pry i n g  open  the  student ' s  mi nd and 

cha l l enge and reappra i sa l  of o ther areas a s  wel l , wh i c h i s  t hought  of  by 

many a s  the rea l a i m  of  educat i on and educati ona l  experi ence . Th i s acti v i ­

ty , however , has a n  adverse effect upon grades . The grade-po i nt average 

dec l i nes . Anx i ety i s  l i kewi se  stati sti cal l y  n egat i ve l y  rel ated to grade­

po i nt average � I n  th i s case  i t  i s  d i ffi cu l t to determi ne wh i c h i s  cause  

and whi c h  i s  effect .  I s  anxi ety the  cause and l owered grade-po i nt average 

the effect or i s  the  reverse true? In v i ew of  the known pos i t i ve rel a­

ti on s h i p between rel i g i ous  confl i ct and anx i ety , the strong l y  rel i g i o u s 

student greatl y concerned over grades , perhaps  one who l oo ks towa rd grad­

uate or  profes s i ona l  s c hool  and mu st be consc i o u s  of  admi s s i on requ i re­

men ts , mi ght  wel l l earn how to compartmenta l i ze h i s  rel i g i o n , not s u bj ect  

i t  to scrut i ny .  That person may never a l l ow c ha l l eng i ng quest i o n s  to sur­

face i n  h i s  th i n k i n g .  H e  may even avo i d those  courses where such  d i scus­

s i ons  are  reputed to take pl ace or  those  teac hers who  favor such  acti v i t ies  

or uti l i ze s uch  pedagog i ca l  procedures . 

The  secondary nu l l hypothes i s  whi c h  a s serts that the vari ab l es 

sex , age , etc . s how no  s i gn i fi cant d i fference i n  the hypothes i zed rel at ion­

s h i ps among rel i g i o u s  fundamenta l i sm ,  rel i g i o u s  confl i ct ,  and anx i e ty at  

the  three i n sti tut i o n s  in  the  study , i s  not successfu l l y  rejected wi th  

respect to  rel i g i ou s  fundamenta l i sm--re l i g i ou s  confl i ct ,  rel i g i ou s  funda­

menta l i sm--anx i ety ,  except for the vari abl e s i ze of  commun i ty of  res i dence , 

nor rel i g i ou s  confl i ct--anx i ety ,  except for the vari a bl es attendance at  

c hurch and Sunday School  and age . The reader i s  referred to Ta bl e 3 0 ,  page 

1 5 2 for data re l at i n g  to the a bove . 
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Thi s wri ter s uggest that o f  the el even vari a bl es a defi n i te 

rel ati ons h i p  does i ndeed ex i st between the  re l i g i o u s  fundamenta l i sm and 

attendance at churc h and Sunday School . One o f  the ways i n  wh i c h  the 

fundamenta l i s t expres ses  h i s  rel i g i ou s  fa i th i s  to a l i gn h i msel f wi th  

other  bel i evers and meet w i t h  them on a reg ul a r  ba s i s .  H i s  very presence 

among them says  someth i ng to a l l who see . I t  i s  not even necessary t ha t  

h e  d i scuss  h i s fa i th .  H i s parti c i pati on i n  orga n i zed acti v i ty c a n  be 

v i ewed as suffi c i ent  evi dence of the rel i g i ou s  devo t i on and  fa i thfu l ness  

to  same . 

A Portra i t  o f  t he Rel igi ous l y Fundamenta l i st Col l ege Student 

A rel i g i ou s l y  fundamental i st student may be fou nd enrol l ed i n  

ma ny d i fferent types  of i ns t i tuti ons  o f  h i gher l ea rn i ng--a p u bl i c l y  owned 

uni vers i ty ,  a smal l pri vate l y  owned fou r-year col l eg e ,  or a smal l d enomi ­

nat iona l l y  owned a nd operated two-yea r col l ege.  The  s tudent may be mal e 

or  femal e and  of any age . H i s/ her home res i dence may be a l arge c i ty or  

smal l commun i ty ,  l oc ated in  any s tate , and  represen t  any soc i a l cl a s s  from 

the h i g hest  to the l owest .  The  rel i g i o u s l y  fundamenta l i st s tudent may be 

Cathol i c ,  Greek O rt hodox , or P rotestant . Wh i l e  he/ s he may bel ong to a 

churc h  of any s i ze i n  any P rotestant denomi nati on the  fundamenta l i st stu­

dent wi l l  more than l i ke l y  p a rt i c i pate i n  a c hu rc h  wh i ch res embl es as  

c l o s e l y  as poss i bl e  what he bel i eves the New Testament Chr i s t i an  C h u rc h  

was l i ke .  The  fundamenta l i st s tudent wi l l  be a regu l a r  attender a nd sup­

porter of the c hu rc h • s  serv i ces  and  try to  i nfl uence others to  j o i n  h i m  

i n  h i s  bel i ef o  Hi s rel i gi o u s  i nterests l i e mo re i n  the d i rec t i o n  o f  read­

i ng and  study i n g  what i s  cons i dered to be Gou • s  f i n a l  vJord to man , t he B i ­

bl e ,  a nd a ppl yi ng  i ts teac h i n g s  to everyday l i fe than  i n  d e bat i ng i ts 
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vera c i ty or eng�g i ng i n  cri t i ca l  acti v i ty w i t h  rega rd to i t . Occas i onal -

l y  he f inds h i msel f i n  a s i tuat ion  or set of c i rcumstances where for one 

rea son or another a cha l l enge to the bas i c  premi se whereon h i s rel i g i ous  

s tructure i s  erected i s  fel t .  The  c hal l enge and response , of  cours e ,  wi l l  

vary wi th the  i n d i v i dual . I n  a smal l percentage of cases  the  c ha l l enge 

and the reacti on to i t  wi l l  be of con s i derabl e magn i tude and  force a nd 

the person wi l l  experi ence mental turmo i l wh i c h  may man i fest  i tsel f i n  

phys i cal  symptoms a s  h e/ s he s eri ous l y eval uates i t .  T h i s ,  howeve r ,  de­

pends upon whether or  not the cha l l enge reg i sters i n  the con sc i ou s  and 

i s  seri ous l y con s i dered . From thi s  po i nt on several d i fferent  a venu es 

of act ion a re open to t he i nd i v i dual  as he/ s he s eek s  to come to terms 

wi t h  the s i tuati on . 

Ti me a s  wel l a s  hel p from others may be req u i red to resol ve th i s 

con fl i ct .  The reso l u t i o n  process may resu l t i n  growth a nd maturi ty for 

the perso n .  

. . · . 



CH.t\PTER V I  I 

P1P L I CAT I ONS OF TI !E STUDY 

I mp l i cati ons fo r the I n s t i tuti ons  Conce rned  

t\ 1 1 three  i ns t i tut i ons  i n vol ve d i n  the  s tudy ,  � ,h,a ssee Col l eqe , 

lJohnson  8 i b 1 e  Col l eqe ,  and  The Uni vers i ty of  Tennessee , Knoxvi l l e ,  

shou l d be awa re that , genera l l y  s peak i ng ,  students fee l  that  they a re 

treated  fa i rl y  and res pon s i b l y  by a l l col l e9e pe rs onnel . Fun damenta l i s t 

and non- fundamental i s ts a l i ke a re qui te sat i s fi ed wi th  the trea tm�nt  

w� i ch each  rece i ves . Though  certa i n  courses we re n amed a s  be i ng occa­

s i ons  and  s i tuati ons i n  wh i ch cha l l enge to  rel i g i ous bel i ef h a d  been 

fe l t ,  at  no t i me di rl the s tudent feel  he/she  was dea l t �i th unfa i rl y  o r  

n o t  gi ven t h e  chance t o  re spond . I n  on l y  one i ns tance , that  be i ng a t  

The Uni vers i ty of  Tennes see , Knoxvi l l e ,  was speci fi c refe rPnce ma de to 

a teacher who ga ve s tudents the i mpres s i on that he was i ntenti ona l l y 

cha l l engi ng thei r rel i g i ous  pers pecti ve . I n  fact , these s i tuati ons  of  

cha l l enge V.le re ment i oned wi th appreci ati on by the  s tudents . 

John son B i bl e  Col l eqe i s  i n deed a speci a l i zed i n s ti tut i on 

tra i n i ng pe rsons  to se rve the Chri sti an re l i qi on i n  one capaci ty o r  

another .  Students a re gui ded i n to a deeper understandi n0  o f  and  

persona l  commi ttment  to  the C h ri sti an rel i g i on .  There appears to  

be a meas urabl e deqree of  mal content among  Johnson P i b l e  Col l ege 

s tudents a bout  campus rul es and regul ati ons , especi a l l y  those pe rta i n i n j  

to curfew and  d ress  code . S tudents know o f  these  requl at i ons  i n  

' advance o f  the i r comi ng  to the campus but a re not aware o f  the i r stri n ­

gent nature unti l the i r a rri va l  o n  camrus . One mi ght wi s h  fo r a 
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b ro a d e r  a p o ro a c h  to e d u c a t i o n to he ta ken  by t 11 e  i ns t i t u t i o n b u t  

t�e re i s  e v e ry i n rl i ca t i o n th a t  s tu d e n ts a re av1a re of the type p ro g ram 

offe re d by the c o l l e qe befo re e n ro l l i n g .  

Al t h o u g h  H i wa s s e e  Col l e ge � a s  a re q u i re d  wee k l y  c h a p e l  

p ro gra� a n d  a req u i reme n t  t h a t  a l l gradua tes s h a l l s uccessfu l l y  

c omo l ete s i x h o u rs i n  re l i g i ous stud i es ,  t h e re we re no vo i ce d  

comp l a i nts from s t u d e n ts a t  H i wassee C o l l ege on t hese p o i n ts .  

Campus rel i gi o us gro urs a n d  a re a  c h u rches a p p e a r to me e t  

a d e q u a te l y  t h e  re l i g i o u s  needs of UTK students . Seve r a l  re l i g i o us 

g ro u ps a n d  o rgan i za t i ons fun � t i on on o r  a d j a c e n t  to t h e  campus a n d  

some o f  these h a ve ra t h e r  extens i ve p ro g ra ms fo r s t u d e n ts i n c l udi n g  

C i h l e s t u dy , servi c e  p roj e c ts , a n d  so c i a l  o c c as i ons . A n umber o f  

p rofesso rs comp l a i ned a bo u t  t h e  fun d amen tn l i st o u t l o o k  a n d  a c t i v i t i es 

of many of these g ro un s , fee l i n g t h a t  i n  some i nstan ces t h i s  contri ­

b u te d  to t h e  unwi l l i n gness of some students to v i ew s u b j e c ts a n d  c e rta i n  

po i n ts o f  v i ew wi th a n  open m i n d . 

P rofi l es of e n te ri n g  freshman s t u de n ts co u l d be of q re a t  va l ue 

to e a c h  of t h e  i ns t i t u t i ons . T h i s  c o u l d be e x t reme l y  h e l p fu l  i n  

re c ru i t i n g  n ew s t u d e n ts : i n  knowi n g  the type of s t u d e n ts to a p p ro a c h , 

l oc a t i on of s u c h , a n d  p e rh a ps t hose aspec ts of t h e  c o l l ege o r  u n i ve r ­

s i ty to s t ress wi th t h e s e  s t u de n t s . T h e  rese a rc h e r  b e l i e ve s  t h a t  

f l i wassee C o l l e ge s h o u l d b e  awa re o f  t h e  h i gh p e rc e n t a ge of B a p t i sts a n d  

l ow p e rc e n t a ge of �etho d i s ts e n ro l l ed i n  a �e th o d i st -own e d  a n d  s u pp o rted 

i ns t i t u t i on . 
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I mn l i cat i ons  fo r Furthe r Research 

The fi n d i ngs of  the p resent  study sugqe s t  seve ra l  research 

pos s i b i l i t i es wh i ch may p rove benefi c i a l  i n  provi d i ng  add i ti onal  

i n s i gh ts i nto the un i q ue probl ems faced hy the  rel i q i o u s l y  fundamenta l ­

i s t s tudent i n  h i qhe r educat i on as  wel l as  a �reate r  unders tand i ng of  

rel i g i ous fun damental i sm .  

I n  l i gh t  o f  the sp i ra l i n g popul a ri ty a n d  i n fl uence o f  

rel i g i ous  fun damenta l i sm  i n  Ameri ca a n d  a round the worl d the t i m� i s  

fa r ove rdue for a s e ri ous  effort by rel i g i ous fundamenta l i st a n d  non­

fundamenta l i s t  to unders tand the pos i t i on of the othe r .  At p resent  

ne i ther seems to  unde rs tand  or  aopreci ate the othe r .  From a l l i n di ca­

ti ons  non -fundamenta l i s ts do  not have a cl ear  understandi n g  of  the 

h i s tori ca l  c i rc ums tances w� i ch produced rel i g i ous fun damen ta l i sm and  

the pos i ti ons  i ts now a ffi rms . The same coul d be s a i d of  fundamenta l ­

i s ts wi th res oect  to the non- fundamenta l i s t  stance . 

Now that the rel ati ons h i ps  between rel i gi ous confl i ct ,  

re l i g i ous fun damenta l i s m ,  and  anxi ety have been e s tab l i s hed  i n  two 

sepa ra te i n vest i gati ons , that of  Ruth Funk at  I n d i ana  Un i ve rs i ty i n  

1 95 8  and the present study ,  i t  woul d seem that the next s tep wou l d  be 

case  s tudi es  of  rel i g i ous fundamenta l i s t s tudents and the i r  rel i g i ous  

confl i ct ,  especi a l l y  the th i n k i ng n rocesses  o f  these persons a s  they 

expe ri ence the confl i ct and  anxi ety .  

Other i mpl i ca ti ons for further  research a re : 

1 .  A s tudy o f  the ro l e  of  the teacher  and  fel l ow students i n  

re l i g i ous  confl i ct and  anxi ety and  the resol uti on o f  s uch ; 

2 .  Studi e s  l ead i n g  to the deve l opment  o f  peda gogi ca l  
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me tho d ( s ) whe re by pote n t i a l l y  d i s turbi ng  mate ri a l  can  be p re s e n ted i n  

s u ch a way t h a t  t h e  op i n i ons  c u rrentl y h e l d by s tudents  a re c h a l l enged 

ye t not to the  d e g ree t h a t  they become de fen s i ve and  cl o s e  the i r mi n d s  

t o  a n y  s e ri o u s  con s i de ra t i on o f  the a l ternate i de a s  a n d  ma teri a l s ;  

3 .  A s tudy to dete rmi ne the dyn ami cs  o f  t h e  c l a s s room t h a t  

contri bute t o  the  o n s e t  o f  re l i gi o u s  con fl i c t a n d  a n x i ety ;  

4 . Lon g i tud i n a l  s t udi es  to determi ne the l on g-term e ffe c t s  

of re l i g i ou s  con fl i ct a n d  anxi e ty upon the  s tudent ; 

5 .  Stud i e s  o f  te rmi nol o gy to determi ne i f  t h e re i s  a l an g u a ge 

t h a t  wo u l d a l l ow fo r the  pre s enta t i on a n d  d i s c us s i on o f  s ub j e c t  ma tter 

wi th  a h i gh pote n t i a l  fo r u n d u l y  arous i n g the s e n s i b i l i ti es o f  t h e  

re l i g i o u s l y  fundame n ta l i s t s tuden t ; 

6 .  S t u d i e s to determi ne i f  t � e re i s  a rel a t i o n s h i p  betwee n  

rel i g i o us fundame n ta l i sm a n d  a ce rta i n  person a l i ty type , a uthori t a ri a n , 

fo r examp l e ;  

7 .  Rep l i c a te th i s  s tudy us i n g h i gh s c ho o l  s tudents to s e e  i f  

the re l i g i ou s  c o n fl i ct h a s  i ts roo ts e a rl y i n  t h e  e du c a t i on e xperi e n ce 

a n d  a t  the s ame t i me to s ee i f  there i s  a connec t i on betwee n  a parti ­

cul a r  e duca t i o n a l  theory a n d  the  d i ffi c u l t i es e xpe ri e n c e d  by fund amen ­

tal i s t s tudents ; 

8 .  I n ve s ti gate the  ro l e  o f  the h ome i n  p rec i p i tat i n g rel i g i o u s  

con fl i ct a n d  h e l p i n g  t h e  s tudent re s o l ve i t ;  

9 .  Stud i e s i n to the  i mp l i ca t i o n s  of E ri k Eri kson 1 s  Psyc h o ­

So c i a l  Theory fo r understan d i n g  t h e  probl ems o f  re l i gi ou s l y  fun dame n ta l ­

i s t  s tudents . 
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I mo l i ca t i o n s  fo r C l a s s room I n s tructi on 

I n s t ructors a t  H i wa s s e e  C o l l e q e  a n d  UTK , e s pe c i a l l y ,  need 

to be awa re that s ome s tu d e n t s  e n ro l l e d i n  the i r c l a s s e s  expe ri ence 

rel i g i ou s  c o n fl i c t a n d  an x i e ty ;  that i n deed i t  i s  a p ro b l em fo r s ome , 

a s e r i o u s  prohl em fo r a fe\'·1 .  I n  s ome i n s ta n ce s , i t  can p ro v e  to be 

an i nte rfe re n c e  i n  the p a rt i c u l a r  co u rs e  whe re i t  a ri s e s  a n d  i n  o th e rs 

i t  can a ffe c t  o ve ra l l a c a demi c pe rfo rmance . I t  wo u l d b e  o f  i mme n s e  

va l ue i f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  c o u l d a s ce rta i n  i n  a d vance whe t h e r  o r  not 

certa i n  p a rts of t h e  s u bject matte r a re poten t i a l l y  d i s tu rb i ng to the 

s tudents . I f  s uc h  c a n  b e  dete rm i n e d  i n  a d vance then a d i ffe re n t  method 

of i n s truct i on c a n  be emp l oye d , perh a p s  l ea d i n g  the s tu d e n t s  to  d i s cover 

t h e  de s i re d  or  a l ternate s o l uti o n s  o r  e xp l a n a t i o n s  to a p ro b l em o r  

i s s ue .  The s e s s i on mi g h t  be p receded by a more deta i l ed e xp l a n a t i o n  

t h a n  u s u a l , s ay i n g  s ome th i n g  l i ke ,  "Today \'!e a re d e a l i n g  \'d th an i s s ue 

t h a t  h a s  been v i ewe d a n d  e xp l a i ne d  i n  d i ffe re n t  ways by d i ffe re n t  

p e r s on s . W e  s ha l l p re s e n t  s e ve ra l  s u gges te d  s o l u t i o n s  n o t i n g  t h e  

s t re n gt h s  a n d  wea kn e s s e s  o f  e a c h . "  Too , t h e re need to be s t ru c t u re d  

s i t u at i on s  a n d  oppo rtun i ti e s fo r a s tudent t o  e xp re s s  d i s a g re eme n t  a n d  

n o t  rel y  s o l e l y  on tho s e  t i iT'es vthen h e  ra i se s  hi s h aru to r · s peaks out i n 

c l a s s  o b j e c t i n g  to s ome o p i n i on o r  ma teri a l . The re mus t b e  9en u i n e  

re s pe c t  a n d  a p p re c i a t i o n on the p a rt o f  a l l ,  teac h e r  a n d  fe l l ow s tu d e n t s , 

fo r a l l po i n t s  o f  v i ew whe ther they a re fundame n ta l i s t o r  n o n - fun dame n ­

t a l i s t .  C e rta i n l y , a s  noted p re vi o u s l y , both p e r s p e ct i ves - -non - fu nd amen ­

t a l i s t a n d  fundamen ta l i s t - - c o u l d bene fi t from a l uc i d ,  i n fo rme d 

u n d e rs ta n d i n g  o f  the o t h e r 1 S  pos i ti on .  
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A P P END I X  A 

I NTERV I EH SCf-l EDULF. FOR TH E I f 1TERV I EW 
PHASE OF THE STUDY 

I .  �1a ke the s tudent fee l  at e a s e  by re v i evli n g  s orr.e of t h e  

p e r s o n a l  d a t a a n d  a s k i n g  o t h e r  q ue s t i o n s  s u c h  a s  s i ze o f  fa�i l y , fu t u re 

p l a n s , re l a ti o n s  wi t h  s i b l i n qs , e tc . 

I I .  V a l i da te V a u q h an 1 S  S oc i o -economi c S t a t u s  S c a l e .  

Expl a i n  t h e  mea n i n g  o f  the n u�e ri c a l  s co re . 

I I I . Vn l i d n. te the Rel_Lq i o u s  Con fl i ct S c a l e .  B e g i n by 

e x p l a i n i n g t h e  s co ri n g  o f  the tes t :  true a n swe rs to a ny o f  the 

a u e s t i o n s  i n d i c a t e s  a de gree o f  con fl i ct .  Re a d  s ome o f  t h e  q ue s ti o n s  

a l o u d  a n d  h a ve t h e  p e r s o n  ve ri fy h i s a.n s 1·:ers . I f  po s s i bl e ,  h a ve t h e  

nerson t o  exnl a i n  h i s  a n s we rs . 

E n c o u ra ge the p e r s o n  to d i s c u s s  fre e l y  h i s  a n swe rs a n d  

comme n t  uoon t h e  s u bj e c t  ma tte r .  I de a s  a n d  o p i n i on s  f re e l y e xp re s s e d  

a re t o  b e  p re fe rre d .  Revi ewi n g  s co re s  o n  the va ri o u s  te s ts , a s  muc h  a s  

a nyth i n g , wi l l  p ro v i d e  a s p ri n gboa rd fo r e l i c i t i n g o p i n i on s  a n d  

d i s coveri n g  true fee l i n gs o n  a l l t h e  a re a s  of c o n c e rn t o  t h e  i n ve s t i -

g a to r .  I f  p os s i bl e , a t  t h i s p o i n t  g u i de t h e  p e r s o n  i n to a d i s c u s s i on o f  

h i s  re l i g i o u s  c o n fl i c t i f  s c o re s  i n d i c a te t h e  p re s e n ce o f  s u c h . 

I V . V a l i d a te the 11a rti n - \ !e s t i e Re l i o i o u s  Fun c'ame n ta l i s m 

S c a l e .  B e g i n �i t h  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h ow the s ca l e p l a c e s  p e r s o n s  o n  a 

con t i n u um runn i n g from s t ron 0  fundame n ta l i s t bel i e f  to n o n e  a t  a l l .  

The h i g h e r  t h e  s co re t h e  greater t h e  de q ree o f  fundame n ta l i sm ,  t h e  

l ower t h e  s co re t h e  l e s s  the degree o f  fun damen t a l i s m .  As i n  S e ct i o n  
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I I I  rea d  s ome o f  t h e  q ue s t i on s  a l oud a n rl  h a ve t h e  pe rs on ve ri fy h i s 

a n swe rs a n d  i f  po s s i b l e e x p l a i n  the� . 

V .  Va l i date the I PAT S e l f An � l vs i s  S ca l e  s c o re . E xp l a i n  

t h a t  s co re s  i n  the ran qe o f  0 - 1 4 a re typi ca l l y  fo und i n  u n u s ual l y  

re l a xe d , s e c u re i n d i vi d u a l s ,  1 5 - 38 i n rl i cates a n  a ve ra ae l e ve l o f  

a n x i e ty ,  3 9 - 4 4  i n d i c a t e s  a oerson whose a n xi e ty l e vel wo u l d b e  ge tti n g  

s e ri o u s , a n d  4 5 -88 a re s c o res fo und i n  o n l y  1 o f  28 c a s e s . E n co ura ge 

the person to d i s c u s s  t h e  p re s e n ce o r  a b s ence of a n x i e ty i n  h i s  -1 i fe 

a n d  i f  the s c o re s  i n d i cates the p re s ence o f  a h i oh de q re e  o f  a n x i e ty 

a s k  the person to s ugge s t  n rea son fo r s uch . A s k spec i fi cal l y  i f  a 

con fl i ct i n vol v i n g  re l i g i on i s  d i rect l y  or i n d i re c t l y  rel a t e d  to t h e  

a n x i e ty .  

V I . To a s s i s t i n  s e c u ri n g  comp l e te a c c u ra te da�a a b o u t  

rel i g i o u s  v i ewpo i n t , re l i o i o u s  confl i ct ,  a n d  a n x i e ty ,  t h e  fo l l owi n g  

s p ec i fi c  q u e s t i o n s  ha ve been formu l a te d . I f  i n  the course o f  the 

i ntervi ew t h e  oerson p ro v i d e s  a n  answe r to any o r  a l l o f  the q ue s t i on s  

t h e re i s  n o  n e e d  to p u rs ue the matter any furth e r .  I f ,  h oweve r ,  t h e  

i n tervi ewee i s  u n u s ua l l y  h e s i tant t o  t a l k about a ny o f  the te s ts a n d  

t e s t  d a t a  beyon d  g i vi n g  y e s  o r  n o  a n swe rs t o  t h e  i n te rv i ewe r • s  

q ue s ti o n s , t h e n  to ma ke s u re that the person • s  oni n i o n s  a re ful l y  

known , t h e  i n tervi ewe r wi l l  s e e k  s pec i fi c  a n swe rs to t h e  fo l l owi ng 
q ue s t i on s .  The s e  q ue s t i on s  were uti l i ze d  i n  t h e  o i l o t s tudy a n d  the 

res e a rc h e r  fee l s  that they s e rve d q u i te ,,,e l l and yi e l ded t h e  tyoe o f  

i n fo rma t i on t h a t  wa s be i n a s o u o h t .  - .J 

1 .  Oo yo u fee l  t h a t  i t  i s  the ro l e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  to p re s e n t  

a l l p o i nts  o f  vi ew o n  a probl em o r  s i tuati o n  o r  q ue s t i on o r  i s s ue e ven 



though s ome o f  t�e vi ewoo i n ts expre s s e d  may a n tago n i ze the s t udents . 

Yes  No P l e a s e  expl a i n  yo u r  a n swe r .  
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2 .  Do you fee l  that teachers h a ve the ri g h t  or  re s pons i b i l i ty 

to s ugge s t  a n swe rs to q ue s t i ons  that a re poten t i a l l y  u p s e t t i n g  to 

s tudents i n  a n  e ffort to s t i �ul a te students • t h i n k i n g ?  Y e s  N o  

P l e a s e  expl a i n  you r  a n swe r .  

3 .  Do you b e l i e ve that  s tudents s ho u l d be con fi rme d  or 

d i s t u rbed i n  th� i r re l i q i o us be l i e fs ? Yes  

yo u r  a n s\•Je r .  

No P l e a s e  expl .a i n  

4 .  Do you s e e  yo u rs e l f chan g i n g  wi th re gard to re l i g i ou s  

be l i e fs ?  f !a s  yo u r  pos i t i o n s h i fte d s omewh a t  s i n c e  e n ro l l i n g  i n  c o l l ege?  

Yes No P l e a s e  e xp l a i n  your a n s we r .  

5 .  �e re you wo rri ed about col l ege beca u s e  you we re a fra i d 

t h a t  th i s  wo u l d happe n ?  Yes_ No_ D i d o t h e r  peop l e expre s s  op i n i on s  

t h a t  t h i s mi g h t  h appen t o  yo u ?  Yes_ flo 

6 .  W h a t  a re t h e  cours e s  i n  wh i ch yo u h a ve fe l t  rel i g i o u s  

con fl i ct t h e  s tronge s t ?  Soci o l o qy_ P syc hol o gy_ P h i l os ophy_ 

Re l i gi o us S t ud i e s_ B i ol ogy __ _ C her1i s tr.v 

Educat i o n  Othe r 

E n q l i s h H i s to ry_ 

----------------------------------------------

7 .  H a ve you e ve r  fe l t  the need to d i s c u s s  the re l i q i o us 

confl i ct wh i ch you a re expe ri enci n g  wi th anyon e  e l s e ?  Ye s No 

P l e a s e  expl a i n  yo u r  a n s we r .  

8 .  How do you h a n d l e a course/ c l a s s  where some o f  t h e  

materi a l  c o n fl i c ts wi t h  what yo u hel i eve? How do you rep l y  to 

q u e s t i on s  on  tes ts that  c a l l fo r a n swers that  i n vol ve mate ri a l  a n d  

i de a s  t h a t  a re c l e a r l y  i n  oppos i ti on t o  yo u r  b e l i e fs ?  



9 .  H a ve you e ve r  tri e d  to de fe n d  yo u r  rel i g i ou s  be l i e fs 

� i n  cl a s s ?  Do you object  i n  c l a s s  to p a rt i cul a r  i de a s  e x p re s s e d  by 

te acher o r  s tudent t h a t  confl i c t yo ur re l i g i o u s  bel i e fs ?  Y e s  

No Pl e a s e  comme n t  on your ans i·Je r .  

1 0 .  H a ve yo u i n ve s ti 9ated yo u r  re l i g i o us be l i e fs mo re 

cl o s e l y  s i n ce comi n g  to ? P l e a s e  expl a i n yo u r  a n s we r .  

1 1 .  I s  the  s o u rce o f  your re l i g i o u s  confl i ct s ome th i n g 

other t h a n  the  c l a s s ro om s i t ua t i on? Y e s  No P l e a s e  expl a i n 

you r  a n slf1e r .  
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1 2 .  How h a ve yo u come to te rms vli th the re l i g i ou s  confl i ct 

( i . e . , how h a ve yo u h a nd l ed i t ) ? Fo r examp l e ,  do you not l i s te n  i n  

cl a s s ?  Di d you d ro p  the  cl a s s ?  



APP END I X  B 

QUEST I ON NA I RE FOR THE SURVEY PHA S E  
OF T H E  STUDY 

Ma d i s o n v i l l e ,  Tennes see 

Dea r Parti c i p a n t : 

He u n d e rs t a n d  t h a t  the i n fo rma t i on you a re a s ke d  
t o  g i ve i s  o f  a con fi den t i a l  n a ture . Many oe�p l e a re 
h e s i t a n t  to re vea l  t he i r re l i g i o u s  bel i e fs . Re a s s u re d , 
howe ve r , t h a t  t h i s i n forma t i on wi l l  be h e l d i n  s tri c te s t  
c o n fi dence . T h i s  exerci s e  re l a tes to a o ro .i e cts whose 
e ve n t u a l  a i m  i s  to d i s cover ways i n  wh i ch pote n t i a l l y  
d i s tu rb i n q  i de a s  a n rl  ma teri a l  can  be ta ught s o  a s  to 
p rod uce a mi n i ma l  emo t i on a l  res po n s e  on the p a rt of the 
s tu de n t , a res po n s e  that c o u l d defi n i te l y  i n te rrup t the 
l e a rn i n g p roces s .  

T o d ay yo u a re a s ked to s uo o l y  ce rta i n  h i ogra r h i c a l  
i n fo rma t i o n  a n d  ma rk yo u r  a n swe rs o n  t h ree s hort tests . 
�·'e wo u l d a p p re c i ate yo u g i  vi n 9  yo u r  name a n d  a dd re s s  a 1 s o  
a s  t h e  s ec o n d  p h a s e  o f  t h i s p ro j e c t  i n vol ve s c o l l e c t i n g  a 
d i ffe ren t  s o rt o f  d a ta a n d  i n  o rder to obt a i n  t h i s i n fo rma t i on 
a n umbe r o f  yo u wi l l  �e i ntervi ewed oers o n a l l y .  As wa s s ta ted 
a bove , a l ) i n fo rma t i o n  you furn i s h and your ri ame s a n d  
a d d re s s e s  wi l l  b e  h e l d s tri ctl y confi den t i a l . T h e  n ame s 
wi l l  be u s e d  o n l y  to contact pers o n s  fo r the i n te rv i ew . 
P a rti c i p a t i o n  i n  the i n te rvi ew o h a s e  o f  the s t u dy wi l l  be 
vol unta ry tho u gh i t  i s  hoped t h a t  you wi l l  i n d i c a te 1·li l l i n qne s s  
t o  d o  s o  by furn i s h i n a yo u r  n ame a n d  a d d re s s . 

A fte r the te s ts h a ve been s co red a n d  the i n fo rma t i on 
t a bu l a ted you may s ee the re s u l ts . Those who a re a s ked to 
p a rt i c i p a te i n  the i n tervi ew p h a s e  wi l l  h a ve oopo rtu n i ty a t  
t h a t  t i me t o  s u rvey the te s t  fi n d i n q s . 

Tha n k  yo u fo r your wi l l i n gne s s  to p a r t i c i p a te . 
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G E N E RAL I N FORMAT I ON DATA S H E ET 

Name 
-------------------------------

Addre s s  
--------------------------------------------------------

Te l ephone No . ___________ _ I wi l l  aqree to be i n tervi ewe d_ I vJi l l  

n o t  agre e  to be i n te rv i ewe d 

Re l i g i o us p re fe re n ce : J ew 

Age_ r1a 1 e  Fema l e 

C a thol i c  Pro te s ta n t  O t h e r  

I bel ong to a c h urch/synago que_ I do not be l on g  to a ch urch/s ynago�ue 

b u t  I attend �1y denomi n a t i onal  p re fe re n ce i s  ___________________ _ 

The appro x i mate s i ze o f  my c h urc h  i s  
-----

T h i s i s  mv q u a rte r 

i n  s choo l . ��Y s tudent  c l a s s i fi ca t � on i s------------------------� 

� �  home s tate i s  My home i s  l oc a te d  i n :  

rural a re a  s ma l l town ( i n corpora ted to 2 500 ) l a rge tO\'tn ( 2 500-

1 5 , 000 ) c i ty ( 1 5 , 000-
I a t t e n d  c h urch a n d  S u n day S c hool : e ve ry S unrlay_ o n e  t i me a mon th 

h:o ti me s  a r.1o n th on  hol i days_ occas i on a 1 1  y_ never_ 

I h o l d a n  o ffi c i a l  pos i t i o n  ( whe ther e l ected o r  apoo i n te d ) i n  the 

c h u rch : ye s_ no 

Re l i g i o us con s i d e ra t i on s  di d 

a ttend th i s  s c hool . 

d i d  not e n te r  i n to my d e c i s i on to 



SCALE FOR ASSESS I NG SOC I O - ECONOM I C  STATUS 

1 ,  Are yo u o r  i s  s ome body e l s e  the ch i e f wa oe earner i n  yo u r  home? 

2 .  ( About the c h i e f  wa rr e a rn e r ) �hat i s  ( yo ur , h i s ,  h e r ) 
occuoa t i o n ?  ( Pl e a s e  re cord the occura t i on o f  c h i e f  waqe e a rn e r  i n  
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deta i l.  by type of  \.'to rk a n d  pos i t i on ) ______________ _ 

3 . ( P.bout the c h i e f  vm qe e a rner ) Abo ut hovJ fa r di d (you , he , s he ) go 
i n  s c hoo l ? 8th gra de o r  l e s s  ; 1 - 2 years o f  � i qh s chool  
compl eted h i gh s c hool  ; some col l ege_; compl eted col l e qe_ 

4 .  I s  there a c a r  i n  your home ?  Yes No ( If Yes ) How many? 
( I f  one car o n l y ) Ha s i t  bouqht nev! or u s e d?New U s e d  

-

5 .  I s  there a tel eohone  i n  your home ? Yes  
Pri vate l i ne  

N o  Pa rty l i n e  

6 .  Do yo u re n t  o r  own the o l ace where you a re l i vi n g ?  Ren t Own 



P, SURVEY 0F ATT I TI I DES TOLIJ\Rf"l R E L I G I ON 

A N D  PH I LOSOPHY O F  L I FE 
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Th i s  i n ve n t o ry con s i s t s  o f  n ur.1here d  s ta temen t s . Re a d  e a c h 
s ta teme n t  a n d  dec i de wheth e r  i t  i s  t rue a s  a pp l i e d to yo u o r  fa l s e a s  
ap p l i e d t o  yo u .  You  a re t o  ma rk yo u r  an swe rs on t h i s  s h eet . I f  a 
s ta teme n t  i s  TRUE OR MOSTLY TRUE , a s  a o p l i e rl to yo u ,  c i rc l e T .  I f  the 
s ta teme n t  i s  Ffl .L S E"  f)P. NOT U S IJ f,LLY TRUE , as  ar.rl i e d to yn u ,  c i rc l e F .  

T F 1 .  I cannot de c i de what to bel i e ve a bo u t  re l i a i on . 

T F 2 .  I s ome t i me s  won de r  j us t  what l i fe i s  a l l a � o u t  a n d  why we 
a re h e re . 

T F 3 .  I am a c t i ve l y  t ryi n g  to dec i de by re a d i n g  o r  o t h e r  me a n s , 
wh a t  the t r u t h  i s  a h o u t  re l i gi on . 

T F t1 A t  t i me s  I h a ve f'e l t  9 u i  Hy heca u s e  o f  my re 1 i eli o u s  
u p b ri n g i n g .  

T F 5 .  I s orne t i r:e s  fee l  d i s l oyal  to r.y p a re n t s  b�c a u s e  I c a n not 
e n t i re l y  a ccept the i r re l i g i o u s  be l i e fs .  

T F 6 .  I wi s h  I wa s perfec t l y  s u re o f  my bel i ef i n  God . 

T F 7 .  I am not a s  s tri ct i n  my re l i g i o u s  prac t i c e s  a s  I fee l  I 
s ho u l d he .  

T F 8 .  My c h u rc h  i s  too s tri ct . 

T F 9 .  There a re too many t h i n n s  a b o ut re l i g i on I don 1 t  unde rs ta n d .  

T F 1 0 .  I a m  i n  danger o f  l os i n g my fa i th .  

T F 1 1 .  Some t i me s  I fee l  g u i l ty beca u s e  o f  my l a c k  o f  fa i th . 

T F 1 2 .  Educa t i on h a s  l ed me to q u e s t i on s ome tea c h i n g s  o f  my c h u rc h . 

T F 1 3 .  Some t i �e s  I be l i e ve i n  He l l  a n d  s omet i me s  I don 1 t .  

T F 1 4 .  I l'li s h  I c o u l d be s u re my re l i �i o u s  bel i e fs a re c o rre c t . 

T F 1 5 . C o n t ra d i cto ry rel i g i o u s  i rle a s  make o n e  vJO n rle r  I<Jh i c h o n e s  to 
acce p t . 

T F 1 6 . I fee l  that I s ho u l c!n 1 t  q ue s t i on my rel i q i o n , b u t  I some t i me s  
do , anyi•Jay . 

T F 1 7 . I fee l  t h a t  I s ho u l d be mo re re l i g i o u s  t h a n  I am . 



T F 1 8 .  I mi q h t  be h a pp i e r  i f  I d i d n o t  be l i e ve i n  �Y re l i g i on .  

T F 1 9 .  I ':! i s h  I d i d n o t  bel i e ve i n  ! !e l l , b u t  I do . 
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T F 2 0 . I s ome t i me s  \•/o n d e r  vthy God l e ts terri b l e t h i n qs h ap p e n  to 
peo p l e .  

T F 2 1 . I t  i s  h a rd to re con c i l e  s c i e n ce wi th re l i q i on .  

T F 2 2 . ,1\ l t h o u g h  b n s i ca l l y  I hel i e ve i n  my re l i a i on , r1y f'a i th o fte n 
vJa ve rs . 
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P l e a s e  a n swe r t h e  fo l l owi n g  q ue s t i on s  i n  l i 0h t  of the 
de s c ri p t i o n s  g i ven : S A  d e n o te s  s t ron q  a g reeme n t ; A denotes a g reeme n t ; 
U denotes u n de c i d e d ; 0 d e n o t e s  d i sa q reeme n t ; S O  � e n o t e s  s t ron 9  d i s ­
a g reeme n t . P l e a s e  c i rc l e t h e  an swer wh i c h bes t  d e s cri b e s  yo u r  
a t t i tude t owa rd t h e  q ue s t i on . 

SA A U 0 S D  The C i h l e  i s  the i n s o i re d  wo rd o f  Go d .  

S/'1. A U D SD The rel i q i o u s  i rl e a  o f  h e a ve n  i s  n o t  mu c i-J  r1o re 
t h a n  s up e rs ti t i on . 

SA A U D SO C h ri s t wa s a mo rtal , h i s to r i c a l  p e r s o n , h u t  n o t  
a s up e rn a tural  o r  d i vi n e  bei n g .  

Sft A U D S O  C h ri s t  i s  a d i vi n e he i n g ,  t h e  Son o f  God . -

S/1, A !J  D SO The s to ri es i n  the B i b l e  a h o u t  C h ri s t  h e a l i n g 
s i c k a n d  l ame pers o n s  by ! l i s t o u c h  a re 
fi c t i t i o u s  a n d  myth i ca l . 

SA A U D S O  Someday C h ri s t  wi l l  re t u rn . 

SA A U 0 SO The i de a  o f  l i fe a fte r d e a t h  i s  s i mp l y  a myt h . 

Sl\ A U 0 S O  I f  mo re o f  the peop l e  i n  t h i s c o u n t ry vm u l d t u rn 
to C h ri s t  we wo u l d h a ve a l ot l e s s  c r i me a n d  
corrupt i o n . 

SA A U D S O  S i nce C h ri s t  b ro u g h t  the d e a d  t o  l i fe ,  He qa ve 
e te rn a l  l i fe to a l l who h a ve fa i t h . 
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On the fo l l owi ng  cages you wi l l  fi nd  4 0  auPst i nns de�l i nq 

wi th d i ffi cul ti es that mos t  peopl e expe ri ence at  one t i me or  another .  

I t  wi l l  hel p a l ot in  se l f-understan di ng  i f  you check Yes , No , e tc . , 

to each one , fra n k l y  and  truth ful l y ,  to descri be any prob l ems you may 

have . P l ease  rerr.embe r a s  you ansvte r :  

1 .  � le ve r pass  over an i tern but �li ve s ome nns\•ter to every 

s i ngl e one . Your answers wi l l  he enti re l y  confi den ti a l . 

2 .  Do not  spend  t i me ponderi n q .  An swer each i mmed i atel y ,  

the way you wa nt  to a t  th i s  moment ( not l as t  wee k  o r  u sua l l y ) . Answe r 

them a s  yo u fee l  now . 



1 .  I fi nd  t h a t � i n te re s t s , i n  peon l e a n d  amu s e ­
ments , ten d t o  c h a n oe fai rl y ra ni d l y  

2 .  I f  peopl e th i n k  poorl y o f  me I c a n  s t i l l  qo on 
q u i te s e re n e l y  i n  my ni n d  

3 .  I l i ke to v1a i t  ti l l  I a m  s u re that "'� a t  I am 
s ayi n o  i s  c o rre c t , befo re I put forwa rd a n  
a rgume n t  

4 .  I am i n c l i ne d  to l e t my act i on s  qP.t  swayed by 
feel i n gs  of j e a l o u sy 

5 .  I f  I h a d  my l i fe to l i ve o v e r  a Cla i n  I vJO u l d :  
( A )  p l a n  very d i ffe rentl y ,  ( R )  \·1a n t  i t  the  
s ame 

6 .  I a dmi re my p a rents  i n  a l l i rrmo rtant ma tte rs 

7 .  I fi n d  i t  h a rd to " t a ke 1 no 1 fo r an  ansv:e r " , 
e ven when I k now wha t I a s k  i s  i mpos s i b l e  

8 .  I doubt the hone s ty o f  neonl e who a re mo re 
fri e n d l y than  I wo ul d n a t u ra l l y  e xpect them 
to he 

9 .  I n  dema n d i n q  a n d  e n fo rc i n q o be c i ence  my P a rents  
(or  q u a rd i a n s ) we re : ( f. )  n h1ays very rea s o n ­
a b l e ,  ( B )  o ften u n re a sona b l e  

1 0 . I need my fri ends  mo re than they seem to need me 

1 1 . I fee l  s u re t h a t  I c o u l d " p u l l mys e l f toqeth e r "  
t o  deal  wi th a n  eme rgency 

1 2 . As  a c h i l d  I wa s a fra i d  o f  the d a rk 

1 3 . Peop l e s ome ti me s  tel l me that  I s how mv exci te­
me n t  i n  vo i ce a n d  ma nner  too b b vi ou s l y  

1 4 .  I f  peopl e t a k e  a d va n t a 9e o f  my fri endl i n e s s  I :  
( A ) soon fo rget a n d  forgi ve , ( B )  re s e n t  i t  a n d  
h o l d i t  a qa i n s t  them 

1 5 .  I fi n d  mys e l f  u n s e t  rather t h a n  h e l oed by the 
k i nd o f  pers o n a l  c ri ti c i sm t h a t  many oeool e ma ke 

1 6 . 

1 7 . 

Often I get a n � ry wi th  peop l e too q u i c k l y  

I fee l  re s tl e s s  a s  i f  I wa n t  s ome th i n g  b u t  d o  not 
know \'/ha t 
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Tnae h bohfHD Fat.. 

0 0 0 
Tnl• h botwHD Fat.. 

0 0 0 

s. ..... 
tl,... Seldom Nner 

0 D 0 

A In betweeft B 

0 0 0 
T• In bohfM�> No 

0 0 0 
Tnaa h belwHn Fa'lae 

0 0 0 

Trwe In bohfotll FaiN 

D 0 0 

A In betwocn B 

0 0 0 
Rarely Som•timea Oftoa 

0 D 0 
Ahra,.. Oi't.ll !kldo,. 

0 0 ·  D 
Oft.D Bom�tim.. Nnar 

0· D D 
· Tn Un<ertaln Ne 

0 D 0 ·  

A In betwe.n B 

D 0 D 
Olton O«aaion&lly Nner 

0 0 0 
Tnae h betwc•n Fa! .. 

D 0 0 
Of tea 

0 



1 8 .  

1 9 . 

2 0 . 

2 1 . 

22 . 

2 3 .  

24 . 

25 . 

2 6 . 

2 7 . 

2 8 . 

2 9 .  

30 . 

31 . 

32 . 

33 . 

I s o me t i me s  d o u b t  whether peopl e I a m  t a l k i n g  
t o  a re re a l l y  i n t e re s te d  i n  w h a t  I a m  s ay i n g  

I h a ve a l ways been free from a ny vague fee l i n g s  
o f  i l l - h e a l th ,  s u c h  a s  obs c u re p a i n s , d i g e s t i ve 
upsets , a�a re n e s s  of h e a rt a c t i o n , e t c . 

I n  d i s c u s s i on wi t h  s ome peopl e ,  I get s o  a n n oye d 
t h a t  I c a n  h a rd l y  t ru s t  mys e l f to s p e a k  

T h ro u g h  oetti n q  t e n s e  I u s e  up m9re e n e rgy t h a n  
mo s t  peop l e i n  0 e tt i n q  t h i n q s  done 

I �a ke a p o i n t of n o t  bei n g  a h s e n t -mi n d e d  o r  
forge tful  o f  d e ta i l s  

However d i ffi c u l t a n d  u n o l e a s a n t  the o b s t a c l e s , 
I a hJays s ti c k  to my o r i gi n a l  i n ten ti ons 

I t e n d  to r,Jet ove r-exc i te d  and 1 1 rattl e d 1 1  i n  
u p s e tt i n q  s i t ua t i o n s  

I o c c a s i on a l l y  h a ve vi vi d d re a�s that d i s t u rb 
my s l een 

I a l ways have e n o ugh ene rgy when faced wi th 
d i ffi c u l ti e s  

I some t i me s  fee l  c ompe l l e d t o  c o u n t  t h i n g s  fo r 
n o  p a rti c u l a r  o u rno s e  

r-1o s t  peo p l e a re a l i tt l e q uee r me n ta l l y ,  tho u9h 
t h ey d o  not l i ke to a dmi t i t  

I f  I ma k e  a n  awkward s o c i a l  mi s t a k e  I c a n  s o o n  
fo rge t i t  

I fee l  g ro u c hy a n d  j u s t  do n o t  v1a n t  to see 
peopl e :  ( A )  o c ca s i on a l l y ,  ( 8 )  ra ther o ften 

I am b r o u g h t  a l mo s t  to t e a rs by h a v i n g  t h i n gs 
go v1ron g  

I n  t h e  mi d s t  o f  s oc i a l  g ro u n s  I a m  neverth e l e s s  
some t i me s  ove rcom� by fee l i n gs o f  l on e l i ne s s  
a n d  wo rthl e s s ne s s  

I v1a k e  i n  t h e  n i  o h t  a n d , t h ro u g h  �>lo rry , h a ve 
s ome d i ffi c u l ty i n  s l ee p i n g  a ga i n  
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Tno h t..t-.H'tl Jl'alae 

D 0 0 

Tnt Une�Tt&l.a Fal .. 

0 D 0 
s. .... 
tla• J!.a,....17 N_.,. 

0 D 0 
T"'• Un�Tt&ln Fat .. 

0 D 0 
Tn1o Uceort&ln Fain 

0 D 0 
T• In brlwH.D No 

0 0 0 

YH In b�hnen No 

0 D D 
y., In b•twHn No 

D 0 D 
Truo Unc•rt.o.in Falae 

0 0 0 
True Unetrtaln Fa! .. 

D D D 

y.. In betwHn No 

D D D 
A In between B 

0 0 D 
Very Somo-

N.,... rai"<'IJ' tlmeo 

D D 0 

Y• In betwHD No 

D 0 D 
Oft.o.a So01dimeo Nner 

0 0 0 



34 . 1 1y s p i ri t s  g e n e ra l l y s tay h i q h n o  ma tte r 
how many tro ub l e s  I mee t  

35.  I some t i De s  o,et fee l i n c s  o f  qu i l t  o r  
remo rs e o v e r  q u i te s na l l ma tte rs 

3f . ' 1y n e rves 9ct o n  e cl qe so t � a t  ce rta i n  s o u n d s , 
e . g . , a s c re e c hy h i n q e , a re u n b e a ra b l e . a n d  
g i ve me the s h i vers 

37 . I f  s ome t h i n g  ba d l y  u p s e ts me I gene ra l l y  c a l m  
down a ga i n  q u i te q u i c k l y  

38 . I tend to t remb l e o r  p e rs p i re when I t h i n k o f  
a d i ffi c u l t t a s k a he a d  

39 . I u s u a l l y  fa l l a s l f' e D  q u i ck l y ,  i n  a few 
Mi n u t e s  �hen I go to b e d  

40 . I some t i 8e s  aet i n  a s t a te o f  te n s i on o r  t u r ­
mo i l  o ve r  my re c e n t  c o n c e r n s  and i n te re s ts 
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Y• In b•tw� ND 

D 0 0 
Y• In b.t .. ..,n No 

D 0 0 

Ottoa Som�tlm• Nner 

D D 0 
Tnle Uno:nUID P'a!H 

D D 0 

. Y• In hrlwHn Ne 

0 D 0 
Tnoe Un<ert&!D Fa!M 

o o · o 



APPEND I X  C 

P I LOT STUDY 

I n te rvi ew conducte d : J u l y  1 0 ,  1 97 9  

Len gth o f  i n tervi ew : 50 mi n u tes 

The s ub j e c t  o f  the  i n tervi ew i s  a 30 yea r  o l d woma n , ma rri e d , 

mo ther o f  3 c h i l d re n , and  a fo u rth q u a rte r s t udent a t  H i wa s s ee C o l l e ge . 

The h u s b a n d  wo rks a s  a n  a u to parts d i s tri butor a n d  i s  o a rt own e r - o f  t h e  

fi rm whe re h e  i s  empl oye d . Ke nne ' s  home s tate i s  O h i o  a n d  s h e  ra n ke d  

he r  fami l y  a s  l ower mi d d l e c l a s s  accordi n g  t o  V a u g h a n ' s  de fi n i t i on s  o f  

s oc i a l  c l a s s . Her fa ther i s  Roman Cathol i c  a n d  h e r  mo t h e r  b e l o n gs to 

the C hurch o f  the Brethre n . As a c h i l d  Kenne wa s a l l owe d to choose  

wh i ch o f  the two re l i g i o u s  gro uo s  s he wanted to j o i n a n d  s he c h o s e  that  

o f  her mo th e r ,  C h u rc h  o f  the � rethren . 

Re l i g i o u s  I deol o gy 

Th i s  p i l ot s tudy may be construed as 1 1 1 ustrati v� of one o f  the 

significant ways i n  wh i ch re l i gi o us confl i ct can  be h a n d l e d . Ken ne 

score d  96 on the  Rel i gi o u s  I deol ogy S c a l e wh i ch p l aced  h e r  on the bord e r  

l i ne o f  a fun d amenta l i s t .  T h e  i n tervi ew d i d i n d i cate t h a t  s he de s e rved 

the l a bel  fundame n ta l i s t .  On the Genera l  I n fo rma t i on Da t a  S heet Ken n e  

ra ted h e rs e l f a mod e rn i s t  accord i n g t o  defi n i t i ons  p rovi d e d . I n  t h e  

c o u r s e  o f  t h e  i n te rv i ew Ke nne rema rk e d , " As I l oo k  more c l o s e l y  a t  my 

bel i e fs I re a l i ze t h a t  I am p roba b l y  mo re fun dame n ta l i s t t h a n  I 

thought . "  As noted above , a s  a ch i 1  d Ke nne was a l  1 ov1ed to c h o o s e  

between t h e  re l i gi on o f  h e r  fa ther a n d  h e r  mo t h e r  a n d  s h e  c h o s e  t h a t  o f  

2 1 0 



2 1 1 

h e r  mo ther , C h u rc h  o f  t h e  Prethren , wh i c h rlefi n i te l y  wo u l d be cl a s s e d  

a s  u l tra -conserva t i ve i f  n o t  fundamenta l i s t i n  outl ook . Ken n e • s  

trave l s a n d  experi ences  a s  a membe r o f  the a rme d fo rces a s  we l l  a s  

educ a t i on  h a ve n o  douht se rve d to mo d i fy h e r  re l i g i o u s  fundame n ta l i s t 

o u t l ook . 

R e l i gi ou s  Confl i ct 

Ke nne • s  s c o re o f  1 3  on the Re l i g i o u s  Confl i ct S ca l e  p l aces  

her on  the upper e n d  o f  the me di um ra n ee o f  s c o re s  on  th i s  te s t  a n d  

i n d i cates  t h e  p re s ence o f  mi l d  re l i qi o us confl i c t .  I n  the  i n te rvi ew s he 

rema rked tha t s he wa s not awa re o f  any re l i g i o us confl i ct i n  the  s e n s e  

t h a t  h e r  rel i gi o u s  bel i e fs v1ere be i n g c h a l l e n ged o r  contra d i cted by 

i de a s  a n d  concepts expre s s e d  i n  the c l a s s room o r  the l a rge r col l eoe 

e n v i ronme n t . There i s  rel i g i o us confl i ct b u t  the  o ri gi n o f  t h i s c o n fl i ct 

i s  not  i deo l o gi c a l  h u t  rather the s i t u a t i o n  i n  wh i ch s he l i ve s . The 

h u s band i s  of fun damenta l i s t Bap ti s t  b a c k gro und a n d  t h i s fundame n t a l i sm 

en comp a s s e s  a gre a t  dea l  mo re than re l i g i on .  E d u ca t i on beyon d  l ea rn i n g  

t o  re a d  t h e  B i bl e  a n d  vtri te one • s  n ame i s  unneces s a ry ,  t h e  woman • s  pl ace 

i s  at home wi th the  c h i l d re n , wi ves a re s ub s ervi e n t  to the i r  h u s ba n d s , 

a re i l l u s t ra t i ve o f  t h e  h us b a n d • s  gre a t  con s e rva t i s m .  I n  t h e  fami l y  

c h u rc h  l ocated j u s t  down the road , the wi ve s a n d  c h i l d ren s i t  to gether 

a n d  the men a n d  boys over twe l ve s i t  i n  a room by thems e l ves . Kenne and  

h e r  h u s ba n d  we re ma rri e d  when both  we re i n  the a rme d fo rces a n d  they 

l i ve d  i n  Te xas  fo r a l o n g  peri od  o f  t i me a fter th a t .  W h i l e  l i v i n g i n  

Texa s they a ttended ch urch , too k the i r c h i l dren , s a t  t o 9e t h e r  i n  c h u rc h  

a s  a fami l y ,  pa rti c i p a te d  i n  a h u s b a n d -wi ves c h u rc h  s chool  c l as s , a n d  



we re q u i te h a p py .  The h u s ba n d  h a d  p l a n n e d  to ma ked the a rmed fo rces 

a ca re e r  but became di s i l l u s i on e d , obta i ne d  a re l e a s e , a n d  �oved the 

fami l y  back to h i s home a rea i n  Tenne s s e e . Thi s wa s the begi n n i n g  

po i n t  fo r Ke n n e • s  p rob l ems . Once b a c k  i n  the home s i tua t i on t h e  

h us band came under far.1i l y  i n fl uence a n d  h i s extreme con s e rva t i sm 

re a s s e rted i ts e l f .  Kenne wa s g i ven a choi ce  o f  t h re e  c h u rc h e s  to 

atte n d , a l l Bap t i s t  a n d  a l l extreme l y  fundame n ta l i s t .  Her re l i g i ous  

upbri n g i n g  a n d  denomi n a t i onal  t i e s  we re ma de l i gh t  o f  a n d  s he was  

to l d  1 1everyone a roun d h e re i s  Dapti s t . • • H e r  e ffo rts to further her 

e d u ca t i on we re a ttac ke d . She  wa s s h amed by h e r  h u s band • s  fami l y  fo r 
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h e r  re l i 0i o u s  b e l i e fs . When s he rebel l e d a t  t h i s s o rt o f  t reatme n t  

Ke n n e  wa s h a ra s s e d . She  w a s  tol d that  s he i s  go i n p to h e l l a n d  ta k i n g 

h e r  c h i l d re n  wi th h e r .  S h e  a s ked h e r  h u s b a n d  t o  g o  wi th h e r  a n d  the 

c h i l d ren to a d i ffe ren t  Bapti s t  c h u rch  o r  churc h  o f  another denomi n a t i on 

but he re fu s e d  beca u s e  to do s o  wo ul d mean oppos i n g h i s  fa mi l y .  Kenne 

h a s  now s topped a s k i n g to attend other c h u rc h e s  and on S un day mo rn i n gs  

l i s te n s  wi t h  h e r  c h i l d re n  to re l i gi o us b ro a d c a s t s , u s u a l l y  Me thod i s t ,  

tak i n g t i me to t a l k wi t h  the ch i l d ren a b o u t  rel i g i o u s  th i n 9 s , Bi b l e 

s to ri e s ,  a n d  to 1 1 S ay p raye rs 1 1 • The h u s b a n d • s  atti tude h a s  mod i fi e d  

s omewhat l a tel y .  He d o e s  encourage h e r  i n  h e r  e d u ca t i o n  a n d  occa s i on ­

a l l y  wi l l  j o i n Ken n e  a n d  t h e  ch i l d ren i n  t he i r S u n day mo rn i n g rel i gi ou s  

t i me .  

The s u bject  rema rks t h a t  s he h a s  never con s i dere d  d ro pp i n 9 a 

course o r  n o t  ta k i n g a part i cul a r  course o r  a p a rti c u l a r  teacher because 

s he fe l t that to do  s o  \1/o u l d e n danger h e r  re l i gi o u s  fa i th or  \·JO u l d be 
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o ffended by wh a t  s he heard . She  bel i e ve s  t h a t  the  ro l e  o f  educa ti on i s  

to ma ke s tudents  awa re o f  a l l s i de s  of a q u e s t i on  or  i s s ue . 

I n  re s p o n s e  to the q ue s t i on , " Do yo u fee l  t h a t  i t  i s  the 

rol e of e d uc a t i on  to pre s ent a l l po i n ts o f  v i ew on  a p ro b l em or 

s i t ua t i on o r  q u e s t i on o r  i s s ue e ven though s om� o f  the  vi ewpo i n ts 

exn re s s e d  may a n t a go n i ze  the s tudents ? "  Kenne rema rk e d , " Ye s , he c a u s e  

i n  e d uc a t i on yo u need  t o  h a ve a broad knowl edge , not  j us t  wha t  you 

bel i eve i n  but  g i ven the  fa cts and then l et yo u de c i de wh a t  you bel i e ve 

i n .  Maybe you bel i e ve s ome th i n g heca u s e  you ' ve n e ve r  hea rd the other 

s i de o f  i t . " I n  her thou9ht ed uca t i on h a s  the res pon s i b i l i ty to p re s e n t  

a l l po i n ts o f  vi ew ,  a l l s i oe s  t o  an i s s ue a n d  the  s tudent s ho u l d 

e n counter the s e  b u t  i n  the 1 ong run the s tudent 111 i 1 1  not c h a n ge very 

much a s  res u l t o f  the e xneri ence . The be l i e f sys tem t h a t  he  bri n g s  

wi th  h i m  from c h i l dhood 1·.ti l l  rema i n  o retty much i nt ac t . " T h e i r 

re l i g i ou s  b e l i e fs s ho u l d come from the i r  fami l y  a n d  wh a t  t h ey b e l i e ve 

when they l ea ve s chool  wi l l  be the s ame a s  wh a t  they b e l i e ve d  when they 

entere d  s choo l . Al l they ' l l  get i n  s chool  i s  a to uch o f  wh a t  s omeone 

e l s e  bel i eves b u t  i t  i s  n o t  go i n g  to c h a n ge them . C h a n g e ?  No ! You 

1·10n '  t c h a n qe , " a s s e rted Kenn e . Th i s  s o u n d s  a b i t  s t ra n ge . P e rs o n s  a re 

to hear new i de a s , o t h e r  vi ews i n  s c hool . T h e s e  a re i n t e re s ti ng  to 

know , to hea r ,  but t h e s e  i de a s  wi l l  not c h a n ge the  oerson o r  the way 

the  p e rs o n  th i n k s  or b e l i e ve s . 

Ken ne ' s  rel i g i ous  con fl i c t h a s  i nte rfe re d wi th  t h e  te a c h i n g 

a n d  l ea rn i n g  p roces s . o n l y i n  the s e n s e  t h a t  l a c k  o f  s upport a n d  

e n c o u rageme n t  from t h e  h u s ba n d  and  ve rba l  b a rbs  from i n - l aws i n te rrupt 

the s ubject ' s  concentra t i on a n d  we i gh h e a v i l y  upon her thoughts . I f  s h e  



doe s d e c i de to q u i t  s c h o o l  th i s  wi l l  he the rea s o n  a n d  n o t  beca u s e  

c o n fl i ct i n g  o p i n i on s  a n d  i de a s  u p s e t  o r  o ffe n d  he r .  
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Kenne h a s  �a n a qe d  to a vo i d  rel i gi o u s  con fl i c t by re fus i n g to 

cons i de r  q ue s t i o n s  or re l i g i o us i de a s  d i ffe re n t  from her own o n  a ny b u t  

a n  i n te 1 1  e c t u a  1 1 e ve 1 .  The i n te rv i  e1A1e r po s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n . " �:o�>.' do 

you h a n d l e a c l a s s / c o u r s e  1·1 h e re s ome o f  t h e  ma teri a l  c o n f l i c ts \·l i t h  

\'/ha t you be l i e v e ? " The examp l e u s e d  \·!a s t h a t  o f  t h e  e vo l u t i o n a ry i de a  

o f  c re a t i o n  a s  mi g h t  '-le e n c o u n t e re d  i n  P. i o l o gy , C h ef'li s try ,  o r  P h ys i c s . 

Ke n n e ' s o u i  c k  re s oo n s e  v1a s , " I  k nov1 1vh a t  I be 1 i e ve a n d  vJh e n  t h i n g s  

l i ke th i s  come u p  I s i mp l y s ay . ' Th i s i s  w� a t  t h e  textbook s ays b u t  

t h i s  i s  n o t  v1h a t  I r e l i e ve . ' "  S h e  s t a te d  t h a t  i t  d i d n o t  u p s e t  h e r  t o  

h e a r  s uc h  i de a s  o r  t o  d i s c u s s  them . Ken n e ' s  s o l u t i o n  to t h i s  p ro b l em 

has been to c l o s e  her mi n d  to i de a s  th a t  c o n fl i c t wi th her b e l i e �s a n d  

t h e r2"y a vo i d a ny c o n fl i c t o �  me n t a l  a n g u i s h .  When t h i s  wa s p o i n te d  o u t  

t o  h e r  s h e  rema r k e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  a l to qe t h e r  a c c u ra te , t h a t  s h e  d i d  

l ea rn a b o u t  t h e s e  n ew t h i n a s  b u t  t h a t  wa s a bo ut a s  fa r a s  i t  wen t .  �hen 

a s k e d  t f-J e  q ue s t i on , \· 'o u l d you he vli l l i n 9 to re a s s e s s  yo u r  re l i g i ou s  

v i e1·1s i n  l i g h t  o f  n e•t1 i rle a s ?  h e r  re s po n s e  1·1a s a q u i c k , ' ' �lo ! "  fo l l ov•e d by 

a l a u n h . 

r'len t a  1 An q u i  s h  

The i n ves t i ga t o r  a s k e d  Ke n n e  t o  d e s c r i b e  the men t a l  t u rmo i l s he 

was exoe ri e n c i n q ,  p a rt i c u l a rl y  i n  te rms o f  i ts e ffe cts upon h e r  l i fe a n d  

h e r  re l a t i on s h i p s . T h e  fi rs t t h i n g s he �en t i oned was  the re l a t i on s h i p  

Wi th h e r  h u s ba n d . " ,A l o t o f  c l o s e ne s s  h a s  been l o s t  1·! i t h  r1y h us ba n d . "  

Hhen s he t r i e s  to d i s c u s s  t h e  p ro r l er:� 1·t i t h  h i m  he " j u s t  l a u rJ h S  a n d  s ays 



that vJe mus t  �o to a Ban ti s t  church  o r  none at al l . " 1 1 He vli l l  not 
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gi ve any and I jus t  can 1 t  qi ve anymore . "  Kenne remarked that " i f  t h i n q s  

conti nue as they a re ,  and  I don 1 t  see any way to resol ve i t, i t  mi ght  

even  reach the ooi nt  of d i v i d i n g  the �arri aae . It ma y e ven  s p l i t  u s  

up . "  Her hu sban d does not try to defend  her  vd th h i s  fami l y . I f  he 

di d " I t h i n k  I 1 d  fai n t . " Someti me s  th i ngs  gP.t so i n tense  that " I  

s torm out of the hous e  and  qo for a �a l k .  I h a ve th i s  one s pot up on 

Tu rkey Pen whe re i t 1 s  just  rne and  God . I j us t  say ,  1 If I 1 m  'rrrong 

s how me the \·1ay , but i f  I 1 m  ri oht  s tand by r::P. .  1 Then I 1 l l  cool off , go 

hack to the house  and keep i t  to nys e l f . " I t  has reached the poi nt  

now where s h e  and  her  h u s ban d se l dom tal k about rel i o i on . 

Thi s has occas i oned proh l ems between Kenne and her  

parents . She s poke o f  an occa s i on not l ono a oo when after four  years of 

deal i n g wi th her mother  on a ne rsona l  p robl em her mother  came for a 

vi s i t .  Kenne re�a rked that her  own fami l y  h a s  no use  for Eapti st s , 

re fe rri ng to them as " hol y rol l e rs " .  At the t i me of  the vi s i t  the 

remark �t1a s  made to her mothe r ,  " You  ought not to keep your dauqh ter  

froli� the  revi val . She needs i t . 1 1 Kenne 1 S  mother  got ve ry upset  at the  

remark . 

The ch i l d ren want to attend the Rapti s t  church  nearby but 

Ke nne says " I  j us t  can ' t  say v/e 1 re goi nq  ove r there . "  The c h i l d ren do 

not al ways understanrl why they can not po whe re the i r rel ati ves attend 

church . 

!· 'hat has al l th i s clone to Kenne oerson a l l y? " I  have l os t  

my appe ti te many t i me s , "  s he reol i e d .  A l so, " I  am ve ry uneasy around  

any of  my husband 1 s fami l y .  1 1  Kenne asse rte d that i t  h a s  not made i t  
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h a rd to conce n t ra te a t  s c hool  beca use s h e h a s  be come " e xtreme l y  i n de -

pendent i n  the p a s t  coupl e o f  ye a rs . "  

S umma ry 

Ke nne h a s  s tron g  re l i g i o u s  be l i e fs wh i c h we re i n s t i l l e d i n  

h e r  w h i l e  s h e  was q u i te yo un g .  She be l i e ve s  t h a t  t h e  ro l e  o f  e du c a t i o n  

i s  to p re s e n t  a l l p o i n t s  o f  vi ew ,  a l l  s i des  to a n  i s s u e  o r  o robl em , to 

expose t h e  s tu d e n t  to n ew and d i ffe re n t , e ven oppos i n g ,  i rl e a s . f lowe ve r ,  

th i s  i s  n o t  t o  b e  done i n  o rde r to c h a n ge the p e rs on o r  h i s  tho u g h t  b u t  

o n l y  t o  ma k e  h i m  awa re o f  t h e  e x i s tence o f  the se o t h e r  i de a s  a n d  vi ews . 

The i n d i v i d u a l  i s  n o t  l i ke l y  to c h a n ge a s  re s u l t o f  h i s  e x oo s u re to 

oppos i n g o p i n i on s . The o u t l ook wh i c h h e  wi l l  con t i n ue to hol d h a s  been 

i ns t i l l ed i n  h i m  i n  h i s e a r l y  yea rs . Ken n e  avoi c s  rel i g i o u s  c o n fl i c t i n  

the a c a demi c a re n a  by c l o s i n g  h e r  mi n d  to t h o s e  i de a s  a n d  p o i n ts o f 

v i ew t h a t  c o n fl i ct wi th h e r  own . S h e  re fus e s  to g i ve them c re d e n c e  o r  

s ta tu s  a bo ve tha t  o f  i n tere s t i n g  i de a s  a n d  o p i n i on s . By h e r  own a dmi s s ­

i on s he wi l l  n o t  rea s s e s s  a ny o f  h e r  re l i qi o u s  p os i t i on s . The 

co n s i de ra b l e re l i g i o u s  confl i c t a n d  men t a l  a n gu i s h  s he exreri e n c e s  comes 

from the s i t u a t i o n  at home . S h e  fo re s e e s  n o  re s o l u t i o n  of th i s  i n  t h e  

n e a r  fut u re . The men t a l  a n gu i s h  wh i ch s h e  h a s  e xo e ri e n c e d  h a s  h a d  very 

n o t i ceabl e e ffec t s  upon h e r  a n d  a l l h e r  re l a t i o n s h i ps : w i t h  h e r  h u s band , 

i n - l aws , h e r  own fami l y , a n d  h e r  c h i l d re n . 

N e a r  t h e  c l o s e  o f  the s e s s i on the i ntervi ewe r re s ta t e d  the 

p o i n t  t h a t  the p re s e n t  re l i g i o u s  c o n fl i ct anrl men t a l  a n g u i s h  s temme d 
. . 

from Ken n e ' s  home re l i g i o u s  s i tua ti on ra t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c l a s s room o r  other 

i ns ti tuti o n a l  c i rcums ta nc e s . Ke nne ' s  re s p o n s e  to t h i s  wa s , " I  don ' t  
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know i f  i t  wo u l d be a ny d i ffere n t  i n  c l a s s  i f  I d i dn ' t  h a ve th i s  

be h i nd me . I douh.t  i t . " \-!hen o s ked to cl a ri fy \!.' h a t  v1a s me a n t  by t h e  

stateme n t , Ke nne rep l i e d ,  " I f  I 1·1as  a Elapti s t  a n d  \va s i n  a s chool  \•.'he re 

re l i g i on �<'la S be i n g t a u g h t  by Ca thol i cs i t  mi g h t  ma ke a d i ffe rence . I 

mi ght s ay ,  ' Th a t ' s  not q u i te ri ght  or  how can yo u s ay that . I bel i e ve 

s ome th i n g e l s e . ' B u t  I fi rml y  bel i eve tha t i f  t h i s wa s a Bapti s t  

col l ege a n d  s omeone s a i d ,  ' Th i s  i s  the way Bacti s t s  d o  i t ,  th i s  i s  the 

way i t  i s , '  I ' m a fra i d I ' d  be t h rown o u t  o f  here . I ' d  mo s t  defi n i te l y  

s tomp my fee t ,  j ump u p  a n d  dovm , yel l a n d  h o l l e r a n d  s ay ,  ' You ' re IAJro n g , 

i t ' s  l i ke t h i s . "' Ke n n e  s eens to s u gge s t  two th i n gs by t h e s e  rema r k s . 

The  fi rs t i s  t h a t  the s i tuati on i n  wh i c h the teach i n g a n d  l ea rn i n g 

t a k e  p l ace h a s  a gre a t  e ffe ct upon whether or n o t  t h e  pe rs o n  expe ri ences  

me n ta l  a n g u i s h . The i deo l og i cal  con fl i ct i s  p roba b l y  unavo i da b l e b u t  

a daptati o n  t o  i t  can  be gre a t l y  i n fl uenced by the l ea rn i n g s i tu a t i on , 

i n  th i s  c a s e  H i vta s s ee C o l l ege where , by her ovm a dmi s s i on , " !1e tho d i s t  

re l i g i on v1a s  n o t  c ramme d down h e r  t h roat . "  A s e cond th i n g s u g ge s te d  

by Ke nne ' s  rema rks i s  t h a t  t h e  p rej u d i ces o r  outl ook upon a s i tua t i on  

o r  c i rc ums tances , i n  t h i s c a s e  a n  e d ucati onal  i n s ti tuti on , pl ays a 

dete rmi n i n g  ro l e  i n  wh a t  the person fi n d s  i n  a s i tua t i on o r  experi e n c e s  

i n  a g i ven s e t  o f  c i rcums tances . I n  Ken n e ' s  hypothe t i c a l  c a s e , h e r  

p rej u d i ce s tow a rd the B a p t i s ts wou l d h a ve b e e n  the occa s i on fo r men t a l  

a n g u i s h - - s tomp i n g  t h e  fl oor , ye l l i n g , hol l e ri n g , p ro ba b l y  gett i n g  thrown 

o u t  of the p l a c e - - a n d  th i s  wo ul d pos s i b l y  h a ve been t rue e ven i f  t h e  

p re s e n ta t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  a n d  t h e  d i s c us s i on s  h e l d i n  a n o n - p re j u d i ­

c i  a 1 ma n ne r .  



V ITA 

Cl a rence Vi ctor McCal l ,  J r .  was born i n  Chatham H i l l ,  

V i rgi n i a  on February 1 4 , 1 93 3 ,  attended e l ementary s chool  i n  

Tazewe l l ,  V i rgi n i a ,  and was graduated  from Tazewe l l H i gh School  

i n  May 1 949 . I n  September 1 949 he entered Wes t  V i rgi n i a  Bus i ness  

Col l ege and  rema i ned there for one  year of  s tudy . In August 1 9 50 

he  entered H iwas s ee Col l ege and recei ved the Assoc i a te i n  Arts 

degree i n  r�ay 1 9 52 . �1r .  �1cCal l  enro l l ed at  Emory and  Henry Col l ege 

i n  August 1 9 52 where he majored i n  h i s tory and  fore i gn l an guages , 

rece i vi ng the BA degree i n  1·1ay 1 95 4 .  From 1 9 54- 1 948 he  was enro l l ed 

at  Emory Uni vers i ty where he recei ved the BD degree i n  1 95 7  and MA AA 

degree i n  1 96 5 .  Mr . McCa l l rece i ved  the Ed . D .  degree i n  Curri cul um 

and  I n s tructi on from The Un i vers i ty of  Tennessee , Knoxvi l l e  

December 1 1 ,  1 981 . 

The a uthor i s  marri ed to the former E l l a  Casey o f  Ri ch l ands , 

V i rgi n i a  and  i s  the father of  two daughters . 
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