




FOREWORD 

MTAS receives virtually all periodicals in the field of munic­
ipal government and also obtains many other publications in this field. 
In the aggregate these contain a "mass of information" (when trying to 
sift, classify and assimilate, we sometimes wish it were much less in 
quantity!). These materials are routed to staff members for their 
examination; in this process they mark any items that appear to be 
noteworthy, and Mrs. Bush writes the summaries for this publication. 

The drawings in this edition are reprinted from the Maricopa 
C aunty (Arizona) Annual Budget 19 6 2 -19 6 3. 

We hope that this "catalog of municipal ideas" will be useful to 
the officials of cities and towns in Tennessee and elsewhere. 

Victor C. Hobday 
Executive Director 







PUBLIC WO RKS 

Some 65,000 gallons of used motor oil was spread on unpaved 
streets in Kingsport, Tennessee, in the two-year period 1960-61. This 
oil was purchased by the property owners having property fronting on 
the streets needing this service and was placed there by the public works 
department personnel. (Kingsport Progress Report, 1960-61) 

Provision for a guaranteed maintenance contract was incorporated 
in specifications for bids on motor graders in Albany, Georgia. The city 
suggested that the maintenance contract period be four years and that in 
lieu of bidding on the maintenance feature, $2,500 would be added in con­
sideration of bids for award purposes. ( The Municipal South, August 
1962) 

Blackboards cut design and drafting costs in a Chicago engineer­
ing office. Designs are developed on wall-sized blackboards and then 
are photographed. Originally 78 per cent of the company's engineer-
ing time was spent on layout, detailing and revisions; drafting time using 
blackboards instead of drawing boards has been cut to 34 per cent. 
(Engineering News-Record, December 21, 1961) 

A diesel -powered street sweeper has replaced the conventional 
sweeper equipped with gasoline engine in Chicago. In the first six months 
of operation, average cost was $37. 80 per month compared to $52. 50 for 
the same type of gasoline-powered sweeper. ( Public Works, January 
1962) 

A city-owned asphalt plant in The Dalles, Oregon, has caused a 
savings of approximately 20 per cent in the cost of road-paving materials. 
The plant has dryers fueled with liquefied petroleum gas. ( Public Works, 
January 1962) 

Pre-cast concrete slabs are being considered for repairing pave­
ment cuts in Memphis. The slab would be placed and asphalt-covered at 
the same time. (Street Engineering, July 1962) 

Velsipave is a new, synthetic bitumen that produces a colored 
paving material that can be used over new or existing asphalt or cement 
pavements. According to the manufacturer, it is easy to install, gives a 
wide wearing surface that is easy to maintain, inexpensive, and has low 
temperature properties that are superior to those of grade "A" asphalt. 
(Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 300 East Grand Avenue, Chicago 11, 
Illinois) 

Postmen make excellent pothole inspectors, Philadelphia re­
ports. The city's mail carriers were asked to check their routes and 
to report pothole locations on index cards furnished by the city and 







































16 

for showing to schools, c1v1c, and business organizations. (Park Main­
tenance, November 1961) 

Bees and other bothersome insects no longer make trouble in 
Los Angeles' 5, 300-acre Griffith Park. A solution, popularly known 
as DDVP, solved this problem. The bee colonies were located and 
sprayed with the solution, a process which destroyed approximately 
50 per cent of the park's bee population. Trash cans in the park were 
sprayed weekly with the solution, reducing the bee population from 40 
bees to 1 per can. The cans are now emptied and washed when half full. 
The results indicate that the new program has reduced the number of 
bees by 99 per cent and the flies by 80 per cent. The total cost of ma­
terials for last year's spraying was $360. ( The American City, February 
1962) 

An automatic aluminum swimming pool cover will help to ease 
the minds of backyard pool owners. It opens and closes accordion-style 
and locks in place when the pool is unattended, operating from battery or 
household current when you turn a removable switch cord. In addition 
to its safety value, the manufacturer claims it will cut chemical and 
cleaning costs by two'-thirds. (Parade, March 25, 1962) 

Raw-water reservoirs are being used by some cities for recrea­
tion purposes, ranging from fishing to water skiing, from camping to 
skin diving. Raleigh, North Carolina, which has a ·supplemental 
reservoir above its terminal water-storage area th
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at supplies the treat­
ment plant, has opened this area to boating, swimming, picnicking and 
similar recreation which not only generates an immense amount of 
pleasure for the people of Raleigh but also a certain amount of income. 
(The American City, June 1962) 

The fire service in many communities has instituted free instruc­
tion in life-saving methods and in the safe maintenance of swimming 
pools. Construction and maintenance of swimming pools is now a 
$1,000, 000, 000 a year business. According to the National Swimming 
.Pool Institute, some 52, 300 pools were installed in 1960--most of them 
residential. (International Assn. of Fire Chiefs) 

A community theater has been set up by the recreation depart­
ment in El Segundo, California, a previously movie-less town. Full­
length color and cinemascope films are shown to capacity audiences 
0f 300 for the admission price of 25¢ a person. If there are any profits, 
they are put into the club account and used to purchase equipment for 
the recreation park to be used by teenagers. (Western City, December 
1961) 






































