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NEWS AND
OPPORTUNITIES

Plagiarism
NSF focuses on illicit copying of
intellectual content in proposals

The National Science Foundation is expressing concern about a
significant increase in plagiarism in proposals for funding the
agency is receiving from researchers.

In its recent semiannual report to Congress, the NSF Office of the
Inspector General identified eight cases of alleged plagiarism, re-
sulting in research misconduct findings with sanctions that were
under consideration at the time of the report.

"In recent years, we have seen a significant rise in the number of
substantive allegations of research misconduct associated with
NSF proposals and awards,” the report said. "The NSF definition
of research misconduct encompasses fabrication, falsification,
and plagiarism.”

In a 2011 presentation, Jim Kroll, director of administrative investi-
gations for the NSF Office of Inspector General, displayed charts
that indicate some 41 percent of administrative allegations were
plagiarism (verbatim, intellectual theft). Of that 41 percent, OIG
officials found that two-thirds of the charges were substantiated.
Kroll's figures show that between 1998 and 2008, yearly actions
for research misconduct rose from fewer than 10 to almost 100.

NSF officials also report that the nature of plagiarism is changing.
Before year 2000, plagiarism tended to involve copying large
blocks of texts and figures from very few documents. Current in-
fractions involve mosaic plagiarism, copying single sentences
from many documents to create a patchwork of copied material
in texts. Proposals with plagiarized content often steal from 25 to
50-plus sources.

Before year 2000, plagiarism tended to
involve copying large blocks of texts and
figures from very few documents. Current

infractions involve mosaic plagiarism,
copying single sentences from many
documents. . ..

Greg Reed, associate vice chancellor for research, said that re-
searchers who plagiarize endanger not only their own research
careers but also the reputation of the academic institution.

"The university has a strong commitment to ensure that our re-
searchers conduct their work according to the highest ethical and
professional standards,” Reed said. "Researchers sometimes for-
get that the text of their proposal allows reviewers and funding
agencies to evaluate the knowledge and ability of the potential
principal investigator. Copying text is so easy in a cut-and-paste
world, but but it is deceitful. It gives a false perception of the
ability of the PL."

Reed said that the increasing sophistication of plagiarism soft-
ware is making inappropriate copying of text very easy to
identify.

In his presentation Kroll detailed the relative merits of new pla-
giarism tools, which will (a) search the Internet and scientific
journals in a multitude of document formats, (b) provide links to
all sources of similar material and give similarity percentages, and
(c) highlight similar texts. The software is remarkably user-friend-
ly and completes its analyses in minutes or hours, instead of days.
The presentation notes that the growth of the availability of so-
phisticated detection software is an indicator that plagiarism is a
growing problem.

NSF officials advise that researchers writing a proposal be metic-
ulous about quotation, citation, and reference to ensure that ap-
propriate credit is given the intellectual contributions of others.

"The Office of Research provides very thorough training on the
responsible conduct of research in several online venues,” Reed
said. "In many cases, completing that training is required before a
researcher can put forward a proposal. We recommend that all
researchers take the training.”

Training packages include a Collaborative Institutional Training
program and a local course available through Blackboard.

Links

NSF OIG report to Congress:
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2012/0ig12002/0ig12002.pdf

Kroll presentation:
http://www.nsf.gov/oig/brussels2011/13kroll.pdf

Office of Research training in responsible conduct of research:
http://research.utk.edu/training/

TN-SCORE opens
research stimulation program

TN-SCORE is soliciting proposals for its Research Stimulation
Awards that will support the development of junior
investigators as they seek major research funding and also
encourage universities and industry to work cooperatively on
renewable energy research.

Awards will be made to support the three major themes of the
TN-SCORE program: advance solar conversion and innovation,
components and devices for energy storage and conversion,
and nanostructures for enhancing energy efficiency. Two stages
of awards will be made:

Stage 1, for projects worth $5,000 to $15,000 and
lasting two to six months that will provide direction for future
research, and

Stage 2, for projects worth $15,000 to $50,000 and
lasting six to 12 months that will provide data sufficient for a
fundable proposal. Stage 2 awards should include the possibility
of an industry partnership if possible.

TN-SCORE is the Tennessee Solar Conversion and Storage using
Outreach, Research, and Education project, which is supported
by the National Science Foundation EPSCoR program and is
intended to improve Tennessee's infrastructure in order to make
the state more competitive for research funding.

Key date: July 15, 2012 - Proposal review will begin, and awards
will be made as funding allows.

Details: http://www.tnepscor.org/programs/
research_stimulation_awards.aspx

SSRC supports cross-disciplinary dissertation
program for humanities, social sciences

The Social Science Research Council is sponsoring its
Dissertation Proposal Development Fellowship program that
supports tenured faculty in the humanities and social sciences
as they guide the development of effective doctoral dissertation
proposals.

Faculty who qualify for the DPDF program must apply in pairs
but be based in different U.S. universities and be trained in
different disciplines or bring different methodological
frameworks to their proposed research field.

Faculty pairs chosen for the program will be designated
research directors and paid a stipend of $10,000 to develop two
workshops on the cross-disciplinary research field - one in the
spring that helps students refine research questions and
methods of investigation and a second in the fall that helps
student fellows draw lessons from the earlier workshop and the
subsequent summer of research.

The DPDF program also supports various costs for speakers,
travel, etc.

Key date: October 3, 2012 - online application.
Details: http:/www.ssrc.org/fellowships/dpdf-faculty-fields-
competition/#fields

Dissertation support available
for language study abroad

The U.S. Department of Education Office of Postsecondary
Education is supporting dissertation research in languages from
their list of less commonly taught languages.

The Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad
(DDRA) Fellowship Program provides opportunities for doctoral
candidates to engage in full-time dissertation research abroad in
modern foreign languages and area studies. The program is
designed to contribute to the development and improvement of
the study of modern foreign languages and area studies in the
United States.

Priority is given for a research project that focuses on any of the
78 languages deemed critical on the U.S. Department of
Education’s list of Less Commonly Taught Languages (LCTLSs).

Additional weight is given to projects in environmental science,
economics, public health, education, and political science that
make use of the 78 languages.

Key date: June 14, 2012 - submission of application.
Details: http:/www.grants.gov/search/search.do?
mode=VIEW&oppld=170796
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Knox Co Schools seeking UT partners
for Race to the Top proposals

The state Department of Education is expected to announce the
next round of funding in the Race to the Top program in July
2012. Between $15 million and $25 million will be made available
in awards focused on early literacy, personalized student learning,
and teacher support. Proposals will be due in October 2012, and
awards will be announced in December 2012.

The grants office at Knox County Schools is seeking to identify
UT faculty or organizations that might be interested in partnering
with the school district on Race to the Top projects.

Key date: Immediately.
Contact: Elizabeth Burman (eburman@utk.edu, 865-974-8363)

Advanced Manufacturing Jobs
and Innovation Accelerator Challenge

A partnership of federal agencies has announced at $26 million
program to support advance manufacturing jobs. The Advanced
Manufacturing Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge is
being supported by the U.S. departments of Commerce
(Economic Development Administration and the National
Institute of Standards and Technology), Energy, and Labor
(Employment and Training Administration), and well as the Small
Business Administration, and the National Science Foundation.

Key date: July 9, 2012 - closing date for applications.

Details: http:/www.grants.gov/search/
search.do;jsessionid=mJ4tP24YDtOygzvnF6FqO4TJLVmMnvN1yLQ
vwt3s6vOOF54TWFLLp!-5974284147?0ppld=172695&mode=VIEW
or http://www.manufacturing.gov/accelerator/index.html

May issue of funding newsletter posted on web

The May 2012 issue of Research Development & Grant-Writing
Newsletter (Vol. 2, No. 9) is available on the Office of Research
website, showcasing the following features and columns:

Grant Strategies in a Difficult Funding Climate
Changes in NIH's R15 AREA Program

Why Halloween Is Bad for Proposals, Part 2
ARPA-E New & Emerging Directions 2012-2013
What You Need to Know About NIFA Funding
DOEnergy SBIR/STTR Outlook 2012-2-013
R&D Officer Plugs Holes and Sells Ideas
Funding for Grad Students and Postdocs
Research Grant Writing Web Resources
Educational Grant Writing Web Resources
Agency Research News

Agency Reports, Workshops & Roadmaps
New Funding Opportunities

About Academic Research Funding Strategies

NOTE: The newsletter is proprietary to Academic Research Fund-
ing Strategies LLC. The Office of Research subscription requires
faculty and staff to use their net ID and login. The login process
does not support all browsers.

Details: http://research.utk.edu/news/rdgw.shtml

NEH to award planning grants
for public programming

The National Foundation for the Arts and the Humanities and the
National Endowment for the Humanities are soliciting proposals
for planning grants that will allow museums, libraries, historic
places, and other organizations to prepare exhibits, interpretive
materials, book/film discussion programs, living history
presentations, and interpretive websites.

The planning grants will support the early stages of project
development, including consultation with scholars, refinement of
humanities themes, preliminary design, and audience evaluation.

Individuals are not eligible to apply, but any U.S. nonprofit
organization [IRS 501 (c) (3)] is eligible, including state and local
government organizations; public, school, academic, and
research libraries; museums; associations; cultural institutions and
councils; and institutions of higher learning.

Key date: August 15, 2012 - submission of proposals for projects
beginning April 2013.

Details: http://www.neh.gov/grants/public/americas-historical-
and-cultural-organizations-planning-grants

SPOTLIGHT ON SARIF

The UTK Office of Research administers some $900,000 to
support research and creative activities through its Scholarly
Activity and Research Incentive Funds (SARIF). Seven
programs are available to faculty and principal investigators
whose departments fall under the jurisdiction of the
chancellor of UT's Knoxville campus. The programs can
provide internal support for costs of scholarship that are often
overlooked by external funders.

News & Opportunities is focusing on individual SARIF
programs in order to make faculty more aware of the internal
support that is available to them.

The Opportunities Fund

The Office of Research administers the Opportunities Fund in
support of pilot studies, workshops and conferences
organized by faculty and held at UT, and seed money for new
research activities.

Both active and beginning researchers are eligible to apply
but they must be full-time, tenure-track faculty. Departments
and colleges are typically expected to match support from the
Opportunities Fund on a 1:1:1 basis, though the ratio may be
adjusted or waived, depending on funding circumstances.

Applicants for support from the fund must submit a letter
describing the proposed research activity, the total cost of the
project, and the suggested division of the cost. Approval from
the department head and dean of the college should be
secured before the application is submitted to Greg Reed
(gdreed@utk.edu), associate vice chancellor for research.

Awards are distributed on a first-come, first-served basis after
the beginning of the university fiscal year, starting July 1.

Details: http://research.utk.edu/funding/small.shtml

From the Defense Appropriations Act

The FY 2012 Defense Appropriations Act provides funding for a
number of programs doing research on health-related problems.
The U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel Command
administers the research programs through the Office of
Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs. Programs
with pending deadlines are listed below.

The Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy Research Program offers two
types of award:

Investigator-Initiated Research, in which investigators and
collaborators at the level of at least assistant professor conduct
translational research intended to extend and improve the lives of
individuals diagnosed with DMD. Includes the option of support
for a resident or medical student trainee.

Therapeutic Idea, in which an investigator at the level of at
least assistant professor conducts early-stage research on a novel
therapeutic development for DMD.

Key date: July 25, 2012 — electronic submission of pre-
application to http://cdmrp.org
Details: http:/cdmrp.army.mil/funding/dmdrp.shtml
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