
To the Graduate Council: 

I am submitting herewith a dissertation written by 
John Stewart Durland III entitled "Psychological Differenti­
ation and Future Time Perspective." I have examined the 
final copy of this dissertation for form and content and 
recommend that it be accepted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, with a 
major in Psychology. 

We have read this dissertation 
and recommend its acceptance: 

Major Professor 

Accepted for the Council: 

Vice Chancellor 

Graduate Studies and Research 



PSYCHOLOGICAL DIFFERENTIATION 

AND FUTURE TIME PERSPECTIVE 

A Dissertation 

Presented for the. 

Doctor of Philosophy 

Degree 

The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

John Stewart Durland III 

June 1981 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

I would like to express my gratitude to the following 

people for their contributions to this project. First, 

Dr. Charles Cohen has been a source of intellectual 

stimulation and a model of clinical se��it�vity and 

responsibility throtighout my clinical training. Drs. Stephen 

Handel, Michael Logan, We�ley Morgan, and Howard Pollio have 

been constructive critics and encour.aging g·uides during each 

stage of the research. 

Northeast Community Mental Health Center, Memphfs, 

facilitated research· progress by permitting an unorthodox 

work
.
schedule during the past 15. months. Dr. Milton Trapold, 

Chairman of the Memphis State University Psycho�ogy Department, 

made available students and facilities, and Dr. Larry Bernard 

was 'instrumental in the recruitment of research subje�ts. 

Careful judgment of figure drawings and interview questions 

was performed ·by Jamie Barron, Anna Clarkson, Brooke Durland, 

and David Johnson. 

Finally, I wish to thank my wife, Brooke, for her 

steadfast support during the planning and executing of this 

research project and during my entire graduate career. She 

has. been my best friend throughout. 

ii 



ABSTRACT 

Witkin's differentiation hypothesis predicts communality 

in the formal aspects of behavior across diverse.psychological 

areas. The purpose of the present research was to determine 

to what extent Kastenbaum'·s dimensions of future time 

perspective (FTP) are related to Witkin's psychological 

different{ation (PD) construct.· 

Experimental data were obtained in two phases. First, 

60 unde�graduates were. admini�tered two tests of PD and four 

·tests of FTP. Based on indexes of PD, the 10 most and 10 

le��t psychologically differentiated subjects were asked to 

return for further testing. The se�ond phase entailed 

making unobtrusive.opservations of temporal behavior during 

the course of 15-minute ·structured interviews designed to 

elicit further FTP data. 

Weak positive relationships were found between one of 

the two PD measures (Group Embedded Figures Test) and 

extension, coherenc�, and density of FTP, as predicted. 

It was found that ·FTP tests did not intercorrelate substan­

tially, supporting th� view of FTP as a multifactorial 

construct and calling for greater. specification of its 

dimensions. 

It appears that available tests of PD and FTP are 

inadequate. Development of ability measures of field 
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dependence and both ends of dimensions of FTP was recommended. 

Reliability and validity studies on existing measures of FTP 

were encouraged and the validity of using the Articulation 

of Body Concept Scale as a measure of PD was questioned. 

Finally, i� appear� that �itkin's fiel� dependenc� and 

field independence concepts do not always adequa�ely describe 

behavior in the individual case. For this reason, caution 

regarding how these concepts ar� utilized was advised. 
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INTRODUCTION 

During the past two decades, extensive personality 

research has been devoted to Witkin's constructs of field· 

dependence and psychological differentiation. Psychological 

differentiation, �� par�icular, has serv�d _to organize 

behavioral observations and to guide investigations in such 

diverse areas as educatio�, psychopathology, psychotherapy, 

occupational choice, artistic ability, and child-rearing, 

to name only a few. · The fruitfulness of these constructs 

does not appear to have been ·exhausted by any.means, as 

reports of research on old and new topics continue to flood 

the literature. The present study attempted to expand or to· 

find limits for the applicability of psychological differen­

tiation as a construct. The investigation was conducted in 

the ·domain of temporal .perspective because of the increasingly 

apparent implications of this variable for education and 

clinical practice. 

Historical Background of Psychological 
Differentiation 

The early work in the development of Witkin's psycholog­

ical differentiation construct involved perceptual research 

on how people orient themselves in space (Witkin, Lewis, 

Machover, & Wapner, 1954/1972) . The Body-Adjustment Test, 

the Room-Adjustment Test, and the Rod-and-Frame Test were 

employed in this phase of the research. To perform well on 
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these tests, subjects were required to disregard visual cues 

and to use their bodies as points of reference. 

As investigatio� proceeded, Witkin and coworkers noted 

that not only were there marked individual differences 

in performanc� on these tests, but that there was striking 

self-consistency across tests (Witkin, Dyk, Faterson, 

Goodenough, & Karp, 19 62/1974, p. 41) . . (Subsequent cross­

cultural research has tended to support this finding for 

non-Western groups, though c�mprehensive investigation·remains 

to be conducted; Witkin & Be�ry, 1975, pp. 20-30.) Individ­

uals capable of ma�ntaining the "separateness� of their 

bodies from the surrounding field on the Body-Adjustment 

Test also were able to disregard the visual frame of 

reference on the Rod-and-Frame Test . 

. After ruling out two alternate explanations for this 

self-consistency in performance, Witkin and associates 

· hypothesized that what all three tests had in common was 

that they required subjects to overcome embedding contexts 

and that individual differences reflected varying abilities 

in this respect (Witkin et al., 1962/1974, pp. 42-43). To 

check this notion, the Embedded-Figures Test, an adaptation 

of figures developed by Gottschaldt, was devised and tested 

(Witkin, 1950). In this test, the subject must find a 

particular simple figure which is contained in a larger 

complex design. While body position and kinesthetic· sense 
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are not involved, the requirement of separating an item from 

its context is present-as it seemed to be on the other three 

t"ests. 

Substantial correlations between the Embedded-Figures 

·Test, the Rod-and-Frame.Test, and the Body-Adjust�ent .Test 

weie taken as support for this hypothe�is (Witkin et al., 

19 62/1974, pp. 43-46). (Lower correlations with the Room­

Adjustment Test were interpreted as due to the fact that in 

this "field-as-a'-whole" task there is no surrounding context 

against which the object of �erception may be evaluated, in 

cqntrast to the other flpart-of-a-field " tests in which such 

a context is present.) Relative inability to overcome 

embedding contexts-due to reliance on· the prevailing visual 

field-was termed "field dependence " while relative ability 

to �scape or overcome the influence of such contexts was 

referred to as· "field independence." The "relative "· is 

important because it implies that field dependence-field 

independence is viewed .as a continuum rather than as two 

distinct ways of perceiving (Witkin et al., 19 62/1974, 

pp. 1-2) • 

Initial work in the development of the field depen­

dence construct was conducted in the area of perception. 

According to Witkin, however, early in these investigations 

he and his collaborators began wondering if field dependence 

phenomena did not have broader applicability (Witkin et al., 



1962/1974, p. 59}. To test this possibility, they examined 

intellectual tasks which seemed to demand that·�ubjects 

utiliie a capacity to break up and reorganize "thought 

fields." High correlations were found between perceptual 

tests of field dependence and performance on three subtests 

of the Wechsler intelligence scales-Block Design, Object 

Assembly, and Picture Completion, Duncker's and Guilford's 

. insight problems, �instellung (set} problems, and tests of 

�umor appreciation (Witkin et_ al., 1962/1974, · pp. 59-80}. 

All of these. intellectual tas.ks . may be conceptualized. as 

requiring the breaking of a set and the reorganizin� of 

critical problem parts. 

Witkin's group came to view these c'omrnonalities in 

intellectual activities and perception in terms of a·more 

gen�ral iendenci·toward. analyti6al or global functioning 

4 

(Witkin et al., 1962/1974, p. 80) . The abili�y to overcome 

an embedding context and _to experience items as discrete 

from the fields which surround them was referred to as an· 

"analytical field approach." The tendency to submit to the· 

dominant organization of the field and to experience items 

as fused with their backgrounds was t;ermed a "global field 

approach." By organizing their data in terms of a higher­

order analytical/global construct, Witkin and associates 

began making the transition from individual differences in 

separate area9 to a study of cognitive styles. The 
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traditional distinction between the perceptual and the 

intellectual gave way to a new concept of cognitive function­

ing as a whole. 

·Initially, analytical functioning was conceptualized 

alongside its counterpa�t, str�ct�ring . .  cognitive fields 

are first broken up or analyzed and then reassembled or 

structured. .In practice, however, a separation between the 

two processes of analysis and synthesis is often difficult 

to achieve. Usually, one or the other aspect is highlighted 

by the particular experimental situation· being employed. 

It was a small step, accordingly, for Witkin to. subsume 

these complementary processes ·under the rU:bric of "articula­

tion" of experience. 
. 

. 
. 

Articulation of experi�nce was studied in several 

differe�t areas (Witkin et al., 1962/1974, .PP• 81-176) . In 

perceptual and intellectual activities, performance on the 

Rorschach Inkblot Test was examined. High-articulation was 

reflected in clear, organized percepts with definite 

boundaries; low articulation was manifest in vague, unstruc­

tured percepts without sharp boundaries. Body concept was 

studied through human figure drawing performance. A 

sophistication-of-body-concept scale based on form level, 

identity and sex differentiation, and level of detailing 

was developed, with ratings ranging from "primitive" to 
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"sophisticated. " A sense of separate identity was 

investigated through Thematic Apperception Test performance. 

Those deemed high in articulation of this aspect-of their 

functioning were characterized by evidence of low reliance 

· on others for guidance and support, low susceptibility_ to 

influence by external standards in the formation.and 

maintenance of attitude� and judgments, and a stable self-

. view. Psychologi�al controls and defenses �lso were examined. 

Analysis of the aforementioned projective tests revealed a 

continuum from a tendency to _use relatively p�imitive 

defenses, such as denial and global repression, t6 a 

li�elihood · of employing more s·pecialized defenses, such as 

rationalitation and·intellectualizatioh. Not o�ly did 

individuals tend to be self-consistent in terms of the 

deg�ee of specialization of the defenses they-used but, of 

signal importance, they also tended to be consistent across 

·all four areas d�scribed . . 

This latter observation lent support to Witkin's growing 

penchant for viewing the entire body of his data in terms of 

the higher order developmental construct of psychological 

differentiation. As s�ch, degree of articulation in percep� 

tual and intellect�al activities, body concept, sense of 

identity, and defense mechanisms became understood as 

indicators of the extent of psychological differentiation of 

the individual in question (W�tkin et al. , 1962/1974, 



pp • 2 2 2 -2 2 8 ) . (Figure 1 may help to illustrate this 
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conceptualization.) These indicators were viewed not as the 

products of isolated channels of development, but as different 

expressions of an underlying process of development toward 

· greater psychological complexity. Accordingly, signif_icant 

intercorrelations ·among measures of these indicators were 

predicted for ind�viduals. at various stages of growth •. This 

expectation of co�unality in behavior in several areas of 

psychological-functioning was termed the "differentiation 

hypothesis." 

Psychological diff

l 

erentiation 
�. . ·. 

/ "' --------
Articulated Articulated Sense of Structured, 
perceptual body separate .specialized 
and intellec- concept .identity defenses 
��7ctio� .. 

/ly� . iuctur� 

in percep- in intel- in percep- . in intel-
tion lectual tion lectual 

functioning functioning 

Figure 1. Schematic diagram of differentiation 
framework. 

Source: Reproduced by special permission from A Manual 
for the Embedded Fi�ures Tests by Herman Witkin, Philip 
Oltman, Evelyn Raskin, and Stephen Karp; Copyright 1971; 
published by Consulting Psychologists Press, Inc., Palo Alto, 
Ca. 94306. 
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Differentiation in Psychology 

The concept of differentiation has been utilized 

considerably in both biology and psychology. In·psychology, 

it has received its most extensive treatment in .the theories 

of Lewin and Werner. 

According to Werner, "wherever development qccurs it 

proceeds from a s�ate of relative globality and lack of 

. differentiation t� a state of increasing differentiation, 

�rticulation, and hierarchic integration " (Werner, 1957, · 

p. 126). For Werner,:this f�ndamental principle of 

d�velopment applied not only to the evolution of biological 

structures . but also to mental functions-� As an example ·of· 

this tenet, Werner pointed to. the thinking of children. A 

fundamental characteristic of ·immature thought is "that the 

con�eptual activity operates in indivisible unity with 

motor-perceptual. and imaginative processes. It i� only 

gradually that a nonsensorimotor-. that is, ·abstract-mode of 

thinking separates itself from this unity " (Werner, ·1940/1948, 

p. 52). With maturation, the perceptual and conceptual modes 

become increasingly differentiated from each other. Another 

example would be the dif_ferentiation of emotion during 

infancy. Diffuse excitement at birth differentiates into· 

distress, excitement, and delight by three months and into 

fear, disgust, anger, jealousy, distress, excitement, delight, 

joy, elation, affection for adults, and affection for children 

by 24 months (Bridges, 1932, p. 340) .· 
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For Lewin, differentiation is a central concept in the 

growth of the· life space, or psychological· field, of the 

individual. "An outstanding characteristic of the change of 

the life space during development is an increasing di.fferen-

· tiation" (Lewin, 1946/1964, p. 923) . At birth, only a few 

barely distinguishable areas of the li�e space are present. 

Specific.objects and persons do not seem to be distinguished 

and "no area called 'my .own body' exists . . Future events or 

expectations do not exist; the child is ruled.by the situation 

immediately at hand" (Lewin, 1946/1965, p. 923) . 

One of the most significant developments in the life 

space is the differentiation o'f the psychological time 

dimension. As stated, the newborn child is strictly bo.und 

to the concrete present. With age, however, the time 

dime.nsion begins �o differentiate .into increasingly large 
. . 

past, present, . and f�ture·areas. · While a young child is 

viewed as having merely a global past and future, an older 

child is conceived of as having a near and a remote ·past and 

a near and a remote future. In addition, activities of 

increasingly longer duration are organized as one unit (Lewin, 

1946/1965, pp. 924-925) . We will return to this conception 

presently. 

Correlates of Field Dependence/ 
Psychological Differentiation 

Witkin a�d associates began their investigations in 

about 1943. In 1954, they s.ummarized the first part of their 
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wo�k in Personality Through Perception. Eight years later, 

they published Psychological Differentiation, in which they 

traced the development from early studies on orientation in 

_space to the high-order c6nstruct of psychological differen­

tiation. Especially since 1962, hundreds of studies have 

been conducted linking field dependenc� and psychological 

differentiation to a large variety of other psychological 

variables. Some of these include sex, alc�holism, obesity, 

hypnotic susceptibility, delinquency, dogmatism, ulcers, 

need a·chievement, locus of cqntrol, and cdnformi ty. One 

variable that has received very little attent�on in this 

_context; however, is temporal ·perspective in general and 

future time perspective in particular. · 

It is this writer's view that the study of temporal 

perspective can contribute cons�derably to understan�ing 

how individuals organize their experience and their prospects 

for the future. 

Future Time Perspective 

The significance of the ability to conceptualize the 

future has long been recognized in psychology. 'In 1911, 

Freud stated that the critical shift·from primary to 

secondary proces�, or reality principle, behavior depends 

upon the establishment of a sense of futurity. Immediate 

gratification must be postponed and a period of tension must 



11 

be tolerated while reality-oriented action is planned and 

carried out. ·The growing child must re·linquish the simple 

tendency "to unburden the mental apparatus of accretions of 

stimuli" (p. 16) . Hartmann some years later observed that 

. "the reality pri.nciple • • • implies something essentially 

new, namely the familiar 'function of anticipati�g' the 

future. • • • . · It is an ego function and, surely, an 

adaptation process o1 the highest sig�ificance" (1939/1958, 

�· 43). In discussing the marked sh1ft .in time perspective 

in the· tran�ition fro� childhood to adolescence, Piaget 

declared that " • •.. the adolescent differs from the child 

above all in that he thinks beyond the present'' (1958, p. 339). 

The field of .future time. perspective received a 

major impetus in 1956 when Wallace published a study of 

future time perspective in schizophrenia. Wallace noted 

that one· of the greatest hindrances to progress in the field 

was a lack of·conceptual clarity. Temporal perspective, time 

sense, temporal aspect, and several other terms were 

frequently used interchangeably in the literature. In an 

effort to dispel some of the confusion, Wallace focused on 

two aspects of man's ability t6 conceptualize the future: 

extension and coherence. Extension was defined as "the 

length of the future time span which is conceptualized" 

(p. 240) ; coherence was referred to as "the degree of 

organization of the units in the future time span" (p. 240) . 
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Wallace devised a simple and popular test for measuring both 

of these dimensions. 

In a later paper, Kastenbaum questioned the-· assumption 

that tests of temporal perspective were measuring the same 

· construct (1961) .-a position which later .received_ empi_rical 

support from Ruiz, Reivich and Krauss (1967) and Platt, 

Eisenman, De Lisser. and Darbes (1971) .• In testing this 

assumption, .Kastenbaum p�opo�ed two additional dimensions 

of future time perspective: density and directiona�ity. 

Density was referred _to as the number of events that one 

anticipates for himself; directionality was defined.as 

the degree .to which one experiences himself as moving 

forward into the future. Iri this quadripartite model, . 
. 

. 

"'density' is the stuffings contained within the framework 
. . 

limi: ted by 'extension, ' organized by 'coher_ence, ' and set 

in motion at the pace dictated by 'directi�nality'" 

(Kastenbaum, 1961, p. 20 6) . Kastenbaum created a test of 

density and he identified a measure . of directionality 

already in use. 



CHAPTER I 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

To date, approximately 30 studies have investigated 

the relationship between Witkin's constructs and temp�ral 

behavior. The bulk of this work, however, examines . 

estimation of time intervals and not time perspective. 

Research directly related to the question of the relation­

ship between psychological differentiation and future time 

perspective is extremely limited and, often, methodologic�lly 

flawed. 

In 1975, Garfield conducted research purporting-·to 

study the relationship between psycholbgical differentiation 

and temporal orientation. Psychological differentiation was 

mea�ured by the Hidden Figures Test, while time orientation 

was measured by Roos' Time Reference Inventory and the Time 

Competence.and Time Incompetence subscales of Shostrum's 

Personal Orientation Inventory. 

Although the Time Reference Inventory has wide currency 

in the field of temporal behavior as a measure of temporal 

orientation, not only is the Hidden Figures Test unrecognized 

as a criterion measure of field dependence, but because the 

various tests of this construct do not have equivalent 

validity, using only a �ingle test to measure field 

dependence is ill-advised. As Arbuthnot concluded in his 

13 



frequently cited review of measurement in this field, 

" • • •  no one test can be_ taken as a suff'icient operation­

alization of field independence" (1972, p� 486) . · 

14 

Garfield. found that both relatively FD and relatively 

FI subjects in her college-age sample were time · compet.ent, 

and that there was no relationship between future extension 

and field independence, as measured by the Time. Reference 

Inventory, nor between high and low psychologically differ­

�ntiated subjects relative to_ the future time variable · of 

the Personal Orientation Inventory. 

Acker (1968) studied the relationship between field 

articulation and time perspective. She used the Hidden 

Figures Test and the Articulation of Body Concept Scale to 

assess field articulation and · the Time Competence sub�cale 

of the Personal Orientation Inventory to measure time 
. . 

perspective •. In addition·to the aforementioned problem with 

the Hidden Figures Test, it is not clear what aspect of 

temporal perspective is measured by the Time Competence 

scale. This is a 23-item inventory with alternative state­

ments, one purporting to reflect a competent attitude toward 

time and the other reflecting an incompetent attitude. 

"Competence" is defined in terms of attitudes considered 

psychologically healthy in accordance with Maslow's self­

actualization concept. It appears that what is measured is 

not one clear.dimension of time perspective but rather a 

highly abstract fusion of several dimensions. 



15 

Acker found field articulation to be significantly 

related to time competence, r = .22, E < . 01, though this is 

a weak relationship the statistical significance·of which 

derives from the large sample employed (n = 255) . 

In a more pertinent study, Spotts (1?64) as�essed field 

independence and future and past time perspective in 45 

college males. The Embedded-Figures Test and the Hidden 

Figures Test were employed to assess field independence and 

Wallace' s Events Test was used to measure extension and 

coherence of both future and.past time perspective. The 

results offered qualified support for the hypothesis that 

field independent subjects would display significantly greater 

future extensio� �han their field deperident cou�terparts. 

There was no evidence, however, to support the hypothesis 

of greater organization a�d articulation ·of reported future 

events (coherence) for the field independent subjects. 

Friel (1968) , like Spotts, used Wallace's test to obtain 

measures of extension and coherence of future time perspective 

and the Rod�and-Frame Test to assess field dependence. 

Although this study is subject to the criticism of using only 

one test to measure the field dependence construct, the 

objection is perhaps not quite as serious as in Garfield' s 

case since the Rod-and-Frame Test, unlike the Hidden Figures 

Test, is considered a criterion measure of field dependence. 

Friel found that, as predicted, temporal extension and 
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coherence were significantly greater for field independent 

than for field dependent subject�. In part, however, the 

relatioriships may be an artifact of an uncontrolled a�e 

variable, since Friel's 80 male· subjects ranged in age from 

· 18-63. It has been reported frequently that field indepen­

dence gradually decreases during adulthood and into old age. 

Future extension, .it seems evident, would also decrease with 

age. Hence, the relationship between thes� two variables 

may have been spuriously· elevated. This reasoning, .however, 

is less compelling with regard .to coherence. With age, in 

fact, there would seem to be greater coherence due to the 

fact of a diminishing future time span within which·to order 

anticipated event�. this would have resulted in a negative 

relatio�ship w1th field independence which, however, was 

n9t.obtained. 

Overall, results of research investigating the 

relationship between field dependence/psychological differ­

entiation (FD/PD) and future time perspective (FTP) are 

inconclusive. What little work that has been done is often 

subject to criticism for questionable measurement procedures 

in the assessment of the FD/PD constructs and for inadequate 

specification of what FTP dimensions were being measured. 

Spotts and Friel seem to have started in a promising 

direction with their identification and measurement of the 

extension and. coherence dimensions defined by Wallace, and' 

attempts to expand.upon this base are indicated. 



CHAPTER II 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

As noted earlier in Lewin's description of the 

development of the life .space, psychological time seems to 

go �hrough a process of differentiation much like that of 

perceptual/conceptual act.ivity and emotion. The advent of 

both near and remote psychol?gical time. regions appears to 

be one manifestation of the overall progress of the organism 

"from a state of relative globalit� to a state of 

increasing differentiation, articulation� and hierarchic 

in�egration" (we·rner, 1957, p. · 12 6) . · Witkin has demonstrated 

communality in the formal aspects of behavior in several 

areas of psychological ·functioning. The theoretical views 

of Lewin and Werner strongly suggest that such self­

consistency also would be . manifest in the realm of temporal 

behavior. The purpose of the present research was to test 

the limits of Witkin's differentiation hypothesis with 

respect to one aspect of temporal behavior: future time 

perspective. 
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CHAPTER III 

HYPOTHESES 

Because available evidence indicates that future time 

perspective (FTP) is no� a unifactorial construct., sp�cifi­

cation of its dimensionality appears a prerequisite for 

tesearch in this area. F�r the pr�sent investigation, 

Kastenbaum's quadr{�artite model of FTP-extension, coherence, 

�ensity, and directionality-will be· used. The following 

includes hypotheses for each dimension accompanied by brief 

theoretical rationales. 

1. · Lewin's conceptualization of the differentiation 

of the psychological time dimension into inc'reasingly 1.arger 

past, preserit, and .fritrire areas suggests that extension·, the 

len�th of future time conceptualized, will increase with 

greater psychological differentiation (PD). Relatively 

differentiated individuals, then, are expected to display 

more distant future horizons than relatively undifferentiated 

persons. 

2. Although both highly differentiated and minimally · 

differentiated psychological systems may be poorly integrated, 

it follows from Werner's linking of increasing differenti­

ation with hierarchic integration that coherence, the degree 

of.organization of events in the future time span, will be 

directly related to PD. 

18 
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3. Since increa�ing differentiation implies growing 

complexity, it appears-that density, the number of events an 

individual foresees in his future, also will be directly 

related to PD. 

4. There appears to be no theoretical basis �t present 

for predicting a r_elationship between directionality, one's 

subjective appraisal of the flow of time, and PD. As ·such, 

a directional hypothesis between these variables will not be 

made. 



CHAPTER IV 

· METHOD 

Subjects 

The subjects in the study were 63 undergraduate 

volunteers from Memphis State Unive�sity. (Three subjects-

Subject N6s. 10, 25, and 29 missing from the tables-. were not 

included in the results due to their failure to complete the 

test battery, leaving a total of 60). All st�dents were 

recruited from two sections of a course in introductory 

psychology with the knowledge that they would receive extra 

course 6redit for their participation. The subjects ranged 

in age from 17 to· 23, with nearly 80% aged 18 or 19. There 

were 38 females and 22 males in the sample. 

Instruments 

Psychological differentiation (PD) was measured by two 

tests commonly used by Witkin for this purpose (19 65, p. 324). 

The Group Embedded Figures Test (GEFT) is an adaptation of 

the original individually administered Embedded-Figures Test 

designed to make group testing possible (Witkin et al., 1971, 

pp. 26-32). Reliability and validity evidence indicate that 

the GEFT is a satisfactory substitute for the Embedded­

Figures Test in research where individual administration is 

impractical. Like the Embedded-Figures Test, the GEFT 

20 
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consists of various simple geometric figures embedded in 

complex designs. Twenty-five complex designs are printed 

in booklet form, with ·the unembedded simple figures.printed 

on the back covers. Subjects are instructed to observe the 

appropriate simple figure on the back cover and· then to 

outline this figure within the complex design. There are 

7 practice and 18 scorable designs. The subject's score is 

the number of correctly outlined simple figur�s in a 5-

m�nute time period. 

The second indicator of PD was the Articulation of Body 

Concept Scale (ABC). This measure requires subjects to draw 

two human figures, ·one of each sex, which are rated according 

to an adult version of �he 5-point Sophistication of Body. 

Concept Scale originally devised for children's dra�ings· 

by Witkin and colleagues (see Appendix A). The criteria 

used to assess articulation of body concept are. form level, 

identity and sex differentiation, and level of detailing. 

To ensure that subjects put forth their best efforts, 

Machover's original Draw-A-Person instructions (1949/1961, 

pp. 28-29) were modified after Corah in the following 

manner: "Draw a person; draw a whole person; draw the best 

person you can " (1965, p. 302). Subjects were then asked to 

"draw a person of the opposite sex-the best you can. " 

Three judges, two doctoral candidates in Clinical Psychology 

and one Master's level student in Developmental and Counseling 



22 

Psychology, were used to rate the drawings according to the 

ABC Scale, with the average of their ratings for each 

subje�t being taken as the indicator of articulation of body 

concept. Interrater reliabilities were calculated and are 

discussed in Section 1 of Chapter V. 

Four dimensions of future time perspective (FTP) were 

assessed: extension, coherence, density, and diiectionality. 

Extension, "the length of the future time span which is 

conceptualized" (Wallace, 1956, p. 240) , was measured by 

Task I of Wallace's Future Events Test (FET-I) , . modified 

for group administration. Subjects were asked to "name 10 

events that refer to things that may happen to you during 

the rest of your life. After listing each event, please 

indicate how old you might be when each event occurs. " ·Two 

measures of extension were obtained from the resulting data: 

the difference in years between present age and most remote 

event and.the difference between present age and the average 

age of occurrence of all 10 events. 

Coherence, "the degree of organization of the events in 

the future time span" (Wallace, 1956, p. 241) , was measured 

by Task III of the Future Events Test (FET-III) , modified 

for group administration. In this test, subjects were asked 

how old they might be when each of the following common life 

events occurs in their lives: 

1. Your first.grandchild is born? 
2. You die? 
3. You lose interest in sexual activities? 



4. You are too old to be physically active? 
5. Your son achieves his greatest success in-life? 
6. You retire? 
7. Your youngest child leaves home? 
8. Your mother dies? 
9. You feel that you have reached old age? 

10. Your last sexual intercourse occurs? 
11. You have reached middle age? 
12. Your father dies? 
13. You can no longer have children? 
14. Your fiist great grandchild is born? 
15. You can say that you have most of the things 

you want? (Wallace, 1956, pp. 241-242) 
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Subjects wrote down the ages on a shee� of paper which was 

collected after the last item had been presented. rhen, 

they were given a series of 15 cards upon each of which one 

of the test items wa_s printed. They were then asked to 

arrange the cards in the order that they expected the events 

printed on them tb happen in_their lives. The correlation 

between the ages given for each event and the sequence 

resqlting from the forced chronological ordering of events 

was taken as the indicator of coherence. 

Density, defined as the number of future events one 

anticipates for himself ," was measured by -Kastenbaum's Future 

Density Test (1961) , modified for group administration. 

Subjects were given sheets of paper with the following 

paragraph printed at the tops: 

We all think about our futures at
.

times, wondering 
what life has in store for us . We often make guesses 
or predictions about what might happen in our lives. 
I would like you to make some guesses now. What do 
you expect to happen in your future? Tell me as 
many of these events as you can. You don't have to 
be absolutely certain that what you guess will 
happen actually will happen-a good guess is good 
enough. (Kastenbaum, 1961, p. 208) 
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Subjects were instructed to write down the events they 

anticipated on paper provided to them. They were given five 

minutes to complete this task. Their score was the number 

of events listed. 

Directionality, the subjective appraisal of the flow 

of time, was measured by Knapp and Garbutt's Time Metaphors 

Test (1958). This test consists of the· following 25 metaphors 

for time: 

a large revolving wheel 
a. whirligig 
a road leading·over a hill 
budding leaves · 
an old man with a. staff 
a bird in flight 
a fast moving shuttle 
a winding spool 
a speeding tiain 
a quiet, motionless ocean 
a burning candle 
a stairway leading .upward 
a dashing waterfall 
a �pace ship ·in flight 
wind-driven sands 
an old woma� spinning 
drifting clouds 
marching feet 
� vast expanse of sky 
the rock of Gibraltar 
a fleeing thief 
a devouring monster 
a· tedious song 
a string of beads 
a galloping horseman 

The foilowing paragraph was presented along with the 

metaphors: 

Time is an aspect of our experience·of which we are 
·all in some degree and in different ways aware. 
Above are ·listed 25 phrases which might be employed 



by a poet or a writer to symbolize his sense of 
time. I would like you to read through this 
list of phrases and then indicate before each how 
appropriate you think this phrase is in evoking 
for you a satisfying image of time. First select · 
the five phrases that seem. to you most appropriate 
and before each place the number "l. " Then pick 
out the next five most appropriate phrases and 
·before them place ·the number "2. " Continue this 
process until you have placed the number 1

15" before 
the five least appropriate phrases in your opinion. 
(Knapp & Garbutt, 1958, p. 428) 
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Factor·analysis conducted on the metaphors by Knapp and 

Garbutt (1958) and by Wallach and Green (1961) yielded one 

factor which was described as a continuum of the subjective 

·speed of time, from static to sw'ift. Each metaphor's loading 

on this factor was u�ed as th� basis ·for scoring individual 

proto�ols. In order to avoid negative correlations, a. 

constant was first-added to each loading. Then, the values 

of the metaphors receiving a rating of "1 11 (most appropriate) 

were added for each ·subject, the sum being used as the 

indicator of directionality, or subjective speed of time. 

Metaphors receiving ratings of "2, " "3·, 1
1 114, " and "5 11 were 

not used in scoring. 

In addition to being measured by the preceding tests, 

future time perspective also was asses�ed during 10 to 

15-minute taped, structured interviews conducted with the 

10 most and 10 least psychologically differentiated 

subjects. Two different kinds of data were collected 

during the interviews. 



First, several unobtrusive observations were made and 

recorded. For each of the 20 interviewees, the following 

questions were answered: 

1. Is the subject early, on time, or late for his 
appointment? How early/late?. 

2. Is the subject wearing a watch? 
3. How rapidly does the subj ect speak? 
4. How does · the subject move, in terms of 

quickness ? 
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Rapidity of speech was expressed in terms of number of words 

spoken per minute. This calculation was made subsequent to 

the interviews using the aforementioned tape· recordings. 

Degree . of motor quickness was decided at the close of the 

interview by assign�ng each interviewee a familiar Italian 

adjective for musiqal tempo, . from grave (very very slow) to 

prestissimo (very _very fast) (Machlis, 1970, p. 24) . Each 

of the 12 adjectives was assigned a number, from "l" for 

grave to "12" .for prestissimo, for computational purposes. 

The second kind of future time perspective interview 

data was elicited �hrough a set of eight questions. · subjects 

were told at the outset that there were " no right or wrong 

answers" and asked to "j ust respond however seems right for 

you." The following questions · were posed to each interviewee: 

1. Have . you taken out any insurance policies? If 
not, why not? If so, what kinds and why? 

2. Do you plan to have children? If not, why not? 
If so, do thoughts about the direction . the · 
world is going in enter into your plans to 
have children? 

3. Do you think the best time of your life is 
behind you, ahead of you, or with you now? If 
behind you/ahead of you, how old were you/will 
you be? How old are you now? 



4. Do you think the worst time of your life is 
behind you, ahead of you, or with you now? 
If behin� you/ahead of you, how old were you/ 
will you be? 

5. Do you most often daydream about the past, 
present, or future? 

6. If you learned today that · you were about to 
lose all sight in both eyes, what changes in 
your life would you anticipate? 

7. If you won a million-dollar lottery today, 
how would it change your life? 

8. If you could have either $ 100 . now or $200 a 
year fro� now, which would you choose ? Why? 

2 7  

Responses to these questions were scored in the following 

manner. For Questions 3 ,  4 ,  5 , and 8 , responses were cate-

gorize·d objectively. by the in,vestigator in terms of the 

specific alternatives· in each case. On Question 3 ,  for 

example, subjects were c�tegorized according to whether they 

thought the best time of �heir lives w�s in the past, the 

present, or the future. Responses of the high and low PD 

gro�ps were then compared. F�r Questions 1, 2, 6, 7, and 8, 

criteria were de�eloped to enable two judges, second- and 

third-year medical students, to sort the responses to each 

question into one . of two groups, with 10 in each group (see 

Appendix B for sorting criteria ) .  For instance, on Question 6, 

judges ·sorted the responses on the basis of degree of 

articulation of the vision of the future expressed, with 

rel�tively highly articulated responses put in one group 

and responses relatively low in articulation put in the other 

group. The high and low PD groups were then compared in terms 

of these sort�ngs. 
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A final measure of temporal behavior also was used. 

Subj ects were given a pencil and sheet of paper and asked 

to write "Mississippi River" taking as much time . as they 

could. They were instructed to write in longhand, to make 

sure their pencils were . always moving, and to avoid pausing 

between words. Their score was the number of seconds taken 

to write the two words. It was assumed that lehgthier 

performances would 1ndicate relatively greater ability .to 

articulate (analyze and structure) time spans · or, in other 

words, · to "bind time. " 

Procedure 

Data collection was accomplished in two phases. In 

phase one, 3 groups of . approximately 20 subjects were 

administered the GEFT, ABC, FET-I, TMT, FDT, and FET-III, 

in that order, during 80-minute testing sessions. All 

groups met in a 6lassroom in the psychologt building at 

Memphis State University. 

At the conclusion of this phase of the study, the GEFT 

and the ABC were scored . Scores were then transformed into 

Fisher z scores and averaged to yield indexes of PD (Karp, 

Poster, & Goodman, 19 63, p .  390) . From these indexes the 

10 least and 10 most psychologically differentiated subjects 

were selected. There were six males and four females in the 

high PD group and ·four males and six females in the low PD 

group. 
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These 20 subjects were then asked to return for the 

interviews. Th� investigator remained "blind" as to which 

subject belonged to which group in order to minimize possible 

biasing effects in making the unobtrusive observations and 

in conducting the interviews. These subjects received 

additional extra course credit for their participation in 

the
.
interviews. Following the interviews, all tape record­

ings were transcribed for analysis. 



CHAPTER V 

. RESULTS 

Results of the study will be presented in three sections. 

In the first section, scores on the measures of PD and FTP, 

along with their intercorrelat{ons, will be discussed. 

Section 2 will describe the unobtrusive · observations made 

on the 20 interviewees, the differences between subjects in 

the high and low PD group� in terms of these observations, 

and the Mississippi River Test results. In addition, inter­

correlations among measures of PD, FTP, and unobtrusive 

observations (contemporary b�havior-in-time) within the 

high and low PD groups will be presented. In the final 

section, the responses of the high and l�w PD groups to 

the interview questions will be compared. 

Section 1: Tests of Psychological 
Differentiation and Future Time 
Perspective 

Scores on the GEFT for all 60 subjects are presented 

in Table 1. It will be noted that the full range of 

possible scores is represented. �o relationship between 

GEFT performance and either age or sex . was found. The 

correlation between · GEFT scores and age was low and 

negative, r = -.10, E > .10, and, contrary to the consistent 

finding of sex dif�erences on Witkin ' s  standard tests of 

field dependence (Maccoby, 19 66), GEFT scores and sex were 

almost equally unrelated, t (58) = .88, E > .10. 
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Table 1 

Group Embedded Figures Test Scores 
for 60 Undergraduate Students 

GEFT
b 

· Subject # Sexa . Score Stlbject # 

1 M 13 34 
2 M 5 35 
3 F 9 36 
4 F 16 37 
5 M 7 38 
6 F 8 39 
7 M 17 40 
8 M 18 41. 
9 F 15 42 

11 F 15 43 
12 F 15 44 
13 F 12 45 
14 · F 11 46 
15 M 15 47 
16 F 5 48 
17 F , 4 49 
18 F 11 50 
19 M 15 51 
20 F 9 52 
21 F 14 53 
22 F 7 5 4  
23 M . 16 55 
24 M 15 5 6  
26 M 1 57 
27 F 14 5 8  
28 F 12 5 9  
30 F 7 60 
31 M 17 61 
32 F . 4 62 
33 F 4 63 

aM = Male; F = Female. 
b 

. . 

GEFT = Group Embedded Figures T�st. 

Sex 

F 
F 
F 
F 
F 
F 
F 
F 
M 

M 
F 
M 
M 
M 
F 
F 
M 
F 
M 
M 

F 
F 
F 
M 
F 

F 
M 

M 

F 
F 

Note: Higher scores reflect greater analytical 
ability compared to lower scores. 
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GEFT 
Score 

11 
9 

12 
7 

14 
18 
14 

9 
10 

5 
16 

5 
13 
14 

7 
14 
17 
17 
18 
13 
17 

4 
16 

7 
14 

5 
4 

12 
2 
2 
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The ABC Scale ratings are listed in Table 2. Interjudge 

reliability was r = . 77, . 69, and . 72. These figures are 

somewhat lower than reliabilities reported by Faterson (1980), 

which ranged from r = . 83 to . 90. Table 3 presents the ABC 

· Scale scores, averaged from the Scale ratings. Altho�gh · 

scores tend to be . somewhat bunched toward the upper end of 

the distribution obtained, the full range of possible scores 

is represented. · As with the GEFT, .no relationship between 

�BC performance and either age or sex was found. The 

correfation between ABC and �ge was r = ·• 08, E. > . 10. ABC 

and sex were similarly unrelated, � (58) = . 22, E. > . 10. 

The indexes of PD, derived from an equal weighting of 

GEFT and ABC scores, are presented in Table 4. Consistent 

with the GEFT and ABC findings, there was no relationship 

bet�een . PD indexes and either age or sex. The PD index and 

age correlation was r = -� 04, E. > .10, while the PD index 

and sex correlation was � (58) = . 17, E. > . 10. 

Table 5 presents the range and average difference scores 

on the Future Events Test-Task I (FET- I). Several unantici­

pated scoring problems were encountered with these measures, 

as indicated by the explanatory footnotes to the table. 

First, some subje�ts listed either more or less than the 

requested 10 events. In these cases, the range atid average 

difference were calculated based on whatever number of events 

were given, u�ually 9 or 11. Second, occasionally an 
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Table 2 

Articulation of Body Concept Scale Ratings 
for 6 0  Undergraduate Students 

Judg:e 
Subject # I 2 3 

Judge 
Subject # 1 2 3 

1 2 3 4 3 4  4 4 . 5 

2 3 3 4 3 5  2 3 4 

3 1 3 4 3 6  3 3 4 

4 4 4 5 3 7  2 3 4 

5 2 3 4 . 3 8  . 2 4 5 

6 2 3 4 3 9  3 3 4 

7 3 4 5 4 0  2 3 4 

8 3 3 5 4 1  3 4 5 

9 1 3 3 4 2  1 2 3 

1 1  2 3 4 . 4 3  3 4 4 

1 2 3 4 4 4 4  2 3 5 

1 3  1 3 ·  4 4 5  4 4 5 

. 1 4 2 4 ·4 4 6  · 2 3 3 

1 5  5 · 5 . 5 4 7  1 2 3 

1 6 2 3 . 5 4 8  5 5 5 

1 7 1 2 3 4 9 4 5 5 

1 8  5 5 5 5 0  2 4 4 

1 9  4 5 5 5 1  ·3 4 5 

2 0  2 3 3 5 2  3 5 5 

�l 4 5 4 5 3  3 4 4 

2 2  2 3 4 5 4  3 4 4 

2 3  2 4 4 5 5  4 3 5 

2 4  2 3 4 5 6  4 3 5 

2 6  4 4 5 5 7  1 2 3 

2 7  3 4 4 5 8  3 3 4 

2 8  . 3 4 4 5 9  1 1 1 

3 0  3 4 5 6 0  2 3 4 
3 1  4 4 4 , 61 2 2 3 

3 2  ·l 2 3 6 2  5 5 5 
3 3  2 3 4 6 3  3 3 4 

Note: Higher ratings mean greater articulation of 
body concept compared to lower ratings . 



Subject # 

1 
2 
3 

4 
5 

6 

7 
8 

9 

11 
12 
13 
14 , 

. ·  1 5 · 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
26 
27 
28 
30 
31 ' 
32 
33 

Table 3 

Articulation of Body Concept Scale Scores 
for 60 Undergraduate Students 

ABC 
Sex a Score 

M 3.0 0  
M 3.33 
F 2.67 
F 4.33 
M 3.0 0  
F 3.0 0  
M 4.0 0  
M 3.67 
F 2.33 
F 3.0 0 
F 3.67 
F 2.67 
F 3.33 
M . 5 . 0 0 
F 3.33 
F 2.0 0  
F 5.0 0 
M 4.67 
F 2.67 
F 4.3 3  
F 3.0 0  
M · · 3. 33 
M . 3.0 0  
M ' 4.33 
F 3.67 
F 3.67 
F 4.0 0  
M 4.0 0 
F 2.0 0 
F- 3 .  0 0  

Subject # 

34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
3 9  
40 
41  
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
4 8  

49 
5 0  
5 1 

52 
53 
5 4  
5 5  

56 
57 
58 
5 9  
60 
61 
62 

·63 

Sex 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

M 

M 

M · 

F 

F 

M 

F 

M 

M 

· F 

F 

F 

M 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

F 

aM = Male; F = Female. 

bABC = Articulation of Body Concept Scale. 
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ABC 
Score 

4.33 
3.0 0  
3.33 
3.0 0 
3.67 
3.33 
3.0 0  
4.0 0  
2.0 0  
3.67 
3.33 
4.33 
2.67 
2.0 0 
5.0 0 
4.67 
3.33 
4.0 0  
4.33 
3.67 
3.67 
4.0 0  
4.0 0 
2.0 0  
3.3 3 
1.0 0  
3 .  o o · 
2.33 
5.0 0 
3.3 3 

Note: Higher scores reflect greater articulation of 
body concept compared to lower scores. 
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Table 4 

Indexes of Psycho logical Di fferentiation 
for 6 0  Undergraduate Students 

a .  
PD PD 

Subject # Sex Index Subject # Sex Index 

1 M 2 . ·5 6 3 4  F 3 . 5 4 
2 M 2 •· 3 3  3 5  F 2 . 5 5  
3 F 2 . 3 5  3 6  F 3 . 0 6 
4 F 4 . 0 5 3 7  F · 2 . 3 4  
5 M . 2 .  3 4  3 8  F 3 . 4 6 
6 F 2 •· 4 4  3 9  F 3 . 6 7 
7 M 3 . 9 7 4 0  F ' 3 . 0 7 
8 M 3 . 8 7 41 F 3 . 1 4  
9 F 2 . 77 4 2  M 2 . 0 6  

11 F 3 . 1 7  4 3  M 2 . 5 3  
12  F 3 . 5 7 4 4  F 3 . 4 7 
1 3  F 2 . 6 6  4 5  M 2 . 9 2 

. 1 4  F 2 . 9 5  4 6  M 2 .  7'6 
15  M 4 . 3 5 4 7  M 2 . -4 7  
1 6  F 2 . 3 3  4 8  F 3 . 5 3 
1 7  F 1 .- 4 4  4 9  F 4 . 0 5 

. 1 8  F 3 .  ·9 4 50 M 3 . 5 7 
1 9  M 4 . 1 6  51 F 3 . 9 7 
2 0  F 2 . 35 5 2  M 4 . 26 
21 F 3 • .  8 5  5 3  M 3 . 3 6 
22 F 2 . 3 4  5 4  F 3 . 7 7 
23 M . 3 . 4 7 5 5  F 2 . 6 2  
24 M 3 . 1 7  5 6  F 3 . 8 6 
26  M 2 . 51 5 7  M 1 .  7 5  
2 7  F 3 . 4 6 5 8  F 3 . 26 
28 F 3 . 26 5 9  F . 9 5 
3 0  F 2 . 9 3  6 0  M 2 . 0 3  
31 M 3 . 9 7 61 M 2 . 4 6  
32  F 1 .  4 4  6 2  F 3 . 01 
3 3  F 2 . 0 3 6 3  F 2 . 0 2  

aM = Male ; F = Female . 

bPD = Psychological Differentiation � 

·Note : Higher indexes denote greate r psychological  
di fferentiation compared to lower indexes . 



Table 5 

Future Events Test Scores-Task I 
for 60 Undergraduate Students 
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Subject # a Sex b Range 
Average 

Difference0 Subj ect # Sex Range 
Average 

Difference 

1 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

11 
12 
13 
14 
1 5  
1 6  
1 7  
18 
19 
2 0  
2 1  
2 2  
2 3  
2 4  
2 6  
2 7  
2 8  
3 0  
3 1  
32 
33 

M 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

M 

M 

F 

F 

F 

F 

. F 

M 

F 

F 

F 

M 

F 

F 

F 

M 

M 

M 

F 

F 

F 

M 

F 

F 

52  
55  
42  
67 
d 

37  
51  
72  
20  
52  
64 
63 
d 

2 2  
5 7  
31  
72 
16 
59  
32 · 
31  
71  
d 

31  
47 

8 
16 . 
79  
34  
57  

9 . 1 34  
17 . 1  ( ll ) e 35  
1 0 . 7 36 
17 . 7  37 
11 . 1  ( 9 ) e 38 

9 . 3 39  
2 0 . 3 40  
2 1 . 2  41  

6 . 7  42 
18 . 8  43  
21 . 9  44 
18 . 9  45  

4 .  3 ( 9 ) e 46 
12 . 4  47 
15 . 3  48 

7 . 6  49  
2 0 . 7 50  

7 . 8  51  
15 . 9  52 
11 . 2  ( ll) e 

53  
12 . 8  54 
i6 . 4  55  
12 . 7  ( 9 ) e 56 
1 3 . 8  57 
1 3 . 1  58 

4 . 2  ( 6 ) e 59  
7 . 1  60 

2 3 . 5  61 
14 . 0  62 

. 2 1 . 0  6 3  

aM = Male ; F = Female . 

F 

F . 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

M 

M 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

M 

M 

F 

F 

F 

M 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

F 

71  
70  
54  
72 
56  
32 
83 
16 
36  
23  
90  
25  
45  
53  

8 
8 

36 
32 
68 
47 
81 
74 
80  
55  
19  
30  
34 
13 
46 
44 

2 0 . 9 
17 . 1  
2 0 . 9 
24 . 3  

9 . 1 
9 . 3 

2 4 . 3  
3 . 7  

15 . 5  
10 . 5  ( 5 ) e 

2 0 . 9 
8 . 9  

14 . 9  
2 0 . 2 

e 4 . 4  . ( 9 ) 

3 . 9  
1 0 . 8 

6 . 6  
2 1 . 4  
18 . 8  
2 3 . 2 

· 14 . 1  
14 . 1  
12 . '2 
1 1 .  3 

8 . 7  
1 5 .  8. 

5 . 0  
13 . 0  

8 . 0  

· b . . Numbers denote difference in years between present age and most 
remote event listed ; higher numbers reflect greater future extension 
compared to lower numbers . 

0Numbers denote difference in years between present age and 
average of all events listed ; higher . numbers reflect greater future 
extension compared to lower numbers . 

d 
Range was not calculable since no age was given for the most 

remote event . 

eNumbers in parentheses indicate the number of events listed by . 
those subj ects . 
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approximation rather than a specific age was associated with 

an event (e. g. , 24-26 ; 30 ' .s) .. In these instances, the mid­

point of the time span presented was used (e. g. , · 25 ;· 35). 

Third, infrequently, no numerical age was associated with an 

event. When this occurred, the item necessarily was omitted. 

In cases where the event was any but the chronologically last 

one listed, range was una£fected and average difference 

probably was only slightly influenced. When the event was 

almost · certainly the most rem.ate one in the list (e . g. ,  

death), range was not calculated. This occurred in only 

three instances and intercorrelations with the remaining 

FET-I range sco;es were judged not to have· been affected 

significantly. 

Future · Events Test-Task III (FET-III) scores · are 

presented in Table 6. Two minor scoring problems occurred 

in r�gard to this. test: two subjects failed to list a 

numerical age for one of the 15 events read to them and one 

subject returned only 1 4  cards at the conclusion of the test. 

These situations were handled identical ly·, simply by calcu­

lating correlations between ages and ranks of the remaining 

14 items. This practice is likely to have had a negligible 

effect on overal l correlations with FET-III. 

Scores on the FDT are listed in Table 7. Due to 

significant difficulties · with the scoring and � to some 

extent, administering of this test, the validity of 
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Table 6 

Future Events Test Scores-Task III 
for 60 Undergraduate Students 

Correlation Correlation 
Subject # Sexa Coefficient Subj ect # Sex Coefficient 

1 M • 75 34 F .85 
2 M .76 35 F .81 
3 F .81 36 F .89 
4 F .83 37 F . • 92 
5 M . 89 38 F .27 
6 F .92 39 F .93 
7 M .85 40 F .9 6 
8 M .9 6 41 F .93 
9 F .70 42 M .86 

11 F .93 43 M .80 
12 F .88 44 F .95 
13 F .77 45 M .83 
14 F .84 46 M .7 4 
15 M .76 47 · M .93 
16 F .78 48 F .81 
17 F .31 49 F .90 
18 F .65 50 M .88 
19 M .66 51 F .9 6 
20 F .95 52 M .96  
21 F .86 ' 53 M .88 
22 F .54 54 F .90 
23 M .87 55 F .45 
24 M .77 56 F .89 
26 M .76 57 M .85 
27 F .96 5 8  F .9 2 
28 F .79 59 F .76 
30 F .95 60· M .9 6 
31 M · .91 61 M .30 
32 F .54 62 F .89 
33 F .95 63 F .95 

aM = Male; F = Female. 

bHigh�r coefficients reflect greater future coherence 
compared to lower coefficients. 
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Table 7 

Future Density Test Scores for 
60 Undergraduate Students 

FDTb FDT 
· Subject # Sexa score Subject # Sex Score 

1 M 15 34 F 20 
2 M 8 35 F 11 
3 F 12 36 F 18 
4 F · 11 37 F 14 
5 M 12 38 F 9 
6 F 15 39 F 11 
7 M 11 40 F 16 
8 M 20 41 F 10 
9 F · 15 42 M · 11 

11 F 10 43 . M 9 
12 F 18 44 F 15 
13 F 12 45 M 13 
14 ·F . 9 46 M . 13 
15 · M 12 47 M - 17 
16 F 22 48 F 12 
17 F 15 49· F 22 
18 F 7 50 M 18 
19 M 12 51 F 9 
20 F 16 52 M 10 
21 F 14 53 M 12 
22 F 10 54 F 9 
23 M 6 55 F 7 
24 M 19 56 F ·21 
26 M 6 57 M 17 
27 F · 12 5 8  F 12 
28 F 6 5 9  F 14 
30 F 11 60 M 11 
31 M 10 61 M 20 
32 F 11 62 F 14 
33 F 8 · 63 F 12 

aM = Male; F = Female. 

bFDT = Future Density Test. 

Note: Higher scores indicate greater future density 
compared to lower scores. 
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these results is questionab�e. The .fundamental scoring 

problem hinged on the issues of conceptual differen�iation 

and category width (Gardner & Schoen, 1962 ) .  The practical 

question was whether or not to draw a line between separable 

· future happenings and to count them as one event qr as two. 

For example , many subjects listed "getting married" and 

"having children" _ in very close proximity. Some . subjects 

who presented their anticipated events in numbered phrases 

put "getting married" and "having children" or:i the same line 

of their .paper. Others responded in narrative form , making 

the decision to separate or not . even more perplexing. In 

order t6 cope with ·this problem, rules were generated with 

the aim of scoring, as nearly as possible, on the basis of 

whether or not the subject himself seemed to separate events 

or to lump them together • . That is , the subject's own 

category widths were used·. When "getting married" and 

"having child�en" were placed on the same line of a list of 

phrases, for example, they were counted as one event. When 

they were separated by lines on. a list or by commas in a 

narrative, they were counted as two events. Nevertheless, 

there were many situations in which scoring cues were 

virtually absent. 

The administrative problem with the FDT involved the 

factor of f�tigue. The battery of tests given in the first 

phase of the ?tudy was administered from early to late 
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afternoon, and the FDT was second-to-last in the test 

sequence. Mos� subjects obviously were tired and. not 

especially motivated to list as many events as they could, 

as instructed. As such, scores are interpreted as measuring 

to an inordinate degree response to fatigue. 

The TMT scores are entered in Table 8. Infrequently, a 

subject chose four or six favorite met�phors for time, 

instead of five, as directed. In these cases ; the average 

loading for the. metaphors chosen was calculated-. This . figure 

was then _added to the - loadings of the most appropriate 

met�phors if only four had been selected, or subtracted from 

the srim of the loadings- · of the chosen metaphors if six 6ad 

been picked out. A significant altera�ion in the correlations 

with the TMT is considered highly improbable. 

The intercorrelations among the te�ts .of · po and FTP are 

presented - in Table 9. All correlations were calculated using 

the Pearson correlation method. Perhaps the most striking 

·result in Table 9 is the unexpectedly low correlation between 

GEFT and ABC: r - = .18. Ac�ording to Witkin ' s  report (19 71, 

p. 29), highly significant correlations of r = .55 and r = · 

.71 between these measures were obtained for college-age 

samples, supporting the practice of using them conjointly to 

measure PD. In an attempt to account for the low correlation 

found in the present research, two possible explanations were 

investigated • . 



Table 8 

Time Metaphors Test Scores for 
60 Undergraduate .Students 

. Subject # 
TMTb 

Score Subject # 

34 1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

9 
11 
12 
13 
14 

· 15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
2·1 
22 
23 
24 
26 
27 
2 8  
30 
31 
32 
33 

M 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

M 

M 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

M 

F 

F 

F 

M 

F . 

F 

F 

M 

M . 

M 

F 

F 

F ­

M 

F 

F 

183 
308 
226 
368 ' 
206 
149 
177 
25 8 
292 
136 

. 116 
55 4 
443 

81 
279 
265 
400 
493 
5 47 
345 · 
260 
230 
148 
212 
376 
2 68 
250 
168 
19 8 
234 

aM = Male; F = Female. 

bTMT = Time Metaphors� Test. 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
5 3  
5 4  
55 
5 6  
57 
5 8  
5 9  
60 
61 
62 
63 

Sex 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

M 

M 

M · 

. F 

F 

M 

F 

M 

M 

F · 

F 

F 

M 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

F 

42 

TMT 
Score 

148 
152 
122 
18 4 
646 
211 
347 
202 
153 
249 
107 
143 
18 8 
270 
274 
261 
239 
165 
170 
102 
371 
228 
573 
5 44 
15 8 
303 
13 4 
208 
18 6 
201 

Note: Higher scores reflect a subjective sense of 
the speed of time as faster compared to lower scores. 
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Table 9 

Matrix of  Intercorrelations among Te sts of Psychological 
Differentiation and Future Time Perspective 

for 60 Undergraduate Students 

GEFT ABC PO FET- I FET-I . FET-III  FDT 
( Range ) (Avg . 

Di ff . ) 

X . 18 ( . 76 ) · . 24 * . . 22 * . 2 1* . 2 3 * 

TMT 

, . 06 

ABC X ( .  77 )  - . 02 - . 01 . 17 - . 26* *  '- . 04 

PD X . 14 . 14 . 2 5 * - . 03 

FET-I X ( .  84 ) . 19 . 1 3 
(Ra'nge ) 

FET-I X . 3 0* *  - . 04 
(Avg . Diff . ) . 

FET-Il:I X - . 2 0 

FDT X 

TMT 

Note : GEFT = Group Embedded Figures Test . 
ABC = Articulation of Body Concept Scale . 
PD = Indexes of Psychological Differentiation . 
FET-I = Future Events Test-Task I .  
FET-III = Future Events Test-Task III . 
FDT = Future Density Test . 
TMT = Time Metaphors Test . 

. 02 

. 15 

- . 12 

- . 2 3 * 

. 07 

X 

Parentheses around numbers indicate correlations whose magnitude 
is  an artifact of one measure being derived , in part , from the other . 

*
E. 

< . 10 .  

* *
E. 

< • 05 . 

43 
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First, because interj udge reliability ori the ABC was 

somewhat low, correlations between GEFT and each rater's.ABC 

scores were calcul�ted to determine if, perhaps, - one j udge . 

rated "correctly" while the other two did not, thereby lower­

ing the correlation considerably. None qf these correlations, 

r = .08, .26, and . • 16, however, even �pproached a substantial 

level. Second, the possible existence of a curvilinear rather 

than a linear relationship between the two measures was 

examined by constructing a scatter plot of the scores for 

each test. No such relationship, however, was apparent. 

In terms of the ·hypothesized relationships between PD 

and FTP, Table 9 shows that except for a low but significant 

(E < .10) correlation between the PD index and the FET-III, 

there were no significant relationships between the PD index 

and .any other test of FTP. The GEFT, on the other hand, 

correla�ed significantly (£ < .10) in the expected direction 

with all FTP tests except for the TMT. These correlations, 

however , we�e signific�nt only at moderate levels . No 

relationship was found between the ABC and any of the FTP 

measures, except for an unexpected negative relationship 

with the FDT at the .05 level of significance. 

With regard to the FTP measures as a group, there were 

only two out of nine significant intercorrelations. The 

· FET-I average difference and FET-III correlation was r = .30, 

E < .O S, while the FET-III and TMT relationship was negative 

and low, r = -.23, E < .10. 



Section 2 :  Measures of  Contemporary 
Behavior-in-Time 

4 5  

A scatterplot o f  scores on the PD measures for the high 

and low PD g;oups i s  shown in Figure 2 .  As can be seen , 

there was no overlap between the groups on either test . 

Unobtr.us ive observation scores for contemporary behavior­

in-time . for the high and low PD groups are presented in 

Tables 10 through 1 5 . Significances of  difference between 

groups on each measure are shown in Table 1 6 . As can be 

seen , �he null hypothesis-that there is no difference 

between the populations from which the s amples were drawn­

ca�nbt be rej ected for any of  these measures . The only 

comparison on which group differences  even approached 

s igni ficance were Total_ Words and Motor Tempo . · Here the 

trends �ere for high PD individuals  to use fewer words to 
. . 

expres s themselves and to move at a s lower pace than their 

low PD counterparts .  

Mis sis sippi River Test scores are depicted in Table 1 7 . 

To minimiz e  the influence of  extreme scores in the distribu­

tion , a s ign test using the median rather than the mean was 

employed . A s ignificant difference between the groups was 

found , x
2 ( 1 )  = 7 . 2 0 , E � . 0 1 ,  with high PD subj ects taking 

longer to write "Mississ ippi River " than lo� PD subj ects . 

Tables 1 8  and 1 9  present matrices of  _ intercorrelations 

among measures of PD , FTP , and contemporary behavior-in-time 

for the high and low PD groups , respective ly . 
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Note : H = High PD Group Member ; L = I.ow PD Group Member . 

Figure 2 .  Scatterplot of scores on psychological 
differentiation measures for high and low PD groups . 
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Table 10 

Interview Appointment Punctuality Scores 
for 20 Undergraduate Interviewees 

High PD Group· 
Subject # Sexa Minutesb 

4 F lSE 
7 M 12E 
8 M 16E 

15 M 19E 
18 F SE 
19 M 2E 
31 .. M 2E 
49 F 12E 
51 F lL 
52 M 14E 

aM = Male; F .= Female. 

Low PD Group 
Subject i Sex Minutes 

2 M 3L 
16 F lSE 
17 · p  2E 
32 F · 22E 
33 F 17E 
42 M ·2E 
57 M ·3E 
5 9  F 0 
60 M 13E 
63 F 8E 

bE = Early; L = Late : O = On Time. 
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Table 11 

Watch Wearing Observations for 
20 Undergraduate Interviewees 

PD Low PD Hig:h Grou:e Grou:e 
Subject i Sexa Observationo . suEject I Sex Observation 

4 F Yes 2 M 
7 M No 16 F 

8· M No 17 F 

15 M No 32 F 

18 F · Yes 33 F 
1 9  M Yes 42 M 
31 M No 57 M 
49  · F Yes 5 9  F 

51 F Yes 60 M 
52 M Yes 63 F 

aM = Male; F . = Female. 

bYes = Wearing a Watch at the Time of Interview ; 
No = Not Wearing a Watch to the Interview. 

No 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
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Table 12 

Total Words Spoken during· Interview 
for 20 Undergraduate Interviewees 

Hi h PD GrouE Low PD GrouE 
suEject f Sex21 Words Subject i Sex Words 

4 F 262 2 M 8 40 
7 M 1369 16 F 625 
8 M 273 17 F 314 

15 M 444 32 F 363 
. 18 F ·5 41 33 F 212 
. 19 M 163 42 M 1955 
31 · M 409 5 7  M 147 9 
49  F 666 5 9  F 453 
51 F 718 60 . M 5 69 
52 M 192 63 F 2380 

aM = Male; F ·= Female. 
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Table 13 

Total . Time of Interviewee Responses 
for 20 Undergraduate Students 

Hi h PD Group 
Subject f Sexd Second 

4 

7 
8 

15 
18 . 19 . 31 . 
, 4 9  

51 
52 

F 

M 

M 

M 

F 

M 

M 

F 

F 

M 

13 9 
614 
187 
192 
311 
150 
204 
262 
515 
117 

· aM = Male; F = Female. 

Low PD Group 
Subject # Sex Seconds 

2 
16 
17. 
32 
33 
42 
5 7  

5 9  

60 
63 

M 

F 

F 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

M 

F 

297 
25 5 
190 

. 227 
163 
830 
4 9 5  

23 5 
377 
7 5 6  



Table 14 

Verbal Speed · during Interview for 
20 Undergraduate Interviewees 

51 

High PD Group 
Subject # Sexa Words/Minute 

Low PD Group 
Subject # Sex Words/Minute 

4 F .114 2 M ·170 
7 M 138 16 F 147 
8 M 90 17 F 9 9  

15 M 138 32 F 9 6  
18 F 102 33 F · 78 
19 M 66 42 M 141 . 3_1 M 120 57 M 179 
49  F 150 5 9  F 116 
51 . F 84 60 M ·90  
52 M 98 63 F t a g . 

aM · = Male; F = Female. 
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Table 15 

Motor Tempo Scores of Interview Behavior 
for 20 Undergraduate Intervi�wees 

Hi h PD Grou12 Low PD Grou12 
Subject f Sexa Score:O Subject i Sex Score 

4 F 6 2 M 
7 M 9 1 6  F 
8 M 4 17 F 

15 M 5 · 32 F 
18 F 4 33 F 

. 19 M 7 42 M 
31 . M 2 .57 M 
49 F 5 5 9  F 
51 F .7 60 . M 
52 M -6 63 F 

· a  M = Male; F = Female. 

bHigher scores indicate faster motor tempo compared 
to lower scores . 

9 
8 

7 
4 
5 

10 
9 
4 
5 

11 



Table 16 

Significances of Difference between High and �ow 
PD Groups on Contemporary Behavior-in-Time 

Measures 

Punctuality Scores: t (18) = . s o ,  E. > .10 

Watch Wearing Observations: X 2 (1) = .80, E > .10 

Total Words Scores: t (18) = 1. 57, · E_ > .10 

Total Time Scores: � (18) = 1.23, E > .10 

Verbal Speed Scores: � (18) = 1. 34, E > .10 

Motor . Tempo Scores: � (18) = 1 .  67, E. > .10 

53 



Table 17 

Mississippi River Test Scores for 
20 Undergraduate Interviewees 

54 

Hi h PD Group 
Subject f Sexa Secondsb · 

Low PD Group 
Subject # Sex Seconds 

4 F 20 2 M 
7 M 150 16 F 

· a M 40 17 · . F 
15 M 155 32 F. 
18 F 27 33 F 
19 M 100 42 M 
31 · M · a s  57 M 
49 F 135 59 F 
51 F 195 60 M 
52 M 730 63 F 

aM � Male; F . = Female. 
b 

. ' 

Number denotes length of time in seconds taken to 
�rite "Mississippi River. " 

182 
13 
25 

· 15 
25 
18 
15 
25 

320 
25 



Table 18 

Matrix . of Intercorrelations among Measures of Psychological Differentiation , Future Time 
Perspective , and Contemporary Behavior-in-Time f�r the High PD Group . 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 1 5  

·1 GEFT - . 82 ** *  - . • 24 . 2 5 . 77 * * * . 1 3 - . 49 . 18 - . 38 - . 03 . 02 - . 15 . 18 . 41 

2 ABC X - - . 44 - . 34 - . 76* * *  - . 17 . 28 . 07 . 38 - . 17 - . 27 . 19 - . 06 - . 03 

3 PD X 

4 FET- I (Range ) X ( .  93 )  . 22 - . 35 - . 02 . .  . 04 - . 2 3  - .- 15  - . 13 - . 14 - . 40 . 06 

5 FET-I . (Avg . Diff. ) X . 11· - .  3.4 -:13  . 19 - . 4 5 - . 05 - . 11 . 01 - . 32 . 11 

6 FET-III X . 34 - . 62 *  . 17 -. 19 . 09 . 12 . 12 - . 06 . 40 

7 FDT X - . 01 . 4 3 - . 15 - . 06 - . 20 . 28 - . 14 - . 17 

8 TMT X - . 32 " ·• 55*  - . 35 - . 28 - . so . 06 - . 39 

9 Punctuality X - . 32 -. 05 - . 2 9 . 49 . OS . 17 

10 Watch Wearing X -. 2 9  - . 15 - . 37 . 22 . 2 3 

11 Total Words X ( .  93 )  . 51 . so - . 15 

12 Total Time X . 2 0 . 54 * - . 1 5 

1 3  Verbal Speed X ( - .  08 ) - . 09 

14 Motor Tempo X . 22 

15 Mississippi River X 

-

* = E, < . 10.  
* * = £ < . OS .  

* * *  = E. <: . 01 .  

Note : Parentheses around nwn1?ers indicate correlations whose magnitude i s  an artifact o f  one 
measure being derived , in part , from the other . 

u, 

u, 



Table 19 

Matrix of Intercorrelations among Measures of Psychological Differentiation , Future Time 
Perspective , and Contemporary Behavior-in-Time for the Low PD Group 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 3  14 15 

1 GEFT - . 38 - · • 01 . 2 3 . 10 . 10 . 19 - . 40 - . 30 . 28 . 41 . 17 . 28 - . 17 

2 ABC X - . 63** . 45 . 41 - . 11 - . 2 3  . 34 . 09 . 16 . 08 . 25 . 39 . 38 

3 PD X 

4 FET-I (Range ) X ( .  54 ) . 42 � 13 . 47 . 14 . 11 . 09 - . 07 . 4 3  . 37 - . 10 

5 FET-I (Avg . Di ff . ) X . 4 3 - . 39 < 10 . 44 . 19 -. 27 - . 19 - . 28 - . 16 . 30 

6 FET-III X - . 2 1 - . 07 . 09 - . 53  . 44 . 46 . 28 . 2 3 . 2 9 

7 FDT X . 4 3 - . 03 . 22 . oo - . 07 . 26 . 14 - . 37 

8 TMT X - . 38 - . 13 . 03 - . 14 . 46 . 18 - . 30 

9 Punctuality X • 62 * *  -.• 35 - . 31 - . 47 - . 45 . oo 
10 Watch Wearing X - . 62 *  - . 63**  - . 55*  - . 40 - . 39 

11 Total Words X ( .  96 ) . 78 * * *  . 85 * * *- . 17 

12 Total Time X . 60* . 75***- . 07 

13 Verbal Speed X ( .  85 ) - . 17 

14 Motor Tempo X - . 16 

15 Mississippi River X 

-

* = I2 < . 10 .  
* *  = e, < • OS . 

* ** = E, < . 01 .  

Note : Parentheses around numbers indicate correlations whose magnitude is an artifact of  one 
measure being derived , in part , from the other . 



In terms of the tests of PD and FTP, comparison of 

correlations within the high and low PD groups shows that 

the behavior of the two groups often varied cons iderably. 

57 

For example, while the GEFT/FET-III high PD group correlation 

· Was r = • 77, E. < . • 01, the low PD group correlation was only 

r = .10, E, > .10 .. Similarly� the FET-�II/TMT high PD group 

correlation was r _ = -.62, E. < .10,  while the low PD group 

correlation was only r = - . 07, E. > .10. 

Although correlations within the low PD group in these 

examples were small, the direction of relationship was the 

s�me within both groups. The significant pos itive ABC/FET-I 

ra�ge correlation within the low PD group, r = .63, · E. < . 05, 

on the other hand, contrasts with the negative relation�hip 

between . these variables· with�n the high PD group, r = -.44, 

E > .• 10 � . Likewise, the. strongly. negative ABC/FET-III 

correlation within the high PD group, r = - . 76, E. < .01, 

contrasts with the positive correlation within the low . PD 

group, r = .41, E > .10. In these latter two · instances, 

the high and low PD groups behaved quite differently with 

respect to the variables in question. 

With regara ··to intercorrelations among the FTP and 

contemporary behavior�in-time measures, sev�·ral relationships 

emerged-many of which involved watch wearing · behavior . 

Within the low PD group, watch wearers tended to talk les s, 

r = �.62, E. < .10, for a shorter time, r = -.63, E. < .05, 



and more slowly, r = - . 55, E. < .10, than tho�e who .did not 

wear watches. The Total Words, Total Time, and Verbal 

58 

Speed measures seem to form a factor of "volubility, " such 

that watch wearers might be described as verbally reserved 

while nonwatch wearers tended to talk a �ood deal more. In 

addition, watch wearers in the low group arrived .earlier for 

their interview appointments, r = .62, · E. < .O S, than those 

without watches, suggesting that the former were more 

�oncerned about being late than the latter. A finding·which 

may be related was the tendency for the degree of organiza�ion 

of events in the future time span to be greater for nonwatch 

wearers. This and the previoris relationship suggest that 

watch wearers in the low PD group may use their watches to 

provide a temporal structure for their lives. 

Within the high PD group, · watch wearers experienced 

time as flowing faster, r · = .55, E < .10 , than did nonwearers. 

Those who sensed time moving swiftly apparently needed to 

"keep track " of time, while those for whom time moved more 

slowly and, perhaps, smoothly, might be described as 

relatively "cool" abo�t time. In · a related finding, 

coherence was negatively correlated to the subjective speed 

of time, r = -.62, E < .10, indicating that those who felt 

a need to keep track of (swift-flowing) time had more poorly 

organized future time spans than their counterparts. The 

picture that emerges for the high Pb group is suggestive of 
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two styles of being-in-time. For one subgroup, time was "no 

problem, " as it were; for the other �ubgroup, time was 

pressing. 

What stands out about the remaining significant 

correlations is ·the consistent disparity betweeri the hig� 

and low PD groups. While the Total Words/Verbal Speed, 

r = . 78,· E < . 01, Total Words/Motor Tempo, r = . 85, E < . 01, 

Total Time/Motor Tempo, r = . 7�, E < . 01, Total Time/Verbal 

Speed, r � . 60, E < ·. 10, and Verbal Speed/Motor Tempo, r = 

. 85, E < . 01, correlations for the low PD group were 

all _highly significa�t, those for the high PD group-while 

in . the same direction-were not nearly as substantial. These 

discrepancies may be understood in terms of the . theoretically 

. greater segregation - of psychological components in more 

differentiated individuals. The clearest example would be 

that while Verbal Speed ·and Motor Tempo were highly correlated 

for subjects in the low PD group, r = . 85, E < . 01, as 

expected, they actually were negatively correlated for the 

high PD group, r = -. 08, E > . 10. High PD individuals, in 

other words, could speak rapidly yet move other body parts 

slowly, and vice versa; the different body parts of low PD 

individuals, on the other hand, tended to move at nearly the 

same rate of speed. As such, expressive behavior of the 

high PD group might be characterized as more. heterogeneous 

(differentiated) than that of the low PD group. 



Section 3: Interview Results 

The results of the high and low PD group responses to 

the interview questions are presented �n two parts. The 

first part covers the obj ectively scorable responses to 

Questions 3, 4, -5, and 8, while the second part· consists 

of the qualitative scoring of responses to Questions 1, 

2, 6, 7, and 8 (see Appendix C for interview transcripts) . 

Question 3: Do you think the best time of your life 

is behind you, ahead of you, or with you now? If behind 

you/ahead of you, how old were you/will you be? 
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The differenc� between the· two groups on the first part 

of. Question 3 was low and insignificant, x 2 (2) = 1.28, 

E. > . 10, with six members of the high PD group and seven 

members of the low PD group indicating that the best time· 

of their lives was ahead of them. Due to small ·numbers, 

th� imprecise dates given·, and the slight difference in 

calculated means, there is no evidence of a significant 

difference between these subgroups in terms of how far 

into the future the best time was expected. 

Question 4: Do you think the worst time of rour life 

is behind you, ahead of you, or with you now? If behind 

you/ahead of you, how old were you/will you be? 

The difference between the groups on the first part of 

Question 4 was significant at the .10 leve1, _ x 2 (2) = 5. 80. 

While none of - the high PD group thought they were in the 



61 

midst of their worst time, four members of the low PD group 

did. In addition, six high PD individuals compared to only 

two low PD subj ects indicated .that their worst time was 

behind them. The impression drawn was that the low PD 

indivi�uals tended to experience themselves as struggling 

and somewhat stuck, while high. PD subj ects seemed to feel 

they already had passed through the riarrows and were "on 

their way. " Again, the numbers are so small and imprecise 

· that a valid calculation of occurrence of the worst ti�e was 

not possible. 

Question 5 :  Do you most often daydream about the . past, 

· prese�t, or future? 

On this measure, the difference between the two groups 

was significant at the .O S level, x
2 (2} = 6.00 . . While most 

subjects in both groups said they daydr�am mainly about the 

future, the only .individuals who said they daydreamed · mostly 

about the past were from the low PD group and the only 

individuals . who reported daydreaming mostly about the present 

were from the high PD group. It · seemed that past-oriented 

low PD subjects were somewhat depressed and nostalgic for 

better days· gone by, while present-oriented high PD subjects 

appeare� exceptionally active and interested . It was as if 

their current lives were so rich that they had little time 

or inclination to muse about the past .or future. 
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Question 8 :  If you could have either $100 now or $200 

a year from now, which would you choose? 

There was no difference between the two groups in their 

responses to this question. Eighty percent of individuals 

in both groups opted for. the -" $100 now." 

As stated, descriptions of the sorting criteria for 

Questions 1, 2, 6 r  7, and 8 are presented in Appendix B • . 

Tables 20 through 24 show the . sortings of the two judges 

into high and low groups of 10 for each question. Interjudge 

reliability was r 

data. 

• 80, an a_ccepta}?le level for category 

It ·should be apparent from the sorting criteria for 

Questions 1, 2, 6�  and 7 that. the essential task of 

the judges was to rate responses in terms of degree of 

art�culation and clarity. Question 1, about insurance 

coverage, elicited present knowledge about a topic imbued 

�ith future implications. Questions 2, 6, and 7 related to 

visions of the future which could be evaluated in terms of 

vagueness or clarity. A� applied to these instances, degree 

of articulation would seem to be closely related to �allace's 

concept of coherence . As such, it was expected that 

responses of the high PD group would be sorted into the 

high articulation group to a significant degree. 

The criteria for Question 8 were derived from Heirnberg's 

observation that "it is the difference in the weighting of 



Table 2 0  

Judges '  Sortings of  20  Undergraduate Interviewees ' 
Responses to · Question 1 

Judge A Jud2e 
HighD I.ow Hi2h I.ow 

Subj ect # sexa Subj ect # Sex Subj ect # Sex Subj ect # 

+4c F +15 M +4 F +15 

+7 M -17 F +7 M -17 

+8 M +18 F +8 M +1.8 

-16 F . +19 M -16 F +19  

+52 M -33  F +52 M - 3 3  

-57  M +51 F -57 M +51 

-60 M �63 F -60 . M -63 
- d  
-42 M -2 M -2 M -42 . 

+49 F +31 M +31 F +4 9 

-59 F -32 F -32 F - 59 

a M = Male ; F = ·Female . 

b High indicates greater cognitive_ clarity and articulation 
compared to subj ects in the· Iow group . 

c+ denotes that subj ect is  a member of the High PD Group ; 
- · indicates that subj ect be longs to the I.ow �o Group . 
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Sex 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

d Judges agreed on those sortings above the underscored lines ' and 
di sagreed on those below the lines . Interj udge reliability on 
Question 1 :· r = • 7 0 .  



Table 21  

Judges •  Sortings of  20  Undergraduate Interviewees • 
Responses to . Question 2 

Jud2e A Juc:t2e 
Hi2hi, Low Hi9:h Low 

Subject # Serl Subject # Sex Subject # Sex Subject 

-2c 
M +7 M -2 M +7 

+18 F +15 M +18 F +15 
..:32 F' -16 F - 32 F -16 
-42 M +49 F -42 M +49  

+52 M +51 F +52 M +51 

-63 F -60 M -63 F -60 
- d 

+4 F -17 F -17 F +4 

+8 M +31 M +31 M +8 

+19  M -57 M -57 M +19 

-33  F -59  F -59 F -33  

aM = Male ; F = Female . 

b · h · d ' H1.g in 1.cates greater articulation compared to subjects 
the Low group . 

a+ denotes that subj ect is  a member of the High PD Group ; 
- indicates that subj ect belongs to the Low PD Group . 

in 
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# Sex 

M 

M 

F 

F 

F 

M 

F 

M 

M 

F 

d 
Judges agreed on those sortings above the underscored lines and 

disagreed on those below the lines . Interj udge reliability on 
Question 2 :  r = . 60 .  



Table 22  

Judges ' Sortings of 2 0  Undergraduate Interviewees '  
Responses to Question 6 

Judge A Judge B .  

Hig:hD . Low Hi9:h Low 
Subject # Sexll Subject # Sex Subj ect # Sex Subj ect # 

+4a F -17 F +4 F -17 

+8 M +18 F +8 M +18 

+15 M +19 M +15 M +19 

-16 F +31 M -16 F +31 

-42  M -32 · F -42 M -32 

+51 F · -59 F +51 F -59  

-5 7  M -63 F -57 M -63 
-. - d 
+49 F -2 M 

' -2 F +49  

+52 M +7 M +7 M +52 , 

-60 M -33  F -33  M -60 

aM =. Male ; F = Female . 

b · h · d ' Hig in icates greater articulation compared to subj ects in 
the Low group . 

a+ denotes that subj ect is  a member of the High PD Group ; 
- indicates that subj ect belongs to the Low PD Group . 
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Sex 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

d Judges agreed on those sortings above the underscored lines and 
disagreed on those below the line s .  Interj udge reliability on 
Question 6 :  r = . 70 .  



Table 2 3  

Judges '  Sortings o.f 2 O Undergraduate Interviewees ' 
Responses to Question 7 

Judge A 
Low 

Subject · #  sex2% Subject # 

-2c 

+7 

+15 

-16 

- 32 
· -42 

+49 

+51 

-57 

-63 
-· a 

M 

M 

M 

F 

F. 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

+4 

+8 

-17 

+18 

+19 

+31 

- 3 3  

+52 

-59  

-60  

aM = Male ;  F = Female . 

Sex 

F 

M 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

High 
Subject # 

-2 

+7 

+15 

-16 

-32 

-42 ' 

+49 

+51 

-57 

-63 

Judge B 
Low 

Sex Subject # 

M 

M 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

+4 
. +8 

-17 

+18 

+19 

+31 

-3 3  

+52 

-59  

-60  

bHigh indicates greater articulation compared to  subj ects in 
the low group . 

a+ denotes that subj ect is a member of  the High PD Group ; 
- indicates that subj ect belongs to the Low PD Group . 

d Judges agreed on sortings above the underscored lines . 
Interj udge reliability on Question 7 :  r = 1 . 00 .  
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Sex 

F 

M 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 



Table 2 4  

Judges '· Sortings of  2 0  Undergraduate Interviewees ' 
Responses to Question 8 

Judg:e A Judge 
Hig:h1' Low Hig:h Low 

Subject # sex<I Subject # Sex Subject # Sex Subj ect # 

+7c 
M -2 M +7 M -2 

+15 M +4 F +1 5 M +4 

-17 F +8 M -17 F +8 . 

+19 M -16 F +19 M -16 

+31 M +18 F +31 M +18 

-42 M -32 F -42 M �32  

+51 F - 3 3  F +51 F - 3 3  

-57  M +49 F -57 M +49 

-59  F +52  M -59 F +52 

-63  F -60 M -6 3 F -60 
-. d 

aM = Male ; F · = Female . 

b . h . d ' H1.g 1.n 1.cates greater weight given .to the future alternative 
in the choice-making compared to subj ects in the Low group . 

0
+ denotes that subj ect is a member of the High PD Group ; 
- indicates that subj ect belongs to the Low PD Group . 

d 
Judges agreed on sortings above the underscored lines . 

Interj udge reliability on Question 8 :  r = 1 . 00 .  

6 7  

Sex 

M 

F 

M 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

M 

M 
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consequences as a function of their distance in time which · 

seems to be crucial in all . the important behaviors which have 

been theoretically associated with FTP" (1963, p. 2) . Judges 

were asked to sort the responses to this question in terms 

of the extent to which th� future alternative seemed to be 

weighed in the decision-making. It was expected . that 

subjects whose future tempor�l horizons extended relatively 

less ·far would appear to make only token reference-or none 

�t all-t6 the future alternative when explaining their 

.choice. 

The results of chi square analyses of the differences 

between observed and expected sample frequencies for .each 

of these five questions ·are �resented in Table 25. · A� can 

be seen, none of. the group differences with respect . to 

these questions a�proached an acceptable level of signifi­

cance. 



69 

Table 2 5  

.Significances of Difference between High and Low 
PD Groups on Questions 1 ,  2 ,  6 ,  7, and 8 

Question · !: X 2 ( 1 } - 0 

Question 2 : . X 2 ( 1 } = . 8 0 ,  E. > . 1 0  

Question 6 :  X 2 (l} = • 2 0 ,  
. E. > . 1 0 

Question 7 : x
2 c 1 ) = • 8 0 ,  · p > . 10 

Question 8 :  x
2 c 1 ) = 0 



CHAPTER VI 

DISCUSSION 

According to Witkin's differentiation hypothesis, 

- communality in formal aspects of behavior is expected 

across diverse psychological areas. The central purpose 

of the present study was to test the generalizability of 

this hypothesis; specifically, to . what extent . future time 

perspective (FTP) · is related to · Witkin ' s  psychological . 

differentiation (PD) construct. From the work of Werner 

(1940/1948; 1957) �nd, especially, Lewin · (1�46/1965) , it 

· was predicted that . significant positive relationships 

between PD and sev�ral dimensioni tif " FTP would be found. 

Interpretation of · results of the present study is . 

complicated, however, by the surprisingly low . correlation 

between the Group Embe�de.d Figures Test (GEFT) and the 

Articulation of Body Concept Scale (ABC) . . Since th� indexes 

of PD were derived from these two measures, intercorrelations 

between these indexes and the FTP measures, as well as the 

composition of the extreme PD groups, were directly affected 

by this relative lack of relationship . The low shared 

covariance between these measures for the present sample 

raises questions about the validity of the indexes and the 

"purity" of the groups in regard to the differentiation 

concept. 

70 



71 

One possible explanation for the low GEFT/ABC 

correlation is that the sample drawn may have been somewhat 

atypical of the entire undergraduate population • .  Although 

the full range of possible scores was represented by both 

distributions, GEFT scores tended to clu�p at the upper 

and lower ends of the distribution, while ABC scores were 

relatively tightly packed from the middle to the upper 

limit of that distribution. In both cases, more nor�al 

distributions were expected. 

To test nonnorma� ity of distribution, GEFT distributions 

of males and females in the present study were compared with 

large-scale {n  � 155 and n = 242, respectively) sample results 

reported by Witkin et al. {1�71, p.· 28) . Although there 

was some indication that the males in each study came from 

dif�erent populations, x
2 {1) = 3.08, £ < .10, . there was no 

such evidence that the females bel6nged to disparate 

populations, x
2 { l) = ·2 . 00, E > .10. Because females 

comprised nearly two-thirds of the sample in t�e present 

study, there do not appear to be sufficient grounds for 

doubting that the samples were fundame�tally similar. 

Regardi�g the ABC distribution obtained, it is possible 

that the somewhat bunched scores {often found with college · 

populations) artificially depressed the GEFT/ABC correlation . 

Because none of the three sets of ABC ratings correlated 

highly with the GEFT scores, however, this hypothesis does 



not seem plausible in accounting for the . low correlation 

obtained. 

Another possible explanation is that the expectation 

7 2  

of a much.greater shared covariance may itself b� er�oneous. 

In his review a�ticle dealing with the meas�rement of field 

independence, Arbuthnot (1972, p. 485) cited approximately 

12 reports of EFT/ABC correlations, the average of which 

was only r = .34. In addition, in the sole large sample 

reported, the intercorrelation of s.cores produced by 20 0 

adolescent males was �nly r = . • 22. Accordingly, Arbuthnot 

cautioned researchers about the advi�ability of using the 

ABC as a measure of field independence. The same admonition 

might apply when one considers the use of the ABC as an 

indicator of psychological differeptiation. 

Correlations between FTP tests and criterion measures 

of PD (GEFT and ABC) were calculated along with PD ihdexes 

(see Table 9, page 4 3 ) . Although among the FTP measures PD 

was related only to the FET-III (£ < .10) , low but signifi­

cant correlations (E < .10) between the GEFT and the FET-I, 

FET-III, and FDT were found. These results suggest a 

positive-though weak-relationship between PD and extension, 

coherence, and density of future time perspective. These 

findings are compatible with Friel's (1968) demonstration 

of greater extension and coherence and Spotts' (1964) 

finding of gr�ater extension in field independent 



undergraduates. The present study found no evidence, 

however, of a relationship between PD and one's metaphoric 

evaluation of the speed of time, as measured by the TMT. 

In terms of intercorrelations among the FTP measures 

. themselves, the fact that there were only two out of _ a 

possible nine significant relationships-and these were at 

low levels-tends to support the findings of Ruiz et al. 

(1967) and Platt et al. (1971) challenging the assumption 

that future time perspective is a unitary construct. It 

follows that further progress in the analysis of future 

time perspective awaits specification of what aspect of 

FTP one is attempting to measure . . 

7 3 

Another requisite for p�ogress in the field of future 

time perspective concerns the reliability and validity of 

the measuring instruments used. Other than reli�bility 

coefficients for the Future Events Test-Task I reported by 

Spotts (1965, p. 158) , r = . 58 for 69 college males, and by 

Lessing (1968, p. 185) , r = . 94 (n = 44) and . 89 (n = 51) 

based on a corrected odd-even method and r = . 59 (n = 4 4 ) 

and . 55 (n = 46) using a test-retest procedure with 5th and 

8th grade children, the present investigator was unable to 

locate reliability data for any of the other measures used 

in this study. Although most measures have good face 

validity, little construct validity has been established 

for any of the tests commonly used in the field (Ruiz et al. , 

1967 ; Platt et al. , 1971) . 
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With regard to contemporary behavior-in-time measures, 

the expectation of no differences between the high and low . 

PD groups was maintained. Although subjects in the low PD 

group tended to be more verbose and to move at a faster 

tempo than subjects in the high PD group� no differences 

reached significance. Given greater group purity, the 

Total Words and Motor Tempo means may well have been 

significantly different; however, it is doubtful that any 

of the other measures would have di�criminated between - the 

groups. 

Results produced by the Mississippi River Test indicate 

that extent of psychological differentiation in college 

students appears ·to be posit�vely related to the ability 

to articulate time · sparis, or to bind time. High PD under­

graduates, in other word�, appear to be more patierit than 

their low PD classmates. Because reliability data for this 

instrument has yet to be gathered, however, further research 

is needed before concluding to what extent this relationship 

holds true over time, across situations, and with different 

age and socioeconomic groups. 

In terms of responses to the interview questions, as 

stated, only Question 5 produced a group difference 

significant at the . O S level, although Quest�on 4 reached 

the . 10 level of significance. Since both of these questions 

(and Question 3) were adapted to the present research ·from 



the Time Reference Inventory (Roos & Albers, 1965) , using 

this instrument to investigate the relationship between PD 

and temporal orientation might prove to be fruitful. 

One useful point of view to assess the results of the 

present study and, indeed, a11· research in the field 

?ependence/psychological differentiation (FD/PD) area can 

be found in Allport's (1961, pp. 460 -494) distinction 

�etween coping and expressive behavior. Allport wrote 

7 5  

that all behavior may be thought of ·as having · two main . 

components. The coping component refers to the "what" or · 

content of behavior. It is the purposive, specifically 

motivated behavior .called forth by the task at hand . The 

expressive aspect refers to the "how" or style of behavior . 

It is the spontaneously emitted manner in which · we behave. 

Coping behavior, for example, is what we write; expressive 

behavior is our handwriting. 

Although all activities involve both aspects of b�havior, 

Allport observed that there are varying proportions of coping 

and expressive behavior in different activities. For 

instance, ther� is relatively more coping involved in 

assembly- line work, automobile driving, radio announcing, 

military drill, bookkeeping, and surgery than there is in 

dancing, conversing, composing music, designing dresses, 

and relaxing (1961, ·P ·  465) . Genera lly speaking, the more 



pr�cisely task requirements are set forth, the greater the 

coping aspect in the resulting action, and vice versa. 
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The implications of this conceptualization for the 

FD/PD field were grasped by Wachtel (1968; 1972) , who noted 

that all of the co�only used tests of FD/PD are tests of 

"ability." That is, they are designed to elicit field 

dependent or psychologically differentiated behavior if 

such can be produced. Performance on . these tests, however, 

is ·typically used to make statement� about an individual ' s  

"style, " frequently defined as the witting and unwitting 
. . 

adaptive choices and strategies usually employed. Wachtel ' s  
e 

point was that people do not necessarily produce the.ir most 

differentiated behavior unless so asked (and not even then, 

sometimes) . Ability to function in a highly differentiated 

manner does not nece�sarily imply _ d�liberate choice, or 

subconscious penchant, for doing so. This contrast between 

ability·and style is akin to Allport ' s  distinction between 

coping and e·xpressive behavior . Both authors emphasize 

the importance of the presence or absence of specific task 

requirements when evaluating an individual ' s  behavior. 

When given precise instructions, a person ' s  performance 

usually may be regarded as his ability to cope with a 

certain task. How he behaves when instructions are 

ambiguous or absent may be viewed as his style or self­

expression. 



With regard to the instruments used in the present 

research, while. we may reasonably assume that subjects did 

their best on the GEFT and the ABC in accordance. with the 

instructions given, we may not make the same assumption 

. with respect to measures of future time perspective (FTP) . 
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Except for the Future Densit'y Test, the instructions for 

these measures did not indicate. to the subjects what was 

being assessed . They were not told to look as far into the 

future as _they could nor to order their conceptions of the 

future as consistently as possible, and they were given no 

hints about how to respond to the interview questions 

("There are no right or wrong · answers . • . ") . As a result, 

the subjects cannot be vieweq as having produced their most 

differentiated behavior on these measures. In sum, because 

the . design of the FTP measures permitted-in effect, forced­

subjects to express their stylistic preferences rather than 

the extent of their ability in some respect, perhaps the 

very modest relationships between the FD/PD and FTP measures 

should have come as no surprise. 

The preceding discussion of the design of the FD/PD and 

FTP tests used in the present study touches upon another 

useful frame of reference for viewing each of these fields. 

In 1957, Werner outlined what he called the principle 

of "fixity versus mobility of developmental level of opera­

tion" as follows: 



The assumption that all organisms normally operate 
upon a relatively fixed and rather sharply cir�um­
scribed developmental level appears to be tacitly 
accepted by many psychologists . A contrary view 
is that all higher organisms manifest a · certain 
range of genetically different operations . This 
means, for instance, that a child of a certain age 
or an adult, may, qua normal, perform at genetically 
different levels. Furthermore, there is, so to 
speak, not only "horizontal " differentiation but · 
also "vertical" differentiation ; that is, the more 
mature compared with the less mature individual has 
at his disposal a greater number of developmentally 
different operations. {1957, p·. 138) 
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Witkin used this conceptualization to describe the results 

of · research concerning the relationship between field 

dependence and susceptibility to personality change through 

therapy. He observed that "some persons who are field­

independent • . . function consistently at a highly
.
differ� 

entiated level, whereas others vary more a.ccording to 

circumstances and inner state. Tpe first kind of subject 

shows 'fixity' of functioning, the second shows 'mobility'" 

{19 65, p .  333) . 

Witkin acknowledged that because his perceptual tasks 

press subjects to perform analytically if possible, they 

fail to disti�guish between fixed and .mobile field-independent 

individuals or, as Wachtel put it, "between those who can 

function in a field-independent fashion and those who must 

function that way" {1972, p. 186). Some efforts have been 

made to develop tests in which the correct solution requires 

a passive-global approach {Witkin et al . ,  195 4/1972, pp. 89 -

97; Haronian & Sugerman, 19 66), but further work is needed. 
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Without positive measures of the field-dependent or 

passive-global mode, the researcher is not only unable to 

identify those who can relinquish more differenttated modes 

when the situation calls for it or, in psychoanalytic terms, 

to regress in the service of the ego (Kris, 1952, pp. 28, 

60-63, 177, 197-198) , but he may inadvertently fall prey 

to "overrating" analytical functioning. Witkin has been 

criticized on this point with, it seems, justification. 

The principle of fixity versus mobility of developmental 

operation just discussed also may be applied to the field ·of 

future time .perspective. In 1939, Frank noted the "wide 

individual variations" in future extension within different 

age. groups. Some individuals "seerri · to .live almost entirely 

in the immediate present" while others "apparently live 

almost entirely in the future" (p. 343) . Werper's concept 

of "fixity" seems . to desc,ribe these two temporal orientations. 

Frank went on to observe that "with increasing maturity an 

individual may alter his time perspectives, seeing certain 

·events in a more remote focus and · others in a more immediate" 

(1939/1948, p. 344) . This capacity to shift from short-range 

to long-range thinking-and back again-would seem to be a 

manifestation of Werner ' s  "mobility" ·of developmental 

operation. We will return to these concepts shortly. 

To date, the preponderance of research in the field of 

future time perspective has focused on the importance of 
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being able to make long-range plans and to anticipate distant . 

consequences. Foreshortened ·future extension has been 
. . 

·associated with schizophrenia (Wallace, 1956) ,  alcoholism 

(Smart, 1968) , heroin addiction (Henik & Domino, 1975) , and 

delinquency (Stein, Sarbin, & Kulik, 1968) . · Few would argue 

that the inability to extend one ' s  thought far i�to the future 

does not constitute a serious obstacle to healthy adaptation. 

The inability to see events in a "more immediate (focus) " 

(Frank, 1939/1948, p. 344) , however, also represents a - major 

handicap. As Gergen and Back (1965, p. 186) remarked, while 

�here are "certain classes of problems for which optimal 

solutions should be based on a consideration of an extended 

future • • •  optimal solution� to so�e problems might indeed 

require a short-range view. " Because we are continually 

confronted with problems requiring different lengths of 

future extension, it seems evident that "mobility" in the 

extension of one's future time span represents a critical 

variable in human adaptation. Frank went so ·far as to say 

that "the ironical tragedy of the human race has been the 

inability of man to find the appropriate time perspective 

for each of the multiplicity of events that crowd in upon 

him • • • •  " (1939/1948, pp. 344-345) . This broadening of 

outlook with respect to extension of future time perspective 

has implications for assessment of this and other dimensions 

of future time perspective. 



The present investigator has pointed out that, except 

perhaps for the Future Density Test, the tests of future 

time perspective used in the present study are measures 

of stylistic preference rather than ability. An important 

direction for research in thi� field is to develop tests 
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of maximum performance. Assesssing how far a person can 

extend his thought and how coherent he can be about 

anticipated events would provide valuable data. Just as 

positive tests of field dependence ability need to be 

developed, however, tests designed to measure the ability 

to take a short-range view and, perhaps, to be somewhat 

incoherent about expected events also are needed. Develop­

ing ability tests which measure in both directions along 

future time dimens1ons ·would facilitate identification of 

those individuali relatively able "to find the appropriate 

time perspective" · (Frank, 1939/19 48, p. 345). Subsequent 

study of these individuals might uncover trainable 

strategies for more effective behavior-in-time. 

In the preceding pages, the distinctions between style 

and capacity �nd between fixity and mobility have been 

discussed in terms of the field dependence/psychological 

differentiation and future time perspective fields. Another 

distinction worth examining in this context is �ersonal 

versus impersonal situations. 



In 1939, Frank postulated that 

a single individual may develop a variety of time 
perspectives, each applicable to a different aspect 
of living, so that . he may view economic events in 
one dimension, political in another, so�ial in 
another, sexual in another, and so on, with little 
or no apparent conflict; or he may develop a more 
or less homogenequs set 6£ dimensions for all 
aspects of life, bringing his conduct into a well-
integrated . pattern. (p. 344) 
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As mentioned, recent work in the field of future time 

perspective-including the present study-indicates that FTP 

is a multidimensional construct; that, in effect, the firit 

part of Frank's thesis is more tenable than the second. 

Lessing (19 71) provided support for this view when she found 

that future extension in ·personal events was significantly 

different from future extension in social-political events. 

In the present study, it may be important to recall that 

. extension, coherence, and density were assessed in terms of 

anticipated personal events. If there is as much heteroge� 

neity in individual time perspectives as current research 

suggests, then generalizing from personal dimensions of FTP 

to impersonal ones, and the converse, may not be valid in 

many cases. One may need to speak of "personal future 

extension " rather than merely "future . extension, " as much 

as the latter is an improvement over "future time perspec­

tive. " Clearly, increasing specirication is essential for 

further progress in the field. 
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It might also be pointed out that the PD measures used 

presented subjects with essentially imperson�l situations, 

in contrast to the FTP tests. Thus, behavior wa� being 

measured in two-perhaps crucially different-contexts. As 

such, the generally low . correlations obtained between . PD and 

dimensions of FTP may reflect that the behavior concerned is 

more situation-specific than the investigator had assumed at 

the outset. 

Cliniqal Impressions of High and Low 
PD Subjects 

Although categorization of interview data yielded 

only two significant group differences-on Questions 4 and 

5-the intervie�er gained several dist'inct impressior:is of 

high and low PD subjects. These . impressions will be · 

presented, along with supporting narrative. 

In the low PD group, four subjec�s struck the interviewer 

as psychologically impoverished. · They displayed relatively 

low energy levels, passivity, vague and unelaborated thinking, 

and emotional flatness. In response to the question on 

anticipated life changes in the event of blindness, for 

example, one of these subjects (No. 32 , female) said: 

I think I would learn to appreciate you know a lot 
of things that I take for granted you. know now, that 
you know if I lost my sight I would you know take it 
pretty much you know what would happen if I lost my 
hearing, I would start to appreciate you know things 
that I see • • •  my family and you know necessary 
things • . • • . 



Another (No . 33 , female) responded: 

I think it would be a whole lot different. Because­
! want to be. a nurse and you need to see .• • to be 
able to do things. 

(Any other kinds of changes that you . could foresee?) 

It would probably hinder a lot of things that I 
would like . to do. · But that's the most . .  

A third (No. 17 , . female) replied : 

What changes . .• • I don't �now of anything it 
would change-it wouldn ' t  change my career, it 
wouldn ' t  af feet anything. · Um, I don ' t  know of · 
anything it would change. . . • · I don ' t  know of 
anything it would change. 

(You don't know 6f anything it would change?) 

Mm-mm (no) .' 

(Do you have a ·career planned?) 

Right now, I �ant to do something working with 
people, such as social work or · something. 

( Mmm . } 

So, I don ' t  see why talking to people-well, maybe 
so. Seeing their reactions to what I ' m  saying. 
But you can · be a counselor still and not be able 
to see. 
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The previous subj ect (No. 1 7 )  displayed obliviousness to 

the implications of loss of sight. Similarly, another low 

PD subj ect (No. 16 , female) manifested · a Pollyanna sort of 

denial when confronted with this hypothetical situation: 

Well, I couldn ' t  finish my nursing school, but I 
would do something you know-I wouldn't sit around. 
And uh we wouldn't have to change the house around 
because I basically know where everything is. I 
might have to get a seeing eye dog or something , 
but other than· that I wouldn't change anything. 



(Mm-hmm . ) 

Because I basically know everything that's around 
in the environment-in � en·vironment . . Only thing 
that would be wrong is I wouldn't be able to drive. 

(Mm-hmm . ) 

And so,· nothing really I would change except . those · 
two things. 
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In contrast to the majority of low PD subjects, high PD 

individuals tended to make more realistic, detailed appraisals 

of the predicaments they would probablX face �hould they 

becom� blind. Subject No. 15 (male) , for instance, responded 

as follows: 

Well, there'd be a lot of changes, because right 
now I'm trying to get my pilot's license and you 
have to see to fly. And in my. future I plan to be 
in aviation-probably for my whole life. So I ' d  
just have �o change everything around. I don't · 
know what I'd do . 

(It'd really throw a monkey wrench into your plans.) 

Mm-hmm . 

(Any other changes that you could anticipate?) 

It might be harder to find a wife . A blind man,. 
you know . A woman prefers a man who can see . · She 
doesn't have to be there all the time . And it 
would affect my plans of going and seeing things 
that I haven't seen yet that I want to see. 

· Another relatively clear and thoughtful response was given 

by Subject No. 51 (female) , who really seemed to put herself 

into the situation: 

(Nervous exhalation.) The first thing is having 
a particular place for everything, I guess . Um·, 



I see .a lot of cha llenges for me . What changes 
(to herself) ? There'd be a lot of physical changes , 

just learning where things are and uh taking a last 
look at things I haven't seen . Like I say ,  I could 
see some changes emotional ly .  Um , and learning to 
do things on my own. Probably I'd have to learn um 
to communicate with people , too , just how they 
would react to me . And h_ow I feel about myself­
that would . be different . 

In · a similar vein , Subject No . 7 (male) replied: . 

I would have to seek a lot more help from other 
people , a lot more-I think I'd have to think about 
people's relationships I have right now and be 
able to understand what they feel . Um , it'd 
cause a lot of self-examination , I think , for 
me . Um , a lot of things-I'd get more in touch 
with a lot of things if I knew something drastic 
like that was gonna happen . · 

(Mm-hmm . )  

Um , · it'd be pretty strange you know saying one day 
you would lose your sight . Um , it'd be very , very 
traumatic , I'm sure . Ah , I'd be seeking more and 
more help from other people . Uh , I can't-it's 
hard for me to conceive of myself like maybe 
forever being put in a wheelchair and having to 
adjust myself to this kind of situ�ti6n . I think 
it'd be difficult for me , but uh eventua lly I think 
I'd survive .' · 

(Mm-hmm . )  

And I think I'd be happy , too . ' Cause I personal ly 
think I could survive no matter what I'd have to 
do • . . •  But I'm not saying it wouldn't be 
difficult . 
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Subject No . 7 displayed what might be described as realistic 

coping confidence. His conviction that he could "survive" 

was made in the context of a respectful analysis of the 

attendant difficulties , in contrast to Subject No . 16's 

blithe minimi�ing of the situation . This attitude _of coping 
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confidence in the midst of a more realistic appreciation of 

inevitable hardship also characterized ·two other high PD 

group subjects. Subject No. 31 (male )  responded. in a quiet, 

sober manner: 

Well, I'd expect to be a lot more limited in the 
things I could do • . On my choice of jobs. I don't 
think it would be the end of the world; I . think a 
lot of other people cop� with it and I think I 
might could, too-probably could. just have . to 
be there to really tel l. 

Subject No. 49 (female) expressed similar sentiments in her 

response: 

Um, a lot of hard times, I can tel l  you that. Um, 
just adjusting to you know being without my sight. 
I'd anticipate that my other senses would get 
better. Like - my hearing · and everything to compen- · 
sate for the loss of my _ eyes. Um, I would expect 
more . . .  more support from my family than I have 
now, you know, they'd stand behind me with - my 
friends you know. I expect I'd be able to · get · 
through • • . . There'd be pressure, you know. 
It 1 d be kind of hard to overcome .a problem like 
that, because you know every day you tise your eyes. 
But um it's not one that I couldn't overcome. 

Another dimension that seemed to discriminate between 

the groups was that of empathy and concern for external 

situation·s versus narcissistic centering on one's own needs. 

The high PD group tended to be more concerned about the 

domestic and international situation when considering 

parenthood than the low PD group. They also manifested an 

ability to consider the needs of their unborn children 

separate from their own needs, in some contrast to the low 

PD group. Subject No. 7 (male) ,  for example, in responding 



to being asked whether or not the world situation enters 

into his plans to have children, said : 

Um, it sure· should bother everyone, it shoutd, 
you know, sure people should think about the kind 
of world th�y' d be bringing a child into, I mean, 
what they have to expect for the child. That's 
normal, it �eems to me. 

Subject No. 15 . (male) viewed having and rearing children, 

in part, as a contribution to the problem of evil in the 

world : 

I plan to raise a family, of about five,· I believe, 
and as moral as possible because in this · bad world 
·you need all the more moral people. 

Another high PD subject (No. 31 , male) responded : 

Well, they probably form my opinions about how 
many :i: have-�ike I wouldn ' t  want to have over 
two. 

(Mn:i-hmm. ) 

Just for population reasons and financial reasons. 
I just don't feel . it would be logical to have over 
two. 

(Mm-hmm. Anything else about that that you've 
thought of?) 

I ' d  wonder what it ' d  be like for them , but I 
really don ' t  know. 
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Subject No. 49 (female) expressed even more direct concern 

for children she might bring into the world : 

Well, with all the problems we're having inter­
nationally uh I kind of wonder, well, would it be­
will we still be here when I'm ready to have 
children ? And also, the way the world is today, 
would it be wise and safe to raise children ? 



89 

Low PD group members seemed to expres s  a more egocentric 

outlook in response to this question. Subject No. 16, for 

example, declared : 

No, not really. Um, I know the world is going to 
a mes s but uh I like kids and I don't think about 
things lik� that. · You know I don't think people 
should think. about that, whether they should bring 
a child into the world or not . If you love 'em 
enough and everything they're gonna do the best 
they can. 

Subject No. 2 (male) could not seem to sepa�ate his own 

personal malaise at present from the more long-range 

question of advisability of bringing children into a 

troubled world: 

Like sometimes I think about you know why should 
I bring kids into this world . I'm not having the 
greatest time in my lif� right now . 

Subject No. i• s response is noteworthy, in �ddition , 

because it illustrates a peculia� kind of narrowing of 

temporal horizons found in several low PD subjec.ts . Because 

he was having a hard time at this point in �is life, he 

seemed unable to imagine. when things might be better ·for 

him personally and when the decision to have or not to have 

children might be based more on other considerations. 

Whether this apparent inability may be more usefully thought 

of as a concomitant of depres s ion than as a personality 

characteristic of relatively low PD individuals, however, 

is uncertain . In any event, the four subjects who displayed 

this behavior were all from the low PD group . Subject No . 17 
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(female) provided another example of narrow perspective in 

her re�ponse to the question of whether she thought the 

worst time of her life was in the past, �resent, . or future: 

· Now (without hesitation) � 

(Right now is?) 

Mm-hmm. 

(Uh, do you mind if I ask you what's, what's 
going on now that's so bad?) 

It ' s  just tha£-I'm at a point where I really 
don't know what to major in, 'cause things keep 
changin' and I'm just tryin ' to see what I can · 
do the best in . .• • 

Somehow current uncertainty about choosing a major seems a 

rather trivial concern . when compared to al l past and 

potential life tribulations . The impression gained, however, 

was precisely that· such � comparison was not made, that _ this 

individual was too bound to h�r immediate experience to take 

a broader perspective. In other words, she was unable (more 

than unwilling, it ·see�ed) to effect a "temporal decontextu­

alization, " which may be parallel to difficulty in overcoming 

embedding spatial contexts. Another subject (No. 16 , female) 

responded in similar fashion to this question: 

Right now I ' d say now because I ' m having trouble 
in school and I'm trying to you know make the 
finals to pass. 

(Mm-hmm.) 

And there ' re just one or two subjects that would 
kil l  me or make me . So, right now it ' s  right now. 
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Within some of the low PD group responses but within 

many more of the high PD group responses were indications of 

relatively well-defined senses of identity. These indica­

tions were most manifest in responses to the prospect of 

winning a million-dollar lottery. Subject No. 7 (male) ,  for 

example, remarked as follows � 

A million-dollar lottery. Um, now I've often 
thought about that-as any person · would, I think. 
Um, if I won a million dollars right now, it 
wouldn't change my life drastically, because­
I'm talking about mentally, the way I think-I 
would still continue to . go to school, I believe, 
and I would still try t9 attain the things, the 
goals that I want to attain . . . .  Seems like it 
would be nice to have, to say, "I've got

.
that 

there, " but uh to say that this million dollars 
is gonna change my whole life . .. I ' m  not like, 
I'm not that kind of person. 

Subj ect No. 15 · (male) �eflected : 

Well ; it wo�ldn't change me much-I'd . be the same 
person (with little hesitation ) -but uh a million 
dollars . .  � I'd probably put it in the bank and 
buy a couple of things that I need. I won ' t  go 
you know luxury buying : everything I see and like 
I wouldn't buy. It wouldn't change me much at all. 

Perhaps the clearest expression of self-definition was given 

by Subject No. 4 9  (female) :  

Money doesn ' t  have a very outstanding .effect on 
me. tt kind of you know-I don't need money much 
in my life. Like I could have money or I could not 
have money. I ' ve lived both ways and it doesn't 
really make a difference in my life. I like me · 
better without much money, because I have, you know, 
I have clearer values and things. 

Another distinction between the two groups gleaned 

during the course of the interviews was that low PD group 



members seemed impulsiv� when compared · to . high PD group 

subj�cts. Differences ir
i 

this respect were most apparent 

in responses to the question of · whether to choose $ 100 now 

or $200 a year from now. The following four low PD 

responses . (Subject Nos. 33 , fe�ale : 16 , female :. 60 , male : 

and ? 3 , female , respectively) are illustrative: . 

The 100 now . 

(Okay . Why ? ) 

Because I owe $10 6  to school . 

A $ 100 right now (with little hesitation) . 

(Why? ) 

Be�ause we're in the process of moving and it's a 
$ 100 deposit (laughs) � 

(There it would be . )  

Ri�ht . So I think I'd put the $10 0  down on the 
deposit . 

A $100 right now (without hesitation) . 

(Okay . Why?) 

'Cause I'm almost broke (laughs) and I need it 
now . And I'd just as soon . . .  who knows , there 
might not be next year for me (laughs) .· 

The $ 100 now (laughs) . 

(Okay . Why?) 

Because I'm broke (laughs) ! 

9 2  
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High PD group responses, on the other hand, tended to reflect 

more deliberation and perception of the future alternative 

as more viable-· even if it were not chosen . These qualities 

were exemplified in the responses of Subjects 7, male :  15, 

male : and 31, male. 

Um, right now, to say that I ' d  have a $100 more 
later . • . but I may not be here later · . . .  urn, 
should I take the money and run or . . .  I think 
when something is given like.that .• .. · . I think 
I ' d  just take the money . And not hang around for 
another $100 . To me $100 - is, it ' s  really not that 
much money, considering what I can do. Urn, if I . 
was given a $100 right now, I ' d  take it . · 

Uh, I ' ll say I'd take the $ 100 now. 

( Why ? )  

Uh, I ' ve got a lot of expenses on me now, whereas 
a year from now I think .I ' l l be financially a 
little better· off � 

(Mm-hmm. ) 

Urn, with the money I can save from my grant check 
and things like that . . . . Urn , my job ' l l  be paying 
a little bit more by then, I ' m  pretty sure . And 
I won ' t  need it as much • . I ' m  not saying that I 
won ' t  need it . 

(But not as much as you do now. ) 

Not as much as I do now . So many bil ls at Christmas 
time . • . I need the money now . 

I ' d  take the 100 now . 

(Why ? ) 

Well, right now I got a need for the 100 and a year 
from now I might need a lot more than that or I 
might not need anything. I plan on working, being 
working next ye�r . 



(You're not now?) 

Well, I've got a part-time job. It's enough to 
barely drag me along. 

A final observation regards the fact that there were 

nearly three times_�s many requests for clarification of 

questions from high PD group subjects as there were from 

low PD group members. Initially, this appeared to be a 
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contradiction with Wi�kin's descr�ption of field-independent 

individuals as more apt to define tasks for themselves than 

to rely upon others for assistance in this regard. Closer 

scrutiny, however, revealed th�t the assistance sought by 

these high PD person� usually was on quite specific points 

and could not be constru�d as the passive, global requests 

for d{rection theoretically characteristic of field-dependent 

individuals . Instead, these requests seemed to represent 

obsessionalism in individuals especially conc�rned with doing 

things "right.'_' It is in· this sense t_hat the concepts of 

field dependenrie and field independenc� mai require closer 

examination . For although the obsessional subj ects in the 

high PD group _were not dependent on the examiner to direct 

their interview behavior in a general sense, their behavior 

did have the quality of being directed . There was an_ implicit 

concern with and an attempt to be faithful to such principles 

as responding precisely to the interviewer ' s  questions, 

staying on track, and being "appropriate, " though the 



interviewer had not requested such behavior. On the 

contrary, interviewees were encouraged to respond however 

they wanted. 

9 5  

The foregoing suggests that the obsessional subjects in 

- the high PD gro�p, while no 16nger dependent upon external 

�oices of authority, remain dependent upon internal ones . 

The "shoulds" that these individuals se.e·m to live by may be 

understood as unassimilated dictates which once emanated 

from sign�ficant persons in their lives . These rules were 

introj ected or "swall.owed whole, " however, and now they 

emanate from within. It is misleading to describe such 

persons as "field-independent.·" Strictly speaking, they are 

not. It is just · that the "field" upon which they depend is 

an internalized one . 

Just as not all field-independent individuals live up 

to the definition of field independence, not all field­

dependent persons live up to the definition of field 

dependence . The investigator's growing belief that Witkin ' s  

concepts require reexamination will be illustrated by 

conc luding this discussion with a fiel�-dependent woman ' s  

(Subject No . 63) response to Question 2 .  Note how 

"dependent" she was on the interviewer to provide task 

definition. 



(All right. What I'm wondering is: do thoughts 
about the direction that the world is going in. 
enter into your plans to have children? )  

Yes. Okay , because to me children are rnaturin' 
so fast nowadays you know. I have a sister that's 
15 years old and when I was 15 I was �othing like 
the way she is today you know . They're so mature 
and it seems like even little children I've noticed 
two or three years old you know they know so much. 
Seems like they know so much more than I did when 
I was that young. And you know and and people are 
so open-.-which I think is good to a certain extent. 
But the people in the world today you know children­
they don't have respect anymore . ·  Parents don't 
teach their children respect . And they don't care 
you know. And sometimes people say: "Well , you · . 
know you can·' t be too strict on your children . "  
Well , you-I feel you haye to be strict to a certain 
extent , and then I thought you know what would it 
be like in this world bringin' up a child that you 
love you know being strict and okay and you start 
being strict with a . child and you know how peer 
groups are-they · have a tendency to say this and 
that about your parents or this and that about you. 

(Mm-hmm . ) 

Which okay I could care less about but you know it 
it's something else bringing up a child in . this 
world. And I feel like if I would you know if I 
had of been born earlier say maybe in the early 
1900's had a choice to be· born early say in the 
1900's and today , w�ll the time that I was , I 
would prefer the time that I was because okay now 
the children it ' s  like I you know keep constantly 
saying they're more intelligent urn there's a drive 
to become somebody you know . And and that is good 
whereas you know , especially being Black , children 
in 1900 that were born all they knew was j ust a 
farm and you know little thingi that that would 
make somebody else rich you know seem like they 
didn't focus on you know becoming somebody of their 
own and and reaching the utmost that they possibly 
could you know. And and that's important to me and 
you know I don't know when I have my children 
(laughs ) -s�e I was raised a little old-fashioned­

like you know , although r · was involved in various 
activities and stuff , my paren·ts you know we had 
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different values and stuff and and they taught me 
respect and how to be a lady and everything. And 
and. you know and-

(You like those values.) 

I love . those values, because to me nowadays we · have 
soffiany young people that . don't care anything about 
themselves, don't give respect to anyone else, do_n 't 
care whether or not they receive respect, and to me 
you know that's not a lady you know that's that's 
no quantities of a lad�. I feel like· there are too 
many females walkin' around with dresses that are 
not ladies . We got a lot of females and a lot of 
males in the world . And I feel the same about 
males, too, ·you know. And and then I ask myself: 
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"Well, how can you expect for a man or even anqther 
woman to give you respect when you don't even respect 
your own self you know ." . At one time I was really 

· hung up on this you know (smiling broadly) . But 
see when I have my children (giggles) you know I '  
want them to get the best education they possibly 
can . And I hope that I' 11 be in a ·situation where · 
I'll be able to give them all the things they need 
and some of the things they want . But I want them 
to learn there's �ore in life than being able to 
get what you want and· you know and and be wild­
when I mean "wild ":  not carin ' or respectin' 
yourself in a respectable manner or something 
like that . 

(You want to get across those values.) 

Definitelt you know I mean even though people might 
say: "It s a little old-fashioned this is · 19 80 you 
know . " Yeah, this is 19 8 0  but you know there is 
still the need to be a lady you know and to carry 
yourself in a man-like manner you know gentleman­
like you know. Because-oh I'm so glad you ' re 
talkin' about this ! 

( ?  ! ! ) 

This response is striking because of the extent to which the 

subject " went her own way, " rather than seeking guidance 

from, or at least checking with, the examiner � It was as 



if she were not even aware of the boundaries that most 

subjects seemed to find implicit in the question. The 
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point to be made is that while some field-dependent 

individuals beh�ve interpersonal ly in submissive, guidance­

seeking ways, others narcissistically ignore task definition 

set for them-much less · request dire.ct ion. The farmer 

subgroup would be described as interpersonally passive, 

the latter as narcissistic or hysteroid. Refining Witkin ' s  

�oncepts in light of such clinical observation is likely 

to improve the quality of research in this field .  

Conclusions and Recommendations 
for Future Research 

The present research was . undertaken to examine the 

relationship between psychological differentiation (PD) 

and future time perspective (FTP ) . Data were obtained 

from 60 college students using two standard tests of . PD 

and a variety of measures of FTP. 

The primary conclusion of the study is that there is 

a positive-though weak-relationship between PD and 

extension, coherenc�, and density of FTP, as predicted . 

While this conclusion appears to extend· the applicability· 

of Witkin's differentiation hypothesis, the unexpectedly 

low shared covariance between PD tests raises a question 

concerning how wel l  PD was measured and, perhaps, how 

robust a construct it is . Analysis of test results 
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suggests that the validity of the Articulation of Body 

C�ncept Scale (ABC) as a criterion measure of field 

dependence/psychological differentiation (FD/PD) . is 

uncertain. Therefore, investigators are cautioned about 

using the ABC until its validity has been. established .by 

future research and its relation to other measures of PD 

h�s been worked out. 

Another major conclusion, one that confirms previous 

research, is that FTP is not a unitary construct. For · 

this re�son, careful �pecification of, and research on, 

future time dimensicins is indicated . Researchers should 

sp�cify not only whether they are examining future 

· extension or future coherence, for example, but also 

whether they are irivestigating personal or impersonal 

future extension or future coherence. 

It is also concluded that further work ·on measures 

of PD and dimensions of FTP is needed. Validity studies 

on the ABC are cal led �or, as are reliability and validity 

research on the Future Events Test, the Future Density 

Test, the Time Metaphors Test, the Mississippi River Test, 

and watch wearing behavior . 

In ad6ition to assessing the value of existing 

instruments, development of new -tests would be useful. 

It i� recommended, however, that before proceeding 

researchers look closely at spec�fic task requirements 
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of the Witkin tests and the available tests of FTP 

dimensions . for a fuller understanding of the meaning of 

performance on these measures. For example, the. distinc­

tion between ·style and ability or expressive and coping 

behavior should be kept in mind. As measures of ability, 

Witkin's tests furnish only indirect data regarding 

stylistic preference. Most FTP tests, on the other hand, 

yield style rather than ability information. 

Another useful distinction is between fixity and 

mobility. Because Witkin's tests were designed to 

measure extent of differentiation, they do not distinguish 

between those who can produce highly differentiated . 

behavior (mobility ) and· those who must do so (fixity ) .  

For this reason, positive ability measures of FD are 

needed to identify field-independent mobile ·individuals, 

as w�ll as to better iilustrate the adaptive aspects of 

field-dependent behavior. Similarly, in developing 

ability tests of FTP dimensions, positive measures of 

both ends of these dimensions are recommended. This 

would permit identificatio·n of persons able to shift from 

long-range to short-range perspective, for instance, as 

the situation calls . for it. 

Finally, analysis of interview transcripts suggests 

that Witkin's field dependence and field independence 

concepts should not be expected to adequately describe 
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the behavior of al l individuals in all contexts. At least 

in interpersonal situations, some field-independent persons 

behave dependently while some field-dependent individuals 

_ perform independently. As such, caution should be 

exercised in terms · of ho� these concepts are utilized. 
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APPENDIX  A 

ARTICULATION OF BODY CONCEPT SCALE 

Rating·s of "l": 

This group consists of the most primitive drawings ; these 
drawings. characteristically mani fest most of the following 
signs of absence of differentiation { reflecting either 
complete lack of development and extreme inunaturity , or 
disintegration of a depressive nature) :  

Primitive Integration 

a. body parts stuck on to each other { head , neck , rump , 
limbs) , appendages · stuck on to torso or ·superimposed upon 
body outline (i. e � , transparencies of limbs ) .  

b. disintegration of fi�ure or appendages { i. e. , discontinu­
ing of body and/or appendages , fading out into confused 
scribbles or nothingness ) .  

c. arms {and/oi feet) �brup�ly ended by claws. 

d. sex characteristics and other features arbitrarily 
superimposed {e. g. , square representing female torso 
with two circles for breasts or dot · for bellybutton ; 
circles on limps representing joints , etc. ) .  

e. scribbled hair , or hat , stuck on to the top of head 
outline. 

Primitive Forms , Shape 

a. circle or oval heads , with no attempt at shaping 
hairline , .etc. 

b. facial features represented by ovals , circles , dots , 
with no attempt at expression. 

c. no , or very poor , attempt to approximate human shape , 
predominant use of rectangles and circles or ovals , 
representing all body parts ; unsophisticated use of 
scribbles , sticks t'or limbs. 
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No Attempt at Realistic or Symbolic Representation 
by . Means· of Detailing 

a. empty drawings, bare outlines. 
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b. no representation either of clothing . or of nude body, or 
inconsistency in representation (e. g. , buttons, but no 
other indication of clothing, no neckline, cuffs, etc. ) .  

. . 

c. gross body outlines, representation of barest essentials 
(i. e. , head, torso, appendages, with all minor and many 
major omi�sions) . 

d .  barest essentia1s of facial features (i. e. , eyes, nose, 
mouth, often eyebrows, occasionally ears, all represented 
by primitive forms) . 

Unmodu�ated, Uncontrolled Line 

Ratings of " 2" : 

This group consists of slightly less primitive drawings. 
�hile still quite undifferenti�ted in nature and quality, 
drawings in this group show a. markedly higher level of 
integration of body parts (all subjects at least attempt to 
integrate arms, legs, ·neck, and head, though some suc·ceed 
very poorly) . Some attempt at representation of the human 
body shape is manifest, . with either some indication of 
clothing or some isolated basic . detail of the bare body � 
Facial features are generally more. detailed, a bit less 
primitive, with some drawings in this group showing definite 
facial expression. There are no omissions of basic features 
(all figures have ears, neck, hands-or at least a somewhat . 
rationalized omission of only one of these features) . Lines 
are more consistent and deliberate. 

Ratings of " 3 " : 

This group consists of drawings which are intermediate in all 
the areas evaluated in the primitivity-sophistication scale. 
Characteristically ,  these drawings are adequate in ievel of 
integ�ation, form, detailing , and individual facial expres� 
sions. These productions manifest no relatively outstanding 
sophistication or complexity, on the one hand, nor signs of 
extraordinary lack of differentiation or of disintegration, 
on the other. 
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Ratings of " 4 " : 

This �ro�p contains drawings which , while not superior in al l 
areas 9f the rating scale , show a relatively high degree of 
sophistication in one or several aspects. The level of 
integration is good and the attempt at representation of the 
human shape and of realistic proportions is marked; there is 
an emphasis on detailing and facial expression. However , 
the end product .appears . less deliberate , the lines le�s 
decisive , the drawings less skil lful and in particular .the 
head treatment is less sophisticated than that of drawings. 
placed in Group " 5. "  

Ratings of "5":  

This group ·consists of the most sophisticated . drawings� These 
drawings are charact'erized by' great emphasis on detail of 
head , fac� , . expr�ssion , as well  as clothing and/or body 
·features , shape , and sex characteristics (often excessively 
narcissistic) , combined with not only an attempt · at , but 
very skil lful achievement of ratitjnal , consistent integration 
of. body .parts , clothing , and accessories , decisively and 
purposeful ly drawn. 
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SORTING CRITERIA FOR INTERVIEWEE RESPONSES 

TO QUESTIONS 1 ,  2 ,  6 ,  7 ,  AND 8 

· Question 1: Have you taken out any insurance policies? 
(If not) .why not? 
(-If so) wh�t kinds? Why? 

General sorting criterion: Sort responses on the basis 
of degree of cognitive clarity ·and articulation . 

Specific sorting guidelines: Does person know whether 
or not he ' s  covered? 
If so , does he know under what kinds . of polici�s 
he ' s  covered? . 
Clear , precise statements vs . ·imprecise , qualifying 

·adjectives ·. 
The fact of having or not having insurance is 
irrelevant to the grouping . The question is: how 
clear , · coherent ; wel l-organi zed is the thinking 
about ins�rance , as refl�cted in .the responses? 

Sorting should be based on the overall  impression , after 
taking into consideration the specific cues suggested 
above . 

Responses rela�ively high ( compared  to other responses) 
in degree of cognitive clarity and articulation · 
should be put in one group ; re latively low responses 
should be put . in a separate group . There should b� 
10 responses in each group when sorting is completed . 

Question 2: Do you plan to have chi ldren? 
(If not) why · not? 

. ( If so) do thoughts about the direction the 
world is going in enter into your plans to 
have children? 

General sorting criterion: Sort responses on the basis 
of degree of articulation of the vision of the future . 

Specific sorting . guidelines: How clear is the vision? 
How detailed? 
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To what extent.does the person di f ferentiate 
probable future sociopolitical events from personal 
ones ( i . e . , childrearing) and conceptualize how the· 
former · may impinge upon the latter, and/or vice v� rsa? 
Evidence of multiple perspective. 
Dif ferentiation of own needs/wishes from those of 
the unborn children. 

A�ain, sorting should be based on overall impr�ssion. 

High and low ie�ponses in terms of degree of _articulation 
are to be . put _ in separate group�. 

Question· 6: I f  you learned ·today that you were about to lose 
all sight in both eyes, what changes in your life 
would you anticipate? 

General sorting ciiterion: Sort responses on the b�sis 
of  degree of articulation of  the vision of the 
future. 

Specific sorting guidelines: How clear is the vision? 
To what extent are potential obstacles to goals 
envisioned? 
Are problems co�ceived of in only one area or in 
several (e. g. , physical, social, occupational, 
emotional) ?  

Question 7: I f  you won a million-dollar lottery today, how 
wou�d it change your life? 

General sorting criterion: Sort responses on the basis 
of  degree of articulation of the vision of the 
future. 

Specific sorting guidelines: How clear is the vision? 
To what extent are external and internal changes 
dif ferentiated? · · 

. 
Are changes seen . in only functional terms (i. e. ,  
what the person would do dif ferently) or also in 
more abstract terms · (i:e. , how his situation would 
change or not; how the rules of his current life 
would change or not) ? 



Question 8: If you could have either $ 100 now or $200 a 
year from now, which wo�ld you choose? Why? 
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General sorting criterion: Sort responses on the basis 
of de�ree to which the future alternative seems to 
be weighed in ·the choice-making. 

Specific sorting guidelines: If the person chooses the 
future alternative, it probab ly indicates high 
weight given to it in the choice-making � 
If the person chooses the present alternative, the 
weight given the future one· may be high or low . 

For some subj ects, present need/want is the 
only reference and there is no deliberation 
( low group) . . . 
For other· sub jects, present need/want outweighs 
the future one . · 

To the extent · that the future alternative 
seems , a real-even though less preferable­
option, score high . 

· To the extent that the future alternative 
seems to have little, if any, quality as a 
viab le choice to the subject, score low . 
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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS OF .THE 10 HIGHEST 

AND 10 LOWEST PD SUBJECTS 

Subject # 4-Female ; High PD Group 

1. I: Okay . The first one is: have you .taken out any 
insurance policies ?  

S: Not on myself. My father has . 

I: He has . · ·okay. Do you know what kinds he has ? 

S: Life insurance and auto insurance . 

I: Life insurance on - you? 

S: Mm-hmm. 

I: And auto insurance . Any other . kinds ?  

S: · That ' s all I know of . · 

I: Okay . Um , why has he taken them out instead of you? 

. s : Because 

I :  Mm .  

he ' s  always done it . 

S: I mean I just turned 18 . And he ' s  always handled 
this . 

2. I: Um , okay , the next one is: do you plan to have 
children? 

S: Yes . 

I: You do . Okay. My question is , um: do thoughts 
about the direction that the world is going in enter 
into your plans to have children? 

Note: Transcripts of the high PD group are presented 
first ; those of the low PD group f6llow . I =  Interviewer : 
S = Subject. 
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S :  No 

I :  No . 
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S :  I ' m  plannin ' on havin ' some kids , no matter what ' � 
happening . 

I :  

S :  

. I :  

I :  

No matter what ' s happening in the -world . Have 
anythin� more you want . to say about that? 

Uh-uh . 

That ' s  it . 

Um , al l right , the next one is : do yo� think that 
the best time of your l ife is behind you , ahead of 
you , �  with you now?· 

S :  Ahead of me . 

I :  Ahead of you� Um , about how old do you think you ' l l 
be when that best time happens? 

S :  Between 20 and 30 . 

I :  Sometime betwe�n 20 and 30 . Any specific things you 
. think wil l  happen during that time? 

· s : I ' l l  get married and have two children , probably . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

_ 4 .  I :  Um , okay . On the other side of that : do you think 
the worst time · of  your li fe is behind you , ahead of 
you , or with you now? 

S :  I think it ' s  ahead of me . 

I :  You think it ' s  ahead of you . Al l right . About how 
old do you think you ' ll be when that happens? 

S :  About . . .  between 50 and 60 . 

I :  Between 5 0  and 60 ? May I ask what ybu think wil l  
happen th_en? 

S :  My kids ' l l leave home and I ' l l be sad ' cause they ' re 
gone . 

I :  Mm .  



5 .  I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S :  
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All right . Next one is: do you most often daydream 
about the past, the present, or the future? · 

All of them . 

All. of them . 

I daydream all the time . 

If you had to say which one you daydream about the 
most . ? 

The present . 

I: · The present? 

. S :  Mm-hmm . 

6 .  I: All right . I. have some "if "  questions for you now . 
Uh, if you· learned today that you were about to lose 
all sight in : both eyes, what changes in your life 
would you anticipate? · 

S: What I think would happen? 

I: (Nods) . 

. S: I ' d  probably stay· home all the time . · I probably 
would� ' t  be able to do the things I usualiy do . 
Like I go skatin ' a lot and I can ' t  do that blind . 
Most of the people I hang around with are active, · 
and I wouldn ' t  be able to see them as much anymore . 
�robably I wouldn ' t  get married, because I wouldn ' t  
go out to meet .people . 

I :  Mm . 

S: I ' d  just stay at home . 

I :  Any other changes that you see? 

S: I ' d  probably stay home with my parents for the rest · 
of my life . That ' s  it . 

I: Not a happy thing to happen . 

S :  No . 
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7. I: . This might be happier , this next one: if you won a 
million-dollar lottery , uh-if you won it today­
how would it change your life? 

S: It ' d  make· me real happy ( laughs ) .  I ' d  give a bunch 
of it to charity and take-I would take some. 

I :  Mm. 

S: And I ' d  get me a 2ADZ. 

· I: A what? 

S: 2ADZ. 

I: What ' s that? 

S: A car. 

I :  Oh . 

s : · An expensive car . . .  I wouldn ' t  do anything 
different , �eally. 

I: Mm-hmm. 

S: Just live and do what I wanted to. 

8. I: All right.· Next one is: if you could have either 
a $ 100 right now or $200 a year from now , which 
would you choose? 

S: The 100 right now (without hesitation) .  

I :  Okay .  Why? 

S: It ' d  probably be worth more than _the ,200 next year. 
And I need some m6ney righi now (laughs ) .  

I : Mm-hmm. 

S: I ' d  spend it rather quick. 

I: Mm-hmm. 

S: So , that ' s all. 

I: All right. 
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Subject # 7-Male � High PD Group 

1 .  I: Okay, the first question is: have you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

S: Ah, you mean personally? 

I: . Mm-hmm . 

S: Urn, I myself, no . 

I: Uh, is there any reason why not? 

S: Urn, I haven't-I'm sure there's an insurance poli�i 
on me with my parents but I haven't gotten .any for 
myself .. The only reason I haven't done it is I 
haven't really had the extra money for something 
like that . I '.ve taken insurance out on my ear-

l: Oh, you have car insurance? 

S: Oh, okay , if you want to put it that way . 

I: Yeah, any kind 6f insurance-

s : Okay . Car insurance . 

I: You have car insurance .. Any other kinds of insurance? 

S: No� I have car insurance for collision . As far as 
life insurance, or home insurance, or things like 
that-no . 

I: Health insurance? 

S: No . Well, my father .works at Schl{tz and his company 
takes care· of all that . 

I: So that would cover you . 

S: That would cover me very well-85% .  

2 .  r: Okay . Urn, next one is: do you ·plan to have children? 

S: Yes . 

I: You do . All right . Do thoughts about the direction 
the world is going in enter into your plans to have 
children? 
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S: As far as whether my child could live in the world 
today, the way it ' s  going right now? 

I: (Nods) . 

S: Um, it sure should bother everyone, it should, you 
know, sure people should think about the k{nd of . 
world they ' d  be bringing a child · into, I mean, what 
they have to expect for the qhild . · That's normal, 
it seems to me . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: But, uh, as far as me taking time to think "could my 
kid accept this or that" or you know, it ' s  kind of 
difficult-it ' s  a little bit off in· the future for 
me right now . . .  I am . concerned, sure . . .  If you 
weren ' t  concerned you · wouldn ' t  be a reliable parent, 
I wouldn ' t  think . 

I: Sure . It's j ust not a constant thing for you now . 

s : · �ight . It's not like � daily routine . 

I: You ' re not just _about. to have any kids-

S: No, hopeful ly not ( laughs) . Kids are fine, but . . .  

;: But not at this point . 

S: Not at th�s point, no . 

3: I: Okay . Al l right, do you think the best time of your 
life is behind you, ahead of you, or with you now? 

S: Oh, it ' s  definitely going to be ahead of me . What 
I ' ve experienced so far h�s been fine, but there ' s  
so many more things to look forward to, so many more 
big happenings in my life . I enjoy more and more · 
. . .  it ' s  gonna be-if I have a positive attitude 
like that, it ' s  gonna be . . .  living in the past, 
that ' s  not for me . I think I have most of my 
accomplishments ahead of me . 

I: Mm-hmm . How old do you think you ' l l  be when the best 
time of your life is? 

S: When ah I ' l l  be most happy or I can say that I have 
the most or? 
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I: Well , I ' ll just leave that kind of vague: " the best 
time of your life." 

S: The best time of my life . 

I: When do you think that will be? 

S: I would probably say. when I ' m established in my 
marriage . and probably have my first , my-two or 
three kids . . .  maybe when I ' m , say , 30 or 3 3 ,  3 4. 
I wouldn't have experienced any old age or those 
kind of feelings yet. There may be some kind of 
traumas in my life • . . But I ' d  say about 33 or 3 4 ,  
' cause then I ' ll be established in a job .and I ' ll be 
more settled down and better able to handle things. 
So , about 30 , 3 3 , 35 -somewhere around there. 

I: . Um , how old are you now? 

S: Nineteen. 

I: Nineteen. 

4. I: All right. On the other side , · do you think the worst 
time of . your life is behind you , ahead of you , or 
with you now? 

S: . I would say the worst time is behind me (unhesitat­
ingly) . Last year was pretty shitty. So , for me 
personally , it really can ' t get worse than it was 
the last .two years. Um , I think my worst time in 
my life is in the past. · I ' ve got it behind me. I 
can ' t conceive of . anything worse than the last year 
for me. 

I: Last year was the pits , huh? 

. s :  It was really a bad year for me . I ' d  like to think 
things are going to go better for me. 

I: So the worst time was about 18. 

S: For me it was the year 18-so far it ' s  been my worst. 

I: Mm-hmm. 

5. I: Okay. The next one is: do you most often daydream 
about the past , the present , or the future? 
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S :  I think I dream mostly about the .present . Righi now, 
I ' m  the kind of person who's more in touch �ith what 
I'm doing right now and what I feel right now . And, 
I don't really, I try not to live in ·the past-if I 
do, there's probably a reason or something .  I don't 
daydream in the past . I look for answers to problems 
in the past, but uh, the future's got so many 
questions for me I don't really dream about the 
future that much . The . things I can change are in 
the present . 

6 :  I :  Next : if you learned today that you were about to 
lose all sight in both eyes, what changes in your 
life would you anticipate? 

S :  I would have .to seek a lot. more help from ·other 
people, a lot more-I· think I ' d  have to think about 
· people's relationships I have right now and be able 
to understand what they feel . Urn , it'd cause a lot 
of seif-exarnination, I think, fo� me . Urn, a lot of 
things- I ' d  get more in touch with a lot of things 
·if I knew something drastic like that was gonna . 
happen . 

I :  Mm-hmm . · 

S :  Urn, it'd be pretty strange you know saying one day 
you would lose your sight . Urn, it'd be very, very 
traumatic, I ' m  sure . Ah, I ' d  be seeking more and 
more help ·from other people . Uh, I ca� ' t-it's hard 
for me to conceive of myself like maybe forever being 
put in a wheelchair and having to adjust myself to 
this kind of situation . I think it ' d  be difficult 
for ·me ' bu't uh eventually I· think I I d  survive . 

I : Mm-hmm . 

S :  And I think I ' d  be happy, too . ' Cause I personally 
think I could survive no matter what I ' d  have to do 
. . .  But . I ' m  not saying it wouldn ' t  be difficult .  

I :  Yeah . Any other changes that you would anticipate? 

s :  Urn, · changes to myself . . . . seems like I ' d-if you 
went through something like that-I think you ' d  come 
back down to earth a little more - and just really 
live with things and see what I ' ve got to do and you 
know quit the · bullshitting around and everything . 
And, seems like with something like that, you're 
limited in so many ways that you have to start 
making do with what you have . 



I : Mm-hmm • 

S: So it would be a tremendous strain. 

I : Mm-hmm. 

7. I: O�ay. Here ' s  another "if"  : -

S: These are tough ! 
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I: If you won a million-dollar lottery today, how would 
it change _ your life? 

S: A million-dollar lottery. Um, now I ' ve often thought 
about that. As any person would, I think. Um, if .I 
won a million dollars right now, it wouldn ' t  change 
my life drastically-I ' m  talking about mentally, the 
way I think-because _I would still continue to go to 
school, I believe, and I would still try to attain 
the things� the goals that I want to . attain. But . 
yet, everything would seem a lot easier to me. I 
would have the things that I want and-one time you 
asked, "when do you think you ' ll have all the . things 
that you want"-! think that ' d  come a lot sooner for 
me. And u� with these materialistic things there ' s  
gotta be a lot of growing, �oo . I think it ' d  be a 
very nice-I think I ' d invest it all, too. But it 
still-it wouldn ' t  change the goals ! · pave for me 
right now, I don ' t think. Um, sure it ' d  be nice but 
that ' s  something I ' d  end up-I wouldn ' t  grow dependent 

· on it, though, I don ' t  think . It ' d  be nice to have 
but . . . 

I: But . you wouldn ' t  give it back, �hough.· 

S: No, I ' d take it. 

I: You ' d  take it. You wouldn ' t  turn i t  back in. 

S: No, I wouldn ' t  be a religious soul and turn it back 
to the church. I ' m  not like that. 

I: Any other changes that you could foresee? 

S: I don ' t think I ' d  be too materialistic-oriented, like 
I wouldn ' t  have to go out and spend a lot of money. 
Seems like it would . be nice to have, to say, "I ' ve 
got that there, " but uh to say that this million 
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dollars is gonna change my whole life • • .  I'm not 
like, I'm not that kind of person . I would · use it, 
sure, but to say · it's gonna rule my life, this 
million dol lars I'm gonna hoard it and make sure 
nobody steals it or something like this • . . Sure, 
it would be important to me, but to say it would 
rule my life . • it wouldn't . 

I: Mm-hmm. 

8 .  I: The last question is: if you could have either $ 10 0  
now or $20 0  a year from now, which would you choose? 

S: Hmm . Me per.sonal ly? 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: Um, right now, to say that I ' d  have a $ 10 0  more later 
. • .  but I may not be here later . . .  um, should I 
take the money and run or . . .  I think when something 
is given like that . . .  I think I'd just take the 
money . And not hang around for another $ 10 0 . To me 
a $ 10 0  is, it's real ly not that much money, · considering 
what I can do . Um, if I was given a $ 10 0  right now, 
I'd take it . 

I: - .Okay . Could you tel l  me a little bit more about why? 

S: Um, I'm not a very patient person, really . Uh, I 
· would take the $ 10 0  because of the variables around 
it, because of the possibility of me not even being 
ther� and al l .  Uh, I think that- if I had some way 
of transferring the $ 10 0  or $20 0 to someone else if 
I weren't there, then maybe I ' d do that, but to say 
that . . .  I would take the money right now . Because 
it seems more substantial to me or is less of a 
question . I'm not one to go on daub� . I l ike to be 
pretty sure, to analyze everything, . to real ly know 
what I'm trying to reach . I think there's too many 
questions and too many variables in there in these 
times and I'd rather take the money now . 

I: Al l right . 
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Subject # 8-Male ; High PD Group 

1 .  I: Okay . The first qu�stion is: have you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

2 .  

S: On myself? 

I :  Mm-hmm . . 

S: Right now I'm covered under my father's, as long as 
I'm a student . 

I: . What kind of insurance is this? 

S: Uh, major medical, dental, life-all the good stuff . 

I: Health? 

S: Right . 

I: Any other insurance? 

S: My mother has insurance on the car that I drive . 

I: Okay, uh, is there any reason why you haven't taken 
insurance out on yourself? 

S: · can't affoid ·to right now ( unhesita�ingly) . I just 
turned 18 last April and it would be impo�sible now . 
I'm still trying to buy a car . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

Okay . Next question is: do you plan to have 
children? 

Yeah . 

You do . 

Two of 'em . 

Two . Um, do thoughts about the direction the world 
is going in enter into your pl

°

ans to have children? 

Yeah, I was just thinking about that . I know it's 
gonna _ get rougher and rougher, and uh I still gotta 



have children. I gotta have a guy. I' m the last 
of my line so I ' ve got to . • . let the s .  name 
carry on in the world. 

I: �ou' re the only guy in the family? 

S: Right. I' m the only one left. All the · r�st of 
them are too ·old or impotent. 

I: So it' s all on your shoulders. 

S: Yup (laughs) . Gotta have a guy. 

I: That ' s a big responsibility. 

S: Yeah. 
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3. I: Okay, the next one is: do you think the best time 
of your life is behind you, ahead of you, 0rwith 
you now? 

4 .  

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I :  

S: 

I: 

Ahead of me·. 

Ahead of you. How old do you think you' ll be when 
that time comes_? 

_ Probably about 26, 27-that ' s  when I ' ll be out· of 
school, married, and getting settled down. · 

: You ' re going to graduate school? 

Yeah. Law school . . .  Providing I ' m still here in 
four years (laughs) .  

And you said right now you ' re 18 ? 

Right. · 

All right. On the other side of the coin: do you 
think the worst time of your life is behind you, 
ahead of you, or with you now? 

S: Behind me. 

I: Behind you. How old were you then? 

S: Fifteen. Fifteen through 18. 

I: Mm-hmm. 



. 5 . 

6 .  

7 .  

8 .  

I: 

S :  

I: 

I :  

Um , the next one is: do you most often · daydream 
about the past , the present , or the future? 

Future . 

Future . 
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Ok.ay . Here are some II if II  questions: if you learned 
today that you were.about to lose all sight in both 
eyes , what changes in your life would you anticipate? · 

S: I ' d have to become more dependent . You know I ' d  

I: 

s :  

I: 

S :'  

I: 

I: 

s :  

I: 

s :  

I: 

have to give. up driving myself ·to school the way I 
do now . 

Mm-hmm . 

Um , there ' d · be other changes . I ' d have to change my 
attitudes . 

�nything else? Any ot�er changes yo� could foresee? 

Yeah . I might have to change my choice of careers 
I can ' t  think of anything else . 

Mm-hmm . 

Okay . He·re ' s another II if " :  if you won . a million­
dollar lottery today , how would it change your life? 

It wouldn ' t  change that much . I ' d  keep working . The 
way it ' s  going you need a lot of money . 

The way it ' s  going? 

Yeah . · With inflation and price rises . a million 
dollars doesn ' t  go as far as it used to . 

Mm-hmm . 

I: All right . Um , if you could have either · $ 100 now or 
$200 a year from now , which would you choose ?  

S: A 100 now (without hesitation) .  

I: Why? 
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S: 'Cause I need the $ 100 now desperately, and 'cause 
the $200 won ' t be worth as much ( a  year from now) 
in buying power. 

I :  Okay . 
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Subject #15-Male; High PD Group · 

1. I: All· right.. The first one is: have · you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

S: Do I have any on me? 

I: · Uh-huh. 

S: Car insurance . . . yeah, that '· s about it . My mother 
has some insurance on me . I do� ' t kriow too much about 
insurance policies . 

I: Okay . She has car insurance on a car that you drive? 
Do you own the car yourself? 

S: - It ' s  in her name but I drive it . 

I: Any other kinds of _insurance? 

S: That ' s about it . And insurance on me in case I die. 
That ' s about all ! · know about . 

2. I: Okay . Um, ·do you plan to have children? 

S: -Yes. 

I: All right . Um , what I ' m  wondering is: do thoughts 
about the direction that the world is going enter 
into your plans to have children? 

S: Yeah . 

I: Can you tell me a little bit about that? 

S: You mean a limit on the number· of · children I ' ll have? 
The world situation-the way it ' s  gonna be-I plan to 
raise a family , of about five , I believe, �nd as moral 
as possible because in this bad world you need all 
the more moral people . 

I: Say that again. 

S: All the more moral people, to help . 

I: All the more moral-

s :  Moral people . 
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I:  Moral people. 

S: I think I ' d  like to have five. That ' s a lot according 
to today ' s  standards. 

I:  Uh-huh. 

S: I guess it ' d  be helping the population explosion, 
but I think having more moral children would help. 

I:  I see what you ' re saying. You ' re wanting to bring 
more moral people into the world-

s :  Yes. 

I: Believing that the world needs more moral people. 

S: Yes. I ' m  not doing it from the viewpoint of having 
too many kids , it ' s  j�st . . .  I don ' t know. I ' m 
kind of confused. 

3. I:  bkay. Urn, let me ask �ou another one. Urn , do you 
think the best time of your life is behind you, ahead 
of you, or with yo"u now? 

S: Urn, ahead of me . 

. I: . How old do you think you ' ll be when . that time comes ? 

S :  About uh 40. 

I: Forty . 

S :  Mm-hmm. 

I:  And how old are you now? 

S :  Eighteen. 

I :  Eighteen. 

4. I: All right. Now on the other s i de of that: do you 
think the worst time of yo�r life is behind you , 
ahead of you, or with you now? 

S: Ahead. 

I: Ahead of you. How old do you think you ' ll be when 
that time comes ? 



5. 

S :  

I: 

S: 

Twenty-five or so. 

Twe·nty-five or so. 

Mm-hmm. 

1 3 0  

I: Urn, is there something particular that you expect to 
happen around then? 

S: 

I: 

I: 

Well, maybe a war-. something ·1ike that. 

Mm-hmm. 

Okay . Do you· rnost often daydream about the past, 
present� or future? 

S: Future. 

I: . Future. 

6. I: All right. Now I have some " if" questions for you: 
if you learned today that you were about to lose al l 
sight in both eyes, what changes in your life would 
you anticipate? 

S: Well, there ' d  be .a lot of changes, because right now 
I ' m  trying to get my pilot ' s  license and you have to 
see to fly . And in my future I plan to be in aviation 
-probably for my whole life.· So I ' d  just have ·to 
change everything �round . I don ' t  know what I'd do. 

I: It'd really throw a monkey wrench into . your plans. 

s : Mm-hmm . 

I: Any other changes that you could anticipate? 

S: It might be harder to find a wife . A blind man, you 
know . A woman prefers a · rnan who can see. She 
doesn ' t  have to be there all the time. And it would 
affect my plans of going and seeing things that I 
haven '.t seen yet that I want to see. 

I: Mm-hmm. 

7. I: Okay . Urn, if you won a · rnil lion-dollar lottery today, 
how would it ch.ange your life? 
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S: Well, it wouldn ' t  change me much-I ' d  be the same 
person (with little hesitation)-but uh a million 
dollars . . .  I ' d probably put it in the bank and 
-buy a couple of things that I need . I won ' t go 
you know luxury buying: everything I see and like 
I wouldn ' t  buy . It wouldn ' t  change me much at all . 

I: . You said you wouldn ' t  go luxury buying? 

S: No (emphatically) .  

I: Any other changes that you could foresee? 

S: No . 

8 .  I: Okay . Next one is: if you could have eithe� $100 
now or $200 a year from now, which would you choose? 

S: Uh, I 1 ll . say I ' d take the $100 now . 

I :  Why? 

S: Uh, I ' ve got a lot of expenses on . me now, whereas a 
year from · now I think. I ' ll be financially a little 
better · off . 

I : · Mm-hmm . 

S: Um, with the money I can save from my grant check 
and things like that . 

I: Grant check? 

S: Grant check, yeah . You know, school . money . 

I: School money . 

S: Yeah . Um, my job ' ll be paying a little bit inore by 
then, I ' m  pretty sure .  And I won ' t  need it as much . 
I ' m  not saying that I won ' t need · it . 

I: · But not as much as you do now . 

S: Not as much as I do now . So many bills at Christmas 
time . . .  I need the money now . 
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Subject # 18-Female; High PD Group 

1 .  I: Okay . The first one is: have you taken out any 

2 .  

insurance policies? 

S: No • • .  is the rest of the campus? 

I: Well , some ·of them are and some of them- . 

S: No , see I just· moved and I was on my father's 
insurance . Now , I ' m  trying to get on my mother's . 
See I'm just gonna see if I can get it through 
here at Memphis State-

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

s :  

I : 

S: 

What pol icy are you talking about? 

Hospitalization , life· insurance , anything ( laughs) ­
! don't have_ any insurance now except car insurance . 

That you do have? 

Mm-hmm . 

Did you take that out.yourself? 

Mm-hmm . 

Al l right . ·  Second question: do you plan to have 
chi ldren? 

No (with l ittle hesitation) . 

No . Um , why not? 

I don't know , I guess it just seems like it would be 
too painful . And I guess . . .  I guess I just-
didn't have a .very happy chi ld chi ldhood , so it's 
. • .  I remember when I was growing up , we weren't 
very financial ly well  off . 

I: So you're kind of thinking about that-your finances? 

S: Mm-hmm . And . • .  it's just the way it is . . .  
there ' s  just ( laugh$) too many people in the world . 
It's not that I don't want to have a qhi ld , yoti 
know . I really don't know what ' s involved . I 
haven � t  ever really thought about it very much . 
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I: Mm-hmm . But um you're saying that some of the things 
that ·are going on like in the world . sort of - at large 
have affected your feelings about having children? 

S: Mm-hmm . 

I: Could you say anthing more about that? 

S: That's all, really . . .  It just seems that . 
it's so hard and painful (laughs nervously) . 

· r: Painful to actually . be pregnant? 

S: Yeah (laughs nervously) . Seems like it· would be 
painful . Like uh my mother: she had five children 
but she had to have a-·is it called a Caesarian­
what do you call it? 

I: Caesar1an section . 

S: She had to have that twice . After she had her first 
two children, she wasn't supposed to have children 
anymore . 

I: Oh . 

S: When I was urn a baby, I was I was· born a little bit 
· premature . And there was nothing they could do about 
it . And they they almost had to um-she almost had 
to have an abortion, 'cause I was trying to come 
way too early-

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: And she was in a lot of pain . She j ust had a 
real , she's had a . real hard time with . • . all 
those times . 

I: And you think if yours would be anything like that­

s : Yes . Unless . . .  they weren't sure what was wrong 
. . .  seems like it was really hard, but she lived 
through it . But the doctor said that my mother . 
urn if only-they had-it you know it you know it 
was rare that she didn't die from it . Only one 
doctor said there was only one way that she could 
ever conceive-she's told me and told me about this 
since I was little . It was a long time ago; I can't 
rememl;>er what the reason was that she can't have any 
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more kids. But he . . .  he said there was one way 
and so . . .  It must sound pretty weird (laughs 
nervously) . But she almost had. an abortion when I 
was five months .· . .  pregnant. 

I: Mmm . And the whole process was painful as far as 
she was concerned . 

S :· Mm-hmm. 

I: Al l right.· We're gonna change gears here . These 
questions are not always wel l-meshed from one to 
another. 

3. I: Um, next one is, I'm wondering: do you think that 
the best time of your life is behind . jou, ah�ad of 
you, �with you now?· 

4 .  

S: Um, I guess it would be now . 

I: Now . Okay. 

S: The best time seems like · col_lege because . 

I: Because what? 

S: - Because I'm having fun in col lege . I'm meetin' a 
lot of people. The worst is past, I'm sure . 

I: How old are you now? 

S: Eighteen . 

I: Eighteen . 

I :  . All right . 
answered: 

S: Is past. 

I: Is past. 

S: Mm-hmm. 

The next question I think you just 
do you think the worst time of your life-

I: Okay. Could you say about how old you were when that 
time was? 
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S: .One of the times was-. my mother was divorced twice. 
First time was really hard. Me me and my brother, 
we had to stay in an orphanage. I was two years 
old . And we stayed there until she remarried, and 
he had to adopt us back. So, that was one time . .' 
I realize- I'd have to sit here and tel l  you about 
two hours-it's a long story-

! :  Wel l, _ you know-. 

S: All of the, you know, I just-you know couldn't-

! :  Sure. Wel l, this is not really what we're here for. 
You don't need to tel l  me personal things like that . 

S: It doesn't bother me. 
somebody about it . 

'Cause it feels good to tell  

5. I: Okay . .Um next one is: do you most often daydream 
about the pait, the present, or the future? 

S: Mm, I guess the present. I don't real ly daydream 
that much. Sometimes I.do, but I guess not a lot. 

I :  Okay . 

S: I think about it (the past) . I wouldn't �ay I dream 
about it .. . I live in the present ( laughs) . 

I: All right. 

6 .  I: · I have some "if"  questions for you now: if you 
learned today, G, that you were about to lose all 

. sight in both eyes, what changes in your life would 
you anticipate? 

S: Probably wouldn't go to college anymore ( laughs) . I 
wouldn't .· · . be totally depressed about it-I 
wouldn't kil l  mysel f over it . . .  

I: Anything-any other changes? 

S: I wouldn't socialize? 

I: You know, anything that you might see that would be 
different. 

S: I j ust wouldn't be able to see. 
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7 .  I: All right . Okay . Here's another "if": if you won 
a million-dollar lottery today, how would it change · 
your life? 

S: (Laughs) . Oh, I'd buy the most beautiful wardrobe in 
the world . I'd get a new car (laughs) . I guess I'd 
just invest the rest of it . I'd still go to college 
. . .  It would just be . easy-did I win? . 

I: Did you win? No, sorry . This is just ·an ."if'' . 
(laughs) . 

s·: Oh, darn (laughs) . 
. . 

I: This is an "if . "  Any other changes that you could 
see? 

S: I'd just be real happy (laughs) . 

I: Yeah . 

8 .  I: . Okay . Next· is: If yob could have either $ 100 now 
or $200 a year from now,. which would you choose? 

S: Mmrn .  I · guess the 100 now . 

I: Okay . Why? 

S: �ecause I could use it . . .  to buy some Christmas. 
presents . . .  

I: All right . 
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Subject # 19-Male; High PD Group 

1. 

2. 

I: 

s :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

s :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

. s :  

I : 

Okay . The first question is: have you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

No 

No. Okay . Uh, ·any reason why not? 

Well, my mc;>ther's got some. 

Your mother has some . . . you mean covering you? 

Right. 

What kind of insuranc� policies? 

Ummm, mostly medical . 

All right . Um, okay the next one: do you plan to 
have children? 

Mm-hmm . 

Yes? 

{Nods) . 

Okay .' What I ' m  wondering is, do thoughts about the 
direction the world ·is going enter into your decision 
to have children? 

S: No . Not really . It ' s  just a problem, really-there's 
nothing you can do about it . 

I: But I mean do you think about events that are going on 
in the world, and does that kind of make you either 
want to have kids or not want to have kids? 

S: Not really . 

I: It doesn't . Okay . 

3. I: Okay the next one: do you think the best time of 
your life, M, is behind you, ahead of you, or with 
you now? 



S :  Probably now . 

I: Probably with you now? 

S :  Yeah . 

I: Okay, and how old are you now? 

S :  Nineteen . 

I: Nineteen . 

4 .  I: All right, on the other side of the coin , do you 
think the worst time of your life is behind you , 
ahead of you-I guess you don't feel it's with 
you now? 

S: I don't know . Proba�ly ahead of me . · · 

I: The worst time is probably ahead? 

S: Yeah . 
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I: How old do you think you'll �e when that time comes? 

S: Probably in my 40's . 

. I: Probably in your 40' s? 

S: Yeah . 

I: Do you have any idea what's going to happen? What 
you think might happen t�en? 

S: Well , by that time I'd probably be married and my 
kids ' d  be grown . Probably be nobody but my wife and 
me . Middle-aged tension � 

I: Middle-aged-? 

S: Tension . 

I: Middle-aged tension . This is like after the kids 
have left pretty much? 

S: Mm-hmm . 
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5 .  I :  Okay . Al l right, the next one : do you most often 
daydream about the past, the preserit, or the future? 

S :  The future (unhesitatingly) . 

I :  The future . No doubt about that . 

6 .  I :  Al l right . If you learned today that you were about 
to lose al l sight in both eyes, what changes in your 
life would you anticipate? 

7. 

S :  Uh, what do you mean "what changes would I anticipate? " 

I :  How do you think-if you found out �hat you were just 
about to lose all sight in both eyes, how do you 

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

think that would affect your life? 

I ' d have to uh redo �verithing . I ' d  have to do 
everything all over again . 

Anything else? 

It would be hard . . ' . Probably hard on your life . ;. . 

Okay . Uh, if you won a million-dol lar lottery today, 
.how would it change your life? 

.Um, I could do a lot of . things I want to . I ' d travel 
and invest in business . 

Invest in business? 

Mm-hmm . 

Anything else? · · 

No . Travel ' d  cost a lot . It ' d  take a lot out of 
it . 

Mm-hmm� 

S :  And I ' d  buy a house, and get me some transportation . 
Get my parents a house . 

8 .  I :  Okay . Um, the next one is : if you could have either . 
$ 100 now or $200 a year from now, which would you 
choose? 



S: $200 a year from now . 

I: Why? 

S: Because I ' d  be able to do more with it then. 

I: Okay . 

140 
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Subject #31-Male; High PD Group 

1 .  I: Okay . First quest�on is: have you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

S: Not except on my car . 

I: On your _ car . 

S: Mm-hmm . 

I: No other kinds? 

S: No iife insurance or anything like that . 

I: Okay . Um, how come you took it out on your car ? 

s (  · It ' s  the law . You got to have liability . 

I: It ' s  the law in Tennessee to have liability-but no 
other kinds? 

S: Yeah . Well, I ' ve got collision . · It ' s · j ust a case 
of I might wreck my _ car, which you know I figure 
there ' s  a fair _ possibility of . · 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

2 .  I: Okay, um second-question is: do you plan to have 
children? 

S: Mm-hmm . 

I :  You do . Okay, uh do thoughts about: the direction 
the world is going enter into your plans to have 
children? 

S: Well, they probably form my opinions about how many 
I have-like I wouldn ' t  want to have over two . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: Just for population reasons and financial reasons . 
I just don ' t  feel it would be logical to have over 
two . 

I: Mm-hmm . Anything else about that that you ' ve thought 
of? 
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S: I ' d  wonder what it ' d  be like for them, but I really 
don ' t  know . 

I :  Mm- hmm . 

3 .  I: Next one is: do you think the best time of your 
life is behind · you, ah�ad of you, or with you now? 

S: Oh, I ' d  ·say it ' �  just ahead of me . Next . . .  really 
kind of a · hard question . . .  I ' d  say the next 10 
years, from where I ' m  looking at it now . I mean, 
I might get older and think it ' s  the best time then, 
but right · n�w the next 10 yea�s seem like they ' d  be 
pretty good . 

I: The whole next 10 years? No particular. time? 

S :  No . 

I: And how old are you now? 

S: Twenty-one . 

I: Twenty-on·e .  

4 .  I: Okay . On the other side of the coin: do you think 
the worst time of your life is behind · you, ahead of 

. you, or with you now? 

S: I really don ' t  know (chuckles) . Just behind. me, I 
guess . The last couple of years have been all right, 
but in high school and the first couple of years in 
college I got in some trouble . Nothing serious, 
j ust running around and being wi ld and stuff . 

I: Uh-huh . 

S: It caught up with me . 

I: Uh-huh . 

S: But that kind of turned me around you know not to do 
that again . 

I: What year are you now? 

S: This is  my fourth year . 



5. I: Okai. Next one is: do you moit often daydream 
about the past, present, or future? 

S: Future, I think . 
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6. I: Okay. I have some "if "  questions for you . If you 
learned today that you were about to lose all sight 
in both eyes, what changes in your life would you 
anticipate? 

S: You mean after I was blind? 

I: Well, what changes would you expect. after you 
became blind? 

S: Well, I ' d  expect to be a lot more limited in the 
things I could do . On my choice of jobs . I don ' t  
think it would be the end of the world; I think a 
lot of other people cope with it and I think I 
might could, too-probably could . Just have to be 
there to ieally tell . 

I: Mm-hmm . Any other changes that you could foresee? 

S: No, not that I could ·see . No . 

7. I: Okay . Her·e '  s another "if " :  if you won a million­
dollar lotteiy today, how would it ch�nge your life? 

S: ·Probably get a new car-that ' d  be about it for right 
now . Try to put the rest of it away for later on . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: It might, but I don ' t  really think it ' d  change it 
that much. 

I: Mm-hmm. 

S: Maybe buy a house with it . Something I could use 
later on. 

I: Mm-hmm. Any other changes? 

S: Not that I could-not in the near future . 

8. I: Okay . · If you could have either $100 now or $ 200 a 
year from now, which would you choose? 



S: I'd take the 100 now . 

I: Why? 
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S: Well, right now I got a need for the 100 and a year 
from now I might need a lot more than that or I 
might not need anything . I plan on wo'rking, being 
working next year . 

I: You ' re not· · now? 

S: We ll, I ' ve got a part-time j ob .  It ' s  enough to 
barely drag me along . 

I: Mm-hmm . 
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Subject # 4 9 -Female; High PD Group 

1. I: 

S: 

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

S: 

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

The first one is: have you taken out any insurance 
policies?-

No • . 

Okay. Any particular reason why not? 

Um, no. No particular reason . 

Do you know if y�u ' re dovered? 

Mm-hmm . Yes, I am . 

Under whose policy? 

My parents ' policy . 

What kind of insurance is this? 

Um, hospital, dental, doc.tor and everything like 
that . 

Health insurance . 

Mm-hmm . Health insurance . I don ' t  think they have 
life insurance (on me) . 

2 .  I: All right . The next question is : do you plan to 
have chiidren? 

S: Yes . 

I :  What I ' m  wond�ring is: do thoughts about the 
direction the world is going enter into your plans 
to have children? 

S :  Yes . 

I: Can you tell me more about that? 

S: Well, with all the problems we ' re having internation­
ally uh I kind of wonder well would it be-will we 
still be here when I'm ready to have children? And 
also the way the world is today, would it be wise 
and s�fe to raise children . .. the way the world 
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is today? But then again I can't really make that 
decision because I dan ' t really rule over someone 
else's life-should they be here or should th�y 
not be here? I guess I'll have to wait till the 
time comes . 

I: Mm-hmm . It's a hard decision . 

S: Yeah . I want to have children . I j ust you know 
want to do what's . best for them . 

3 .  I: All right . Urn , next is: do you think the best time 
of your life is behind you , ahead of you , or with 
you . now? 

S: I c�n't really answer that . It's a11 · around me . 

I: What do you mean? 

S: Well , the best time of my life is when I'm living . 
I've lived and I'm living now , but I'm going to be 

· 1iving . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: So , based on my life , the . best time of my life is 
. everytirne . 

I: 

s :  

Hmm . 

Oh , 
ups 
you 

Is it not that sometimes in your life­

sure . Sometimes you know ther� ' s  going to be 
and downs . But you know on the average living 
know . . . that' s  the best thing . 

I: Do. you think your biggest " up "  will .be . ' . . has 
already happened or is going to happen or are you 
in it right now? 

S: Urn , well the biggest up , I mean like uh I ' ve had ups 
and downs you know . I've had big ups in the past 
and I'm having big ups now and I plan to have more 
big ups , so the biggest up- I  don't  know how to rate 
that , so um-there's no way to rate that , really . 
You j ust have ups-good and bad � good and bad . 

I: You couldn't really say whether you'll have a bigger 
one in the future than you've already had? 
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S :  No. It's possible. 

I: But you can't say. 

S :  Really can't tell. 

I: Um, how old are you now? 

S :  Nineteen. 

I: Nineteen. 

S :  Mm-hmm. 

.4. I: Okay. On the other side of the coin: do you think 
the worst time · of your life is behind you, ahead of 
you, or with you now? 

5. 

S: Urn, I haven ',t have a bad time, r�ally. · I ' ve had a 
pretty good·tirne, you know (laughs} .  I mean-well, 
being born for anybody is a bad time, you know . I 
mean just the actual process of birth, I guess that'd 
probably be the worst time that ' s  ever happened ·to 
me, the worst thing that' s ever happened to me . But 
I do'n't. remember anythin , you know, but j ust the 
process of birth, so . I g ess the worst time is 
behind me. 

I: Mm-hmm. ·so just being 

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

Mm-hmm. Not because I w s born but j ust because of 
what I had to go through . 

Yeah . 

You know . 

The trauma of birth. 

Mm-hmm. 

All right. Um, do you most often daydream about the 
past, the present, or the future? 

Well, the· future. 
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6. I: I have some "if "  questions for you . 

S :  Okay . 

I: If you learned today , B ,  that you were about to los� 
all sight in both eyes , what would-what ch�nges in 
your life would you anticipate? 

S: Um , a lot of hard times , I can tell you that . Um , 
just adjusting · .to . you know being without my sight . 
I ' d  anticipate that my other senses would get · better. 
Like my hearing and everything to compensate for the 
loss of my eyes . Um , I would expect more . . .  more 
support from my family than I have now , you know , 
they ' d  stand behind me with my friends you know . 
I expect I ' d be able to get through . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: Um , does that answer your question? About changes 
and stuff? 

I: · Yeah . Again , there ' s  ·no­

s :  Okay-

!: There ' s  no right or wrong answer . Just anything 
that you might foresee . 

· s : There ' d  be pressure , you know . It ' d  be kind bf hard 
· ·to overcome a problem like that , because you know 
every day you use your eyes . But um it ' s  not one 
that I b6uldri ' t  overcome . I could I could just you 
know jump out of bed and keep right on going . 

I:  You would be ab le to . 

S: Yeah . . Oh sure . Yeah . 

7 .  I :  Um , another "if " :  if you won a million-dollar lottery 
today , how would it chan e your life? 

S: I ' d  probably go a littl bit money-happy for a while , 
but it wouldn't last very long . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: Money doesn ' t  have a very outstanding effect on me . 
It kind of you know-I don ' t  need money much in my 
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life . Like . I could have money or I could not · .  
have money . I ' ve lived both ways and it- doesn ' t  
really make a difference in my life . I like me 

· 

�etter without much money, · because that way I have, 
you know, I have clearer values and things . 

I: Any other changes that­

s : What? With money?- · 

I: You could foresee? Yeah . If that happened, that 
you won a million dollars . 

S: Um, I ' d  have a lot more friend�, I ' m  sure . People· ' d  
be saying, " Hey, B ' s  got money so let ' ·s go see B . " 
But, um no, not really . . . Not many _, really . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

I: Al l right . Um, if you could have 
$ 20 0  a year from now, whi ch would 

S :  I ' d  have to · take the $ 1 00 now . 

I: Okay . Why? 

S :  Christmas is coming up � 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S :  I have a lot of people I ' d  like to 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S :  And plus I should give my parents 
I have been . 

I: Al l right . 

either $ 1 0 0  now or 
you choose? 

buy for . 

more money .than 
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Subject #51-Female ; High PD Group 

1 .  I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

-
s : 

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

. I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

2 .  I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

Okay. The first qu�stiop is : have you taken out 
any insurance policies? 

Mm-mm �no )  • 

Why not? 

'Cause I'm covered under my father ' s . policy-is that 
a good reason? 

He's got you coveied under what kind of policies? 

Um, because I'm a studen . 

What kind of insurance d es he h�ve? 

I don't even know . ( giggl s nervously ) !  I pretty 
much have let him take c re of it , just asked him 
if he still has it on me 

Uh-hUh-

And he said he did, so I just . . . I think 
hospitalization. 

Mm-hmm . 

I'm sure of that, that's in there . 

So, health insurance , for sure . 

Mm-hmm . 

Okay. · Next one is : do lyou plan to have children? 

Oh yes. I'd like to . tht\, I ' m not married and I 
want to get married . ,  And if my husband agrees-
I hope-we can have children . 

Um , as far as yoh're concerned , · r • m wondering if 
thoughts about t e direction that the world is 
going in enter into your plans · to have children . 

Um, I've thought of that before . Um , sometimes I 
think : oh, you'll just have kids around all the 



I :  

S :  

I :  
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time (giggles), but um I think that . . . my 
thoughts generally are directed toward� two . 
Because any more than that would -be ·an uncomfortable 
living . situation, as far as beirig able to care for 
their physical needs . . Um, · often-I ' m  aware that urn 
there are no j ust perfect-because of the population 
(giggles) problems . Does that answer your question? 

Yeah, I ' m-again, there isn ' t  a set thing that ybu ' re 
supposed to s�y, so I ' m  glad to listen to anyfhing 
you w�nt to say . 

I think probably if I had more than two children then 
I wouldn ' t . be able to give them. as much emotional . . . 

Mm-hmm . You have a s

.

en
,

e of your own limits, as far 
as that goes . 

s :' . Mm . 

. 3 .  I: Okay . The next one is: do you think the best time 
of your life is behind you, ahead of you, or with 
you now? 

S: Well, u·rn, I have pretty much fear. of the future . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: .Urn, I think I do have hopes that someday something 
good will happen-like getting married or having a 
child . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S :  Or if that doesn ' t  happen, either a 6areer or some 
sort of job . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

·S: Urn, so . . .  I guess I ' d  have to say future things . 
I feel pretty content now, but I guess I tend to 
think that bigger and better things are gonna .happen 
(giggles) . 

I: Do you have an idea of when that time might be for 
you? 

S: I j ust don ' t  know . Urn, I guess I should know more 
about my future, . because I can control a lot of it . 



But I don ··t set any date . Maybe before I'm 30, 
when some of those things-like having a child­
might happen . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 
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4 .  I: Um, on the other side of the coin: do you think the 
. worst· time of your life is behind you, ahead of  you, 
or with you now? 

5 .  

S: Mm . I would say ·that um j ust because there were 
some emotional things that happened in the past 
few years or so-hav�ng to grow up and I'm still 
having to grow up in a lot of ways-and seeing how 
things really are-and · seeing that everything's not 
a Cinderella world . . . 

I: ·  Mm-hmm . 

S: Maybe that was some of the worst things th�t will 
happen . Um I don't

.
anticipate having to go through 

something so hard, so traumatically . . .  so it's 
been emotional . . .  I don ' t  necessarily- I think, 
I think that facing death and a close friend's death 
will be a hard _ situation , but I guess-like I say­
the past maybe . 

I: And you're saying like kind of the recent past-the 
last-

s :  Mm-hmm . The last three years . 

I: And you're how old now? 

S: Twenty-two . 

I: Twenty-two . 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

Okay . The next one is: do you most often daydream 
about the past, the present, or the future? 

I'd say I daydream about the recent, or the close to· 
me future . 

Mm-hmm . 

Pretty much the next six months or so . 

Mm-hmm . 
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6. I: I have some " if "  g·uestions for you . If you learned 
today that you were about to lose all sight in both 
eyes, what changes in your life would you anti�ipate? 

S: Just �ike if I woke up tomorrow and I couldn ' t  see? 
What changes in my life would I anticipate? 

I: (Nods). 

S: (Nervous exhal�tion) . The first thing is havin� a 
particular - place for everything, · I guess . Um, I see 
a 16t of challenges for me . What changes (to herself)? 
There'd be a lot of physical changes, just learning 
where things are and uh taking a last look at things 
I haven't seen . Like I · say, I could see some changes 
emotionally . Um, and learning to do things _ on · my own. 
Probably I ' d  have to ·1earn um to communicate with 
other people, . too, just how they· would react to me . 
And how I feel about

.
myself-that would be different . 

' I : Mm-hmm . 

S: Um . • .  I can ' t  think of anything else . 

I: Anything else? , 

S: No . I suppose there's something really obvious 
(giggles nervously ) .  

I: · Again, let Irie remind you : no right or wrong answers . 
You know, · anything that does come to mind . · . .  

S: I ' ve done this sort of thing before-you know, think 
that I have to .have the right answer . 

I: Uh-huh . 

7. I: Um, okay, another "if " :  if you won a million-dollar 
lottery today, how would it change your life? 

S: I ' d  probably feel real relaxed in that I wouldn ' t  
worry so much about my career, you know, there 
wouldn't be so much pressure as far as decidi�g a 
career . 'Cause some of the things I want to do don ' t  
necessarily pay a lot . So I ' ll feel a little relief 
as far as choosing a job . And I ' d  have money to give 
my parents, if I want . I ' m not sure if I ' d  go out 
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and buy a big mansion or anything. And I'd probably 
-before I did anything I'd probably just relax and 
think about it. I don't think I'd want to do 
anything rash or anything. 

I: Mm-hmm. 

S: I think I'd be super-I would be very cautious at 
first, · and then when I realized everything was okay 
I ' d probably just . . . .  

I: You'd probably what? 

S: I'd probably spend it a lot ( laughs) . And I ' d 
probably decide to save certain portions of it. I 
wouldn't - have to work. That' s about all. 

8. I:· Okay. The last one is: if you could have. either 
$100 now or $200 a year from now, which would you 
choose? 

S: · ( Long pause) .  I .think I'd probably just wait. I 
don't feel like $100 is som�thing-· I don' t  need it 
now . So ·just put it away. 

I: And the reason · is? 

S: · 'Cause I don ' t  have to have it now � 
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Subject #52-Male; High PD Gro�p 

1 .  I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

Okay . The first one is: have you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

Have I personally? 

Yeah. 

No. 

You haven ' t  taken out any personally. Are there 
any on you? 

Mrn-hrcun . 

Do you know what kinds? 

Automobile insurance , �ife insurance . 

Okay . Is there any particular reason why yqu 
haven't taken these out yourself? 

Ah , I ' m still not working- I ' m · still just a student. 
And my �arents .said they ' d  support me as long as I ' m 
a student . 

2 .  I: All right.· The next on� is : do you plan to have 
children? 

S: Yes. 

I: All right. What I ' m wondering is : do thoughts about 
the direction the world is going in. enter into your 
thoughts about having children? 

S: Ah , I really don ' t  think about it that much . It 
hasn ' t  . . . 

I: It hasn ' t  reached you yet? 

s : Mm-hmm. 

I: What kinds of things would you think about? 

S: Well , the money shortage , for one thing . And the way 
the • . . . let ' s· see . . . well it looks like there 
may be a war·. And that ' s gonna be a problem . 
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3. I: Okay. Next one is: do you think the best time of 
your life is b�hind you,· ahead of you, 0rwith you 
now? 

4 .  

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

I: 

I ' d say probably now. 

Probably with you right now? 

Mm-hmm. 

And you're how old right now? 

Twenty . 

Twenty . . 

Ah , the other side o f  the coin is: do you think the 
worst time of . your l�fe is behind you or ahead of 
you? I guess you don' t think it' s  now . 

S: Ah, I ' d  probably say ahead . 

I: Probably ahead? 

S: Mm-hmm. 

I: _ Do you have an idea of how old you' ll be when that 
worst time comes? 

S: I ' d. say about 60 . 

I: About 60? 

S: · Mm-hmm . When I stop doin ' stuff . 

I: When you stop-when you say " doing stuff" you mean­

s :  Physical and being outside and things . . .  like that. 

5. I: Okay . Next one is: do you most often daydream about 
th� past, �he pre�ent, or the future? 

S: The future. 

I: Mm-hmm. · 
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6. I: I have some "if "  questions for you . If you learned 
today, J ,  that you were about t.o lose all sight in 
both eyes, what changes in your life would you 
anticipate? 

7 .  

S: Mm . • .  a little bit less social life and more 
being alone . . .  making something out of your 
inability . Everything in school wouldn ' t  go · good 
at first, then you can rebuild it . . .  

I: 

S: 

I: 

I: 

S: 

Any other thoughts about . . .  about that? 

I imagine . I ' d  ·be thinking . of friends and my ability 
to have them . 

Mm-hmm . 

Here ' s  another "if" :  if you won a million-dollar 
lottery today, how . would. it change your life? 

I ' d  just . . · . . new car and towards a downpayment on 
a house, or something . It ' d  just cha�ge plans � 
basically. � · . . 

8 .  I: And the last question is: if you could have either 
. a $10 0 now or $20 0 a year from now , which would you 
choose? 

S: A $10 0 now (with little hesitation) .  

I: A 10 0 now . Okay, why? 

S: Because now I ' m not working . I need the money 
worse than I would if I were working on a job . So 
I ' d take the money now . 

I :  All right . 
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Subject #2-Male; Low PD Group 

1 .  I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S :  

Okay. The first one is: have you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

None on myself. 

None on . yourself . 

My dad has some but I don ' t . 

He has some on you? 

Yeah . 

Okay, what kinds does he have? 

Um, 1 if e insurance. · 

Life insurance on you? 

Right . That ' s  about it . 

I: No other ·kinds? · 

S: · No health insurance . I ' m  not able to pay that much 
(laughs) . 

I: Any other kinds? 

S: (Shakes head) .  

I: Um, any reason �hy not? 

s: .um, no . 

I: Just . 

S: Just haven ' t  done it . 

I: No other reason . 

S: Um, nobody ' s  ever talked to me a�out it . I don ' t  
know much about insurance . 

I: Mm-hmm.· Plus the money. 

S: Plus the money. I don ' t  work but three nights a 
week- I ' m  a waiter. I get enough to buy gas with . 



I :  Mm-hmm . 

2. I: Okay, uh , second one is: d_o you plan to have 
children? 

s : Mm-hmm . 

I: You do . . All right. Uh , what I'm wondering i�: 
do thoughts about the direction that the world is 
going in enter into your plans to have chil�ren? 
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· s :  Uh, well , it would either decide whether I did or 
didn't. Like sometimes I think about you know why 
should I bring kids into this world. ·I'm no� having 
·the greatest time in my. life right now (laughs) . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: And uh if I decided it wouldn ' t  be, either I'd bring 
in· about as many as I decided I could afford to 
support or r wouldn't bring any at all. But - I plan 
on bringing some 'cause I like kids a whole lot. 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: But as far as you know . . . I just . don't kn6w if 
· . it's worth it to let 'em live through. 

I: To let 'em live through . . .  

S: To let 'em live through all the things that go on . 
You know there's a lot of fun things but so far 
things that I've been through right now haven ' t  
been worth the· fun thing� that I ' ve experienced . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

3. I: Uh, that kind of leads into my next question. Do 
you think that the best time of your life is behind 
you, ahead of you � o'rwith you now? 

S: I have no id�a (despondently) . 'Cause every time I 
think I've figured something out something else 
comes up new that I say, "Well , that' s never happened 
before-that's great" (unenthusiastically ) .  And so 
I don't know how much more fun I'm gonna have. 



I: Mm-hmm . 

S: Or you know-righf now, my funnest time ' s  been in 
the past . 
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I: The funnest time ' s  been in the past . Like how old 
were you when-

s :  High school . 

I :  · High school . Mm-hmm . 

S :  Two years. ago . That ' s  b�en about the funnest time . 

I :  Do you think the best time is going to be in high 
school or do you think you ' ll have a better time 
in the future? 

S :  I hope I do . I hope I have a better time , but I 
don ' t  know . 

I :  Sure . And how old are you now? 

S ·: Twenty . 

I :  . Twenty, now . 

4 • . I :  All right . Now the other side of the · question is : 
do you think your worst· time , the worst time of your 
life is in the past, the present , or the future? 

S :  

I :  

S :  

s .  I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

Present . 

Present is the worst time· . 

Mm-hmm . 

Urn , next one is : do you most often daydream about 
the past , the p�esent , or the future? 

Past . 

Past . 

I think about how much fun I used to have and wish 
I still did some of the thing� I used to do . · And 
I ' m  gonna try and start doing more again . Like you 
know participating in sports and stuff . 



I: Mm-hmm. 
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S: 'Cause right now , my life is j ust idle . You know 
I go to school but . . .  ·you know school's great­
I plan on graduating from college but I'd j ust 
rather be working or having something to occupy 
more of my time . 

I: Mm-hmm. Are things going okay in school? 

S: They're going good enough . 

I: Mm-hmm. 

S: You know , . average , I gues s .  But uh I j ust can't 
get inspired .to do this schoolwork. 

I: Hmm. 

S: I do it j ust 'cause I've · got to do it , not 'cause 
I like it- I've_ got to do it . 

I: · Mm-hmm . Just to graduate . 

S: Hmm . Hope I get a good job and make a lot of money . 
'Cause you know everybody tells me you can ' t  make a 
lot of money you kno_w unles s  you graduate , get a 
good you know business j ob .  

I: Mm-hmm. You' re a j u.nior or-

s :  No , I'm a sophomore . Well , I ' m  a third semester 
�reshman (laughs ) .  

I: Third seme ster freshman . 

S: I'll be a sophomore after this semester� 

6. I: Okay . I have some "if "  questions for you now . If 
you learned today , M ,  that you were about to lose 
all sight in both eyes , what changes in your life 
would you anticipate? 

S: Gosh , I have no. idea . I gues s I'd appreciate looking 
around more . I was thinking about that the other 
night: if I didn't have my eyesight , right now , I ' d 
rather be dead . 



I: Mm-hmm. 

S: Than to lose my eyes. 

I: Mm-hmm. 

1 6 2  

S: But, maybe if I did lose 'em I could learn to live 
with that, but I don't know how I could. 

I: Mm-hmm. 

S: Like when I see crippled people around, I don't know 
how ·they put up with it, cause I was walking down the 
street and see these guys with no arms and legs . . .  
and if I couldn't run around . . .  why live? I'd 
rather be dead . You know, some people'd say that's 
a bad way to look at it, you know take it as a · 
challenge and try to conquer you� inj ury you know 
or whatever. 

I: Right now, it j ust seems-

S: · I'd rather be dead. • ·cause you know I've always 
participated in physical activities you know. I 
played football and basketball and track in school­
and that was t�e funnest part of ·my life, doing all 
·that. 

I: Any other chang�s that you could foresee? 

·S: If I didn't have my eyes? 

I: Yeah. 

S: Um, I'd have to probably discipline myse�f more. 

I: Mm-hmm � 

S: Just work at things . harder. 

I: Mm-hmm. 

S: That's about it. 

7. I: All right. If you won a million-dollar lottery­
another "if"-how would it change your life� 

S: Make it a lot easier, I'll tell you· that ( said with 
a sig�) . ! _ would, I'd stay in school . .  � j ust for 
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the heck of it, you know just have a good time and 
experience things through school . After I did that 
I ' d  get a job you know just go as if I you know 
would if I didn ' t  have a million dollars � It ' s  
just I wouldn ' t  have as much pressure on · me-that ' s  
the main thing . 

I: Mm-hmm. 

S: I hate having all ·th� pressure on me saying you ' ve 
got. to do it, you ' ve got to do it . I ' d  . .  like to do 
it on my own free will without having to do it . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: A million dollars wouldn ' t  change it 
just you know be a 1ot easier on me . 

I: Mm-hmm. 

S: Wouldn ' t  have to work so much . 

I: Any other changes you m�ght foresee? 

S :  Well , no . I ' d  probably buy a new car 
house and all that . . . 

that 

and 

I: · But mainly you ' d  keep on the sam� course 
now. 

much, 

a nice 

you ' re 

S: Yeah . I ' d  just ·have a lot more fun . Take more 
vacations· and stuff like that . 

I: Mm-hmm. 

8. I: Okay . The last question is: if you could have 
either $10 0 now or $20 0  a year from now , which 
would you choose? 

it ' d  

on 

S: I ' d  take a $10 0  now (without hesitation) . ' Cause 
$20 0  isn ' t  that much money . I ' d rather have a $1 0 0  
now . and I could make a 10 0 in four days working at 
the restaurant . 

I: Uh-huh . 
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Subject # 16-Fernale; Low PD Group 

1 .  I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

s :  

I :  

s :  

The first question is : have you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

You mean like j ust regular life in�uran�e or 
medical insura�ce? 

Mm-hmm . 

Medical in�urance . Not myself , my husban� does. 

He's got a policy that covers · you? 

From Rockwell . · Rockwell I nsurance Plan . We have car 
insurance from All State . 

Let me ask you : why have you taken out this 
insurance? 

Well , for one thing , it helps cut down on bills 
because his insurance pays 10 0 % , and . All State , 
well., j us_t · this weekend , Terry., a girl , ran into 
him and she told the police that she was going a· 
mile an hour but it did $ 2 16 worth of damage-

! :  Mm-hmm � 

S :  So all we · did was turn it over to our insurance 
company and they . took it from there and they ' ll 
take them to court . if they have ·to to prove that 
she was lying , and we don't have to worry about it 
until they send us a notice saying our car insurance 
has gone up or - the thing was dropped . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S :  That's all . It's a �ot less worry . 

I :  That's really an immediate example of how it helps . 

S :  Yeah , it helps , it takes the worry off of you 
because you don ' t  have to worry about it . You can 
let somebody else worry about it until you get 
the thing saying . . .  then you . can take it from 
there . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 



2. I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  
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Um, next question is : do you plan to have children? 

Oh, I al-

Or do you have childr�n? ­

ready have one . 

You have one . 

I have one . 

Um, how to phrase this . 

Next question should be : are there any more that 
you ' re going to �ave? 

Do you plan to have more? 

One more . 

One more . Um, okay . J, do your plahs . . .  · do your 
thoughts about the direction that the world is going 
in, um, did they influence your decision to have 
your first child and do they influence your decision 
to have one more child? 

· S :  �o, not really . Um , I know the world is going to a 
mess but uh I like kids and I don ' t  think about 

. things like th�t . You know I don ' t  think people 
should think about whether they should bring a 
child into the world or not .  I f  you °love ' em 
enough and everything, they ' re gonna do the best 
they can . 

I :  . Mm- hmm .  

3 .  I :  Okay, the next one is : do you think the best time 
of your life is behind you, ahead of you, 0rwith 
you now? 

S :  I think it ' s  ahead of me, ' cause Terry and I have a 
lot of plans . He ' s  gonna finish school. and then 
we've got a house in mind and it ' s  rental property · 
and so . . . we're looking forward to it . 

I :  Um, when do you think . this-how old do you think 
you ' ll be when uh that best time of your life comes? 
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S: Oh, probably around 30, or so . By that time Terry 
will be settled down in a job and I will, too . 

4. I: On the other side of the coin: do · you think the 
worst time of your life is behind you, ahead of 
you, or with you now? 

S: Right now. I ' d  say now because I ' m  having trouble in 
school and .I ' m  trying to you · know make the finals 
to pass. 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: And there ' re j ust one or two subj ects that would 
kill me or make me . So, right now it ' s  "right now . " 

I: How old are you now? 

S: I ' m  19-I ' ll be 19 . 

I: You ' re 18 right now . 

s ·: Right . 

5 .  I: Next one is: do you most often daydream about the 
. past, the present, or the future? 

S: . Probably the future . Because I like to think about 
what ' s  gonna happen . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: Any time I think about the future I make long lists 
for myself . · 

I: Do you? 

S: Yeah . 

6 .  I: Okay . I have some " if "  questions for you . 

S: Okay . 

I: If you learned today that you were about to lose all 
sight. in both eyes, what changes in your life would 
you anticipate? 
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S: Well, I couldn ' t  finish my nursing school, but I 
would do something you know-I wouldn ' t  sit - around . 
And uh

.
we wouldn ' t  have to change the house around 

because I basical ly know where everything is . I 
might have to get a seeing eye dog or something, 
but other than that I wouldn ' t  change anything .  

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: Because I basical ly know everything that ' s  around 
in the environment-in � environment . Only thing 
that would be wrong is I wouldn ' t  be able to . drive . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: And so, nothing real ly · I would change _ �xcept those 
two things . 

I: Any other changes that you might foresee? 

S: No-, like I said, I would just change my degree to 
something else-

I :  Mm-hnun-

S: And work from there . 

I :  · .  Mm-hmm . 

S: That ' s  it . 

I: Kind of rol l with the punch . 

S: Yeah . Take one day at a time-that ' s  my (laughs ) 
motto of life . 

I: Is it? 

7 . · I: Urn, next "if"  question: if you won a million-dollar 
lottery today, how would it change your life? 

S: Well , I would put enough in the bank that would 
cover a cq llege education for my children for when 
they are old enough to go . And um the rest of it 
would probably go to our retirement .  Then I ' d  
probably give some to my morn and dad because they ' ve 
given us · rnoney . j ust about whenever we ' ve needed it . 



I:  Mm-hmm . 

S: But um I wouldn ' t  spend it on myself (laughs). I 
would probably spend it on people around me . 
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I: Mm-hmm . Urn any other changes that you could foresee? 

S: (Shakes head) • 

� - I: Okay, the last one is: if you _ could have either 
$100 now or $200 a year from now, which would you 
choose? 

S: A $100 right now (with little hesitation) . 

I: Why? 

S: Because we ' re in the process of moving and it ' s  a 
$100 �eposit (laughs) . 

I: There it would
.

be . 

S �  Right . So I think I ' d put the $100 down on the 
deposit . 

I: Mm-hmm . 
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Subject #17-Female ; Low PD Group 

1 .  I: Okay . All right . Th.e first question is: have you 
taken out any insurance policies?· 

S: Mm-my mother has . On myself? 

I: Yeah. 

S: Mm-hmm . 

I: She has on you . . no · you know what kinds? 

S: Um . . • . there ' s  ·life insurance . 

I: Life insurance? 

S: · Mm-hmm . Could be some. other kind . . .  

I: Well , you do� ' t , have to -

S: Yes , it ' s  life insurance . 

I: It is life insurance . 

S :  Yes . Oh, hospital insurance 

.I: So it ' s  both life and hospital? 

S: Mm-hmm . 

I :  Any other kinds , too? 

S: No . 

I: Ah, is there any particular reason why she ' s  taken 
it out and not you? 

S: I can ' t  pay for it (laughs) . I don ' t  have the money . 

I: That ' s  a good .reason (laughs) . 

S: Oh, and there ' s  burial insurance . 

I: Burial insurance . That ' s  taken out on you? 

S :  Mm-hmm . 



2. I :  Okay . The next question is : do you plan to have 
children? 

S :  Yes . 

I :  All right . What I ' m wondering is : do thoughts 
about the direction that the world is going in 
enter into your plans to have childreri? 
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S :  Well, no . . Maybe the amount, the number of children . 
But as far as having children, no . 

I :  Can you say a little bit more· about that? 

S :  Okay, instead of having-like a long time ago 
people ' d  have like seven children, · eight or 
something . And now . I ' m thinking of having a 
family decreased in iize, ·fewer children . 

I :  And how many do you think you ' ll have? 

S :  That ' s all I want . If I could have about three 
· children I ' d be satisfied . See it ' s  hard with a 
large family . . .  the money a!ld the responsibility . 

I :  So it ' s  a combination of reasons . 

S :  Mm-hnun . 

3 .  I :  All right . The next question is : do you think the 
best time of your life is behind you, ahead of you, 
or with you now? 

S :  Uh, ahead . 

I :  Ahead . Okay, how far ahead? 

S :  Say-

! :  How old will you be when the best time comes? 

S :  About . . .  2� . 

I :  Twenty-five . 

S :  Mrn-hnun . 

I :  And you ' re how old now? 



S :  Nineteen. 

I :  Nineteen. 
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4. I :  All right. On the other. side of the coin : do you 
think the wor st time of your life · is behind you , 
ahead of . you , or with you now? 

S :  Now (without hesitation) .  

I :  Right now is?  

S :  Mm-hmm. 

I :  Uh , do you mind if I ask you what ' s ,  what ' s  going 
on now that ' s  so bad ? 

S :  It ' s  j ust that-I ' m  at a point where I really don ' t  
know what I want to maj or in ,  ' cause things keep 
changin ' and I ' m j ust tryin ' to see. what I can do 
the best in , what I want td do the rest of my life 
.as a career . 

I :  Mm-hmm. So there ' s  a lot of uncertainty . now. 

S :  Mm-hmm. 

5. I :  . Okay. The next one is : do you most often daydream 
about the past , the present , or the future? 

S :  Um . . .  the past . 

I :  The past . All right. 

6. I :  All right . I have some "if "  questions for you now . 

S :  All right. 

I :  I f  you learned today � A ,  that you were about to lose 
all sight in both eyes , what changes in your life 
would you anticipate? 

S :  What changes . . .  I don ' t  know of anything . it 
would change-it wouldn ' ·t change my career , it . 
wouldn ' t  affect anything. Um , I don ' t know of 
anything it would change . . . I don ' t  know of 
anything it would change. 



I :  You don ' t  know of anything it would . change . . 

S :  Mm-mm (no} . 

I :  Do you have a career planned? 

S :  Right now, I want to do something working with 
people, such as social work or something . 

I :  Mnun . 
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S :  So, I don ' t  �ee. why talking to people-· wel l, maybe 
so . Seeing their reactions to what I ' m saying . 
But you can be a counselor stil l and not be able 
to see . 

I : · Mrnm .  There are some, that ' s  true . Well, any other 
changes that you could foresee? 

S :  Mm-mm . No . 

I :  No . Okay . 

7 .  I :  Urn, here's another "if" : if you ·won a million-dol lar 
lottery today, how would it change your life? 

S :  I'd . w�ll, I 1 d invest in land . And I ' d probably 
put . the rest in savings . 

I :  Mm-hmm . Can you see any other ways it would· change 
your life? 

S :  � '  then again I might invest in stock or a 
business . . .  

8 .  I :  Last queitidn is : if you co�ld have either $10 0  now 
or $20 0 a year from now, which would you choose? 

S :  Two hundred dollars a year from now � 

I :  Okay, why? 

S :  ' Cause right now I don ' t  have any need for the money, 
so-and two years · frorn now, sure I ' ll have a need 
for it . . . 

I :  Okay . 



173 

Subject #32-Female � Low PD Group 

1 .  I :  

S :  

.I : 

S :  

The first one is : have you taken out any insurance 
policies? 

No . 

No insurance policies . Uh, a�y reason why not? 

No . No speci fic reason . My mother and my grandmother 
have taken out you know a lot of different type 
insurande policies . I � just never thought about 
taking · out insurance policies . 

2. I :  Uh, all right . Next : Do yo4 plan to have children? 

S :  Yes. 

I :  You do . Okay . I ' m wondering i f  thoughts about how 
the direction of the world is going enter into your 
decision to have children . 

S :  Yes . I kind of go back and forth . You know I kind 
of notice you know the way different things have 
taken place . . .  the economy and you know crime . 
And I kind of you know decide against it . And then 
you know I kind of think I ' d like to have at least 
o�e child, anyway . 

I :  Mm-hmm . But you kind of go back and forth . 

S :  Mm-hmm . 

I :  Some of  the things going on worry you � 

S :  Mm-hmm . I kind of think of wars and things like that. 

I :  And what? 

S :  You know about things like wars and different things 
like that . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

3. I :  All right . The next one . . . do you think the best 
time of your life is behind yo�, ahead ot you, or is 
with you now? 



4. 

5 .  

6 .  
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S :  Uh, I would think it was with me now . 

I :  With you now? 

S :  Yeah. 

I :  How old are you now? 

S :  Nineteen. 

I :  Nineteen. · 

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

All right. Do you think . the ·worst time of your life 
is behind you , ahead of you ; or with you n�w? 

I think it' s  ahead of me. 

Ahead of you. 

Mm-hmm. 

How old do you think you' ll be when this time comes? 

Mmm , my late 30 ' s  or early 40 ' s. 

Late 30 ' s or early 40 ' s ·. · . . What do you anticipate 
happening? 

S :  Well , uh , I think there' s gonna be another depres�ion , 
and right now the whole thing is looking like ther�' s  
gonna be another war , and I don' t know whether or not 
you know . �hey be starting to draft women. 

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

I :  

Um , next question is : do you most often daydream 
about the past , the present , or the future? 

Future. 

The future. 

Worryin' about things. 

Mm-hmm. 

Okay. Now � if you learned today thai you were about 
to lose all sight in both eyes , what changes in your 
life would you anticipate? 
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S :  Well, you mean changes just in me? 

I :  Well, it could be just in you .  Um, how ·do you think 
it would change your life? 

S :  I think I woutd learn to ap�reciate you know a lot 
of things that I take for granted you know now, that 
you know if I lost my sight I would you know take it 
pretty much you know what would happen if I lost my 
hearing, I would start to appreciate you know things 
that I see . . . . my family and you know and necessary 
things . 

I :  Mm-hmm . Anything else? 

S :  No . 

7 .  I :  Okay . Um, next one is : if you won a million-dollar 
lottery today, how would it change your life? 

S :  I don ' t  think it would really change my life too much . 
I wouldn ' t  just go out you know and buy everything 
and do everything I could you know . I think I would 
rather you know stay where I am and just put it in 
a savings account you know and buy a house for my 
mother . I wouldn' t  want to . take any you know big 
drastic changes . I would rather stay where I am . 

I :  All right . Anything else you ' re thinking _ about how 
it might change your life? 

S :  No . 

8 .  I :  Okay . Now, if you could have either $10 0 now or $ 2 0 0  
a year from now, which would you choose? 

S :  Two years from now? 

I :  No-one year from now . A $10 0 now or $ 2 0 0  a year 
frcim now . 

S :  Um, I think I would take the $10 0 now . 

I :  Okay, why? 
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S: Um, well , for one thing , the state of my financial 
situation that I ' m  in , and , um , I don ' t  know if I ' d 
even be livin ' a year from now . 

I: Mmm .  Okay . 



Subject #33-Female ; Low PD Group 

1. I :  Okay. The first one is : have you taken out any 
insurance policies? _ 

S :  No. 

I :  No. Um, any reason-

s : I ' m  ori my parents ' .  I ' m  on my parents ' .  

I :  Do they have insurance out on you? 

S :  Yes. 

I :  Do you know what kinds? 
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. S :  Mm-life insurance . . . insurance if you get hurt. 

I :  Mm-hmm. 

S :  That ' s all. · 

I :  So, is there any particular reason why you haven ' t  
taken out any yourself? 

S :  No, I guess not. 

I :  In other words, you could have but . . .  

S :  Yeah, I guess I could have . I just haven ' t. 

I :  Mm-hmm. 

2. I :  Okay. The second one is : do you plan to have 
children? 

S :  Yes. 

·I : Okay. What I ' m  wondering is : do thoughts about the 
direction that the world is going in enter into your 
plans to have children? 

S :  Sometimes. I think about the way things are. I 
think about our situation. 

I :  Could you speak up a little bit? . I just want to make 
sure that-
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S: Okay . That ' s  about it . I don ' t  think nothing bad 
is going to happen . 

I: So , you think about it a little bit . 

S: Yeah . 

3 .  I: Al l right . The next one is: do you think that the 
best time of  your life is behind you , ahead of you , 

4 .  

S: 

I : 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

I: 

S: 

orw'ith you now? 

Um , I think it would be ahead of me . 

Ahead of you . 

Yeah . 

How old do you think you ' l l be when this tim� happens ?  

Maybe 24 or 25 . 

Twenty-four or 25 . Is there something special you 
think will happen then? 

Uh-huh (without hesitation) . To get married . 

And · you ' re how old now? 

Eighteen . 

Eighteen . 

Mm-hmm . 

Um , on the other side of the coin: do you think the 
worst time of your life is behind you , ahead of you , 
or with you now? 

I real ly don ' t  know 
it ' s  behind me . 

Behind me . Yeah , I think 

I: How old were you when that happened? 

S: Mm, I don ' t  know . Maybe 15, 1 6 . 

I: Somewhere around there was maybe the worst time in 
your life? 

S: Yeah . 
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5 .  I :  All right . Next one is : do you most often daydream 
about the past, the present , or the future? 

S :  Future . 

I :  Future . 

6 .  I :  I have some .
1
1 if 1 1 questions for you now . 

7 .  

S :  All right . 

I :  I f  you learned today , S, that you were about to lose 
all sight in both eye�, what changes in your life 
would you anticipate? 

S :  Would you repeat it? 

I :  I f  you learned today that you were about to lose all 
sight in both eyes , what changes in your life would 
you anticipate? 

S :  You mean what would I try to do? Um-

! :  What would you try to do? What would happen? How . 
do yo� think life. would be different for you if that 
happened? 

s :  I think it would. be a whole lot different . 
I want to be a nurse and you need to see . 
able to do things . 

Because­
. . to be 

I :  Any other kinds of changes that you could foresee? 

S :  It would probably hinder a lot of  things that I . 

would like to do . But that' s the most . . .  

I :  That' s the biggest . 

S :  Yeah . 

I :  Here's another · II if  II : if 
lottery today, how would 

s : (Laughs ) Not too much . 
somewhere . 

I :  Mm-hmm .  

you won a million-dollar 
it change your. li fe? 

I ' d  put it in a bank . 
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S: I wouldn ' t  use it right away . I ' d  save it for . 
for the future . 
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I: Mm-hmm . Any . . .  any other changes that you could 
foresee? 

S: I would be able to get more things . . .  It would. 
help a lot-a whole lot . 

I:· Mm-hmm . 

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

S :  

I: 

All right . If you could have either a $100 now· or 
$200 a year from now , which would you choose? 

The 100 now . 

Okay . Why? 

Because I owe $106 to school . 

Mm . It would help out . 

Yes . 

All right . 



Subj ect # 42-Male; Low PD Group 

1 .  I: Okay . The first one is: have you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

S: No , ah not personally (very nervous) . 

I: Not personally . · 

S: · Well, my father has but I haven ' t . 

I: He has policies out on you? 

S: Right . In other words , I ' m covered when I d� ive . 
His policy covers me . 

I: So this is . . .  car insurance? 

S: Ri ght . 

I: Any other kinds? 
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S: Um , when like he was in the Navy , we were covered for 
certain types of hospital insurance , health insurance . 
But I ' m· not on any personal insurance . In other words , 
I don ' t  have a State Farm policy ·or · like that ( still 
very nervous) . 

I: Uh-huh . Let me ask you: . is there any- particular 
reason why not? 

S: Well , uh no , not really . I was think ing about it j ust 
to get a general knowledge of it but I really haven't 
looked into the possibility of it right now·. · I mean 
I might in years to come-

r: Sometime . 

S: Right . 

I: Okay . Again, let me emphasi ze that there are no r ight 
or wrong answers . You can just say whatever fits for 
you .  

2 .  I: Okay , the next one is: do you plan to have children ? 

S: Yes . 



I: Um, what I ' m  wondering is: do thoughts about the 
direction that the world is going in enter into 
your plans about having children? 
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S: Um, most people think tha� they would rather· have a 
small family in terms of global situations right . 
now, whereas 2 0  years ago the big thing was you know 
bigger size family . Um, personally, I really um um 
I ' m really not too um even though I ' m aware o f  
situations ·right now I really.don ' t  think that would 
really have a big uh corresponding significance . 
You know um um you know if if things were bad you 
could still have a . . .  I don ' t  think that should 
limit your capability of how many children you should 
have . That shouldn ' t  be really the major um reason 
you know . I f  if uh global war ' s  gonna happen next 
and · uh inflation is driving the price you know so 
high that uh if you had more than two children it ' s  
gonna kill you in the long run, but uh I don ' t think 
that really should be the you know major major 
emphasis . 

I: So for you the major emphasis would be . . .  For you, 
the major emphasis in terms of having children is 
. . .  What would you say? 

S: Well, probably the major emphasis ( coughs) -excuse me 
-the major emphasis would probably be uh having 
children is you know love and all that, but uh some 
couples I mean that will be taken into consideration . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: Your salary arid what you make in . terms of . what 
you make now and when you have a child and what 
situation will happen . I f  inflation is rising at a 
certain percentage and having more children, and 
having more children and having less money ·you know 
but I don ' t think that really should be the major 
emphasis on you know on-sit�ations around the world 
really shouldn ' t  put a big impact on your, on your 
questio� of how many children you should have . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

3 .  I: Okay . The next one is: do you think the best time 
of your life ·is behind you, ahead of you, orw'ith 
you now? 
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S :  Probably the best time in my life would be in years 
to come . Because um I ' m  19- I ' m  gonna be 20 in 
January- so um I've still got a considerable you 
know horizon ahead of me, but um there' s  still more 
challenges and things up there in years to come . 

I :  . Mm-hmm. 

S :  Um, I ' ve had joys and letdowns behind me, but · I know 
there's gonna be joys and letdowns in front of ·me, 
so I have to take ' em as they come, and so I think 
the best part of my life' d  be ahead of me . 

I :  · Mm-hmm . Do you have an idea of when that would be, 
of how old you'll be when-

s :  Um, probably . . .  either early 4 0 ' s  or or uh 
probably �id-life . Because that' s that's really 
when everything starts coming into place . 

I :  Mm . 

S :  You' ll have your job sec�rity, for one thing, and 
you'll be thinking of retirem�nt, plus your kids' ll 
be grown up and you' ll have grandchildren, so most 
of the things will have come into place and you 
won't have to worry . about if there' s  a decline or 
anything 'cause you' ll have a certain amount pf 
seniority . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S :  Um, you know, about mid-life . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

4 .  I :  Okay . Um, on the other side of the coin : ·do you 
think the worst time of · your life is behind you, 
ahead of you, or with you no�? 

S :  Probably um probably in the same . . .  probably ahea4 
· of me . 'Cause there' s  always unexpected things. Um, 

there' s  always a tragedy that-you have a child and 
he might have an accident . And if the person doesn't 
die, there's always the longing of the parent that 
the accident would rather be with the parent than 
with the child you know saying that " put me through 
this first not not my child . "  And um of course um 
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once once I get older I ' ll have to worry about you 
know like when my · parents are going to die .and 
that ' ll be a- big tragedy . And uh later ·on in life 
I '  11. have to worry about myself, my· spouse, and other 
people my same age who' ll b� dying . 

I :  Mm-hmm. 

S :  And death itself . 

I :  Mm-hmm. That' s a big one . Um, if you had to say uh 
when in the future that worst time would be, what 
would you say? 

S :  Uh, I really couldn' t say . It' s probably . . .  
tragedies and the worst time of my life are really 
unexpected . You really can' t pinpoint, it' s not 
like the bright side where you can expect, you know 
where you can put um when you can achieve something . 
Um the worst part' ll probably · be-you know like I 
say it ' s  unexpected-you don ' t  know when it ' s  gonna 
come . · It could happen 10 years a fter you' re married, 
it could be after marriage or _ before-you don' t know . 
It ·just happens. You can ' t  control it. 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

5. I :  All right . Um, next one is : do you most often 
daydream about the past, the present, or the future? 

S :  Um, I mostly dream about the future . Um, a good 
friend· of mine he said he was born 30, . 40 years too . 
late . He ' s  old-fashioned . Had he been born in the 
1 9 4 0 ' s  he would have fit the perfect mold . · Urn � I 
daydream about the future . Um, I ' m pretty , I ' m an 
athletic guy so everybody that ' s  athletic likes to 
dream about it you know . I f  they were bet t·er and 
whatnot you know i f  . . .  they' d like to make it big 
or something . 

I :  Mm-hmm. 

S :  But, uh, I daydream in the future . I don' t really 
uh . . . the _ past I don' t really like to uh I don' t 
really like . to say, uh-the knowledge that we have 
now could be applied to the past-it could be pretty 
exciting, but uh you know if you're if you ' re in 
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that time span in the past you don ' t have that much 
control over . . .  in other words , had you had all 
the knowledge that you do now-

I :  Mm-hmm-

S: Say if you go back to 40 years , 3 0  years or 40 years 
ago yesterday and say you were Pope Paul or something , 
even though you have all the knowledge and you were 
there um not many people would believe you ' cause 
you know that ' s something in the past , it ' s  history , 
so . . .  but uh • . .  probably the future . Presently , 
you ' re-in the present you really can ' t  daydream 
' cause it ' s  . . .  the next day is is just another day 
and uh the previous day is past so you really can ' t  
um you really can ' t  daydream· about the present unles s  
you ' re you know really caught up , but um most people 
I think ' d  daydream about either the past or the 
future . 

I: And you daydream mostly . about the future . 

S: (Nods) .  The future . 

6 .  I:  Next . Okay . Next I have some "if " questions for 
you . I f  you learned today , M ,  that you were about 
to lose all sight in ·both eyes , what changes in your 
life would you anticipate? 

S: Probably um aside from the physical changes the 
emotional ones . . .  you would have to learn that · 
um-not "learn , "  you would have to cope with um the 
fear because um you know once you have yotir eyes �ght 
take your vision for granted , you do just about 
anything-cross  the street and whatnot , you can um 
see in the dark whereas when you ' re blind you can ' t  
make judgments you have to either rely on someone 
else or on something else . But um probably the 
emotional part would be harder to bear than the 
physical . In the physical you could adjust yours.elf 
in a matter of time whereas in the emotional you 
really couldn ' t  control . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: You might get so depres sed you might want to kill 
yourself you know or you might you know feel that 
everybody has an obligation to take care of you or 
whatnot , so the emotions ' d  probably override the 
physical in the long run . 



I:  Um, any other changes that · you could foresee i f  
that happened? 
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S: Um, without your eyesight you ' d  be a whole lot more 
dependent on others . Your · whole li festyle would 
change ; you ' d  have to get somebody to reeducate you 
like uh reading and braille and . whatnot ; 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: Um, you ' d  have a limit on so much you could do . Your 
liberties ' d  be . just about wiped out-you couldn ' t  
go out when you wanted to and um you ' d  spend a lot 
of time in like I said reeducation and whatnot . Um 
you would probably after a while learn to adjust but 
um that ' d  probably be after so much training arid 
whatnot . You would probably you know-had this 
happened, say 40  years from now, it really wouldn ' t  
be such a traumatic blow because you know you ' d  have 
40  years or 50 years of sight and . seeing a .lot of 
things-even though it ' d  be a traumatic experience. 
what it ' d  be like um you know i f  you were a teenager 
and you were in an accident and you had. your whole 
life to look ahead of you and something like this 
would happen-

!: It ' d  be di f ferent if it happened to you now . 

S: Right . Right . If it happened now it ' d  really be um 
it ' d  really be a tragic blow, but say if  it happened· 
later on it wouldn ' t  be that much of a . . .  it 
wouldn ' t  be as much if it came say 40  or so years 
from now . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

7 .  I: Here ' s  another " i f " : if you won a million-dollar 
lottery today, how would it change your li fe? 

S: · Well , um I ' m  pretty conservative . I ' d  probably um 
I ' d  probably invest about 50% and probably would 
spend the rest . But I would probably still work 
where I ' m  working . I wouldn ' t  really have a dramatic 
change . I ' d  um-I wouldn ' t  go out and buy a real 
expensive ·mansion and whatnot, but on the other hand 
I wouldn ' t  be you know so conservative that I 
wou�dn ' t  you know let present things just slip by . 
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S: I ' d take advantage of everything that I ·could . Um, 
um, I ' d probably still work because um if not 
financially-you know financially you probably 
wouldn ' t  need it-but just um you know when you ' re 
working there ' s  something you can always aim for like 
there ' s  always you know like you can take a vacation, 
like if you work up to a vacation you� �rodu9tivity ' s  
always so much better and once you go on your vaca­
tion you can forget everything else, · whereas say if 
you inherit a certain sum um you know you more or 
les s become lazy ; you don ' t  you don ' t  work as  hard, 
you go to the bank whenever you want, you can buy 
whatever you want • um money �eally doesn ' t  
become you know a big issue because you know you 
have it . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: Whereas um if you don ' t  have it you work you work you 
know to a certain goal that you want ·to achieve, but 
if you have a certain amount of  money um in my 
instance I ' d probably ' I ' d probably still work . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

8. I:  Okay . The last question is: if you could have 
either $100 now or $200 a year from now, which would 
you choose? 

S: Um, that ' s  pretty tough . I ' d probably take a $100 
now . 

I :  Why? 

S: Um um if  I had $100 now I could invest it or pay off  
notes or whatever . Um I could get things done more 
now than two years from now-or is it a year from 
now? 

I: A year from now . 

S: A year from now . . That um I wouldn ' t  put it off . I f  
I had to mak� a certain note and I had a $100, . I ' d 
probably put it towards that note, wherea s a year 
from now if I had more money I ' d probably you know 
reinvest it, since I have this much more money I 
can allocate so much money from other sources . 
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S: And um i probably wouldn' t  you know be as responsible 
for certain things . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: Um , say if I had a car note that the um if I had to 
pay off a $10 0 now um it wouldn ' t  come for the next 
two months , or if I had $ 2 0 0  a year from now I ' d 
probably um-· since I have a Section I ,  I could buy 
a different type product . ·I could reinvest it and 
still have money from my job to pay off the note . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: I probably I ' d probably pay things off you know . If 
I had $10 0 - I ' d  probably do everything you know invest 
or whatever righ� now than wait for a year from now . 

I :  Mm- hmm . 

S: Because like a year from now-. you never know- I  might , 
I ' ll probably be drafted cir s6mething (laughs 
nervously ) . . .  and um you really can ' t  control 
what happens . Um um in terms of that , but like um 
like for instance seniors in college and- I was 
worried about the draft-they said that they can 
finish up the semester . You know the draft is set 
for June and um a year from now if they um got 
drafted you know um it ' d  be pretty traumatic because 
here they put in all that time and stuff going to · 
school and it' s--if you' ve got that $ 2 0 0 -and then 
they' d  probably want to spend it but then , you know , 
it' s no sense because there ' s  no long lastin� effects 
that you' re going to get drafted , so . . .  I ' d 
probably I ' d  probably like I said before · I ' d 
probably have it now . 

I: Mm-hmm . Okay . 
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Subject #57 -Male; Low PD Group 

1 .  I :  Okay . · All right . The first one is : have you taken 
out any insurance policies? 

S :  No, I ' m covered already by the City and my parents , 
also . 

I :  By the City? 

S :  Yeah, I work for the City of G .  and they ' ve got life 
. insurance on me up to $ 15, 0 0 0 . 

I :  Mm-hmm . And you say your parents-

S :  Parents have a life policy on me, too . I don ' t  know 
what it ' s  for . But ah my . dad has all the information 
on that . 

I :  Are there any other policies or kinds of insurance-­

S :  Ah, I ' ve got, of  course, automobile insurance and 
there ' s - full . coverage on me up to about a half million 
dollars . And I have a hospital type insurance-health 
insurance, which is through the City . . .  on-the-job 
injury and also All State for fire . 

2 .  I :  Okay . All right, next question is : do you plan to 
have children? 

S :  Yes, I definitely plan to have children . 

I :  Yes . All right . What I ' m wondering is : do thoughts 
about the direction the world is going enter into 
your plans to have children? 

S :  They do . Because . . .  well one, like this Middle 
East ·conflict-it ' s  started and it ' s  not getting any 
better, and it looks like we ' re gonna have-we may _ 
have some type of intervention, which means I ' ll 
probably get drafted (laughs) . And that could you 
know- as to how I ' ve . tried to plan my Life out 
between age 20 now and when I ' ll be- where I ' ll be 
30  years from now-

! :  You ' re 20 now? 
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S :  I'm 20 now, yeah . If we go into some type - 9 f war, 
world war, it ' s  gonna it's just - gonna sort of throw 
things off . So I' 11 have to take if as -it comes . 
But that has something to do with it . And also my 
job, too � In firefighting, you know, you can go out 
on cal l and not come back, so that's -I don't ever 
think, keep that in my mind or nothin ' ,  but that 6an 
always happen . Of course ,  anything, any natural 
causes, too . . .  Sometimes mostly, in the profession 
I .'m in, that can maybe have an, some type of hurt on 
my career or what·. my position will  be . At this 
point, I hope everything goes right . 

3 .  I :  Al l right . Let me ask you this : do you think the 
best time . of  your life is behind you, ahead of you, 
or with you now? 

S :  ( Sigh . )  I'd have to suppose right now I ' d  have to 
say that my best . times is my col lege day time . 
Because you l�arn-that's basical ly when you giow 
up the most and become you know what you ' re going to 
be, what you're going to be doing for the rest of  
your life . · I think right now is probably, will  be 
some of the most better times I ' l l probably have in 
my li fetime . Because I ' ve got responsibility , but 
I ' m  not overloaded with responsibility ; I ' m  going to 
school, having a good time , I'm you know dating 
people I like to see, and ah arid of course I think 
I'm doing I think col lege ' l l probably be probably 
the best time . 'Cause onde you get involved in 
gettrng--married and start having children and a 
house and theri you get a lot of build-up of 
responsibility . Ana· you're gonna think back on the 
past

.
and say, " those were the really good days when 

I was young and wasn't-now I ' m about over the hil l "  
( laughs) ! 

I :  You feel like this is it , so-

s : Feel like this is probably gonna be-. between now and 
the next two or three years ' ll probably be my really 
you know best, ' cause I'm about gonna do just anything 
I can get away with more or - less -I say that just­
legally-but I say that just to have fun . 

I :  You're in what year now? · 

S :  I ' m  ah right at a junior . I �tarted-I graduated in 
'7 8 and I've been going to summer s�hool and stuff, 



191 

which I'm gonna stop doing that for a while . 'cause 
I got burned out, 'cause I was in summer school the 
summer after high school and then this past summer . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

4 .  I :  All right . Let me ask you on the other·side of the 
coin : do you think the worst time of your life is 
behind you or ahead of you? I gues s you don't �eel· 
it's .now . 

S :  Mm . Well, the past hasn't been bad to me . I think 
it may be in-it could be in the future . Because ah 

. these little outlying causes, like we say, you've 
got war and that type of thing and the economy and 
and ah communism is branching out, . is almost . all 
over the Western Hemisphere as it is, and ah I think 
if any worse times is gonna happen it ' s  gonna happen 
in the future . 'Cause the United States is pretty 
unstable as it as it look s, in some respects . And 
10 years from now, things ' ll be going backwards .  
I think it'll be in the future . 

I :  If you had to say when in the future that time would 
be, what would you say? 

S :  · Mmm . I'd have to say . . .  probably . . .  like I 
say, the worst time probably I'd say about the time 
I'd say lose my parents and stuff like that . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S :  About 35 or 40 years old .  Course if anything between 
now and then happen s, if I go to war and get kill�d 
-or whatever may happen-· I have little you know 
thoughts about what the worst could go wrong, and I 
say about 40 years old is where at that time it could 
be probably the worst time . I could lose a close 
relative, lose my father, or lose my mother or 
something like that . · 

5 .  I :  Okay . Next one is : do you most often daydream about 
the past , the present, or the future? 

S :  I'd mostly right now I think more about the past, 
about what I've been through or where I came from 
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when I started and where I am now . And the good 
times and of course the bad, too . The futtire I 
think about �' but of course the past plays out 
more . 

6 .  I :  All right . I have some "if" questions for you now . 
If, if you learned today, A, that you were .about to 
lose all sight in both eyes, what changes in your · 
life would you anticipate? 

S :  Hmm . If I were to lose my sight, what changes would 
I anticipate? I would have to, really just about 
reform-we! �, it ' d  probably knock out all of the 
things I ' ve planned to do in the future, for one, 
like you know uh getting married could be a problem 
• . • it ' s  really-it ' d  be a complete shutdown . I ' d 
probably, well I know me- I hold a lot of things 
inside sometimes- I  would probably just close up 
and uh just more or less be very confused and not 
know which way to go with it . I wouldn ' t  know how 
to handle it, in other words . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S :  And I would anticipate �aving problems getting alon� 
with other people . I know it would be- I  don ' t  like 
people, I don • ·t like to accept charity or anything 
like that . I ' m sort of an· independent person . And 
I know that people would be trying to help, but I . 
would be taking it as their you know help-"oh he 
can ' t  do it himself . "  I don ' t  like to be helped; 
I like to do it alone . 

I :  Mm-hmm . · Are there any other changes that you could 
foresee? 

S :  Well, another change is I would probably have a lot 
of trouble pursuing my career . 

I :  Which is? 

S :  I ' m majoring in marketing . And even wiih my 
firefighting, which would stop in this instance . 
And I would . more or less just about have to learn 
how to live life all over �gai�, ' cause even to 
go to the bathroom, I ' d have to learn a trail just 
to get there, 'cause I couldn ' t  be able to see . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 
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S: And uh having to learn other ways or means to pick 
up knowledge, ' cause I couldn ' t  read it out of . a  
book . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: I ' d  more or les s  just  have to train mysel f all over 
again . 

7 .  I: Here ' s another "if " :  if you won a mil lion-dol lar 
lottery today, how would it change your life? ' 

S: Hmm . If I won a million-dollar lottery today , I 
would probably go berserk (laughs) . And I wouldn ' t  
know really what to do . I would , I think . . .  how 
would it change? I would stil l stay . . .  I don ' t  
know , I was brought up in . a good family ,  and it was 
have good moral s ,  and I would probably . . .  knowing 
what I- I would take out what I ' d  planned to �o . 
But I would probably live a little bit better and 
and uh course do some things like get out on my own 
a little bit quicker and. that type of thing . I ' d  
probably look for a little bit of excitement as in 
investment-stuf f like that . I ' d  .still  stay in 
school -that ' s  what my father wants , and there ' re 
not a whole lot of things that I can give him , but 
one thing I can give him is to prove to him I can 
go four years to Memphis State and graduate . That ' s  
one of the things he wants . He only asks for me to 
get out of school like that . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: And uh and I would probably end up being mot e generous 
and stuf f like that . I would try not to ·get you know 
make money buy happines s, in other words . But , it 
would change my life in a lot of ways . My · l ife­
style ' d  probably change for sure . And I would 
probably not take things . so �uch-so serious as I 
have done in the past . 

8 .  I: Ah , the last ques tion � s :  i f  you could have either 
$100 now or $200 a year from now , which would you 
choose? 

S: I would probably go with . . .  the $100 now , because 
of the uncertainty that I ' l l even be around for the 
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chance to collect the $200 next year , for one , and 
two is by next year the $200 won ' t  be worth $ 200 . 
And uh the thing is , you buy a piece of · bubblegum for 
two cents last year and it ' l l cost you three now . 
And uh I think that would be the main , the basic 
two reasons why I would take it now . And probab ly 
because I could. use it now and-· you know · I could use 
it then , too-course anybody could use $200 , but I 
think I would probably take it now because I' wouldn ' t  
know if I ' d  be able to get it or if I would , if it 
would be there to be taken . 

I :  Mm-hmm . Okay . 
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1 .  I :  Okay . The first one is : have you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

S : No . 
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I :  No . Okay . · Um , is ' there any particular reason why 
not? 

S :  Ah , I never thought about it . ' Cause I mean my 
father has insurance on us , on all of  us . 

I :  He had or he has? 

S :  He still has but he takes care of · it . 

I :  Oh , I see . Do you know if there' s still insurance 
covering you now? 

S :  Mm-hmm . There is . 

I :  There is . Do you know what kinds? 

S :  No (giggles) .  

2 .  I :  O�ay . Um , the next question is : do you plan to have . 
children? 

S :  Yes . 

I :  You do . Okay . Um , what I ' m wondering is : do 
thoughts about the direction that the world. is going 
in enter into your plans to have children? 

S :  Mm . Yes . There ' s  so much violence and how· people 
are killing each other now , I think about . it . But 
you know it·really depends on how you raise your 
child . I f  you raise your child in that kind of  
environment , he' s · gonna grow up to be . . .  

I :  Mm-hmm . Do you. think he' 11-

S :  · Background o f  the parents , ·also . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 
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3 .  I :  Um, next one is: do you think the best time o f  your 
life is behind you, ahead of you , or with you now? 

S: The best time of my life . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: I think it ' s  ahead of me . 

I: Can you say about when that would be? About how 
old you ' ll be? 

S: I ' ll.say I ' ll be about . about 23 .  

I: About 23? And how old are you now? 

S: Eighteen . 

I: Eighteen . rs· there something special that ' s  going 
to happen when you ' re 23 or-

s :  No . 

I: It j ust seems like that' s about the time­

s :  Yeah . Uh-huh . About that· age . 

4 .  I: All right . The next question is kind df. the other 
side of the coin . It' s: do you think the worst 
time of your life is behind you , ahead of you , or . 
with you now? 

S: Behind me . 

I: Behind you . And about how old were you when that was? 

S: The worst thing that happened to me? 

I: Well , the worst time . 

S: Eighteen . 

I: Eighteen? That' s how old you are now . · So it' s . 
you mean it j ust happened this year or . ? 

S: Mm-hmm . It was this year . Well, I feel this is the 
worst time of _my life . 
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I :  Right now? 

S :  Mm-hmm . Well, it just happened a few months ago . 

I :  May I ask what happened? 
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S :  Oh, my fat�er passed . And I was on my way home and 
I was too late, I didn't get there in time . 

I :  Oh, I ' m  sorry . 

S :  Yes. I was on my way there . 

I :  Did you know he was ill? 

S :  Yes . Because I talked to my sister the night before . 
And she told me to rush home, so I caught the 1 : 15 
bus out of here and- I live right in Nashville, so 
it' s about a three hour drive-

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S :  So I didn' t get there till 5 : 3 5 and he passed at 
10 : 15 . . .  I feel that that' s been the worst time . 

I :  And that ' s  still kind of with you . 

S :  Mm-hmm . Yes . It still is . 

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

I :  

Urn, okay . The next question is : do you most often 
daydream about the past, the present, or the future? 

Mostly? 

Mm-hmm . 

I ' ll say the future .  

All right . 

I ' ve got some "if"  questions ·for you .. If you learned 
today, Z, that you were about to lose all sight in 
both eyes, what changes in your life would you 
anticipate? 

S :  If I knew that I were about to be . . .  lose my sight 
in both eyes? 



I: Mm-hmm . 
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S: Hmm . This is a hard question, ' cause I . never thought 
about losing my sight . Um, well, I ' d  do more of the 
things that I like to do, like run . Um, I ' d. try to 
get in a lot of things . now-

I: Before you lost it . 

S: Mm-hmm . 

I: What if you found out you were j ust about to, it was 
j ust about to happen, you know, there . wasn' t much 
time? What kind of . like suppose you were just 
about to lose your sight and it was going to happen, 
there really wasn ' t  any time? What kind of changes 
in your life would you expect? You know, after you 
lost your sight? 

S: Well, um I feel that it would be like, people would 
be holding on to me more and they would be lookin ' 
after me more . And I don ' t  care too much for that . 

I: Mm . 

S: But I never thought about losin ' my sight (chuckles) . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

7 .  I: All right . Here' s another "if" : if you won - a 
million-dollar lottery today, how would it change 
your life? 

S: Hm . I would have a car of my own (chuckles·) ,  first 
thing . And um a home . And I �i ght stay in school, 
I wouldn 't  drop out j ust because I had the money . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: And I ' d  probably buy some more .things for my mother . 

I :  Mm-hnun . 

S: · And the rest would probably go in the bank . 

I: Anything else you' d do w�th it? br anything else 
t}:lat Y.ou could see that would change? 

S: Car . Of my own . That' s all . 
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8. I: All right. The last que�tion is: if you could have 
either $100 now or $200 a year from now , which would 
you choose? 

S: Two hundred a year from now (laughs) . 

I: Okay . . Why? 

S: Because I could I could I could wait for the $100 
more. 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: Instead of taking the $100 now , because if I take· 
it now then I can ' t  get the $20 next year , right? 
Isn ' t  that what you ' re saying? 

I: Two hundred dollars . 

S: Right . 

I: Right . If you take .the 100 now you don ' t  get the 
200 next year. 

S: Well � I could wait for the $200 . I could wait . 



Subject #60 -Male ; Low PD Group 

1 .  I :  The first question is: have you taken out any 
insurance policies? 

S :  No . 

I: Okay . Any particular reason why not? 

S :  Well, because my parents have taken care of that 
. . .  I ' m not independent .  

I: They have uh insurance out on you? 

· S: I ' m pritty certain . 

I: . Do you know what kinds? 
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S :  Um, insurance-health , medical insurance 
not sure if li fe ins�rance . 

I -' m  

I: Mm-hmm . 

2 .  I: Okay . Um, next one is: do you plan to have children? 

S: Yes . 

I:. Okay . What I ' m wondering is: do thoughts about the 
direction that the world is going in enter into yo_ur 
plans to have children? 

S: Ahh , economically , yes . Only in you know the expense . 
It would have something to do with determin'ing how 
many children I would have . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: But , other than that , no-· no other . .  

3 .  I: Uh, all right . The next one is: do you think that 
the best time of your life is behind you , ahead of 
you , o'rwith you now? 

S: I believe it ' s  ahead of me . · 

I: Ahead . Uh, can you say about how old you ' ll be when 
that best time comes? 
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S :  Mm I believe the best time would probably be . 

in my 30 ' s . 

I: In your 30 ' s? 

S :  Mm-hnun . 

I :  Any particular thing you expect to happen then? 

S: · Well, I j ust see myself as uh uh settling down you 
know-entering into . a different stage . I would be 
out of school, I would have my career planned out, 
I ' d probably be married um seems like right around 
sometime in my 30 ' s . It ' d  fit in altogether of 
what I ' ve been striving for in my · 20' s .  

I: And you ' re how old right noi? 

· s :  Twenty-one . 

I: Twenty-one . 

4 .  I: Okay . On the other side of the coin: do you think 
the worst time of your life is behind you, ahead of 
you, or with you now? 

S: Mm I would say, I would say . . . this is· ha.rd 
(laughs) ! .Uh, right now, I guess, would be the 
worst time . There ' s  a lot of uncertainties­
personally, ·there ' s  a lot of uncertainties in my 
life right now . And uh-a lot of unanswered 
questions, a lot of unanswered emotions . So I 
guess it would be right now . 

5 .  I: Um, next one is: do you most often daydream about 
the past, the present, or the future? 

S: Ah, I don ' t  do any long distance daydreaming . If 
I daydream, I daydream about things that might occur 
like you know in a day or hope it' s  gonna happen 
over the weekend . 

I: Mm-hmm . 

S: But uh I gu�ss I would daydream I guess into the 
future, but not in the distant future . 



I :  Uh-huh . 

S: Not the real distant future . 

I: The close future . . 

S: Mm . Just the close future . A week or a month . 
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6. I: All right . I ' m going to ask you some "if"  questions . 

S: Mm-kay . 

I: If you learned today that you were about · to lose al l 
sight in both eyes , what changes in your life would 
you anticipate? 

S: Um , anticipate . change mm . . . .  just a 
change in my attitude towards al l things . I would 
try to you know uh achieve a more realistic view 
you know of perceiving-if I can ' t  see , then I ' d  
have to change my attitude on how things , how I 
would perceive things to be from hearing , you know . 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S: Maybe uh-I guess the biggest thing would be 
conununicating with peop le . The voice you know­
try to tell  their emotions by how they speak , how 
how their voice is . . .  or . . .  Would you ask the 
question again (laughs)? 

I: Sure . 

· s : I ' ve lost it . 

I: Sure . Sure . If you learned today that you were . 
about to lose all  sight in both eyes , what changes 
in your life would you anticipate? 

S: I would also feel that-I wouldn ' t  feel cheated . I 
would I th�nk I ' d  accept it very well . So , that ' s  
hard to answer . .  � what changes would I anticipate 
(to himself)? I ' d  feel like maybe I ought to change 
my maj or (laughs) ' cause I wouldn ' t-my j ob that I 
. . .  wouldn ' t  make a very successful . . .  

I: What is it that you ' re-
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S :  Well, I was gonna enter a certain business with my 
father. 

I :  Mm-hmm. 

S :  Uh, I ' d need to find something easier t6. do . So . 
that would be a major change I would make. I ' d 
probably want to come more close to people-dealing 
with people . counseling or something like that. 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S :  Is that okay? 

I :  Yeah. That ' s  fine . 

I :  Uh, here ' s  another II  if II : if you won a million-dollar 
lottery today, how would it change your life? 

S :  It wouldn ' t  change my life very significantly . I 
would stil� go to school ; I would put it in the bank . 
I would probably still . . .  uh · go on with all my 
plans. 

I :  Mm-hmm . 

S :  You know just-my goals . And I might pick .up a few 
you know . . .  toys or something like ( laughs ) . I ' d 
just you know k�ep livin ' the same life I am . 

I :  

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

Mm-hmm. 

All right . If you could have either a $ 1 0 0  now or 
$ 2 0 0  a year from now, which would you choose? 

A $ 1 0 0  right now (without hesitation ) . 

Okay . Why? 

' Cause I ' m almost broke (laughs ) and I need it now. 
And I ' d just as soon . . .  who knows, there might 
not . be next . year for me (laughs) . 

I :  What about-

s :  Well, like I said there might not be a next year 
(laughs) . But uh if I could have it now . 



Like I say, I don ' t  look too far into the f�ture, 
I kind of look to the weekend or the next day . . 

I :  Mm-hmm. 

s: So, I would pro.bably want it now . 

I :  Mm-hmm . Al l right . 

2 0 4  
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� Subj ect # 63-Female :  Low PD Group 

1. I: Al l right .. The first one is: have you taken out 
any insurance pol icies? 

S :  Yes . 

I: All right . What kinds? 

S :  I ' ve taken out an accidental insurance pol icy and . 
a hospital ization insurance pol icy .  

I: Mm-hmm . Okay. Can you tel l me why? 

S: Why? Okay. I took out a hospital ization insurance 
pol icy because you never know when yo� ' re gonna get 
sick you know and I ' m  not one of those well -to-do 
persons that you know can go to the hospital ind can 
pay any kind of fee . And it would help me out you 
know financial ly l ike that and uh also I ' ve got a a 
accidental life and death insurance pol icy ,  because 
urn I don ' t  know I sort of think that ' s  a ·good thing 
to do you know becau�e you know you never know when· 
you ' re gonna die and you know you never know how 
you ' re gonna di� . And if _ you ' re in an accident you 
know somebody else could be the cause of you dying­
some drunk person could run over you or run into 
your car or something l ike that you know . And I 
feel like that a l ife itself is . . .  you can never 
pay for , but the money that your family would receive 
for the insurance you know it could help them out · 
you know in a lot of financial different situations 
you know . I feel regardless to whether your fami ly 
is rich or poor , money could sti l l  help out ; you · 
know . And and the money is you know is to rne­
$ 20 , 000 or $ 40 , 000 wouldn ' t  pay for my l ife , you 

· know . It ' s  not like being there , being able to 
experience l ife - because you ' re gone you know. 

I: You ' re not saying it could pay for your l ife . 

S: But no you know I ' m  not saying that it ' l l pay for 
my l ife ,  but I mean you know at least it ' l l leave 
my fami ly _ with you know they can ' t  you know . . .  
I don ' t  know because I feel l ike thoughts are the 
best thing . . . memories and thoughts are the· best 
thing in the world that can be left of a person to 
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have of a dead one you know of a beloved one that' s 
dead . Um, but you know with the money situation­
but like I said if I got ran over by a drunk man or 
something like thi s and-with my family receiving 
money then I feel like they would feel a little 
better you know : "Well um H is gone _but you 
know we can remember her by this money you know that 
she was you know she had insurance it can help us 
out " . • •  this and that you know ; 

I :  Are you married,  by the way? 

S :  No . 

I :  No . So when you say " family " you ' re talking about 
the family you grew up with . 

S :  Yes . Parents, s � sters, stuff like that . Yes . 

2 .  I :  O�ay . Next one is : do you plan to have children?. 

S :  Yes ( giggles ) .  

I :  All right . What I ' m wondering is : do thoughts 
about the direction that the world is going in uh 
enter into your plans to have children? 

S :  Yes . Okay , because to me children are maturin' so 
fast nowadays you know . I have a s ister that' s 15 
years old and when I was 15 I was nothing like the 
way she is today you know . They ' re so mature and 'it 
seems like even little children I ' ve noticed two or · 
three years old you know they know so much . Seems 
like they know so much more than I did when· I was 
t�at young . And �ou know and and pe6ple are so 
open--which I think is good. to a certain extent . 
But the people in t�e world . today you know ·children 
-they don' t have respect anymore . Parents don' t 
teach their children respect . And they don ' t  care 
you know . And sometimes people _ say : "Nell , . you 
know you can ' t  be too strict on your children . "  
Well , you- I feel you have to be strict to a certain 
extent, and then I thought you know what would it be 
like in this world bringin' up a child that you love 
you know being strict and okay and you start being 
strict with a child and you know how peer groups are 
-· they have a tendency to say this and that about 
your parents or this and that about you . 



I :  Mm-hmm . 
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S: Which-okay I could care less about but · you know it 
it' s something else bringing up a child in this 
world . And I feel like if I would you know i f  I 
had of been born earlier say maybe in the early 
1900 ' s, had ·a ·choice · to·be born early say in the 
early · l900 ' s and today, well the time that I was, 
I would prefer the time that I was because okay now 
the children it' s lik� I you kriow keep constantly 
saying they' re more intelligent . Urn, there' s  a 
drive to become somebody you know . And and that is 
good whereas you know, especially being Black, 
children in 1900 that · was born all they knew was 
j ust a farm and you know little things that that 
would make somebody else rich you know seem like 
they didn' t focus on you know becoming somebody of 
their own and and reaching the . utmost that they 
possibly could you know . And and that' s ·important 
to me and you know I don' t know when I have my 
children (laughs) -see I was raised a little old- ·. 
fashioned-like you know, although I was involved 
in various activities and stuf f ,  my parents you 
know we had different values and stuff and and they 
taught me re9pect and how to be a lady and every­
thing . And and you know and-

I: You like those values . 

S: . I love those values, because to me nowadays we have 
soinarl! young people that don' t care anything about 
. thernse ves, don' t give respect to anyone else, don' t  
care. whether or not they receive respect, and to me 
you know that' s not a lady you know that ' s  that ' s  no 
quantitites of a lady . I feel l1ke there are too 
many females walkin ' around with dresses that are 
not ladies . We got a lot of females and a lot of 
males in the world . And I feel the same about males, 
too, you know . And and then I ask mysel f: "Well, 
how can you expect for a man or even another woman 
to give .you respect when you

.
don' t even respect your 

own sel f you know ." At one time I was really hung up 
o"n. this you know ( smiling broadly ) .  But see when I 
have my children (giggles) you know I want them . to 
get the best education they possibly can . And I · 
hope that I ' ll be in a situation where I ' ll be . able 
to give them all.the things they need and some of 
the things they want . But I want them to learn 
there's more in life than being able to get what 
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you want and you know and and be wild-when I mean 
"wild " :  not carin ' or respectin ' yoursel f in a 
respectable manner or something like that . 

I: You want to get across  those v�lues . 

S: Definitely you know I mean even though peopie mi�ht 
say: " It's a little old-fashioned this is 1980 you 
know. "  Yeah , this is 1980 bu·t you know you know 
there ii still the need to be a lady you know and to 
carry yoursel f in a man-like manner you know gentle- · 
man- like you · know . Because-oh I ' m so glad you ' re 
talkin ' about this (excitedly) ! Okay , I used to get 
frustrated you know because there are so many to me 
so many girls  in the · world world without that have 
baby without fathers and stuf f like this . Wel l , I 
feel like everybody ' s  entitled to one mistake , but 
I have you know friends that I went to high school 
with you know had babies after babies and babies 
after babies . Tci me you know how were they you kriow 
where wa s the respect you know . I don ' t  see what 
they gained from it . Maybe a little Wel fare check , 
and that ' s  nothing you know . I mean a check couldn ' t  
take care of me , not only me and my two or three 
children you know . And and you know and seem like 
the people who want to be somebody in life you know 
they would want�do something . . .  I don ' t  know , 
I think it ' s  real bad ! 

I: Okay . Al l right . Okay . That ' s fine . 

S: (Giggling) .  Okay . 

3 .  I :  Okay . The next one is: do you think the be st time 
of your life is behind you , ahead of you , or· with 
you now? 

S: Ahead of me . 

I: Ahead of you . 

S: Yes . 

I: How old do you think you ' l l be when. that best time 
happens ?  

S: When that b� st time hap�ens . I think from the age 
of-20 , between 23 and 25 . 
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I: Twenty-three and 25 . 

S: Yes . Okay, because when I think of best time-okay 
right now I ' m in college and I ' m trying to achieve 
something you know . I ' m I ' m reaching for a goal, 
trying to . become somebody . And at the present time 
I ' ve go�ten you know- I  used to be a very active 
person and for a while I j ust stopped . And now I ' ve 
gotten involved in various activities and I '·m getting 
a chance to meet a lot of people and everything . And 
you know and and this is something I like is I feel 
that it ' s  a great experience . Not only for me , but 
it would be for anybody . And you know and it seem 
like a whole lot o f  things-well a lot of things are 
are coming my way you know . There are times when I . 
sit down and I think, - I

° 

say, " Oh gosh you know I 
don ' t see how I ' m gonna do this and I don ' t  see how 
I ' m gonna do that . " And the next thing I know you 
know here come� something you know that ' s  opening a 
way for me and everything you know . And I don • ·t 
know you know I feel like that I have really been 
blessed because there were times-even when I started 
here at Memphis State-that I didn ' t  se� you know 
well how am I gonna go to school· . I don ' t  have a 
job you know, I don ' t  have enough money or anything 
like that . I mean and somehow I got _a job-I feel 
like- I don ' t feel like it .was a a-oh gosh what ' s  
the_ word I ' m looking for? 

I: A miracle? 

S: I feel like-well, I believe in . . .  well, yes it 
was a miracle . I feel like that it was God working . · 
You know because I ' m somewhat religious also and _and 
you know and He knew that this is something I really 
wanted to do and and I was you know I ' m striving to 
do it in the best way that I possibly can . And I 
feel that He ' s  showing me, " I f you take one step, 
H, you know I ' ll take two. I ' ll go along with 
you . And you know and just don ' t  doubt Me and even 
though there are times you know when we all doubt 
ourselves and doubt how things will come about or 
turn out for us . "  

- I: Let me ask you something, II . You said that you 
thought the best time would come like between 2 3  and 
25 . 

S: Yes· . 
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I :  Urn, do you have a specific thing that you think is 
going to happen then, or what makes 23 to 25 so-

s :  So special? 

I :  Yeah . 

S :  Well maybe I should have said between 23 and 30 
(laughs) . 

I :  No, I just- 23 to 25 is fine- I just wondered if -

s :  Okay, right, right, I understand . Because between 
the ages of  23 and 25 urn I would have been graduated 
from college, perhaps held my master ' s  degree, I ' ll 
be workin·g, and I hope by the age of 25 I '  11 somewhat 
be at the peak of my life . I ' ll be doin ' exactly 
what I want to do in li fe-working with people . 

I :  Mm-hmm . And how old are you right now? 

S :  I ' m 21 . 

I :  Twenty-one . 

S :  Mm-hmm . 

4 . I :  Okay . Let me ask you on the other side of the coin : 
do you think the worst time of your life is behind 
you, ahead of you, or with you now? 

S :  That ' �  hard becau�e . . .  I don' t know . . .  that' s  
hard to say because-okay I have experienced, I ' ve 

. I ' ve really had some bad experiences and yciti know 
I don ' t look upon them as as the worst time in my 
life . I j ust look upon them as something that 
happened that will make me, that will help·me be a 
better lad-uh woman later on in life . That would 
help me be a little stronger . . You kno� that ' s  how 
I look at what one would call my bad experiences . 

. I don ' t look upon them as you know "something really 
bad has happened to me . "  Sure, through the exper­
bad experience-i f one would like to call it that­
that I ' ve gone through I ' ve learned a great deal, 
I ' ve gained a lot . And but you know I know it ' ll 
help me so, I don ' t  look upon it as something bad . 

I :  Mm-hmm . Okay . All right . 
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5 .  I :  Um , next one : .do you most often daydream about the 
past , the present , or the future? 

S :  Oh , gosh ( sighs nervously ) !  Mm. I guess the future. 

I :  The future . 

S :  Yeah. 

6 .  I :  Okay. Okay , I ' ve got· ··some "if"  questions for· you . 

S :  Okay. 

I :  If you learned today that you were about to lose all 
sight in both eyes , what changes in your life would 
you anticipate? 

S :  What changes? . Okay , if I learned that I was about 
to lose my sight in both eyes , one big change would 
be- I  know I would have to make-is to be able to 
adapt to not being able to see things anymore . And 
one thing that I would I would do is that" I would 
really begin to pray to God t6 give me the strength 
and to be able to cope with such a situation you 
know . To be able to live on and and even though 
that I become blind , I ' ve become blind to to function 
as an individual with sight . Because I really think · 
a great deal of the handicapped people-the blind , 
the retarded , or what have you when they can uh 
perform the role of a noimal individual you know-. 
somebody like you and· I-who who who who wants to 
prove to society : " Because I ' m  like this I still 
can be somebody . "  And that ' s  what I would want to 
do. 

7. I :  Ah , here' s another "if. " 

S :  Okay . 

I :  If you won a million-dollar lottery today , how would 
it change your life? 

S :  How would it change my life? 

I :  Mm-hmm. 

S :  ( Sigh ) .  I don' t. see-okay like it may change my 
appearance a little- I ' d go out and buy me some 
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clothes (laughs) . But uh I wouldn ' t  want it . to 
change my life you know . I don ' t  think it �ould , 
because ·1 like being me , I like the H that I 

· am you know . And I wouldn ' t  want to ch�nge , I 
wouldn ' t  want to let money or any other type. of 
material thing change me you know . ' Cause I've 
I ' ve seen this happen to so many people-because · 
people have a tendency to forget where they came 
from . 
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I :  Mm-hmm . 

S :  I think that ' s  important . 

I : Mm-hmm . 

I :  

S :  

I :  

S :  

Okay . Um , if you could have either $1 0 0  now or $20 0 
a year from now , ·which would you choose? 

The $ 10 0  now (laughs) . 

Okay . Why ? 

Because I ' m broke (laughs) ! Um , I feel that a $ 10 0  
now because . . .  I don' t know whether I ' ll be · 
livin' two years from now you know . And uh · ! don' t 
-if if I ' m living , I don ' t  know whether -what type 
of situation I might be in . I might be married­
married to a rich man . Or I might be workin ' havin ' 
a-makin ' a very good salary . So , I would prefer 
it now because you know I feel that okay , in a sense , 
'I feel that we should live and do what we can t�day 
and not focus so much on tomorrow , as far as some­
thing material like that you know , as iar as mon�y 
like that . And then I also feel like that you know 
learn to save for tomorrow , as well as you know 
spend today you know but ! _ would prefer it .today . 

I :  All right . Okay . 
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