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CEAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Definition of the Problem

Supervisors of instrusction in the State of Tennessee
are necsssarily concerned with improving instruetion given
to the children of the state., Thls means, of ocourse, that
they are directly concerned with the temohing persannel and
what the personnel teaoh.

The writer has been in supervision for only two years;
however, she has scme very definite ideas concerning the
approach to supervision. One of these 1deas 1s indirestly
responsible for this study. That idea is the bellef that
to improve a sehool program you mast first know what
teachers think they are trying to do and how they are going
about accomplishing this.

0ften 1t is muoh easier to talk of doing something
than to actuslly do somethinge-as is said "Easler sald than
done." It 1s important in education to examine what is
being done in light of what 1s being attempted. To
evaluate in this manner 13 to find a basis on whioch to

begin improvements.



In this study, the problem is to make & comparison
between what the teachers in the Etowah City School System
say they are trying to do and actual classroom practices.
This will in no way be an effort to eriticize or belittle
any teacher., Rather, this study will be made in an effort
to help the supervisor and the classroom teasher better
understand what they are trying to do, how they are doing
what they are trying to do, and how improvements may be made
in the school program.

In connection with this problem it is necessary to
make some explanation of how the need for this study came
to light.

For the sake of a clearer understanding, the writer
would like to mention here the Supervisors! In-Service
Training Program sponsored by the State Department of
Education and the Univerasity of Tennesssee. This progranm
provides for work during two summer sessions at the
University and work during one schoal year under leadership
from the University and from the State Department. This
program was established to help improve supervision in the
State of Tennessee. The writer feels very fortunate to have
been given the opportunity to participate in Group II of this

program,



The summer of 1949 was her first summer of work in
the program at the University, and she had one year of
supervision behind her. There was a feeling of lnsesurlty
in what she was trying to do; however, during that swmmer's
work lmowledge and understanding were gained from the other
supervisors in the group that could not have been gained in
any other way. The writer also gained confidence in what
she was trying to do in her work. Through her assoclation
with this group and with her advisor a feesling that she was
golng in the right direction was gained, and she was able to
establish more o¢learly in her mind her own philosophy.

As this first summer's work progressed, she began to
realize the importance of actually doing what you believe ia
right in education. Shs realized, too, that so many times
in education, as well as in other flelds, it ls easy to may
you baelieve one thing becauss it sounds good, and then when
you find yourself on the job it is easier to do another
thing--as somotimes happens in the clasarcom. She felt
that since shs had a small situatlion in which to work, she
was afforded the opportunity to examine with the teachsrs in
her system what they said they were trying to do in light of

what they were actually practieing in the classroous.



Importance of Study and the Uses to be Made

- Methods of teaching and classroom prastices are
ohanged when philosophies are ghanged-ethat 1s, when
philosophies are examined and develupeds It 1s one thing
to state a philosophy and quite another thing to really
understand the statements, Only through understending and
honest belief can a philosophy be prasticed. Through this
study the writer believes the teachers in the Etowah City
Schools can develop a better understanding of their own
philosophies and through an understanding will be able to
broaden their own philosophies and will be able to improve
classroom practices., She feels that the teachers are
anxious to improve, but they must feel that they are working
in the right direction and understand the way they are working.

Helping teachers to help children is an important task,
and with this task goes a very grave responsibility. The
approach to helping teachers 1z necessarily of concern dbesause
as the teacher 1s influenced so the child is influenced;
therefore, as the teascher needs to understand the child and
what they are trying to accomplish so the supsrvisor needs
to understand the teacher and what she is trying tec do with
the child. Making this study and using it is a atep in the

direction not only of letting the supervisor know what is



being done but to help the teasher better understand what
~she 1s doing, how she ia doing, and how to improve. The
writer does not mean to say that teachers do not lnow what
they are doing, though it 1s sometimes easy to continue what
someone before you has sterted without questioning the
validity of 1t. This is especially true if what is being
done bhas been accepted by those ¢oncerned.

It ia hoped that this study has been made in such a
manner that every teacher has benefited. It has not been a
" study of the teachers of the Etowah City School S8ystem but
rather a study with the teachers. Information eencerning
the objectives of the teachera has been used as a dbasis for
classroom observationa, Then these objectives plus observa-
tions were used as a basis for conferring and planning with
the teachers, It is hoped that this study will give a fairly
clear pigture of the program of edusation in the Etowah City
8chools. It is hoped, too, that this study will make it
posaible to make some improvements "pight here right now."
The results should furnish a basis for future planning for

improvements for the school systen.



Sources of Information and Data and Procedures Used

In making this study, the first step was that of
determining what the teachers in the system felt they were
trying to do. The writer was not surs Just how she should
do this, and her first attempt in securing this information
was not very successful, This is shown in the following
parsgraphs.

The day before the Etowah City Sechools opened for
registration in September 1949 all the teachers in the system
met for & gsonference, At this meeting, the writer told of
har summerts experiences at the University. Then as a
means of finding out what the teachers felt important for
the school system to do this year, she asked for replies
from all the teachers to the following question: “What do
you think the City Sehool System of Etowah should éo for the
children of Etowaht" This question was given to the teachers
with very little eémment son¢erning the kinds of answers they
might give.

Some of the replies to this question were concerned
entirely with the physical equipment the teachers felt they
needed to ald them in thelr teaching. Other replies were
concerned with what the teachers felt should bappen to boys
and girls in the Etowah 01ty Schools.
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The writer is not sure that too mich time or thought
was given to some of the replies received, and she is not
sure the question was understood by all the teacheras; howe
ever, the major purpose being to get a picture of what the
teachsrs felt the functien of the schools should be and this
purpose being partially defeated in the replies received to
the queation, she then decided to ask all the teschers to
make a copy of the objesctives that thwy keep in thely
school registers. These objectives are stated later in this.
study. |

The next step seemed to be to explain to the teachers
soms of the plans for this study, Through faculty meetings
explanations wore made to the teachers that ths job of a
supervising teacher was that of helping them to do hetter
whatever they were trying to do. Then it was explained to
them that the writer would use their objeatives as a basis
for observation and that she would like to vialt in their
clagsrooms and then plan for conferences. She explalined
that during these sonferences she would like for them to
talk together about what he or she 1s trying to ascomplish,
how he or she 1s going about accomplishing 4t and ways in
‘whieh he or she might be able to improve what is being done.
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The writer explained to the teachers that she felt this might
be one of the best possible ways for her to help them, She
also suggested that in this manner it might be possible to
determine what the entire school aystem is tryling to do.
None of the teashers obJected to this plan; some of them
thought that it was & good plany some of them were more or
less indifferent. However, the responss to this plan for
the most part was favorable.

Aftor 1ntro€nning the plan t6 the teashers in the
above manner, the sources of information that could be used
for this atudy and how what already had been collscted oould
be tied in with the study were conaildered. The sources de-
cilded upon were agatamnnts by the teachers of the obJeatives
they had set up for the year, data that could be collected
thrrough observation in the classrocms, the comments and
statements made by the teachers as the writer worked with
them, and ths astual classroom activities that the teachers
carry on as they teash the children. As this study advanced
another kind of information sesmed necessary. Th&a‘in:avnltidn

wes gongerned with how the teachers formulated their objestives,

Organization for Presentation

Thus far in this chapter, the writer has attempted to
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give a definition of the problem, explain the importance of
the study and the uses to be made of it, and the sources of
information and data that will be used, In the remaining
shapters the community of Etowah will be dessribed. Such
factors as the geographisal eonditions, escnomio conditlions,
social ccnditions, and political conditions will be preaented.
A desoription of the Btowah City School System and an analysis
of the Etowah City Seohool staff will be given. Then ths
stated objectives of the teachers in the system as stated by
the teachers are pressntad, togethsr with an analysis of
these objesctives. A comparison between the stated objectives
of the teachers and the actual classroom practices and pro-
cedures will then be made. This comparison will be made from
ol@uiﬂi&d objectives as explained in Chapter IV. 1In the last
chapter, an attempt will be made t0 show the weaknesses in the
sohool program, This will be done by noting the objectives
\vhich‘ the teashers are not meeting with thelr classroom
activities. Implications for strengthening these weaknesses
will bs indiocated,



CHAPTER II

THE COMMUNITY, THE SCHOOL SYSTEM, THE STAPF

The Community

Etowah is located sixty miles south of Enoxville and
135 miles north of Atlanta in MeMim County of East
Tennessee, It is on U. S. Highway lj11, connecting with
Highway No. 30. Etowah 1is adjasent to the Cherokee National
Forest, famous for wild boar hunts, bear and deer hunting,
and only sixteen miles from the great Tellico Pishing Area.
The terminal of the Knoxville~Atlanta division of the L, &
N. Railroad is in Etowah,

The population of Etowah (1947) is 5,000, and the
population for the oounty (1947) is 35,000. Three per cent
of this population is Negro.

The general types of employment in Etowah are farming,
textile manufacturing and railroading., The industries in
Etowah are: Sport Wear Sales Corporation«-boys! and
children's hosiery, Niller-Smith cmmnmaiaﬁ, ¥organ
Manufaoturing Company--work shirts and pants, Brown Brothers
Milling Campanye-flour, East Side Milling Companye-gcornmeal,
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feeds, J. W, Trew & Sons~~flowr, feeds, Jolly Manufasturing
Company««ghildren’s and infants' outer wear, Etowah Coes«
Cola Bottling Company-<Cosa-Cola, Etowah Foundry--stove
parts, farm maochinery. The raw materials of Etowah are oak,
pine and poplar timber. The minerals are iron and copper,
and the chief agricultural produets are corn and wheat.

There are three different sources of tranaportation
in Etowahe«rallroad, dbus service, trusck service. The
L, & N, Rallroad makes availgble a plckeup services the
Tennessee Coach Company and the Newton Bus Line affords
bus services. There are three truck lines through Etowah,
this being the headquarters for one truek line.

The TVA and Btowah Utilitles Department supply the
power for Etowah with standard TVA rates, The water comes
from the various wells and springs surrounding Etowah., The
dally pumping capaeity is 750,000 gallona., Etowah has four
coal yards, prceposed natural gas dilstribution, dutane gas
and the Dockery Gas Company. Industrial fuel is brought
into Etowah in tank car lota by truck and by rail. Etowah
has storm and sanltary sewsrs, an electric dilsposal plant
and facilities available to industrial users.

Etowah has Southern Bsll Telsphone servises and the

Weastern Union Telegraph service. These services ars open



daily to the publie from 7130 a.,m. to 9130 p.m,

The City Government of Etowah is gomposed of a Mayor
and Commission, There are five commissicners with the
position of mayor falling to the one who receives the most
votea in the election, The aslty charter was established in
1909. There are soning ordinenges. The ¢ity hes a uniformed
poiise force, cne polise ear, five regular firemen, fifteen
volunteer firemen, and three fire engines. There are three
sehool board menbers., They are slested by popular vote with
one of the eity commissioners as the commissloner of education.

Etowah has one bank with resources over $1,000,000.

The trading fasilities of Etowah consist of department
atores, grocery stores, drug stores, hardware stores, Jjewelry
stores, and gift shops. Some of the other services offered

to the people of Etowah are: general scontractor aend foundry
| services, machine and automotive repair services, carpenter
services, plumbing end tin shops; laundry and dry ocleaner
servicea, tailors, studios, and ambulance servige. Etowah

also has a waekly newspaper, The Etowah Enterpriss.

In Btowah there are two hotels with fifty rooms,
One of these hotels is a Grade A hotel. There are five
restaurants in Etowah. Two of them are Grade A restaurants.

The recreation iz somewhat limited in Etowah., There
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1s a high sehool athletic field, a high school gymnasium,
‘one theater, one swimming poolwsopen only in the summer, a
ity recreation program partially supervised during the
sumer, and a bowling alley. ‘

) Etowash is fortunate to have a great many churohes
with their various chureh organizations., There are five
Baptist churches, three Methodist shurches, one Prasbyterian
eshurch, one Eplscopal church, two Christian chureches, one
Chureh of God, one Ohureh of Christ, and one Catholls
ehuroh.

There are three school builldings in Etowahe-the
grammar school, grades l-5p junior high sshool, grades 6-8;
the high sshool, grades 9«12. The high school 1s a sounty
school while the lower grades are clty sehools, and they are
under different adminilstrative groups. There is also a
publiec 1lidrary in the city.

The business dlstriet of Etowah lies along the highway.
0n one side of the highway lies the railroad, The L. & N,
Railroad owns this property from oity limit to ecity limit,
and there are no business houses on this property with the
exception of several filling stations,

Along ths railroad treocks thers is a row of "section®

houses that are owned by the rallroad, These houses are
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ocoupied by the men and their families who are «mplo#cd on
the "section gang." The "section gang"” is made up of men
who rcp&ir and fix the propsrties of the ra&lrosd¢ ?he;o
houses are sturdy structures but are not very pretty because
of the dark color that is typleal of houses of thia type,
Generally, the yards are fairly well kapt; but the fwrnishings
aof the houses are poor, and the aanrcn&en&os ar; 1imited,
This 1§ a low ‘incoms group of people.

The row of "section houses™ is only one of the
esonomic diQisians of the pooylolor Et@'lhm. There are cothers,
They are Bivene Town, Cooley Town, North Etowah, Todds Park,
Peck Tauh; and then there 1s a sectlion that is given no par-
ticular name, Because of its lecatlion the frzﬁer will oall
this section the Middle section. The divisions have been
designated economis divizions because of the writerts own
understanding of this ocommanity.

Bivens Town 13 a asotion whare the people have gardens
and live stogk end in a small sense bring farming into the
community., This section lles to the south of Etowah and the
people sare variocusly employed:. The homss are average=
possibly belowe«in comfort, and the income 1s moderate with

a good deal of thelr food being ralsed at home.
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Cooley Town, %to the north, is a section of about four
or five strests of from two to three bloecks eash, This
section seems to drop from its surroundings into what we
might harshly but yet justly call the slums, By this the
writer means shagks, dirty yards, dirty obildren, the
general appearance of ignorance and "don't care" attitude.

May the writer indicate here that she 1s trying to
ploture separately the parts of Etowah that come to malke
the whole somminity, and when she speaks of Etowah she is
including the whole community of Etowah not just from ity
1imit to city limit,

North Etowah will be mentioned next becsuse it seems
more or less to surround Cooley Town. The income of this
group is moderate; therefore, the homes are moderate, The
employment of this group is varied, This seetlon is on the
opposite slde of the community from Bevins Town but might be
compared with it, The difference is that in North Btowah
iese gardening 1is done, and this section is more thiekly
populated,

The next section is ealled Todds Park, The name seems
to indicate even to an outsider that this would be the section
where the people of the highest economie and sceisl standing

would livae, It may be that the writer's feeling about this
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is dus to the facet that this name is so familliar to her and
that she recognizes immedlately what the name implies., In
this section some of the homes are the very nicest homes in
Etowah, Most all the homes in this section are well above
the average and are well furnished with all modern eonveniences,
The children from this section sesm %o have a more cultured
background., This sestion lies between the Bevins Town
seotion and the Middle seotion. It is about four blosks
wide and eight or ten blocks leng. The ossupations repre~
sented by the people of this section are business owners and
rellroad msn,

The Middle section of Etowah is about elght dlosks
long and eight blocks wide and 1s located between Todds Park
and North Etowah, The people of this section have good,
steady incomes, nise homes and modern sonveniences. Thelr
ocoupations are varled«-glerks, managers, mill supervisors,
business owners, stenographers, and others.

Peck Town 1s the last section to be diseussed, This
section could be gompared to Bevins Town expept that 1t is
a smaller section and lies to the west of Todds Park.

The writer would like to sum up what she has said
about the sectlionx of Etowah, It seems that there are about

four economic sections, They are, the above average, the



17
average, the low, and the very low, Oeographically, the
above average and the average sections lie in the center of
Etowah, and the low and very low groups live on the out-
skirts, It ia interesting to note that this 1s the reverse
of what is generally found in large cities.

The writer, as the attendanse teacsher, has besn taken
into some of the homes of the low and very low standards, and
she can say that there are certainly conditions in Etowah
that she did not reallise existed: There are homes in Etowah
that would well fit in the slums of any large vity. Needleas
to say these homes are the homes that have to be visited
because of attendance problems, Generally spesiting, these
homes are the homes that produse not only attendance problems,
but health problems, soeial problems, mental problems, and
enotional problems. Here certainly is a situstion where an
sdunational leader might well do some esxsellent leading.

In speaking of themse economie groups the writer would
1like to say that for the most nart Etowah has pretty, well
kept homes and from these homes Goms seme of the fibwt
children., If the writer has seemed to dwell on the subjest
of the very low income group, it is because this probleme~
even though it constitutes only a small section of our ocibtyee
ia close to her heart, Something needs to be done and if
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the problem can not be met directly at the present tlnrough
education, a great deal can be done to remove this situation
in the future.

In BEtowah there 1is a olty school PTA, and there i»
~alao a high sehool PTA, There are several cther organiss-
tiona in Etowah. They aret! Llona Qlub, VFW, Amerlcan
Legion, American Leglon Auxilisry, Chamber of Commerce,
Eastern Star, Garden Club, and Masonic Lodge. Thease
organizations have various projects and provide welfare
benefits to many of the needy.

The oity of Etowah has Girls'! Seocut snd Boys'! Sgout
organigations. The astivities of tiauo groups are variled,
They include art, mnaia; oralts, hiking, dramatics and
others. The Girl Scouts were organized in 1948, Two
parents of the commynity started the organization, It is
limited to a small nwisber of girls. The girls meet in one
of the ehuwrches, but the boys have a lodge. The boys have
been organized much lenger than the girls., They are led by
one of the city's oivie leaders, There 1s no doubt about
the benefits received from these organiszations, but these
benefits are unfortunately available to only & rfew.

In Etowah there are three sosisl groups. They come

from the above average and the average econonic groups as
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one sosial group. The low income group makes up another
sceisl group, and the very low makes up the third sosial
group. As a matter of explanation, it might be added that
there is little difference in the above average and average
economic groups. Actuslly the difference in the well being
of these groups is that the very low income group drops way
below the living standards of the other two groups. This
group is the welfars problem group and pressnts various
other problsms to the comminity. Health is probably one of
the greatest of these,

These social groups that have been menticned generally
carry through from childhood into later life. However, each
year the barriers are breaking, and the community 1s reashing
greater wnity with an improved community the goal. From the
very low group come the children who “do not £it® as the
saying goes. Many of them are rotwd;d mentally and
physically. Thsse children are not able to take advantage
of thes opportunities that are offered to them, Because of
limited facilities the schoola have not been able to set wp
programs for these shildren. Beoause of their inabilities
in some respects the real abilities of these children are
sometimes overlooked-~but it should be sald here that many
of the teachers are doing excellent joba of fitting their



school programs to these ohildren.

At pressnt there are no particulsr econtrolling forces
in ths clty of Etowah either politieal or otherwlse--however,
at other times there have besn such forces, The writer can
make no asswmptions as to what this has meant to the
comminity as far as soclal, economis, religious or educational
sonditions are concerned because she does not know. It 1is
cortainly probable that these forces did have their -effects.

To some extent the plages where leadership céuld be
and needs to be used have alguudy been shown, The writer
feels that there are several things that sould be and should
be done in an effort to improve the community of Etowah. The
two school syatems of Etowah should be more olosely related,
The publis should be awalkened to the conditions of the very
low soclal and economle groups, and the word awakened is
used because the writer was not aware of these lowsst con-
ditions until she began work as an attendance teachsr. She
now wonders how many people know that these gonditlons
actually exist, Through ccoperation of the various
organizations and institutions in the ecity much could be done
to improve these conditionas of the very low standards of
living, Thers are people who feel that these sonditions will

always exist, but the writer doubts this., However, if people
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continue Yo think that these gsonditions are actually supposed
to exist then it seems that the beat way to get at this probe
lem would be to atart with the people who are of such an
opinion. Now the question 1s how? With time, patiense, and
a lot of working together 1t can ﬁc done., A closer relation-
ship between the schools, churches, civie and soclal
organizations, business men, parents and the youth 1s needed.
Gitizens need to feel their responsibility to their commnity.
Sooner or later this can and will be sccomplished through
intelligent leadership and cocoperation.

It might be noted here that the information goneeraing
the community of Etowah was secured from the Chamber of
Commerse, and the assumptions that have been made are from
the writer's own cobservations and from tallting with various

psople in the comsmnity.

Deseription of the Schaocl 3ystem

In the Etowah City School System there are two school
plants. One plant houses the children who are in grades one
through five. The othﬁr plant houses ohildren in grades six
through eight, In referring to the two schools the writer
will ¢all one the lower grades school, indicating the plant
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housing ¢hildren in grades one through five, and the upper
grades school, indieating the plant housing ohildren in
grades six through eight,

The lower grades school has a prinocipal who teaches
the £ifth grade for a half day and is freed the rest of the
day for other duties. This prineipal has eleven fulletime
clasaroom teachers and one half-time ¢lagsroom teacher
under his lesdership, The prineclpal of the upper grades
school tsaches full time and has five fulletime elaéaroam
teachers and one half-time librarian under her leadership.

The City School System also has a halfetime musie
teacher who in paild entirely by the city. This teasher
divides her time between the two schools.

There is a full-time Janitor for each school. Ths
school lunch program maintains three cooks for the lower
grades school lunch room and two cooks for the upper
grades lunch room,

The superinvendent of tﬁo Etowah City S8chools is
enmployed by the three members of the clty board of education
as are the teachers, prinsipals, and sypervisor, The
supervisor is also the attendance teacher, The superintendent

makes recommendations to the board of education conserning
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election and plagemsnt of the sshool personnel.

The #superintendent is paid for twelve months, the
supervisor-attendance temcher is paid for ten months, and
the prinsipals and teachera for nine mmnth@;

The thres achool board members for the eity of Etowsh
are slected by popular voﬁc.‘ They are alméﬁoa for staggered
terms. The clty also has & comuissioner of education who is

elected every two years by popular votae,

Analysis of the School Staff

In analyzing the stalff of the Etowah ity Schools,
Table I has been presented on page 2l showing the follewing:
sertification of the tauahirl; degrees held; number of years
of teaching experience; number of years of sollege works
nunber of years taught in this systemi date the teacher
last attended sahool; residence, and marital status.
The teachers will be numbered 1 through 20, with no reference
to grade or plapsement.
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PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL DATA CONCERNING TEACHERS IN THE
ETONAH CITY SCHOOL SYSTEM 1949-50

No. KNo. Date
No. Years  Years ‘Iast
' Degree Years College In This Attended Resi- Marital
Teacher Certificate Held Exper. Work Syatem 3School dence S3Status

I Permanent Professionsl 28 s 26 1949-50 Etowsh Single

II Permanent Professional 9 3 5 1949 Etowah Single
III Permanent Professional 158 2 108 1949 Etowah Harried
IV Permanent Professional [ 3 12 1949 - Etowah 3ingle’

Y Pormanent Professional 9 2 1944950 BEtowah Married
VI Permanent Professional B.3. 7 k3 2 1949 Etowah Married
VII Permanent Profssaional 10 3 2 - 1949-50 Etowah Married
VIII Permasnent Professional 4 2 L 1945 Etowah Single
IX Permanent Professional 22 3 8 1949 Etowsh Single
X Permanent Professional 12 2 : 1948 Etowah Married
XI Permanent Professicual 2 15 1945 Etowah Married
XII Permanent Professional 18 3 1949-50 Etowah Married
XIII Temporary 3 23 3 19,0 Etowah Married
XIV Permanent Professional 22 2 6 1945 Btowah Married
XV Permanent Professional 18 3% 6. 19,950 Etowah Single
XVI Permanent Professional 9 2 v 1949-50 Etowah Married
XVII Permanent Professional A.B. 10 i 1937 Etowah Married
XVIII Permanent Professicnal 7 E h 1942-43 Etowah Married
XIX Permanent Professional 7 234 s 1949-50 Etowah Married
XX Permit -1 3 2 1932 Benton®uxrried

’Bnntw., Tennesses is twelve miles from Etowah in another county.
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Summary of Table

0f the twenty teachers all execept two have permanent
professional certificates, but only two hold degrees, The
number of fbarn of experlience range from three to twenty-
eight years, the average being ten and one-fifth years.

- The number years of college work ranges from tio to four and
one~half years, the average being two and fowr-fifthsyears,
The number of years taught in this syatem ranges from two to
twenty~-six years, the average being six and five~eighthsyears,
The last year the teashers have done collesge work ranges from
1932 to workshops in 1950, Sixteen of the twenty teachers
have attended college or done workshop work in the last five
years. Nineteen of the twenty teachers make their home in
Etowah., Pourteen af the twenty teachers are married. Eleven
of the twenty teachers have participated in some kind of
college training programs during 1949-50.

In considering this table from the standpoint of the
two sehools, 1t has been found that two of the teachers in
the lower grades school hold degrees, and none of the
teachers in the upper grades school hold degrees. One
teagher in the upper grades school teaches on a permit., The

other permit teacher teaches in both schools. Experience of
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" the teachers in the lower grades school ranges from four to
twenty~two years and in the upper grades sschool from three

to twentyeeight years, The college training for the teachers
of the lower grades school ranges from two to four and one-
half years and for the teachers of ths upper grades school
from two to three and one-half years, The years spent in the
Etowah City School System range from two to sixteen years for
the teachers of the lower grades school and from three to
twenty-six years for the teachers of the upper grades sshool,
The last years that the teachers of the lower grades school
attended ¢ollege rengea from 1937 to 1950 and for the teachers
of the upper grades sechool from 1940 to 1950, Four of the
twelve teachers of the lower grades school are hat married,
and two of the six teachers of the upper grades school are
not married.

These figures do not include the two teachers who
teach in both schools exuept where specifically mentioned.
Both these teachers are married; one makes her home in
Btowah; one has not been to sshool sinee 1932, but the other
attended school in 19503 one has spent two years in this
system and the other five yearsj; one has three years of
eollege training and the other has two and three-fourths

years; one has seven and ane-half years teashing experience
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and the other has five yeara. Neither of thess teachers

have degrees.

One of the important indisations from this analysis
is the faoct that in spite of families and permanent pro-
fessional certificates the teachers in this system are

working toward better preparation for their dutles as

teachors.,



CEAPTER III

GBJECTIVES

Stated Objectives of the Teachers

The following pages contain the objectives as stated
by each teacher in the Etowah City School Syatem., The
answer to the question, "What do you think the Etowah City
School 3ystem should do for the c¢hildren of Etowah?!™ has
also been stated with the teachera! objectives, This has
besen done so that the relationahip between the answers to
the question and the objectives may be noted by the reader.

There are twenty tsachers in this school system;
therefore, twenty sets of objeotives and twenty sets of
anawers to the above stated question have been given,

These objestives and answers have been numbered from one
through twenty wilth no reference made to any teacher or to
any grade; however, these numbars correspond tc the numbers
used in the table in the previous chapter. The answers and
the objectives are stated as nearly as possible as the
teachers stated them.

In the final pages of this chapter an analysis of

these objectives has been made. The similarity and
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‘differences in the objectives of different teachers have
been noted, These objectivea have alsc bdeen analysed in

regard to the findings of A Study of Tennesses's Program

of Public Education, published By the State Department of

Eduestion, 1648, Implisations for helping teachers to
more clearly define objestives and to broaden cbjeotlives

have been noted.

I,

Answar to queation: Devaelop natursl skills., Develop and
maintain good health and physisal fitness. Teach good
citizenship and safety. Develop an appreciation for the
beauty in art and nature. Teach children to learn the
proper use of leisure time, To develop ethiosl values,
To think rationally, to express themselves clearly, and
to resd and listen understandingly. To live together as
a group helping esash othsr by sharing thelr ideas. To
supply play ground equipment.

ObJectivesn:

1, Develop natural skills.

2. Develop and maintain good health and physieal fitness.
3. To be good citisens,

ke Develop an appreciation for the beauty in art and nature.
5+ To learn the proper use of leisurs tims,
6. To develop ethical values.

7. To think rationally, to express themselves clearly, and
to read and listen with underatanding.
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8. To learn how to live together as a group, helping esch
other by sharing ideas,

9, To take most of the blame when most of my class makes
poor marks on a test,

11,

Answer %0 question: I think the achools of Etowah should
give more training in how to meet real-life situations,
rather than just learning so many faots from books., If
c¢hildren don't lmow how to apply the fasts and skills they
learn, then that lmowledge 1s of very little value to them,
We need more material to work withee~children need an oppor-
tunity to express themselves, and we give them very few
opportunities to do so, I think we should provide a gym or
large room for physical educaticn and reereation after school
hours. We should provide more opportunities for parents to
take part in our activities. A weekly planned recreation
program for adults of the community might be planned if we
had the necessary facilities. In this way we might foster
a better cooperation between school, commnity, and home.
Until the parents take more intereat in our schools we won't
be able to secure the things we need so badly. I think the
schools, homes and community should work together to help
our boys and girls become healthy, happy, useful adults, I
think we should have this one aim in mind when planning our
work.

ObJjectives:

1. Aprithmstie--an adequate lnowledge of fundamental skills
and eonorete experiences in applying these skills to
problems met in every day living.

2. English, spelling~~everyday use of correoct grammar and
spelling, not only in school but at all times.

3. History and geography~-to understand what history has
eontributed to our present day civiligation and to com-
pare our way of living with other nations, past and
present; to understand how nations are dependent upon
sach other.
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b,

n

Art--to create a desirs in children to express them-
selves through art and to give them an opportunity for
exporiences in as many different art materials as possible,

Health, physical education=«to learn as much as possible
about health and put into practice that knowledge in
home, school and community. To develop good sportamanship,

To help ohildren learn to live together, helping eash
otherj to develop a sense of reaponsibility toward homs,
school, church and eommnity; to be honest, dependable
sitizens, to learn to make their own decisionsj above all,
to try to give them such training as will fit them to
solve problems they will face in their dally living.

1II1.

Answer to question: Audlo»visual educationw~-sound projector,
good lighting aystem, Junior high girls a sewing machine,
playground equipment, shop for junier high boys.

Objectivesn:

1.
2,

3.
4.

5.
6.
Te
8,

To lead the children, so that they may feel an individual
responsibility as to behavior and leadership.

A pride in our work,
That &ll individualszs are equal.

That every child has the ability to do some kind of task
well. '

To lead rather than force.
Arithmetic akills in fundamentals.
Spelling usage in every subjeat.
BEnglish lmproved~-gpoken and written.
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Answer to questiont Prepare them to take their places in
and contribute to an ever schanging scclety-~aquip them with
the fundamental principles of good living toward a happler
1life within themselves as well as with others.

Objectives:

l. 7To train the children for a demosratic way of living,
To be able to take his place in a group and hoflp and
shere with each other,

2, To learn more about what goes on in the world by
developing wider interests in all things.

3. To be coreative~~to see with his own eyes, think with
his own mind and work with his own hands to find new
and different ways of doing things,

4+ To become responsible and efficienteeto realize that
he belongs~-in family, in the school group, commnity
and world,

S« To be healthy and realize the importenee of good health,

6. To teach enough fundamentals that they may be able to
speak correetly, read understandingly and write well.

\

Answer to question: The teachers should teach gourtesy,
honesty; self confldence and many things: One thing I would
personally like to see, would be an art teacher, To me, an
art teacher would be more important than a musio teashers-
singe I can do more with muslecs Of course, we need another
elassroom and another tescher this year. Also our cafeteria
could be larger. An auditorium would be wonderful, More
supplies and equipmsnt for the primary grades are badly
needed: I would like to have a fund for buying writing
paper to keep in my room and distribute to the children
when needed instead of them having their own tablets.
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Objectiven:

1. To win the love and respect of the children in my care.

2. Teach honeaty, self rellanece, unselfishness, and all the
other characteristics which make up a good citisen,

3« Bach child learn to mix with other children.

s To teach them to be considerate of others,

5. Respect adults as well as other children,

6. To ereate a desire for art,

7. Learn simple rote songs.

8. To teach children to be able to rsad fluently and have
a desire to read. To teach them to be able to under-~
stand what they read,

9. Teach children to write well,

10. To teach children to count and write numbers by 1, 2,
s and 10, B

1l To teash children to repeat and resognize names of the
days of the week, months of the year.

12. To teach them to work addition and subtraction
combinations through 10,

13. 7o teach them to solve easy reasoning problems and
easy numbers using dollars and cents,

1j. To teach them to tell time by the hour and half hous.

15 « To teach health.

vI.

Answer to question: We should provide a continuity of
experience for the child so that he may meet and aolve
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the problems which are appropriate to his maturity level,
his past experiences, and his purposes. If we provide &

well balanced program, the pupils should develop certain

definite understanding, attitudes, hablits, and skills at

the different grade levels. To let our tool aubjects act
as means and not as ends of edusation.

Ob Jectives:

1. To win the respect of all my students,

2. To teach the students the necesslty of playing toe
gether, working together and really living togetherwe
in other words, teach the demccratic way of life.

3. 7o bring out all the sreative powers or potentialities
‘'within a child that is possible.

lt. To stress the "Golden Rule" and show the importance of
thia rule.

5. To give each individual child all posaible encouragement
that I can.

6. To ecreate a fseling of responsibility that they owe to
sach other. '

7» To create an atmosphere of happiness and contentment
in the school roon.

8, To teach the basic subjects so that the students can
apply it to our everyday life.

9. To help sach student discover and understand his
personal needs and interests in relation to his
environment,

10, 7To know each parent perscnally.
11. Provide an opportunity for all my students to develop an

appreciation for the beauty in art, music, literature,
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Vii.
Angwer to queation: I think the City School System of
Etowah should educate the children of Etowah with the 1dea
of preparing each child to become a citizen in his own
commnity; to teach him to become a healthy citizen and to
be able to take his plage in lifes I think they should
learn early in their school 1life to be a good citiszen,
Cbjectives:

1., To teach all required work for the third grade with the
pupils! nesds in mind at all times,

2« To teach citizenship and health in connection with all
sub jects.

3+ To teach the boys and girls how to work and play to-
gether,

4+ To teach them to appreciate the better things of life,
especially the beautlies of naturs and animal 1ife,

5. To consider ths individual child and his home life in
all his work,

viIl.

Answer to question: 8&hould hslp develop intellectual ability

and good study habits, Teach moral habits such as fairness

end honesty. Develop social skills., Teach health akills

and safety. Develop attitudes and appreciation, Provide

opportunities to create, to lead and follow.

Ob jectivesn:

1. Read all second grade books available.

2, Ability to comprehend sentences, phrases and paragraphs.

3. Ability to read and tell a story~~sesond grade level.

L. Ability to understand period, comma, and question mark,
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5. Have an wnderstanding of capital letters.
6. Ability to take direstiona,
T« Ability to express sslf freely.
8. Ability to count and write %o 100 by 1, 2, 5, and 10,

9. To know simple addition and subtraction number comdi-
nations-«ability to tell time.

10. Have an idea of weighte-~comprehsnd inch and dozen,
szgfsptian of difference betwsen smallest and biggest,

11, Camplete second grade spelling book.

12, Know the importance of being clean and healthy.

13. Have the opportunity to create.

1. Learn to appreicate art and musio.

15, Show politeness and courtesy toward one another.

16, To learn to live, work, and play together.

IX,

Answer to questiony I think that the City Sehool 3ystem of
Etowsh should give the best training in sitizenship that is
possible. If a child is taught to be honest, deal fairly
with his playmates and teachers he will become a sitizen
in later life that our school will be proud of.

Ob jectivess
1. To instruet my pupils to the best of my ability,

2, I hope that at the end of the aghool year the larger
part of my students will have mastered the fundamentals
that are expected of the children of fourth grade level.
This is of paramount lmportance, becauss if eash grade
is mastered aa a student goes along the other grades
Juat fall in line.



37
3. The children in my class, who at the beginning of school

were not of fourth grade level, I hope to see sccomplish
a8 year's work,

ks The main cbjective for every child really is "a year's
progress.

X

Answer to queation: I think the fundamentals--reading,
writing, and arithmetle should be stressed throughout the
grammayr and junior high grades. At all times we should be
interested in teashing children how to get slong with one
another and how to reapect the righta of othera, They
should be taught the spirit of demosrasy. We should
strive to build atronger bodies by stressing proper
nutrition, health rules, and interest in publie health.
Children should learn something of the acoll and how to
conserve it, They should have an slementary lmowledge

of histoxry, science, and geography. If the teachers of
Etowah schools are able to put over thease things tc the
students, then they have contributed much to the future
of Etowah,

Objectives:

1+ To create an atmosphere of happlnesa and contentment in
the schoolroom.

2. Have children learn to share their sxperiences.

3. To make reading my most concern, making it a happy
experience for the shild, showing him that from the
printed page he might gain information and sntertalnment
for himself,

lj« I shell endeavor to teach art, writing, spelling,
languege, and nwmber work in an interesting way,
letting each daily experienecs be a happy one for the
child.

5« I want to be ready at all times to give encouragement,
praigse, and help. It is my desire to have children
know how to cooperative and get along happily together.
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XI. "

Answer to question: BSound projector for visual education,
Gymiasium in junior high, Workshop for the boys, Nore
playground equipment,

Objectivest

1. To soquire a betteéer and clearer understanding in U, 8.
History, parts of speesch in English, fundamentals and
pergentage in arithmetie, and to cover all work pres-
oribed by the State Department of Education.

2. To help develop their natural skills.

3. To help them to learn to think for themselves and read
with understanding.

ke To aequire the proper use of leisure time,

XII.

Anawer to question: The City Sehool System of Etowah

should prepare the individusl child to be able to participate
in life as a whols so that he may be a benefit to soclety and
also derive a personal satisfaction, The school should be
sufficiently flexible to be able to readjust its program for
the good of the child in the changing community.

Db Jectives:

J« To create in each ochild a desire to learn and develop
his abilities in order that he may live a well rounded
lile,

2, To teash sach c¢hild to think for himself so that he will
be able to learn from hls text books and outside materials,

3. To arouse in the child a love for school and a desire
for an education,

h. Most important of all I want to build prinsiples of
citizenship.
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XI1I1I,
Answer to question: PFrovide room inside for physiesl
edugation on rainy days., Also have course in manual
training for boys to balance girls! home esonomios.
Ob jectives: |
1, Making sure of arithmeties,
2, Citisenshipe~appreciating a democracy.
3. 8pelling goals,
ks Modern ways to health,

5, Englisheeparts of apeeshe«prose nnd pootry. reading
good literature.

6. A better and clearer undorsténﬂins of Tennessee history,
7. Physical educationw-~physieal fitness and above all,

good sportsmanship,.
XIV,
Answer to questiont Give them a good baskground for honesty,
self -reliance, confidence in themselves, & desire for the
best education ebtainadble, respest for thelr fellow students,
healthful and a useful life,
ObJectives:?

1. Teach honesty, selfeconfidence, self-reliance, respect
for others, health and safety.

2. To develop a deaire for the best education obtainable,
or within their reach.

3. To help the children master standards for the first
grade in reading, writing, and number work, with social
studies added.

e To lay a foundation for a happy and useful life.
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XvV.

Answer to questiont I think we should teasch the children in
our school to work and mix with each other, We should teaeh
them the appreciation of nature, the outwof-doors, and music.
We should teach them health, sourtesy, cleanliness, unselfish~
ness, and selfe-confidence.

Objectivesa:
1., %o teach the children to read for pleéeasure.
2+ Teaph the children to work and mix with each other.

3, Teach them sleanliness, health, good mannera, and
self=confidence.

4+ Teaoh them to appreciate nature, the outwof-dcors, end
msie. '

XvI.

Answer to question: Teash them to be good citizens-meaning
by that to live together in harmeny and peace. To learn to
live and be happy by keeping the mind and body healthy.

" This I think should be taught along with the basic subjects.
No one can be at his very best as a citiszen if his mind and
body are not socund and healthy.

Objectives:

1. The rirst feow weeks will be spent in getting acquainted
with the children, I want to lmow each child personally;
hia habits in work and play, at home and at school} his
health habitas; his environment; his level and speed of
learning; in fact everything I can learn about the child
will help me to be a better teacher for that child,

2. I want to meet each of the parents and discuss the
child's progress and problems with them,

3. I want to teach good citizenship. I want each child to
learn how to get along with others in work and in play;
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how to give and take; and how to share what we have,
whether it be toys, equlipment, or ldeas.

L+ I will try to tesch each child on his own level and
spoed of learning, We will follow the state schedule
for the third grade as mush as possible.

5. I will try in every way to have my pupils ready for
fourth grade work next year.

XVIiI.

Answer to quesation: Provide playground eguipment; teash
citizenshipe~how to play and work together in harmony.

ObJectives:

1. Remember I'm teaching a childe-not a book. Singe I
have several underprivileged children I definitely need
to implant a desire to grow in dedy, in mind, and to be~
come a real cltizen of our sghool, ocountry, and God's
world, It is a challenge to be met with the best
posaible methods of teaching, as well as a sincere
interest in the character growth of these children,
Citigenship will be emphasized. I shall try to cover
the books outlined by the state and follow a regular
program as nearly as possidle. However, I shall devlate
from it when I diacover the needs of my childrsn eall
for such.

XVIII.

Answer to question: Develop personalitles, Thorough
knowledge of subject matter according to grade level,

Ob jectivest

1. Plan leasons each day that will stimlate the pupil to
think, speak, and write correctly in various situations
which he msets daily, not only in the clasaroom but
outside as well.



2, Plan for individual differences.
a. Guides for independent worl.
be Correlate ocutside experisnces in relation to
classroom work,

- XIX,

Answer to questiont Kot only provide a sound academic
background for high school, but alsc a cultural background
comparable to the more progressive schools.

Ob Jeotiveat

1, To teasch pupils rather than subjects.

&, An intensive atudy of the fundamental skills as the need
is found in every subject.

3+ The demeoratic way of life to be put into practice.

hs To strive toward an ideal state of physical and mental
health,

5. Try to teach the children to think for themselves.
6. BEncourage creative thinking by doing.

XX,

Answer to question:t Develop good citizens, teach children
to get aleong together, teach children ethical values, teach
children to express themselves creatively through art, msie,
drama, ete., teach the fundamental akills.

b jeectives:
l. To stimulate an interest in msiec and a desire to have a

better knowledge and appreciation of music heard on the
radio, and in chureh, or everywhere in general.
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In stating their objectives nlne of the twenty
teachsrs mentioned speoifieally subject matter, four
mentioned fundsmentals, eighteen made general statements
of objectives and twelve combined some of the above mentioned.
Two of these teachers mentioned preparing c¢hildren for the
next gradej one stated that she wanted the children to vome
plete the required work; one mentioned completing specific
books; and one stated she wanted the children to master
standards for her apecific grade.

Por a clearer understanding of what each teacher is
contributing to the children in this system, it might be of
real importance for all the teachers to study together esash
set of cobjectives thereby defining for themselves what they
ere doing in relation to what the other teachers are doing.

In the answers to the question, "What do you think the
Etowah City 8chool System should do for the children of
Etowah?," sixteen of the teachers made general statements
ooneorﬁing the total school program and six of them made
statements coneerning teaching aids or school bullding
improvements. This may not be of particular importance,
but to the writer it indicates that a common understanding

of the function of the school system should be developed,
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From A Study of Tennessee's Program of Publlc Edycation

there are six points that the people of the state felt were
the most important responsibilities of the schools in
Tennessee, They aret

1, Competency In the Use of the Fundamentals of
Learning and Communisation, :

2. Satisfastory Relationship With Others.

3. Adequate Health ~ Physical and Mental.

lie Sound Guidss For Personal Living.

S. Civis Skills.

6. Vocationsl Competensy.t

In studying the objeotives of the teashers, it has
been found that nineteen of the twenty manticﬁod in one way
or another the fundementdlse-the tsacher who did not mention
it is the publiec school music teaeher, The nineteen who
mentioned the fundamentals did so in different ways., Some
of them simply mentioned fundamentals. Others made such
statementa as: To teach children to learn from text books,
to complete required work, to follow state schedule, to cover

required books, to m@ntcr standards for specific grades, or

3tate Department of Educatlon, A Study of Tennessee's

Program of Public Education (Nashville, Tennessee: State
Department, 1¢ .
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to emphasize reading. This indicates to the writer that an
understanding of the fundamentals 1s of importance to these
teachers., In answering the queastion that has previously
besn mentioned,; six of the teachers menticned fundamentals.

From the objectives, the writer found that ten
teschers mentioned satisfactory relationships and in
answering the question seven mentioned satisfustory re-
lationahips. In considering health ten mentioned it in
their objectives and eight in their answers. Fifteen
mentioned sound gulides for personal living in objectives
and twelve in tﬁo answers, Cilvie slcills were mentioned in
eleven sets of the objectives and in nine of the answers,
Vocational competensy was not mentlioned in the objeotives
or answers, Tgia is probably due to the faect that this i»
only for grades 1-8; however, some of the children who com-
Plete the eighth grade do not continue their formal educatioen.
Posslbly some experiences should be provided to help these
children become %ocatienally competent,

The differences found in the answers to the questions
and the objectives again indicate that a study of what each
teacher is doing in relation to the total school program is

important.



CHAPTER IV
COMPARISON OF OBJECTIVES

In the previoua chapter all the objestives of the
teachers have been stated with no reference to teachers or
grades and have been compared or analysed ascordingly.
However, in order to take a lock at this school system as a
whole and to look more sarefully at what i1s going on in the
oight grades of this syatem, the objectives have been com-
bined into three groups: primary, grades 1, 2; 3; inter~
mediate, grades L, 5; upper, grades 6, 7, 8. Tﬁia particular
division was made because grades 1 through 5 are housed in
one building and grades 6, 7, 8 are housed in another
building.

Grades 1, 2, 3

In grades 1, 2, 3 of the Btowah City School System
there are eight teachers--two for the firat grade, three for
the second grade, and three for the third grade. From the
stated objectives of these teachers it has besn found that
the form for stating them varies in several ways. Some have

stated their objectives in general terms of what they would
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1ike to accomplish with their group of children; some have
mentioned the kind of atmosphere they would like to have in
thelr classrcom; some have mentioned the relationship of the
ohild, the teacher and the parent; some have menticoned
specific skills thsy hope to help the children acquire, and
some have combined the above,

In an attempt to determine just what the teachers are
trying to accomplish, Table II, page hﬂ; has been presented.
This table shows the frequency with whiech certain things are
mentioned in the objectives. In this table some rewording
of objectives has been done in order to make ths table have
more meaning for the reader,

In analysing the table there are several things that
seem to be of importance, There are six points that are
emphasized by at least one teacher in all three grades.
They are "to teach children to live together and share with
each other," "to teach children to read well and tell stories,"
"to teach children to write well," "to let children be
creative," "to teach children something about health and
safety,"” "to teach children to appreciate suoch things as
art, nature and musie,"

From the writer's knowledge of the situation she has

classified these objectives In an attempt to explain them



TABLE II

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH OBJECTIVES WERE STATED BY
PEACHERS OF GRADES 1, 2, 3

ObJectivea 1 & 3

To develop good character trafts . . . + « « «+ & 2 2
To develop wider interests . . . + « « « . .
To halp children find their place and become
l’Olponlible and effioient . . . . ¢« + « o ¢ &
To win the love and respesct of the children . .
To teach childrsn to live together and share , .
To teach children to read well and tell stories
To teach children to apell correetly « » + + « »
To teach children to write well ., . . ¢« ¢« o o &
To help children to understand and use numbers
COPreotly ¢ ¢ ¢ % o v 4 3 v s s v s e s
To teach children to speak correctly . . .
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To teach children to take direations , . .
To teach children to name the days of the week,
montlsof the year .« + « ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ « o ¢ o .
To teach children to tell time , . . . . . .
To develop a desire for an education . . . . .
To master standards for a partiocular grade or to

teach required work or to prepare the children

for the next grade + « » « s o ¢ o » s o o +
7o lay a foundation for a happy and useful life
To teach children to respect others . . . . .
To teach children about health and safety . . .
To teach children grammar . « « « o o » ¢ & « o
To help children develop an appreciation of art,
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more clearly and so that she may combine under special
headings some of the objectives that have similer meanings
though are worded differently. Too, from the table one
might get the impression that some of the objectives oceccur
in only one or two incidents when really the meanings are
the same,

After combining these, an attempt has been made to
oonsider some of the activities that are performed in the
classrcoms in relation to the objective, The objeotives
have been classified into eight main objeativea that seem
to cover what the teachers say they are trying to do. They
are:

1. Develop character traits.

2. To teach children the 1mportance of health and
safety.

3+ To teach children to appreciate such things as
art, nature, muslc. |

L+ To let children be creative,

5. To help children develop eiviec skills and learn
to live together and share with each other.

6. To teach children such fundamentals as are needed
to help them decome efficient and to help them develop wider

interest,
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7. To create an atmosphere of happiness and win the
love and respect of the children,

8. To develop a good relationship between parent,
teasher and child,

The above classifigcation has been made on the
- assumption that the writer is familiar with the work of the
teachsrs, and she bellisves that the eight points mentlioned
are what these teachers mean by their objectives, All of
the teachers have not mentioned all of thease eight points
as they now read, but these are the things that seem from
the stated objectives and f'rom what the writer has ohserved
to be the points most emphasized in grades 1, 2; 3.

It might be well to note hers that "citisenship”
and "teashing children to live together and share with esch
other" were listed separately on the preceding table. In the
next several pages the objectives are listed with some of the
ways teachers go about acecomplishing them, and in the listing,
"citisenship® and "teaching children to live together and
share with easch other" are listed under one heading, Other

similar combinations may be noted also.



Activities to Accomplish Objectives

1, To develop sharacter traits. To help the children
develop sharacter tralts some of the teachers tell or
read stories that emphasize character. Devotional
periods are provided sometime during the day., The
teachers sometimes conduct these periods, and the
children sometimes have their own programs for their
devoticnal, They repeat verses from the Bible and have
a prayer--their own prayer or one they have learned.
Before lunch each day the children or the teachers ask
a blessing. One teacher stresses the Golden Rule by
letting her children wear Golden Gloves, As the child-
ren say the Golden Rule they put on the Gloves and wear
them until they disobey the Rule

2+ To teach children the importance of health and safety.
All of the children who eat lunch in the school lunch
room wash their hands bef'ore lunch. After lunch there
is a rest period, Some of the teachersz play records at
this time to help the children relax. The children mailte
health and safety posters to display in their rooms and
in the lunch room. They also study about the care of
their bodies, and some of the rooms keep cleanliness
charts. S8chool and home menus are studied by some
groups, In the first grade a health c¢clinlc was held by
the County Health Department this year, and some of the

,  children participated in a dental ¢linie. The proper

use of the playground egquipment is explsined to the
children, and they have two play periocds sach day.
These play pericds are partially supervised. The
children alsc learn health and safety songs and see
moviea concerning health and safety.

3., To teash children to appreciate such things as art, musiec,
nature.
The children learn to sing songs and to do rhythm steps,
listen to records and sometimes paint and draw to music.
The publis school music teacher teaches songs and simple
facts congerning masie to the children, She alao utilizes
records and workbooks, There is also a rhythm band to
which the children may belong. In all of the rooms
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peints, erayons, finger paint, c¢lay, and other art
materisls are used--sometimes in connection with some
particular phase of work and sometimes for enjoyment,
In some of the rooma the children have turtles, gold
fish and anails, and they learn to care for them,
Sometimes the children bring their pets to sohool for a
day or so. Only a few of the rooms utilize fleld trips
for nature study, but some of the rooms have plants of
their own to care for. .

To let the children be creative.

In these three grades all of the children are given some
opportunity to be creative. More and more the teachers
are throwing away patterns and giving the children the
encouragement and stimulation it takes for them to be
ereative, Most of the work thus far has been done with
erayons and paints; however, some clay, weaving, bloek
printing, paper cutting, and puppetry has been done,

The teachers have just this year realized how to let the
children be creative, and 1t is now growing from paint
and the like into all the work the children do so that
the children are doing thelr own work rather than doing
things because someone else thought it should be done
that L L5

To help children develop civic skills and learn to live
together snd share with each other,

The c¢hildren in some of the rooms are given the appor-
tunity to set their own standards of conduet, with the
consideration of how "I want toc be treated., In some
rooms the children have the responsibility of keeping

the room orderly and for making displays and for caring
for auppllies or anything that belaongs to their room. In
one room the children select & hoat or hostess for each
week to take care of the visitors. In one room the desks
and alsles are given names of streets and avenues 8o that
ths children have their own community in their room,

These children learn to share experiences through "telling
periods™ when the children are given an epportunity and
are encouraged to tell about things they have experienced,
Most of the teachers have a special period for this;
however, this telling experience goes on all through the
day as different sxperiences ogcur, These children also
have an opportunity to share materials., The materials are
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distributed so that one ehild must shars with his neighbor
in order for everyone to have the right things with which
to works The children sometimes work in small groups for
reading or painting, then at another time the entire growp

plays a game or sings a song, In these rooms the children

have freedom to do other things such as work with glay,
paint or read when they have finished a project and heve
extra time, In only a few of the rooms is there any real

planning for activities by the children, Some of the
teachera feel the children are not yet roadx to do their
own planning.

To teach the children such fundamentals as are needed to
help them become orriciont and to help them develop wider
interest.

In these grades the teaohura teagsh the fundamentals
through oral reading in groups; pleasure reading periods;
word, phrase, and number flash sards; drill with mumbers
and spelling wordsy games with numbers and words; writing
lessons when the children do eopy worky writing lessons
when the children do their own composition} story telling
periods; written number problems from text bools.

To develop an atmosphere of happiness and help the child-
ren find their plaeea in the school group, home group and
commnity, i

Through a pleasing, friendly manner these tonahera try to
help the children be friendly and happy. The teachers
try to make ths rooms attrastive and pleasant by keeping
the room properly ventilated, by using attractive pige
tures, and by keeping growing plants and flowers in the
rooms, With a sincere attitude and by showing their love
for the children with a smile and a touch of the hand and
a kind word, these teachers try to help the children find
thelr place and feel that they belong. Through giving
the ¢hildren an opportunity for accomplishment the
teachers help the children develop a fesling of security.

To develop & good relationship between parent, child,
teacher,

The teachers first of all try to learn all about eacgh
child that they can. Through parent group econferences
the teachers explain their program of work for the year
to the parenta. Through individual gsonferences end
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personal contasts with the parents the teachers develop
a better understanding of as many children as poasible.
The parsnt group confersencea are planned; howaver,

there 4s very little planning for individual parent -
conferences,

Grades L, S

For the fourth grade there are two full time teachers,
and for the fifth grade there are two half tims teachers and
one full time teacher, One of the half time teachers is the
principal for grades l-5 and is relisved for half the day by
the other half time teacher who 1s the librarian for grades
6, 7, 8.

The objectives of these teachers will be considered in
the same manner as were the objesctives of the teachers of
grades 1, 2, 3. The objectives of thess teachers have been
stated by the teachers in about the same manner as for grades
1, 2, 3, except that no mention is made of any specific
sub ject matters

Pable III; page 55, shows the frequency with which
certain things occur in the objectives as the teachers
stated them: The writer has taken the liberty of again

rewording for better underatanding of the table.
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TABLE III

PREQUENCY WITH WHICH OBJECTIVES WERE STATED BY
PEACHERS OF GRADES 4, §

Ob Jectives

Character growth + « «+ « « ¢« » o ¢ & » =
To develop principles of citizenship . .
To cover books outlined by the state . .
To help children master the fundamentals
Bpﬁcifiﬁgt’ﬁﬁﬂ.a--....c---
To help children make a year's progress
To win the respect of the students , . .
To help children develop gocd physical and me
hﬁllthtooi-ob’-o.-.nooou
To teach children the necessity of playing and
llvin.gtogoth.r'.-.u.....-.-.
To develop creative powers within the children
To stress the Gold.n Ru1‘ & P % w8 8 B ER D .-@
To give each child encouragement , . « . . +
To create a happy and contented atmosphere . . .
To teach children to think, speak, write correctly
To help the children see thelr personal needs , .
To kmow each parent . . 4 + o « s o ¢« ¢ » o« o o &
To develop an appreciation for art, musie,
L S S P A
To create a feeling or responsibility in the
childl‘an-..o...--..-..c....-..
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Prom a close look at the table it has been found that

there are only three things that seem to be stressed by both
grades )i and 5§, They are:

1., Charscter growth, including stressing the Golden
Rule.

2, Citiszenship, including teashing children the
necessity of playing together and teasching children the
democratic way of life,

3. 7To stress the fundamentals so that children
speak, think and write correoctly, including to cover books
outlined by the state or to master fundamentals for a specific
grade or make a year's progress.

The remaining nine points are menticned by only fifth
grade teachers.

Again in order to look more direstly and in an effort
to more clearly define the objectives, the writer has classie
fied them under speclal headings. This has been done by
interpreting what the teachers mean by their statements.
There are eight objectives in this classification, They are:

1, Chearacter growth,

2. Citisenship,

3. To teach the chilgron the fundamentals,

ke To oreate a happy atmosphere in the classroom with
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sonslderation for each child and to help develop a feeling

of responsibility and win the respect of the students.

5. To help ths children strive for a state of good

mental and physical health,

6. To develop creative powers in the children,

7« To lmow each parent personally and to understand

and help eash child understand his personal needs.

8+ To help the children develsp an apprecistion of

art, music, literature.

1.

2.

Aotivities to Agseamplish Objectives

Character growth,

The teachers use devoticnal periods for reading the Bible,
for prayer, and for Bible stories to help the children
grow in character. Chsracter atories are sometimes read
or told by the teacher or by the children. A blessing is
asked by teachers or children before lunch each day. The
Golden Rule is explained $o the children through dis-
cussions, and when a particular occasion arlses the
attention of the children 13 called to the Rule, 1In one
class, when the children have & disagreement, the teacher
asks that those involved close thelr eyes and think through
the aituation,

Cltizenship,

In developing good citizens these teachers let the child-
ren do some group work in art and on projects related to
their work, In some cases the children plan their own
work as for the projeet "Letts Look at Etowah." For this
prejest the chlldren divided into committees for work and
selected thelr own chailymen for the groups. However, in
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these grades the children do not plan for very much of
thelr work or for many of the responsibilities that they
have, The teachers help to develop a feeling of
responsibility though by allowing the children to care
for some supplies and to eare for rooms, halls, stair-
ways, and other similar tasks, Sometimes this fails to
be a sharing process with dutles beling assigned in a way
that all the children do not participate, Some of the
rooms have room councils to take care of discipline
problems,

Teaching the children the fundamentals,

Theae teachers depend on text books; library books;
supplementary text; workboolks; maps; charts; oral re-
ports; debates; drill work in numbers; outside projects
such as bird houses and sewing projectsj and gardening .
projects in the rooms for a great deal of their work in
fundamentala, 3Some of the teschers relate the funda-
mentals to life situations such as actual budgets in
number work, writing for travel folders for studying
different places, a hand made movie of history events,
field trips for conservation., There is some evidence
of teaching by the process of memorizing facta with
seemingly no relation to real life.

To create a happy atmosphsre with consideration for each
child and to help develop a feeling of responsibility and
win the respect of the students.

This is done to a certain extent through whatever relation-
ship the teacher 1s able %o establish with the children,
depending on the attitude, character and personality of
the teacher, Most of these rooms are made attractive and
are properly ventilated. Each child 1s considered as an
individual insofar as the teagher listening to what each

‘has to say. However, assignments are generally the same

for all the children except in the case of reading. The
teachers give consideration to differences in ability in
their grading rather than their assignments.

To help the children strive for a state of good mental
and physical hesalth.

These children wash their hands before lunch each d&ay.
They also have a rest period after lunch each day. This
reat period is sometimes a story hour. These children
have two play periocds each day which are partially
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supervised. Health rules are diseussed and health
posters are made. Some of the teachers encourage the
parents to take care of health problems that they dis-
QOVers

To develop creative powers in the children,

Some work has been done with paint, clay, orayons, and
chalk with these childrenj however, some patterns are
still in use and are emphasized. These children are not
as free to be creative at this age because of their de~
sire for their things to be like others. These teachers
are now in the beginning of helping children do with
thelr own eyes, hands, and minds because they are now
more readily accepting what each child san do on his
level rather than the teacher's level. This 1s true
with all their work, not just with art materials,

To know each parent personally and to understand and
help each shild understand his personal needs.,

Through parent group conferences held at the asshool,
letters, phone calls, and vislta the teachers try to
know personally the parents in an effort to better
understand the shildren., The parent group conferences
are planned; but there is no planning for individual
conferences.

To help the children develop an apprecilation of art,
musio, literature,

These children make use of art materials as explained

in No. 6. One teacher has used coples of famous
paintings for the children to enjoy and atudy. The
public school music teacher teaches these children to
sing songs and some faots about musie, They liasten to
records and study them, and they also use music worke
books, Some of the classroom teachers help the children
to sing and display their musical talent through the use
of misical instruments. These teachers have story hours
for the children when stories and poems are read and
studled.



60

Grades 6, 7, 8

Por grades 6, 7, 8 there are six full time teachers
with one of them as principal of the three grades. Bash of
the three grades has two teachers, As ways for stating
their objectives thesme teachers used several manners--
general statements, mention of specific subjeet matter,
listing of text books used, and a combination of the above.
In considering these objectives, the same form has been used
as was for grades 1, 2, 3, and for grades 4, S,

Table IV, page 61, ihngg the things the teachers
listed as thelr objectives and the fregquency with which they
occur., Some of the objestives have been reworded as was the
case with the other tables. |

From the table concerning grades 6, 7, 8, it has been
found that there are only two objectives that seem to carry
through the three grades, They are:

| l. %o teach children the fundamentals.

2, To help the children lsarn to live together and
become good citisens.

As has been done in the two other sections concerning

objectives, the writer has classified the objectives as she

saw their msaning. The claassification combined the thirteen
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TABLE IV

PREQUENCY WITH WHICH OBJECTIVES WERE STATED BY
TEACHERS OF GRADES 6, 7, 8

Objectives Grade
6738

To teach thes chlldren the fundamentals in relation
BO 116 o« s o ¢« ¢ o o ¢ o ¢ & o 6 o 8 o 8 w » & »
To help children express themselves creatively . .
To help children develop natural skillas . . « « + &
To help children develop a feeling of pride in their
WEVFE 3 o % 3 % & 9 & % 8 ¢ 9 b o 8 = 9 9 86 9 v &
To help children develop and maintain good health .
" To help children develop good sportsmanship . . . .
To help children learn to live together and be
goodcitilenl.-..;.............
To help children develop ethical values + « « « «
To help children develop an appreciation for art,
msic, NAUre « « « o ¢ o ¢ ¢ » o & ¢ 5 ¢ & o s &
To help children learn the proper use of leisure
BHIES & & Dol . oW Sl ELeE - F & € X8 W wm a B s
To teach ehildren to think for themselves . . . .
To arouse in the children a love for school and to
be happy, yet expect respect .. . « ¢« « ¢ o « &
To cover work prescribed dy State Department of
Educ‘tioncoo.onoﬂooooo-oooo.n
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objectives shown on the table into seven broad objectives,
They are:

1, To teach the children the fundamentals in relation
to everyday life.

2. 7o help children express themselves sreatively,
think for themselves, have a feeling of pride in their work,
and to help develop natural skills.

3, To help children learn to live together and
develop into good citisens, o8 ¢

l» To help the children develop and maintain good
health and develop good sportsmanship,

S, To help the children develop ethical values, and
learn the proper use of leisure time.

6. To develop an appreciation for art, music, naturs.

7« To arouse a love for school and to be happy, yet
expect respect,

It might be noted here that from the three tables of
objectives the only objactive that at least one teacher from
all grades mentioned was "teaching children to get along
together," It should be added, too, that this was mentioned

by all of the teachers of grades 1, 2, 3.



Activities to Accomplish Objectives

1. To teach the shildren the fundamentals in relation to
everyday life.
To teach the children the fundamentals these teachers
use textbooks, workbooks, notebooks, charts, maps,
pictures from magazines, current events from magazines
and newspapers, class discussions, outside speakers,
field trips, science and other similar projects, Some
of the teachers relate the fundamentals to real life
through some of the above mentioned aids; however, at
times there ia a great deal of written work such as
questions and answers. Thess children make use of the
library for reports. s s

2+ To help children expreass themselves creatively, to think
for themselves, to have a feeling of pride in their work,
and to help them develop naturel skills, Some art work
is done with paints, crayons, clay and puppets; however,
in some cases only a few of the children participate,
There are some free discussion periods, but at times a
higher value 1s placed on the right answer, Very little
opportunity for wooderaft is provided; however, eash
class of girls has a home econcmics period where they
do sewing and study nutrition. In most of the rooms the
children's work is dlsplayed. 1t is difficult to define .
natural skills, and from discussiona with the teachers
the writer finds that these teachers are not sure just
what they are. :

3. To help ehildren learn to live together and develop into
good citigzens.
There is some group work with these children, but not very
much, As a rule the children in the various rooms do the
same thing at the same time and in the same manner, The
work is moatly planned by the teachers; however, at times
the children plan chapel programs, banqQuets, parties.
There is a student council in this school for the first
time this year and the results so far are good. Before
school closed the council held an election for next year
in the same manner that a publie slection would be held.
In some of the rooms the children have the responsibility
of caring for the room, supplies, displays; and oeccasionally
they plan thelr own work.
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ls To help the shildren develop and maintain good health
and develop good sportsmanship.
Each ¢ohild has access to hand washing facllities before
Junch every day. There 1s a supervised play period for
esch group in the afternoons with exercises and games.
There is a play period each morning, but it is not
supervised: All of the rooms do not have rest perilods
after lunch, Health posters are msde and in some rooms
menus and nutrition are dissussed and health rules are
studied. The children have an opportunity to leern and
practice first ald. There is also a good grooming pro-
gram in this aehool. '

S. To help shildren develop ethical values and learn the
proper use of leisure time,
Some time during the day each class has a devotional
period,  These periods are usually conducted by the
teacher, but at times the children are responsidble for
them, In some rooms charsoter stories are read and
diacussed. Visiting ministers are asked to conduct
ehapel programs at various times during the year.
There are clasa discussions on honesty, fair play, and
other similar subjects: These are ususlily led by the
teachers. The proper use of lelsure time is probably
out of place here and perhaps has no plase at present,
8ince it has not as yet been defined by the teachers,
No indications that any emphasis is placed on 1t are
present,

6. To develop an apprsciation for bsauty in art and musie
and nature, : '
Some use of art materials asuch as mentioned in No. 2 is
made, but little else is done to help children develop
an appreciation for art. Musle is taught in grades 6,
7, 8 by the publie school music tescher: She has each
grade for 45 minutes two deays eash week. During these
pericds records are played and studied; notebooks are
made; the children sing; class discussions are held
ooncerning present day music; and some technical
imowledge of music is presented to the children, This
is sbout the sum of the music experiences these children
have, In the study of nature few fleld trips are made}
however, plants and enimals are sometimes studied in class.
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7. To arouse a love for school and to be happy, yet expect
respect,
A great many things determine the relationships teachers
establish in their olasarocms. Attractive, well venti-
lated rooms; pleasant attitudes; and a sinsere conasern
for the welfare of children are scme of the things that

are evidences that some of the teachers are amphaalllns
this objestive.

In order to take a look at the school program from the
standpoint of what‘&a happening in the total prcgram. Table
V, page 67, has besn made showing the things that seem o be
happening in the pregram and where in the program it s
happsning., This table is made from the classified dbjeétivmt
previously found in this chapter., Though the table shows
what seems to be happening in grades 1, 2, 33 L, 5 6,‘7; 8
this does not mean that all the teachers of all the grades
are using these things as their objectives. It simply means
that somewhere in those grades this is being attempted,

Below 13 a list of the objestives as thsy have been
classified by grade groups. Following this listing is the
table.

Objectives for grades 1, 2, 3.
1. Develop charaster traits.
2« To teach ochildren the importance of health and safety.

3.+ To teach ochildren to appresiate sush things as art,
nature, muslc,



6.

Te
8.

66

To let children be creative.

To help children develop sivie askills and learn to live
together and share with each other,

To teach such fundamentals as are nesded to help the
children become efficisnt and to help them develop wider
interest.

To develop an atmosphere of happiness and win the love
and respect of the children.

To develop a good relationship between parent, child,
and teacher,

Objectives for grades k4, 5.

i,
2.

"

Se
6.
7.

8.

Charagter growth.

Citigzenship.

To teagh the children the fundamentals.

To create a happy atmosphere in the classroom with ocon-
sideration for each child, and to help develop a feeling
of responsibility and win ths respest of the atudent.

To strive for a state of good mental and physical heelth.
To develep creative powers in the children,

To know each parent persenally and to understand and help
each child understand his personal needs.

To develop an appresiation of art, musie, nature.

Objectives for grades 6, 7, 8,

1.
24

3.

To teach the fundamentals in relation to everyday life.
To hslp children express themselves ereatively,

To help children learn to live together and develop into
good citizens,

_To dovolep and maintain good health and develop goed

ro hnlp ahildr.n develop sthioal values and learn the
proper use of leisure time,

To develop an apprecistion of art, music, nature.

To arouse a love for achool and to ba happy, yet expect
respect.
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TABLE V

OBJECTIVES AS THEY OCCUR IN ONE OR
MORE GRADES ACCORDING TO GROUPING

N e e e e A S e A e et P S S S

Grades
Inter-
Primary mediate Upper
Classified Objectives 1, 2,3 4,5 6,7,8

To teach achildren the importance of

health and safety « « + ¢ +» ¢ & ¢ 1 1 1
To teach children to appreciate art, L

misis, nature, literature . . . . . 1 1
To let children be creative and think

for themaelves . « s « ¢ s s » o @ 1 1 3
To help children develop ocivie skills

and learn to live together and

BRATO ¢ « ¢ o o 4 & » ¢ + o o 2 o o 1 1 1l
To teach sush fundamentals aa are

ne’d.d.-onovo_'onionv -3 I 1
To develop an atmosphere of happiness

and win the love and respect of the

studonta*...-.....-..q l 1l 1l
To develop good relationship -~ parent,

cmd,t.‘eh‘rﬂvhtsoc'oan 1 1
To emphasige gharacter growth and

develop ethical values . « » . .+ 1 1l p 3

#It should he noted hers that some of the objectives
have been combined in this table. This was done because of
similarity or because of the relationship of one objective
to another.
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Before the end of this school term the children in
the eighth grade were asked to write down what they felt
they had gained from their eight years of school., The
children had no time for preparation for this. They were
called together and asked to write down what they wanted to,
oconcerning their eight years. They were not asked to asign
the papers and took what time they needed to ecomplete their
papers, There were fifty-two papers. Table VI, page 09,

shows the results.

FPormulation of Objectives

- In order to determine how the teachers formulated
their objectives they were asked to write how they went
about formulating them and whether or not they used the
children or the parents.

The writer felt that this information was of impor-
tance so that one or two significant peinta could be men-
tioned here. Firat, the writer was ccnoerned with whether
or not the teachers actually used the parents and children
in the very beginning through conferences, discussions and
the making of decisiona about the objectives for the year.

It has been found that none of the teachers held planned
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DATA FROM ANSWERS GIVEN BY EIGHTH GRADE CHILDREN ABOUT
WHAT THEY HAD GAINED IN EIGHT YEARS OF SCHOOL®

Answers Gilven by 8S8tudents |

No. Giving Answer

?undmntall....'-.¢.c-¢
Behavior, e¢itisenship, getting along
with others, sportsmanship . .

Manners SRR T R
Sewing +» « » « « « o
Reapeet for others .

Charaster growth and lmowledge

Bible

Musis .« o o s o o o
To think before doing

]

.

*

*
.
®

.o
.

3
L]
°

L ] L

v @»
e
* [ ]

L 4 ”
» L]
(] -

. L) L] L) W . . - 5. a8 »

Health or good grooming

of ¢t

» W @

*
.
.
.

» - 8 =

> % s @ e e e 8

o

L] . @ *

- W % -

F € @

m"
32

M £

*) constderation of this data has been made in

Chapter V,
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meetings or conferences for the purpose of formulating
objectives; however, one teacher talked with her group of
parents the firat day of school, and one teacher had casual
talks with the children. The other teachers stated that the
things that influenced the formulating of their objectives
were: personal experiences with children and parents,
professional literature, and professional training.

Pive teachers stated that they had changed some of
their objectives during the year. These changes were made
concerning creative activities for children, stressing the
®"Golden Rule" and the "democratiliec way of life," and
teaching children on their own level.

Conocerning these objectives it should be mentioned
here that for grades l«5 parent and teacher conferences were
held during the year for a consideration of the teachers
objectives; however, they were not for the purpose of
rormulating objectives.,

In order to break down this information more
specificslly, it has been considered here for grades 1, 2,
3: 4, 535 6, 7, 8. For grades 1, 2, 3 only one teascher
answered that the parents helped and none that the children

helpeds Three of these teachers changed some of thelir
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‘objectives during the year, For grades i, 5 none of the
teachers stated that they used the parents or children, but
two teachers made changes in their objeotives. For grades
6, 7, 8 none of the teachers used the parents, but one usead
the children through casual talks, and no changea were made
in objectives.

No attempt has been made in this chapter to say what
i3 good or bad, right or wrong about what the teachers say
they are trying to do, how they are trying to do, or how
they formulated what they sre trying %o do. However, in
Chapter V an attempt has been made to look oritically at
these things so that improvements and possible ways for
improving may be determined,



CHAPTER V
IMPLICATIONS FOR FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS

There are a great many things that must be considered
when attempts are made to iuprové-fhn progrem of education
in a school aystem. Everyone interested in the youth of
Ameriea or the future of our nation itself should be
congerned with the education of this youth. This 13 an
immense problem when one thinks of it as that of edusating
each child, Yet, when we consider first of all that 1t 1i=s
the responsibility of the achools to edusats children for
living in a demoeraecy and that the people are reelly
responsible for the schools, we have a problem as simple as
that of schools with a purpose defined and the responsibility
Placed.

Of course, it 18 not as simple as that., However,
looking ideally at the problem this 1s what the writer sees--
schools that develop youth into dependadble, efficient citiszensa,
with each state considering 1ts own situation and in turn each
county and each community determining what should be done in
the local situation. Then we have each losal group working
aeparately toward a common goal. Again this sounds simple

but takes the efforts and ideas of a great many people.
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To the writer the important things in supervision and
administration in a school system are to help the locasl unit
as a whole work toward the common goal; theredy, doing their
bit toward the whole,

From the information compiled in Chapter II, it secems
rather important that a study of the needs of the comminity
of Etowah be made. To really develop a sound program of
education the needs of a partioular situation should serve
as a basis for planning.

A look at how the teachers formulated their objectives
also shows that a conslderation of the setual needs of this
commmnity was lacking., The needs of the community were not
mentioned as any part of a basis for planning.

There are several ways in which a study of the needs
might be made. One way would be for the teachers t¢ make a
study of the situations in which the pupils in their par-
ticular rooms live, or any one or two people might mzke it.
However, as the writer sees 1%, a cooperative approach would
be the most effective way to look at this kind of problem.
Lay personnel as well as school personnel could be utilized;
thereby, letting the results have a far resaching effect,

More interest in next steps would also be created,
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In evolving a sound program of edueation, implications
that Chapter III indicate show & need of oonsidering the
objectives of ths teachers. Because of the teachers' lack
of understanding of the total school program, it would seem
feasible to consider this in future planning,

An sxamination of Chapter III shows that the objesctives
wvere formulated individually by eash teacher. This, of course,
1s quite necessary. However, the fault here is that objectives
seem to be going in various directions even within one grade.
It might be well for the teashers to plan for a total school
program first, This would nsceasarily involve the planning
for continuity from one grade to another and within the same
grade, The teachers would then be in position to plan a
program for their individual rooms.

In Chapter IV an attempt was made to analyse or
consider the following: (1) objestives and asctivities;

{2) relation of objectives to the total program; (3) re-
lation of objectives to what students feel they have galned
in eight grades; (i) the formulation of objectives. From
these, several conclusions may be drawn.

Pirat, it should be noted that there is constant

repetition of activities from one grade to another so that
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in each grade the children are repeating year after year.
A great many activities are carried on, but the greatest
‘weakness seems to be that sometimes the activitliea are per~
formed for the sake of activity rather than to fulfill sone
particular need. As, for instance, the rest period after
lunch is often observed besause of state department regu-
lations or because it is enccuraged by ths administration
rather than because of the felt need for a rest period, 8o
it 1s with other activities.

It should also bs noted hsre that, though activities
are seemingly carried on to accomplish the various objectives,
in some instances the manner in which activities are conducted
are contradietory. As, for instance, a teacher wants to teash
children to think rationally, yet, she plans all the activities
in which the children participate. This indicates a lack of
understanding on the part of the teachers. The need hers 1is
for teachers to very seriocusly consider their total program
rather than 1solated bits,

In grades 1, 2, 3 there is evidence of various
activities to accomplish objectives, It is not necessary to
mention them at this point, but wealmesses might well be
related hsre, Probably the most prominent are in the

health program, parent~teacher-child planning, and classroom
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atmosphere. Oonscious efforts toward planning for these
seem to be absent, though some activities are being carried
on to fulfill these objectives,

The three weaknesses for grades 1, 2, 3 mentioned in
the above paragraph are wealmesses that cocur besause of a
lagk of understanding on the part of the teachera. In the
field of health the teachers are helping the c¢hildren with
certain activities. These activities are repeated from one
grade to the next. If the oscasion arises health 1s dis-
cussed, and in some incidents a text on health is used.
The real problem here lies in the leck of continuity in the
health training of the children. Rathsr than a program for
children for grades )} through 8, each teacher teaches some
health, leaving the rest to the future, By chance, the
children may develop good insights and understandings of
health, but generally these insights and understandings are
lost by the repetition of health information year after year.

In considering parent, teacher, shild planning for
gradex 1, 2, 3, it has been found that the teachers do not
think the children are ready for planning their own work.
The teachers, therefors, do practically all the planning
for their children, Parent help 13 used incidentally. The

writer belleves that this is Aue, however, to the lack of
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understanding of how to plan with the c¢hildren and with the

parents, As was mantlon&d in Chapter IV, these teachers did
hold parent~-teacher conferences, but the ohildren were not
included.

As for claasroom atumosphere, the feult does not lie in
the personality of the teachers but in the fact that some of
the teachers uneonsciously organize their rooms to satisfly
adult standards. fhssa. of course, are not pleasing to
children. Here is evidence of a lack of understanding of how
to arrange a room to the taste of children,

In grades 4, 5, 1t seems that the most important need
lies in continuity«~that i1s, the teaschers could well plan
together the learning experiences and their purposes as they
are useful for grades 4, S. It 1s obvious from looking back
at the objectives and the activities for these grades that
the teachers are helping tﬁéir children in like manners but
for different purpcses. A teasher sharing project might dbe
helpful.

For these two grades the same health education problems,
the same parent relationship problems, and the same olassroom
atmosphere problems exist. This indieates since these grades

are housed in the same building and are under the same
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leadership that fasulty group work might be a tool for
looking at thess problems. This faculty is at present
using study groups for loocking at their problems; however,
purposes for these study groups are nct definitely defined.

What hasz been sald for grades 1, 2, 3 in the above
peragraphs 1s also true for grades l, S for the like prob-
lems. Another problem for these grades is that of under-
standing the place of the creative arts in the achool
program,

Here it has besn found that though the teashers
realize the importance of greutivo arts, thsy are not ready
to help shildren work on their own levels, but are concerned
about end produets. The children, too, feel that end products
are most important; therefore, the teachers and the children
are inhibited by false standards. Because of these falae
standards the teachers sometimes hinder the children in the
development of their creative abilitiles,

In grades 6, 7, 8, there are indications that a study
or examination of purposes might be of particular importance
as & preliminary step in school program planning.

Here again the same problems of health and classroom
atmosphere are present, It is also noticed that a need for

an understanding of the place of the oreative arts is present.
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There is no particular mention or emphasis placed on
parent relationzhips for these grades. A lack of falth in
the use of parents and children is more or less prevalent,
or 1t may be simply a lack of understanding of the role of
lay people. As purposes of education are discussed and
studied, this point might well be considered.

As already noted the same problems exist in grades
6, 7, 8 as in grades 1 through 5. The same factors -that
influence the teachers' actions in the lower grades also
influence the teachera'! actions in grades 6, 7, 8. It is
not necessary to repeat for grades 6, 7, 8 what has been
sald concerning grades 1 through 5,

The table on page &7 may not be of significant ime
portange exeept to show in a refined form the objectives of
grades 1l through 8. As has already been mentioned, teachers
of grades 6, 7, 8 have omlitted mny mention of the role of
parents,

In the opinion of the writer, there ia a definite
need for more unity in planning for grades 1 through 8 and
with the high school, It sesms this responsibility of
leadership is rightly the duty of the three principals.,
There are two systems represented, but there is no reason
for not planning together, After all the same ehildren are
involved.



There is no evidence of conscious planning on the
part of the three schools in the commmnlty, nor is there
evidence of planning for grades l through 8., However, it 1s
interesting to note here that in comparing what the eighth
grade group of children mentioned as having gained i{n eight
yoars, with what the teachers say they are trying to do, it
has been found that six\of the elght objectives for grades
1 through 8 were specifically menticned by the children,
This information is valid only if the assumption is made
that the shildren mean the 3zame things by their statements
&8 the tedchers msan,

The three facultlies do not plan tegether, nor do the
three principals. The two principals in ths city system do
not plan together, This to the writer is really unfortunate
because she believes that through conscious planning a great
many improvements could be made, Even the relationships
established would have a bearing on the children az well as
on the teachers and the total school program, The supervisor
feels a definite sense of faillure in this respect.

In considering how the teachers formulated their
objectives 1t seems to the writer that these teachers, in
part, are ready for help from the parents and children. Thia
will probably fit into the planning for next year.
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Because of some of the experisnces the teachers have
had with planning with parents, and because of some planning
done by the children, the teachers feel more securs in
accepting help with their planning. The feeling that the
teacher should always know what to do is gradually breaking
down.

In the opinion of the writer there are four lmportant
conclusions that can be drawn from this study. As she sees
these conclusions they are needs that might well serve as a
basis for planning and working toward improvements for next
year. They aret

1, Consideration of community needs,

2. Development of common purposes,

3. Planning for formulating objectives.

4+ Consideration of weaknesses in present program
such as, repetition of activities from one grade to ancther,
lack of continuity in the program for grades 1 through 8,
lack of understanding of the learning experiences that help
children reach the desired goals.

The writer belleves the teachers are ready to make and
sarry out plans for these four needs, Some plans for next
year have already been made, Study groups are already in

working order. The teashers are interested in considering
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the problems of what they should be doing and how to do what
they should be doing.

From this study, the writer believes that there 1ias
definite evidence showing a need for curriculum revision in
the Etowah ¢ity 3chools. It iz also her belief that thias
yoar's work has laid a foundation on which curriculum re-
vision can be bullt, As always, the success of future
improvements lies in the hands of the tuch&a s and the
Etowah City Sohool teachers are ready to move in the
direction of oconsciously improving their school program as
@ whole, as well as individuelly.
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