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Vision
Constructing prosperity through 
integrated community in rural India

Intention
To preserve contextual form and 
instil innovative function

Project Initiatives
Opportunity for contentment
Embrace traditional culture
Provide adaptable variations
Graft project into site context
Incremental Phasing

Collaboration with India
Phase Objectives
Research and establish form and performance guidelines
Research and establish material and system frameworks 
Establish a concept design 
Establish a site design
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Strategies
Design strategies focus on the geographical 
context of West India, the economy of the region, 
and the local culture in Wagnagar. The strategies 
focus on ease of construction, materials, 
community and climate.
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Site context
Grafting new site design 
into existing density 
and massing to match 
context

Site massing 
New density and 
massing sculpted 
equivalent to the 
existing site condition

Public space 
The public courtyards 
are carved from the 
mass to serve as cluster 
courtyards

Building area
Each individual site is 
shown with approximate 
maximum building foot 
prints based on program 

Site context Site massing

Building areaPublic space

Site Planning
The tradition and culture of Wagnagar demands 
preservation, yet balanced with site planning 
and design. The site is located in the center 
of the Wagnagar. The site location provides 
opportunities for the project to anchor itself into 
the context and traditional vernacular.
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0 1’ 3’ 6’ 10’
Site Section Through Plots 01 + 03

Phase One Built Out in Context

High Thought – Low Tech

A comprehensive study of housing in rural India
Sam Bouck + Forrest Reynolds
Professor Mark DeKay – Spring 2013

Vision
Construct Prosperity through integrated community for the other half.

Intention
Preserve form and instill function

Site Context

Site Context
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Existing Condition

Phased Demolition

Basement, Plinth, and Site Walls

Masonry Wall Construction

Bamboo Framing

Brick Vaults and Mangalore Roof Tiles

Climactic Strategies Bundle for Design

In the hot amd humid climate of South Western 
India, there are several design strategies to 
consider for creating more comfortable buidlings. 
Through the design of this project this series of 
identified strategies were considered.

Photographs courtesy of students at the College of Architecture, Sardar Patel Institute of Technology, Vasad, India.
Bundle Illustration Diagrams courtesy of Mark DeKay.0 2’ 6’ 12’ 20’
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0 2’ 6’ 12’ 20’Plots 03 + 04 Roof PlanPlots 03 + 04 Basement Plan
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Detail Wall Section
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