June 7, 1948

To the Committee on Graduate Study:

I am submitting to you a thesis written by
Anna Beatryce Hale entitled "A Study of the Negro Depart-
ment of the Tennessee Scheol for the Deaf." I recommend
that it be acceepted for nine quarter hours of credit in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree
of Master of Solenoe, with a major in Educatlion

ajor Professor /2247

#We have read this thesis
and recommend it s aceeptgnce:

6%&/ % /%

Accepted for the Committee

W 5

5;hn of ﬁhé




A STUDY OF THE NEGRO DEPARTMENT OF THE
TENNESSEE SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

A THESIS

Submitted to
The Committee on Graduate Study
of
The University of Tennesses
in
Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the degree of
Master of Sclence

by
Anna Beatryce Hale

June 1948



SR

y ] .
Pt B

ACEKNOWLEDGEMENT

The author wishes toc express her deep apprecla-
tion to Drs. Orin B. Graff, Florence V. Essery, and
Beverly E. Holaday of the College of Eduscation of ths
University of Tennessee, for thelr helpful suggestions
and criticisms in planning this study.

The author is glso greatly indebted to
Mrs., M. 7, Poore, Super intendent, and Mr. H. R. Ward,
Principael, of the Tennessee Scheol for the Deaf; also,
to Professor H. C. Edmunds and the other members of the
staff of the Colored Department of the Tennessee

School for the Deaf, for their kind assistance and

guidence which made this study possible.



CHAPTER
I,

II.

III.

iv.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

THE PROBLEM AND MAJOR DIFFICULTIES
INVOLVED & o o o o o o o o o ¢ s o s o &
The Problem . o ¢ 4 o o o o & & & » .
Organization of Sugceedlng Chapters .,
A BACXGROUND JF TBE NEGRO DEAF PUFILS OF
TENNESSEE « o « o ¢ o o o v 0 o o 0 o o s
Chapter Summary « « ¢ ¢ o o+ o o o &
ANALYSIS OF THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT IN THE
NEGRO DHEPATTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE SCHOOL
FOR THE DEAF o« 4 o + o o o o o o« o o « &
History of the School . . . . o e e e

Enrollment and Retirement Data . . . .
Qualifiocations of Teachers . « « « + o
Currlcular Life of the School . . . .
Health, Etiquette and Personality

BIEARIRE o ¢ 4 # 4 w 3 5 2 & + ¥ v ¥ ¥

Vocational Training R R R

Religious Acetivities , . . .« ¢« ¢« + 4+ &

Extra Curricular Aetivities . . . . &
RESULTS OF TESTS GIVEH TO TENNESSEE
NEGRO DEAF PUPILS + « « o ¢ o ¢ o« o o o o

M@n‘b al Su.l‘vey g @ ¢ 8 & F & @ & ¢ & 3

PAGE

23

25
25
27
36
40

b5
46
48

51
51



iv
CHAPTER PAGE
IV, (eontinued)

Educational SUIVEF « ¢ « o o o o o o o o 56
Hearing Survey . . ; e ; TE TN ; 62
V. SUMVARY AND RECORIENDATIONS o + o o o o o 63
SUMMATY o o « o « o o ; PSR ; s 63
Recommendations . . . ; . X ; . ; 65

B IBIJ IOGM’Y L ] L] ° » L] L d L L] * L L] . L L] . L] L] . . - 68



TABLE

II.

III.
Iv.

V.

VI,

VII.

VIII.

IX.

X.

XI.

X1I.

LIST OF TABLES

Distribution of 1947-1948 Pupils by

Colmties L] . [ ] . . L] [ ] ° * (] (] [ ] (] (] (] (]

Causes of Deafness; Enrollment of 1947-

19148 and 1937-191-&7 [ [ . o e . . . o e L)
Age at Which Pupils Lost Their Hearing . . -«

Homes of Pupil Enrollment . « ¢« o« ¢ ¢« ¢ o &

Nativity of Pupil Enrollment « « « ¢ « « . .

Oecupation of Fathers of Pupil Enrollment

l9h7-19’+8 ) B © A9 @ @ s @ W e o @ @ o ® »

Oceupation of Hothers of Pupil Enrollment
LOAT#APLE o o o c v 4 ¢ s 5 0 & o 4 5 o »
Number of Sib;ings of Pupil_Enrqllmgnt
LOATHARLE ¢ o « o 5 % o 9 ¢ o % 3 % 4 * @
Reasons for Dropping Purils from Roll During
the Ten~Year Period 1937=1947 « . ¢« « . &
Mean Age of New Pupils with No Previous
Schooling 1937-1948 o ¢ ¢ « « o o o o o o
Age of Entrance to Any School 1947-1948
Puplls o o o ¢ o o o o o o o o o o o o

Yearly Enrollment Over an Eleven-Year

PeriOd 1937-1914»8 ] ° . L ° . . [ . . ° .

PAGE

10

12

15

17
18

19

21

22

30

32

33

34



vi
TABLE PAGE

XIII. New Pupil Enrollment Over an Eleven-Year

PeriOd 1937-19h8 o & * 9 W & 4 @ e 8 4 @ & 37
39

XIV. Qualifieations of Teachers 1947-1948 . . . .
Xv. The Distribution of Boys and Girls According
to Gredes 1947-1948 Enroliment . « . « « « 42
XVI. Present Occupation of Pupil Enrollment
During the Ten-~Yeer Period 1937-1947 . . « 47

XVIiI. Intelligence Quotients on Pintner~Paterson

Performence Test to Pupils Under Fifteen

Years of Age 1947-1948 .+ « « ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢« ¢« « o 54

XVIII. Intelligence Quotients egn Chicago Non-
Verbal Examination to Pupils Above the
Age of Twelve Years 1947-1948 « « ¢« ¢« « « « 55
XIX. Grade Seores on Americen School Achieve-
ment Test, Primary Battery II, A . . . . e 57
xX. Results of Mental and Educational Tests . . . 59
XXI. loss of Ability to Understand Intelligible
Speech, Combined Ears, 1947-1948 Pupils . . 60



LIST OF FIGURES

PAGE

Faculty and Pupils 194L4=1945 . « & « v « & o 8

Map Showing Distribution by Counties of

Negro Pupils of the Tennessee School

for the Deaf 1947=1948 o « ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o o » 9
New School Building, the Interior of

the Auditorium and the Girls®* Dormitory . 28

Yearly Enrollment, 1937-1948 ., . . . . « . . 35
Number of New Pupils, by Sexes, Enrolled

Over an Eileven-Year Perlod 1937-1948 . . . 38
Voocational Tralning « « ¢ o« o« ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ o o o & L9

Commencement S0enes « « « ¢ o o ¢ ¢ o o o o o 50



CHAPTER 1

THE PROBLEM AND MAJOR DIFFICULTIES

INVOLVED

There is need for an swakening of the educators of
the Negro deaf to the importance of accumulative informa-
tion concerning the pupils who come under their care. Few
studies of the Negro deaf have been made, and at the pres=-
ent there is, known to the writer, only one published re-
port of an intensive study made of a group of the Negro
deaf.l It is evident that continued studies of this na-~

ture are needed to bring about advances in the instruction-

al methods used and in the educational accomplishments.

The Problem

l. The statement of the Problem, The purposes of

this study are: (1) the collection of as complete and ac-
curate data as possible regarding the Negro children en-

rolled as pupils in the Teanessee School for the deaf, in-
clud ing facts about their homes, their families, and their

deafness; (2) obtaining pertinent information about the

lCariton B. Goodlett and Vivian R. Green, "The
Mental Abilitles of Twenty-Nine Deaf and Partially Deaf
Negro Children," Publications of West Virginia State
College, Contributlon No. I of the Departments or Psychol-
ogy and Education, June, 1940.
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school whioch affects pupil education, including facts about

the instructional department, teacher qualifications and
extra-curricular activities; (3) obtaining as acocurately as
possible with avallable means the level of intelligence of
these children; (4) ascertalining the per cent of residual
hearing; (5) the measurement of their achievement as a result
of the time they had spent in school; and (6) recommendations
for the lmprovement of the education of these children.

2, Value of such a study, This study covers the pu-~

pil, the local school and the general field of education for
the Negro deaf.

(1) The importance of this study to the pupil. When
a study of this nature is made of a pupil, his interests,
needs and abilitles are brought to the attention of those
interested in his improvement while he 1s in school. He is
thus presented as the real individual he is, and understood
as a whole, instead of being thought of only in the light of
his school achievement., The child thus has a better chence
to be understood, guided and helped in his all-around develop-
ment.l L

(2) The importance of this study to the lgeal school.
The school may see, from a study of this nature, its weak
points, what should be improved, and how to do it. When the
school 1s trylng to understand and teach the child as a whole,
it 1s easier to see how to improve the teaching methods bet-

ter to sult the ohild's interest, needs and abilitlies,
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While it is true that a relatively small number of persons

fall within the scope of this study, it ls also true that
Tennessee spends each year a considersble amount on the edu-
cation of her Negro deaf boys and girls. The per capita
rate changes from year to year in accordance with the appro-
priation and number of pupils enrolled in both the white
and Negro departments. On the basis of the enrollment of
thirty-three pupils and the appropriation for 1947-19A48,
the per capita will run approximately $842, or a total of
$27,786 for the Negro department.

(3) The importance of this study to the general
field of education for the education for the Negro deaf.
A study of this nature should have value to the general
field of education for the Negro deaf, especially since
there has been such a small amount of study mede in this
field. Whatever may be achieved to improve the efficiency
of teaching methods, shorten the span of time required to
complete the school course and produce a more independent

deaf citizenry, must be conceded to possess a very real value,

3. Difficulties in comnleting the study. At the be-

ginning certain obstacles to the successful completion of
the study as planned were apparent. In the first place, the
extreme meagerness of school records from which to draw much

desired information along some lines offered a considerable

handicap in the work. Until quite recently the system of

records at the school was quite inadequate. TFacts which



I

would have added much to the sum total of useful data were
simply not to be had. TFor instance, such information as
occupation of parents, reasons for retiring pupils from the
roll, and so forth, were not available. Another phase of
the difficulty in securing full informetion is that in a
number of cases those filling out application blanks have
written "unknown" by items to be filled in, or have left
the questions unanswered altogether. This may have been
due to reluctance of parents to admit the child was not
normal in every way, to lack of knowledge on the part of
the person filling out the blank as to the information re-
quired, or to lack of understanding of the importance of
these facts to the school authorities. An additional phase
of this difficulty is the possibility of unreliable answers
on the application blanks because of the different types
of persons who fill them out. In the majority of cases,
parents fill out the application blanks. In some inatancss,
relatives, the county superintendent of public welfare,
social workers, Jjudges, doctors, or principals of hearing
schools do this. The variety and number of persons indicate
that there may be some doubt as to the reliability of the
answers. Perhaps the best gqualified person listed is the
social worker attached to the welfare department.

A second difficulty encountered was the scarcity of
published reports of similar studies which might be used

in comparing the Negro deaf children of Tennessee with



those of other sections of the United States.

A third difficulty was the lack of adequate measur-
ing devices with whiek to measure the intelligence of the
deaf pupils of all ages represented in the school enroll-
ment. Many of the popular achievement tests on the market
today cen be used fairly well with the deaf, but most of
the mentel tests used with groups of pupils In schools for
the bearing can not be used with any degree of accuracy be-
cause the language difficulty they present limits their
value, The subject will be discussed more fully in the

chapter which deals with the selection of the tests used.

Qrganization of Sugceeding Chapters

The remaining chapters of this study will deal with

the following phases of the problem:

Chapter II

A study of the background of the pupils, consisting
of a survey of their homes, their families and of facts con-
cerning their deafness. Jources of information will be the
records of the Tennessee School for the Deaf and personal

interviews with pupils and school officlials.

Chapter III

This chapter will be a brief examination of school

relationships which affect pupil education. In this chap-
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ter will be discussed the historical development of the school,
the number of teachers, qualifications of teachers, size of
classes, average enrollment, vocational courses offered and
extra-curricular activities, These facts will be secured
from sshool reports, files, roll books, pupil application

blanks, and other records on file in the main school offlice.

Chapter IV

A descoription will be given of tests used in a men-
tal, educational and hearing survey of the Negro pupils of
the Tennessez School for the Deaf and reasons for their
choice. The giving, scoring and evaluation of the tests
will be discussed so as best to present a picfure of the

Negro deaf children of Tennessee.

Chapter V
This chapter will summarize the study, with the con-

clusions and recommendations for the improvement of various
phases of the school program, which may result from a study

of the information eollected.



CHAPTER II

A BACKGROUND OF TEE NEGRO DEAF
PUPILS OF TENNESSEE

Figure 1 is a plcture of the faculty and puplils in the
Negro Department of the Tennessee School for the Deaf during
the session of 1944-1945. It 1s the only plcture of its kind
avalilable for the period studied. During the session of 1947-
1948 a total of thirtye¢three pupils were enrolled at the Ne-
gro Department of the Tennessee School for the Deaf. Twenty
of the ninety-five counties of the stete were represented in
the enrollment. Distribution of these children is skown in
Figure 2, a spot mep of the state, with each red dot repre-
senting a child. Table I also shows thls distribution of

pupils by counties., Fifty-one per cent of the children came

from the four counties which contain the four major cities

of Tennessee, and exactly one-third of them were from the
county containing the largest city of the state.
It would be diffiocult to mske an estimate of the pro-

portion of the Negro deaf children of Tennessee who are now
enrolled in the school. Undoubtedly there are, in remote

sections of Tsennessee, several Negro deaf children whose

parents are unaware of the existence of such an institution

as the Tennessee School for the Deaf. Also, it is & natural



FIGURE 1

FACULTY AND PUPILS
1944-1945
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TABLE I

DISTRIBUTION F 1947-1948 PUPILS
BY COWNTIES*
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11
tendeney for parents to be very reluetant to separate from
a smell child, especlally if that ehild is handicapped in
any way.

Among the thirty-three pupils enrolled during the
1947-1948 session, none was related to each other. None
of the pupils had deaf parents and only one pupil had any
deaf relatives, these deaf relatives being one sister and

two brothers. Of the pupil enrollment for the ten-year

period of 1937-1947, there were only two families with more

than one deaf child represented. In one family there were

four deaf ochildren, and in the other there were seven deaf
children. ©Of the deaf e¢hildren in these two feamilies only
four were enrolled in the school during 1937-1947. Of these
two families only one parent was deaf. There have been no
other known deaf relatives of pupils enrolled in the school
during the eleven-year period of 1937-1948.

Negro deaf appear to marry about half as fre-
quently as do white. Only one-fifth (19.6 per cent)
of males and one~fourth (24.9 per cent) of females
among Negro deaf have been married, as against two-
fifth (40.5 per cent) and a little under ome~half
{(L6.6 per cent), respectively, among white. In the
population &t large, Negro persons enter into mar-
riage to a slightly greater extent than white persons.
The situation probably is due in considerable part to
the smaller attendance of Negro deaf children at
special schools for the deaf, where opportunities are
afforded for acquaintance with persons of the oppos-
ite sex; and perhaps also to the relatively lower
economic status of Negro deaf, ghich would tend to
discourage marriage among them.

”Harry Best, Deafness end the Deaf in the United
Stetes (New Yorkt: The Maemillan Company, 1943), p. 183.




TABLE IIX

CAUSES OF DEAFNESS; ENROLIMENT OF
1947-1948 AND 1937-1947

Causes of Enrollment  Enxocllment
Deafness 1947-1948 1937-1947
Congenital 20 38
Abscess 1ln ear L 8
Meningitis 3 7
Unknown 3 6
Illress, not named 3 4
theoping cough 0 3
Malaria fever i 2
Pnermonis.eomplications 1l 1l
Fall . 0 1

Totsl 33 70
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Table II gives the causes of deafness both for pupils
in school during the 1947-1948 mession and for the ten-year
period of 1937-1947. This information wes taken from the
pupil sdmission blanks on file in the main school office.
Sixty-one per cent of the cases were congenital for the 1947-
1948 session and 54 per cent for the 19237-1947 period. Ab-

scess 1in ear ranked highest in the adventitious cases, with
12 per cent for the 1947-1948 session and 11 per cent for
the 1937-1948 period.

« » » o In the South congenital deafness is reported as

constituting practically half of all deafness, a condi-
tion all the more in evidence among Negroes, who form
Sso large a portion of the population here.

The relatively low proportions in the South for
such important causes of deafness as scarlet fever,
meningitis, and measles gy in some degree be attri-
buted tc tha apparent fact that Negroes, who form e
large part of the population of this seetion, suffer
to 8 less extent than do whites from infections or
contagious diseases of this character. . . .

« « Negroes appear somewhat mors liable than whites
to diseagses of the ear and abscess in the head., . . . .
Negroes are more subjec¢t than whites to deafness
from penumonis slmply because of their greater lisbil-

ity generally to that disease, as a result of their
greater exposure to it, or from their greater pre-’
disposition to respiratory diseases in general. . + «.o

If it is a fact that Negroes suffer deafness from
certain diseases to a less extent than do whites, then
congenital deafness may not be of specially high in-
cidence among them after all. .

In the South the ratio of the deaf is kept down tso
some extent by the circumstance that legroes, whe con-
stltute so large a part of the population here, make
a reletively light contribution to the deaf population.

The explanation of the relatively low ratio for
Negroes seems to lie in the eircumstances that certain
diseases which of'ten produce deafness are less likely
to have this effect upon them than upon whites.

A particularly cheering factor lies in the prac-
tically positive proof that deafness among Negroes is
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distinctly on the declina.3

Table III supplements the data presented in Table II,
by showing the age when the hearing loss occurred. Seventy-
six per cent of the pupils enrolied during the 1947-1948 ses-
slon lost their hesring before their first birthday. For the
period of 1937-1947, 61 per cent of the pupil enrollment
" lost theilr Lkearing before they were ons yesr old. For the
1947-1948 session, 6 per cent of the pupils lost thelr hear-
ing between their first and second birthdays and also 6 per
cent lost thelr hesring betwean thelr second and third birth-
days. For the period of 1937-1947, 10 per cent lost their

hearing between thelr first and second birthdays,and also

10 per cent lost thelr hearing between thelr second and third

birthdays.

The figures for the twe periods are similar. It is
seen that most of the deefness, ef the pupll enrellment for
the eleven-yeer period of 1937-1948, occurred before the
third birthday. No doubt, these early years offer the great-
est danger for hearing loss.

Negroes, s already indicated, are less susceptible
than whites to cerisln diseases cousing deefness.

Lt is to be borne in mind, however, thet much deaf-
ness which occurs durilng infency is lnecorrectly re-

garded as congenitel, an error which is likely to be
mnost pronounced Among Negroes.h

3Ibig., pp. 18, 20, 22-23, 93, 134-135. A4Ibid., p. 153.
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AGE AT VWHICH PUPILS LOST THEIR HEARING

Ao 1947-1948 Enrellment

Age Number _ Per Cent
Birth to one year old 25 75.76
Two to three years old 2 6.06
Three to four years old 2 6.06
Four to five years old 1 3.03
Five to six years old 2 6.06
Six to seven years old 1 3.03
Total 33 100.00

Bs 1937-1947 Enrolliment

Age Number __Per Cent
Birth to one year old 43 61.43
One to two years old ? 10.00
Two to three years old 7 10.00
Three to four years old 5 7.14
Four to five years old 2 2.86
Five to six years old 2 2.86
Six to seven years old 3 4.29
Eight to nine years old 1 1.42
Total 70 100.00
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The relatively high proportion of Negroes whose deafness 1is
of late occurrence probably lies in the lack of adeguate

medical treatment for diseases affecting the ear, in later
years of childhood and infaney, to forestall possible deaf-
ness.?

Table IV shows informatlon about the location of the

homes of the pupils enrolled for the 1947-1948 session and

for the ten-year period of 1937-1947. This information
shows how many pupils were from ¢ities, small towns, or
farms. For the 1947-1948 period, 52 per cent lived in ci=-
ties; 33 per cent lived in smell towns; and 15 per cent
lived on farms. For the ten-yesr period of 1937-1947, 59
per cent lived in cities; 31 per eent lived in small towns;
and 10 per cent lived on farms. There seems to be a trend
in the pupil enrollment toward a movement from c¢ities to
small towns and farms.

Table V shows the nativity of the pupil enrollment
for the 1947-1948 session and for the period of 1937-1947.
Seventy-nine per eent of the 1947-1948 enrollment were born
in Tennessee and 21 per cent were born in other states. For

the period of 1937-1947, 84 per cent were born in Tennessee

and 16 per cent were born in other states.

5Ibid., p. 155.
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HOMES OF PUPIL ENROLIMENT

Ae_ 1OL7=1948

Children Number  Per Csnt
Living in cities 17 51.52
Living in small toy:s 11 33.33
Living on farms 5 5.15
Total 33 100.00
Be 1937-19L7
Children Number _Per Cent
‘Living in cities Ll 58.57
Living in small towns 22 31.43
Living on farms 7 10.00
Total 70 100.00




TABLE V

NATIVITY OF PUPIL ENROLLMEE

Ae_ 19L7-1948

Pupils Humber _Per Cent
Bern in Tennessee 26 78.79
Borp in other states . 7 21.21
Total 33 100.00
Bs  1937-10L7 ey
£Zupils Number  Per Cent _
Bern in Tennesses 59 8L.29
Born in other states 3y  15.71
Total 70 166,00

18



TABLE VI

OCCUPATION OF FATHERS OF PUPIL ENROLLMENT
1947-1948

Occunat ions

Number Per Cent

Common laborer 9 27.27
Unknown 9 27.27
Deceased 7 21.22
Aramy 2 6.06
Farmer 2 6.06
Minister and farmer 2 6.06
Porter on railroad 1 3.03
Yerdwsn for railroad E - 3.03

Total

33 100.00

19
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Table VI gives the ocscupatlons of the fathers of the
thirty~-three puplls enrolled during the 1947-1948 session.
Nine of the fathers were common laborers and nine others were
listed as unknown. Those under the heading of "unknown" com~
prised the unemployed, the fathers whose whereabouts are un-
known and those for whom the small children could not snswer.
Of the rest, seven were deceased; two were in the Army; two

were farmers; and two were both ministers and farmers. Alse
there was one father who wes a porter on the railroad, and
one other father who was a yardman for a rallroad.

Table VII gives the occupations of the mothers of the
pupils enrolled during 1947-1948. Nineteen of the mothers
were engaged in domestic work. This was 57 per cent of the
cases, Of the others: seven were housewives; one cooked for
& olubhouse; one was maid in a hospital; one was & maid in
a hotel; and one was a seamstress and did domestic work, too.
| Table VIII shows the number of siblings per pupll
for the 1947-1948 enrollment. Four pupiis reported no sib-

lings; six had only one sibling; and two had two siblings.

Of the rest, seven pupils had three siblings; four had four
s;blings; and for the others there were from one to three
pupils who reported that they had from five'to ten siblings.
This information wes gotten from personal interviews with the

pupils and school officials. Each time the point wes em-



TABLE VII

OCCUPATION OF MOTHERS OF PUPIL ENROLLMENT
1947-1918

EEEERIREA : e

Occupations

Domestic work 19 57.58
Housewife ¥ 21.21
Deceased 3 9.09
Cook for clubhouse 1 3.03
Maid in hospital i 3.03
Maid in hotel 1 3.03

Seamstress and domestic
vork i 3.03
Total 33 106,00




TABLE VIII

NUMBER OF SIBLINGS OF PUPIL ENROLLIMENT
1947~1948

e e S o e et

Pupils — o Bumber Per Cent
With no siblings L 12.12
With one sibling 6 18.18
With two siblings 2 6.06
With three siblings i 21 .22
With four siblings L 12.12
With five siblings 1l 3.03
With six siblings 2 6.06
With seven siblings 3 9.09
With eight siblings 1 3.03
With nine siblings 2 6.06
With ten siblings £ 3.03
Total 33 100.00
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phasized that they must not include themselves when counting
their brothers and sisters. No distinetion was mmde between

half and full kinship.

Chapteyr Summary

During the ten-year period of 1937-1947 there were

seventy pupils enrolled in the Negro department of the
Tennegsea School for the Deaf. During the session of 1947-
1948 there were thirty-three pupils enrolled, four of whom

were new entrants. These pupils represented twenty of the

ninety-five counties of the stete. It is felt that there
are in the state other Negro deaf children whose parents
are not aware of the existencs of the State School for the
Deaf,

During the 1937-1948 period there was only one deaf
parent as represented by the pupil enrollment. Also there
were only two families with more than one deaf ehild re-
presented in the school during that period. During 1947-
1948 none of the pupils enrolled were related.

Congenital deafness ranked very high in the causes
listed for the deafness of the puplls enrolled during the
1937-1948 period. Abscess in ear ranked the higheast of the
adventitious cases. Since congenital deafness ranked so

high, it was not surprising that the majority of the pupils
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lost their hearing before their first birthday.

The majority of the pupils enrolled during 1937-1948
lived in cities, with smsll towns and farms next in order,
There seems to be a trend in the pupll enrollment toward a
movement from c¢ities te smell towns and farms.

Twenty-one per cent of the pupils enrolled during the
1947-1948 period and 16 per cent of the pupils enrolled dur-
ing the 1937-1948 periocd were born in other states than
Tennessee. A trend toward native born bupils is shown by the
pupil enrollment for the eleven-year period studied.

Common labor was the chief occupation of the fathers
of the pupil enrollment for 1947-1948. Fifty-seven per cent
of the mothers of the pupils enrolled during 1947-1948 did

domestic work and 21 per eent were housewives.
Nineteen of the pupils enrolled during the 1947-1948
session had three or less giblings.

The datea contaired in this chepter coxncerning the pu-
pils' baeckground is of value both to the pupil and to the
schodl. When a study of this nature ls made of & pupil, he
has a better chance to be understood, guided and helped in
his all-around development, and the school may easier see
how to improve the teaching methods better to suit the child's

interest, needs, and abilities.



CHAPTER III

ANALYSIS OF THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT IN THE
NEGRO DEPARTHMENT OF THE TENNESSEE
SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

History of the School

The following is an extract from a history of the
Tennessee School for the Deaf:

On April 3, 1852, the Board of Trustees of the
white school for the deaf in Tennessee received a
letter requesting permission to enter a Negro slave
as a pupil in the school. However, it was not un-
til twenty-nine years later that provision was
really made for the education of the Negro deaf of
the state. '

The legislature passed a bill on April 4, 1881,
establishing a school for the Negro deaf. An appro-
priation of $2,500 for two years was made and the
school was started in a rented house in East Knox-~
ville near the site of the Churchwell house, the
former location of the white school.

The first session of the school opened with the
pupils who were placed in the home of James Mason,
who took particuler interest in their welfare. They
ate their meals in a log cabin, slept in another
building and went to schosl in still another part
of the city. A former pupil of the white school,
Matthew R. Mann, was the first teacher.

Rhoda Mason, the first matron of the Negro
department, did not know the signs used by the deaf.
Every day that she brought the children to school,
she remained in the class to learn the signs from
Mr. Mann.

The appropriation was practically used up by
the Trustees by the end of the first session of
sehool, due to the fact that it had not been stipu-
lated 'per annum.' At the next session of the legis-
lature, the oversight in terminology was corrected,
an appropriation of $2,500 was passed to take care
of the deficit and the appropriation was stipulated
to be 'per annum.'
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In the summer of 1883, Dr. John Boyd, the sechool
physician, made the Board the very attractive offer
to sell the Abner G. Jeckson home and surrounding
property of twenty-seven acres on Dandridge Pike
for $5,500. The Trustees promptly rented the pro-
perty for two years at $300 a year and relied on
the generosity of the General Asseambly to appro-
priate the necessary funds for the purchase.

At the extrsordinary session of 1885, the
Legislature saw the wisdom of such action and appro-
priated the money for the acquisition of the pro-
perty, plus $1,000 for repairs to the buildings and
the fencing of the property.

In 1895 the dairy wes moved from the White to
the Negro department, and with the $1,800 appropria-
ted for this change, the Executive Committee author-
ized the construction of & wooden barn, a five-room
frame house for the deiryman, a brick dairy house,
and fences and sheds for the stock at the new loca-
tion. The Negro school grounds afforded plenty of
pasture land, fresh running water, and much more
freedom for the dairy herd.

In March, 1901, the Legislature in session in
Mashville passed a bill requiring that a teacher or
principal employed in the schools of the state be
of the same race as the puplls he instruets. 1In
order to avoid any viclation of the law, the Board
met and changed Mr., Moses' offieiel title to that
of superintendent, and that of Mr. Mann, the teacher
in the Negro dsepartment, to assistant superintendent
and at the same time relieved iaenn of all teaching
duties. His duties becems those of manager of the
Negro department. Mabel lleson had been employed to
assist kr. Mann as teacher in the preceding session.
Hary Hoss was added to the staff in 1902.

The Negro school was closed at the beginning of
the Christmas holidays in 1940 and an extensive im-
provement program was begun in that department.

Henry C. Edmunds, the principal, helped with the work.
Hodern electric and heating systems were installed;

the floors and walls were replaced; snd a cemsent-block’
extension was built onto the back of the main building.
This addition, called the School Building, contains an
auditorium and two classrooms on the first floor, and
and on the ground floor are one classroom, laundry,
domestic art department for girls, a shop for boys, and
central heating plant. All classrooms are wired so
that hearing aids may be plugged in enytime.

More land was added to bring the total acreage to
almost one hundred acres. The dairy barn received a
new roof, gutters and an over-all paint job. Total
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cost of the improvements ang repairs came to around
sixty-two thousand dollers,

Figure 3 shows the new school building, the interior

of the auditorium and the girls' dormitory.

¥nrollment and Retirement Data

£ total of 362 Hegro pupils nave been enrolled in the
Tennessee Sahool for the Deaf, since the first session of its
Negro department in 188l. (It is to be noted that since the
sghool records until quite recently nave been inadequate,
there is a possibility of an error in thls total number of
pupils, but it is felt thet it is fairly mecurate.) A very
small proportion of these pupils did not remsin at the school
for instruction. The two main reasons for dropping pupils
in this group have bsen: (1) the possessing by them of too
mueh hearing to justify thelr receiving instruetion in a
school of this type, and (2) definite indications of mental
deficiency to such sn extent as to make them uneducable.

During the sessions from Septembar, 1937, to May, 1948,
a total of seventy-four pupils have been enrolled in the
school. Of these pupils forty-two have been retired from the
roll during this eleven-year period. Table IX gives a sum=-

mary of the reasons for retiring these pupils. The phrase

6 100th Anniversary of the Tennessee School for
Deaf, 1845~ e Published by the Tennessee School for
the Deaf, Knoxville, Tennessee, 1945,
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FIGURE 3

NEW SCHOOL BUILDING, THE INTERIOR OF THE
AUDITORIUM AND THE GIRLS' DORMITORY.
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"no reason given™ applies to those cases concerning whom
there is no record, as well as those about whom the records
state that no reason was given for the pupil's dropping out.

As seen In Table IX the main reasons for dropping pupils
from the roll during the 1937-1847 period were either that
the ehild moved to another stete, stopped to go to work, or
else he was not the type of pupil for this school. It will
be noted that only three pupils have been graduated from the
school during this tes-year period. These thres pupils were
graduated from the eighth grade. A possible explanation of
this fact will be discussed later in this chapter.

An age limit of twenty-one has besn in foree, and it
will be noted in Table IX that three pupils during the 1937~
1947 period, were dropped for this reason. This ruling has
been forced because it is felt that 1f a pupil does not com=-
plete the course by the time he reaches thls age there is

little likellhood of his dolng so. Also, there i3 a need

for meking room for new pupils.
Only pupils from six to twenty-one years of age may

attend the school. Table X shows tke mean age of pupils for
each year during the 1937-1948 perlod, entering this school
with a record of no previous formal schooling. A few of the
cases, with a record of some prsvious formal schooling, had
spent a short time Just "sitting"™ in publie¢ school and had
not actually profited by it. Some of the others with a



TABLE IX

REASONS ¥FOR DROPPING PUFIL3 FROM
ROLL DURTIMNG THE TEN-YEAR PERIOD

30

1937=1947

e e - - - sy
Reason for Dropping Number Par Cent
Moved from state 1l 36.19
Stopped to go to work 8 19.05
Not the type for this school L 9.52
Dissatisfaction of parents or chlld 3 71l
Graduated 3 714
No rsasson given 3 7.14
Reached age limit 3 7.14
Dropped out because of bad heslth 2 L.77
Married 2 L.77
Deceased 1 2.38
Dismissed for extreme infraction

of rules 1 2,38
Dropped ocut to help at home 1 2.38

Total L2 100.00
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record of some previous formal schooling had attended another
state school for the deaf. The average public-school child
enters sshool at about the age of six and a half,7while the
megn age of entrance for this group of pupils was 8.8. These
faots are significant in interpreting the results of tests

presented in the next chapter. Late entrance on the part of

the pupil may mean poor publicity of the school throughout
the state. There needs to be some method of discovering

children sultgble for the school. Late entrance and poor pub-
lieity may be partly the reason for so few graduates.

Table XI gives the age of enrollment into any school
for the pupils enrolled in this school during the 1947-1948
session. The mean age of entrance for this group to any
school is 8.1.

Yable X1I shows the total yearly enrollment over the
eleven~year period studied, and the distribution of the sexes.
It is interesting to note that the number of girls enrolled
only oncc excesded the number of hoys enrolled--during the
1945-1946 session. Graphical representation of these totals

is shown in Figure L.

7Lavis i, Terman, The Intelligence of Schoeol Children
(New York: Houghton Mifi1Tn Company, 1919), Pe 93.



TABLE X

MEAN AGE OF NEW PUPILS WITH NO

PREVIOUS SCHOOLING

1937-1948
Session Pupils Mean Age

1937-1938 6 8.0
1938-1939 L 8.7
1939-1940 5 10.2
1940-1941 6 7.6
1941-1942 6 8.3
1942-1943 L 8.0
1943-19L4 3 8.7
19441945 3 9.0
1945-1946 2 11,0
1946-19L47 L 9.5
1947-1948 2 8.0

g::if eleven years bl 8.8

32



TABLE XI

AGE OF ENTRANCE TO ANY SCHOOL

194,7-1948 FUPILS

Age

Pupils

Six years of age .« « ¢« o &

L ]
*
L
L]

Eight years of age

Seven years of age .« « o .
Nine years of 8ge « « « o o
Eleven years of age . « « »

Thirteen years of age « . .

Twelve years of age « « .

11

=& W, o

Total e & & @

33

33



YEARLY ENROLLMENT

TABLE XII

OVER AN ELEVEN-YEAR FERIOD

1937-1948

Session Boys Girls Toteal
1937-1938 13 1 2L
1938-1939 16 13 29
1939-1940 18 15 33
1940-1941 16 15 31
1941-1942 19 18 37
1942-1943 23 16 39
1943-19LL 23 17 40
194 L-1945 18 1L 32
1945-1946 12 16 28
1946-19L47 19 12 31
19471943 18 15 33

Mean enrollment 17.73 14.73 32.46

3h
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FIGURE 4

Session

YEARLY ENROLLMENT
1937-1948
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Table XIII gives the number of new pupils admitted each
year during the eleven-year period, and the distribution by
sexes. The number of girls exceeded the number of boys four
of the eleven sessions. Graphical representation of these

data :re presented in Figure 5.

Qualifications of Teachers

Table XIV summarizes findings in regard to the teaching
personnel of the school during 19,7-1948. It will be seen
that three of the five teachers were college graduates; one
had the equivalent of a little less than three years of ool-
lege; and one other had crsdits for less than one full year
of college.

Teble XiV, B, shows the professional training of these

five teachers. One teacher had had no aceredited special

training to teach the deafj three had completed less than one
year of 8peciel treining; and one had the eguivalent of more
than a year of special training.

One of the teachers had not taught in publie school be-
fore beginning to teach the deaf, while the other four had
taught rrAm three to fifteen years in publie schools. These
gsame teachers had taught from four to thirty-five years in a

school for the deaf. There has been only one deaf teaoher in



TABLE XIII

NEW PUPIL ENROLLMENT OVIR AN ELBEVEN-YEAR FERIOD

1937-19L8

Sesgssion

Boys

Girls

Total

1937-1938
1938-1939
1939-1940
1940-1941
1941-19L2
1942-1943
1943-1944
1944~-1945
1945-19L6
1946-1947
194 7-15L8

PP W W W W W

o

)

H W N W NN

VT W M 2 O

Wt O

ilean per year

2,73

2.18

L.91
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FIGURE 5

 NUMBER OF NEW PUPILS, BY SEXES, ENROLLED OVER
AN ELEVEN-YEAR PERIOD, 1937-1947

Legend: Boys
Girls




TABLE XIV

QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS
1947-1948

A. Academic Record

39

R - et | ——— S S S —
oA e e ekl = e ——— —c —

Prewigus Schooling

Numberp

Less than one year of college
Legs than three years of ocollege
Bagheloxr's degree

Total

ot o~

B. &Specisl Trailning in Teeching the Deaf

— O e e T vy e e
RS s e | o e e e ) e e e e

Amoupt of Tralning

]

Number

No special tralning
Less than one year
Less than two years

Total

(= w i

C. Xxperience

l. MNumber of Years Taught in Publiec School

Years Taught

Number

None

Three years
Seven years
Eleven years
Fifteen yesrs

el el

Total

o

2. Number of Yeers Teught in School for the Deaf

Years Taught Number
our years 1
Seven years 1
Eleven years 2
Thirty-five years 1

Total

\JY
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the Negro department of the Tenrnesses School for the Deaf

since 1ts opening session. This deaf teacher was the first
teacher In the school and was a graduate of the white depart-

ment of the sahool.,

Gurricular Life of the Schogl

During the 1947-1948 session the teachers spoke orally
to the pupils, exnecting them to receive the instruetions
through speech reading and they slso sometimes used the con-
ventionel sign ianguege and the meanuel alphabet. Writing was
used witn them a great deal, too, During most of the life
of the sehool instruction hed been through the manual method
-=-that 1s, through the use of the manual alphebet, a certain

amount of c¢onventional signs and through writing. In recent

years, however, the oral method has been introduced, and its

use has been expanded from year to year with the introduetion

of new pupils. One reason for the absence of oral instruetion

has been the leck of any tralnivg facllities in oral techniques
for Negro teachers of' the deaf. I{ is the policy of the school
to broaden and improve the oral work of the school from year

to year.

Teachers' rolls for 1947-1948 reveal thet puplls are

¢lassified in eight groups according te advancement in school,
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ranging from First Prepsratory through Fifth Grede. As would
be expected, the preparatory ¢lasses represent the larger
groups, with smaeller numbers in the more advaneed ¢lasses,

As is true in all schools for the deaf, instruetion is more
individualized than 1s generally found in the usual public

8chool class, This 1s made necessary by the speclalized

type of instrustion used, the nécessity of placement of pu-

plls in advantageous positions for reading the teacher's
lips and the fact that the average pupll entering a school
for the deaf has a smaller vocdabulary than the hearing child
of two or three years of age. Table XV shows the olassifi-
cation of pupils enrolled durlng the 1947-1948 session, and
the distributlon of the sexes. The age range for eaoh grade
is given, too:. This classification used 1n the Negro de-
partment is the same as is used in the white department of
the school.®

The school term is for nine months, from September to
May. During the school term all of the pupils board at the
school. The school 1s supported by the state and is free to
all children who by reason of deafness alone are unable to

receive lnstruetion in the regular public schools. The

8Herschel Rodgers Ward, ™A Study of the Deaf Children
of Tennessee." Unpublished Master's thesis, Unjversity of
Tennessee, Knoxville, 1938, pp. 50-51.



TABLE XV

THE DISTRIBUTION OF BOYS AND
GIRLS ACCORDING TO GRADES
1947-1948 ENROLLMEWT

Numbex
Grade Total
e Range
Boys Giw_f?mai_
First Preparatory 5 3 8-13
Second v 2 A 10-16
Third ’ 1 2 10«12
First Primery 2 2 13=14
Second e 1l 2 12-14
Third " 2 2 13-15
Pirst Intermediate 3 0 12-17
Second u 1 0 21
Total 18

15 8-21

L2
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school provides tuition and bocks, board and lesundry and
trangportation to and from school must be provided by par-
ents or friends. Parents are also asked to pay an inciden-
ta) fee of seven dollars per year to cover such items as
breakage, hair cutas, shoe repesirs, and so forth.

During the 1947-~18)7 session there were eight levels
of academic work offered in the school-~from the first year
of preparatory through the sacond year of intermediate work.
At that time there were no puplls classiflied above the second
year of intermediate work, which is the fifth grade. During
the ten-year period of 1937-1947 the number of grades re-
presented and the highest grade have varied, and, as has been
stated previously, there have been three pupils during this
ten-year period who graduated from the eighth grade. The
ocourse of study, the books and supplies have been the same as
were used in the white department of the sshool. This course

of study 1s somewhat similar to that used in the publiec schools,

but in addition the puplls are taught speech and speech read=-
ing and the proper use of hearing aids.

During the 1947-1948 session the school had two mul=~
tiple type hearing aid sets. One of them was a Model F9-a
Fairchild set with eight individual earphones, and the other
was & Western Electric set with ten individual earphones.
Also during the 1947-1948 session there were three pupils
who owned iIndividual type hearing aids. There were three
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other pupils during the 1937-1947 period who had their own

hearing aids. Rhythm work is enother activity which has

been added to the academic curriculum. In this rhythm

period were taught folk danoing, tap dancing and speech
work. The school also had a library of approximately one
hundred books for pupil use.

Every other Monday is designated as "Letter Day™ in
the classroom. At this time each pupil writes a letter to
his parents. This letter-writing is guided by the teachers
and is & regular part of the language teaching in the school.
The paper and stamps for these letters are furnished by the
school. Other letters which the pupils wish to write to
their parents or friends are guided by the housemother. A
report card indicating the pupil's progress in schecol work
is made out by the teacher and sent to each shild's parents

every six weeks.

Health, Etiguette and Personglity Training

Sinee all of the pupils in the Tennessee School for
the Deaf are boarding pupils nlne months out of each year
in a school eatablished to carry out a gystem of speecial
education, the responsibility of training these children in
good health habits, proper etiguetts and of developing in
them proper nmorsls and well adjusted psrsonslities, is tre-

mendous for the school employess. The pupils are under the
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care of a housemother or housefather, who look after them
and care for them duriang the time they are not in ¢lasses.
The staff as a whole has much te do with the sarrying out
of an adeguate health program.

Each child is given a general physical exeminstion
during his first year in this school and after that medical
attention is given as the need arigses. During the 1937~
1948 period there had been no déaths among puplls during
the school year.

The school had some physlesl eduestion work which
was carrisd out by the principel and the housemother. Soft
ball, ternis and basketball were especially emphasized out-
doors, with table tennis and shuffleboard being played in-

doors.

Vocational Training

Vocat ional treining is given to each of the older
pupils. During the 1947-1948 session the girls were_taught
mending, plain sewing, cooking &nd general housework. The
boys were taught general shopwoik, including woodworking,
painting, plumbing, simple elsotrical work, and genersl re-
palr work. All of the needed repair work done around the
school wes dons by boys in the vocatispal class. Voeational
teachers gave much time to the teaching of shep language.

Figure 6 is a picture showing the different vocations which
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have been taught in the school.

Table XVI shows the occupations during the pericd of
1947-1948 of pupils enrolled dur ing the ten-year period of
1937-1947. This tabulation is givem for girls and boys
separately. Sixzteen of the boys and twelve of the girls were
s8till enrolled as pupils in the Negro department of the
Tennessee 3chool for the Deaf, and three boys and two girls
were puplls in another school for the deaf, with one other
pupil, & girl, being a student in a hearing college. The
ocoupations of six boys &nd three girls were unknown. The
chief occupations of the boys who were sngaged in some regu-~
lar work wers farm labor, common labor, and hotel work. The
main occupations of the girls were domestic work, housewife

and beautician

Religious Activities

The school had a well planned religious progrem during
the 1947-1948 session. Sunday-school classes of a non-denomi-
nationsl nature were held each Sunday morning for a forty-
five minute period. Hach pupil attended these Sunday-school
classes taught by the regular academic teaahers of the school.

A deaf missionary preacher came once & month on Sundey even-

ings to deliver a message to the pupils and teachers. The
student body and faculty go every year to a chureh in wown

on Laster Sunday and again on Mother's Day.



TABLE XVI

PRESENT OCCUPATION OF FUPIL ENROLLMENT

DURING THE TEN -YEAR FERIOD

L7

1937-19L7
A. Boys
Qceupation Numbex Per Cent
Student new in T. 3. D. 16 42.11
Unknown 6 15.79
Farm laborer L 10.53
Student in another school for
the deaf 3 7.90
Deceased 2 5.26
Incapable 2 5.26
Common laborer 1 2.63
Hotel waiter 1 2.63
Hotel worker b § 2.63
Janitor 3 2.63
Shoe shiner 1 2,63
Total 38 160.00
B. Girls
=t
Occupation — Number Per Cent
Student now in T. S. D. 12 37.51
Domestoc work 3 9.38
Housewife 3 9.38
Unknown 3 9.38
Beautician 2 6.25
Incapable 2 6.25
Student in another school for
the deaf 2 6.25
Binder in a publishing house 1l 3.12
Deceased 1 3.12
Hgtel maid 1 3.12
Student now in hearing college l 3.12
Waltress in cafe 1l 3,12
Total 32 100,00
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Extra Curricular Activities

The soeial 1life of the pupils enrolled during the 1947~

1948 session wes carried out through Scouting, parties, pro-
grams, and visits to town. The older boys could to go town
every Saturday and the other pupils were also taken occasion-
ally. The students had been taken to see the Armistice Parade
every year, also to operettas and for tours of plants. ‘
A Boy Scout troop was organized in the school in 1943,
under the sponsorship of the principal. During the 1947-1948
session, fourteen boys were enrolled in this Seout troop.
The girls have not had a Seout troopr organized in the school

but, since the fall of 1945, the housemother regularly took

about eight of the girls to meet with a hearing Negro Girl

Scout troop in town.

Every other Friday night the student body has been

shown a movie which was selected for its educational and rec-

reational value. The sehool always has movies during Negre
History Week, and educational programs are always presented
during these special emphasis weeks., Other annua; programs
are presented for Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter, and at
commencement. ‘The Thanksgiving and the commencement programs
are always open to the public. The school has had parties
for the pupils on Halloween, Valentine Day, Easter and ec-
casionally other parties are given. 'Figure 7 shows scenes

from different commencement programs.



FIGURE 6

VOCATIONAL TRAINING



FIGURE 7

COMMENCEMENT SCENES



CHAPIER IV

REGULTS OF TESTS GIVEN TO TENNESSEE
NEGRO DEA¥ FUPILS

The pupils enrolled in the Negro department of the
Tennessee School for the Deaf during the 1947-1948 session
had not previously been given intelligence or educational
tests, although several of them had been given a hearing
test during the 1946-1947 session. The suthor seleeted the

tests used, based on the ceriteria described below.

Mental Survey

Most of the popular types of standard mental tests
used with groups in schoolg for the hearing offer a language
difficulty which limits thelr value as tests of intelligencs

of the deaf.

Pintner notes that the usual language coneepts in
verbal tests of intelligence are decidedly outside of
the comprehension of the desf and hence do not fairly
reflect true mentel status.

When deaf children are tested with the usual forms
of intelllgence tests, thay generally make poor scores
and seem retarded in their mental development by as
much as two or three ysars.

It is now recognized that, to be a fair test of
intelligence of a deaf child, the test must not require
skill in language. The directions and performance of
the test must neither of them require the use

9Harry J. Baker, Introduection to Exceptiofal Children
(New York: The Macmillan Cowmpany, 1947), p. 109,
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of words.lo

When, however, we want to measure the intelll-
gence of deaf children of different eges and with
different smounts ef educational opportunity, we
gust go back of our langua.ie tests to something
more common to deaf ckildren in general. Hence the
necess%ty for using non-lasguage and performance
tests.

For the mental survey at the MNegro department of the

Tennegsee 8chool for the Deaf, the Pintner-Patsrson Short

Soale Eepformance Test and the Chicago Non~Verbal Examina=-

tion were selected for the following reasons’ (1) it was
felt advisable to use these two tests since the younger pu-

pila' abllity could best be tested by an individual sesle,

while for the older pupils the norms provided by the per-
formance scale become less relisble--above the age of four-

teen; (2) among the individuel seales, ths Pintner-Pesterson

ranks high in ussge in residential schools, az well as day

schools. Anong the group type, the Chicago Non-Verbal

Bxaminetion also ranks high in genersl use.12 Both of these
tests had previously been successfully administered in the

white department of the Tennessee School for the Desf; (3)

10Hallowell Davis (ed.), Hearing and Deafness
(New York: Murray Hill Books, inc., 1947), DPPe 37L-375.

1lRudolf Pintner, Intelligence Testing (New York:
Henry Holt and Company, 1931), p. LO9.

12Bessie Pugh, "Twentieth Century Trends in the Edu-
cation of the Deaf," Volta Review, 49:261-63, June 1947.
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the performance scale was available in the white department
of the school; and (4) both of these tests sre fairly easy

to edministsr.

Table XVII ahows.the results of the Pintner—?ﬁteragg

test given to twenty-five pupils who were under fifteen years
of age. &t is ssean that two of the puplls had I. Qe's be-
tween 110-125, six of them had I. W.'s between 95-109, eight
of them fell between 80-94, six of them had I. Q.'s between

65-79, and the seven others ad I. Q.'s between 50-64.,

The Chicago Non-Verbal test was given to eleven pupils

oclassified from second grade upwsrd. It was intendsd to use
this test with 21l children taking the achievement test, but
it was found thet when it wes given to children below the
second grade, regardless of age; the results indicated laeck

of understanding which rendered them of little value. This
finding corresponds to those of dJohnson's study in the Illin-
ols School for the Deaf.13 It was decided, however, that

the test would be used from second grade upward, to sover more

adequately those cases of advanced age which would not be

covered well by the iintner Paterson norms.

Mental ages and I. Q.'s obtained from this test were

consistently lower uvhan those obtained for the same pupils on

13g11zabeth Hughes Jobnson, "The Effect of Academiec
Level on Scores from the Chicago nNon-Verbal Examination for
Primary Pupils,™ Amsericen Annals of the Deaf, 92:233, May 1947.




TABLE XVII

INTELLIGENCE @UOTIENTS ON FINTNER-PATTERSON
PERFOIGANCE TEST TO PUPILS UNDER
FIFTEEN YRARS OF AGR

1947-1948
I. Q. Pupils Per Cent
110-125 2 6.90
95-109 6 20.35
80-9L 8 27.58
65=79 6 20.35
50-64 7 24,1

Total 29 100.00

ok



TABLE XVIII

INTELLIGENCE GQUOTIERTS ON CHICAGO NON-VERBAL
EBXAMTNATIONS TO PUPILS ABOVE THE
AGE OF TWELVE YEARS

1947-1948
I. Q. Number Ter Cent
110~125 0 0
95-109 1 9_.09
Below 50 1l 9.09

Total 11 100.60

55
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the Pintner-Peterson Test. One pupll had an I. Q. above

95; seven fell withlin the range of 80-94; two fell between

50 and 64, while one pupil was below 50.

Zducational Survey

After careful consideration of several tests to measure

school achievement, it was decided to use the American School

Achievement Tegt, Primary, Battery II, Form A, Reasons for

this decision are as follows: (1) It seems to represent as
well as any available test the range of informetion to whieh
deaf children in residentisl schools have been exposed; (2)
the types of exercises used are the sort which mlnimize ;an—
guage responses from the pupil; (3) directions are brief,
simple and easlly understood and can be given through pan-
tomime, easy languasge and the use of the blaokboa;d for
samples; and (L) pre-test exercises were provided.

Table XIX presents the results of this_Americasn School

Achievement Test as given to fifteen of the pupils. The

remaining eighteen pupils were not sufficilently advanced in
school work to make administering an achievement test to them
of any practical value.

One pupil ranked above fourth grade, two within third

grade, nine in second grade, and the three remaining pupils



TABLE XIX

GRADE SCURsS ON AMERICAN SCHOOL ACHIXVEMENT
TEST, PRINARY BATTERY II, A

T S T

Seores Number Per Cent
h;G - Lob 1 6;67
3.5 ~ 3.9 1 6.67
3.0 = 3.4 1 6.67
2.5 = 2.9 I 26.67
2.0 = 2.4 5 33.33

3 20.00

los o= 109

Total 15 100.01




58
fell witliin first grade. Slnce three years of preparatory
work precede the entrance inte first primary, it is to be
expected that eonsiderable retardation will exist. This is
unjversally true in the case of the congenitally deaf, who
arrive at school with absolutely no foundation language pat-
tern. Most studies have indicated that this educetional re-
tardation continues to widen 1n the upper grades; so that
generally it represents from three to five yezra, based on
chronologloal age. IXIn the case of puplls herein reported,
the retardation is somewhat greater than found in general.
Examination of I. Q.'8, however, sugsiests that this 1s to be
expeeted ip many of the cases. In a majority of the cases
the combination of data, such aslyears in school, mental
abllity and the handicap of deafness tend to support the con-

clusion that the pupils are doing work comparable to that in
the white department of the school.

Table XX was prepared to present all test ‘deta on a
single sheet for purposes of comparison. In this table the
pupils were ranked aecording to grade level, with alphabetical
listing within a particular grade. Approximate years in
school,; c¢hronologlical age, achievament grade scores, mental

ages on the two intelligence tests, and intelligence quotients

on the respective tests are shown. It should be noted that
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TABLE XX

RESULTS OF :ENTAL AND EDUCATIONAL TESTS

Years Chicago
in Grade P.-P. Non-V, P.-P. Chicago
Grade Pupll School C. A. Soore M. As M. A, Pe Q. I. Q.

Fifth l 8 21‘6 L.Z seoe 12'0 oo 0o 87
Fourth 2 9% l?“h 2.8 ceee 11-0 ecee 80
Fourth 3 10 17-2 302 XXX 11-0 XXX 80

Fourth h 9 16-9 3.5 ecee 13'5 ecoe 95

Third 5 8 14=7 17 1l-6 7-0 79 L0

Third 6 7 14=4 2.9 13-6 11-11 95 86

Third 7 7 14-3 2.8 12-6 7-8 87 57

Third 8 9- 15-6 2 14-6  11-7 9L 85

Second 9 7 13=5 2.4 15-6 11-11 116 88

Second 10 6 13-0 2.9 16-0 11-0 100 83

Second 11 A 14-6 2.3 9-6 8=3 66 5k

First 12 7 12'3 108 9‘6 eeo0e 77 L W)
First 13 7 lh-6 2.0 7-6 xXEX) 52 ccee
First 14 6- 13-4 1.9 14-0 cose 105 ceee
First 15 5 13-6 2oh 12-6 L O ) 93 ecee
Prep.B 16 5 lO-lO s0 e 11-6 eeo oo 106 eeece
Prep03 17 5% 11“6 eoe 10-6 eeeoe 92 seesece
Prep.B 18 5 l2-h XX 7-6 eoeo o 51 [N X
Prep.2 19 2 lO‘h eece 9-6 ceee 92 ecso e
Prep.2 20 k 16-5 eece 6-6 ecoe 50 XX
Prep.Z 21 3 lh‘? eee 11-6 eoeo e 79 ee oo
Prep.2 22 3 lh-h ceoe 9-6 eeece 60 XXX
Prep.2 23 h 12=10 ec e 6-6 seece 51 TXX)
Prep.2 Zh 35 10-5 eece 7-6 ecoeo 72 coeeo
Pl'ep.z 25 l 15-6 'XX) 13-6 eoo0o0 87 eoeoeo
PrepolA 26 l 11-6 e 6-6 CICC N ) 57 LN ]
PreleA 27 2 10-0 e e 10-0 ecece 100 seece
Prep.lA 28 é 12=10 ... 10-6 ceece 82 XXy
Prep.lA 29 2 13-2 seeo 7-6 ecece 56 eeee
Prep.lA 30 2 11~ eee 1l2-6 ecooe 109 sece
Prep.lA 31 2 7-6 ceo 8-6 sseoe 113 sesee
Prep.lE-BZ 1= 8-11 eoe 7-6 ecee 83 ecee
Prepqlc 33 é 8-7 00 6-6 eeeo o 76 oo O




TABLE XXI

L0SS OF ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND INTEL-
LIGIBLE SPEECH, COMBIWED EARS
1947-1948 PUPILS

Seores Pupils

No accurate test . . . . . 3

100% ~ 95% loss . . . .. 22
90% ~ 4% loss . . . . . IN

80F 1088 « 4 o o 0 o 4 o

66 1O0SS « o o o o o o o . 2

Total 33
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I. Q.'s on the Chicego Non-Verbal Test were derived from a

modified standard of scores provided in the mesnuel which
accompanies the test, rather than by the usual formula,
These quotients correspond more nearly with the Stendard-
Einet type. One score-~that of Fupill 5~-fell slightly be~-
low the table of norms provided, and was estimated st 40.
The test scores on the two mentsl tests suggest that

they do not test the same aspects of intelligence. They

alse indicate that the nopms on the Chiecago Kon-Verbal are

gonslderably steeper than those on the Pintner-Paterson.
The following are suggested as possible reasons for the dif-
ference: (1) better response to individusl type of technique,

(2) greater natursl faeility for the manipulative type of

test material; (3) more complex nature of the problem pre-
sented by the Ghiéago Non-Verbai test; and (4} lack of ex-
perience with the pencil-and-paper type of test, especial;y
in the interpretation of rather abstract types of symbols.
It should be noted, however, that when comparison is mede

of pupils taking both tests, on the basis of respective
ranks, significant correlation is indiceted. The writer be-
lieves that further study along thsse lines would be profit-
able. Since it has been universally recognized that non-
verbal ﬁests do not offer high vpredictive value for_academic
success, conclusions must be expressed with caution,»partiou-

larly where such a small number of ceses is involved. The
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information presented should cffer considerable help in
the study of tne pupils, and in their guidance in their
sehool program. This is notably true with those cases in
the high I. Q. renge. While it may be possible for pupils
to achieve less than actual Intelligence justifies, those
who achleve high ratings present s positive challenge to
the staff to strive for the best their potentialities nay

reach.

Hearing Survey

All of the pupils enrolled during the 1G47-1948
s8ession were given & he&aring teat. This testing was done
with the Maico D-5 (puretone) Audlometer. Hearing was
tested on the seven frequencies from 128 to and including
8192. Table XXI shows the hearing loss of puplls based
on the Ameriean ledical Assoociation's percentage Tigures

for the loss of intelligible speech.



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summery

During the 1947-1948 session there were thirty-three
pupils enrolled, and from the first session of the school
in 1881 through the 1947-1948 session a total of 362 Negro
pupils had been enrolled in the Tennessee School for the
Deaf, Congenital deafness ranked very high in the causes
listed for the deafness of the puplils enrolled during 1937-
1938. During the 1937-1948 period there were only two fami-
lies with more than one deaf member as represented by the
pupil enrollment. The majority of pupils enrolled during
1937-1948 lived 1n cities and were born 1in Tennessee.

The soclal and religious life of the puplls enrolled
during 1947-1948 was carried out through a well planned pro-
gram of Scouting, parties; educational and religious services,
trips to town and the like.

The teachers, considering the smsll number of special
sourses offered for Negro teachers of the deaf, have a good
professional record. The average pupil load per teacher dur-
ing 1947-1948 was eleven. In the classroom the teachers

spoke oraelly to the puplls, used writing, the manual alpha-
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bet and the cornventional sign language to a certain extent.
The grades of academio work offered for 1947-1948 ranged
from the first preparatory through the second year of in-
termediate.

The school is supported by the state and 1s free to
all children who by reason of deafness alone are qnable to
receive instruction in the regular public schoels. Parents
must provide clothing, transportation to and from school
and an incidental fee of $7.00 per year. All pupils board
at the school during the nine wmonth's term. Only children
between the ages of six and twenty-one years are eligible
to attend the school. The vocational courses offered at the
sehool are of a general nature and 1t seems that this 1s

largely the type of work which the puplls do after they

leave the school.

In the mental survey it was found that eighteen pu-

pils taking the Plntner- 'aBerson Test and thirteen pupils

taking the_Chicago Non-Verbal Tesi had I.Q.'s between 94 and
50, The achigvement test showed that the pupils tested were

ranked from l.5 to 4.0. The hearing losses showed that
twenty-six out of thirty pupils had hearing losses so great
as to prevent them from understanding intelligible speech.

No accurate test could be obtained from three cases.,
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Recommendations

l. While it was found that the system of records has
been greatly improved during the recent years, it seems that
additional records in keeping with the modern system of pupil
accounting might be developed.

2. It seems that special attention might be given to
an annual testing program with at least one member of the
staff to be thoroughly familiar with methods of administer-
ing and interpreting standardized tests.

3. Some program should be developed for publicizing
throughcut the state the school and its faeilities for educa-
tion, for discovering prospective pupils for the school. This
might be accomplished through (a) a field worker operating in_
the entire field--with both white and Negro deaf in Tennessee,
finding_prospective pupils, finding out about pupils’ bagk-
grounds, informing parents of how the sehool is trying to teach
their children and how they ocen help; or (b) meking necessary
contagts with such county agencies as public school officials,
county courts or welfare agencies.

4. It appears that a more thorough health examination
for all new pupils might be of value.

5. The school should continue to expand its acoustiec

or auricular program, since there is such a marked trend
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toward this method of educating the deaf.

6. There seema to be the need of an expanded and
well planned physicsgl educafiional program adapted to the size
of the school. It seems that mere indoor facilities for use
during bad weather might be of value.

7. It appeers that an expansion in the vocational
department with the addition of equipment--adequate supply
of hand tools, work benches and the like, and provision of

such power tools as might be justified by the number of
pupils and utility--might be of value.

8. Some program or study should be attempted along
the line of personality and social adjustment.

9. Placement of pupils in vocational courses sheuld

gollow modern practices in vocational guidance. All avall-
able facilities for placement and followup in ocgupations

should be used.
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