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ABSTRACT 

Des cript i on and ana l ys i s  o f  over 6 7 , 000 European art i fact s and 

abori ginal l y  mod i fi ed European art i fact s  from Chota-Tanasee (40MR 2 - 4 0MR6 2 )  

provides  a b as i s  for future stud i e s  o f  s imi l ar European art i facts from 

Overbi l l  Che rokee s i tes  in the Litt l e  Tennessee  Val l ey .  

Dated European art i fact s  provi ded a means t o  construct a chronol o gy 

of features and buri a l s . On l y  4 0  o f  1 086  features and two o f  1 1 4  buri al s 

were dated to  one o f  four periods o f  European economic  and p o l it ical  

influence . Thi rty features and one burial  date to  the Co l onial  period 

corroborat ing account s o f  Chot a- Tanasee's s i z e  and importance dur ing 

the mid -1 8th c entury .  Too few features  and bur i a l s  date  to  the 

Cont act , Revo lut i onary o f  Federal periods mak ing meaningful  comparis on 

o f  the period inventories impos s i b l e . The chrono l o gy mus t  b e  expanded 

to inc l ude data from other Overbi l l  Cherokee s ites . 

Acqu i s i t i on and use o f  European art i facts was cons idered within 

European funct i onal  c ontext s . Dens e  space and a s s o c i at i on analyses  

fai l ed t o  demonstrat e 1 8th- century European contexts for European 

art i facts at Chot a- Tanasee . Th is  suggests that features do not refl ect 

ac tivity areas or that mid-1 8th c entury Cherokee cul ture had not yet 

adopted such cont exts .  The d i fference of  art i fact dist ributi ons o f  

feature s a s s o c i at ed with e i ght house units  showed n o  pattern regard ing  

the use  or ac qui s it ion o f  European art i facts . Buria l s  as s o c i ated 

with the s e  house s  indicate that 8 9  percent of individuals  aged 1 2  ye ars 

and younger have grave goods whi l e  onl y  33 percent of individual s 1 3  and 

lll 
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o l der have grave goods .  Simi l ar European goods tend to  occur with the 

buri a l s  within e ach house .  

Comp ar in g  the Chot a-Tanasee European art i fact invent ory to those 

o f  1 8th century European frontier s ites  reveal s l it t l e  s imi l arity . 

Deve l oping an Abori g inal Front i er Art i fact Pat t ern wou l d  permit the 

comparis on of c ont act Indian s i t e s  as we l l  as their comp ari s on with 

1 8th century European front ier s it e s . 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCT I ON 

The Cherokee  towns o f  Chot a  and Tanas ee , recorded as 4 0MR2 and 

4 0 MR6 2 , are l oc at ed near the eastern edge of the Ridge and Val ley  

Province (Thornbury 1 965)  on  the  l e ft b ank o f  the  Lit t l e  Tennes s ee 

River in Monro e County , Tenn e s s e e  ( 3 5 °3 3 ' 18 "  north l at itude and 

84 °0 7 ' 5 7 "  we st l on gitude ) . The former tow11s occupy about 1 00 acres 

on the first and s econd t erraces oppo s i t e  Bacon Bend , a l arge meander 

in the rive r .  

Chot a  and Tanasee  are among a do z en ethnographica l ly or 

archaeol o g i cal l y  known 1 8 th c entury Overbi l l  Cherokee s it e s , most o f  

which are i n  the l ower hal f o f  the Lit t l e  Tennessee  River Va l l ey 

( F i gure 1 ) . The comb ined l ength o f  occupati on o f  the two towns span 

a l mos t  the ent i re 1 8th century . Although Tanas ee , his toric a l l y  

documented in 1 72 5 , i s  t h e  o lder  of  t h e  two adj ac ent towns , by 1 74 6  

Chot a was recogn i z ed a s  the Cherokee capitol  b y  most o f  the Cherokee 

as wel l as the Brit i sh ( Cockran 1 96 2 ) . Chota remained the most 

prominent Overbi l l  Cherokee town unt i l  the end of  the 1 8th century . 

The Cherokee nat ion occupied a uni que s t rategic  l o cat ion in the 

1 8 th century . Unt i l  the end o f  the French and Indi an War in 1 76 3 ,  

the Cherokee  acted as a buffer between the French and Br itish  southe rn 

Colonial  int eres t s . Dur ing this  t ime the Brit ish init iated t rade 

and dipl omat i c  re l at ions with the Cherokee  and in 1 75 7  cons t ructed 

Fort Loudoun about 7 mi l e s  d ownstream from Chota-Tanas ee . The fort was 

1 
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bui l t  t o  insure Cherokee fri endship by protect ing  them from the French­

a l l i ed Indian s . French e ffort s to  gain a Cheroke e  a l l i ance were almo s t  

total l y  unsuccess ful . After the Revo lut ionary War the Cherokee nat ion 

found it s e l f  on the southwestern front i er of  the Un i t ed Stat e s . Again 

attent ion was d i rected t oward the Cherokee in the form of  trade and 

the construct i on of the Te l l ico Bl ockhouse, near the ru ins of Fort 

Loudoun , in 1794 . Thus in the 18th c entury the Cherokee at Chota­

Tanasee h ad ac c e s s  to a st eady stream of goods des i gned for Ind i an 

t rad e . In  add i ti on , because  o f  their proximity t o  Ang l o - American outposts  

the Cherokee acquired numerous art i c l e s  not  normal l y  offered for trad e . 

Because  o f  the s i z e , l en gth o f  occupati on and hi stori c a l  import ance 

of Chota and its n ei ghboring t own of  Tanas ee , ext en s ive excavat ions 

were conduct ed at the s it e .  The excavat ions were conducted t o  answer 

bas i c  quest ions c oncerning 18th century Overh i l l  Cherokee  culture 

inc l uding Cherokee ori gins and the nature of Cherokee sub s i s t ence 

and s et t l ement patterns . The main goal o f  thes e  inve s t i gat i ons , 

however , was to gain an understanding o f  Cherokee accul turat ion . During 

6 fi e ld s easons over 67, 000  European art i fact s were recovered from the 

s i t e . Since the European art i fact s  are the mat erial  evidence of  European 

cul ture contact , a deta i l ed s tudy of  the s e  art i fact s i s  bas i c  to a ful l  

underst anding o f  Cherokee acculturat ion . TI1e purpose o f  this  study i s  

t o  describe and analyze the European art i fact s i n  order t o  provide a 

b a s i s  for Che rokee acculturat ion stud i es . 

The tota l art i fact inventory i s  described according to  a s ing l e  

format. With s l i ght mod i ficat ions this  format fo l l ows South ' s  ( 1 9 77) 
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us e of  arti fact groups devel oped from 1 8th century Ameri c an Col onial  

s i tes . In  add i ti on , the aborig inal l y  modifi ed art i fact s are described . 

The s e  art i fact s inc lude obj ects  manufactured from European material  

as well  as European manu factured obj ect s repaired or a l t ered by the 

Cherokee . 

Many European art i fact s are datab l e  and the s e  provide a means t o  

construct an internal  chronol o gy a t  Cho ta-Tanas ee . Trade invent or ies  

and ethno graphi c  sourc es d e fine four h i storic periods o f  po l it ic a l  

and economic import ance . The s e  are t h e  Cont act period ( 1 7 1 0 (?) - 1 74 5 ) , 

t he Co l onial  peri od ( 1 74 6- 1 7 74 ) , the Revolut i onary period ( 1 7 7 5 -1 7 9 3 )  

and t he Federal period ( 1 79 4 - 1 8 1 9 ) . Datab l e  art i fact s are used to  

d a t e  features and buria l s  to thes e  periods . The imp l ic at ion i s  that 

other Cherokee mat erial from thes e  cont exts can al s o  be dated . 

Part icularly during the Co l oni a l , Revolut ionary and Federal periods 

Cherokee culture adj usted in re sponse to European pol it ical  and economic 

in fl uence . Wh i l e  the European art i fact s  found at Chota-Tanasee indicate 

cul ture contact , the act ivities  in wh ich the art ifac t s  were used are 

one aspect of acculturat i on at the s it e. A d i stribut ional analys i s  

i s  u s e d  t o  ascert ain the degree to  wh ich the European art i fact s 

funct ioned in an 1 8th century Ang l o -American cont ext at Chota-Tana s ee .  

In  add i t i on hous eho l d  inventor i e s  are compared to  show whether there 

was d i fferent ial  acqui si t ion and us e of European art ifac ts at the s i t e .  

South ( 1 97 7 )  proposes Caro l ina and Front i er Art i fact Patterns t o  

e xp l ain cul tural behavior at 1 8th century Ang l o -American s i t e s .  As 

an int egral part of 1 8th century southern c o l onial  front ier and l ater 
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the American front ier , the Cherokee s it e s  shou l d  be  inc luded in any 

s t atement concerning the Front ier Art i fact Pattern. The Chota-Tanasee  

inventory i s  compared to South ' s  Front i er Art i fact Pattern to  det ermine 

its val idity for analy zin g  Overh i l l  Che rokee s it e s. 



CHAPTER I I  

H I STOR I CAL CONS I DERAT I ONS 

H i s t ory of Chota-Tanasee 

Records from the first half of the 18th c entury c oncerning the 

Overh i l l  Cherokee and the t owns o f  Chota and Tanasee are few and provide 

onl y  sketchy in format ion . In  17 2 5  Col one l George Chicken v i s it ed 

the Overh i l l  country and ment i oned travel ing to Tanasee (Wi l l iams 19 2 8 : 

9 9 ) . George Hunt er's 17 30  (Wi l l iams 19 3 7 : 8 9 )  map c l ear l y  shows the 

l ocation of Tanasee . Ne ither Chicken nor Hunter make any re ference to  

Chot a . Cho ta , however ,  i s  men tioned by James Adair  when he t raded 

in the Overh i l l country in 17 3 5  (Wi l l i ams 19 28 ) .  By the 174 0 ' s  Chot a ' s 

name i s  prominent in Overh i l l  p o l it ics  (Alden 1944 ;  Cockran 1962 ) and in 

174 6  Chot a  was import ant enough to  be  considered as the s it e  for a 

Bri t i s h  fort ( Cockran 196 2 : 2 0 ) . Both Chota and Tanasee appear on 

Mitche l l ' s  17 5 5  map ( Lewis and Kneberg 194 7 )  and on Timberl ake ' s  ac curate 

draft o f  the Overh i l l  Cherokee  country in 17 62  (Wi l l i ams 19 2 7 ) . 

The reason s for the rather sudden appearance o f  Chota adj ac ent 

t o  the we l l  e s t ab l i shed t own of Tanas e e  and its  rapid  accendancy t o  

primacy i n  Cherokee poli t i cs are open t o  specu l at i on . Mos t  writers 

fe e l  that the d i fference between Chot a  and Tana see  is  probab l y  more 

pol it ical  than geographic . It is s uggested that Ch ota was a sat e l l it e  

haml et and eventual l y  ecl ip s ed its  mother town i n  both s i z e  and 

importance (Fink l es t e in 194 0 ,  Gleeson 19 7 0 , Schroedl 19 75 ) . 

6 
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Gearing ( 195 8 )  specu l ates  that Chota ' s  r i s e  to po l it i c a l  power was 

the resu l t  of changes in Cheroke e  pol i t ical structure caused by British  

pres sure . The Brit ish want ed t o  deal with a s ingl e l e ader or spokesman 

for a l l  Cherok ee  in matters concerning t rade and d i p l omacy . The 

Cherokee had no such l eader . Moytoy o f  Te l l ico was appoint ed to this  

posit ion by the Bri t i sh in 17 30  (Cockran 196 2 ) , but aft er he died the 

posit i on was fi l l ed by Old Hop of Chot a and thereafter the l e adership 

remained at Chota . It  i s  int erest ing that Moytoy ' s  death in 174 1 

c l o s e l y  approximat es  the first historic reference s  to  Chota . 

Al though the l eaders o f  Chota had a hand in the dec i s ions l e ading 

t o  the Cherokee War of 17 5 9 - 17 6 1 ,  Chota's power appears to have remained 

strong a ft er the d e feat of the Cherokee by the Brit ish . In 1762 , when 

Lieutenant Henry Timberl ake was in the Overhi l l  country as a Brit ish 

emi s s ary he  dra ft ed a map whi ch shows Chota as a t OMl of about fi fty 

hous e s  and a t ownhouse , whi l e  Tanasee has on ly a do zen hou s e s  (Wi l l iams 

19 2 7 ) . 

After the Revo lut ionary War , in which the Overh i l l towns were 

burned by American force s  (Wi l l iams 1 944 ) , Chota  was v i s it ed by a 

Moravi an m i s s i onary , Brother Mart in Schnieder , in 178 3 .  Schnieder 

report s that Chota was a town o f  on l y  thirty houses  (Wi l l i ams 1 944:  2 5 6 ) . 

The Cherokee populat i on o f  the Overhi l l  area cont inued t o  decrease 

as whi t e  pres sure drove the Cherokee we st.  When �1orav ian mi ss ionar i e s  

vis ited Chota again i n  1 7 9 9  they found on ly s even houses inhabit ed b y  

women , chi l dren and one o l d  man (Wi l l iams 194 4 :  4 7 2 ) . In 18 19 the 

l and on wh ich Chota and Tanasee had stood was c eded by the Cherokee to  

t h e  Federa l government (Royce 18 99 ) . 



European Dip l omacy , Trade and 
the Overhil l Cherokee 

Durin g  the e ight eenth century t rade was the corne rstone of Eu ro -

Ame rican d ip l omat ic po l icy t oward the Overhil l Che roke e .  Rare ly was 

8 

there a Brit ish , French or later Ame rican negot iat ion with the Che rokee 

which did not ment ion t rade . Euro-Ame rican dip l omacy t oward the 

Overh il l Che rokee  c an be d ivided into four pe riods which re fl ect 

d is t inct changes in t radin g  pol icies . Th ese are the Cont act pe riod 

( 1 7 1 0 (?) - 1 74 5 ) , the Co l onial pe riod ( 1 746-1 7 7 5 ) , the Revolut ionary 

pe riod ( 1 7 76-1 7 9 3 )  and the Federal pe riod (1 794-1 8 1 9 ) . 

The Cont act period ( 1 7 1 0 (?) - 1 74 5 )  re pre s ent s the init ia l European-

Overhil l Cherokee cont act . During  the first hal f o f  the 1 8t h  century 

the Overhil l Cherokee were far enough removed from the sout he rn col onia l 

front ie r t o  b e  o f  l it t le int erest  to  the Europeans . Cont act with  and 

inte re s t  in the Cherokee cente red around  t rade , a profit ab l e  s ide l ine fo r 

the p l ant at ion owne rs of South Caro l ina and Virginia . In exchange for 

animal skins , which were in gre at demand in Great Bri t ain ,  the t raders 

p rovided t he Cherokee with a v ariety o f  dry goods and hardware . Of 

the p l ant ation t raders , Wil l iam Byrd of Vriginia was by far the most 

p rominent and ent erpris in g  ( Frank l in 1 9 3 2 ) . The Indian t rade of the 

Cont act period began as a s imp l e  bus iness  ente rp ris e .  Traders l e ading  

t rains o f  packhorses  woul d  l e ave the  p l antat ion warehouses  and t rave l 

from t own to  t own in Indian count ry t rading their goods for skins . 

Howeve r,  the Indian t rade became so  p rofit ab l e  durin g the Cont act pe riod 
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that a bitter rival ry deve l oped between the Virginia and South Caro l ina 

c o l onies  for the Overh i l l Cherokee t rade (Frank l in 1 93 2 ) . The Ind i an 

t rade , however , d i d  not remain the domain of  the p l antat ion owners or 

even the Co l onial  governments .  

During the Colonial  per iod ( 1 7 4 6-1 7 7 5 )  t rade bec ame an ever 

increas ing means by which the European powers cou l d  exert influence over 

the Indian s . The pol it ical  value of  the Overh i l l  trad e grew as Brit ish 

interests  expanded from the At l antic  coast west and French interests  

e xpanded from the  Mi s s i s s ippi River east . In 1 7 3 6  the South Caro l ina 

Gaz ette  reported  that : 

The Ind i an t rade i s  o f  the greatest importanc e to  the 
We l l fare of this province , not on l y  as it  affo rds  us  near 
on 5th p art o f  the Returns we make to  Great Brit a i n  . . 

But princ ipal l y  as i t  i s  the  Means by which we keep and 
maint ain the s evera l Nat i ons of the Indi ans surround ing 
thi s  Province in Amity and Friend ship with us,  and thereby 
prevent their fal l ing into the Interest of France of Spain . 
( Crane 1 9 2 8 : 1 1 5 )  

The Ind i an pol icy o f  Jame s G l en ,  governor o f  South Car o l ina from 

1 7 4 3  to 1 7 5 6 ,  p l aced Che rokee trad e square l y  in the rea l m  of dip l omacy . 

G l en was convinc ed that the key to  succ e s s  agains t French encrouchments 

from the east was a stab l e  al l iance with the pol i t ic a l l y  influent i a l  

and mil itari l y  potent �Jerh i l l  Cherokee  (Alden 1 944 : 3 2 ) . Gl en reached 

an agreement with the Cherokee  in 1 74 6  which inc luded a lucrat ive 

t rade pol  icy and provided for a Bri t i sh fort to  be  bui l t  in Overh i l l  

country i n  exchange for Che rokee l oyal ty and mi l it ary suppo rt . Al though 

t rad e remained somewhat erratic  and the Overhi l l  fo rt , Fort Loudoun , 

was not construct ed unt i l  1 75 7 , the French were never ab le  to  effectively  



1 0  

compete for a Cherokee al l iance after 1 746.  The French cou l d  never 

hope to match the price , quantity and qua l ity of the Eng l i sh trade 

good s . By the Co l on i al  period the Bri t ish had t rade agents l iving in 

al l maj or Cherokee towns ( !vlc Dowe l l  1 95 8 , 1 9 7 0) . Cockran ( 1 9 62 :  6) 

s t at e s  that by 1 7 5 0  deer hunting had become the maj or industry o f  the 

Ch erokee because  the Cherokee had become so dependent on European goods . 

The po l it i c al  power o f  the Bri t i sh trade during the Co l onial  

period wa s  demonstrated i n  the  Cheroke e war o f  1 7 5 9-1 7 60 . Cherokee ­

Brit i sh re l at ions h a d  dis inte grat ed be cause o f  broken t re at y  promi s e s  

o n  both s ides . Although t h e  Overh i l l  Cherokee  captured Fort Loudoun 

and were never de alt  a deci s ive mi l it ary de feat , their d ire need fo r 

trade goods forced them to  sue for peace . Aft er 1 761 Cheroke e -Br i t i sh 

re l at ions , under the direct ion o f  John Stuart , rema ined rel at ive ly 

s t ab l e  unt i l  1 7 7 5 . 

1he Revolut i onary period ( 1 7 76- 1 79 3 )  be gins with the outbreak o f  

the American Revolut ion. At the outbreak of the war the Cherokee were 

fervent l y  pro - British . When the Char l e s t on trade l i nes \vere severed by 

the Americ an forces , the Brit i sh supp l ied the Cherokee from Pensaco l a  t o  

the south . After s everal d e c i s ive de feats by the American mi l it i a ,  

including the burning o f  th e Overhi l l  towns , the Cherokee  sued for 

peace (Wi l l iams 1 944 ) . Trade records from the Revo lut ionary period 

are s carce.  I t  is  known , however , that there were American agent s as 

we l l  as Bri t ish agent s in the Overbi l l  Cherokee t owns (Wi l l i ams 1 944 : 

2 7 1 ) . Trade with e ither Ameri cans or Brit ish must have been sporad i c  at 

best  during the Revolut ionary period . 
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The construct i on of the Te l l ico Bl ockhouse in 17 94 in Overhi l l  

count ry marks the beginning o f  the Federal period (1794 -18 19 ) . Like 

the Briti sh , t rade became the cornerstone of Federal Indian po l icy . 

The Federal po l icy was des i gned t o  convert the Overbi l l  Cherokee from 

hunt ing and sus i stenc e farming to ful l -t ime farming ( Prucha 1962 : 2 13-

2 19) . Trade , g i ft s  and t echn i cal as s i st ance such as b l acksmithing and 

gunsmithin g  were provided t o  the Cherokee through the Bl ockhous e .  

By 180 7  the Cherokee popu l at i on in the Litt l e  Tennes s ee Va l l ey 

h ad dwind l ed t o  a po int that the b l ockhouse was c l o s ed and the garri son 

rees t ab l i shed on the Hiwas s e e  River (A . S . P . : 6 9 8 ) . By 18 19 a l l  Cherokee 

l ands a l on g  the Litt l e  Tennes s e e  River had been ceded to the Federal 

Government (Royce 18 9 9 ) . 

I t  i s  l ogical  that changes in dipl omacy during the four periods 

are reflect ed in the t rade re cords o f  the e i ghteenth century . There 

is at l east one substant i a l  t rade l i s t  e ach from the Contact , Co l onial  

and Federal periods . There are no t rade re cords from the Revolut ionary 

period . Quimby ( 1966 : 6 7 )  c aut ions that trade l i s t s  should  not be  

t hought o f  as being a comp l e t e  l i s t ing o f  a l l  avai l ab l e  goods traded at 

the t ime the l i s t  was pub l ished . Neverth e l es s ,  t he Cherok ee  t rade l i s t s  

do s e em t o  re fl ect Bri ti sh  and American dipl omacy i n  e ffect when the 

l i st s were pub l i shed . Tab l e  1 i s  a comp i l at ion o f  t rade goods by period . 

The t ab l e  was not taken from a s ing l e  do cument , but repres ents data 

from spe c i fi c  trade records as we l l  as general referenc e s  to  t he 

acqu is it ion o f  European art i fact s by the Overbi l l  Cherokee (McDowe l l  195 5 , 

195 8 ,  19 70; N . A . I . A . ) . 
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TAB LE 1 

GOODS TRADED TO THE CHEROKEE 

PER I OD 
I TEM CONTACT CO LON IAL REVOLUTIONARY FEDERAL 

DRY GOODS 

b l ankets  + + + 

cal ico 
cal imn i co 
cadd ice  
coat s + + + 

gart ering  + 

gird l e  + 

g l oves + 

hal f thicks + + 

handkerchi e fs + 

h ats + + 

hose + + 

l inen + 

mus l in + 

petti coat s  + 

ribbons + 

shaw l s  + + 

shirt s + + + 

shoes  + 

s t rouds + + 

HARDWARE 

axes + + + 

augers + 

b and s , s ilver arm + + 

b ands , s ilver wrist + + 

bas ins , p ewter + 

bead s , a l l  typ e s  + + + 

b e l l s , hawk + + 

be l l s , cow + 

b rid l e s + + 

brooches,  s i lver + + 

bul l et , l ead + + + 

butt ons , al l types + + 

cards , cot t on + + 

comb s , bone + + 

comb s , iron + 
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TAB LE 1 (cont inued ) 

PERIOD 
ITEM CONTACT COLON IAL REVOLUT I ONARY FEDERA L  

crupper + + 

e ar bobs , s i l ver + + 

fi l e s + 

fi l es , h andsaw + 

fi shhooks + 

fl int s , gun + + + 

giml ets  + 

gorget s ,  s i lver + + 

guns + + + 

gun l ocks + + 

guns , shot + 

h ammer + + 

h and s aw + + 

hoe , broad + + + 

hoe , grubbing + 

h o l sters , gun + 

j ugs , ceramic + 

kett l es , brass + + + 

knife , but cher + 

kn i fe , c l asp + + + 

l ead , b ar + 

mirrors + + 

nail s + + 

need l es + + 

p ad l o cks and hardware + + 

paint s + 

p ans , frying + + 

p ans , t in pudding + + 

p ist o l s  + + 

pots , t in + 

powder , gun + + + 

razors + 

rifle  + 

rope + 

s add l es , men ' s  + + 

s add l e s , women ' s  + + 

s c i s sors + + + 

s hot , lead + 

spoons , pewter  + + 

spoons , t in + 

spurs + + 

st irrup irons + + 

strike - a - l i ght + + 
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TAB LE 1 (cont inued ) 

PERIOD 
ITEM C ONTACT COLONIAL REVOLUT I ONARY FEDERAL 

sword + + 
t abl eware + 
t raps , be aver + + 
t raps , otter + 
t runks + + 
verrni 1 1  ion + + + 
whips , hors e + 

w i re , brass + 

FOOD , GOODS 

rum + + + 
s a l t  + + 
snuff + 
sugar + 

tobacco + + 

TOTAL ITEMS 24 68 64 



As might be expected the Cont act period t rad e l i s t s  i s  short and 

on l y  conta in s  such it ems as guns , ammun it ion , axes , hoe s , c l oth and 

1 5  

g l as s  bead s .  The l ack o f  var i ety o f  t rade goods during the Contact period 

may refl ect the l imited experience the Cherokee had with European material  

culture or the  desire of the  p l ant at ion t raders t o  introduc e and t rade 

e as i l y  transported and pro fit ab l e  it ems . Since the Cherokee  had no real 

p o l it ical  l everage at th is  t ime they probab l y  had l it t l e  cho ice but to 

t ake what was o ffered . For ins t ance , it ems such as fire arms and rum , 

which were in great demand by the Cherokee , were h e l d  back by the Brit ish 

for fear that the ir t rade would work against Co l onial  intere s t s  (Crane 

19 28 ) . 

By the Co l on i al period the invent ory o f  trade goods more than 

trip l e d .  Important add it i ons t o  the trade l is t s  inc lude s i l ver 

o rnaments , horse furniture , and construct ion t oo l s . The increased 

variety of trade goods is cert ainly due in part to the d e s i r e  o f  the 

Brit ish t o  gain a strong Cherokee a l l iance against the French. In 

addit i on the pre s ence of Fort Loudoun in Overhi l l  country mu st hav e  

introduc ed the Che rokee t o  a mu l t i  tude o f  European goods and a l s o  

provided a sourc e o f  t echn i c al  sk i l l  to repai r  many items. Furthermore ,  

the Colonial  period t rade record s report many instances in which 

l arge quant i t i es of goods were pre s ented to  the Cherokee as g i ft s  in 

return for their fri endship and mi l it ary as s i s t ance.  

Even though the t rade l i st  from the Federal period i s  no l onger 

than that of the Colonial  period there are import ant d i fferen ces between 

the two which re flect the re su lt  o f  changes in p o l icy toward the Cherokee . 
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The Federal po l i cy o f  accul turat ion i s  best exemp l i fi ed by the presence of  

t h e  cotton card o n  t rade l i s t s . Cotton agriculture was introduced 

to the Cherokee as part of an e ffort to convert them to fu l l -t ime 

farmers . Vari ous c onstruct i on too l s  and supp l i e s  on the Federal period 

l i sts  a l so ind i c ate that the Cherokee had acquired the t echn ical  

s k i l l s  t o  bui l d  European styl e s t ructures and to  make many items 

p revious l y  avai l ab l e  onl y  throu gh trad e .  

Exc avat ions at Chota-Tanasee 

The first archaeo lo gical  inve st igat i on at Chot a-Tanas ee was d i rected 

by Cyrus Thomas ( 18 94 )  in 18 8 9 . Thomas used Timb erl ak e ' s  1762 map 

(Wi l l iams 19 2 7 )  to l ocat e the s ite , but actual work was l imited to on ly 

a few test  pits  (Thomas 18 94 ) . No further work was d one at Chot a- Tanas ee 

unt i l  193 9  when Thomas Lewi s  and Madel ine Kneberg excavated Cherokee 

material  from the s i t e  to gain a comparat ive samp l e  for the i r  Ch icamauga 

Basin work . The 193 9  mat eri al  was analyzed but never pub l i shed. 

In 1967 work be gan on the Te l l ico Dam Proj ect by the Tenne s s ee 

Val l ey Authority .  Cons equent l y  an  archaeo logical  sal vage program was 

ini t i at ed in the Litt l e  Tennes s e e Val l ey by the Univers ity  of Tennes s ee.  

I n  1969 excavat i ons were st art ed at Chot a- Tanasee . Sma l l  crews returned 

to Chota-Tanasee from 197 0 - 19 7 3 . The maj or port i on of  the work centered 

in the vicinity o f  the t ownhous e ,  but e ffort a l s o  was d i rect ed at 

d i fferent i at in g  Chota and Tanasee . In  197 4  add i t i onal salvage 

operat ions were conducted at the s ite.  During the 1974  fie l d  season 

the p l owzone was machine stripped from four acres and the exposed 



fe atures , buria l s  and structures were excavat ed and recorded . In s i x  

field s eas ons , 1086  fe atures ,  11 4 bur i a l s  and 2 7  structures were 

1 7  

excavat ed and rec orded in a combined total  area o f  s i x  acre s . The 

cultural remains from Chota- Tanas ee , housed at the Fr ank H. Mc Clung 

�rus eum , Universi ty  o f  Tenne s s ee , repres ent one of  the l argest co l l ect i ons 

o f  Cherokee material  yet excavat ed in the Southeast . F i gure 2 i l lust rat es 

the excavations conducted at the s it e .  

Exc avat ions at the s it e  were conducted over a 3 5 -year p eriod . 

Cons equent l y ,  excavat ion and recovery techniques vary . Two of the more 

s evere prob l ems are the s it e  grid coord inate sys t em and the vari at ion 

in dat a recovery . Seven d i fferent grid coordinat e syst ems were 

empl oyed at one t ime or another at the s i t e .  As a resul t ,  there are 

conce ivab l y  as many as two or three archaeo l ogical  features in d i fferent 

l ocat ions with i dent i c al  coordinat e s . Techniques o f  data recovery 

range from no water screen in g ,  to sel ect ed screening , to tot al  screening 

of excavated s oi l . The se incons i s t encies  create many obst ac l es t o  

c onduct ing intra- s i t e  rese arch , p art i cu l arly with dist ribut i onal 

anal ys i s . 
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CHAPTER I I I  

THE ART I FACT I NVENTORY 

Re s e arch Methodo l o gy 

Fo l l owin g  the 1974 excavat ions at Chot a-Tanasee it was decided that 

a comp l et e  analy si s  o f  the European art i fact s should  be conducted . 

Prel iminary to  init iat ing the ana l ys i s  it was further decided that a l l 

material from Chota-Tanasee , beginning with the European mat erial , 

wou l d  be  computer coded. Thi s  was done to fac i l itate  the qu i ck and 

pract ical  data retrieval for such a l arge qu ant ity o f  art i fact s and 

t o  p ermit s t at i st ical  computations whi ch are d i fficul t or i mposs ibl e 

t o  perform without the us e o f  a computer . With the ana l ys i s  o f  

the total  Chota-Tanasee dat a  s amp l e  i n  mind , a d at a  format was deve l oped 

so that a l l  mat erial  from the s it e  cou l d  be systematic a l ly retrieved 

and s t at i s t ic a l l y  manipu l at ed . There are five provinence c l asses  for 

the h i storic  material  from Chota-Tanas ee ; features ,  buri al s ,  postmo l d s , 

p l ow zone excavat i on unit s and surface co l l ect ions . Of these , on l y  

features and burial s exhibit  con s i s t ent f i e l d  recovery because  o f  

changes i n  excavat ion strat e gy .  I n  ad dit ion , fe atures and burials  

cont ained almost al l the primari l y  depos ited European mat erial  

recovered . For this  reason , only art i fact s from features and burial s 

rece ived a grid coordinate l oc at ion in the comput er coding . 

In conduct ing the ana l ys i s  the goal s  were ( 1) the id ent i ficat ion 

of the Europe an art i fact s , ( 2 )  the ident i ficat ion of the ab ori ginal l y  

19 



20  

modi fi e d  European art i ficat s , and ( 3 )  i f  pos s ib l e ,  a s s i gn a dat e  

o r  range o f  date s  for the manufacture o r  t rade o f  thes e  art i fact s .  In 

most c ases , an art i fact was ident i fi ab l e ,  but rel at iv e l y  few art i fact s  

p roved t o  be  accurate l y  dat ab l e .  The fact that s o  few i ron art i fact s h ad 

been c l e aned and stab i l i z ed , prevented the d at in g  o f  knives and gunpart s 

and a variety o f  art i fact s  potent i a l l y  datab l e  by the ir maker ' s  mark. 

The gre atest obstac l e  to dating arti fact s ,  however ,  was the l ack of  

dating rese arch on many types o f  1 8th century European art i fact s .  

Art i fact i dent i ficat ion was based primar i l y  o n  pub l ished references . 

Noel Hume ( 19 70 )  and Stone ( 19 7 4 )  were the most u s e fu l  general s ourc es 

for id ent i fying European manufactured art ifact s .  Qu imby ( 1966)  and 

Good ( 1 9 7 2 )  proved usefu l  in iden t i fying aboriginal l y  mod i f i ed art i fact s .  

The European Art ifac t s  

Sixty- s even thousand e i ght hundred seventy-five (67 , 8 7 5 )  European 

manu factured art i facts were anal yzed from Chota-Tanas ee . Of t hi s  t ota l , 

6 1 , 78 0  art i fact s are g l a s s  beads whi l e  the remaining 6 , 095  art ifact s  

repres ent a variety o f  metal , g l as s  and bone object s .  

The art i facts are organ i z ed us ing Stan l ey South's c l as s i ficat ion 

format ( 19 7 7 :  9 5 - 9 6 ) , which i s  based upon art i fact groups devel oped 

from 1 8th century Co l onial -American s it e s . Thi s  scheme was used for 

organ i z at ional and comparat ive purpo ses  and is not intended to suggest 

that in a l l  cases the abori ginal funct ion for an obj ect was ident ical  

t o  the int ended European funct ion . 
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Each art i fact type at Chota- Tanasee is  ac comp anied b y  a description . 

The k ind o f  descr ipt ive treatment given a speci fic art i fact type d epends 

upon ( 1) the art i fact samp l e  in the type , ( 2 )  the s tat e o f  preservat ion , 

(3) avai l ab l e  infonnati on for spe c i fic ident i fi c at i on or dat ing , and 

(4 ) the hi storic or archaeo lo g ical  s i gn i fi cance of the art i fact type at 

Chota-Tanasee . 

The onl y  variat ion from South ' s  c l as s ificat ion i s  the creat ion o f  an 

art i fact group spec i fical l y  for t rade beads , in  the same manner that 

South s e gregat ed kao l in pipes , and the exc lus ion of faunal  and bot anical  

material  whi ch are not inc luded in this  s tudy . In addi t i on c ert ain 

art i fact c l as s e s  were not repre s ented at t he s i t e  and a few new c l a s s e s  

h a d  to be  add ed . Tab l e  2 summari zes  t h e  European art i fact s amp l e  found 

at Chot a-Tanasee  and a l so i l lustrat es  Sout h ' s c l as s i fication format . 

Kitchen Group 

The k itchen group inc lud e s  a wide variet y o f  i t ems wh ich wou l d  h ave 

been used in food preparat ion or it ems normal l y  found in a k i t chen 

conte xt . Kitchen group art i fact s have a dense and uni form d i s tribut ion 

over the ent i re s it e .  Kitchen -assoc i ated items are found on trade l i s t s  

throughout the occupat ion a t  Chota-Tanasee , but are more d ivers i f i ed 

on the t rade invent ories in the s econd hal f o f  the 18th century . 

Cerami cs 

In  recent years ceramic s  have become a val uabl e tool  for dat ing 

h i s t oric  European or cont act Ind i an archaeo logical  s i t e s  and at Chota­

Tanasee they proved to be extremely valuab l e  for this purpo s e .  Sinc e 



TAB LE 2 

A SUMMARY OF THE EUROPEAN ARTI FACTS F ROM CHOTA-TANAS EE 

Group 

Kit chen 

Arch itectural 

Furn iture 

Arms 

C l othing 

C l a s s  

Cerami cs 
Rum bot t l e  
Cas e bot t l e  
Pharmac eut ical  bot t l e  
Unident i fi ed bott l e  

glass  
G l assware 
Tabl eware 

Kitchenware 

Window g l a s s  
Nai l s  
Construct i on 

hardware 
Door lock part s  

Furniture 
hardware 

Lead bu l l et s ,  
shot , sprue 

Gunfl int s 
Gun part s 

Buck l e s  
Buttons 

Art i facts 

tab l e  kn ives 
spoons 
drinking cup 
sheet i ron 

c ont a iner 
brass  kett l e  

part s 

hinges 
stock l ock keys 
pad l ocks 

hinges 
uph o l s t ery tack 
drawer pul l s  

Quant ity  

2 9 1  
5 2 4  

6 
2 

1 3 8 
4 
2 
2 
1 

61 

66 

1 08 
3 62 

2 
7 
2 

3 
2 
2 

344 
2 5 5  
1 3 4  

1 3  
3 33 

2 2  



Gro up 

Cl othing 

Personal 

Gl ass Bead 

Tobacco P ipe 

Act ivit i e s  

TABLE 2 (cont inued ) 

C l ass  

S l eeve l inks 
Ornament a l  boss  
S ewing need l e s  
Awl 
Scissors 
St rai ght p ins 
Ba l e  s e a l s  

Coins 
Personal  it ems 

Const ruct ion too l s  

Farm too l s  
Toys 
Fi shing gear 
S t ub-st emmed 

pipes 
Stab l e  and barn 

Art i fact s 

met al l ic b eads 
spectac l e s  
mirrors 
arm l e t s  
finger rings 
earrings 
brooches 
gorget s 
comb 
st ra i ght raz ors 

i ron fi l e  
wedge 
chi s e l  
axe and hatchet 
hoes 
Jew ' s  h arp 
fi shhook 

b i t s  
spurs 
harne ss  buck l e  
harness  boss  
hors e shoe 
sadd l e  brac e 
stirrups  
be l l s  

Quant ity 

17 
2 

10 
7 

4 5  
5 1  

3 

2 
14 

1 
95  
12  
28  
27  
2 1  

2 
3 
7 

6 1 , 78 0  

8 0 2  

1 
1 
1 

4 0  
17 

4 
3 

1 
12 

3 
2 6  

2 
3 

13 
1 

2 9  

2 3  
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TABLE 2 (cont inued ) 

Group C lass  Art i fact s Quant ity 

Act ivit i es 
Misc e l l aneous 

hardware strike - a - l i ght 4 
kn ives 2 24 

Other brass  rod 2 
brass wire 177 
bras s sheet 7 18 
s i l ver wire 15 
s i l ver sheet 37 
sheet t in 2 
sheet p ewt er 1 
sheet iron 8 7 2  
iron wire 8 7  
bl acksmith s l ag 1 

Mi l it ary obj ects  sword s 1 2  
art i l l ery she l l s 6 
spont oon 1 

TOTAL 67 , 8 7 5  



i t  i s  reasonab l y  cert ain that ceramics  were not o ffered in the South 

Carol ina  and Virgin i a  Indi an trade ( s e e  Tab l e  1, page 12 ) and s ince 

Chota-Tanasee was too far removed from European c ivi l i an sett lements 
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t o  have procured a s i gn i ficant number b y  l ocal t rade o r  l oot ing , the 

onl y  source of European ceramics wou l d  have b e en Bri t i sh Fort Loudoun 

and the Federal inst al l at i on s  of the Te l l ico B l o ckhouse  and the Hiwas see  

Garris on . Th is  t ends to  be  corroborated by  the  fact that Europe an 

ceramic t ypes  found at Chota-Tanasee are archaeo l o gical l y  repre s ented 

at Fort Loudoun and the Te l l ico Bl ockhouse  ( Beverly  Bast i an , personal 

commun icat ion 197 7; Richard Po lhemus , personal  commun i c at i on 197 6) . Two 

ceramic  t ypes  found at Chota-Tana see , white s a lt g l az e d  st oneware and 

creamware , were found at both  Furopean s i tes . The s e  are att ribut ed 

to the Fort Loudoun occupat i on at Chota-Tanasee b ecause they are found 

exclus ive l y  in associat ion with other Fort Loudoun era art i fact s .  

Stan l ey South ' s  Ceramic  Dat ing Formula  ( 19 74 : 8 5 )  yie l ds a date 

o f  1764 . 20 for the Chota ceramics repre s ented at Fort Loudoun and 18 13 . 2 0 

for thos e repres ent ed at the Te llico B l ockhouse .  An invent ory o f  the 

cerami cs from Chot a-Tanasee  appears in Tab l e  3 .  

In addit ion , the distribut ion o f  the two group s  o f  cerami c s  

reflects t h e  hi storical account s o f  Chot a-Tanas e e ' s  popu l at ion and s ett l e ­

ment . Fort Loudoun era ceramics , depo s it ed at a t ime when Chota -Tanas ee  

h a d  a l arge popu l at ion and 5 2  hous es  were found in 28 pits spread over 

the ent ire s it e .  Onl y thre e p i t s  cont ained ceramics  o f  the Te l l ico 

B l ockhouse and Hiwas see Garri son e ra ,  when Chot a was reduced to  on l y  

a few hous e s . 



TABLE 3 

EUROPEAN CERAMI CS FOUND AT CHOTA-TANASEE 

Ceramic Type 

Overgl az e  ename l ed Chine s e  export 
porce l ain 

Canton porc el ain 
Alkal ine g l a z e d  st oneware 
Brown s a lt  g l az ed s toneware 
Tin ash glazed  stoneware 
��it e  s a l t  g l az ed stoneware 
Whi t e  s a l t  g l azed  stoneware 

( mo l ded)  
White  salt g l a z e d  st oneware 

(p l at e  sherd)  
Blue-gray west erwal d  
Bri t i sh b rown stoneware 
Tran s fe r  print ed pearlware 
Paint ed pearlware 
Undecorat e d  pear lware 
Po l ychrome pearlware 
Edged pearlware 
!v1ocha 
F ine cl ear l ead g l azed earthenware 
Cre amware 
Del ftware 
Coarse l e ad g l az ed earthenware 

Tot a l  

Quant i ty 

2 
3 
1 
2 
1 

3 3  

1 

1 
13 

4 
68  
24  
49  
16 
14 

3 
1 

2 7  
4 

24 

291 

Peri od 

Co l onial  
Federa l 
Co l on i al 
Co l onial  
Co l on i a  
Co l on i a l 

Co l onial  

Co l onial  
Co l onial  
Co l onial  
Federal 
Federal 
Federal 
Federal 
Federal 
Federal 
Co l onial  
Co l on i al 
Co l onial  
Co l onial  

and 
Fed eral 
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The wide di stribut i on o f  Fort Loudoun cerami c s  throughout the 

ent i re s i t e  sugge s t s  that most o f  the popul ace had e qual acc e s s  t o  

trade it ems and l ater to  the spoi l s  from the fort . 

2 7  

Based on the Fort Loudoun era cerami cs , Fe atures 1 1 ,  1 3 , 1 8 ,  5 2 , 

5 3 ,  60 , 8 2 ,  8 7 , 2 2 3 , 3 3 3 , 345 , 3 8 5 , 445  485 , 5 2 0 ,  61 5 ,  633 ,  646 ,  7 5 6 ,  

7 5 8  at 4 0MR2 , 7 ,  74 , 1 1 2 , and 1 5 2  at 4 0MR62 can be dated  to  the Co l onial  

period . Features 2 3 3 , 2 5 5 , and 379 at 4 0MR2 cont a ined Te l l i co 

Blockhouse-Hi awas see Garrison  era cerami cs and thus dat e t o  the 

Federal period . 

Wine or Rum Bot t l es 

Rum bott l e  fragment s  from Chot a-Tanasee t o t a l ed 5 24 body sherds , 

one comp l et e  bott l e  and two id ent i fi ab l e  bott l e  l ip fragment s .  

According to  Noe l llume ' s  ( 1 9 7 0 )  crit eri a , the bott l e , from Buri al  4 7 ,  

i s  dated t o  1 7 5 7  ( F i gure 3) . The bott l e  l ip fragments can b e  dat ed 

to ca . 1 72 5  and ca . 1 75 0  respect ive l y . The bott l e  l ip fragment dating 

t o  1 7 2 5  is from fe ature 202 at 4 0MR62 and the 1 75 0  l ip fragment was 

found in the p l owzone . 

Cas e Bot t l e  

On l y  s i x  c as e  bot t l e  sherds were recovered . 'Ini s fragment suggest s 

that the ma l l et shaped wine or rum bot t l e  was the on l y  type o f  g l a s s  

container u s e d  i n  t h e  rum t rade . 

Ph armaceuti c al  Bot t l e  

On l y  two fragment s o f  pharmaceut ical  bott l e s  were found at the s it e .  

Ne ither fragment had any markings o f  l et tering . 
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Figure 3. Rum Bottle. 
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Unident i fied Bott l e  G l ass  

E i ghty green and 59  cl ear gl ass  fragment s cou l d  not  b e  i dent i fi ed 

becaus e of  the ir ext reme ly smal l s i z e .  Most are probab l y  rum bot t l e  

fragment s and are thus inc luded i n  the Kitchen group . 

G l as sware 

St emware and Decanters 

Three fragment s of st emware were found at Chot a-Tanas ee . The s e  

are : one foot fragment from a firing g l ass , two wine g l ass  stem 

fragment s ,  and one floral d e s i gned wine glass body fragment . 

No g l asswar e  i s  ment ioned in the trade records , so  Fort Loudoun 

and t he Te l l ico B l ockhouse are the mos t  l ikely s ourc e s  for exot i c  it ems 

such as s t emware or wine decanters . Burial  4 7 , wh ich had a wine g l a s s  

s t e m  a s  a grave good dat e s  to  the Fort Loudoun era bas ed o n  a s i l ver 

brac e l et and a comp l et e  rum bott l e .  

Tab l eware 

Tab l e  Kn ives 

Two t ab l e  styl e knives were recovered from Chota-Tanas e e . Both 

had iron b l ades  with curved b l ade ends but one had a rounded b o l st er 

and the other h ad a straight bol ster with an oct agonal  bone hand l e  

( F i gure 4 ) . Both styles  dat e  to  the mid- 18th c entury . Sinc e t ab l e  

kn ives are not present o n  t rade l ists  ( s e e  Tab l e  1 ,  page 12 ) , both 

knives are l ik e l y  to have ori ginat ed at Fort Loudoun . 
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Figure 4 .  Selected Artifacts of the Kitchen and Architecture Groups. 
a. Table knife (iron). b. Hinge fineal (iron). c. Kettle lug (brass). 
d. Padlock (iron). 
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Spoons 

Two comp l et e ,  i dent i c al  pewt er spoons were recovered . Bot h are 

184 mm l ong . Spoons appear on Federal period t rade l i s t s , and spoons  

s imi l ar to the  ones recovered a t  Chot a-Tanas ee  have b e en rec overed at 

the Te l l ico Bl ockhouse (Richard Po lhemus , personal commun icati on 19 75 ) . 

One o f  the spoons oc curs in Feature 3 7 9  in as sociat ion with Federal 

period cerami c s . Thi s  tends t o  re inforce t he idea that spoons .were 

t rade d  on l y  in the Federal perio d . 

Kit chenware 

Drink ing Cup 

One poorly pres erved i ron drinking cup or t ankard was found w i t h  

Buri a l  10 . Burial  10 , wh ich i s  cert ainly t h e  grave o f  t h e  famous 

Che rokee l eader , Oc anas tot a ,  dat es  to  the Federal period ( King  and 

Ol inger 19 7 2 ) . 

Sheet I ron Containers 

Mo st sheet i ron i s  so  bad l y  corroded it was unident i fi ab l e  and as 

a result  p l aced under the general category o f  sheet i ron . I dent i fi ab l e  

specimens general ly are iron container rim fragment s .  There were 8 7 2  

unidenti fie d  sheet i ron fragment s and 6 1  ident i fiab l e  i ron cont ainer 

fragment s .  

Brass  Kett l e  Part s 

The re are 66 bras s kett l e  part s . These i tems include th irt een brass  

lug rivet s ,  nine b ras s ket t l e  lugs , twelve  p i eces  o f  iron b a i l  wire 
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and 4 4  sheet brass fragment s .  Although 7 6 2  pieces  o f  bras s sheet were 

recovered , onl y  44 have id ent i fyin g charact erist ic s . Ins cribed para l l e l  

l ines , ro l l ed kett l e  rim fragment s ,  and the att achment o f  a kett l e  lug or 

rivet were us ed to  ident i fy 44  sheet bras s p i eces  as kett l e  fragment s .  

Whi l e  the remaining 7 18 p i eces  o f  sheet brass have no such ident i fying 

attribute s , they were prob ab l y  sc avenged from kett l es . 

On ly one comp l ete  brass  k et t l e  came from the  s i t e  and it  is  a 

badly  crushed specimen from Feature 48 7 .  The recovery o f  s o  few comp l e t e  

or nearly comp l et e  brass kett l e s  ind icat es  that kett l e s  were much t oo 

import ant as  a source of sheet brass  to  d i scard int act .  

Prel iminary obs ervat i ons from Overhi l l  Cherokee  s i tes  suggest 

t hat brass  k ett l e  part s are common in early t o  midd l e  18th c entury 

conte xt s , but are rarely found in l ate  18th to early  19th century cont ext . 

Whi l e  kett l e  part s are common at the early towns o f  Chot a-Tanasee 

and Toqua , wh i ch were prob ab l y  occupied early 1n the 18th c entury , they 

are more rare at Tomot ley and Mi a l oquo , wh ich were p robab l y  sett led 

in the l at e  18th century (Gera l d  Schroedl  19 7 7 , personal commun i c at ion) . 

It is poss i b l e  that t inware became more popul ar or more re adil y avail abl e 

in the l at e  18th and earl y 19th century . 

Architectural Group 

Arch itectural mat eri al s first appe ar on t rad e l i sts  dur ing the 

C o l onial  period . Na i l s  and window g l as s  fragment s  are , by far , the 

most common art i fac t s  of the Archit ectural group at Chot a-Tanasee . 

Int erestingl y , window g l as s , a lthough p l ent i fu l , is  not found on any o f  



the t rade records . Perhaps g l as s  was procured from Fort Loudoun or 
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t h e  Tel l i co Bl ockhouse .  S ince  s et t l ement in format ion from Chota-Tanasee 

sugge s t s  the use o f  tradit iona l styles o f  hous ing throughout mo st of 

the o ccup at ion (Gera l d  Schroedl ,  personal communi cat i on 1 9 7 5 ) , the 

pre s enc e o f  nai l s  and window g l a s s  may suggest that the use  o f  some 

European const ruc t i on mat erial  may have preceded the use  of European 

structures .  

Window G l a s s  

One hundred e i ght fragment s o f  window g l as s  were recovered from 

Chota -Tanasee . The average th ickne s s  o f  the g l as s  i s  2 . 8  mm . Window 

g l as s  was d i st in�1i shed from mirror g l as s  bas ed on the abs ence of a 

s i lver backin g on the window g l ass . 

Nai l s  

Two typ e s  o f  nai l s  predominat e at Chota-Tanasee:  rose head and 

T head . Each typ e  was subdivided based  on s i z e c l as s e s  dev i s ed by 

South ( 1 9 6 0 )  (Tabl e 4 ) . Al l nai l s  were made from hand wrought i ron . 

Nai l s  were the most common construct ion mater i a l s  found and occurred 

in 8 9  re fuse fi l l ed pi ts , whi ch were spread fa irly even ly over the 

ent ire s it e .  Nai l s  first appear on trade inventories  durin g the 

Col onial  period . 

Cons t ruct i on Hardware 

Hinges 

A s in g l e  iron door hinge finial  was recovered (Figure 4 ,  page 3 0 ) . 

I t  i s  1 5 0  mm l ong . 
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TAB LE 4 

NAI LS FROM CHOTA-TANASEE  

Nai l Size  Ros e  Head r Head Unident ified 

Tacks (- 24mm) 4 9  

Smal l ( 2 5 - S lmm) 8 4  3 5  

Medium ( 5  l - 8 9mm) 1 34 6 7  

Spikes  ( 89 - mm) 1 4  3 

Total 2 8 1  1 05 56 



Door Lock Part s 

St ockl ock Keys 

Seven iron s t ockl ock keys averaging 78 . 33 mm l ong were recovered 

during the excavat i ons at Chot a-Tanasee . 

Padl ocks 
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Two purse  shaped sheet i ron p ad l ock fragments were recovered 

( F i gure 4 ,  page 3 0 ) . Pad l ocks and the ir assoc i ated  hardware are pres ent 

in the trade records  from about 1 75 0  on . 

Furniture Group 

On ly s ix examp l e s  o f  furniture hardware were recovered from the 

s i t e . Trunks appear in t rade l i s t s  from the s econd ha l f  o f  the 1 8 th 

century , but mo st excavat ed furni ture hardware appears to  be from sma l l  

wooden chest s and ches t - o f-drawers . Thes e  cou l d  have come from Fort 

Loudoun or the Te l l i co Blockhous e ,  or coul d have been the p roperty o f  

European traders l iv in g  a t  Chot a-Tanasee . 

Furniture Hardware 

Hinges 

Two p l ain and one decorated smal l brass  hinges were found . They 

are probab l y  from sma l l  wooden chest s . The comp l et e  p l a in hinge 

measures 20 by 30mm and the decorated hinge measures 24  by 3Smm 

( F i gure 5 ) . Each examp l e  has 4 screw ho les . In  addi t i on a poorly 

preserved iron hinge is  tent at ively ident i fied as a trunk l at ch h inge . 



Figure 5.  Selected Artifacts of the Furniture and Arms Groups. 
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a. Drawer pull (iron). b. Furniture hinge (brass). c. Pistol butt­
plate (brass). d. Gun sideplate (brass). e. Rifle buttplate (brass). 
f. Gun sideplate (brass). g. Gun trigger guard (brass). 
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Upho l s tery Tack 

A s i n g l e  brass upho l stery t ack with a smooth rounded head was 

re covered . Th i s  t ack l ik e l y  came from an uphol st ered t runk . 

Drawer Pul l s  

Two p l ain rectan gu l ar iron drawer pu l l s were excavat ed ( F i gure 5 ,  

p age 3 6 ) . 1nes e  appear t o  be  from a chest -of- drawers . Simi l ar 

e xamp l e s  were found at Fort Loudoun ( Beverly Bast ain , person a l  

communicat i on 1 9 7 7 ) . 

Arms Group 

Firearms and ammunit i on may have been the mo st import ant items 

t rade d .  Without guns the Indi ans cou l d  not hunt e fficient l y  enough 

to produce large quant it i e s  of needed skins to trade for European 

goods . On the other hand , the s t e ady supp ly o f  arms and ammun it ion 

as sured the Brit i sh colon i e s  that the Cheroke e  cou l d  de fend themse lves 

and s erve as an e ffect ive b arri er against the French and their Indian 

al l i e s . Firearms and ammunit i on are found throughout t he s it e ,  however , 

there are individual fe atures which have l arge numbers o f  gun part s 

and l ead bu l l et s . Firearms and ammunit ion were t raded throughout the 

ent ire occupat ion at Chot a- Tanas ee . 

Le ad Bul l et s , Shot and Sprue 

Of the 1 3 1  examp l es of l ead bu l l et s  and shot , 7 2  were measurab l e . 

The d iameter o f  l ead bul lets  c luster between 1 3  mm and 1 6  mm or . 5 07  to  

.624 c al iber , whi l e  the  maj ority o f  l e ad shot fal l s  between 3 mm and 

5 mm .  1nese d i amet ers are approximat e l y  the same range o f  bore s i z es  
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o f  t rade gun b arre l s  found a t  1 8th c entury Os age Ind i an s it e s  in 

Mis s ouri (Hami l t on 1 960 : 1 2 7 )  ( s e e  Tab l e  5 ) . Add i t i ona l l y ,  the 

Chot a-Tanasee samp l e  has a s imi l arity in bul l et diamet er s i z es to the  

1 8th c entury �li chi l imackinac and Guebert sites  (Good 1 9 7 2 : 1 4 9 ) . There 

are 2 1 3  p i eces of l e ad sprue and other scrap ind i c at ing bu l l et 

manufacture at Chot a-Tanasee . 

Gun fl ints 

The Chot a- Tanasee gunfl int ana l ys i s  i s  based on St one ' s  t ypo l o gy 

( 1 974 : 2 4 7 ) . Of the 2 5 5  Europe an gun fl int s found at Chota- Tanas ee , 

2 3 3  or 9 1  perc ent are of spa l l  t ype construc t i on , 2 2  or l e s s  than 9 

percent are French and on l y  2 or l e s s  than 1 percent are Eng l i sh .  The 

l arge number o f  spa l l  type  fl int s at Chot a-Tanasee compares favorab l y  

t o  Mich i l imacki nac where 86 percent o f  t he fl int s are spa l l type  

( St one 1 9 74 : 24 7 ) . 

In addit i on t o  the European manufactured fl ints there were 1 7  

fl ints made from l oc al chert . The se have a p i l l ow - l ike confi gurat ion 

formed by b i facial  fl akin g .  

Gunpart s 

One hun dred thirty four gunpart s o f  bras s ,  i ron and lead  were 

found . Gunpart ident i fi cat i on and t ermino logy i s  ba s ed on Pet erson 

( 1 95 6 ) . Bras s gunparts inc lude 1 5  tri gger guard fragment s ( F i gure 5 ,  

page 36) , 1 2  s i de p l at e  fragment s ( F i gure 5 ,  page 3 6 ) , 1 ri f l e  but t p l ate  

( F i gure 5 ,  pag e  3 6 ) , 2 pistol  buttp l at e s  (Figure 5 ,  page  3 6 ) , 1 1  

musket buttp l ate s , 2 rampipes and 5 escutcheon p l at e s . Iron gunpart s 
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TAB LE 5 

LEAD BU LLETS FROM CHOTA-TANAS EE 

Diameter (mm) Cal iber ( in . )  Quant ity 

9 . 5  . 3 7 0  1 
1 0 . 0  . 39 0  1 
1 0 . 0  . 4 09  
1 1.0 . 4 2 9  1 
l l . 5  . 4 4 8  
1 2 . 0  . 4 68  4 
1 2 . 5  . 4 8 7  
1 3.0 . 5 07  3 
1 3 . 5  . 5 26  5 
1 4 . 0  . 54 6  1 2  
1 4 . 5  . 5 65 5 
1 5 . 0  . 5 8 5  1 1  
1 5 . 5  . 604 4 
1 6 . 0  . 6 24  3 
1 6 . 5  . 64 3  
1 7 . 0  . 66 3  
1 7 . 5  . 68 2  
1 8 . 0  . 7 02  1 
1 8 . 5  . 7 2 1  
1 9 . 0  . 74 1  

Total  51  
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incl ude 1 2  hammers , 2 sears , 6 s crews , 1 trigger , 1 st rap l oop , 2 1  

flint l ock p l at e s  (includ e s  asso ciat ed part s ) , 1 0  mainsprings , 9 friz z ens , 

2 2  b arre l fragment s and 1 iron butt p l at e .  One l ea d  rear gunsight was 

al so recovere d .  Most gunpart s probab l y  are from l ight l y  constructed 

t rade guns . None of the bras s gunpart s h ad makers st amps and , 

unfortunat e l y ,  the iron gunpart s h ave not been c l e aned and s o  it was 

impos sib l e  to identify maker ' s  marks on these  specimens . 

C l othing Group 

Artic l e s  o f  c l othin g ,  including buck l es , s l eeve l inks and 

ornamental  bo ss  and it ems used in making and repairin g c l othing  

inc l uding s ewin g need l e s , awl s ,  straight pins , scissors and b a l e  

s e a l s  comprise a substantial part o f  al l 1 8th  c entury l ists  o f  goods 

t raded to the Cherokee . C l othing  rel ated it ems were recovered from 

a l l e xcavate d  areas of the s it e .  Unfortunat e l y  c l othing group it ems 

are not we l l  d ated . 

Buck l e s 

Many diffe rent kind s and styl e s  o f  buck l es were repres ented in 

the smal l buck l e  s amp l e  found at Chota -Tanasee . Stone ' s  ( 1 9 7 4 )  bu ck l e  

t ypo l o gy was u s ed t o  ident ify the buck l e  samp l e .  I n  general , buckl e  

t ypes are not we l l  dated .  

One smal l silver knee buckl e  was found in Feature 4 3 3 . Two 

ornament al  bras s buckl e s  were identified as shoe buc k l e s  ( Figure 6 ) . 

Ten specimens are b e l t  buckl e s  and b e l t  buck l e  fragment s .  Two o f  the 
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Figure 6 .  Selected Artifacts of the Clothing and Personal Groups. 
a. D-shaped belt buckl e (brass). b. Shoe buckle (brass). c. Shoe 
buckle (brass). d .  Type 1 0  button (brass, front). e. Type 1 0  button 
(brass, back). f .  Sleeve link half with glass set. g. Bale seal 
(lead). h .  British half penny. i. Bracelet (silver). j .  Bracelet 
(silver). k. E ar d angle (silver). 1 .  Ear dangle (silver). m. E ar 
d angle (silver). n. Brooch (silver). o. Brooch (silver). 



b e l t  buck l e s  resemb l e  "D" shaped bras s buckl es which Stone ( 1 974 : 34 )  

d e scribes as b e ing found in a French and Ind i an War- Revo lut ionary War 

cont e xt ( F i gure 6 ,  page 4 1 ) . 

Buttons 
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Button i denti fication at Chota-Tanasee i s  based on St an l ey South ' s  

typo l o gy ( 1 964 ) . With onl y  two except ions the 3 3 3  butt ons con form 

t o  South ' s  typ o l og y (Tab l e  6 ) . 

Type 1 buttons compri s ed 62 . 5  per cent o f  the s amp l e . Type 2 

butt ons  represent the se cond l arge st percent age , 1 2 . 6 .  Type 2 but t ons 

were c ommon l y  used  by the Brit ish and French mi l it ary prior to  1 768 

(South 1 964 ) and probab l y  re fl ect Colonial mi l itary act ivity in the 

Overh i l l  country during the 1 75 0 ' s  and 1 76 0 ' s .  Two t ype 10 buttons 

( F i gure 6 ,  page 4 1 )  are c l e ar l y  a French sty l e  mi l itary but t on in use  

around 1 75 0  (South 1 9 64) . 

Butt ons are l i sted as t rade goods  beginning in the Co l onial  period 

but buttons must have arrived at Chota-Tanasee during the Contact 

period as part s of coat s  and other tai l ored c l othing  traded to the 

Cheroke e . 

S l eeve Links 

There are 1 7  s l e eve l inks or s l eeve l ink part s from Chot a-Tanasee . 

Mo st s l e eve l i nks were constn1cted in one o f  three t e chniques described 

by South ( 1 964 ) . Three l ink s have a cast pewter back with a dr i l l ed 

eye ( Figure 6 ,  p age 4 1 ) . The face cons i s t s  o f  a g l a s s  s et . Nine l inks 

are one piece cast brass with a s o ldered iron eye . The face i s  usua l l y  



TAB LE 6 

BUTTONS F ROM CHOTA-TANASEE 

D i amet er (mm) 
Sout h ' s  Type Samp l e  Range Mean Descript ion/Comment s 

1 2 0 8  2 - 24  1 3  One p i e c e  c ast bras s b ack , dri l l ed eye , 
flux j o int ed ,  c ast  face 

2 4 2  1 2  - � 4 0  1 5  domed brass face with halves  braz ed 
t o gether , h o l e  for gas s e s , s o l dered 
b rass  w i re eye , French and Bri t i sh 
mi l it ary type prior t o  1 76 8  

3 2 - - fragment s on l y , emb o s s ed bras s face , 
crimped over bone or wooden b ack with 
four h o l e s  

4 1 1 6  - 1 6  1 6  emb o s s e d  brass face crimped over bone 
or wooden back with  one ho l e  

6 2 8  6 - 2 3  1 6  c ast  brass b ack w ith wire eye in p l ac e ,  
cast face , flux j oint ed 

7 3 7  1 0  - 2 7  2 2  brass d i s c , cast w ith eye i n  p l ace , 
spun back 

8 2 2 3  - 2 3  2 3  bras s d i s c , c ast  with  eye i n  p l ace , 
mo l d  s e am v i s ib l e  

9 2 2 5  - 4 4  3 5  bras s d i s c , s o l d ered eye 
+:>. 
V> 



South ' s  Type 

1 0  

1 1  

3 1  

n o  t ype 

TABLE 6 (cont inued )  

D i amet e r  (mm) 
Samp l e  Ran_ge lvle an DescriJ?t ion/ Comment s 

2 1 8  - 2 0  1 9  cast  domed d i s c , s o ldered "U" eye 
French mi l it ary sty l e  c a .  1 75 0  

2 1 9  - 1 9  1 9  c ast  whi t emet a l  d i s c , dri l l ed eye , 
mo l d  s e am v i s i b l e  

4 9 - 1 5  1 2  b ra s s  d i s c , spu n  b ack , dri l l e d  eye 

2 1 8  - 1 8  1 8  so l i d cast  pewt e r ,  dri l l ed eye 

"""' 
"""' 
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deco rated with a geometric o r  floral d e s i gn .  Four examp l e s  are one piece  

cast bras s with a dri l l ed eye . A s in g l e  oct agona l p i ece o f  sheet s i l ver 

be aring t he init i a l s  "WD" i s  probab l y  an emb o s s ed face of a bone or 

wood b acked s l eeve l ink . 

Ornamenta l  Bos s  

Two ornamental bos s e s  are construct ed from sh eet s i l ver .  They 

have raised c i rcu lar nodes in the cent er and ho l es for at t achment at 

each end . Both are l e s s  than 2 0  mm l on g  and 1 0  mm wide . 

Sewing Need l e s  

Ten i ron s ewing need l e s  were recovered . They range in l ength 

from 23 t o  4 2  mm . Needl es appear in the trade records at l e ast as 

e ar l y  a s  the C o l onial  per iod and cont inued to  b e  o ffered for t rade 

throu gh the Federal period . Conc e i vab ly  iron need l e s  woul d have been 

a popul ar t rade i t em because o f  the ir obvious advant age over bone 

needl e s , but their i ron const ruct i on may have reduced their  pres ervat ion 

in t he archaeological  record . 

Aw l s  

Seven European manufactured i ron awl s  were recovered from the 

s it e . The l ongest i s  1 30 . 0  mm , the sma l l est me asured 8 2 . 0  mm , and 

the  mean l ength i s  1 0 1 . 75 mm . Awl s ,  though probab l y  traded t o  the 

Cherokee , are not pres ent on the ava i l ab l e  t rad e l i s t s . St one ( 1 974 : 1 5 9 )  

report s that awl s  were a common i t em o f  the northe rn Indi an t rade . 
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Sci s s ors 

The s c i s s ors from Chota-Tanasee  are ident i fi ed and as s i gned to one 

of 5 t ypes b ased  on b l ade and haft attribut es and t ermin o l o gy set 

forth in Noe l  Hume ( 1 970 : 2 6 7 - 2 6 8 )  ( s e e  Tab l e  7 ) . Although no firm 

d ates  have been e s t ab l ished for s c i ss ors , the Chot a-Tanasee  examp l e s  

are , a s  expected , from t h e  1 8th century . Scis sors were o ffered for 

trade t hroughout the occupat i on of the s ite . 

Strai ght Pins 

Exc avat i ons at Chota- Tanasee  produced 51 brass  straight pins . 

Pins  do  not appe ar in the t rade records , however , they cou l d  have 

arrived at Chota- Tanasee as packin g  for c l othin g  or c loth . The 

average l en gth  o f  the straight pins i s  2 7 . 0  mm . 

Bal e  Seal s 

Thre e  l e ad b a l e s e a l s  were recovered from Chota-Tanas e e .  The s e  

probabl y  arrived as packaging around c l oth bund l e s  or other dry goods . 

" 30"  . 
One seal  i s  st amped -zz- ( F 1 gure 6 ,  page 4 1 ) . The pauc ity  o f  b a l e  

s e a l s  mi ght be  due t o  their u s e  in t h e  manufacture o f  l e ad bu l l et s . 

Personal  Group 

The Personal group subsumes a variety of art i fact s inc luding 

coin s , j ewe l ry ,  mirrors and comb s . Personal group i t ems occur in 

every excavat ed area o f  the s i t e  and are common l y  found as bur i a l  

good s . Al though many of the art i fact s o f  the Personal group are 

not p art i cul ar l y  dat ab l e ,  t rade s i l ver can be used as a general dat ing 
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TABLE 7 

S C I SSORS FROM CHOTA-TANASEE 

Type Samp le Average Length (mm) 

Narrow b l ade , stra i ght haft 6 1 8 0  

Narrow b l ad e , curved haft 2 1 6 5  

Narrow b l ad e , ornamental haft 2 9 0  

Broad b l ade , straight haft 4 1 7 0  

Broad b l ade , curved haft 2 1 65 

Unident i fi ed  fragment s 2 9  

TOTAL 45  
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t o o l  because i t  was not t raded be fore about 1 75 0  (Quimby 1 9 66 ) . 

Where there i s  a maker ' s  mark , however , s i lver can be  d ated  t o  the 

spe ci fic year of manufacture . Coins obv ious l y  are dat ab l e  t o  the 

spec i fi c  year of manufacture . Jesuit r ings although und at ab l e  indi cat e 

French cont act . 

Coins 

One comp l et e  coin and one coin fragment were recovered dur ing 

e xcavati ons . The comp l et e  c o in , from Feature 9 5  (4 0MR6 2 ) , is a 1 7 38 

George I I  hal f penny ind icat ing a Cont act period date for the feature 

(Figure 6 ,  page 4 1 ) . The coin fragment , recovered from Feature 5 2 0  

i s  a quart er sec ti on cut from a s i lver coin and perforated for use  

as a dang l e . I t  has no ident i fying marks , but i s  probab l y  Spanish 

based on the n ame Phi l ip which appears on the fragment . 

Personal I t ems 

Met al l ic Beads 

E l even cast brass  and three cast s i l ver ob long  beads were found . 

Al l were smal l er than 4 mm in l en gth and l e s s  than 3 mm in d i amet er . 

Spect ac l es 

A s in g l e  pair o f  t emp l e  spectac l e s  was found with Buri a l  1 0 . The 

l ense frame i s  1 2  mm in d i ameter and the lens are 24 mm in d i amet e r .  

The l ense were mount ed in bone or wood because they d o  not fit 

t he frame (Po lhemus 1 9 70 : 8 6 ) . 
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Mirrors 

Ninety- five hand m1rror fragments were recovered from Chota -Tanasee . 

Mirror fragment s were ident i fi ed from other flat g l a s s  by the  pre s ence 

of s i l ver b acking on the gl as s , thu s  it  is pos s ib l e  that mirror g l as s  

wh ich had l o s t  a l l  o f  i t s  b acking i s  counted as window g l as s .  The 

mirror g l a s s  ranges from 1 to  7 mm thick . 

Arml e t s  

Six  s i lver ,  five bras s ,  and one iron arml et and arm l et fragment s  

were found a t  Chota-Tan as e e . The arm l et s ,  re gard l e s s  o f  mat eri a l  

were o f  s imi l ar construct ion . The specimens had e ither 1 or 2 h o l e s  

punched at e ach end .  Several  have inci sed  l ines runn in g p ara l l e l  t o  

t h e  l ength o f  t h e  brace l et . One of  the five s i lver brace l et s  found 

w ith Buria l  4 7  had a dat ab l e  maker ' s  mark ( F i gure 6 ,  page 4 1 ) . It  was 

apparent l y  made in London in 1 758 (Wy l e r  1 93 7 ) . A s i lver brace l et 

fragment found in t he p l owzone at Area C of  4 0MR62 a l so has a 1 7 58 

make r ' s mark . 

F inger Rings 

Twent y - e i ght bras s and one t in finger rings were found at Chota­

Tanasee . Twe lve o f  the  brass  rings have either s in g l e  or mu l t ip l e  

mount s for g l a s s  s ett ings . In mos t  cas e s  the g l a s s  set s are m i s s ing . 

Six  faceted c o l ored g l a s s  s e t t ings were found s eparat e l y .  I n  addit ion 

a g l a s s  s i gnet rin g sett ing showing the profi l e  o f  a man in uni form 

was found . S even brass and one t inned i ron p l ain band styl e rings 

were recovered . Final l y ,  two brass  Jesuit styl e rings (Stone 1 974 : 1 2 8 )  
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most l ik e l y  o f  French origin , were found . One has a heart shaped face 

and the other specimen has a c i rcul ar face in scribed with I . H . S . , a 

cro s s  and three arrow- l ik e  l ines . 

Earrings 

Twenty-six  s i l ver earrings and one brass  earring were recovered 

during excavat ions at Chota- Tanasee . Th e specimens are con s t ruct ed 

from a w ire l oop s o l de red to  a sheet met al  bal l with a s ingl e sheet 

d an g l e  suspended from an att achment on the bal l . Thirt e en d ang l e s  

are t ear drop shaped (F i gure 6 ,  page 4 1 ) , three are conical  and one i s  

pyramidal . 'The re are 9 e arring fra gment s mis s ing  the dang l e . Ten 

of the c omp l e t e  examp le s  were buri a l  assoc iat ions . 

Brooches 

There were 2 1  cast met a l  brooche s ;  1 6  s i lver , 3 bra s s  and 2 pewt e r .  

Al l t h e  e xamp l e s  are c ircul ar except one "D" shaped s i lver brooch and 

one heart shaped s i lver brooch . The c i rcular brooches  ( F i gure 6 ,  page 

4 1 )  are uni form in const ruct ion and s i z e . The c i rcu l ar brooches 

average 22 mm in diamet e r  and the heart and " 0 "  shaped examp l e s  were 

the s ame general s iz e .  Ten o f  the b rooches were bur i a l accompaniment s .  

Gorget s 

One s i lver p l ated  bras s and one s i lver European manu factured gorget 

fragment s were found . The s i l ver p l at ed fragment i s  engraved with the 

Engl i sh Royal Escutcheon and was apparent ly  crimped over a h ard b ack in g .  

The s i l ver gorget fragment i s  emb o s s ed with the Brit i sh Royal Coat o f  

Arms (Polhemus 1 9 70 : 9 0 - 9 1 ) . 



Comb 

Three fragment ary examp l e s  of doub l e  ed ged , fine toothed bone 

comb s  were recovered . Thes e  were in common us e during the 1 8th 
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c entury and are present on trade l is t s  aft er about 1 75 0 .  S imi l ar comb s 

are i l lustrat ed by Stone ( 1 9 7 4 : 1 39 ) . 

Strai ght Raz ors 

Stra i ght razors appear in the trade records about 1 750  and 

cont inue to appe ar through the Federal period (see  Tab l e  1 ,  page 1 2 ) . 

Bas e d  on the s even examp l es  from Chota -Tanas ee , stra i ght raz ors never 

became popu l ar at the site . The average length  of the specimens is 

1 2 2  rnrn .  

G l a s s  Bead Group 

G l a s s  b e ads t o t aled 6 1 , 780  from the s ix fie l d  s easons at Chot a­

Tanas ee . Of the s e  3 1 , 2 2 6  are from bur i al s . The ana l ys i s  us ed here i s  

a s l i gh t l y  mod i fi ed vers ion o f  t h e  Kidd and Kidd ( 1 9 70 )  bead t ypo l ogy . 

In the analys i s  o f  the Cho ta-Tanasee sampl e  l e s s  emphas i s  was p l aced on 

subt l e  variat ions in bead shape  and color than by Kidd and Kidd . 

Some t)�es part icul arly in C l a s s  I I ,  for examp l e , grade from spherical  

t o  obl ong . Using Kidd and Kidd ' s  typo l o gy a new typ e  woul d b e  created 

for e ach of the s e  variat ions in form . The d i fferences in the Class  I I  

b e ads prob ab l y  r e f l e c t  d i fferences in c ra ft smanship rat her t han 

int en ded diffe rences  in form . For this  reason , many Chota-Tanasee 

b eads were c l as s i fied as a s ing l e  type  rather than a mu l t i tude o f  t ype s . 



Bead co l ors in the Chota -Tanasee  samp l e  also  tended t o  be  grouped . 

Many co l ors in the Kidd typol ogy are s o  s imi lar that d i fferences from 

be ad t o  bead are n e g l igib l e .  In many cases p at inat ion o r  s l i ght 

unint ent ional di fferences in gl ass  co l or used in manufacture are 

respon s ib l e  for sub t l e  c o l or d i fferences between beads . 

The beads recovered from Chota-Tanasee are l i s t ed in Tab l e  8 .  

The Kidd and K i dd type number i s  used where app l i cab l e .  E l s ewhere 

the c l a s s i fi cat i on is carried to the t ype  group on l y .  
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By far the most frequent l y  found beads are the I I a t ypes i n  the 

l e s s  than 2 rum and 2 -4 rum s i z e  groups , which are common ly t ermed s e ed 

beads . Seed beads tot aled  5 0 , 9 3 1  or 8 2 . 4  percent o f  the t ot a l  s amp l e . 

Int e re s t ingly , ��i t e , Lamp Bl ack and Robin ' Egg Blue seed b eads t o t a l ed 

3 6 , 6 06 or 7 1 . 8  percent o f  the s eed bead samp l e .  Lamp B l ack and V.� i t e  

are t he predominat e co lors among a l l  t ypes of  b ead s found at Chota­

Tanas ee . Prel iminary ana l y s i s  of  beads from Tomot l ey and Mi l aoquo 

sugge s t s  that b l ack and wh i t e  are a l s o  the predominat e c o l ors at these  

Cherokee  s it e s . Sinc e t rade records are incons i s t ent re gard ing bead 

col ors bein g  t raded , it i s  d i fficul t  to  t e l l  whether the l arge 

quant it ies  of certain styl e s  of b l ack and wh ite  beads are the re sult 

of Cherokee preferences or great er ava i l ab i l ity of those b e ads . 

Lit t l e  success has been ach i eved in est ab l i sh ing  b ead chrono l o gy 

in t he southeastern Un ited St at e s . An exception i s  the mu l t i l ayered 

chevron beads , Type I I I k .  Thes e  are common ly assoc i at ed with 1 7th 

c entury occupat ions (Quimby 1 96 6 ) . Two chevron beads were recovered 

from Chot a-Tanasee , which rai s e s  the po s s ib i l ity that chevron beads  may 



TABLE 8 

CHOTA-TANASEE TRADE BEADS 

Samp l e  S amEl e  by D i amet er (mm) 
Type Number G l as s  Co l or and G l a s s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I a 2 Lamp Bl ack 
639 Op aque 6 6 1 6  1 5  2 

I a 3 Light Gray 
1 8 7  C l ear 1 2 2  1 6 2 

I a 4 Oyster  Wh i t e  
1 C l e ar 

Trans luc ent - 1 8  

I a 5 Wh i t e  
6 8 5  Op aque 2 3 7 1  308  4 

2 0  Trans luc ent - 2 0  

I a Pal e B lu e  
4 Op aque - 4 
3 Tran s l uc ent - - - - 3 

I a Lemon Y e l l ow 
2 Opaque  - 2 
1 Tran s l uc ent - 1 

I a 7 Light Go l d  
1 Opaque 1 

U"l 
V-l 



TAB LE 8 (cont inued)  

Samp l e  
Type Numbe r  G l ass  Co l or and G l a s s  

I a 9 Bri t e  Mint Green 
2 C l e ar 

I a Li ght Aqua B lue  
2 C l e ar 

I a 3 Aqua B lue 
1 C l e ar 

I a 1 4  Rob in ' s  E gg B lu e  
1 2  Opaque 

4 Trans luc ent 

I a 1 5  Brit e B lue 
83 Cl e ar 

1 4 8  Trans lucent 

I a 1 6  Shadow B lue 
1 1  

I a Cerul e an B lue 
1 C l e ar 

I a Brit e  Dutch B l ue 
2 3  Opaque 

< 2 

-

-

-

-

-

5 
-

-

-

-

SamEl e  b y  D i ameter  (mm) 
2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  

2 

2 

2 

2 9 1 
2 2 

6 7  9 2 
5 3  9 3  2 

1 9 1 

1 

2 1 9  2 

> 1 0  

Ul 
.jO. 



TAB LE 8 (cont inued) 

Sampl e  S amEl e  by Diameter  (mm) 
Type Numbe r  G l ass  Co l o r  and  G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I a 1 9  Brite  Navy 
3 C l ear l 2 

5 4 0  Trans lucent - 5 4 0  

I a L i ght  Che rry Ros e  
l C l e ar l 

I a 2 1  Rose Wine 
3 C l e ar - 2 l 

I a Amethyst 
2 C l e ar - l l 

I a 2 2  Dark Ros e  Brown 
2 Tran s l uc ent - l - l 

Ib Light Gray with 
Wh i t e  Stripes 

l C l e ar - l 

I I a l Redwood 
l Opaque - - - l 
4 Trans luc ent 3 l 

I I  a Scar l et 
l C l e ar - - - l 

I I  a 7 Lamp B l ack (J1 
1 3085  Opaque 1 6 07  1 1 1 4 6  2 2 8  1 04 (J1 



TABLE 8 (cont inu e d )  

Samp l e  S amE l e  b y  Di amet er (mm) 
Type Numbe r  G l a s s  Co lor  and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I I  a 8 B l ack  
2 Opaque - - - 2 

I I  a 9 Light Gray 
393 C l ear 6 1  2 9 3  3 5  3 1 

I I  a 1 1  Oyster  Whi t e  
9 6  Trans lucent 6 8  2 0  2 6 

I I  a 1 3  Wh i t e  
2 3 701  Opaque 2 8 4 9  1 9 6 3 2  393  7 5 8  6 9  

I I  a 1 5  Wh i t e  
1 - - 1 

I I  a 1 6  Pal e Blue  
2 1  Opaque 6 1 2  1 1 1 

1 Trans lucent 1 
5 C l e ar 2 2 - - 1 

I I  a Lemon Y e l l ow 
34 Op aque 6 2 7  1 
2 5  Tran s l ucent - 2 5  

5 C l ear - 4 1 

I I  a 1 7  Li ght Gold  
24 Opaque 8 1 6  

4 Trans lucent 4 
Ul 

- - - - (]\ 

33  C l e ar 2 6  6 1 



TAB LE 8 (cont inued)  

Samp le  SamEl e  b y  D i amet er (rom) 
Typ e  Numbe r  G l a s s  Color  and G l a s s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I I  a 1 8  Amber 
1 Tran s luc ent - 1 
2 C l ear - 2 

I Ia 2 3  Bri t e  Mint Green 
1 4 0  Opaque 28  1 1 0 2 

2 3  Trans luc ent - 2 1  - 2 
2 1 3  C l ear 1 2 7  5 3  3 

I I  a 2 6  App l e  Green 
8 7  Opaque - 6 7  1 8  2 
6 9  Tran s lucent - 68  - 1 

I I  a 2 7  Emeral d  Green 
1 7  Opaque  - 1 7  

4 C l ear - - - - 1 

I I  a 2 8  Dark P a l m  Green 
37 Opaque - 37  

1 C l ear - - - - 1 

I I  a Teal  Green 
2 C l e ar - 2 

I I  a 3 2  Turquoi s e  
s Tran s l ucent - s 

Ul 
� 



TAB LE 8 (cont inued)  

Samp l e  SamEl e  by D i amet er (mm) 
Trye Number G l as s  Color  and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I I  a 3 3  Li ght Aqua B lue  
6 Opaque 1 4 1 

3 9  Trans luc ent 1 4  1 8  1 6 
1 5  C l e ar 1 1 3  1 

I I a 3 6  Aqua B l ue 
2 2 5  Opaque - 1 3  5 2 03 

1 3  Trans lucent - 1 3  
6 C l e ar - 6 

I I  a 4 0  Robin ' s  Egg  B l ue 
1 1 6 5 3  Op aque 1 1  9 7 3 4  6 2  1 84 5  1 

1 66 1  Trans 1 ucent 4 8 2  1 1 4 5  1 8  1 6  

I I  a 4 3  Bri t e  Blue 
5 7 3  Trans luc ent - 5 5 4  1 1  8 
908  C l e ar 1 8 5  7 0 0  3 2 0  

I I a 4 4  Cerul e an Blue 
8 8  Trans lucent 4 3  1 0  - 2 4  2 
65  C l ear 28  29  1 .., I 

I I  a Bri t e  Copen B lue  
(roun d )  5 Trans luc ent 1 4 

1 0 8  C l ear 9 9 6  2 1 

Ul 
00 



TABLE 8 (cont inued )  

Samp l e  SamEl e  b y  D i amet e r  (mm) 
Type Numbe r  Glass  Co lor  and Glass  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I I  a 4 6  Shadow Blue 
9 0 7  Opaque 2 8 6 1  3 4  1 0  

3 Tran s luc ent - 3 
1 C l e ar - - - 1 

I I  a Brit e Dutch Blue  
(round)  15  Tran s lucent - 1 5  

1 C l ear - 1 

I I  a 4 8  Dark Shadow Blue 
1 5  Trans lucent - 1 5  

I I  a 5 2  Ul t ramarine 
1 8  Trans lucent - 1 7  - 1 

7 C l ear - 2 1 4 

I I  a 5 5  Bri t e Navy 
5 6  Trans luc ent - 5 6  

1 8 6  Cl e ar 9 8  7 8  7 3 

I I  a D ark Navy 
(round )  35  C l ear  - 3 5  

I I  a 5 8  Li ght Cherry Ro s e  
36  Opaque - 35  1 

4 C l ear 3 1 

(J1 
!J) 



TAB LE 8 (cont inued)  

Samp l e  
Trpe Number G l a s s  Co lor  and G l as s  

I I a Amethyst 
(round)  4 Op aque 

1 1 4  Trans lucent 
7 0  C l e ar 

I I  a 6 1  Dark Ros e  Brown 
7 Tran s lucent 

3 1  C l ear 

I Ib Ova l  Lamp B l ack w ith  
Three Redwood St ripes 

2 Opaque 

I Ib 1 0  Lamp B l ack w i th 
Three Whi t e  Stripes 

,.., Opaque ... 

I I  1 2  Lamp Bl ack \vi th 
Four Whi t e  Stripes 

40  Opaque 

I Ib Lamp B l ack with  
F iv e  Whi t e  St ripe s 

5 Op aque 

< 2 

1 0  
3 6  
1 0  

-

2 

-

-

5 

-

S amEl e  b y  D i amet er (mm) 
2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  

4 
7 8  
5 8  2 

7 
24  

- 1 1 

2 

2 0  8 7 

- - 5 

> 1 0  

0\ 
0 



TAB LE 8 (cont inued)  

Samp l e  S amEl e  bl D i amet e r  (mm) 
Type Numb er G l a s s  Co lor  and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I Ib 1 4  Lamp B l ack with Three  
Group s  o f  Paired 
Whi t e  Strip e s  

1 1  Opaque - 1 1  

I Ib 1 8  Li ght Gray with 
Whi t e  Strip e s  ( 1 2 - 1 6 )  

2 0 7 9  C l e ar - 3 1 4  1 7 39 4 4  

I Ib 2 1  Ova l  Wh ite  with Three  
Redwood Stripes 

2 Op aque - - 1 1 

I Ib 2 6  Ova l White with  Four 
Brite Blue Strip e s  

9 Opaque - - 2 7 

I Ib 2 7  \fu ite  with Three Group s 
o f  Three Brit e Navy 
Stripes 

1 Opaque - - - 1 

I Ib 2 8  Ova l  \fu i te with Three 
Group s of Three  Bri t e  
B lue  Stripes 

3 - - - 2 

0\ 
,_.. 



TABLE 8 (cont inued) 

Samp l e  SamEl e  b y  D i amet er (mm) 
Type Numb er G l as s  Co l or and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I Ib 3 2  Wh ite  w i th Two Redwood 
and Two Bri t e  B l ue 
Alt ernating Stripes 

5 Opaque - 1 1 3 

I lb 3 3  Whi t e  with Thre e  Redwood 
and Three  Dark Palm 
Green Al t ernating 
Stripes 

1 5 2  Opaque - 1 5 2  

I lb 4 0  Whi t e  w i t h  Two Redwoo d , 
Brit e Navy and Two 
Dark Palm Gre en Stripes 

7 Opaque - - - 7 

I lb 4 3  ifuite  with S i x  Redwood 
and S i x  Brit e Blue 
Alt ernating Stripes 

1 0  Opaque - 8 2 

I lb Ova l  ifu i t e  with Three 
Redwood and Three Brit e  
Blue Alt ernating Stripes 

2 Opaque - - - 2 

0\ 
N 



TABLE 8 ( cont inued)  

Samp l e  S amrl e  b y  D i amet er (mm) 
Type Number G l a s s  Co l o r  and G l a s s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 

I Ib Ova l  Map l e  with S i x  
Whi t e  STripes 

2 Tran s l uc ent - - 1 1 

I Ib D ark P a l m  Green with 
Two Redwood Stripes 

1 Trans luc ent - - 1 

I Ib Teal  Green with  
Twelve  to  S i xt e en 
Wh i t e  St rip e s  

328  - - 3 2 8  

I Ib Turquoi s e  with Four 
Redwood Stripes 

1 Opaque - - - 1 

I Ib Dark Navy with Three  
Groups o f  Three  
White  Strip es 

2 Tran s l ucent - - - 2 

I Ib 7 1  Dark Navy with Two 
�nite , Two Redwood 
Al t ernat ing Stripes 

1 Tran s lucent - - - 1 

Q"\ 
(.N 



TAB LE 8 (continued)  

Samp l e  SamEl e  by D i amet er (mm) 
Trye Numb er G l ass Co l or and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I lbb Ova l  Whi t e  with Three 
Redwood Stripes Out -
l ined  b y  Bri t e  Blue 
Stripes 

14 Opaqu e - 3 - 1 1  

I lbb  1 3  Ova l  Whi t e  with Three 
Brit e B l ue Strip e s  
Out l ined With Redwood 

4 3  Opaque - 2 1 4 0  

I lbb  1 5  Ova l Wh i t e  with Three 
Lemon Y e l l ow Stripes  
Out l ined by Brite B lue 

1 Opaque - - - 1 

I lbb Ova l  White  with Three 
Brit e  B l ue Stripes 
Out l ined by Brite B l ue 
and Dark Palm Green 

3 Opaque - - - 2 1 

I lbb 2 5  Ova l  Rob in ' s  E g g  Blue  
with Three Whi t e  Stripe s  
Out l in e d  b y  Redwood 

3 Opaqu e  - - - 3 

0' 
+:-



TAB LE 8 (cont inue d )  

Samp l e  SamEl e  by D i amet er (mm) 
Typ e  Number G l as s  Color  and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

l ibb 2 7  Dark Navy with Thre e  
Redwood St ripes  
Out l ined by Whi t e  

5 Trans lucent - - - 5 

l ib '  3 Oval  Lamp B l ac k  with 
Three  Twi s t e d  Wh i t e  
St ripes 

5 Opaque - - - 5 

l ib '  6 Ova l  Whi t e  with  S i x  
Twi s t ed Redwood 
Stripe s  

1 1  Op aque - - 1 1 0  

l ib '  7 Ova l  Wh ite  with Three 
Groups o f  Three 
Tw isted  Bri t e  Navy 
Stripes 

2 1  Op aque - - 1 7  4 

l ib '  Ova l  Emera l d  Green 
with S i x  Twi s t ed 
Whi t e  Strip e s  

1 Trans lucent - - - 1 

0\ 
U1 



TABLE 8 (cont inued)  

S amp le  SamEl e  b y  D i amet er (mm) 
Type Number G l a s s  Co l or and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I lbb ' Ova l  Whi t e  with Three 
Redwood Stripes Ou�-
l ined by Bri t e  Navy 

1 Opaque - - - 1 

I I j  5 Lamp B l ack with 
Whi t e  Swir l  Inl ay 

2 3  Opaque - - - - 2 3  

I l j  5 Lamp B l ack with Lemon 
Ye l l ow Swir l s  

1 0  Op aque - - - - 1 0  

I I I a  1 Redwood , Ext erior Co l or 
App l e  Green , Int erior 

2 Opaque - 1 1 

I I I a 2 Redwood , Ext erior Co l or 
Whit e ,  Int erior Co lor  

4 Opaque - 2 - 2 

I I Ik Ext e rior in : Brite  
Blue , Wh ite , Redwood , 
Whi t e , Bri t e  Blue  

1 Opaque - - - - 1 

Q\ 
Q\ 



TAB LE 8 (cont inued)  

Samp l e  S amEl e  b y  Diameter (mrn) 
Type Numb er G l as s  Co l or and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

I I Ik Six - s ided , Ext erior in 
Redwood , Wh i t e , Red -
woo d ,  �n it e ,  App l e  
Gre en 

1 Opaque - - - - 1 

I I Ibb 3 Redwood Ext erior with  
Four B l ack Strip e s  
Out l ined i n  �ni t e , 
Lamp Bl ack Interior 

30  Opaque  1 2 0  5 4 

IVal Redwood Ext erior 
Lamp B l ack Interior 

54  Opaque - 36  1 6  2 

IVa 5 Redwood Ext erior 
App l e  Green Int erior 

1 2 5 8  Opaque 9 6  9 4 7  4 9  1 6 6  

IVb 4 Redwood Ext erior 
Lamp B l ack Core  
with Thre e Groups o f  
Wh ite  Stripes 

1 Opaque - 1 

Wib Lamp B l ack 
87  Opaque - - 1 5 1  35  0\ 

--J 



TABLE 8 (continued) 

Samp l e  SamEl e  by  Diameter  (mm) 

� Numb e r  G l as s  Co l or and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

W!b 1 Li ght Gray 
2 Opaqu e  - - - - 2 

1 0  Trans l uc ent - - - 1 9 
6 2  C l ear - - - 5 5 7  

W l b  2 Whi t e  
4 1  Opaque - 6 4 5 2 6  

8 Trans lucent - - - - 8 
2 7  C l e ar - 2 7  

Wlb  3 P a l e  Blue  
2 Opaque - - - - 2 

8 1  Tran s l uc ent - - - 2 7 9  
1 0  C l e ar - - 1 2 7 

Wlb  Lemon Y e l l ow 
5 Tran s l ucent - - - 1 4 

Wlb  6 Light Go l d  
3 9  Trans luc ent - - - - 3 9  

2 C l ear - - - - 2 

Wlb 7 Ambe r  
35  Tran s l ucent - - - - 3 5  

3 C l ear - - - 1 2 

Wlb  App l e  Green 
1 Trans lucent - - - - 1 ()"\ 

00 



TAB LE 8 (cont inued)  

Samp l e  SamEl e  b y  D i amet er (mm) 
Type Number G l ass  C o l or and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

Wl b  9 Dark Palm  Green 
1 C l e ar - - - - 1 

Wlb 1 0  Li ght Aqua B lue 
1 Trans luc ent - - - - 1 

Wib 1 1  Rob in ' s  Egg  Blue  
1 Opaque - - - - 1 

Wlb 1 2  Brite B l ue 
25  Tran s l uc ent - - - - 2 5  

Wi b  Shadow B lue 
1 C l ear - - - - 1 

\ll lb 1 5  U l tramarine 
1 Tran s l ucent - - - - 1 

Wlb 1 6  Bri t e  Navy 
3 Trans lucent - - - - 3 
1 C l ear - - - - 1 

W l c  Ova l  Li ght Gray 
2 2  Trans lucent - - - - 2 2  

4 C l ear - - - - 4 

W i c  Ova l  Vi'hit e 
1 1 4 2  Opaque - 4 4 1  694  7 - 0\ 

'-0 



TAB LE 8 (c ont inu ed) 

Samp l e  SamEl e  b y  D i ameter (mm) 
Type Numbe r  G l as s  Co lor  and G l a s s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

Wl c  Ova l  Oyster Whi t e  
2 2  Tran s l uc ent - - - - 2 2  

Wl c  2 Ova l  P a l e  B lue  
49 Tran s l ucent - - - 1 4 8  

Wl c  Ova l  Lemon Ye l l ow 
1 C l e ar - - - - 1 

W l c  Ova l  App l e  Green 
1 8  Trans lucent - - - - 1 8  

Wl c  9 Ova l  Aqua B lue 
1 Tran s l uc ent - - - - 1 

Wl c  Ova l  Rob in ' s  Egg Blue  
3 Op aque 2 1 
6 Trans luc ent - - - - 6 

Wl c  Ova l  Bri t e  B lue  
2 2  Opaque  - - - - 2 2  

1 Trans luc ent - - - - 1 

W l c  Ova l  Shadow B lu e  
1 Opaque - 1 

Wi c Ova l Li ght Cherry Ros e  
1 Opaque - - 1 - - '-l 

0 



TABLE 8 (cont inued)  

Samp l e  SamEl e  b y  Diameter (mm) 
Type Number  Glass  Co l or and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

Wid  Lemon Ye l l  ow  
2 Cl ear - - - - 2 

W i d  4 Amber 
1 C l ea r  - - - - 1 

W i d  Aqua Blue  
1 C l e ar - - - 1 

W i d  Brit e  B lue  
1 C l ear - - - - 1 

W I Ib Lemon Ye l l ow 
1 6  C l ear - - - - 1 6  

WI Ib  App l e  Green 
1 C l ear - - - - 1 

W I Ib Dark Palm  Green 
1 C l ear - - - - 1 

WI I c  Li ght Gray 
9 0  C l ear - - - 4 6  4 4  

W I I c  3 P a l e  B lue 
1 C l e ar - - - - 1 

\' H i e Lemon Ye l l ow ---1 
� 

6 C l e ar - - - 6 



TABLE 8 (continued)  

Samp le  SamEl e  b y  D i amet er (mm) 
.:!l:Te Number G l a s s  Co l or and G l a s s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

W I I c  4 Light Gold  
2 0  Tran s lucent - - - 2 0  

5 C l e ar - - - 3 2 

W I Ic  5 Amber 
1 2  Trans lucent - - - - 1 2  
3 3  C l ear - - - 5 28  

W I Ic  Dark P a l m  Green 
3 C l e ar - - - 3 

WI Ic  Robin Egg B lue  
1 C l e ar - - - - 1 

W i l e Brite B lue  
4 Trans lucent - - - - 4 

1 8  C l e ar - - - 3 1 5  

Wi le  Li ght Cherry Ro s e  
1 Opaque - - 1 

W i le  1 3  Amethyst 
7 C l e ar - - - 7 

WI I d  1 Li ght Gray 
2 C l e ar - - - 1 1 

Wi ld  3 Li ght Go l d  --J 
N 

2 C l e ar - - - - 2 



TAB LE 8 (continued ) 

Samp l e  Samp l e  by D iame t er (mm) 
Type Number G l as s  Co l or and G l as s  < 2 2 - 4 4 - 6 6 - 1 0  > 1 0  

W i l d  4 Amber 
2 C l ear - - - - 2 

Wi ld  App l e  Green 
3 C l ear - - - 1 2 

W i ld  Brit e  Blue 
1 C l e ar - - - 1 

W i l d  Ceru l e an B lue 
1 C l ear - - - - 1 

W I  I f  Pal e B lue  
1 C l ear  - - - - 1 

W I I I  Round Lamp B l ack 
with S i l ver Ove r l ay 

1 8 3  Opaque - - 1 8 3  

Wi l l  Oval  VJh i  t e  with Inl ay 
Brit e B lue  or Redwood 
F loral Des i gn Around 
Midsect i on 

77 Opaque - - 7 6  1 1 

W I I I  Ova l  Lamp B l ack with 
Gui l d  Flora l  Des i gn 
Around Mid s e c t i on '-.) 

V-l 
Opaque 
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have a l so been t raded in the 1 8th  century . The an alys i s  of beads  from 

Toqua , Tomot l ey ,  and �lialoquo w i l l cert ainly aid in the deve l opment 

of a bead chrono l ogy for the Overh i l l  Cherokee .  

Tobacco Pipe Group 

Kao l in pipes were t raded to the Cherokee throughout the 1 8th 

century and s amp l e  o f  this t rade was found at Chota -Tanasee . There are 

3 8 3  pipe s t em fragment s ,  3 8 1  pipebowl fragment s  and 3 8  st embowl j uncture 

fragment s .  Although pip e  fragment s are p l ent i ful , pipes b earin g 

maker ' s  marks or des i gns are rare . There are on l y  three bow l s  with 

maker ' s  marks and on ly three having decorated bow l s . Al l three 

init ia l ed  pipebow l s  have an " R . T . , "  whi l e the decorat ed bow l s  have 

floral des i gn s . Although the re is  no ind i cat i on from trade records , 

it  i s  pos s ib l e  that a pl ain pipe was manufactured spec i fical ly for 

the Indian trade . 

The p ipestem dat ing formu l ae deve l oped by Binford ( 1 9 7 2 )  and 

Hei ghton and De agan ( 1 9 7 2 )  were used t o  date the Chota- Tanas ee s amp l e . 

Although the val idity o f  p ipe stem dat ing t e chniques have been crit i ci z ed , 

they are accurate enough t o  b e  used within the cont ext o f  the four 

h is t oric peri ods estab l ished for the Overhi l l  Cherokee . Tab l e  9 

summarizes  the pipestem dat ing conducted on the Chota-Tanas ee  s amp l e .  

The pipestem dat e  for the ent ire s it e  i s  1 75 1 . 65 us ing the 

Bin ford formu l a  and 1 74 5 . 2 0 emp l oying the Heighton and Deagan formul a .  

Dividing the p ipestem samp l e according t o  geographi c  boundaries  

des i gnated on Timber l ake ' s  map (Wi l l i ams 1 9 2 7 ) , produces a Chota date 



Sub j ect 

Chota - Tanasee  

Chota 

Tanas ee  

Area C 

Fe ature 5 9 6  

TABLE 9 

KAO L I N  P I PESTEtvl DATES 

Sampl e�i z e  Bin ford Hei ght on- Deagan 

4 0 0  1 7 5 1 . 65 1 75 6 . 2 0 

3 5 9  1 7 5 1 . 85 1 7 5 7 . 2 3 

4 1  1 74 9 . 8 9 1 7 54 . 0  

1 1 2  1 75 0 . 3 1 1 7 5 4 . 62 

4 9  1 74 7 . 5 8 1 75 2 . 05 

'-I 
Ul 
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o f  1 75 1 . 8 5 by the  Bin ford formu l a  and 1 75 7 , 23 by Hei ghton and Deagan ' s  

formu l a ,  wh i l e  the Tanasee dat e s  are 1 74 9 . 89 and 1 75 4 . 0 ,  respect ive ly . 

Excavat ion Area C ,  the area cont aining the t ownhou s e s , dates  1 7 5 0 . 3 1 

by the Binfo rd calcu l at ion and 1 754 . 6 2  by the Heighton-Deagan formu l a .  

Onl y  one re fus e fi l l ed p it cont ained a suffi cient numbe r  o f  p ipest ems 

to be dated . Feature 5 9 6  dat e s  t o  1 74 7 . 5 8 by the Binford formul a  

and b y  the He i ghton - Deagan formul a  i t  dat es t o  1 7 5 2 . 05 .  

The s t ri king uni formity o f  the dates  mi ght be  a refl ect ion of  the 

l arge popul at ion at Chota-Tanasee during the Co l on i a l  period . Even 

though Tanasee may have been occupi ed much l onger than Chot a ,  the 

gre at er popu l at i on and resu l t ing  increas ed p ipestem depos i t i on durin g 

the midd l e  of the 1 8th century perhaps wou l d  have reduced the e ffect 

of  p ipe stems from an ear l i er and sma l l er Tanas e e  popu l at i on in 

c a l cu l at in g  the dates . 

Act ivit i e s  Group 

Al thou gh the act ivit i es  group in cludes a broad range o f  art i fact s 

many t ypes in South ' s  c l as s e s  are ab s ent or poorly represent e d .  For 

ins t anc e ,  c l asp knives and strike -a-l i ghts are the on l y  art i fact t ype s 

repres enting mi sce l l aneous hardware , a l arge and broad cat e gory .  No 

art i facts repres ent the st orage i t em c l as s  at Chota- Tanas ee . With 

t he exception of kn ives , hoes , axe heads and it ems in the st ab l e  and 

b arn c l ass  whi ch were normal ly traded , most o f  the remaining Act ivit ies  

Group art i fact s are the result  o f  spoi l s  from Fort Loudoun or trade 

from the Te l l i co Blo ckhous e .  



Cons t ruct i on Too l s  

I ron F i l e  

One iron fi l e  was recovered during the 1 930  excavat i ons . It i s  

rect an gul ar w i t h  a t apered t an g  and me asures 1 4 7  mm i n  l en gt h .  F i l es 

appear on t rade l i st s  during the Co l on i a l  and Federal periods ( s e e  

Tab l e  1 ,  page 1 2 ) . 

Wedge 

A sing l e  Europe an manu factured t apered iron wedge was found at 

Chot a-Tanasee . I t s  l ength i s  1 3 6 . 0  mm . 

Chi s e l  

One i ron chi s e l  was recovered from Chot a- Tanasee . It  i s  1 2 2  mm 

l on g .  The ch i s e l  as we l l  as the wedge may have been spo i l s  from 

Fort Loudoun . 

Axes  and Hat chet s 

There were forty axes and hat chet s recovered . Al l are t rade 

axe sty l e  having iron strap po l l  construct ion .  Of the comp l ete  

7 7  

examp l e s  the l argest i s  1 7 4 mm l ong , the smal l est  i s  9 0  mm l ong and the 

average l en gth is  1 34 mm . Al l show heavy us e wear . Axes  were first 

t raded during the Contact period and cont inue to be  traded through the 

Federal period . Al thou gh al l axes are st rap po l l  construct i on ,  there 

i s  a great dea l of variat i on in s i z e  and shape from axe to  axe . Thi s  

variab i l ity i s  prob ab l y  the re sul t of  des i gn pre ferences of  the individual 

b l acksmith . 
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Farm Too l s  

Hoes 

Two styl es  of agri cu ltural hoes were found at Chota-Tanas ee : the 

grubbing hoe and the broad hoe .  Noe l  Hume ( 1 9 70 : 2 7 5 )  indi c at e s  that 

the grubbin g hoe i s  main l y  a 1 7th century style  whi l e  the broad hoe was 

more p opu l ar in the 1 8th c entury . Thi s  view i s  corroborat ed in the  

South Caro l in a  t rade re cords . The grubbing hoe and the broad hoe are 

l i s t e d  for t rade in 1 7 1 6  (McDowe l l  1 955 : 1 04 ) , wh i l e  on l y  the broad 

hoe appears a fter thi s dat e .  As one mi ght exp ect from the dat e s , there 

are fi ft een broad hoes from Chota- Tanas ee  and on ly two grubbing hoes . 

Al l ho e s  recovered are e ither ext en s ively  worn or broken . Some show 

rep air by a b l acksmith to re inforce the j o int b etween the eye and the 

b l ade . Based on Noe l Hume ' s  obs ervati ons  and evidence from the South 

Caro l ina t rad e records concerning grubbing  hoes , Features 2 0 4  and 4 2 3  

are attributed t o  the Cont act period . (See Fi gure 7 . ) 

Jew ' s  Harp 

Four hand forged iron j ew ' s  harps were recovered from Chot a-Tanasee . 

The ir  average l en gth is 6 7  mm . The smal l number o f  j ew ' s  harps i s  

unusual because they are genera l l y  common at 1 8th century s it e s (Stone 

1 9 74 , Quimby 1 9 6 6 ) . 
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Figure 7. Hoes from C hota-Tanasee. a.  Broad hoe (iron). 
b. Grubbing hoe (iron). 



Fishing Gear 

Fi shhooks 

One iron and three bras s European made fi shhooks were recovered . 

Al l are barb l e s s  and strai ght shanked . Al l are fl att ened at the 

shank and to fac i l it ate  l ine att achment ( F i e l der 1 9 7 1 : 6 1 ) . There 

is no re cord of fishhooks on t rade l i st s be fore the Federal period . 

(See Tab l e  l ,  page 1 2 . )  The i ron examp l e , howeve r ,  was found in 

Feature 294 , wh ich i s  datab l e  to  the Co l onial  period by a Cohorn 

art i l l ery she l l .  Simi l ar iron fi shhooks were found at Fort Loudoun 

( Beverly Bas t i an personal communicat i on , 1 9 7 7 ) . 

Stub - st emmed Pipes 

A s in g l e  fragment o f  a green g l a z ed Morav i an effigy pipe was 

recovered . It probabl y  repres ents  vi s i t s  to Chota  by Moravi an 

mi s s ionari es  b eginning in the 1 7 8 0 ' s  (Wi l l iams 1 944 ) . Unfortunat e l y  

it i s  a surface find and cannot be  us ed for dat ing a spe c i fic feature . 

St ab l e  and Barn 

80  

With the  except i on o f  harne s s  buck l e s , horse furniture was 

concentrat ed in a few l arge refuse  p i t s  in the v i cinity of the t ownhous e .  

Fe ature 4 7 1 , for examp l e , had one bit , two hors e shoes , one spur , 

one spur buck l e  and one sadd l e  brace fragment . 

Al though the Cherokee probabl y  had hors es  dur ing the Contact 

period (Gi l bert 1 94 3 : 360) , horse  t ack does not appear on t rade l i sts  

unt i l  the  1 7 50 ' s  (McDowel l  1 9 5 8 ,  1 9 7 0 ) . Even when hors e t ack was 



8 1  

was final ly o ffered for t rad e , i t  may have been t oo expens ive to  ach ieve 

widespread use . Horse  furni ture , in general , cannot b e  accurat e ly 

dat e d .  

Bits  

Twe lve bri d l e  b it fragment s were recovered from Chot a-Tanas ee . 

E l even b i t s  are snaffle style  and one i s  a curb s t y l e  b i t . Both 

styl e s  are i l lustrat ed by Noe l  1-lume ( 1 9 7 0 : 24 1 ) . 

Spurs 

One iron and one bras s spur fragment s ( F i gure 8 )  and one b ras s spur 

buckl e  were found durin g the 1 9 74  excavat ions . The buckl e  and one o f  

the spur fragment s are both from Feature 4 7 1  and probab ly repre s ent a 

s ingl e spur.  

Harn e s s  Buckl e s 

Twenty s i x  s quare i ron harn e s s  buckl es  are the most frequent hors e 

furniture c l as s  i tems ( F i gure 8 ) . The average buckl e  s i ze i s  34 by 3 2  mm . 

There i s  evidence from Buri a l  1 0  that harnes s  buc k l e s  were used for 

c l o thing or equipment buckl e s  (Ol inger 1 9 7 0 : 1 09 - 1 1 0 ) . 

Harness  Bos s  

Two brass  harness  b o s s e s  were recovered . One has a pl ain face 

and the other has a concentric circ l e  des i gn .  The brass  t an gs with 

which the b o s s e s  were att ached t o  the harness l e ather are mi s s ing . 



Figure 8 .  Selected Artifacts of the Ac tivities Group. a . .  Spur 
(brass) . b. French clasp knife blade fragmen t (iron ) . c .  Harness 
buc kle (iron) . d. Clasp knife (iron) . e. Sword pommel (brass) . 
f .  Sc abbard clip (brass) . 

8 2  
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Hors e Shoe 

Three i ron horse shoes  were found during the excavat ions  at Chot a­

Tanas ee . Two spec imens corre spond t o  Noe l  Hume ' s  Type 5 and the third 

specimen i s  s imi l ar t o  h i s  Type 4 ( 1 970 : 2 3 8 ) . Both t ypes dat e to  

t h e  midd l e  o f  the  1 8th century . 

Saddl e  Brace 

I ron s ad d l e  brace fragment s t ot a l ed 13 for the s i x  fi e l d  seas ons 

at Chota -Tanasee . Only one n e ar l y  comp l et e  examp l e  was rec overed . 

The remain ing twe lve are extremely  fragmentary and b ad l y  corroded . 

Stirrups 

A s in g l e  iron sti rrup fra gment was recovered . It i s  t o o  fragment ary 

to be measured . 

Be l l s 

Two types o f  be l l s were found at Chota- Tanas ee : rumb l e r  b e l l s  

and farm be l l s .  The more frequen t l y  found t ype i s  the rumb l er o r  hawk 

b e l l  whi ch i s  repres ented by 2 7  examp l e s . Twe l v e  o f  the rumb ler b e l l s  

are grave accompaniment s .  Rumbl er b e l l s  are const ruct ed from either 

sheet or c as t  b ras s .  The l arger cast bras s b e l l s  measure 30- 4 0  mm 

in d i amet er , whi l e  the sma l l e r  sheet brass versions measure 1 0 - 2 0  mm 

in d i amete r .  Four o f  the l arger b e l l s  are init i a l ed "K . "  

On l y  two examp l es o f  the farm type  b e l l  were recovered . A comp l ete  

spec imen was  excavated  in  1 9 7 0  (Fielder  1 9 7 1 : 68 ) . 



Mis c e l l aneous Hardware 

St rike- a- Lights  

Only four st rike- a- l i ghts were found at Chota- Tanas e e .  I t  i s  

surpris ing that the strike - a- l i ght count i s  s o  l ow s ince they appear 

frequent ly on t rade l i sts at l east through the C o l onial  period . 

Knives 

84 

A wide range of kn i fe styl e s  was found at Chota-Tanas ee . Des cript ive 

t ermino l ogy is b as e d  on Peterson ( 1 9 5 8 ) . 

Sheath and c l asp knive s , both o f  whi ch appear ear l y  on the t rade 

l i s t s , were recovere d .  Estab l ishing a meaningful  typo logy for the 

art i fact s was impos s i b l e  b ecaus e : ( 1 )  many o f  the c l asps were in a 

c l osed  pos it i on making b l ade ident i fi cat i on di ffi cult and ( 2 )  many 

knives were represent ed by on l y  a b l ade or handl e  fragment . 

In general , most c l asp knives have wood or bone handl e s , a curved 

b o l st er and a rounded fin i a l . B l ad e  styles  inc lude spear , c l ipped , 

s l ant and b eak point s .  Most c l asp knives are 9 0 - 1 4 0  mm l on g .  There 

are , however , a few examp l e s  of pocket s i z e  c l asp kn i ve s . Th is  sma l l er 

style  kni fe i s  repres ent ed by two decorat ed bras s hand l e s  and one i ron 

b lade . A comp l et e  pocket s i z e d  kni fe woul d  have measured 5 0 - 60 mm 

l on g .  

There are 5 4  comp l et e  c l asp knives and c l asp kni fe b l ades  ( F i gure 8 ,  

page 8 2 ) . Al l except two cl asp knives appear t o  be  o f  Bri t i sh manu­

facture . Bas ed on b l ade styl e , the two except ion are probab l y  French 

( St one 1 974 : 2 6 3 - 2 7 5 )  (F i gure 8 ,  page 8 2 ) . C l asp knife part s include 2 1  

b acksprings and 66 b o l s t e r  l ining fragment s .  
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There are e i ght ident i fi ab l e  sheath kn ives and sheath kn i fe b l ades . 

Six  b l ades have rattai l  t angs and two are fu l ly t anged . 

Unident i fi ed kn i fe part s inc lude 73  b l ade fragments  and two bone 

han d l e  fragment s .  

Because  the Chota-Tanasee knives are unc l e aned , none c an be 

accurat e l y  dat ed . However ,  the d i s t inct ive styl ing o f  the French c l a sp 

knives and the cons i s tency with which c l asp knives appear in the t rad e 

records refl ect s trade by Brit i s h and French agent s at Chot a -Tanas ee . 

Onl y  two o f  54 (3 . 7 percent ) iden t i fi ab l e  c l asp kn ives at the s it e  are 

French manufacture . 

Other 

Bras s  Wire and Rod 

Brass wire is repre sented  by 1 7 7  examp l es with d iameters rang ing 

from 1 to 5 mm . Bras s wire was probab l y  traded to  the Cherokee in 

l arge quant i t i e s  as a raw mat erial  and was u s ed to construct hair 

p luckers , brac e l et s  and other i t ems . More k inds of  aborigin a l l y  

manu factured art i fact s are made from brass  wire than any other s in g l e  

mat eri al . 

Two speciment s with much thicker , 7 mm , cro s s  s e ct ions are ident i fi ed 

as brass rod . 

Sheet Brass  

Seven hundred e i ghteen pi eces  of  sheet brass  were re covered from 

Chot a-Tanase e .  These  sp ec imens cert ainly represent bras s kett l e  
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fragment s s ince ket t l es were the primary sourc e o f  sheet bras s .  The s e  

p i eces  of  sheet brass repre sent the waste  from the manu facture o f  

brac e l et s ,  t ink l ers and a variety o f  other obj ect s . 

S i l ver Wi re 

F i fteen p ieces  o f  s i lver wire were found . They average 1 . 0  mm 

in d i ameter . Like sheet s i l ver , they probab l y  repre s ent was te  from 

the rework ing of a European manu factured ob j ect such as earrings . 

Si l ver Sheet 

There were 3 7  p i eces of sheet s i lver recovered . These  had an 

average th ickn e s s  o f  0 . 2 2 mm . Sheet s i l ver i s  probab l y  wast e  from 

making orn ament s out of European manufactured obj ects such as gorget s 

and armlets . 

Sheet Tin 

Two smal l fragments of probab l e  sheet t in were found . One p i ece 

was  1 mm thick and the othe r 0 . 5 mm thick . 

Pewt e r  Sheet 

A s in g l e  fragment of poorl y  pres erved sheet pewter was excavat ed 

at Chota -Tana s e e . 

I ron Sheet 

There are 8 7 2  pi eces of un ident i fi ab l e  sheet i ron . Cert ainly the 

maj ority o f  specimens are from i ron kitchenware , a l though other sourc es 

such as horse  t ack and general hardware probab l y  contribut ed to the 

t ot a l . 
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I ron Wire 

The 87 p ieces  of i ron wire l ik e l y  repre s ent bras s and i ron kett l e  

b a l e  wire and rim reinforcement wire , The average d i amet er i s  2 . 38 mm . 

B l acksmith S l ag 

A smal l lump o f  probab l e  b l acksmith s l ag was recovered . During 

the s e cond hal f of the 1 8th cent ury there is  evidence that b l acksmith 

s ervices were provi ded by the Bri t i sh at Fort Loudoun and by the 

Ameri cans at the Te l l ico Bl ockhous e (McDowel l 1 9 5 8 , 1 9 7 0 ; Prucha 1 9 6 2 ) . 

It  i s  conceivab l e  that some of this  work was conducted at Chot a .  

Mi l it ary Obj ect s 

Swords 

Sword part s con s i st of four i ron sword b l ade fragments , one bra s s  

s cabb ard s l ip ( F i gure 8 ,  page 8 2 ) , four brass pomm e l s  ( Fi gure 8 ,  page 8 2 ) , 

two i ron hand guards , and one brass hand guard . Trade records indi c at e  

that swords were avai l ab l e  for t rade throughout t h e  occupat i on o f  the 

s i t e . Howeve r ,  the sc anty number of  obj ects recovered suggests  they were 

not p opul ar .  

Three o f  the pomme l s  are i n  the form o f  a Lion ' s  head (Figure 9 ) . 

Pet erson ( 1 9 5 6 : 2 7 2 )  i l lustrat es a s i mi l ar styl e pommel  and ident i fies  

it as an o fficer ' s  hunt ing sword . Simi l ar examp l e s  have been recovered 

from Fort Loudoun and the Ocoee s i t e . 

Art i l l ery She l l s  

Fragment s o f  s i x  ho l l ow ,  1 0 1  mm ( 4  in) , cast iron , cohorn mortar 

she l l s were found ( F i gure 9 ) . Timber l ake  report s that several of  the 



Figure 9 .  
pommel (brass). 

Selected Artifacts of the Military Class. a. Sword 
b. Cohorn mortar shell (iron). c. Spontoon (iron). 
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Fort Loudoun c annon were removed t o  Chota after the fa l l  o f  the fort 

(Wi l l iams 1 92 7 : 1 1 8 ) . It s e ems reasonab l e  that she l l s  for these 
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cannon were al so  taken t o  Chot a .  The re fuse fi l l e d  p i t s  containin g these  

she l l fragment s  then are dat ab l e  to  the  Co lonial  period . These are 

Features 1 28 ,  266 , 2 94 and 494 . 

Spontoon 

One i ron l anceo l ate  shaped spontoon (Fi gure 9 ,  p age 8 8 )  was found 

with Bur ial  5 5 . It  i s  o f  strap po l l  construc t i on and 5 3  mm at the widest 

po int of  the b l ade . 

Abori ginal ly Mod i fi ed European Art i fact s 

Abori ginal l y  reworked European manufactured goods are common at 

Chota- Tanasee . There are 36 3  such art i fac t s  from the s it e .  

The abori ginal l y  mod i fi ed  art i fact s are d ivided into four 

cat egorie s . First , there are those obj ects which were produced from 

worn out or d i sc ard ed Europe an arti fact s .  Examp l es o f  this  are gun 

b arre l s  used as chi s e l s  and met al  proj ect i l e  points  manufactured 

from brass ket t l e  sheet bras s .  The s econd group i s  composed of 

art i fact s made from Eu rope an mat erial spe c i fi c a l l y  traded for abori ginal 

manufacture . An examp l e  o f  this  group i s  the use  of  bras s wire for 

the manu facture of brace l et s , neckl aces  and need l es .  The th ird group 

cons i s t s  of European manu factured obj e cts wh ich are abori g in a l l y  

mod i fied by d ecorat i on but who se  func t i on remains the s ame . Abori ginal ly 

decorat ed Europe an made brac e l et s  exemp l i fy this  cat e gory . The 
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fourth group i s  composed o f  aboriginal ly repaired Europ ean obj ect s such 

as pat ched bras s kett l es . Tab l e  1 0  summari z e s  the abori gina l ly 

mod i fi ed European art i fact s  from Chot a- Tanas ee . 

Group 1 

Tink l ers 

There are 1 2 8  brass , 2 i ron , and 3 s i lver t ink l ers from the s it e . 

The brass t ink l ers (F i gure 1 0 )  average 2 3  mm in l ength and are constructed 

from sheet bras s averaging 0 . 73 mm in thickne s s . Qu imby ( 1 966)  

i l lust rat e s  the  use  o f  t ink l ers as c l othing ornament s .  

Ornament al  Cyl inders 

Sevent een cyl indrical bras s tubes  made from ro l l ed sheet bra s s  

(Fi gure 1 0 ) , showing evidence of  pres erve d h a i r  and leather , probab l y  

served as i t ems o f  personal adornment . The average l ength o f  the 

tubes is 79  mm and the average thickne s s  of the brass is 0 . 64 mm . 

Sheet Bras s  Brace l et s  

Sheet bras s was a l so used to  manufacture brac e l et s  and arml et s b y  

the Cherokee . Three d i fferent styles  of  cut sheet bras s brac e l et s  

were found a t  Cho ta-Tanas e e .  One i s  a simp l e  rectangu l ar p i ece o f  cut 

bras s bent int o a "C" shape . Thi s  style  is obv ious l y  a copy o f  the 

European brass  and s i lver t rade brace l et s .  The second type was made 

from a rect angu l ar p i ece of sheet bras s which was ro l l ed from both 

edges toward the midd l e  ( F i gure 1 0 ) . The third t ype  is s i mi l ar to the 

second except aft er being ro l led it was hammered flat . The re are three 



Group 

Group One 

Group Two 

Group Three 

Group Four 

TABLE 1 0  

ABORI G INALLY MOD I F I ED EUROPEAN ART I FACTS 

Art i fact s Quant ity 

Tink l ers 1 3 3  
Ornament al  cyl inders 1 7  
Sheet bras s brac e l et s  5 
Sheet s i lver ornament s 5 
Sheet s i l ver gorget s 2 
Co i l ed sheet s i l ver 1 
Proj ect i l e  point s 5 8  
Brass  stra i ght pin fi shhook 1 
Iron wire kett l e  hook 1 
Iron p l a t e  scrap in g too l 4 
Sheet iron col l ander 2 
Lead pendant 1 
Lead brooch - l ike  o rnament 5 
Sword b l ade sect ions  uti l i z ed as chi s e l s  3 
Gun barrel  sect ions ut i l i z ed as chi s e l s  6 
Sc issors hal f ut i l i z ed a s  kni fe 2 
C l asp kn i fe hand l e  ut i l i z ed as punch 1 
Hoe with axe b l ade in eye 1 
Kaol in pipest em b e ad 1 

Brass  wire "C" bracel ets  
Brass wire neckl ace 
Bra ss  wi re earrings 
Bras s wire hair plucker 
Brass  wire pins  and need l e s  

Mod i fi ed brass  buttons 
Mod i fi ed powd er charger 
Mod i fi ed b ras s brac e l et 

Repaired brass  sheet and bras s patches 
Reworked kao l in pipe  

TOTAL 

60  
2 
2 

1 2  
7 

6 
1 
1 

1 2  
1 3  

365 

9 1  
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Fi gure 1 0 .  Sel ected Abori gi nal l y  Modi fi ed Arti fac ts from Group 1 
and Group 2. a. Ti nkl er (bras s ). b. Ti nkl er (bras s) .  c .  Proj ec ti l e  
poi nt (bras s).  d .  Proj ecti l e  poi nt cons truc ted from gunp art (brass ). 
e .  Cas t  brooc h- l i ke orn aments (l ead). f .  Rol l ed s heet metal brac el et 
(bras s ). g. Coi l ed wi re hai r p l ucker (bras s ). h. Rol l ed ,  fl attened 
s heet metal bracelet (bras s).  i .  Wi re "C" bracel et (brass ). j .  Twi s ted 
wi re "C" bracel et (bras s ). k. Fl attened wi re "C" brac el et (brass ). 
1 .  Coi n  used as d angl e (s i lver). m .  Wire hai r pi n (bras s ). 



e xamp l e s  o f  the first type o f  brace l et and one each o f  the second and 

third . 

Sheet Brass  Cont ainer 
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A sma l l  cup- l ike  rectangu l ar sheet brass  cont ainer was found during 

the 1 9 70  excavat ions . I t  measures 74 mm lon g ,  64 mm wide , and 1 3  mm 

d e ep (Fiedler  1 9 70 : 67) . 

Sheet Si lver Ornaments 

F ive trian gu l ar sheet s i lver ornaments were recovered . Each has 

a s ingl e perforat i on for attachement . One examp l e  was cut from a thin 

s i l ve r  coin ( F igure 1 0 ,  page 9 2 ) . The s e  s i l ver ornament s  are different 

from brass proj ect i l e  point s in that the perforat ion i s  l ocated in the 

apex of the tri an g l e  rather than the c ent er  or the ba s e .  

Sheet Si lver Gorget s 

A sheet s i lver scal l oped gorget constructed from an embossed 

s i lver snu ff box fragment and a cruc i fix mad e from a Brit ish gor get were 

found . Both had ho l e s  for attachment . The gorget is roughl y  40  mm 

in d i amet er and the cruci fix measures 1 5  by 1 0  mm (Pol hemus 1 9 7 0 : 9 1 ) . 

Co i l ed Sheet S i l ver 

A s ingl e examp l e  o f  a c o i l ed sheet s i l ver strip , 5 mm wide , was 

found . It c ou l d  h ave po s s ib l y  b een wrapped around wood or l eather for 

u s e  as a decorat i on . 
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Proj e ct i l e  Po int s 

Trian gu l ar brass  proj e ct i l e  point s are one o f  the mo s t  frequent 

abori ginal l y  mod i fi ed arti fact s at Chot a-Tanasee ( F i gure 1 0 ,  page 9 2 ) . 

The s e  proj ect i l e  point s , cut from sheet bras s , are des cribed in detai l 

by Polhemus ( 1 9 7 0 : 8 2 -8 3 ) . The re are thirty-one proj ect i l e  point s with 

p erforat ions and twenty- s ix without perforat i ons . In addi t i on there i s  

one po int construct e d  from a bras s gun part ( F i gure 1 0 ,  page 9 2 ) . 

Tab l e  1 1  summar i z e s  the brass  proj ect i l e  point s .  

Brass Strai ght Pin  Fi shhook 

One examp l e  of a European manufactured straight pin b ent in the 

shap e  of  a fishhook was recovered at the s it e . 

I ron Wire Ket t l e  Hook 

A s in g l e  l en gth of " S "  shaped iron b a l e  wire , 1 4 7  mm l on g ,  probably  

funct ioned as a kett l e  hook ( F i gure 1 1 ) . Stone ( 1 9 74 : 1 9 0 )  i l lustrates 

s imi l ar examp l e s . 

I ron P l at e  Scraping Too l  

Four scrap ing to o ls  construct ed from a f l at rou ghly  rect angu l ar 

piece of i ron and sharpened on one edge was recovered ( F i gure 1 1 ) . The s e  

were probabl y  n s e d  in h i d e  scraping or wood working . 

Sheet Iron Cal l ander 

Two p i eces  of sheet iron randomly punched with ho l es of incon s i st ent 

d i ameter may represent co l l ander fragments . 
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TAB LE 1 1  

BRASS PROJECT I LE POI NTS 

Quantity Length Width Th ickne s s  
(mm) (mm) (mm) 

With Perforat ions 

Maximum 35 . 3 0 2 1 . 5 0 1 . 0  

Minimum 1 1 . 5 0 7 . 0  0 . 5 0 

Average 2 1 . 1 8  1 4 . 95 0 . 84 

Without Perforati ons 

Maximum 3 7 . 3 0  2 1 . 39 1 . 0  

Minimum 1 1 . 5 0 9 . 0  0 . 3 0 

Average 2 1 . 1 8 1 5 . 95 0 . 7 0 
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Figure 1 1 .  Sel ected Abo riginal ly Modified Artifacts fro m Gro up 1 .  
a. Wire kettl e hook (iro n) .  b. Scraping tool  (iron) . c. Punch made 
fro m cl asp knife handl e (bone, iron) . 
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Lead Pendant 

A s in g l e  examp l e  of a f l at t ened , perforated l ead bu l l et was found 

at Chot a-Tanas ee . This  obj ect probab l y  s erved as a pendant . 

Five l ead brooch- l ike ornament s ,  averaging 1 1  mm in d i ameter 

were recovered from the s it e .  

Lead Brooch-l i ke Ornament 

Thes e  obj ects are s imi l ar in styl e t o  s i lver and bras s t rade brooches 

except the tongue i s  an inte gral  part of  the body rathe r  than a s eparat e 

hinged piece  ( F i gure 1 0 ,  page 9 2 ) . The s e  ob j ect s were original l y  

p l ac ed i n  the European functional  cat e gory becaus e o f  the ir c on s i stent 

s i z e  and regu l ar appearance . However,  excavat ions at Toqua produc ed an 

abori ginal l y  manu factured l ime stone mo ld for cast ing such ornaments 

( Richard Po lhemu s , personal  communicat ion 1 9 76) . Addit ional l y ,  Good 

( 1 9 7 2 : 9 1 )  i l lustrates  s imi l ar stone mo l d s  from the Guebert s i te  in 

I l l inois . 

Sword B l ade Sec t i on s  Ut i l i z ed as 
Chi s e l s  

Sword b l ade s ect ions sharpened at one end and showing evidence o f  

b at tering at the other end probab l y  served a s  chi s el s .  Thre e  of  the 4 

sword b l ade fragments  found at Chota- Tanasee showed evidence o f  reus e .  

Gun Barrel  S ect i on s  Uti l i z ed as 
Chi s e l s  

Six o f  2 1  gun barre l sect ions were reused  a s  ch i s e l s . In  al l cases  

the smal ler  end o f  the barre l was  hammered c l o s ed to  form a bit  whi l e  

t he l ar ger end showed batt erin g .  
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Sci s s ors Ha l f  Uti l i z ed as Kn i fe 

Two s c i s sors hal ve s  showed evidence of s econd ary use as kn ives . 

On both specimens the cut t in g  edge i s  resharpened . 

C l asp Kn i fe Handl e Ut i l i z ed as Punch 

A s in g l e  examp l e  of a kni fe hand l e  and b ackspring reworked for use 

as a punch was recovered from Feature 4 1 6  ( F i gure 1 1 ,  page 96 ) . Approx i ­

mate l y  hal f the b one hand l e  was cut away expos ing the b ackspring . 

The exposed port ion o f  the b ackspring was then sharpened t o  a point . 

Ho e with Axe B l ad e  in Eye 

There is a s in g l e  occurrenc e of an axe b l ad e  inserted into the eye 

o f  a hoe with the hoe eye hammered together to secure the b lade . 

Kaol in Pipe s t em Bead 

One examp l e  o f  a kao l in pipestem beve led at both ends was recovered 

from the s it e . Thi s  reworked p ipestem was prob ab l y  ut i l i z ed as a bead . 

Group 2 

Bra s s  Wire " C" Brace l et s  

Three kinds o f  " C" styl e wire brac e l ets  were recovered from the 

s it e . The firs t styl e  is  s imp l y  a p i ece of wire formed into a "C"  

shape ( F i gure 1 0 ,  page 9 2 ) . The s econd styl e cons i s t s  o f  two p i ec e s  of 

wire twisted t ogether and bent int o a "C" shape ( F i gure 1 0 ,  page 9 2 ) . 

The th ird s tyl e i s  cons tructed from a s ingl e l ength of hammered wire 

bent into a "C" shape (F i gur e 1 0 ,  page 9 2 ) . Some examp l e s  of  the l atter  
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styl e have geometric des i gns inscribed on  the i r  faces . There are 4 1  

w ire brace l et s , 1 0  t wi st ed wire brace l et s  and 9 fl att en ed wire brac e l et s .  

Brass  Wire Neck l aces  

Two examp l e s  o f  brass  wire  neck l aces were found at the s it e .  They 

are construct ed from a s in g l e  l en gth of bras s wire . One was found 

around the neck o f  Burial 5 2 .  

Brass Wire Earrings 

Two s tyl e s  o f  brass earrings were recovered . The first style  i s  

a looped s i n g l e  strand o f  wire . The second styl e i s  constructed from 

t wo twisted wire s . There are two examp l e s  o f  e ach styl e .  The se 

art i fact s are des i gn at ed as e arrings  based on their occurrence  in the 

head region of Buri al  5 2 .  

Brass  Wire Hair P lucker 

Twe lve t i ght l y  c o i l ed l en gths of bras s wire , some having pi eces 

o f  the wood spind l e  st i l l  int act , are probab l e  hair p luckers ( F i gure 1 0 ,  

p age 9 2 ) . Simi l ar examp l e s  are i l lustrat ed by Qu imby ( 1 966 : 1 5 5 ) . 

Brass  Wire Pin s and Need l es 

Seven stra i ght l engths o f  brass  wire sharpened at one end and 

o ft en bent or l ooped at the o ther are probab l y  strai ght pins , sewing 

needl es , or awl s .  One examp l e  with a l arge c o i l  at one end coul d  have 

served as hair p in s  (Figure 1 0 , page 9 2 ) . 
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Group 3 

Modi fi ed Bra s s  Buttons 

Six examp l e s  of modi fied  bras s buttons were found . Five are 

Type 1 but tons (South 1 964 ) with the c ast bras s dome removed from the 

back and the s o l dered l ip fi l ed away . The s i xth specimen is a brass  

button or harne s s  boss  through whi ch a s econd hol e was  punched for 

apparent reuse as a but ton . 

Mod i fied Powder Charger 

An ant l er powder charger , of und et ermined manufacture ,  was 

recovered from Feature 4 4 3  ( F i gure 1 2 ) . The ins cribed eagl e and 

geometric  des i gns on the e xterior surface , however , are cert ain l y  an 

abori ginal mod i fi c at ion . 

Group 4 

Repaired Bra s s  Sheet and Brass  Patches 

There are seven examp l e s  of repaired brass  sheet and five s in g l e  

bras s pat ches ( F i gure 1 2 ) . The repair t e chniques cons i s t ed o f  cut t ing 

a st rip o f  sheet bras s and fo l d ing it into a "T" shape . Then the 

fol ded strip was insert e d  into the kett l e  and then fl attened by hammering . 

In some cases "T" shaped patches were a l so used t o  rivet a l arge sheet 

bras s patch . Good ( 1 97 2 : 1 68 )  i l lustrates  an examp l e  of a s imi l ar 

t echnique emp l oyed at Kaskaski a .  
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Figure 1 2 .  Sel ected Aboriginal l y  Modified Art ifact s from Group 3 
and G roup 4 .  a. Reworked bracel et (brass). b. Designed powder 
charger (ant l er). c. Ket t l e  pat ch (brass). d. Kett l e  pat ch (brass). 
e. Ket t l e  pat ch (brass). f. Reworked kaol in pipe. 
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Reworked Kao l in P ipe 

Thirt e en k ao l in broken pipestems are beve l ed at the fracture in 

order t o  add a repl acement s e ct ion , probab l y  cane , t o  the s t em ( F i gure 1 2 ,  

page 1 01 ) . Severa l  examp l e s  were st i l l  at tached to the pipe bowl . 

Modi fi ed Sheet Bras s  Brace l e t s  

In  add it i on to  the nat ive manu factured brac e l et s , there i s  one 

exampl e  of a Europe an brass  t rade brac e l et wh ich was scal l oped a l on g  

one s ide and the fac e inc i s ed with geometric d e s i gn s  ( F i gure 1 2 ,  page 

1 01 ) . 



as : 

CHAPTER I V  

D I SCUS S I ON 

Europe an Art i fact s and Acculturat i on 

The Social  Science Res e arch Coun c i l  in 1 9 36 de fined accu lturat i on 

Accu l turat ion comprehends thos e phenomena wh i ch result 
when group s o f  ind ividual s  come int o cont inuous first hand 
contact , with subsequent chan ges in the original cul ture 
patterns of either or both groups . (Redfie l d  et al . 1 9 3 6 : 
1 4 9 )  

Ral ph Linton ( 1 940)  and l at er Edwin Sp icer ( 1 96 1 )  exp anded and 

c l ar i fied this  definition . The ir maj or po int was that the two key 

component s o f  acculturat ion , cu lture c ont act and culture change , can 

occur in a mu lt i p l i c ity o f  forms . In a cont act s ituat ion , such var i ab l es 

as h i st ori c events and preexist ing cu ltural di fferences between the 

cultures corning into cont act c an fi gure into the integrat ion of  an 

art i fact or idea into the recipient cult ure . 

The app l i c at ion o f  acculturat ion theory has ach i eved on l y  moderat e  

success  when appl ied t o  archaeological  dat a .  Archaeo l o gists  have oft en 

simp l y  ident i fied and described the European art i fact s  from contact 

Indian s ites  o r ,  even wors e , equat ed t he ir acqui s it ion with 

accul turation without con s i dering the t ot al cu ltural context . Recent l y  

there have been att empt s t o  operat iona l i z e  accu l turat i on theory for 

us e in archae o l ogical  cont ext . 
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Quimby ( 1 966)  and l at er Whi t e  ( 1 9 7 5 )  deal with occurrence ,  

native modi ficat ion , and imi t at ion o f  European art i fact s at cont act 

s it e s . Both Qu imby and Wh it e ,  l ike Lint on and Sp i cer , indi cat e that 

new l y  acquired cu ltural e l ement s c an be incorporat e d  into a society 
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in a number o f  ways . ��i t e  suggests that the occurrence , nat ive 

modi fi c at ion and imit at ion of European art i fact s on histori c a l l y  docu­

ment ed s it e s , is a measure of accul turat ion .  Fitt ing ( 1 97 6 )  suggests  

t hat archae o l o g i s t s  must cons ider more than the  obvious funct ion o f  

Europe an trade i t ems when analyz ing t rade mat erial  from cont act Ind i an 

s it e s . For inst ance , a bras s ket t l e  mi ght have social  or re l i gious value 

in add it i on to  its obvious European value as a cookin g impl ement . 

Add it i onal impetus for Ind ian accul turat i on studies  in an 

archaeo l o gical  context have come from hi storic archaeol o gy .  Furthermore , 

South ( 1 9 7 7 )  and Stone ( 1 9 74 ) , among others , have d eve loped valuab l e  

methodo lo g i e s  wh i ch have produced impres s ive stud i e s  o f  h i s t oric s it e  

d at a .  Two import ant contribut ions are the deve l opment of  formu l ae 

t o  derive dates  from kaol in pipestems and from Europe an ceramics . The 

use o f  art i fact patterns for defining act ivity areas within s i t es and to  

d e fine types o f  hi storic s ites  are import ant n ew deve l opment s .  

A descript ive analy s i s  o f  trade it ems , al thou gh integral t o  

an acculturat i on study , does not const itute such a st udy . A comp l e t e  

accul turat i on anal ys i s  must cons ider the impact of t rade goods o n  the 

manu facture and us e o f  the preex i s t ing  materia l cu lture such as cerami cs 

and l ithics . Such an analys i s  mu st a l s o  cons ider the e ffect of tr ade 

on s oc i al ins t i tut i ons and s ett l ement patterns . 



At Cho ta- Tanasee a l l  the prerequ i s ites  for a comp l e t e  study o f  

Ove rh i l l  Cherokee  accul turation are avai l ab l e  i n  the archae o l o gi c a l  

dat a .  There i s  a l arge s amp l e  o f  cul tural mat e r i a l  from a 1 0 0  year 

l O S  

peri o d .  When t h i s  1 00 year period i s  p l aced in the matrix  o f  the 1 8th 

century Americ an frontier , cu ltural alt ernatives in the comp l ex proces s 

of  acculturat ion can be  s e gregat ed . For ins t ance , the four periods 

o f  Cherokee- European re l at i ons  c an be considered as periods of d i rect e d  

and nond i rected contact . The Contact period represents a period o f  

nondi rected cont act whi l e  the Col oni a l , Revo lut ionary and Federal 

periods represent periods of d i rected culture cont act . 

Prerequ i s i t e  t o  formu l at ing  a mod e l  of  Overhi l l  Cherokee 

accul turat ion at Chota- Tanasee  is  the deve l opment o f  an int ras i te 

chrono l ogy and d i st r ibut iona l ana l ys e s  o f  the European art i fact s .  

Dat e d  Europe an art i fact s  provide a bas i s  for creat ing a h i s t orical l y  

b a s e d  chronol o gy o f  features and buri al s .  D i s tribut ional stud i e s  o f  

t h e  Europe an arti facts are a means for determin ing s imi l arit ies  i n  

art i fact funct ion with Ang l o - American c o lon i al  s i tes  and d i fferent i a l  

acqu i s i t i on and usages within the s it e .  The chron o l o gy and art i fact 

pat t ern s  permit compari s on o f  Chot a-Tanasee with other 1 8th  century 

frontier  s i te s . 

Europe an Art i fact s and Chrono l ogy 
at Chot a-Tanasee 

The d eve l opment of an internal chronol o gy at Chota-Tanasee i s  

based  on two premises . Firs t , Europe an po l i cy t oward the Cherokee i s  



man i fested in the archaeo lo g i cal  record and second dat ed art i fact s 

cont ained in features and bur i al s are t erminus post quem . 
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Art i fact s cons idered sui t ab l e  for dat ing  fe atures or bur i al s are 

b as ed on three criteria . First , i f  an art i fact ' s  dat e  or range o f  dat es 

occurs within the t ime paramet ers of  one of  the four periods , it i s  

cons idered a d at ab l e  art i fact . Dat ed co ins or make r ' s marks on s i lver 

are e xamp l es o f  this  type of art i fact . Second , i f  an art i fact can 

b e  t i ed to  a s in g l e  hi stori cal  event whi ch occurs within a s ingle  t ime 

period , it i s  considered a va l id art i fact for dat in g .  European ceram ics 

and art i l l ery she l l s  removed from Fort Loudoun after  its  capture are 

e xamp l e s  of the second crit eri a .  Fina l l y ,  i f  there i s  a val id method 

to c a l cul ate  the dat e  from a samp l e  of  a spe c i f i c  art i fact t ype , the 

d at e  c a l cu l ated  wi l l  be used . Kao l in pipest ems are examp l e s  of 

art i fact s d at ed by the third crit eri a .  

A tot al  o f  3 9  features and two buri a l s  were dated b y  the u s e  o f  

European art i fact s at Chot a- Tanas ee . Four features dat e t o  the Contact 

p eriod , 32 features and one burial  date  t o  the Co l onial  period and 

three feature s and one burial  date to the Federa l period (Tab l e  1 2 ) . 

No features or burial s could be  dated t o  the Revo lut ionary period . 

Tab l e  1 3  i s  a compi l at ion by historic period o f  al l Europe an art i fact s 

from dat ed features and buri al s .  'There are , however , too few features and 

bur i a l s  dated  to the Contact , Revo lut ionary and Federa l periods t o  

permit compari son among period invent orie s .  But even though the 

period inventorie s  from Chota-Tanasee are not strict ly comparab l e ,  the 

chrono l o gy remains va l i d .  
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TAB LE 1 2  

F EATURES AND BUR I ALS DATED BY EU ROPEAN ART IFACTS 

Period Feature/Buri al Art ifact 

Contact 
2 04 Hoe 
4 2 3  lloe 

( 40MR6 2 )  9 5  Co in 
2 0 2  Rum bott l e  

Co l onia l  
l l  Ceramics  
1 3  Cerami cs  
1 8  Cerami cs 
52 Cerami cs  
5 3  Ceramic s  
6 0  Cerami cs  
8 2  Ceramic s  
8 7  Ceramics  

1 2 8  Art i l l ery she l l  
2 2 3  Ceramics  
2 2 7  Art i l l ery she l l  
266 Art i l l ery she l l  
294  Art i l l ery she l l  
3 3 3  Ceramics  
34 5 Ceramic s  
3 8 5  Ceramics  
405  Cerami c s  
4 4 5  Cerami c s  
4 7 7  Ceramics  
485  Cerami cs  
4 94 Art i l l e ry she l l 
5 2 0  Cerami cs 
596  Kao l in p ipestem 
6 1 5  Ceramics 
633 Ceramics 
646 Ceramics  
756  Cerami cs 
758  Ceramics  

B .  4 7  Si lver , Rum bot t l e  
(401>1R6 2 )  7 Cerami cs  

7 4  Ceramics  
1 1 2 Ceramics  
1 5 2  Ceramics  



Period 

Federal 

TAB LE 1 2  (cont inued)  

Feature / Burial 

2 3 3  
2 5 5  
3 7 9  

B .  1 0  

Art i fact 

Ceramics  
Ceramic s 
Ceramics  
Ethnograph ic 

accounts 
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Group 

Cont act Period 

Kitchen 

Archit ectural 

Arms 

C l othing 

Personal 

Bead 

Tobacco 

Ac t iviti e s  

Abor i gina l l y  
Mod i fi ed 

TABLE 1 3  

COMP I LAT I ON OF EUROPEAN ART IFACTS BY PER I OD 

C l a s s  Art i fact Quantity 

Beverage Bott l e  

Kitchenware 

Nai l s  

Lead Bu l l et s  
Gunflints 
Gunpart s 

Buttons 

Awl 

Coins 
Personal i tems 

Tobacc o  pipes 

Farm too l s  
St ab l e  and Barn 
Mi s c e l l aneous 

Hardware 

Other 

Beverage bott l e  
fragment s 

ket t l e  lug rivet 
brass kett l e  lug 
i ron ket t l e  b a l e  wire 

med . ro se  head nail  

l e ad bu l l et s  
spa 1 1  typ e  
fri z z  en 

type 1 
type 2 
iron aw l 

George I I  1 738  
mirror fragment s  
bras s finger ring 

with g l as s  s ett in g  

kao l in pipest em 
kao l in p ipe bowl 

fragment s 

grubb ing hoes 
harness  boss  

c l asp kni fe 

brass sheet 
i ron sheet 
i ron wire 

brass t ink l er 

3 
1 
1 
1 

1 

3 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
2 

1 

1 6  

1 

3 

2 
1 

5 
1 7  

1 

1 
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Group 

Co l onial  Period 

Kitch en 

Archit ectura l 

Furniture 

Arms 

C l othing 

TAB LE 13 (cont inued)  

C l ass  

C eramics  

Wine bot t l e  
Pharmaceut i c a l  

bot t l e  
Gl as sware 
Kitchenware 

Window g l as s  
Nai l s  

Furniture 
hardware 

Lead bu l let  
Gunfl int s 

Gun part s 

Buck l e s  
Buttons 

Scissors 
Stra i ght pins 
Sewing need l es 

Art i fact 

creamware 
de l ftware 
white s a l t  g l a z ed 

Qu ant ity 

9 
4 

stoneware 24  
b lue- gray west erwa l d  1 6  
bott l e  g l a s s  3 6  

bott l e  fragment 1 
short st emmed 1 
bras s kett l e  fragment 7 
i ron kett l e  fragment s 2 

sma l l ro s e  head 
1 1  
1 0  

med .  ros e  head 20  
spikes ro s e  head 1 
smal l T head 6 
med .  T head 3 
spikes T head 1 

brass h inge 

spal l t ype 
French typ e  
barr e l  
s ide p l at e  
mainspring 
fl int l ock p l at e  
trigger guard 

bras s hoe buc k l e  
t yp e  one 
t ype s even 
t ype S lX 
type two 
s l eeve l inks 

1 

4 8  
1 9  

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
5 

2 
1 0  

2 
2 
1 
3 

scis sors , unident i fi ed 5 
bras s 5 
i ron 5 

1 1 0  



Group 

Personal 

Bead 

Tobacco 

Act ivities  

Abori ginal ly 
Mod i fied 

TAB LE 1 3  (cont inued ) 

C lass  

Keys 
Personal item 

Co ins 

Tobac co p ipes 

Cons truct i on 
too l s  

Farm too l s  
Stab l e  and b arn 

Misce l l aneous 
hardware 

Other 

Mi l it ary 

Type one 

Art i fact Quant ity 

stock lock key 1 
s i lver brooch 2 
s i lver e arrings 2 
comb 1 
s i lver arm l et 5 
bras s finger ring 1 
mirror 1 1  
strai ght razor 1 
s i lver c oin fra g .  1 

pipestem fragments  
bowl fragments 
j uncture fragments 

strap po l l  axe 
broad hoe 
snaffl e b it 
s add l e  brace 
harness  buck l e  

5 7 8 2  

8 2  
1 2 2  

4 

3 
2 
1 
1 
4 

c l asp kn i fe 1 2  
brass sheet 1 0 7  
brass wire 1 1  
iron wire 25  
iron sheet 2 1 3  
s i l ver sheet 4 
s i l ver wire 1 
hunt ing sword pomme l 1 
cohorn mort ar she l l  5 

t ink l ers 
on1ament a l  cyl inders 
triangu l ar proj ect i l e  

po int 
t riangu l ar proj ect i l e  

po int with ho l e  
s i lver t r i angu l ar 

6 
1 

4 

2 

ornament 1 
iron p l at e  scraping 

tool 1 

1 1 1  



Group 

Aboriginal l y  
Modi fied 

Federal Period 

Kitchen 

Archit ecture 

Arms 

C l othing  

Bead 

Personal 

Tobacco 

TAB LE 1 3  (continued) 

C l as s  

Type one 

Type two 

Type four 

Ceramics  

Beverage bott l e  
Tabl eware 
Kitchenware 

Window g l a s s  
Nai l s  

Lead bu l l et s , 
shot , sprue 

Gun part s 

Stra i ght pins 

Person al  it ems 

Tobacco pip e  

Art i fact Q,uant ity 

i ron wire kett l e  
hook 

bras s wire pins 
and need l es 

bras s wire hair 
plucker 

repaired bra s s  sheet 
and patches 

b lue tran s fer 

1 

1 

1 

3 

printed pearlware 5 3  
painted pearlware 1 4  
undecorat ed pearlware 1 3  
polychrome pearlware 1 2  
edged pearlware 5 
l e ad glazed  

earthenware 1 
bott l e  fragment s 1 4  
pewter spoon 1 
iron drinking cup 1 

fragment s 
nose head i ron tack  
med . ros e  head 
unident i fied 

sprue 
l e ad bu l l et 
cock 

bras s 

pair of  spect ac l es 

kaol in pipestems 
kao l in pipe bowl 

fragment s 

3 
2 

26  
1 

5 
1 
1 

1 

565  

1 

3 

s 
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Group 

Act ivit ies  

TAB LE 13  (continued ) 

Class  

Const ruct ion 
too l s  

St ab l e  and 
barn 

Mi sce l l aneous 
hardware 

Other 

Art i fact Quant ity 

strap po l l  az e 

harness buck l e  

c l asp kn i fe fragment s 
sheath kn i fe 
bras s sheet 
bras s wire 
iron sheet 
i ron rod 

1 

1 

9 
1 
5 
2 
7 
3 

1 1 3 
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When the period inventories  are examined there i s  no case  in which 

art i fact s  dat ab l e  to two d i fferent periods occur within the s ame 

feature . I n  fact , features c ontaining more than one dated art i fact 

a lways repres ent the same hi storic period . Buri al  4 7 , for examp l e ,  

cont ained a s i l ver brac e l et dated  t o  1 7 5 8  b y  the make r ' s  mark and a l so 

a rum bott l e  d at ed to  1 7 5 7  by its  s t y l e  o f  manufacture . Feature 2 2 7  

c ontains three c eramic  t ypes , Bri t i sh Brown st oneware , B lue - gray 

West erwal d  st oneware and Creamware , al l of which are a product o f  

t h e  Fort Loudoun oc cupat i on during the Coloni a l  period . The dating  

procedure a l s o  i s  val id for art i fact s which cover a broad range of  

t ime , but are rel ated  to  hi storic event s .  For examp l e ,  trade s i lver,  

introduced around 1 7 5 0 ,  does not occur in the Cont act period features . 

In  order to  bui l d  a comp l e t e  chrono l ogy to  us e as a tool  for 

the measurement o f  acculturat ion the invent ories o f  the Cont act , 

Revo lut ion ary and Federal periods must be  expanded . To exp and the 

period invent ories future analyses  of dat a can be in corporat ed from 

Toqua , Tomot l ey ,  C it ico and Mi a l oquo . Addit ion a l  dat a for t he Cont act 

and Federal periods shoul d  be avai l ab l e  once excavat ions  are conduct ed 

at  l at e  1 8th century homesteads as we l l  as e arly  Cherokee  occup at ions 

at Te l l ico . Onl y  in this  way i s  it pos s ib l e  t o  make mean in g ful 

compari sons between the four periods as measurement s o f  accul turat i on . 

The Di st ribut ion of Europe an Art i fact s 
at Chot a-Tanasee 

A distr ibut ional analys i s  of  the European art i fact s at Chota-Tanas ee 

i s  one means o f  do cumenting the funct ion and soc i a l  import ance o f  thes e 



1 1 5  

goods in 1 8th  century Che rokee culture . Dist ribut ion an alys i s  o f  

the Europe an art i fact samp l e  i s  intended to  ascert ain i f  art ifact 

fre quencies  and funct ional cont ext s are s imi lar  t o  tho s e  of 1 8th 

century co l on i al European s i t e s  and t o  det ermine di fferent i a l  use  and 

acqu is it i on of European goods at Chot a- Tanase e .  

Cluster analys i s , a s t at i st i c a l  method b y  which ob j e ct s are 

grouped by the i r  degree of re l at i onship , was empl oyed t o  s e e  i f  

European art i fact s from fe atures were used i n  funct i onal cont ext s s imi l ar 

t o  those o f  1 8th  century European c o l on i a l  s i t e s . Because d i fferent 

excavat ion grids were emp l oyed at Chota-Tanasee  the c luster ana l ys i s  

was conducted only  on t h e  art i fact s amp l e  from Area C: at 40MR6 2 .  

In many respect s Area C i s  a mi crocosm o f  the s it e .  It cont ains 2 

dist inct paired wint er- summer s t ructures , burial  clusters and 65  feature s 

containing 5 3 8  European art i fact s .  

The feature s in Are a  C were sub j ected t o  2 c luster programs : den s e  

space analys i s  ( Pocock and Wi shart 1 96 9 )  and assoc i at i on an alys i s  

(Whal l on 1 9 7 1 ) . The art i facts i n  each feature were p l aced i n  their  

funct i onal c l asses  and c l ustered on the  bas i s  o f  these c l as s e s . The 

dens e space ana l ys i s  clust ered the features based upon the quant i t at ive 

rel at ionships of the art i fact c l as s es whi l e  the as s o ci at i on ana l ys i s  

c lustered features based upon qua l i t at ive s imi l ari t i es o f  t h e  features '  

European art i fact c l ass  inventori e s . 

The c luster  ana lys e s  fai l e d  t o  demonst rat e any rel at ionship b etween 

art i fact d i st ribut ion s  and European funct ional groupings . For in stance , 

no group o f  fe ature s clust ered on the basis  of  the Kit chen Group art i fact 



c l as s es . There fore , the c luster analys i s  of  the European art i fact 

c l a s s es within features from Are a  C 4 0MR62 suggest s that no European 

funct iona l cont ext s existed at Chot a- Tanasee . 
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There are two possib l e  reasons the features in Area C fa i l ed t o  

c luster . First , fe atures , o r  refuse fil l ed p it s ,  may c ont ain art i fact s 

from a l arge are a repre sent in g mu l t ip l e  act ivit i e s  rather than a s in g l e  

smal l ne arby act ivity are a .  Second , Che rokee cul ture i n  the mid- 1 8th 

century may not have adopt ed funct ional context s for art i fact s s i mi l ar 

t o  those o f  col on i al  front ier sites . It  is  p o s s ib l e  that such 

funct ional conte xt s  are not pres ent on Ch erokee s it e s  unt i l  the Cherokee 

adopt ed European sty l e  structure s and a farmst ead set t l ement pat t e rn  

in the l at e  1 8th  and early  1 9th  centuri es . 

A d istribut ional study o f  Europe an art i fact s by features and 

buri al s in the vi cinity o f  st ructures was a l so c onduct ed . Thi s  was 

done t o  ascert ain whether there was d i fferent i al use and ac quisit ion 

of goods for specifi c  hous es . Seven paired winter and summer structure s 

and one l on g  rect angu l ar dwe l l ing  simi l ar to tho s e  found at Tomotl ey 

(Gera l d  Schroe d l , personal commun i c at ion 1 9 7 5 )  were chosen from 1 0  

paired winter-summer structures and n ine s in g l e  c i rcul ar o r  rect angu l ar 

structures . The structures were s e l ected because o f  their d i st inct iveness 

and freedom from apparent archaeo logical  intru s i on .  Al l fe ature s and 

bur i a l s  within the structure s and within 20 feet of any point on the 

out s ide wal l o f  a st ructure were cons id ered associat ed with the 

structure (Tab l e  1 4 ) . When two structures are c l os er than 20 feet , the 

d i s t ance was divided between them.  Paired st ructures 1 8  and 1 9  were 



Structures 

8 

1 0 ,  1 1  

1 2 ,  1 3  

1 8 ,  1 9  

2 0 ,  2 1  

2 7  J 2 8  

TABLE 1 4  

FEATURES AND BUR IALS USED I N  EUROPEAN 
ART I FACT D I STRI BUT I ONS BY STRUCTURE 

Features Bur i a l s 

2 5 1 , 2 5 2 , 2 5 3 ,  254 
2 5 5 , 2 5 6 , 2 5 7 , 259  
2 6 2 , 2 6 3 , 264 , 265  
2 69 , 2 7 0 ,  2 7 1 , 2 7 3  
2 74 J 2 7 6 ,  2 7 7 , 2 7 8  
2 7 9 ,  2 8 0 , 2 8 1 , 2 8 2  
2 8 3  

506 , 5 0 9 , 5 1 0 ,  5 1 5  4 2 ,  44 , 6 2  
5 1 6 ,  5 1 7 ,  5 1 8 ,  5 1 9  
5 2 0 ,  5 2 2 , 5 3 1 , 540  
5 5 7  

4 9 2 , 4 9 3 , 5 3 4 , 558  4 9 ,  s o ,  5 1  
5 7 6 , 5 8 6 , 5 8 8 , 6 2 2  5 2 ,  5 6 , 5 8  
6 23 5 9  

6 2 1 , 6 3 8 , 6 7 8 , 680  60 ,  6 1 , 8 0  
6 8 1 , 68 2 ,  6 8 8 , 689  
690  

6 1 3 , 624 , 68 3 ,  686  6 7 ,  74 ' 7 5  
7 1 1 , 7 1 2 ,  7 1 5  76  

7 2 6 , 7 2 8 ' 7 3 1 , 732  69 ' 7 0  
7 3 8 , 7 3 9 , 74 1 ,  743  
7 7 7 ,  7 7 8 , 7 7 9 ' 786  
793 , 794 , 798 , 800  

1 1 7  



1 1 8  

TABLE 1 4  (cont inued ) 

Structures Features Buri al s 

(4 0�1R62)  

3 ,  4 
7 6 , 8 2 ,  9 0 , 9 1  8 ,  9 ,  1 0  
94 , 95 , 9 6 ,  97 1 1 ,  1 2 '  1 3  
1 0 3 ,  1 65 , 1 6 6 , 1 7 8  
1 6 9 , 1 70 ,  1 73 , 1 74 

5 '  6 
3 3 ,  34 , 38 , 4 1  1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 
4 6 ,  5 1 , 6 7 , 74  s ,  6 ,  7 ,  1 8  
7 5 , 7 9 , 85 , 8 6  
8 7 , 1 5 9 ' 1 6 0 '  1 6 1  



e l i minated from the feature ana lysis  becaus e there are 9 features 

associ ated with them containing on l y  5 European art i fact s .  The s e  

structures were used i n  the burial  comput at i ons . 

The European art i fact s at t ribute d  to  each dwe l l ing  unit  were 

divided according  to the art i fact groups (Tab l e  1 5 )  and a Ch i -square 

t est  was conducted to  det e rmine if there are s i gn i fi cant d i fferences 

among the art i fact group s from the s t ructure s . The Architecture and 

Furn iture groups and the C l othing and Pers onal groups were combined 

b ecause of the smal l art i fact s amp l e  in e ach group . 

Although the Ch i - square t e st demonst rat ed l arge variat i ons among 
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the art i fact group s , there i s  no d i scernib l e  pattern t o  these  di fferences 

(Tab l e  1 6 ) . For in stance , structure un it 1 0  and 1 1 ,  which h as the 

h i ghest total  number of art i fact s ( 2 4 6 ) , has l ow Chi - s quare values 

for each art i fact group . In cont rast ,  paired structure 1 2  and 1 3 , 

wh i ch have on ly 5 5  t otal  art i facts , exhibit  l arge variat i ons from 

e xpected values in almost every art i fact group . Interest ingl y ,  both 

s t nrctures can be  att ributed to  the Co l onial  period based on associated  

features cont aining Fort Loudoun era  cerami cs . 

European art i fact s are the on l y  grave goods cont ained in the 33  

buria l s  associ ated with the 8 structure . There i s  a defin i t e  corre l at ion 

b etween age ( Breitburg 1 9 7 5 )  and the presence of grave goods . Ten of  

the 1 2  buri a l s  ag e  12  years and youn ger have grave goods ( 8 9  perc ent ) ,  

whi l e  onl y  five o f  1 5  ( 3 3  perc ent ) bur i a l s  age 1 3  and o lder have burial  

accompaniment s .  Al though not a l l  bur i al s have accompaniment s ,  s imi l ar 

goods occur with speci fic structures (Tab l e  1 7 ) . For instance ,  buri a l s  
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Structure I Kitchen 

8 5 1 . 97 

1 0 ,  1 1  1 5 . 1 1 

1 2 , 1 3  3 0 1 . 44 

2 0 '  2 1  44 . 94 

2 7 ,  2 8  68 . 5 0 

(4 0MR6 2 )  
3 '  4 2 2 . 6 1 

5 '  6 7 7 . 9 0 

TABLE 1 6  

CHI - SQUARE VALUES FOR ARTI FACT GROUPS 
OF SEVEN SE LECTED STRUCTURES 

Grou12s 
Architectur e / Furniture Arms C l othing/ P ersonal 

4 6 . 45 4 2 . 8 0 2 5 o 7 0  

1 4 . 7 5 . 2 9 2 4 . 1 2 

5 9 . 8 3 8 0 . 95 9 5 . 09 

3 . 69 1 1 2 . 1 0 8 . 58 

1 7 . 68 1 5 . 3 6 1 6 . 89 

1 7 . 8 9 9 . 24 1 0 . 2 7  

1 0 7 . 8 1  9 . 29 1 0 . 60 

Tob acco 

5 2 . 2 8 

2 . 7 0 

3 3 . 96 

8 . 1 9 

96 . 1 1 

4 . 8 2 

7 . 6 0  

Ac� ivi t i e s  

2 . 90 

6 . 47 

1 2 . 1 9  

3 . 97 

2 . 9 3  

7 . 3 0 

2 . 04 

...... 
N 
...... 
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TABLE 1 7  

BURIALS FROM S E LECTED STRUCTURE UN ITS 

St ructure Buri a l  Age Sex Grave Goods  

8 

1 0 ,  1 1  
4 1  chi ld u Large number o f  bead s 
44 9 mo . u Large number o f  bead s ,  

s i l ver brooch 
6 2  2 1  M Large number of  beads , 

s i lver e arr ing  

1 2 ,  1 3  
4 9  3 5  F None 
s o  2 6  u None 
5 1  3 0  M None 
5 2  2 8  �1 Bead s 
5 6  chi l d  u Non e 
58  4 u Beads 
59 5 u None 

1 8 '  1 9  
60  1 6  F None 
6 1  3 5  F None 
8 0  1 2  F Bead s ,  kni fe 

2 0 ,  2 1  
6 7  3 5  lJ None 
7 4  9 F Large wire wound b eads , 

mirror 
75 1 0  F Large wire wound b e ads  
7 6  5 lJ Large wire wound beads  

2 7 ,  2 8  
6 9  4 u Brass  pins , brass  ring , 

brass "C" brac e l et , 
but tons , kni fe ,  
strai ght raz or 

7 0  2 1  F But t on s ,  rumb l er b e l l ,  
beads , brass  earrin g 
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TABLE 1 7  (cont inued ) 

Structure Burial  Age Sex Grave Goods 

3 ,  4 
8 1 3  M Non e  
9 3 u Rumb l er be l l ,  but t ons , 

l arge quant it ies  o f  
va ri ous bead types  

1 0  3 u Butt ons , l arge quant i t i e s  
o f  vari ous bead t ypes  

1 1  1 . 5  u Buttons , l arge quant i t i e s  
o f  vari ous b ead t ypes 

1 2  2 . 5  u But ton s ,  l arge quant i t i e s  
o f  var i ous b e ad types  

1 3  4 0  F None 

s ,  6 
1 2 3  F Bra s s  arml et , l arge 

quant it i es o f  various 
bead t ypes  

2 1 2  M Lar ge quant i t i e s  o f  var i ous 
bead typ e s  

3 2 8  F Non e 
4 4 F Large wire wound beads 
5 9 F Kn i fe ,  l arge quant i t ie s  o f  

var i ous b e a d  t�Jes  
6 1 8  !vl Beads , button 
7 1 2  M Beads , button 

1 8  s o  !vl None 
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a s s o c i ated with paired structures 2 7  and 29  have l arge numbers o f  

but t ons . 

There i s  no apparent re l at ionship between the quant ity o f  Europe an 

goods associat ed with a structure and the qual ity and quant ity o f  

grave goods found w i t h  the same s t ructure . For examp l e ,  paired 

structures 1 0  and 1 1  wh ich have 2 4 6  art i fact s from assoc i ated  features , 

have 3 bur i a l s  with l arge quant it i e s  o f  grave goods . Paired structure s 

3 and 4 (4 0MR6 2 )  have features cont ainin g 3 8  European art i fact s and 

4 bur i a l s  with l arge quant i t i e s  of beads . 

Chot a- Tanas ee and the E i ghteenth Century 
American Front ier 

Int egral to the definit ion of a front ier is  a techno l o g i cal l y  

inferior peop l e  who first und ergo cul ture change  fo l l owed by popu l at ion 

dec imat i on or ge o graphic d i s p l ac ement brought about by the increas ing 

pre s sure of a t echno l ogical l y  superior peop l e  ( Lewi s 1 9 7 7 : 1 64 ) . 

During the 1 8th  c entury the Overh i l l  Cherokee were first the  rec ipient s 

o f  new cu ltura l ideas and s econd the eventual vict ims o f  geographic  

d i sp l acement as  a result  o f  the inevit ab l e  westward movement of the 

American front i e r .  

South ( 1 9 77 )  de fines a Front i e r  Art i fact Pattern wh ich i s  based 

on the averaging o f  art i fact group percent ages from 1 8th century 

European mi l it ary and civi l i an s ites . Since contact Ind i an s ites  are 

an int egral part of the front i e r ,  a l o gical extens ion o f  South ' s  

art i fact pat t ern wou l d  be  to inc lude them in the Front ier Art i fact 
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Pattern . Al though there are obvious d i fferences between European and 

Che rokee cultures in the 1 8 t h  century , it is us e ful  to compare Chota­

Tanasee  to other front i er s it e s  as we l l  as the Front ier  Art i fact Pat t ern 

to show the d e gree to whi ch the Cherokee inc orporat ed European art i fact s  

and the influenc e o f  the s e  art i fa ct s  on Cherokee  cu lture . Tab l e  1 8  

i s  a compari son o f  the Chota-Tanas ee  inventory b y  South ' s  art i fact 

c l as s e s  and groups . 

The Archi t ecture , Personal and Act ivit i e s  group frequenc ies  from 

Chota-Tanasee do not fal l within the predicted  range o f  the Front i er 

p attern (Sout h 1 9 77 : 1 4 5 ) . There are good reasons why thes e part i cu l ar 

c at e gories fai l t o  fit the Front ier pat t e rn for mi l it ary and civ i l i an 

s it e s . Cherokee architecture , though probab ly undergoing dras t i c  

change , never b e c ame fu l ly European unt i l  the end o f  t he 1 8th century 

(Ma l one 1 956 : 1 2 ) . Consequen t l y ,  the Ch erokee  emp l oyed t rad i t ional  

buil ding t echni ques trading for sub s i s t ence re l at ed it ems such as gun s 

and knives rather than Europe an const ruct ion mat er i a l . Art i fact s 

subsumed under the Personal  group , part icular l y  j ewe l ry ,  were popu l ar 

among a l l  Ind i an group s .  Cherokee cultural pre ferences for t hes e 

inexp ens ive and e as i l y t rans port ed goods account s  for their h i gh 

percent age . The l arge number  o f  act ivi t i es group items refl ects the 

Cheroke e ' s  reuse  o f  European mat eri al s , part icul ar ly sheet brass and 

sheet iron . The frequency o f  th is  group cert ainly indicat es the 

greater di ffi cu l t y  the Cherokee had in obtainin g  European goods than 

even the mos t  remote European front ier outpost . 
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ART I FACT TOTALS F O R  S OUTH ' S  ART I FACT G ROU P S  A�D C LAS S E S  
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O f  the indi vidual  s it e s  included i n  South ' s  Front i e r  p att ern , 

i t  wou l d  be  expected  that art i fact frequency of  Fort Prince George , 

l ocat e d  at the edge o f  Cherokee  country , would c l o s e l y  resemb l e  tho s e  

at Chot a-Tanasee . However,  Fort Prince George shows no more s imi l arity 

t o  the Chota- Tanasee inv entory than to  the invent orie s  o f  Fort Ligonier  

or Spa l d ing ' s  Lower Store , t he other s it es used in calcu l at ing  the  

Fronti er Art i fact Pattern . 

Chot a-Tanasee  shows l it t l e  s imi l arity t o  South ' s  pat tern for 

front i er m i l i t ary and civi l i an s it e s . In order to  create a comparat ive 

unit a front i er pattern for abori ginal s ites  shou l d  be deve l oped . 

The forthcoming ana lysis  o f  other 1 8th century Cherokee  s it e s  excavat ed 

during the l ast  few years , shou l d  provi d e  the dat a  nece s s ary to creat e  

an Abori ginal Front i e r  Art i fact patt ern . Of course , when dealing  

so l e l y  with an Ind i an cont act s it e , the  European art i fact s are but one 

s e gment of an art i fact patt ern .  Ceramics  and l ithics  art i fact s ,  a s  we l l  

as floral and faun a l  remains and their context s ,  must b e  cons idered in 

the comprehens ive analys i s .  Add i t i on al l y ,  the Fort Loudoun and Te l l ico 

B l ockhouse an alys i s  shou l d  provide  valuab l e  comparab l e  material  for 

defining an Abori ginal Front ier  Art i fact Pattern and a European Front i er 

Art i fact Pattern in The Litt l e  Tenn e s s ee Val l ey .  



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY AND CONC LUS I ONS 

The purpose of this s tudy was to ident i fy and d escribe the European 

art i fact s found at Chota- Tanase e . Thi s  provides  a comparat ive bas e 

for future stud i e s  o f  Europe an art i fact s recovered from Overh i l l  

Cherokee s i t e s  and the ana l ys i s  o f  Cherokee accu l turat ion . For 

comparison with other 1 8th  century historic front i er s i t e s , the Chota­

Tanas e e  Europe an art i fact s amp l e  was ordered according to  South ( 1 97 7 ) . 

The art i fact attributes u s ed for this  descriptive t reatment were : 

( 1 )  t he quant i ty o f  part icu l ar art i fact types , ( 2 )  their s t at e  o f  

pres ervat ion and c l eanin g ; (3 )  spec i fi c  in format ion re l evant t o  

art i fact d at in g ,  and (4 ) the historic o r  archaeological  s i gn i ficance 

of t he arti fact s .  

Pre s ervat ion and conservat ion l imited the descript ion and dat ing 

of i ron art i facts from Chot a- Tanas e e .  lfuen kn ive s , gun part s and other 

important iron arti fact s are c l eaned the i r  descript ion and interpretat i on 

may require revi s i on .  Furthermore , c l e an ing w i l l  fac i l it at e  the dating 

o f  many i ron art i fact s .  

Bes ides providing a comparat ive data base for 1 8th century Overhi l l  

Cherokee s it e s ,  the datab l e  European art i fact s from Chota-Tanasee ver i fy 

the hi storical account s conc erning the growth and d evel opment o f  the two 

t owns . Europe an ceramics wh ich arrived at Chot a- Tana see dur ing  or 

immediat e l y  aft er the occupat ion of  Fort Loudoun , when Chot a was at 

1 2 8  



i t s  maximum s i z e  (Wi l l i ams 1 9 2 7 )  are found in 24  fe atures s c attered 

even l y  throughout the s i t e . In contras t , Federa l period ceramics , 

1 2 9  

found on ly i n  three widely  spaced features , reflect the near ab andonment 

of the s it e  by the end o f  the 1 8 t h  century . Kao l in pipestem dat ing a l s o 

refl ects  the dense mid- 1 8th century occupat ion .  Calcu l ated dates ,  

regard l e ss  o f  excavation are a ,  fal l between 1 7 4 7  and 1 7 5 7 . Although 

there i s  amp l e  evidence for ear l y  1 8th century , as we l l  as a l at e  

1 8th century occupat ion , the l argest number of  pipest ems mus t  have been 

depo s i t e d  during the mi ddle  1 8t h  century when the vi l l age was near 

i t s  maximum s i z e  and popu l ation .  Thi s  expl ains the un i form pipestem 

d at e s  and the fai lure o f  pipestem dat ing to re flect earl ier  and l at er 

s et t l ements .  

Cons idering the tot a l  Europe an art i fact s amp l e ,  it i s  impo s s ib l e  

t o  d i s t ingu i sh Chot a  from Tanasee . There is  no concentrat ion of  

Cont act period art i fact s at the area of  the  s it e  thought to be Tanasee . 

Us ing dat ed European art i fact s t o  creat e  an art i fact chrono l o gy 

based on four h i s t or i cal l y  do cument ed periods o f  European- Cherokee  

re l at ions was  on l y  p art i al l y  succ e s s ful . The l arge number of  feature s 

d at e d  t o  the Coloni al  period in contrast to the p aucity of  features 

dated to the Cont act , Revo lut ionary and Fed eral periods , mad e meaningful 

compari son between the period inventories impract ical . Al though the 

d at in g of spec i fi c  feature s and bur i a l s  is a val i d t echn ique , the 

chronol o gy mu st be expanded with data from add i t i onal  early and l ate  

1 8th century occupat ions . 
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Dens e  spac e and as sociat ion cluster analyses  fai l ed t o  de fine 

European fun ct i onal  context s within Are a  C o f  4 0MR62 . Features d i d  not 

cluster accord ing to  funct ion a l  groups of  the  European art i fact c l as s e s . 

Perh aps features do not repres ent act ivity areas within the s i t e  or 

European context s for art i fact us age were not adop t ed by the Cherok e e  

unt i l  the l at e  1 8th  o r  ear l y  1 9th c entury . 

Distri butional an a l ys i s  of  Europe an art i fact s  by s t ructure fai l e d  

t o  d emonstrate di fferent i a l  use or acqui s i t i on o f  t h e  art i fact s .  The 

range  of v ari abi l ity amon g art i fact group invent orie s  is probab ly the 

result of di fferences  in art i fact s amp l e  s i z e  rather than d i fferent i a l  

u s e  or acqu i s i t ion . The number of  European manufactured grave goods 

a s s ociat ed  with the bur i al s o f  a s t ructure appe ars to  be  unre l at ed t o  

t h e  quant i ty o f  Europe an goods from t h e  structure ' s  as s o c i at ed features . 

Grave assoc i at i ons , however , are p robab l y  rel at e d  to  burial  age c l as s e s . 

E i ghty-nine percent o f  the bur i a l s  1 2  years and under h ave good s , whi l e  

on l y  3 3  percent o f  the bur i a l s 1 3  years and o lder h ave grave associat ions . 

Al l grave goods in the s amp l e  are of  European ori gin . 

The art i fact group percent ages for Chot a-Tanasee  show r ather 

dramat ic d i fferen ce s from the predicted range of  South ' s  Front i er 

Art i fact P at t e rn .  This  sugge s t s  that an Abori g in a l  Front i er Art i fact 

Pat tern for European art i fact s i s  needed to comp are Ind i an frontier  

s it e s  t o  each  othe r  and to  the European frontier  s it e s .  An Abor i ginal 

Front ier Art i fact Pat t ern must , of  cours e ,  incorporat e a l l  aspect s of 

Ind i an art i factual remains inc lud in g l ithic , ceramic ,  fauna l  and b o t an i c a l  

d at a .  The Overh i l l  Cherokee s ites  of Citico , Toqua , Tomot l ey and 
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Mialoquo , exc avated during the l ast t en years , are a logical  bas i s  for 

the creat in g  of thi s art i fact pattern . 
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