






The illustration on the cover is from "View of Mossy Creek Farm, Jefferson 
County, Tennessee, u.s. America," a lithograph used in J. Gray Smith's A 
Brief Historical, Statistical and Descriptive Review of East Tennessee, 
United States of America. A full reproduction of this illustration served as the cover 
design for the keepsake program distributed to guests at the library reception 
in March 1979. The portrait above, Madame Recamier, appears in B. Goodrich's 
The Court of Napoleon, a recent addition to the library's holdings given by Elnora 
V. Paul. 
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Libraries are the storehouses of history, scientific 
knowledge, philosophy, and all classes of literature. A library is 
a window through which people can look into the past, and this 
is important. Someone said that a nation which does not 
review its past will repeat the mistakes of its predecessors. 

All universities maintain libraries; of 160 institutions 
surveyed in 1970-71, more than 40 percent had 1,000,000 volumes. 
The University of Tennessee Library is in this select group, 
having over 1,400,000 volumes. The size and quality of a library 
is one of the standards for judging the academic excellence 
of a university. True scholars usually cannot be attracted 
to a faculty unless the institution has an excellent library. 

While libraries are often thought of simply as 
depositories for books, it should be remembered that they also 
store sound tapes, records, documents, old newspapers, 
magazines, and other miscellaneous items of interest and 
information. (SoMeone will probably say, "Doctors' offices are 
full of old magazines." That is true, but they are not catalogued.) 

The selection of books and cataloguing of their properties 
is an expensive part of a good library's operation, and these duties 
require the services of many qualified people. There are only about 
sixty schools in the United States which offer an ALA accredited 
master's degree in library science. There is a shortage of 
experienced library administrators and trained supervisory 
librarians who insure a smooth running operation. In addition 
to the special knowledge required, library workers must be 
quiet talking, polite, and patient people. 

Libraries are not fly-by-night organizations; they are 
older than books. About 2500 s.c. one library in Egypt started 
where first clay tablets and then papyrus scrolls were stored. 
Though the movable type printing press was discovered less than 
500 years ago, libraries have been in existence for 4,500 years. 

Since new materials must be added every year, one 
may support the library in this effort by a gift of books and 
documents of historical value, or with money with which to 
purchase these materials. A tax-deductible gift to the 
University Library is a gift that will continue to serve students, 
the faculty, and the public for decades to come. 

Sincerely, 

~ /p, ()Jr~ 
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Giftsof Distinction 

Hales Bar Photographs 

A group of eighty photographs 
recording the construction of Hales 
Bar Dam were recently given to the 
library by Seward J. Baker and 
Elizabeth C. Baker of Lakewood, New 
Jersey. The Bakers are the children 
of George S. Baker who became 
superintendent and general manager 
of the dam project in 1910. The Baker 
family resided in Guild, Tennessee, 
site of the dam, until the elder Baker's 
death in 1916. 

In 1905 private interests, 
seeking to develop the power 
possibilities of the Tennessee River 
in the Chattanooga area, began work 

on Hales Bar Dam. Between 1905 and 
1913 a moderately high power dam 
and navigation lock were 
constructed. The dam, thirty-three 
miles downstream from Chattanooga, 
created a lake, eliminating rapid 
whirls that had caused difficulties 
for steamboat operators for a century. 
This was one of the earliest dams 
built on the Tennes;:ee. When the 
Tennessee Valley Authority purchased 
Hales Bar from the Tennessee Electric 
Power Company in 1939 for 
$11,686,773, it was in poor condition. 
TVA upgraded the structure by 
correcting leakage, raising the 
height of the spillway, improving 

the navigation lock, and installing two 
additional generators. 

The photographs presented by the 
Bakers were taken by their father 
and his younger brother, Oscar H. 
Baker, who was also present at Guild. 
They include views of construction 
work, flood conditions on the river, the 
construction camp, and steamboat 
navigation. There are also panoramas 
of the work area and pictures of 
individuals employed on the project. 
This photographic group is an 
important addition to the library's 
collection of material relating to the 
development of TVA. • 
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