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NEWS AND
OPPORTUNITIESResearch, Scholarship, Creative Activity

UTK joins group promoti ng undergraduate research
 The University of Tennessee Knoxville has become an enhanced 
insti tuti onal member of the Council on Undergraduate Research. CUR 
is an affi  liati on of colleges, universiti es, and individuals that share a 
focus on providing undergraduate research opportuniti es for faculty and 
students in the belief that “inquiry-based learning, scholarship, and cre-
ati ve accomplishments foster eff ecti ve high levels of student learning.” 
The organizati on was founded in 1978 and includes almost 500 colleges 
and universiti es. The enhanced CUR membership allows any interested 
UTK faculty, staff , or students to register for a password-based login 
that will provide access to the group’s members-only web site. Other 
benefi ts include an quarterly electronic subscripti on to CUR Quarterly, a 
journal on undergraduate research issues, and a monthly e-newslett er. 
The newslett er covers Washington policy news and informati on about 
upcoming programs and meeti ngs. To become a member, click on the 
“individual online” applicati on link, fi ll out the online form, and select UT 
as the insti tuti onal affi  liati on in the dropdown box. There is no charge to 
UT faculty, staff , or students.
Details: www.cur.org.

Increased proposal traffi  c forces strict emphasis on 
deadlines 
 The Offi  ce of Research at UT Knoxville is experiencing tremendous 
growth in sponsored-program acti vity, and even faster growth is anti ci-
pated over the next two years as the full eff ects of the American Recov-
ery and Restorati on Act of 2009 are felt. This increase in acti vity requires 
that the offi  ce’s proposal-submission deadlines are strictly observed. 
Below is a review of current proposal-submission deadline procedures.

Electronic Submissions
 Proposals to be submitt ed electronically must be received by Spon-
sored Programs by 9:00 a.m fi ve (5) business days before the proposal 
deadline date. This includes the following documents in fi nal form:
 The Offi  ce of Research at UT Knoxville is experiencing tremendous 
growth in sponsored-program acti vity, and even faster growth is anti ci-
pated over the next two years as the full eff ects of the American Recov-
ery and Restorati on Act of 2009 are felt. This increase in acti vity requires 
that the offi  ce’s proposal-submission deadlines are strictly observed. 
Below is a review of current proposal-submission deadline procedures

• Fully signed document review/approval sheet (yellow sheet)
• Budget
• Budget justi fi cati on
• Cost sharing request, if applicable
• All supporti ng documentati on from proposed subcontractors, 

  if applicable
• All other required documents per the solicitati on
• Completed grants.gov applicati on (if submission is through 

  grants.gov)
• If submission is through NSF FastLane or other electronic 

  submission vehicles, all documents must be uploaded and 
  access granted to the Sponsored Programs unit 

• Draft  copy of the project narrati ve.
 

 NOTE: All parts of the proposal, except the proposal narrati ve, 
must be in fi nal form fi ve (5) business days before the proposal dead-
line date. Otherwise, your proposal is considered late. 

 A PI can conti nue to refi ne the draft  proposal narrati ve, but it 
must be received in fi nal form by the SP offi  ce by 9:00 a.m. two (2) full 
business days before the proposal deadline date. This allows Sponsored 
Program personnel to do a thorough review of the fi nal documents prior 
to submission. If any errors are found, this allows ti me for correcti ons. 
This also allows suffi  cient ti me for the submission process. For example, 
grants.gov recommends that proposals be submitt ed 2-3 days prior to 
the offi  cial deadline to avoid problems that the system may encounter. 
Many other electronic submission vehicles are recommending the same.

Hard-Copy Submisssions 
 Hard copy or paper proposals, i.e. proposals that are not electroni-
cally submitt ed, must be received by the Sponsored Programs unit by 
9:00 a.m. three (3) business days before the proposal must be mailed in 
order to meet the established deadline date. This includes all proposal 
documents in fi nal form.

 NOTE: Proposals that do not meet these deadlines are not guar-
anteed submission. Sponsored Programs personnel will do everything 
possible to review and submit all proposals, but proposals that are 
submitt ed in adherence to the deadlines listed above will always take 
priority.

Confl ict-of-interest disclosures due 30 Sept 
 The associate vice chancellor for fi nance & administrati on has 
requested that all UT faculty and staff  submit informati on about certain 
outside interests and acti viti es as is required yearly by UT fi scal policy on 
confl icts of interest (Fl0125). The forms must be submitt ed to the Offi  ce 
of Budget and Finance through the appropriate departments or other 
enti ti es by 30 September 09.  The confl ict-of-interest form has been 
revised from earlier versions and is available at htt p://www.tennessee.
edu/disclosure.
Details: Jonee Daniels-Lindstrom, associate vice chancellor (danielsj@utk.edu)

UT must use E-Verify for workers on some 
federal contracts
 Eff ecti ve 8 September, the University of Tennessee will be required 
to use the E-Verify online system to verify the citi zenship of new and 
existi ng employees who work on certain classes of federal contracts.
 New regulati ons will require verifi cati on of everyone working on 
federal contracts valued at more than $100,000 and lasti ng longer than 
120 days or any fl ow-through contracts worth more than $3,000. The 
rule aff ects only new contracts granted aft er 8 September 09 that include 
the Federal Acquisiti on Regulati on E-Verify clause.
 E-Verify is a program operated by the Department of Homeland 
Security and the U.S. Citi zenship and Immigrati on Services that allows 
employers to verify electronically the eligibility of newly-hired employees. 
 Contractors who fail to follow federal E-Verify requirements may 
face terminati on of their memorandum of understanding.
 Current UT procedures call for the Offi  ce of Research to identi fy 
all federal contracts and subcontracts that include a Federal Acquisi-
ti on Regulati on (FAR) clause and fall under other E-Verify requirements. 
College and departmental bookkeepers and principal investi gators will 
be required to provide a list of new and current employees working on 
the relevant contracts, so that the campus Human Resources Offi  cer can 
E-verify the list.
 UT will be required to include the E-Verify FAR clause in any subcon-
tracts issued under federal awards that already include an E-Verify FAR 
clause. FAR requirements must fl ow down to collaborati ve subrecipients 
and general contracts, including purchase orders for items worth more 
than $3,000 and not available “commercially off  the shelf.”
 Departments will be responsible for ensuring that these require-
ments are followed. Procedures for individual UT campuses are under 
development. Training materials on UT’s E-Verify process and procedures 
will be available in the future. 
Details: Contact Gail White (gwhite@tennessee.edu) or Priscilla Bright 
(pbright@tennessee.edu) for general details.

Special Collecti ons in new home at Hodges Library
 The Special Collecti ons of the UT Libraries reopened Monday, 3 
August, in Room 121 of the John C. Hodges Main Library at 1015 Volun-
teer Blvd.The collecti ons of rare books, manuscripts, and other unique 
research materials were housed in the Hoskins Library on Cumberland 
Avenue unti l structural issues forced the relocati on. Library personnel 
needed almost three months to move the books and documents in Spe-
cial Collecti ons.
 Special Collecti ons in Hodges is also the access point for the Univer-
sity Archives, including the university’s publicati ons, offi  cial records, and 
other materials that document the history and culture of the University 
of Tennessee. Manuscript collecti ons and the archives are stored off -site 
and require advanced noti ce to allow ti me for retrieval. Politi cal papers 
formerly housed in Special Collecti ons have been transferred to the 
Howard Baker Center for Public Policy on Cumberland Avenue.
Details: 974-4480 or htt p://www.lib.utk.edu/spcoll/

High throughput DNA sequencing available at UT
 The Center for Environmental Biotechnology (CEB) is providing high-
throughput DNA sequencing services to all interested on-campus and 
off -campus researchers.  DNA sequencing will be performed using the 
Genomic FLX pyrosequencer available at UT’s Joint Insti tute for Biological 
Sciences.  This is the only instrument of this type in East Tennessee and 
only one of two in the state. Sequencing will use the GS FLX Titanium 
platf orm (htt p://www.454.com/index.asp) which can yield up to 500 
Mbp of DNA sequence in a single run.  Applicati ons include genome 
sequencing and metagenomics, as well as transcriptomics.  
 All clients must provide high quality DNA for sequencing.  CEB staff  
will further prepare the DNA for sequencing and provide assembled se-
quence to the client. It is strongly recommended that clients include the 
cost of sequencing in future research proposals. The CEB staff  is available 
for consultati on.
Details: Alice Layton (974-8080, alayton@utk.edu) or htt p://www.ceb.
utk.edu/dnasequence.html.

OMB’s FederalReporti ng” web site is now online
 The Council on Governmental Relati ons reports that the U.S. Offi  ce 
of Management and Budget has acti vated its htt p://FederalReporti ng.
gov web site for registrati on to report on the dispositi on of federal ARRA 
monies received. COGR recommends that recipients fi rst visit htt p://
www.recovery.gove/?q=content/recipient-reporti ng before accessing the 
FederalReporti ng.gov site. Three guides are available: A Quick Reference 
Guide For Registrati on on FederalReporti ng.gov, the detailed Registrati on 
Guide itself, and a Recipient Point of Contact Guide. The OMB help desk 
is available at support@federalreporti ng.gov or 877-508-7386.
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New UTOR staff er focuses on research development
 The Offi  ce of Research has hired Robert Porter to help faculty de-
velop new sources of research funding and to hone their proposal-writi ng 
skills. Porter comes to UT from Virginia Tech, where he oversaw research 
development and supervised the university’s limited-submissions process.
 Porter, who off ers proposal-development workshops nati onwide, will 
off er four new faculty-development courses:
     Writi ng Successful Grants, Parts I & II, 
   27 & 28 October, 3 & 4  November
     Finding Funding, 10 & 11 November
     Building the NSF Grant Proposal, 17 & 18 November
     Building the NIH Grant Proposal, 1 & 2 December.

 The workshops are free and open to UTK faculty and graduate stu-
dents. Registrati on is required.

 The Offi  ce of Research off ers classroom, departmental, and online 
training in the following areas:
 Proposal Development 
     Finding Funding and Navigati ng the OR Website
      The Dreaded “Yellow Sheet”
      Budget Basics
      Grants.gov
 Compliance
      IRB/Human Subjects
      Biosafety
      Radiati on Safety
      Export Control
  Responsible Conduct in Research (online only)
 Self-paced online training is available through Blackboard (Online@
UT). Departmental training is available for groups of four or more.
 More courses are coming soon so check the Offi  ce of Research web 
site for updates on available training.
Details: Contact Lesli Rowan, training corrdinator, (ortraining@utk.edu, 
865-974-9310), or visit htt p://research.utk.edu/training/

AAAS holds science/technology leadership seminar
 The American Associati on for the Advancement of Science has 
scheduled its Leadership Seminar in Science and Technology Policy for 16-
20 Nov 2009 in AAAS headquarters in Washington, DC. 
 Sessions will be held on how policy is made in geneti cs, energy 
policy, etc.; federal budgeti ng for research and development; scienti sts’ 
interacti ons with Congress; and other topics.
Key date: 15 Sept 09.
Details: htt p://www.aaas.org/spp/leadership or Bethany Spencer (202-
362-6601, bspencer@aaas.org).

NSF recruits review panelists for ARRA proposals
 The Nati onal Science Foundati on is seeking merit review experti se in 
a wide range of fi elds to evaluate proposals submitt ed under its Academic 
Research Infrastructure -- Recovery and Reinvestment program. The NSF’s 
ARI-R2 program is the agency’s response to the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009.
 Reviewers are needed with (a) experti se in a scienti fi c, engineer-
ing, or architecture fi eld, (b) experience in managing large faciliti es and 
centers, or (c) experti se in computer networking.
 The merit review panels will meet for three days in Washington, D.C., 
at NSF expense. The panel meeti ngs will be scheduled during a three-
week period in October. In additi on to expenses and per diem, the agency 
will provide an honorarium to reviewers.
Details: htt p://www.nsf.gov/od/oia/programs/ari/ari_reviewer/

Open-access trial met goals, will conti nue in 2010
 A pilot program to support UT faculty and graduate-student use of 
open-access journals has been tapped by a dozen faculty in seven depart-
ments. To date six arti cles have been published in six peer-reviewed 
open-access journals, with fi ve more manuscripts sti ll in the peer review 
process.
 The Open Publishing Support Fund, sponsored by the UT Offi  ce 
of Research and University Libraries, made available $20,000 to cover 
publishing in open-access journals that charge fees. At the end of the trial 
period, a total of $14,361 was allocated, an average of $1,105 per arti cle. 
Open Access publishing makes content available via internet with no 
charge to the end user.
 “Goals of the Open Publishing Support Fund are being met,” said 
Linda Phillips, head of scholarly communicati on at University Libraries. 
“The concept is gaining tracti on and will become bett er understood as we 
roll out Trace, the digital showcase for the campus’ creati ve and scholarly 
work.”
 The program required faculty to negoti ate for lower publishing fees, 
if possible.
 Phillips and  Greg Reed, associate vice chancellor for research, coor-
dinated the program. On the basis of the trial year, the Offi  ce of Research 
has allocated $20,000 to conti nue UT’s open-access awareness program in 
FY 2010.
Details: htt p://www.lib.utk.edu/openpub/

M-CERV solicits proposals, seminar nominati ons
 The Microbiology across Campuses Educati onal and Research Ven-
ture is  plans to off er seminars and solicit proposals that will enhance 
research associati ons among microbiologists on the UT campuses in 
Knoxville.
 M-CERV is soliciti ng nominati ons for seminar presenters in FY2009-
2010 who wil promote multi disciplinary interacti ons among microbiolo-
gists and related scienti sts in Knoxville. Each chosen speaker will receive 
an honorarium of $1,000 and a post-seminar recepti on.
Key date: Nominati ons via e-mail to M-CERV codirectors Jeff  Becker 
(jbecker@utk.edu) and Buddy Moore (rmoore1@utk.edu) no later than 
Friday, 25 Sept 09.
 M-CERV is also seeking proposals for cross-disciplinary microbiology 
projects that need seed money to leverage external grant funding. Such 
proposals must include the parti cipati on of more than one-tenure-line 
investi gator from diff erent administrati ve units, including at 
least one from UTK. $25,000 maximum for FY2009-2010, with possibility 
for renewal.
Key date: Proposals via e-mail to Jeff  Becker (jbecker@utk.edu) and 
Buddy Moore (rmoore1@utk.edu) no later than Friday, 2 Oct 09.
Details: htt p://research.utk.edu/funding/m-cerv.shtml

NSF ARRA quarterly report instructi ons posted
The Nati onal Science Foundati on has released instructi ons on quarterly 
reporti ng for recipients of awards from the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009.
Details: htt p://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/arra/datamodel_90109.
pdf?WT.mc_id=USNSF_109

Deadline set for SARIF Equipment and 
Infrastructure proposals
 The UT Offi  ce of Research is now accepti ng proposals for the SARIF 
Equipment and Infrastructure Awards. The EIA fund -- which provides 
approximately $300,000 to purchase, upgrade, and repair research equip-
ment on the UT Knoxville campus -- accepts faculty proposals in the fall 
semester so that the funds can be spent by the end of the fi scal year. 
Proposals for EIA funding should not exceed fi ve pages in length. The EIA 
program is part of the Scholarly Acti vity and Research Incenti ve Fund that 
provides support of various types to UT Knoxville faculty.
Key date: Proposals due by noon, 16 October 2009. Submit electronically 
to Jane Taylor (tayloje@utk.edu).
Details: htt p://research.utk.edu/funding/equip.shtml

Chancellor’s Grants off er release-ti me opportunity
 The Chancellor’s Grants for Faculty Research in the Arts, Humaniti es, 
Social Sciences, and Applied Social Sciences support a one-course release 
for faculty in teaching in those areas. The grants encourage signifi cant 
progress in research, writi ng, or creati ve work, and require completi on 
of a fellowship or grant proposal to external funding sources. All full-ti me 
tenured or tenure-track faculty with at least the rank of assistant profes-
sor are eligible to apply. Up to 12 grants of as much as $6,000 each will 
be made to the awardee’s academic unit. Awardees will be noti fi ed by 
mid-October 2009 for awards for spring or fall semester, 2010.
Key date: Proposal plus seven copies due by noon, 2 October 2009, to 
Alan Rutenbereg (arutenberg@utk.edu), UT Offi  ce of Research, 1534 
White Avenue.
Details:  htt p://research.utk.edu/funding/cfrf.shtml
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