Dear Readers,

Thank you for taking the time to support the Tennessee Journal of Race, Gender,
& Social Justice's (RGSJ) inaugural issue. RGSJ was formed to provide an
interdisciplinary academic platform that focuses on legal issues affecting people of
different races, genders, and other societal forces. By focusing on legal and
interdisciplinary developments in these areas, RGSJ will allow scholars, students, and
practitioners to improve racial, gender and social relations through scholarly works, by
fostering research involving the subjects, and by providing an intelligent publication that
strives towards the pursuit of social justice.
In this issue, we focused on providing a variety of topics. The first article, written
by Jonathan C. Augustine and co-authored by Roslyn S. Augustine, discusses media
discrimination towards the Muslim religious group after September 11, 2001. The second
article, written by Professor Todd C. Clark, proposes a new application for the "equal
opportunity harasser defense" when utilized in hostile work environment discrimination
cases. The third article, by Attorney Lindsey R. Watson, analyzes Section Two of the
Voting Rights Act and its effect on minority groups. The fourth article, written by Donna
King, examines and defines situations in which domestic abusers use the judicial system
to further harm their victims. Finally, this issue includes three case synopses, which
summarize recent judicial developments regarding Title VII.
First, I would like to thank all of the authors for submitting their articles, and
allowing us to publish their works. I would also like to thank the University of Tennessee
College of Law faculty and staff for believing in RGSJ and approving of its existence. I
would like to thank Dr. Judy Cornett and Professor Michael Higdon, for providing us
guidance throughout this past year. Thank you to Attorney Rita Geier, Attorney Alicia
Cottrell, Attorney Jalil Dozier, and the University of Tennessee faculty who supported
the proposal of RGSJ. I would like to send a special thank you to the inaugural editorial
staff of RGSJ. Due to your hard work, we finally made this project a reality. Finally,
thank you to all of the friends, family, and colleagues who believed in RGSJ and
supported its cause from its inception.
I founded this journal with the intention of making a difference in society, and I
am honored to be surrounded by so many people who wish to do the same.
Thank you, and I hope you enjoy this issue.

Sincerely,

Kimel I. Fryer
Editor-in-Chief

