




















to other persons seeking the same education at the Graduate College”, a condition
which does not appear to have been withdrawn., Thus he was required to sit apart at a
designated desk in an anteroom adjoining the classroomj to sit at a designated desk
on the messzanine floor of the library, but mot to use the desks in the regular
uuﬁngm;mdh‘dt‘th‘immtﬁllmtocxbatldlﬂmtﬁ-&n
the other students in the school cafeteria,

To remove these conditions, appellant f{iled a motion to modify the order amd
Mdmwm That court held that such treatment did not violate
the provislons of the Fourteenth Amendment and denied the motion, This appezl followed.

In the interval between the decision of the court below and the hearing in this
Court, the treatment afforded appellant was altered, For some time, the section of
the classroom in which sppellant sal was surrounded by a rall on which there was a
sign stating, "Reserved for Colored”, bul these have been removed, He is now
assigned to a seat in the classroom in a row specified for colored students; he is
assigned to a table in the library om the main floor; he is permitted to eat at the
same time in the cafeteria as other students, although here again he is assigned to a
speclal table,

It is said that the separations imposed by the State in this case are in form
merely nominzl, McLaurin uses the same classroom, library and cafeteria as students of
other races; there is no indication that the seats to which he is assigned in these rooms
have any disadvantage of location, He may wait in line in the cafeteria and there
stend and talk with his fellow students, but while he eats he must remain apart.

These restrictions were obviously imposed in order to comply, as nearly as could
be, with the statutory requirements of Oklahoma. But they signify that the State,
in administering the facilities it affordssfiur professional and graduate study, sets
MeLaurin apprt from the other students, The result is that appellmt is handicapped
in his pursuit of effective graduate instruction, Such restrictions impair and inhibit
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his ability to study, to engage in discussions and exchange views with other students,
and, in general, to learm his professions.

Our soclety grows increasingly complex, and our need for trained leaders increases
correspondingly, Appellant's case represents, perhaps, the epitome of that need, for
he is attempting to obtaim an advanced degree in education, to become, by definition,
a leader and trainer of others, Those who will come under his guidance and influence
must be directly affected by the education he receives. Their own education and
development will necessarily suffer to the extent that his training is unequal to that
of his classmates, State-~imposed restrictions which produce such inequalities cannot
be sustained,

It may be argued that appellant will be in ne better position when these restrictions
are removed, for he may still be set apart by his fellow students, This we think
irrelevent, There is a vast difference — a Constitutionsl difference — between
restrictions imposed by the state which prohibit the intellectual commingling eof
students, and the refusal of individuals to commingle where the state presents no
such bar, Shelley v. Kraemer, 334 U.S. 1, 13-14 (1948), The removal of the state
restrictions will not necessarily abate individual and group predilections, prejudices
and choices, But at the very least, the state will not be depriving appellant of the
opportunity to secure acceptance by his fellow studenis on his own merits.

We conclude that the conditions under which this appellant is required to
receivey his education deprive him of his personal and present right to the equal pro-
tectdon of the laws. See Sweatt v, Painter, ente, p. __. We hold that under
these circumstances the Fourteenth Amendment precludes differences in treatment by the
state based upon race, Appellant, having been admitted to a state-supported graduate
school, must receive the same treatment at the hands of the state as students of
other races, The Judgment is

Bsversed,



