











But this is the
reality ...
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At least
sometimes ...
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Usually, peace comes about because battles
cannot be won ... WHERE VICTORY COSTS
MORE THAN DEFEAT...

CEREBRAL MODULES are no different

Organs, tissues, cells ... all are constrained by
limitations on resources needed for growth
and function: blood, oxygen ... specific
building blocks of critical molecules.

The paths through our brain, from senses to
actions, depend on these resources
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Suppression of Reason
tyranny of the urgent

... the domain of the instincts .. . . is highly
programmed to enable rapid responses to
cope with the most urgent needs . . . and
unrestrained by reason. ..

Conscious behavior takes a toll in resources
and during mortal emergencies It is
something that has to be subjugated,
constrained.
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Orpheus may be the poet’s hero – charming animals, even stones with his words. Words which appeal to the most recently evolved cognitive capacities of humanity, complementing, extending the more ancient non-verbal modes of communicating. Where surrealism and expressionism and the other reactions to positivism were disillusioned with language as a vehicle for insight and understanding, as an engine of transcendent harmony, the symbolists never lost faith. (Rene Wellek in DHI:IV 345b) [more on words]��[NOTE: In Marcuse, the performance principle is his version of the historical form of Freud’s reality principle., “the repressive transformation of the instincts” (1955:31) Marcuse, Herbert. 1955. Eros and Civilization: A Philosophical Inquiry into Freud. Random House.]�
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The Natural History of Intuition: The New Neurobiology and Concepts of Self and Identity 

ABSTRACT.  Intuitive behavior is understood to be guided by nonconscious cognition.  The natural history, or ethology, of any behavioral pattern involves the search for insight about its causes and consequences.  “DEEP ethology” refers to the search for understanding based on the unique questions asked by each of four principal biological disciplines, each with their respective levels of organization,  and how the answers obtained converge on a full understanding.  The four disciplines are development, ecology, evolution, and physiology — DEEP.   One’s understanding of one’s self is supremely intuitive and can be viewed from this perspective.  Further, this understanding can empower individuals to more-or-less freely rely upon “intuition” to energize their daily lives as well as important decisions.  This power is exemplified by creativity expressed in art and science, but also in clinical diagnosis.  My presentation will touch briefly on each element of the DEEP ethological perspective on intuition and how they contribute to the fullest understanding of the phenomenon.  Emphasis, however, will be placed on the proximate causation of behavior, the nervous system and its orchestration by physiological phenomena including endocrinology and neurophysiology.  In doing this we will identify some of the boundaries of human possibilities as exemplified by their expression in extraordinary individuals. 


"The senses cannot
think.

The understanding

cannot see.™

Critique of Pure Reason
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 This gives a biological background to Kant’s famous aphorism:
"The senses cannot think.  The understanding cannot see." 
And Pascal’s
“The heart has reasons of which reason knows not”


( Kant in CPR cited by Wechsler 1978:2) (or: "Perception without conception is blind, while conception without perception is empty." (Kant CPR 1978)   [recalls “Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind.” (Albert Einstein  in Science, Philosophy and Religion: a Symposium (1941) ch. 13)
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In all these myths the common denominator is that the Minotaur, man or beast, lives or hides in the Labyrinth. Initially, the Labyrinth was associated with Knossos. However, as time passed, some writers and foreign travelers identified the true Labyrinth as being a maze-like cave in Messara, in the Gortys area south of Heraklion. 
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Pablo Picasso, Minotaur Caressing a Sleeping Woman, 1933, drypoint 

 
Theseus fighting the Minotaur by Jean-Etienne Ramey, marble, 1826, Tuileries Gardens, Paris.


We see the world
not as It IS,
But as we are . ..

(Talmud)




We see the world
not as It Is,

But as we are . . .
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So finally,
what can we say of myth?

(Sallust said it for all of us)

These things never were,
but always are.
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". . . the domain of the instincts . . . was considered as eternally hostile and detrimental to reason . . . . �whatever belongs to the sphere of sensuousness, pleasure, impulse has the connotation of �being antagonistic to reason--something that has to be subjugated, constrained."�(Marcuse, Eros and Instinct, 1955:145) 


"Our life 1s an apprenticeship to the truth that around
every circle another can be drawn; that there is no end
In nature, but every end is a beginning, and under
every deep a lower deep opens™

--Ralph Waldo Emerson
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